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STATISTICAL    ACCOUNT 

O  F  • 

SCOTLAND. 

PART    VI. 


NUMBER     I. 

PARISH    OF   FRASERBURGH.. 

(presbytery  of  beer,   synod  and  county  of 
aberdeen.) 

Bj  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  Simpson. 


Natnif  Extent f  i2fc* 

'T^HE  anticnt  name  was  Philorth,  concerning  whofe  cty- 
'^  motogy  little  except  conje£lure  can  be  advanced.  In 
the  middle  of  the  i6th  century^  a  town  was  ere£ted  upon 
the  eftate  of  Sir  Alexander  Frafer  of  Philorth,  which,  from 
the  name  of  the  fuperior,  was  called  Fraferburgh  i  and  foon 
became  a  place  of  confidcrable  trade.— —From  it  arofc  the 
prefent  denomination  of  the  whole  parifh  \  which,  at  an  ave- 
rage, is  about  3t  miles  in  breadth  from  eaft  to  weft.  The 
diftance  between  the  northern  and  foutfaem  extremities,  is  a« 
bottt  8  miles ;  but  the  parifh  of  Rathen  interfe&s,  and  di- 
vides it  into  two  nearly  equal  parts,  each  about  3  miles  long. 
Vol.  VI.  A  The 
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The  meafurement  exceeds  lo^ooo  acres*  <— Along  the  (boref 
to  the  extent  of  a  mile  into  die  countiy,  the  foil  is  generally 
good|  partly  clay^  partly  loam^  or  mixed.  ,  In  many  ctiier 
placesi  are  rich  and  fertile  fields  of  a  fimilar  foil.  The  reft 
of  the  pariih  is  more  gravelly :  The  arable  land,  efpecially  in 
the  upper  divifion,  is  intermixed  with  mofles  and  muirs,  co- 
vered with  heath  or  coarfe  grafs. 

'  Sea  Coafty  Rivers^  Fijberiis. — ^The  fea  coaft  extends  about 
4  miles ;  nearly  two  of  which,  to  the  fouth  of  the  town,  are 
low  and  fandy,  bounded  by  hillocks  overgrown  with  bent. 
The  reft  is  rocky  and  flat  \  except  Kinnaird's-head,  a  high 
land  projefking  into  the  fea,  thought  to  be  the  Promontorium 
TahcaJiutH  of  Ptolomy,  being  the  turning  point  into  the 
JEftuarium  Vararis^  or  Murray  Firth. — From  it  the  land  tends 
due  weft  on  the  one  hand,  and  makes  a  curve  to  the  fouth- 
eaft  on  the  other,  forming  a  part  of  the  bay  of  Fraferburgh.— - 
On  this  coaft,  confiderable  quantities  of  fea- weed,  cut  off  the 
rocks,  are  manufactured  into  kelp.  The  fea  has  receded 
from  the  land  in  fome  places,  and  encroached  on  it  in  others. 
— Weftward  of  Kinnaird's-head,  is  a  ftony  beach,  evidently 
thrown  up  by  the  fea«  30  ells  from,  and  3  ells  above,  the 
prefent  high  water  mark.  Many  of  the  benty  hillocks,  which 
Ikirt  the  bay,  ftand  upon  mofs  or  clay ;  and  in  V760,  a  tree 
with  roots  and  branches,  and  a  ftem  20  feet  long,  was  found 
entire,  under  the  fand  within  the  high  flood  mark.  By  a 
ftrong  fouth  eaft  wind,  the  fands  on  this  (hore,  if  dry,  are 
drifted ;  and  if  not  intercepted  by  the  bents,  would  overfpread 
the  adjacent  fields.  Bent  ought,  therefore,  carefully  to  be 
prcferyed ;  efpecially  a  very  fine  fort,  which  has  lately  ap- 
peared in  this  bay,  refembling  the  river  bulrufli  in  length  of 
joint,  thicknefs  of  reed,  and  largenefs  of  leaf  and  top.  It  in- 
creafes  in  quantity,  and  grows  down  to  high  water  mark. 

Cod, 
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— — — 0>d,  ling,  Ikate,  turbot,  whidngs,  haddocks,  macka- 
rd,  lobfters,  and  many  other  kinds  of  fiflii  all  of  the  bed  qua- 
lity, and  often  in  great  quantities,  are  caught  here  in  their  fea- 
fons.  A  great  part  of  the  cod  and  lobfters  is  bought  up  for  the 

London  market. The  Dutch  are  in  the  praftice  of  fifliing 

in  fummer  on  this  coaft;  and  in  1786,  came  fo  near  as  to 
preclude  the  inhabitants  from  their  ufual  ftations.  This 
pra£iice  has  been  long  followed  by  them  :  and  there  is  a  tra- 
dition that,  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  their  bufles 
frequented  the  loch  of  Strathbeg,  about  half  way  between 
Frafcrburgh  and  Peterhead.  Strathbeg  at  prefent,  has  no 
navigable  communication  with  the  fea,  there  being  a  bar  of 
fand  and  bent,  nearly  a  mile  in  breadth,  between  them ;  and 
an  Englifh  gentleman  is  now  attempting  to  drain  that  loch. — 
A  rivulet,  called  the  water  of  Philorth,  feparating  the  parifti- 
es  of  Fraferburgh  and  Rathen,  abounds  with  trout,  efpecial- 
ly  that  fpecies  called  the  phinnick,  of  a  fine  flavour.  A  faU 
mon  fifliing  has  alfo  been  attempted  at  its  mouth,  and  along 
the  bay,  but  has  for  fome  time  been  given  up. 

Climate,  JToods,  Hills,  fafr.— The  cHmate  is  dry ;  and  fo 
healthy,  that  more  than  20  perfons  arc  now  living,  above  80 
years  of  age,  and  fome  above  90.  Continued  great  frofts  are 
rare.  Snow  feldom  falls  before  Chriftmas,  and  does  not  lie 
long  on  the  ground."  -This  parifli  appears  to  have  a- 
bounded  with  wood.  Large  roots  of.  trees,  moftly  oak,  re* 
main  ftill  in  the  moffes.  About  Philorth  houfe,  the  feat  of 
Lord  Saltoun,  is  fome  old  timber;  and  feveral  plantations 
have  been  lately  made  there.  His  Lordfliip  and  other  neigh- 
bouring gentlemen,  have  alfo  planted  fome  hundreds  of  acres 
of  heath,  or  land,  which  produced  poor  crops  of  grain,  with 
various  kinds  of  trees,  which  promife  to  be  of  great  benefit, 
as  well  as  highly  ornamental,  to  the  country.  The  oa- 

A  2  ly 
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\j  hill  in  the  Ticinity  of  Fraferbttrgh,  i$  Mormond,  cohered  with 
mofs  and  heath,  elevated  8 1  o  feet  abore  the  level  of  the  fea ;  and 
themoreconfpicuouBias  the  country  on  eTery.fide  for  many  miles 
is  low  and  champaign.  Here,  as  at  the  Wrekin  of  Shropfhirct 
<'  all  friends  aroundi"  is  no  unufual  toaft.  In  different 

places,  are  fine  mineral  fprings.  An  excellent  one,  of  a  cha- 
lybeate nature,  refembling  the  waters  of  Peterhead,  but  rec- 
koned by  judges  more  fit  for  weak  conftituttons,  was  difcorer- 
ed,  a  few  years  ago,  on  the  fouth  eaft  corner  of  the  town. 
A  well  of  freeftone  has  been  |built,  and  a  neat  houfe  creAed 
over  it,  for  the  accommodation  o^thofe  that  chufe  to  drink 
the  water.  A  lime«ftone  quarry  among  the  rocks  at 

Broadfea,  was  formerly  wrought,  and  not  being  exhaufted^ 
may  be  opened  again.  The  vein  of  lime-ftone  runs  fouth  ^ 
and,  in  the  fame  diredion,  there  are  quarries  for  many  miles^ 
at  (hort  diftances  from  each.other ;  one,  of  an  excellent  qua- 
lity,  is  on  the  banks  of  the  water  of  Philorth.  Plenty  of  gra« 
nite  is  found  in  the  upper  divifion.  Ironftone,  of  a  good  qua- 
lity, abounds  among  the  rocks ;  but  the  fcarcity  of  fuql  pre- 
vents its  being  wrought.  Very  particular  attention  has 
been  paid,  of  late  years,  to  the  roads  in  part  of  this  diftrid. 
They  are  made,  and  kept  in  repair  by  the  ftatute  labour, 
which  the  people  perform  perfonally,  or  by  commutation* 
But  a  more  proper  and  efficient  plan,  it  is  thought,  might 
be  adopted.  Were  turnpikes  eftablifhed/the  roads  would  be  in 
a  better  ftate.  Many  'wiih  for  this  alteration ;  while  others 
imagine  that  fuch  a  plan  is  fcarcely  pra£ticable  in  ^he  prefent 
ftate  of  the  country  ^. 

PrcprietorSy 

*  It  is  contended  for,  by  Tome  rtfyt€iMt  proprietor&  in  this  part  of  Scot- 
land, (hat  there  is  an  abiblute  necelfitj  cither  to  eftablifli  turnpikes,  or  to 
make  an  alteration  in  the  nature-  of  the  ftatute  labour — They  propofe  in 
each  parifii  a  conmtttatiofi  into  moneyi  fomcwhst  nearer  to  the  frefita  va- 
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Proprlitorsy  RenUt^  and  jigriculiun. There  are  four  hc- 

ritbrs,  one  of  whom  refides,  in  the  parifii,  befides  many  feuars 
in  the  town  of  Fraferburgh.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  3000 
Scotch.  It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  the  real  rent,  great  part  be- 
ing paid  in  meal  and  bear,  which  vary  in  price ;  and  fome 
fervices  are  performed,  though  this  cuftom  is  wearing  out.— - 
The  farms  are  very  different  in  fize,  from  the  rent  of  L.  5  to 
upwards  of  L.  100.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Fraferburgh^ 
land  rents  fo  high  as  two  guineas  per  acre*  Agriculture 

has  advanced  confiderably,  more  particularly  within  thefe  few 
years  i  and  the  face  of  the  parifli  is  much  improved.  Oats, 
barley,  beans,  and  peafe,  are  the  moft  common  fpecies  of 
grain.  Green  crops  of  potatoes,  turnips,  and  cabbages,  are 
introduced}  alfo  clover,  rye-grafs,  and  fallow.  A  little 
wheat  and  flax  is  raifed.  All  the  lands  to  the  weft  and  fouth 
•of  Fraferburgh,  to  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  are  in- 
clofed  and  well  cultivated.  New  inclofures,  drains,  and  o- 
thcr  improvements,  are  making  every  year.  In  fome  other 
parts  the  land  is  in  the  fame  (late,  and  managed  in  the  fame 

manner, 

be  of  labour  for  the  6  days,  which  are  appointed  to  be  aiitinally  wrooghc 
upon  the  roads ;  aid  that  the  whole  (hould  be  levied  in  money  onl/i  and 
sot,  according  to  the  prefent  ftatntet,  iq  perfbnal  labour  at  the  pleafareof  the 
individnal  .—That  an  afleflneat  on  the  valued  rent  fliould  take  place  for  the 
fopport  of  bridges  over  the  county  : — That  every  one  ihould  contribute  In 
proportioo  to  the  tt(e  he  made  of  the  roads ;— >and  that  none  fhould  be  ex* 
capted  from  the  amount  of  the  fix  days. commutation,  (fiy  8d«  lod.  or  is. 
fieriingy  per  day),  whether  landholder,  commiiConer,  &c.^That  the  horfes^ 
carriages,  carti,  &c.  of  the  proprietors,  farmers.  Arc*  fltould  pay  a  certain 
fuffl  yearly  j'-and  that  the  fund  be  managed  as  at  prefent,  by  the  commiC 
(loocrs  within  each  diAilA,  and  fliall  be  laid  out  in  the  different  parities,  ac« 
cording  to  the  fnm  they  pay 'refpeAively.  This  plan  contains  hints  well  en* 
titled  to  the  confideration  of  landholders,  in  the  northern^  and,  perhaps, 
even  in  the  ftfctbern  parts  of  SCdtland. 
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manner/  and  tolerablf  weighty  crops  are  raifed— -The 
parifh  not  only  fupplies  itfclf  with  provifions,  but  annually 
exports  a  large  quantity  of  barley,  oats,  meal,  beans,  and 
potatoes,  of  the  beft  kind. 

The  improvements  are,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  be  afcribed 
to  the  heritors,  who,  deGrous  of  promoting  the  intereft  and 
happinefs  of  their  tenants,  have  bound  the  latter  to  inclofe 
their  farms,  and  to  build  good  houfes ;  and,  for  their  encot:^ 
ragement,  have  either  given  immediate  pecuniary  affiftance, 
»nd  dedu£lions  of  rent  for  a  limited  time,  or  engaged  for  cer- 
tain allowances  at  the  expiration  of  their  leafes.  But  though 
confiderable  improvements  have  been  made,  much  remains  to 
be  ef}e£ted.  The  diftin&ion  of  infield  and  outfield  has  not 
ceafed,  and  of  CQnfequence,  an  equally  regular  rotation  of 
cropping  ground  has  not  taken  place }  nor  are  the  habitations 
of  all  the  farmers  well  conftruded  and  convenient.  It  cannot 
be  expe^ed  that  people  fliould  depart,  all  at  once,  firom  efta* 
blilhed  cuftpms.  The  beft  concerted  plans  are  eflfeded  only 
by  degrees  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  induftry,  which  has  begun  to  o« 
perate,  if  duly  cheri(hed,  will  expand  itfelf.  The  advan- 
tages, vifibly  arifmg  from  well  cultivated  lands,  will  at  length 
overcome  former  prejudices,  efpecially  when  the  means  of 
improvement  are  at  hand.  An  inexhauftible  (hore  of  very 
fine  fliell-fand  and  fea-ware^  are  on  one  fide  of  the  parifli, 
and  lime  is  on  the  other :  All  thefe  are  much  ufod  in  manuring 
the  ground,  and  found  very  profitable  in  raifing  crops. 
Many  cattle  are  reared  in  the  parifh,  and  fome  fattened  and 
fold  at  good  prices.  A  few  hogs  alfo  are  reared.  The  num* 
ber  of  horfes  is  diminiflied,  but  their  fize  is  encreafed,  fevcral 
farmers  now  ufing  only  two  in  a  plough  inftead  of  fix  or  eight, 
as  was  cuftomary  -,  and  oxen  are  again,  of  late,  more  gene- 
rally Employed  in  doing  the  work  on  the  farm.  A  few  years 
ago^  there  was  fcarcely  a  farmer  who  had  not  a  flock  of  fheep; 

but 
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but  now  only  three  or  four  have  any  at  all.  Tliis  Is  principal- 
ly owing  to  the  introduAion  of  tumipsy  fown  grafs,  and  plant- 
ing, and  the  want  of  winter  herding.  The  farms  arc 
moftly  laboured  by  fervants  engaged  for  the  half  year.  Day- 
labourers  would  be  more  for  the  advantage  of  farmers,  could 
they  be  readily  got,  when  wanted.  The  wages  of  men  fervants 
per  year,  befides  vi£tuals,  are  from  L.  4 :  los.  to  L.  6  fterling; 
of  women,  from  L.  2  to  L.  2 :  los.  Of  men,  for  (hearing  in 
harveft,  from  L.  i  to  L.  i :  ics.  of  women,  for  ditto,  from 
15s.  to  L.  f  •  Of  men  (hearing  per  day,  8d.  of  women^  dit- 
to, 6d.    Day-labourers,  without  viduals,  pd. 

EccUfiqfiical  State,  Poor,  School. — There  are  two  clergymen, 
the  minifter  of  the  e{labli{hed  church,  and  that  of  the  Scotch 
Epifcopal  church.  The  ftipend  is  two  chalders  of  bear,  and 
L.  61 : 2  :  2y  in  money,  including  100  merles  for  communion 
dements.  The  glebe  confifts  of  4t  acres ;  befides  which,  there 
b  an  allowance  of  L.  i  :  14 :  of  for  grafs.  Lord  Saltoun  is 
patron.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1758,  and  was  repaired 
lately.  The  church  was  ere£ted  about  1575.  It  is  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs.  Thofe  of  the  Epifcopal  perfuafion  have  late- 
ly built  a  very  neat  chapel.  Their  congregation*  is  made  up 
from  this  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  pari(hes. 

The  number  of  poor  perfons  receiving  charity,  is  about  86. 
The  amount  of  the  coUe&ions  and  funds  for  their  fupport,  is 
ac  an  average,  annually  about  L.*50.  The  year  1782  added 
feveral  to  the  lift,  whilft  it  dimini(hed  the  public  funds. 
The  failure  of  the  crop,  that  year,  was  feverely  felt  in  this 
pari(h ;  but  the  eflFe£ks  of  it  would  have  been  more  heavy,  had 
not  the  heritors,  and  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  vicinity, 
contributed  largely,  along  with  the  church  feffion,  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  nece(ritous,  and  likewife  imported  flour  and  grain, 
which  they  fold  out,  often  under  prime  coil.    It  is  pleafing 
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to  obferve  xh^i  the  people  have  almoft  entirely  recovered  the 
eileds  of  that  baqeful  feafon. 

In  17359  -Dowager  Lady  Saltoun  mortified  1000  merks  for 
the  benefit  of  three  old  perfons.  The  intereft  is  applied  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  the  noble  donor. 

A  few  years  agOj  an  excellent  fchool-houfe  was  built,  with 
lodgings  fit  for  accommodating  the  fchool-mafter  and  feveral 
boarders.  On  the  front  of  the  houfe  is  placed  a  good  carving 
of  Mofes  and  the  ten  commandments,  on  free-ftone,  found 
in  the  college  of  Fraferburgh,  and  faud  to  have  been  intended 
for  the  altar-piece  of  its  chapel.  The  fchool-mafter's  falary, 
and  other  emoluments,  including  thofe  of  the  feflion  derk- 
ihip,  may  amount  to  L.  30.  There  are  from  40  to  50  fcho- 
lars,  who  are  taught  Engliih,  Latin,  writing,  arithmetic,  book« 
keeping)  and  navigation. 

Fuel  and  Manufanur€s.'''''^^Ont  great  difadvantage,  under 
which  this  pariih  labours,  is  the  want  of  fuel.  A  leat  of 
peats,  meafuring  24  feet  in  length,  I2  in  breadth  at  bottom, 
and  three  at  top,  and  twelve  feet  in  height,  will  coft  thcLcon- 
fumer  in  town  upwards  of  L.  5.  Coals  are  proportionably 
dear  *. 

The 

^  This  is  in  A  great  degree  owing  to  the  eoaft  tax.  Were  thtt  tax  dimlnilh- 
cd|  or  commnted,  or  altogether ^uken  off,  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to 
the  people.  The  extenfion  of  mannfa^res  would  be  much  encouraged.  The 
farmeri,  inftead  of  fpendtng  the  fummeri  as  at  pre(ent,  in  preparing  and 
bringing  hone  peats,  would  have  letfiire  to  attend  to  manure  for  their  land; 
and  the  almoft  exhaufted  mofles  ia  the  low  country  would  be  eafily  turned 
into  grafs  or  arable  land.-—- Were  the  praAice  introduced  of  preparing  peats 
in  thefe  mofles,  by  perfons  who  could  make  it  their  employment|  and  who 
would  bring  them*  down  to  farmcrSi  and  to  the  inhabitanu  of  towns 
and  villages,,  for  Tale,  the  great  inconveniencies  of  the  icarcity  of  fuel,  or 
the  lofs  of  time  to  the  induArious  on  the  coaft,  would  in  (bme  mea(ure  be  a- 

voided; 
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Hie  only  manufa&uie  is  linen  yarn*.  Dutch  flay,  to  the 
Ydoe  of  from  L.  1500.10  L.  2o6o>  is  annually  imported  fet 
that  purpofe*  The  greateft  part  of  the  yam  is  exported  to  o^ 
ther  places,  and  wrought  up  there,  which  is  a  ftrong  proof 
of  the  cheapnels  of  labour  \  a  circumftance  which  afibrds  the 
bed  grounds  to  hope,  that  whatever  new  manufa£l:ures  may 
be  introduced  here,  will  have  a  very  fair  chance  of  fucceed* 
ing. 

JP(;^ar£z/20M.--*— •Population  has  been  inctei^fing  ienlibly  for 
more  than  ten  years  paft^  In  1780,  there  were  about  aooo 
fouls  in  the  pariih  \  at  prefent  the  number  amounts  to  about 
2200.  Of  which,  about  1000  reCde  in  the  town,  200  in  the 
fiihing  village  of  Broadfea,  and  the  reft  in  the  country  part  of 
the  parifli.  The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter,  in  175$,  was  1682} 
confequently  there  has  been  an  increafe  fince  that  period  of  5  x  8 
fouls*  Since  1784,  at  an  average,  the  b^tifms  have  annual^ 
ly  been  37,  the  marriages  14,  and  the  deaths  19  *. 

Vol.  VI.  B  Ttmh 

voided;  alid  the  proprietors  of  thefe  mofTei  would  thereby  acc^uUe  t  markelf 
for  tn  article,  at  prefent  of  little  Yaluei  and  even  cumberrome  to  their  pr«- 
perties.    This  is  alfo  probably  the  cafe  in  other  parts  of  Scotland. 

*  ^l%inViV«.— tn  the  pariQi  are  the  ruins  of  two  ehapels  ;  oaC|  probft^ 
Uy  y  a  ieminary  of  learning  of  confiderable  reputei  as  it  is  ctUed  the  college  | 
■t  which  fbne  monks,  belonging  to  the  abbey  of  Deer,  refided*  Mtar  this 
k  a  well,  where  the  fuperftitious  pra^ice  of  leaving  fomc  trifle,  after  drink* 
ing  of  iu  waters.  Hill  exifts.— — In  the  weft  end  of  the  town  of  Fraferhurgh 
If  an  old  qnadrangttlar  tower  of  three  ftories,  a  fmall  part  of  a  large  bnild- 
isg,  intended  for  a  college,  by  Sir  Alexander  Frafer,  who,  in  159S,  obtained 

•  charter  from  the  crown,  in  which,  powers  were  given  .to  ercA  and  endow 

•  college  and  univerfity,  to  appoint  a  rcAor,  a  principal,  a  (bbprindpal,  and 
aU  the  profedbrs  for  teaching  the  different  iciences  they  fliould  tbinjt  proper  and 
oecedaryito  make  laws  for  the  preicrvation  of  good  orderyand  to  eaforce.11iea4 
Bvcry  imffliinity  and  privilege  of  anuniYcrlity  is  granted,  as  the  charter  rtint| 

"  tn 
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Town  of  Frafifrlyrgb.^'^^^This  town,  fituated  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  point  of  Kinnaird's  head,  is  nearly  of  a  fquaie  fi- 
gure, moft  of  the  ftreets  cro£Bng  each  other  at  right  angles. 
'JDie  houfcs  are  neatly  bailc,  and  covered  with  dates  or  tyles. 
Many  new  houfes  have  been  ere£led  within  thefe  few  years, 
and  feveral  of  them  finifhed  In  an  elegant  manner.  There 
are  about  lOO  tenements,  each  of  which  contains  22  falls; 
the  original  price  of  each  lot  was  L.  16 :  13 : 4  fterling,  or 
L.1666:  f  3  : 4  in  whole,  befides  an  annual  feu -duty  of  4s.  5fd. 
each.  The  old  public  buildings  and  worics,  viz*  the  tolbooth 
and  town-houfe,  the  crofs,  and  the  harbour,  were  erefled  by 
Sir  Alexander  Frafer,  the  fuperior,  and  difponed  to  the  feuars 
by  the  charter  of  ere^^ion;  which  is  dated  in  October  1613. 
The  crofs  is  reckoned  a  fine  ftru£lure.  It  is  a  hexagon,  with 
three  equidiftant  angular  abutments ;  the  area  of  the  bafe  is 
500  feet;  by  9  intrenchings  the  top  is  contraAed  to  23  feet, 
on  the  middle  of  which  is  raifed  a  ftone  pillar  12  feet  high. 
The  Britifh  arms,  furmountingthe  armorial  coat  of  Frafer  of 
Phil<Mrth,  adorn  the  fummit.    Under  the  crofs  is  a  jail.— -« 

The 

**  In  ampiiJpm§forma^  et m$J$  Mit$,M  Mmihm rifptBihus^ut  (onceittttr  et  Jafur 
«•  cuictnique  coilegio  et  nivtrJitsSi  intra  reimtm  ntftrnm  ere^ofen  cri^endg/* 
Tn  X597i  tbe  general  iflTembly  recommended  Mr  Charles  Farme,  miniflcr 
here,  to  be  principal ;  but  It  appears  notbing  fttrther  was  dowe.  ■  On  tbe 
point  of  Kinnaird*s-head,  ftandi  another  old  tonrer,  called  the  fHne  Ttrmtr^ 
limtlar  in  form,  b«Ut  on  a  rock  over-hanging  tbe  lea.  There  is  no  comma- 
nieation  between  the  loweft  and  tbe  (econd  ftorey ;  an  onter  door  opens  into 
tbe  third,  from  wbieh  there  is  a  pafltge,  tbrongh  the  floor,  down  to  the  ft* 
cond }  no  rcftige  of  a  flair,  wiihin  or  without,  is  vifible,  Under  this  tower 
is  a  cave,  penetrating  into  the  rock  more  than  loo  feet. -^— In  this  p^rifli 
are  fome  rnins  of  DaniOi,  or  PiAIfli  booTcs,  as  ihey  are  called,  bj  tbe  conn* 
try  people.  Tbc(e  aic  about  to  feet  f^nare.  with  a  door,  and  heaicbflone 
•Yidently  marked  with  fire;  and.  though  infi|inificant  in  thrmfeWes,  lerre 
10  demonflrate  that  the  iosbitaats  of  BA^^han  were,  as  one  ttme^  of  Scanda- 
Baviaa  origin* 
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The  haibour  is  fmall»but  good.  According  to  the  tide,  there 
are  from  ii  to  i6  feet  water  within  the  harbour,  and  above 
20  feet  immediately  without,  at  fpring  tides.  Veflels  of  200 
tons  burden  enter  at  prefent.  Contiguous  to  the  harbour,  is 
i  tolerable  road  for  (hipping,  in  a  bay  nearly  a  league  in 
length,  and  half  a  league  broad,  with  good  anchoring  ground. 
Seven  veflels,  from  50  to  100  tons,  employed  both  in  the 
coafting  trade  and  in  the  foreign,  belong  to  this  place.  Ship- 
building has  been  attempted  here,  and  has  fucceeded  well,  ef- 
pecially  fince  the  peace  of  1783. 

Fraferburgh  is  well  Gtuated  for  trade.  In  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  its  commerce  was  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  that 
of  any  other  town  on  the  coaft,  between  Aberdeen  and  Inver- 
nefs.  At  prefent  it  requires  only  encouragement  to  render  it 
again  a  port  of  fome  confequence.  Were  the  harbour  en« 
larged,  and  the  piers  extended  a  few  yards  forward  to  the 
rock  called  the  £//i>,  there  would  be  an  increafe  of  five  feet 
water  in  it ;  there  would  thereby,  alfo,  be  fccured  about  8  feet 
water  at  low  tide,  within  the  pier-heads.  This  improvement 
would  probably  be  expenfive  :  but  wind-bound  veflelsi  and  o* 
thers,  of  confiderable  burden,  would  thereby  find  eafy  accefs, 
and  be  (heltered  in  ftormy  weather  when  they  could  not  reach 
any  harbour  in  the  Murray  Firth.  Having  two  channels  of 
entrance^  one  of  them,  from  their  fituation,  could  always  be 
taken. -'—Another  ufeful  improvement  upon  its  prefent  ftate^ 
of  fmall  expence,  and  in  fome  degree  conneQed  with  former, 
would  be  to  ere£l  a  breaker  on  the  rock  called  the  Inch^ 
which  lies  a  little  way  without  the  harbour.  It  is  obferved 
that,  in  whatever  weather,  there  is  no  run  within  the  har- 
bour until  this  rock  is  covered  by  the  flowing  tide :  Therefore, 
were  this  breaker  to  be  raifed  as  high  as  the  tide  flows,  it  is 
fuppofed  that  all  run  into  the  harbour  would  thereby  be  pre- 
vented.   It  does  zu>t  appear  that  the  iexpence  of  this  breaker 
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would  exceed  L«  300. Fifliing  banks,  for  cod,  commence 

right  oflF  KinnairdVbead,  about  10  leagues  out  at  fea  \  and 
the  herring  flioals  pad  ercry  year  clofe  under  the  coaft. 
Fraferburgh^  thereforci  would  be  an  excellent  ftation  for  vef- 
fels  and  men  employed  in  thefe  fiiheries.  The  country  adja« 
cent  18  populous^  and  prorifions  are  picnriful.  —It  has  been 
loi^  in  s^tatiQH  to  amend  and  enlarge  this  harbour^  but  the 
want  of  money  has  hitherto  prcTcmed  it*  The  town's  people 
would  chearfully  contribute  fucb  a  proportion  as  they  can  af- 
ford, if  they  had  hopes  of  obtaining  afliftancc  from  Govern- 
pent,  the  royal  burghs,  or  elfewhcre. 

Frafcrburgh  is  a  burgh  of  regality.  The  goremroent  of  it 
is  yefted  in  Lord  Saltpun,  (the  fuperior),  two  baiilies,  a  dean 
of  guildj  a  treafurer;  and  a  council.  His  Lordihip  has  the 
right  and  au^qrity  of  proroft,  with  powers  to  nominate  and 
appoint  yearly  the  new  magiftrates  and  council,  by  the  advice 
and  confent  of  tl^  old*  By  the  charter  of  ercAion,  the  feuars 
are  conftituted  burgefles  of  the  burgh,  and  incorporated  bre- 
thren of  the  guild  thereof^  Thofe  admitted  to  its  liberties  may 
exercife  all  kinds,  of  trade  and  merchandize  :  Such  as  are  not 
freemen  may  be  debarred  from  a  participation  of  that  privi- 
lege. A  power,  however,  which  is  not  enforced.^— The 
feuars  are  obliged  to  uphold  the  public  works  of  the  town* 
But  for  doing  this,  the  cuftoms  of  the  markets,  and  the  har- 
bour dues,  were  granted  to  them.  Thefe  may  amount  anr 
nually  to  L.  60,  and  are  under  the  management  of  the  fupe- 
nor  and  council.*— -r By  a  late  tranla£tlon  between  Lord  Salr 
^oun  and  the  town,  the  feuars,  in  lieu  of  fome  privileges  and 
claims  over  commonable  lands,  which  they  gave  up,  obtaiik- 
ed^  in  property,  lands  which  rent  at  L.  23.  Of  this  the  feup 
ars,  at  large,  have  the  tble  difpofal.  And  they  have  it  now 
under  conGderation,  with  this  fund,  to  bring  water  in  pipesg 
into  the  town^  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants. 

Almofl^ 
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Almofl;  adjoining  to  the  weft  end  of  Frafcrburgh,  is  the  fiih* 
ing  village  of  Broadfea.  Seven  boats  belong  to  it.  Tbefe 
boats  are  let  to  a  tackfman.  The  filhermen  inhabit  good 
hoofes  covered  with  tyles :  to  build  which^  they  receive  an 
allowance  from  the  proprietor.  They  are  tenants  at  willy 
paying  annually  a  fmall  quit  rent. 

A  few  yards  weft  of  the  Wine  Tower,  (mentioned  in  the 
note>  page  lo),  ftands  the  caftle  of  Kinnaird's  head^  built  a- 
bout  the  year  i6oO|  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram,  39  feet  by 
^7,  ftill  entire,  flrong,  and  lately  repaired.  Being  on  an 
eminence,  and  four  ftorics  high,  it  commands  an  extenfive 
profpeA.  On  the  top  of  this  caftle.  Government,  a  few  years 
ago,  ereded  a  light-houfe,  containing  20  lamps  with  reflec* 
tors  )  which,  it  is  believed,  will  tend  materiaUy  to  the  prefer* 
vation  of  the  fliipping  engaged  in  commerce  upon  this  coaft, 
CnnairdVhead  being  generally  the  firft  land  made  by  (hips 
coming  from  the  north  fea  to  the  eaft  coaft  of  Scotland,  and 
from  the  eaft  fea  to  the  Murray  Firth,  and  to  the  weft  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland  by  the  Orkneys.  It  is  alfo  taken  as  a 
point  of  departure ;  and  the  light  is  feen  a  grjeat  way  off^om 
the  weft,  north,  and  eaft,  by  which  veflels  are  enabled  to 
haul  their  wind  in  time,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  a  lee  ftiore. 

The  inconvenience  of  being  obliged  to  fend  to  Aberdeen, 
at  the  diftance  of  44  miles,  rooftly  by  exprefles,  for  all  cuftom- 
houfe  difpatckes,  is  feverely  felt  by  the  trading  part  of  the 
community  *.  Another  great  inconvenience  is  felt,  from  their 

being 

^  It  win  HOC,  it  k  hope^^  bt  deoned  improper  to  iiiSgcA,  before  quitttng 
(bis  fobje^i  the  propriety  of  introdvcuig  into  bnrghi  of  regalify,  or  of  bi'* 
rooy,  ailvanugef  iimiltar  tothofe  eajoyed  by  the  inhabitantf  of  burghs  royal, 
|»  the  dieapoefi  ittending  thetr  fetiiM  on  property  within  burgh,  and  moderite 
fees  OB  recording  thefe  deeds  by  the  town  clerks.  Nor  is  the  practice  with* 
fB  royal  bnrglis,  with  ttCptCt  to  the  fp eedy  difpofal  of  fallen  or  ruinous 

feus. 
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bniig  no  poft  going  dircAly  from  the  town  to  Petetbead  and 
Banff}  the  Ictterst  for  both  thefe  placcSj  going  round  by  Aber- 
deen* 


locf,  bf  flamte  1663.  e.  16.  IcTi  reqoifite  to  b«  estended  to  thoft  towns  and 
vUUfei ;  fincc  nothing  can  prove  &  |reater  bar  to  ftranfcn  hwn  fcttfing  in 
ibcm  tliMi  tha  4i%uftuif  appearance  they  exhibit.  Thele  fcifins  migfit 
W  rccordaUet  >t  ^  fiaali  expence,  in  the  (heriff  derk'a  oficc  of  the  coaatjf^ 
•ad  the  infeftmcnu  taken  by  the  town  clerks  of  the  bnrgh  of  barony  s  An 
tftion  might  alio  be  maintaineil  in  the  (heriffconri,  in  name  of  the  commnni- 
ty,  for  the  tale  of  fallen  and  minoot  ftus.  At  prefent  thefe  adieoa  mnft  be 
lttd,by  declaraiar  of  non-ffntry,  at  the  bftanec  of  the  foperior^bcfofc  the  coort 
•f  Sefions  A  mode  too  espenfive  for  the  vahie  of  theft  propertiea  in  gene- 
ral-—>  It  may  farther  be  obferredi  that  a  more  extenfive  fcale  of  police; 
than  at  prdcnt  eiift%  la  rc^oifite  ia  villages  and  towns  which  are  not  bv^ 
royaL 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER    U. 
PARISH    OF    RATHE  N. 

(PR£SBTT£RT    OF    DX£R|     SYNOD    AND    COUNT7    OT 
AB£RO££N.) 

By  the  Riv.  Mr.  William  Cuuimb. 


Nanu^  SiiuMtwn^  Isfc. 


A  CCORDING  to  a  current  tradition,  Rathen  is  derived 
from  Ethcman^  the  name  of  an  old  faint,  who  is  (aid 

to  have  refided  in  the  parifh. It  is  three  miles  diftant  fropi 

Fraferburgfa,  extending  upwards  of  two  miles  along  the  fea* 
coaft  betwixt  that  town  and  Peterhead ;  from  thence  it  runs 
inland,  in  a  fouth-weft  direction,  to  the  extent  of  7  miles; 
The  breadth  is  two  miles  at  an  average.  About  a  third  part 
of  Mormond^htli,  (mentioned  in  the  preceding  account  t)f 
Frafefburgh),  is  comprehended  in  the  parifli ;  this  hill,  its  en* 
▼irons,  and  leveral  patches  of  mofs,  are  good  for  little  except 
aflbrding  fuel.  The  foil,  through  the  reft  of  the  pariOi,  ig 
very  various :  There  are  fome  deep  rich  fields ;  others  are 
light, -and  &ndy  but  generally  productive  under  good  treat- 
meat  ;  and  others  gravelly  and  ftony,  feveral  parcels  of  which 
never  have  been  broken  up.  The  water  of  Rathen,  or  Philorth, 
dividing  this  parifli  from  Fraferburgh,  drives  feveral  mills ; 

and 
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and  has  fereral  fields  of  good  meadow  on  its  banks.  About 
the  half  of  the  fca  (hore  in  the  parifli  is  plain  and  (andy,  the 
reft  rocky,  but  low.  Green  links,  and  fome  patches  of  bent^ 
lie  immediately  abore  the  whole  courfe  of  this  coaft  %  which 
affords  fome  kelp,  and  abundance  of  (hell-fand  and  fea-ware, 
for  manure.  On  it  ftand  two  fiihing  Tillages^  employing  6  or 
7  boats  each.  The  fifli  caught  here  are  the  fame  fpecies  mow 
tioned  in  the  account  of  Frafetburghi  and  difpofed  of  in  the 
lame  manner.  The  air  is  fharp,  though  the  people  in 

general  cannot  be  faid  to  be  unhealthy.  Putrid  and  nenrous 
fevers  have  of  late  cut  off  feveral  perfons,  moftly  of  middle 
age.  Formerly  inflammatory  fercrs  prerailed  more.  Not  50 
years  age»  the  rhcumati(in  was  little  known^  now,  there  are  few 
grown  perfons  altogether  free  from  it.  Some  of  the  people  are 
reconciled  to  the  praAice  of  inoculation ;  fo  the  fmall-pox  does 
not  make  fo  much  hayock  as  ufual,  except  among  the  fiflierst 
who  will  not  adopt  that  prerentive  mode. 

Rntt^  Cultivation^  (^r.— -The  parifli  belongs  to  ten  diffe- 
rent proprietors,  whereof  two  are  reCdent.  The  valued  rent 
is  L.  3520  Scotch )  the  real  about  L.  2000  fterling,  paid  part 
in  money  and  part  in  viftual,  with  fome  cuftoms,  bondages^ 
and  perfonal  fervices,  though  the  three  laft  are  gradually  lef* 
fening  here.  The  inhabitants  in  general,  except  the  fiflier* 
men,  and  a  few  old  and  decayed  perfons,  who  refide  in  foli- 
tary  cottages,  are  all,  in  fome  degree,  farmers.  The  feveral 
tradefmen,  and  others  of  different  employments,  poffeb  each 
a  field,  which  they  generally  improve.  Upwards  of  three* 
fourths  of  the  parifli,  however,  is  occupied  by  real  farmera^ 
who  of  late,  having  adopted  a  better  mode  of  culture  than 
what  prevailed  formerly,  have  improved  their  poflefEons  con- 
fiderably.  Yet  ftill  much  may  be  done.  Near  the  coaft,  the 
t  principal 


^pncjpal  p^rt  pf  the  pipp  confifts  of  barley>  ot|  vhat  ift  callcd^ 
t|rare^>ear  *|  pcafe^  an4  l^ans*  Farthet  inland,  oats  and  barley» 
pot:^tQc$9  turnips,  kail,  and  fown  grafs,  ate  alfo  raifed,  more  or 
lefs  on  eyery  pofleflion  i  likewife  fmall  parcels  of  flax  on  fomc^ 
bift  f^p  wheat.  The  barley  raifed  in  this  dlftrift  is  of  three 
different  quaUtiesi  true  barley^  weighing  from  19  to  ao  ft. 
the  bpU  $  cpipmon  country  bear^  or  bigj  weighing  from 
17  to  x8  ft.  and  ware*beaT,  from  16  to  17  ft.  all  Amfterdam 
weigt^t,  an4  Aberdeen  meafufe*  The  oats  raifed  here  are 
gqod^  efpecially  pq  the  coaft,  weighing,  on  well  managed 
farms»  16  ft.  Some  brocked,  but  littl^,  if  imyi  finall  oats  are 
m>w  raifed*  Lipic  l^as  been  ufed  here  asf  manure,  during  tl^e 
courfe  of  80  yearf,  though,  fof  a  long  timei  very  improperly*) 
its  application  now  being  better  un4erftoo49  it  is  attended  with 

good  ctkCts. There  are  feveral  veins  of  limeftdiie  in  the 

p^rifh ;  one  is  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  any  in  this  corner  of  the 
country :  its  produce  is  carried  inland  to  a  coniiderable  dif- 
tancp  for  t^p  purpofe  of  building.  Sea  Y^re,  and,  of  late« 
fliell  £and,  are  i^fed  as  manure*— Servant's  wages  are  in-* 
crea&d  to  about  double  what  they  were  ]o  years  ago,  and  afC 
every  year  augmenting  \  as  is  the  price  pf  labour  of  evpry  kind* 
«— The  numbers  of  the  cattle  maintained  in  the  paiiflij 
in  179^9  is  as  follows  : 

Horfef  463.    Black  cattle  12484    Sheep  602* 

Churchy  Poor^  is^c. — The  parifli  church  is  the  otily  place 
where  divine  fcrvice  is  publicly  performed  in  the  parifli.  Its 
fabric,  the  miniiler^s  manfe  and  pffices,  are  all  id  good  repair. 
The  minifter's  ftipend  is  a  clialder  of  ware-bear ;  another  of 

Vol.  VI.  C  mcalj 

*  When  bear  er  big  Is  maHored  with  (ea  ware,  the  crop  b  wtry  abtiiidf|Stf 
tot  the  gnia  is  very  6ati^  and  is  luwwn  by  tht  oasM  of  ff^Mre-hfar, 
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meal;  700  mcrks  Scotch  money;  100  mcrks  Scotch^  for 
communion  elements ;  and  £.4  ft.  for£ring}  the  mofsy  whence 
the  minifter  ufed  to  be  fupplied  with  peats,  being  lately  ex* 

^haufted.  BeGdes  the  aboye,  the  minifter  poflefles  aboat  6 
acres  of  ground,  (glebe  and  grafs) ;  which,  cogcther  with  the 

^manfe  and  offices,  would  fet  to  no  great  account  without  pri- 
vilege to  mofs.  Lord  Saltoun  is  patron.  The  fchoolmafter*s 
falary  is  Tcry  trifling. 

The  poor  of  the  parifli  are  fupplied  in  their  own  houfcs. 
Very  few  go  a  begging,  and  that  only  occafionally.  The 
funds  under  the  management  of  the  church  feffion,  arifing 
from  fome  mortified  money  lent  out,  the  weekly  colle£lions 
in  the  church,  and  fome  other  fmall  emoluments  accruing  to 
the  feflion,  aiFord  them  about  L.  30  fterling  yearly.  There  are 
ufually  from  30  to  40  on  the  roll,  befides  fome  ncceilitous  per- 
fons  that  occafionally  need  fupply.  The  inhabitants  in  gene- 
ral are  charitable ;  and  the  poor  are  often  privately  affifted 
by  their  neighbours,  efpecially  by  the  families  of  diftindion, 
whofc  benevolence,  indeed,  is  not  confined  to  their  own  neigh- 
bouihood.  The  pari(h  could,  with  eafe,  fupport  its  own  poor, 
but  is  har raffed  with  vagrants.  The  failure  of  crop  1 782  was 
very  diftrefling ;  and  the  fuccecding  one  afibrded  litde  relief; 
the  poor  people's  Vnoney  being  then  gone :  Had  not  crop  1 784 
proved  uncommonly  productive,  great  numbers  would  have 
been  ruined. 

P^i^/i}/i0if. —^During  the  laft  20  years,  the  inhabitants 
have  increafed  confiderably.  It  is  faid,  by  fcarcity,  owing  to 
unfavourable  feafons,  during  the  7  laft  years  of  the  preced- 
ing century,  called  here,  the  ill  jearsy  they  were  greatly  dimi« 
nifhed.  In  1755,  the  number  was  1527.  The  prefent  num- 
bers of  all  ages  and  religious  profcffions^  are, 

I  Inhabitants 
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Inhabitants 

^730 

Bereans                              9 

Families 

401 

Seceders                             -  2 

Males 

861 

Roman  Catholic                   i 

Females 

869 

ReGdent  in  the  two  fifliing 

Under  10 

371 

villages                         401 

From  10  to 

20 

378 

The  oldeft  perfoo  in  the 

50 

640 

parifliis                          92 

70 

241 

Average  of  baj>tifms  in  the 

Above  70 

100 

regifter                           35 

Prelbytcrians 

\ 

1487 

Epifcopalians 

\ 

23' 

of  burials              31 

Mifcellaneous  Ohfervatiom  *• — The  people  of  this  parifli  arc 
general  fober  and  induftrious,  and  live  comfortabl]r>  at  leaft 
fuch  as  are  well  difpofed  and  attentive.  By  a  better  mode  of 
farming,  and  greater  diligence  than  formerly  prevailed  here, 

C  2  they 

•  yMpntUi.r^Thttt  are  few  remains  of  antiquity  in  tMsparUh.  Themoft  re» 
markable  are  three  old  cainu  which  were  very  large»  till  of  late  that  great  qiian* 
tities  of  the  ftones  hare  been  taken  away  from  two  of  them.  They  (land  near 
one  another  apon  an  cxtcnfiTe  plain ;  and  are  thought  to  be  monuments  of 
the  burials  of  ibme  eminent  men.  The  remains  of  human  bones  were  lately 
found  in  one  of  them.  The  tradition,  which  is  all  that  can  be  learned  of  them 
here,  is^  that  the  Danes  landed  on  the  eaft  coaft,  at  a  place  called  Cruden,  a* 
bout  fix  miles  fouthward  from  Peterhead ;  that  the  inhabitants  attacked  and 
drore  them  from  their  fliips ;  whereupon,  flying  towards  Moray,  where  a  co« 
lony  of  their  countrymen  were  eftabliflied,  the  Scots  came  up  with,  fought  and 
beat  them  on  the  plain  where  the  cairns  ftand ;  and  that  they  contain  the 
gnvcs  of  ibme  chiefs  that  fell  there. 

There  are  two  old  cafties  in  the  pari(h  both  in  ruins,  Cairnbuilg  and  luTer* 
allochie,  which  feem  to  be  places  of  eonfiderable  ftrength,  efpedally  Cairnbuilg; 
the  walls  of  which  are  aimoft  entire,  and  of  pnxiigions  thicknefs.  It  wu  the  iM« 
mily  feat  of  Lord  Saltoun*s  predeceflors;  and  called  Phibrth,  till  fold  by  Sir  A« 
W;(aiiderFrarer,An.26l3,toFrafer  of  Durris,wben^asune  was  changed  to  Cairn* 

hiulgx 
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Vticj  have  in  general  increafed  their  litde  ftocks :  Tet  unhap« 
^ily,  too  many  by  a  more  expenfive  mode  of  liring  and  dref$, 
lately  introduced,  have  hurt  themfelves  very  much.  Even  ler* 
rants,  both  male  and  female,  though  their  wages  are  almoft  the 
double  of  what  they  were  fome  time  ago,  expend  fo  much  on 
drefs,  that  they  are  in  general  poor.  No  natural  wood  growt 
here ;  but  the  mofies  abound  with  oaks  of  a  large  fi^e  i  Tome 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  prefervation  as  to  be  fit  for  many  ufeful  pur* 
pofes.  Some  fmall  plantations  of  lirood  have  been  made  here 
fince  the  commencement  of  this  cenf^^ry ;  and  in  thefe  the 
afli,  in  particular,  is  of  an  excellent  quality.-—^  A  very  cx^ 
traordinary  land  flood  happened  on  the  i8th  of  July,  17S9  ; 
fuppofed  to  have  been  occafioned  by  a  water  fpout  brealdxig 
upon  Mormond-hill,  and  fwelling  the  water  of  Rathen  to  9 
pitch  that  ^as  not  remembered  by  the  oldeft  perfon  in  the  pa* 
ri(h.  Several  bridges  were  broken  down  ;  and  fundry  patches 
of  meadow  buried  deep  under  ftones  and  gravel. 

NUMBER 

bnilg :  And  8sr  Aleiaader  then  transferred  its  fortoer  nune  to  another  hooie 
that  belonged  to  him,  about  a  mile  to  the  weftward,  which  it  ftill  retains ;  and 
has  been  tht  feat  of  the  Saltoun  fandly  eter  fince. 

InYcrallochie  appears  to  be  inferior  in  ftrength  to  Caimbuilg.  No  date  is 
fcen  about  either  of  theip.  Till  of  late  a  ftone  abore  the  entry  to  InveraU 
lochie  bore»  with  the  Cwnme's  arms,  the  following  inicription :  **  I  Joidus 
**  Cuming  gat  this  houfe  and  land  for  bigging  the  abbey  of  Deer." 

There  are  alfo  two  mounds,  or  hillocks  of  earth,  near  the  church,  and  not 
a  mile  afunder,  that  feem  to  have  beep  formed  by  the  hands  of  men.  They 
are  nearly  drcnlar,  and  flope  towards  the  top,  forming  there  an  horizontal 
plain,  fomcwhat  drcular  alfo^  of  about  thirty  yards  diameter.  Both  are  pretty 
llecp  aU  around  s  except  that  accefs  to  the  top  is  tolerably  cafy  on  one 
quarter  of  each,  by  means  of  the  rifing  ground  adjoining.  The  One  is  called  Tre« 
for  hill,  and  the  other  St  Oyne*s.  Some  think  they  have  been  old  encamp- 
ments. 
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NUMBER    in. 
PARISH  OF  CAERLAVEROCK. 

(PEESBYTERT,  COUNTY,  AND  SYNOD  OF  BUMFUtS.) 
By  the  Rev.  Mit«  WiixiiiM  M'Morine. 


A  CCORDING  to  Baxter  *^  Caerlaverock  fignifics  the  caf- 
^  ^  tie  clofe  upon  the  fea.  The  pariih  is  a  kind  of  penin* 
fula,  formed  by  the  Solway  Firth,  the  river  Nith,  and  Lochar- 
water ;  rcfembling  a  camuctpia^  (a  juft  emblem  of  its  fertili- 
ty) }  having  its  mouth  towards  Dumfries,  into  which  it  pours 
a  conGderable  part  of  its  produce ;  and  the  convex  fide  towards 
Nith  and  Solway*  The  middle  and  upper  end  of  the  pari(h> 
is  high,  with  gently  rifing  hills,  and  compa£%  ;  '  it  bends, 
^nd  is  lengthened  to  a  point,  eaftward,  and  this  part  is  low 
and  level.  The  higher  ground  is  generally  a  light,  dry,  and 
tolerably  fertile  loam ;  interfperfed,  however, '  with  many  a« 
cres  of  wet,  (hallow,  ftony,  mooriih  foil,  (producing  nothing 
hvf,  heath  and  rufhes}*  lying  for  the  moil  part  in  the  vallies  | 

which» 

*  Oki&nr  of  BritUh  sntiquities,  under  the  word  ITxr/r.  Mr  Grafe  thinks. 
CaeiliTerock  &gpS&s$  the  caftle  of  Lewirch  Og»  who  wis  the  ion  of  Lewarct^ 
flen»  a  celebrated  Britiih  poet,  and  founder  of  th^e  caftle. 
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which,  eren  after  it  has  been  limed  and  tilledi  but  ill  rewards 
the  labour  of  the  hufbandman.  The  low  and  lerel  point  is  of 
various  foils.  The  whole  (lands  on  a  red  freeftone  bottoniy 
which,  in  the  higher  land,  is  at  no  great  depth  from  the  fur» 
face  \  and  is  a  foft,  cafily  wrought,  though  prcttj  durable, 
ftone,  ufed  for  building  in  the  vicinity.  Some  of  it  has  of 
late  been  manufaAured  into  flags,  and  exported  to  Dublin 

«nd  Liverpool. In  the  Nith,  excellent  flounders  and  fat> 

mon  are  caught  *  by  the  farmers  and  cotters ;  and  either  con- 
fumed  in  their  families,  or  carried  to  Dumfries.  In  the 
Lochar,  are  found  pikes,  xt>aches^  and  eels,  in  abundance, 
likewife  a  few  trouts :  and,  near  its  mouth,  falmon  and  floun- 
ders are  fometimes,  but  rarely,  caught. In  the  parifli  are 

two  harbours,  Keltown  and  Glencaple.  At  the  former,  the 
tiderifes  15  feet;  and  at  the  latter,  12  feet,  at  the  full  and 
change  of  the  moon.  The  veflcls  belonging  to  Nith,  are  from 
30  to  80  or  90  tons  burden ;  chiefly  employed  in  bringing 
lime  and  coals  from  Cumberland ;  and  from  Liverpool,  fuch 
grocery  goods  as  are  confumed  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and 
in  exporting  potatoes  and  grain.  Of  late»  rum,  fruit,  and 
Port  wine,  have  been  imported ;  and  a  confidcrable  quantity 
of  timber  is  annually  brought  from  Memel  and  Riga :  but 
the  veflcls  employed  in  tliefc  voyages  are  generally  obliged  to 
unload  at  the  Carfe,  6  miles  below  Glencaple  Key. 

Extent^  Proprietcrs^  Rent^  l*fc» — The  parifli  is  6  miles  long, 
and  no  where  more  than  two  miles  broad,  containing  about  4640 
Scotch  acres;  whereof,  59  are  wood,  about  60  mofs,  and 
the  reft  arable,  with  the  exception  of  nearly  40  acres  of  mea- 
dow liable  to  be  overflowed  by  Lochar ;  and  a  ftill  greater  ex- 
tent 

*  The  various  modes  of  fifhing  pra£tiied  here,  are  defcribed  in  the  account 
of  the  pirifli  of  Dornock,  vol.  2d. 
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tent  of  marfli  ground  expofed  to  the  fame  accident  from  the 
fea.  The  whole  pariih  is  the  property  of  William  Hagger- 
done  Maxwell  Conftable,  Efq.  of  Nithfdale,  excepting  abouc6oo 
acres  belonging  to  three  different  heritors^  only  one  of  whom 
refides*  The  old  croft  land  is  fet  at  one  guinea  per  acre ;  the 
other  arable  bnd,  from  21  s.  to  about  los.  the  unimproved 
pafture  and  moor  ground^  of  which  Jit  tie  now  remains,  from 
ra.  6d«  to  7s.  the  marfh  and  meadow  from  los.  to  I2$.  Leafcs 
are  commonly  granted  for  19  years,  and  no  more.  The  real 
rent  of  the  pariih  is  at  prefent  L.  2151 :  8  : 9.  Tliis  rent  has 
been  doubled  fince  1776,  and  more  than  tripled  Cnce  1756. 
Such  is  the  rapid  progrefs  of  in)provement,  that  nearly  is.  5d. 
per  acre^  more  rent  is  laid  on  the  land,  in  thofe  leafes  which  are 
]uft  now  about  to  be  renewed  *.  The  tenants  pay  none  of  the 
public  burdens,  except  the  road  money  (L.  14  per  annum)^  the 
vi£lual  ftipend,  the  tithes  of  fifti  due  to  the  minifter,  and  aa 
acknowledgement  of  is.  6d.  to  the  landlord,  from  every  perfon 
who  ufes  the  haf-net.    The  valued  rent  is  2597  merks. 

Produce f  Cultivation^  tjfr.— The  produce  may  be  thus 
dated : 

Acres.      Produce  Valae.  Total  Total  Talue* 

per  acre.  produce. 

Wheat     193  3 1  Win.  b.  5s.  4di    5983  bfli.   L.I593    94 

Barley      200  33    do.  2s.  6d.    6600  b(h.          825     o  o 

^^         773  35    3o.  IS  I  id.  27055  b(h.       2592150 

Potatoes  138      7  tons.  23£«4d.      966  tons.      1127    00 

1414  acres.  Total  value  L.6138    4  4 

There 
•  How  13m:  this  may  be  carried,  Mfould  be  hazardous  toconjcOure;  but,  in  the 
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There  are  alfo  about  30  acres  in  Sax,  and  80  in  turnips^ 
peafe,  or  fallow. 

The  live  ftock  have  been  nombered  and  may  be  rained 
nearly  as  follows : 

173  Hprfesy  at  ^.  14  each  •>  L.  2492    o    o 

784  Cows  of  one  year  old  and  upwards^ 

atL.4  • 

190  C^ves  of  the  prefent  year^  at  L.1 :  10 
300  Sheepi  at  L.  I 
100  Swincj  worth  when  fat,  L.a :  10 

Total  value  of  live  ftock  L.  6393    o    o 

liime  is  univerfally  ufed  as  a  manure.  The  firft  time 
ground  is  limed,  it  is  ufual  to  lay  on  each  acre,  from  50  to  70  or 
even,  80  meafures»  more  or  lefs»  in  proportion  to  the  heavinels 
or  lightnefs  of  the  foil  *•  Sleechi  or  fea  fand,  b  ufed  as  a  fub* 
ftitute  for  limcj  by  thofe  neareft  the  ihore« 

The 


«ietntime|it  glrettlie  friend  of  thehiiibtnclinan  pIcaAuc  to  o^fcrre^tlkat  hitlier«i 
tO|  with  the  adnmoement  of  hii  rent,  the  price  0^  the  pndvdioiv  of  the  fti^  his 
S^Tity,  his  intelligence,  and  his  happineit,  feem  to  liave  Mdmsccd* 

*  Upon  land  that  has  never  heen  plov^^ed  before^  the  lime  is  not  laid  on* 
til  it  be  firft  brolLen  by  the  plongh  ^nd  harrows;  b«t»  if  it  has  been  tilled  be- 
fore, it  is  thought  better  to  fpread  it  on  the  grais  fnrfoce ;  and  experience 
proves,  that  it  is  advanUgeous  to  allow  the  lime  to  Ue  a  year  on  the  gnmnd, 
before  pbng^g  it  down.  If  it  be  pboghed  dowa  immediately,  the  farmer 
teapc  no  benefit  fram  the  lime  tfr  the  firft  pipp. 


The  following  rotation  of  crops  is  purfued  with  little  raria- 
tion.  The  ground  is  broken  up  for  oats^  two  crops  of  which 
ire  taken  in  fucceflion.  Then  follows  a  green  crop,  general- 
ly potatoes ;  feldom  turnips,  peafe,  or  naked  fallow.  After 
thb  the  ground  is  fown  with  clover  and  rye*grafs,  and  is  then 
mown  for  the  firft  year,  paftured  for  the  two,  and  fometimes 
three  following  years  :  After  which,  it  is  again  broken  up  to 
undergo  the  fame  courfe  of  tillage.  Where  the  foil  is  not  fit 
for  wheat  or  barley,  two  or  three  crops  of  oats  are  taken  after 
the  lime  is  laid  on,  and  then  the  ground  is  laid  out  for  paftore; 
in  which  ftate,  it  is  allowed  to  lie  ftiH,  in  order  to  fubdue  the 
rufhes,  heath,  and  mofs  which  foon  grow  up,  and  the  farmer  is 
again  called  upon  to  lime  and  plough  it.  The  farms  are.  ge- 
nerally fmall,  from  L.  40  to  L.  70  per  annutn^  of  rent,  and 
fereral  pay  much  lefs^  two  only,  pay*above  L.ioo  a  year.  In  the 
parifh  there  are  upwards  of  90  carts,  and  about  70  ploughs, 
both  of  the  Scotch  and  the  Englifli  form ;  the  latter  is  ufed  in 
the  low  land,  which  is  entirely  free  of  ftones,  and  the  former 
in  the  dry  and  ftqny  land-  The  horfes  are  all  of  the  Scotch 
breed,  and  employed  in  agriculture  only.  A  few  young  ones  are 
reared  annually,  either  for  fale,or  to  fupply  the  place  of  thofethat 
wear  out  in  the  fcrvice.  The  cows  are  moftly  of  the  Galloway 
kind.  Few  of  them,  even  when  well  fattened,  will  weigh  more 
than  40  ft.  The  (heep  are  of  the  Englifli  mugg,  the  Bakewell, 
the  Scotch,  or  moorland  kind.  Part  of  the  f wine  are  confumed  in 
the  parifli,  and  part  killed  and  falted  for  the  Englifti  market.  A 
ccmfiderable  number  of  young  cattle  reared  in  the  parifli,  are 
every  year  fold  in  the  Dumfries  market.  AU  the  wheat  is  car- 
ried thither^  and  part  of  the  barley  produced  here ;  part  is 
exported  to  Whitehaven  and  Liverpool  j  to  which  ports,  to 
Dublin,  and  fometimes  even  to  Briftol,  the  potatoes,  after  the 
very  confiderable  confumption  of  the  parifli  is  fupplied)  are  dlfo 
fenr. 

Vol.  V|.  D  J^opulaticn. 


«$  .    SttUifiical  Jteanmt 

P4i^tftfi9fft—— According  to  Dr  Webfter't  report  in  175(9 
the  number  of  inhabitanu  was  *  •  •784 

By  a  lift  made  up  in  1 777,  there  were  in  the  parifli  449 
males,  and  553  females  •  <-  Total  901 

In  17911  the  population  was  as  under: 
Total  95  S    Ship  carpenterr  and  fai- 


Males 

454 

lort                                 25 

Females 

501 

Houfe  do.  and  wrights         7 

Unmarried    males,    who 

Mafons                                  3 

keep  houfe 

5 

Quarrjmen                           2 

Under  10 

ajo 

Smiths                                   5 

Above  90  ♦ 

2 

Shoe-makers                         9 

Families  of  farmers 

5« 

Weavers                            20 

Taylors                                  5 

tradefmen 

166 

Annual  average  of  births 

Total  families 

22a 

in  1740                           15 

Eoman  Catholics,  indivi- 

Average for  fome  years 

duals 

3 

paft                                 2; 

Families  of  diflenters 

3 

Born  in  1790  and  1791       60 

The  average  number  in  each  family  is  under  4t>  owing  to 
the  number  of  poor  people  who  live  in  houfes  by  themfcives. 
Almoft  all  the  inhabitants  are  employed  in  agriculture ;  even 
a  great  part  of  the  tradefmen  occafionaUy  take  up  that  em- 
ployment, particularly  in  harveft  time.  The  labour  of  culti- 
vation is,  however,  chiefly  performed  by  the  farmers  them- 
felvea,  (who  do  not  difdain  to  follow  the  plough),  and  by  their 

families, 

•  Xii  the  npSbu  art  cntettd  the  names  <»f  ievcnl  who  died  in  the  9Jth  and 
|<^th  ycsn  of  their  sfc;  one  is  ikid  to  haTe  reached  xoo  years. 


pf  CMflavetock.  ay 

funiliesy  eotugers,  and  fervants,  though  only  a  few  of  the  laft 
daft  are  required*. 

Ecciifiafiical  States  Poor^  isfe* ^Theftipend  is  L.  5a  fter^ 

Ibg  in  money ;  236  ft*  of  meal ;  £8  pecks  of  bear ;  the  tythea 
of  Townhead  and  Byres^  paid  in  kind^  on  an  average  L.  la  ; 
the  tiend  of  fiih,  which  is  i  s.  from  every  man  who  ufes  the 
haf-net^  valued  at  L.  3  -»  a  glebe  of  ai  acres,  valued  at  L.  14  ; 
amounting  in  whole  to  L*  no  per  annum.  The  tnanfe  waa 
built  about  17089  by  Dr  John  Hutton,  a  native  of  this  parifliy 
and  is  yet  in  decent  condition.  The  Duke  of  Queenlberry  is 
patron. 

In  the  pariih  are  four  fchools,  at  which  no  lefs  than  150 
boys  and  girls  are  inftru£fced  in  reading,  writing,  and  aritb* 
metic  i  and  at  one  of  them  a  few  boys  are  taught  Latin  and 
Greek. 

In  1708,  Dr  Hutton,  above-mentioned,  mortified  L.  tooo 
fterling';  the  intereft  of  L.  5^00  of  which  was  deftined  for 
fupport  of  the  native  poor  of  the  pari(b,  payment  of  fchool^ 
mafterS9  maintaining  burfars  at  the  fchools»  and  repairing  th^ 

D  a  church 

*  The  W2ges  of  a  mail  (eirant  who  is  maintained  hi  the  lamily,  is  from  L.  6 
to  JL.  8 ;  thofe  of  a  woman,  about  L.  3.  The  former,  while  he  rernajn* 
(iiig;le,  if  he  be  frugal,  may  live  decently ;  but  the  latter,  who  receives  fo 
much  kis  for  more  ince(&nt,  though  fomewhat  eaficr  labour,  is  barely  able  to 
fopport  hericlf  on  her  wages.  The  married  day*hbonrer  who  receives  only 
I  s^  per  day,  without  Ti^hials,  and  S  d.  with  them,  can  icarcely  malntani  his 
lencFslly  numerous  £smiiy.  ife  can  earn  no  more  than  L.  25  :  15,  peraon« 
even  were  he  not  to  remain  idle  one  day.  Yet  fuch  is  the  4iappy  frugality  and 
indaftry  of  this  daft  in  Scotland,  that  thdte  are  many  families,  coniiiling  of  « 
wtfe  and  7  or  S,  And  even  more  diildren,  4  of  whom,  at  leaH,  can  do  nothing 
for  their  own  fobfiftence,  fupported  by  the  labour  of  one  man  :  And,  what 
Che  faunirions  will  fcarcely  believe,  they  Icem  to.be tolerably  weftcMied  and 
fed,  cpoteated  and  happy. 


/ 


20  Statyiical  Acceum 

church  and  maBfe.  The  iiitercft  of  the  remunbg  L.  roo 
was  allotted  to  defray  the  expence  of  management  $  which,  hj 
the  deed  of  mortification,  is  intrufted  to  the  fei&on  of  the 
pariflii  whofe  accounts  are  to  be  annoaDy  audited  by  the  pref- 
bytery  of  the  bounds. 

.  The  whole  fum  of  L.  loooj  was  foon  after  it  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  feffion,  hid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  the  barony  of 
Barclay,  in  Cdvend,  which  now  yields  an  annual  rent  of 
L.  183*  The  parifli  afterwards  received  L.  310  more  in'dona* 
tions  from  different  perfons  i  L.  1 10  of  which  was  laid  out  to 
improve  Barclay,  and  the  remaining  L*  200  is  lent  out  at  L.  5 
fer  cent  intcreft  ;  fo  that  the  whole  annual  income  of  the  pa* 
li(h  is  now  L.  193,  which  is  thus  expended : 

To  the  grammar  fehool  at  Bankend  -         L.  30    o    o 

To  the  Engliih  fchool  at  Blackfhaw  -  1500 

To  ditto  at  Highmains  -  700 

To  ditto  at  Keltown        *  *        7    o    o 

To  the  maintainance  of  fix  poor  boys  as  burfars,  at 
•.  'the  fchool  of  Bankend,  eadi  of  whom  receive  an- 

ttually  L.  3  : 4  : 6  for  four  years        *  -         '9     7    ^ 

After  they  leave  fchool,  they  receive  each  7s.  6d. 

for  4  years  more,  to  aflift  in  the  payment  of  ap- 
"    prentice- fees,  if  bound  to  any  trade  -  250 

Privately  diftributed  in  terms  of  a  donation  200 

Publicly  didributed  at  three  different  terms  annually, 

more  or  lefs  according  to  circumftances,  but  on 

an  average  -  *  •  •  80    o  .  e 


Total  L.  161   12    o 

The  occafional  expences  for  the  management  of  the  funds 
do  not  amount  to  more  than  L*  2  annually }  what  remains  of 

the 


Ac  income,  is  devoted  to  tlie  buying  of  books  for  the  fdiools, 
and  poor  fcholars;  building  and  rq^airing  fchoolhoufes/ 
chnrcb,  and  manfc ;  and  relieving  tccidental  diftsefs.  The 
coUeAions,  at  the  church  door,  amoundng  to  L.  4  ftr  anfmm, 
are  deftined  for  the  fupport  of  thofe  who,  not  having  been 
bom  in  the  parifli,  have  no  right  to  participate  in  the  benefit  of 
Dr  Button's  fund*. 

£mtf9ifft 

*  If  tke  fitnttion,  dfoimftaiiees,  uA  mannwi  4tf  the  iahabitants  ^f  Cacr* 
brerack  are  ooafidcred,  it  flvould  ieem  that  a  fourth  ^art:ol  the  ^iiiii,  alWttc4 
to  the  fiiftpott  of  the. poor,  might  be  fnffidcQt  (or  all  the  pnrp^Tea  of  ixal  and 
nfeful  charity.  And,  indeed,  an  attentive  obfenrer  will  reckon  it  a  matter  of 
doubt,  whether  the  greatnefs  of  the  parifli  funds  be  produAive  of  mod  good 
or  eriL  The  moratift  has  fome  caufe  to  complain,  that  it  dries  up  the  fources 
^  private  charity.aitd  renders  the  poorer  peo|^  leTa  wiUiag  to  aQft  their  oldaykl 
aMiy  fdadOM.  Thefe,  they  feem  iometimeadi^ioM  to  abandon  tb  the  fare  of 
the  (^0M>i,  who  camiot,  by  the  finall  allowance  they  beftow,  makq  up  to  theni 
the  want  of  that  tender  aiCduity,  which  proves  the  cordial  of  age  and  poverty, 
and  which  natural  afe£tion  alone  can  adminifter. 

The  fanner  wkh  (Ull  greater  reafon  complains,  that  the  idea  of  a  plentiliil 
fimd  dbUiflMd  for  their  Ai{vort,. tills  the  pariOs  in.fplte  pf  evecy  tifh(t  to 
prevent  it,  with  the  idle,  infirm,  and  iodolaot  &  and  renders  it  difficult  for  hw  to 
obtain,  ^y^labourers.  In  fine,  the  poorthemlelyes  afc  far  £com.  beipg<eon- 
te&tcd  frith  their  ti:^pe£tive  proportions  of  the  fnnds,  which  are,  notwithftsnd- 
ing,  diftributcd  with  great  impartiality.  They  are  accuflomed  to  lean  too  much 
to  theiBy  and  to  depend  too  little  vpon  their  own  exertions  :  |i9ay,  it  is  find, 
that  a  querulous  habit  is  acquired^  and  even  infirmity  feigned,  in  order  to  ex* 
ptc  oompaflign,  and  taohtain  a  morelibei»LDiare  of  charity. 

In  the  oppofite  fcale  of  good,  thefe  cScds  of  the  funds  are  to  be  thrown  i 
Eirily  The  fupport  of  CDayaniaot  ichools ;  Second,  That  no  didreTs  ari(iog 
from  poverty  occi^s,  which  obtains  not  a  prompt  relief,  without  apy  expence 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariih.  But,  though  none  of  the  poor  of  jCaerlave* 
foekait  under  the  neceflity  of  begging  from  houfe  to  houfe>  the  parish  ir^s 
■Hwfa  as  any  other  in  this  quarter,  peftcrcd  with  vagmnts,  and  as  liberal  t9 
them. 

From  thefe  fa^  and  obfervations  then,  as  it  has  occurred  to  every  man  who 

turns 


30  Suuj/Hcal  Jccaunt 

Emmni  Min.'^Dt  John  Hottoii»  whole  benefadiont  haw 
been  juft  now  mentumcd^  was  bom  in  this  pariih ;  and»  Cor 
fome  timet  herded  the  (beep  of  die  Epifoopal  minifter  of  this 
chaige«  From  this  humble  ftation  he  was  removed  to  be  a 
companion  to  a  gentleman's  fon^  who  had  taken  a  bmcy  to 
him }  and  along  with  this  perfon  he  acquired  the  rudiments  of 
a  liberal  education.  At  Edinburgh  he  ftudied  phjfic  j  and, 
going  abroad  in  purfuit  of  that  fcience,  happened  to  be  in 
Holland  a  little  before  the  Revolution.  While  in  that  country^ 
it  happened  that  Mary,  Princefs  of  OrangCf  being  thrown 
from  her  horfe  at  a  hunting  psity»  Hutton  was  the  firft  to 
prefent  himfelf,  when  a  furgeon  was  wanted  to  bleed  her. 
This  put  him  in  the  road  to  prefermenL  He  came  over  at  the 
revolution;  was  made  firft  phjfician  to  King  William  and 
Queen  Marjt  ^nd  phyfician  general  to  their  armies  and  hof« 
pitals :  In  which  ftations  he  acquired  an  ample  fortune,  and 
died  in  1712.    BeCdcs  thefe  benefaAions,  he  bequeathed  his 

library 


tnmt  his  fttteBtio&  to  the  Ibfaitioii  of  this  important  queitioDy  **  How  o^^ 
**  the  poor  to  be  fttpplied/*  it  nay  be  iafened  i 

That  diftrcfi  and  po? erty  mnhiphr  ia  proportioo  to  tfaoTe  funds  that  an 
created  to  idierc  them.  **  Whete  the  carcaft  is^'theic  the  eagles  tiritt  be  fi^ 
••  thered  together.** 

Tha^  the  meaiiiits  of  charitf  OQg^t  to  remain  inrifible,  till  the  moment  when 
it  is  neceffitfy  that  they  ihonld  be  diftribnted. 

That  ifl  the  eountiy  pariOies  of  Scothnd,  in  geneial»  finall,  ofrafionaf,  vo» 
hmtary,  eoUedions  are  fuffident. 

That  the  leg^tnre  has  no  occafion  tolnteiftre  to  a«t^neiit  that  fti«am 
which  is  already  copious  enoi^ghy  tluM^Sr^  not  always  dcrlv^  £rom  its  proper 
iburce,  or  confined  to  its  proper  chsnnel. 

In  fine,  that  the  eilablKhment  of  a  poors-rate  would  be,  not  only  nnneccfr 
iary,  but  hurtAil,  as  it  would  tend  to  ^pprefs  the  landholder  witfaoat  1 
relief  to  the  poor. 


of  Caerlaverock.  3 1 

iibnnry  tothe  prefbytery  of  Dumfriesy  which*town  he  rqire* 
Icnted  in  parliament. 

Mifeettaneous  Otfinfatiofu* .^^Tht  inhabitants  of  CaerlaYcrock 
are  in  general  plaini  honeft,  fober,  induftrious,  and  charitable. 
From  their  Ticimty  to  Dumfries  and  the  ihore,  they  are  more 
polilhed  and  liberal  than  fome  of  their  inland  neighboura* 
The  farmers,  though  none  of  them  rich,  are  yet,  in  general, 
in  comfortable  circumftances*  This  they  owe  to  their  own 
frugality,  (kill,  and  induftry  i  but,  in  fome  meafure,  alfo  to  the 
adTantages  of  being  near  a  confideraUe  market  town ;  the  vi* 
cinity  of  two  fea*ports ;  and  the  circumftanoes  of  their  bor- 
dering upon  Lochar  mofs,  which  fupplies  them  with  abun* 
dance  of  fuel  *,  though,  at  the  fame  time,  from  the  great 
wafteof  time  and  labour,  fo  precious  to  the  hu{bandman, 

which 


*  jiM^fMitUs^ '  "On  the  ibnth  (ide  of  the  pariiht  not  far  from  the  (hort^ 
are  fcarcely  to  be  traced  the  Teftiges  of  a  moated  triangular  caftle ;  probably 
that  from  wlucfa  the  name  of  the  pariih  if  derived,  and  fnppoied  to  be  the 
CtrhSMt»r^um  of  Ptolemy.  A  littie  to  the  north-eaft  of  theft  remaias,  aro 
to  be  icen  theftili  morCTenerable  mins  of  anotherand  more  modem  caftle, of 
limilar  (hape,  but  mnch  lai|^  dimenfiont ;  long  the  principal  lefidence  of  the 
noble  family  of  Maxwell;  which  has  been  Co  well  described  by  Grofe  and  Pen- 
nant, as  to  render  any  particdan  here  nnnecefiary.  Mot  far  weft  of  this  caftle 
fifes  the  hill  Wardlaw ;  on  the  top  of  which,  are  yet  Tiiible,  the  Teftigesof  a 
Eoman  incampment,  oonjedared  to  be  the  Uxela  of  Ptolomy.  The  hill  alteiw 
waidsicnred  as  awatch<^tower  tothe  caftle;  for  which  parpofe  it  was  well  fit* 

ted,  commanding  a  Tcry  estenfive  propped  in  almoft  erery  dirrffion On 

the  bordersof  this  pariih  is  a  mount,  called  the  Bailey  Know,  one  of  thefe  en- 
campments called  moats ;  near  which,  fome  iron  hoops  and  chains  were  foond« 
-^— A  little  below  Glencaple  Key,  doTe  by  the  fhore,  was  a  cell  or  a  chapel, 
dedicated  to  8t  Cobmba ;  near  this  is  a  well,  of  which  no  perfon  was  permit- 
ted to  drink  without  leaving  a  portion  of  viauals,  or  a  piece  of  money,  as  an 
«|m«  to  the  inhabitant  of  the  cell 


52  Statifiicai  Acsomu 

which  proGwiag  peats»  «(pecially  m  rainy  feafimsy  occaJiom^ 
they  eameftly  join  in  the  general  complaint  of  this  part  of 
Scotland,  againft  the  partial  and  abfnrd  duty  which  is  laid  up- 
•n  coals  imported  into  this  partof  the  kingdom.  To  caft|dry,and 
cart  home  all  the  peats  confumcd  in  the  pariih,  would  occupy 
for  one  day  4762  peribna,  together  with  13S1  horfea  and 
carts»  whofe  labour  ought  to  be  rated  ^  at  JL376.  A  few 
coals  alfo  are  ufed  by  thofe  that  are  at  a  diftance  from  the 
■Aois.— Another  great,  though  precarious  advanti4;e9  is, 
that  the  farmers  of  this  parilhi  in  generali  hold  their  fitrms 
of  a  landlord,  whofe  wife  and  good  maxims,  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  eftate,  havQ  hitherto  been,  not  to  over^ 
rale  his  lands  nor  to  remove  his  old  tenants,  fo  long  as  they 
are  difpofedto  keep  their  farms,  whilft  they  continue  to  be  in- 
duftrious,  and  while  there  is  eten  a  probability  that  they 
fiiall  be  able  to  pay  their  rent.  The  leafes  on  the  Nithf- 
dale  eftate  are  always  offered  again  to  the  old  tenant,  and 
renewed  at  leaft  two  years  before  their  expiration :  a  pra£lice 
well  worthy  the  regard  of  all  thofe  landholders,  who  do  not 
mean,  by  encouraging  a  competition  of  bidders,  to  ftir  up  en* 
vy,  and  to  raife  their  land  ab0Te  its  juft  value. 

The  farmers  of  this  pari(h,  and  indeed,  generally  fpeak« 
ing,  almoft  all  its  inhabitants,  arc  natives  of  it.  Excepting 
two  Iri(h  families,  alfo,  they  are  all  of  Scotch  extra£lion.  Here 
the  fathers,  for  fome  generations  back,  have  poflefled  the 
fame  farms  which  their  children  now  cultivate.  The  te- 
nants value  themfelves  as  much  On  this  antiquity  of  pofief- 
fion,  as  if  they  were  hereditary  proprietors,- and  not  with- 
out reafon,  as  it  ftili  has  been  a  claim  to  the  landlord's  favour ; 
and  we  truft,  that  we  fliall  not  be  accufed  of  carrying  our 
fpeculations  too  far,  when  we  venture  to  afiert,  that  the  per- 
petuity of  polTeflion  which  the  farmers  enjoy,  u  not  only 
I  favourable 
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lavottiabte  to  their  liappine&y  but  alfo  to  that  tirxth  nrhicfa  it 
is  cflentiaUy  conneAed,  their  virtue*  The  love  of  efteem  is 
a  luoft  powerful  prindple  of  goodneis;  and  furely  men 
will  be  more  amious  to  obtain  the  good  opinion  of  thofe» 
anumg  whom  diej  have  been  bom,  and  with  whom  they  hare 
long  aflbciated^  than  of  thofe  who  are  but  the  acquaintance 
of  a  dajt  and  from  idbofe  ne^hbourhood  they  are  iMo»  per* 
hapSf  to  remove* 
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NUMBER     IV. 
PARISH    OF    NEWHILLS. 

(county,   synod,  and  Pil£SBrr£RY  OF  ABERDEEN.) 
By  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Brown. 


Natne^  Siiuathn^  Isfe.^ 
TN  16639  the  lands  of  Capelhills  were  mortified  for  the  msun- 
-*-  tenance  of  a  minifter,  and  a  church  was  built  upon  them^ 
by  George  Davidfon  of  Pettahs*,  burgefs  of  Aberdeen;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  the  fouth  eaft  comer  of  the  extenfire  pariih 
of  St  Machar  was  ereAed  into  a  feparate  parifh  in  1666.  Thefe 
lands  of  Capelhills,  (probably  derived  from  C^/Ai,  a  chapel), 
now  afiumed  the  name  of  NewhiUs,  and  from  them  the 
whole  parifli  was  denominated.*— — The  parifh  forms  an  irre* 
gular  hexagon,  about  5f  miles  in  diameter ;  is  in  general  hil- 
,  ly,  and,  towards  the  weft  end,  may  be  called  mountainous. 
The  foil  in  the  north-eaft  part,  which  is  low,  is  a  deep  rich 
mould  on  a  good  loamy  bottom,  producing  early  and  luxuri* 

ant 

^  A  very  beneroknt  chancer.  He  ereAed,  at  his  own  expence,  a  bridga 
upon  the  great  north  road,  over  the  Baxbnniy  a  rapid  ftream  in  this  panih 
where  he  had  been  intnefs  to  (bme  peribns  perilhing  in  the  water.  He  alio 
mortified  his  lands  of  Petta&S)  ux  Belhclvic,  for  the  fuppoit  of  the  mlnifters 
of  Aberdeen* 
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ant  cropsy  inferior  neither  in  quantity  and  quality  to  any  in 
the  country;  but,  in  the  far  greater  part  of  the  parifh,  the 
ground  is  black,  light,  (hallow,  andfpungy;  incapable  of  re- 
filling violent  impreffions  either  of  heat  or  cold ;  not  reten- 
tive of  raoifture  in  the  droughts  of  fummer,  and  apt  to  eje£l 
the  roots  of  tender  plants  in  the  intenfe  frofts  of  winter. 
The  air  is  extremely  (harp  and  piercing.  The  mod  prevalent 
diftdmper  is  the  rheumatifm ;  commonly  attributed  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  eaft  wind,  which  blows  here  with  unufual  keen- 
nefs.— — The  river  Don  *,  which  forms  the  north-eaft  boun- 
dary of  the  parifli,  is  well  knowa  for  its  excellent  falmon^ 
whidi  would  be  more  abundant  here>  were  it  not  for  the  cruives 
placed  a  little  farther  down  the  river.  Pike  and  trout  are  aMb 
found  in  the  Don,  which  is  not  navigable.  There  are  alfo  6 
rivulets  abounding  with  fmall  trouts  and  eel  i  feveral  chaly- 
beate fprings ;  and  three  very  copious  fprings  of  water  of  a 
moft  excellent  quality  in  the  parifli. 

Produce,  Rent,  ts^c. — The  principal  vegetable  produdiions 
are  oats,  barley,  fown  grafles,  turnips,  and  potatoes.  About 
two  thirds  of  the  arable  ground  are  annually  cropped  with 
oats  and  barley;  and  large  quantities  of  grafs  and  turnips  are 
rufed  upon  the  more  extenfive  and  improved  farms  in  the  pa« 
rifli.    So  fenfible  are  the  people,  in  general,  of  the  advantages 

E  a  of 

*  Aboat  X73O5  ia  a  fine  fununer  morning,  between  5  and  t  o*cixk,  the 
bed  of  thii  rivery  for  the  Ipace  of  3  miles  below  the  church  of  Dyce,  was  found 
catirelv  empty ;  and  was  pafled  and  repailed  by  feveral  perfbns  who  gathered 
the  fiih  that  lay  fprawUng  in  the  bottom.  No  perfon  obfenred  the  ooyimence- 
ment  oi  this  uncommon  phenomenon.  About  half  an  hour  after  its  difcoyery, 
the  water  came  down  the  channel  again  in  a  full  body.  This  was  occaiioned 
probably  by  a  chafin  formed  by  fome  internal  commotion  of  the  earth*  which 
was  fimlibly  felt  by  ibrne  peribns. 
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of  the  latter  crop,  for  feeding  their  cattle,  that  even  the  final* 
left  tenants  have  a  portion  of  their  ground  in  tomips*  Pota^ 
toes  haft  Ukewife  been  employed  of  late  for  the  fame  pvpofi:. 
A  few  peafe  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  flax  are  railed.  Seed* 
time  ^mmences  about  the  middle  of  March,  and  harreft  ge» 
oerally  begins  the  6th  of  September.  Upwards  of  a  durd« 
part  of  the  parifli  remains  uncultivated,  producing  litde  eUe 
eiLcept  heath.  That  it  is  fuficeptible  of  improvementt  the  ad» 
jacentfarms,  which  ao  or  30  years  ago  were  in  the  fiune  con* 
dition,  fttfficiently  evince.  About  200  acres  are  covered 
with  plantations  %  and  th^re  is  a  nurlery  of  foreft  timber  and 
fruit  trees  upon  the  lands  of  AuchmulL  The  (oil  is  found  very 
well  adapted  to  the  ndfing  of  feedlings ;  and  the  ground  never 
having  been  dunged,  the  plants  are  hardy,  and  thrive  re- 
markably in  England  and  the  foutfaem  parts^of  Scotland,  from 
whence  there  is  a  large  demand.  The  parifli  cannot  be  laid 
to  fupply  itfelf  with  provifions :  for,  though  it  exports  a  conli* 
derable  quantity  of  barley  to  the  breweries  about  Aberdeen,  and 
a  great  deal  of  milk^  butter,  and  ^s,  is  daily  canied  from 
it  to'  that  city  for  lak,  yet  fo  numerous  are  the  labourers, 
mechanics,  and  manufaAurers,  whofe  fuftenance  comes  en« 
tirely  from  Aberdeen,  that  the  import  of  meal  alone  more 
than  overbalances  exports  of  every  kind.  There  are  ai  heritors, 
3  of  whom  conftantly  refide.  About  40  years  ago,  the  pa- 
rifli conuined  50  plough-gates  of  land,  each  occupied  by  one 
tenant,  and  yielding  about  L.  1  o  of  yeariy  rent.  They  are  now 
fubdivided  into  at  leaft  four  times  as  many  fmaller  £mns  %  the 
value  of  each  of  which,  at  an  average,  may  be  calculated  at 
L.  8  /#r  annum*  There  are  likewife  14  large  farms  in  the 
parifli,*  moft  of  which  are  in  the  natural  pofleflion  of  the  pro* 
prictors.  The  greater  part  of  thcfe  has,  within  a  few  years, 
been  gained  from  the  furrounding  muirs  %  and  each  of  them 
WQuld,  if  let,  now  yield  a  rent  of  from  h.60  to  L.  too. 
3  .  The 
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Hie  valued  renf  of  the  coootry  part  of  the  patifli^  (for  part» 
belonpog  to,  or  held  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen^  has  no  valua* 
tion)y  is  L.  1313  : 6 : 8  Scotch*  A  kind  of  valuation^  fuppof- 
cd  to  have  been  the  real  rent  of  theparifh^  amounting  to 
L.  4653  : 6 : 8  Scotch,  was  given  in  to  the  prcfbytery  of  A- 
berdeen  by  the  heritors,  in  1679.  The  mean  rent  of  land  ig 
about  1 58  per  acre ;  but,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  every  farm 
has  a  proportionable  quantity  of  pafturage  and  mo&  annexed 
to  tty  the  benefits  of  which,  the  tenant  enjoys  without  any  ad- 
ditional expence.  Some  of  the  beft  land  is  let  at  L.  2  per  acre. 
The  large  Carms  are  all  inclofe4  with  ftone  fences :  the  £ng« 
U(h  plough  is  ttfed  on  them,  and  is  drawn  by  2  or  4  horfes* 
The  principal  manure  is  (hell  lime,  brought  from  Aberdeen } 
from  whence,  Ukewife,  conGderable  quantities  of  ftr^ct  dung 
are  procured.  Improvements  upon  one  farm,  which  produ* 
ces  great  crops,  have  been  made  by  means  of  foap  aflies,  and 
Other  manure  of  a  (aponaceous  nature.  The  foil  alfo  requires 
to  be  frequently  laid  down  in  grais,  that  it  may  acquire  a  con«^ 
(iftency  or  body.  This,  however,  proves  no  unprofitable  ma- 
nagement, as  the  grafs  fields  are  rented  by  butchers  at  a  very 
high  price.  The  lefier  farmers  (till  employ  the  Scotch  plough, 
to  which  they  frequently  yoke  oxen  and  horfes  together. 
Their  infield,  which  is  feldom  allowed  to  remain  in  grafs,  is  di- 
vided into  three  portions,  which  alternately  receive  the  ma* 
nure :  barley  is  always  fown  in  that  part  which  is  dunged, 
and  the  other  two  are  cropped  with  oats.  There  are  88 
ploughs  in  the  parifli ;  of  which,  49  are  drawn  by  horfes,  7 
by  oxen,  and  the  reft  by  both.    The  number  of  carts  is  139  ^« 

ManufoBureSn 

*  Aanle  kiioariag  forant  receives  L*a :  lO;  a  female  fenrant  L.  x  tho 
ialf  yev.  ComiDon  bhourers  ate  hired  at  9^.  a  day^,  ia  barreft  at  is. 
•ad  in  tine  oC  mowing  hay,  at  is.  6d«  Many  earn  is.  a  day  by  vorksag  in 
tbeqiaxricf,  and  in  making  (loncfencesy  being  paid  by  tbe  piece.    The  day 

vagci 
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Mam^affurei.^^The  principal  article  of  trade,  in  the  pa« 
titti,  is  the  cutting  and  preparing  ftones  for  the  London  mar* 
ket.  Upon  the  lands  of  AuchmuU,  are  4  quarries ;  from 
whence  are  exported,  annually,  upwards  of  45,000  fquare  feet 
of  litter  ilones,  and  fome  years  above  15,000  tons  of  canfe- 
way  (tones.  On  another  eftate  is  a  fifth  quarry,  from  which, 
it  is  fuppofed,  between  3,000  and  4,000  fquare  feet  of  litter 
ftones,  and  fome  thoufands  of  the  fmaller  ones,  are  yearly 
exported.  All  the  quarries  afibrd  a  very  good  kind  of  granite, 
exceedingly  durable,  and  capable  of  a  fine  poHfh.  About  50 
men  are  employed  in  the  ftone  trade,  partly  cbpimon  labour^ 
crs,  hired  by  the  day,— the  reft  are  paid  by  &e  piece.  Ma- 
fons  who  drefs  litter  ftones  receive  ad.  the  fquare  foot ;  thofe 
who  make  the  caufeway  ftones,  is.  6d.  per  ton.  The  car* 
riage  of  the  ftones  to  Aberdeen  forms  an  article  of  confidera* 
ble  profit  CO  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity,  who  almoft  conftant* 
ly  employ  their  horfes  and  carts  in.that  way.  Upon  the  Don, 
is  a  paper  mill,  containing  two  vats,  and  employing  16  hands; 
alfo  a  mill  for  teaCng,  carding,  and  roving  wool,  and  for 
waulldng  cloths.    In  the  parifli  are  5  mills  for  grinding  grain* 

Population  Table. 

Inhabitants  in  1755  959    Under  10  182 

in  1769  859    Between  10  and  ao  238 

in  179Z        1153  20  and  30  316 

Between 

wages  of  a  maibn  are  is.  6d.  of  a  joiner  and  gardener,  is.  and  of  a  taybr,  6d, 
Kone  of  the  above,  except  the  la(l  mentioned,  and  thofe  hired  by  the  half- 
year,  have  TiAuais  furniihed  by  their  employer.  The  annual  cxpence  of 
a  married  labourer,  with  three  or  four  young  children,  cannot  be  efttmated 
at  lefs  than  L.  15  fterling.  The  price  of  provifions  is  always  regulated  hf 
the  Aberdeen  market* 
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Between  40  and  60 
60  and  80 
80  and  90 
Above     90 
Males 
Females 
Married  perfons 
Widowers  and  widows 
Single  perfons 
Bom  in  theparifli 

in  other  diftri£is 
Male  fervants 
Female,  do. 
leUackfmiths 
.  Joiners 


303  Mafons  S 

X04  Weavers  6 

8  Shoemakers  5 

2  Taylors  ^                  7 

550  Butchers  S 

603  Epifcopalians  15 

384.  Seceders  ,               10 

45  Q^ers  14 
724  Yearly  average  of  baptifms  ax 
418  ,  ^^  marriages  8 
735  Black  x:attle  90a 

86  Sheep  600 

46  Horfes  230 
6  Carts  130 
6 


Stipend^  Pootj  &*^."->The  fettlem^nt  for  the  minifter^  made 
by  Mr  Davidfon,  was  all  in  land,  and  now  confifts  of  1 10  acres 
of  infieldy  250  acres  of  fold,  ipo  acres  of  pafturage,  and  203 
acres  of  hiU  and  muir  ground,  together  with  the  privilege  of 
mofs  and  pafturage ;  worth  in  whole  L.  1^0  per  annum*  Be* 
fides  this  landed  property,  the  minifter  receives  about  L«  7 
fterling,  for  communion  elements,  &c.  The  Earl  of  Fife  is 
patron.  The  fchoolmafter's  falary  is  L.  100  Scots }  he  has  t- 
bout  40  fcholars  in  winter,  and  20  in  fummer.  The  number 
of  poor  on  the  roll,  is  1 8  i  the  amount  of  the  colledlions  at  the 
church  door  for  their  fupport,  and  the  intereft  of  a  fmall  fund 
iaved  therefrom,  is  L*  18  ^. 


Mifcellaneous  Ot/ervationj.'^ThcTt  are  three  annual  fairs 

held 

*  In  the  parilh  is  a  cairn  xo8  feet  long,  by  38  feet  broad ;  many  tumuBp 
0  the  top  of  one  of  wbich  b  » (mall  montuncnty  made  of  drefled  flones  well 

cemented 
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held  at  Gree&bum  in  this  ptrifli^  for  the  fak  of  cattle»  hot* 
fes,  and  difierent  kinds  of  hard-ware.— There  is  plenty  of  fad, 
not  onlj  for  confumption,  but  alfo  for  faIe.-^The  people  are 
well  entitled  to  the  charaAer  of  induftry,  fobriety,  and  tem« 
perance*  Of  their  moral  and  religions  charaAer^  a  fa- 
vourable idea  may  be  formed  from  thdr  r^ular  and  de- 
cent attendance  upon  divine  worihip*— -There  are  3  ale- 
houfesj  chiefly  frequented  by  travellers,  upon  the  two  pubEc 
roads  that  run  through  this  parifh,  which  are  kept  in  excel- 
lent repair. 


cemented  with  Ifane,  %  feet  lo^g,  5  broid,  sad  4  in  h^t  s  fime  feSMiasof 
a  draidksl  temple ;  the  veftifet  of  aa  old  chapel:  «id  ia  one  of  the  dc&s  off 
thehillof  Elxkk,  istobclccnthemottthof  acaTe,fiippoftdby  the  rxdpa  to 
penetrate  for  miles  under  grauady  aad  oelebiated  ia  their  kfeadi  as  the  refi- 
dence  of  a  noted  robber  and  hU  guig.  He  iru  flahi  hf  aa  aaceflar  off  the 
Johnftooaof  Caftkbea ;  and  the  vcapaa  cstploysd  apoa  this  asoifai  9SSk 
makes  a  part  of  the  arms  beloqi^  to  that  ftmilf.  Theoveis  aawtetopb 
in  order  to  prtyent  its  harbonrinf  fbzcs  aad  either  i«?t&otts  beafts. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER      V. 
PARISH      OF     LESLIE. 

(piUSSBYTERr  OF   KIRKGALD7,   SYNOD  AND  GOUNTT 
OF  FIFE.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grokgb  Willis* 


^"f^HE  original  name  of  this  pari(h  was  Fetkill  \  but  wheti 
^  the  family  of  Leflie,  Earls  A  Rothes^  became  the 
j>rincipal  proprietors^  ihey  gave  tlieir  own  name  to  tlielr 
^flcffions  herej  and  the  whole  diftri£t  came  at  laft  to  be 
known  by  the  fame  appellation^ 

Sufface^  Soilf  Renij  C^^:.— The  parifli  is  in  general  flat^  but 
riles  gently  from  the  banks  of  the  river  Leveni  which  forms 
the  fouchern  boundary*  It  is  almoft  wholly  an  arable  diftrid. 
The  foil  is  in  general  good-— —The  real  rent  is  not  known. 
The  valued  rent  is  L.  4561  Scotch.— The  park^  of  Leflie  are 
let  annually  by  au£lion,  and  generally  taken  by  the  town's 
people  of  Lcflicj  who  pay,  at  an  average,  from  L*  i :  15  to 
L.  2  per  acre.    As  they  are  paftured  by  mikh  cow9>  and  a^ 
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ikbout  L.  2  Is  paid  for  a  cow's  grab^  It  Is  neceflary  to  keep  ai 
good  cows  as  poflible;  and^  indeed,  more  good  ones  are  to  be  fecit 
in  Leflici  than  perhaps  in  any  town  of  its  Cze.  They  commonly 
bring  from  L.  7  to  L.  to,  and  are  all  of  the  Fife  breed*  Some 
Dutch  cows  were  tried,  and  fome  of  the  Irifli  and  LancaOiirc 
breed )  but  they  did  not  anfwer,  as  the  firft  were  eapeofiTC  to 
keep  up  in  winter,  and  the  laft  did  not  yield  much  milk.  Almoft 
all  the  lands  of  the  parith  have  been  cultivated;  and  by  far  the 
greatcft  pan  of  them  are  either  under  crops  of  grain,  potatoes^ 
tumipSf  and  flax,  or  in  fown  graft.  The  farmers  now  deal 
more  in  rearing  cattle,  and  in  general  plough  lc(s  ground, 
but,  at  the  lame  time,  raife  more  corn  than  formerly.  While  the 
farms  were  uninclofed,  and  little  or  no  fewn  grafs  nifed,  the 
cattle  gathered  a  miferable  fabfiftence  on  bare  leys ;  which, 
after  refting  feveral  years,  wqre  broken  up,  and  cropt,  year  after 
year,  till  they  fcarce  produced  double  the  feed.  The  land  is 
now  plowed  by  one  man  commonly  with  a  pair  of  horfes^ 
inftead  of  four  oxen  with  two  horfes  and  a  lad  to  drive  them, 
as  was  formerly  the  cafe  *• 

jlfii/i^^iir^/*— -In  the  town  of  Leflie  the  weavers  are  the 

moft 

*  Prices  $f  Labouf  mJ  Pnjnfigm^-'An  1759,  *  ^7  Ubo«rer*c  wifes  were 
Sd.  without  TUhials.  If  he  wis  employed  dmiqg  the  winter  lOidTaiiinier.  he 
fM  only  6d.  The  yearly  wafesof  a  mttt  Ibta&t  were  then  from  I>.  s :  iO| 
toL.j,  fter.  tnd  thofeofamaldiS»taaty  fkomL.  X  fio>  tol«.«.  Bota 
ftfident  man  iervaat  cannot  now  ho  got  ander  L.  5  :  to  or  L.  6,  nor  a 
a%i4  ierraot  under  !•• » :  19  or  X«  3^  a>fear.  A  common  labonrer  now 
ffX%  XI.  a  day.  In  1759*  heef  eo«(d  have  been  boqght,  between  Micfaaet* 
mas  and  Martinmas,  at  as  8d.  per  ftone ;  It  is  now  5s  4d.  The  price  of 
fowls  and  eggs  H  doubled.  A  good  few!  is  is,  and  a  doien  of  eggs,  4d.«- 
4Sutter  was  jd.  now  it  is  td.  a  pound.  Milk  wu  xd.  a  pint,  now  it  is  %4, 
«oals  #eas  4d,  a  load,  now  th<y  are  7d.    Salt  was  4d.  a  peck,  now  6d. 
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inoft  numerous  fet  of  handicraftfmen^  no  other  clafs  of  me- 
chanics  bearing  any  proportion  to  them.  Their  principal  em» 
pbyment  is  wearing  plain  linen  and  cotton  checks,  by  which 
mod  of  them  can  ean\from  I4d«  to  1 8d.  or  2od.  a  day.  The 
chief  employment  of  the  women  is  fpinning  lint  and  tow. 
About  30  years  ago,  when  they  univerfally  fpun  with  one 
hand,  a  hefp  or  flip,  which  is  the  fourth  part  of  a  fpindle, 
was  thought  a  fufficient  day's  work  for  a  woman;  and  miftref- 
fes  required  no  more  of  their  maid-fervants  when  they  fat  die 
whole  day  at  the  wheel.  After  diey  had  Q>un  their  hefp,  the 
reft  of  the  time  was  their  own.  Before  1 770,  a  wheel  for  fpin« 
ning  with  both  hands  was  unknown  in  the  parifli,  now  almo(l 
none  elfe  are  to  be  feen  it.  The  manufacturers  ufed  to  give 
only  lod.  for  fpinning  a  fpindle  of  yam,  fo  that,  at  that  rate, 
a  woman  earned  only  i5d.  a  week }  but  now  the  manufadlur- 
ers  pay  ts.  for  fpinning  a  fpindle,  and  a  woman  can  fpin  2^ 
fptndks  a  week,  which  makes  2s.  6d,     * 

S/y/ryu/.-'— *The  ftipend  confiftsof  4a  bolls  of  oat-meal,  • 
Dutch  ftones  to  the  boll;  22  bolls  of  barley,  linlitligow 
meafure  \  and  L«  50  fterling  in  money.  The '  manfe  was 
built  in  1687,  and  repaired  in  1789.  The  glebe  is  very  in- 
different. It  is  farpri/ing  to  fee  fome  minifters  eftimating 
their  glebes,  and  adding  their  value  to  the  livings ;  for  there 
is  Icarcdy  a  minifter  who  would  not  give  his  glebe  to  any 
man  that  would  drive  his  fuel,  fumifii  his  family  with  milk, 
9fld  a  horfe  to  ride  on  when  he  is  ncceffarily  called  from  home: 
and,  if  the  minifter  hath  any  tolerable  ikill  in  arithmetic,  he 
xnigfat  give  the  man,  who  would  fupply  him  with  the  above 
conveniencics,  5  guineas  a  year  along  with  glebe  ;  for  in  tha( 
cafe  he  would  fave  the  expence  of  a  man  fervant,  which,  as 
times  gOy  is  at  leaft  L.  12  or  L.  14,  and  the  rifque  of  lofing  a 
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horfe  or  a  cow^  which  are  fiilly  as  liaUe  to  mortality,  in  the 
pofleflion  of  a  clergyman,  as  in  other  hands  *• 


*  The  foUowiag  obTcnrations  oa  t^e  ftate  of  the  dergf  ,  txanfinittcd  hy  KCr 
Willis,  tho*  not  immediately  within  the  fcope  of  this  work,  yet  are  here  ior 
ferted,  on  account  of  their  connection  with  the  fituatjon  of  fo  refpe^ble 
mnd  fo  ufeful  a  part  of  the  coaunttnity. 

Patriots,  and  friends  to  mankind  would  wi(h  to  know  how  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  erery  uTeful  daft  of  men  in  the  kingdom.  With  regard  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  their  condition  and  circumAancet  are  orery  day  becoming  more 
comfortable  and  afluent ;  while  thofe  of  the  deigy  are  erery  day  dediningy 
▼erging  to  poverty,  and  its  ufiial  concomitant,  contempt. 

**  Nil  habet  infelix  pauperies  durius  in  fc, 

'*  Quam  quod  ridiculos  homines  facit.** 
We  all  eaiily  find  out  ways  and  means  for  the  relief  of  the  diftreflcd,  when 
we  ourfelves  are  Fell  ^d  at  our  cafe.  Some  will  fay,  that  the  dergy  fiumld 
return  to  that  plain  and  homely  fare  and  clothing,  which  their  predeceflbo 
ufed  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  Not  to  mention  other  anfwers  to  this 
advice,  even  to  live  in  that  manner  now,  would  cod  double  of  what  it  did  then. 
The  boys  in  Heriot's  Hofpital  live  upon  the  fame  kind  of  food,  and  have  the 
fame  kind  of  cloths,  as  they  had  an  hundred  years  ago ;  and  yet,  I  fiippolb, 
}t  will  be  found,  that  the  expence  of  their  maintenanoe  and  clothing  is  now 
double  of  what  it  was  then.  Others  will  fity,  that  th^  clergy  (hould  take 
farms ;  not  confidering  how  difficult  they  are  to  be  got.  Bcfidcs,  where  ono 
minifter  will  gain  by  farmbg,  nineteen  in  twenty,  or  rather  99  in  100,  would 
probably  lofe  by  it ;  as  they  cannot  always  be  at  the  head  of  their  labouring 
iervants ;  nor  are  they,  in  any  way,  a  match  for  horfe-cowpers,  cow-cowpers, 
brewers,  and  butchers,  the  people  that  farmers  have  to  deal  with.  Gentle^ 
men  fatrmers  are  on  the  fame  footing  as  a  dergyman  would  be ;  and  fure  I  am, 
that  there  are  not  many  inftances  of  their  meeting  with  much  fucceft. 

There  arc  two  difficulties  in  the  way  of  applying  for  an  augmentation  of 
Aipends.  The  certain  and  aimo(l  unlimited  expence  of  fuch  an  application,  (if 
the  heritors  vigoroufly  oppofe  the  meafiirc,  as  they  often  have  done,)  and  the 
tibfolute  uncertainty  of  obtaining  it,  as  the  courts  of  law  are  vefted  with  arbi* 
trary  powers  to  give  or  to  refufe.  "  Arbitria  judicum  pro  leigibus  font."  U  it 
be  faid,  Is  not  the  victual,  of  which  part  of  our  ftipends  often  confifts,  more 

valuabh 
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Poofy  Fundsj  Ufc, The  colle&ions  at  the  chufch  doors 

i^mouQtf  on  an  average  of  the  laft  id  years^  to  L.  i8  per  ant 

num\ 

valuable  ia  this  century  than  in  the  lafl  ?  I  fuppofe  if  you  will  pitch  upon  any 
90  yean  of  the  laft  century,  and  Compare  them  with  the  20  correfponding 
irears  in  this,  yon  will  find  the  difference  next  to  nothing ;  for  befides,  that 
from  the  improrements  in  agriculture,  by  which  grain  b  raifed  in  greater 
iqnastit]es,and  has  become  an  article  of  commerce,  it  neither  rifes  fo  high,  nor 
fails  £0  low  as  f onnerly. 

There  ieems  to  be  but  one  way,  in  which  the  condition  of  the  clergy  can  be 
ameliorated,  with  the  leaft  lois  to  the  pubHc  at  large,  and  to  the  feweft  indi- 
viduals. In  Scotland,  the  tithes  of  feTeralpariflies,  which  belonged  to  rcli^- 
cos  houies  are  vefted  in  the  Crown,  and  are  let  in  leafe  for  two  or  three  lives; 
for  which  the  tenant  is  bound  to  pay  a  certain  annual  Turn  to  the  Exchequer, 
At  the  firft  eftabliihment  of  the  Prefbyterian  form  of  church  government 
lierc,the  biihops  rents  alio  were  vefted  in  the  Crown,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  a 
counter-revolution  being  not  only  poflible  but  probable ;  and  which  a^hially 
took  place.  Again,  at  the  Revolution,  thefe  were  in  like  manner  vefted  in 
the  Crown,  and  for  the  iame  reafon  :  for  if  King  William  had  been  as  well 
afibred  of  the  fupport  of  the  Epifcopal  clergy,  as  he  was  of  the  Prelbyterian, 
the  form  of  church  government  had  not  been  altered  %t  that  time.  So  that 
thefe  nnalienated  tithes  and  biihops  rents  are  the  patrimony  of  the  church,  an4 
tctm  to  have  been  vefted  in  the  crown  as  a  depofit ;  for  they  were  never  forfeited 
by  rebellion  or  otherwiie;  and  were  lodged  there,  as  a  provUion  ag^inft  an  event, 
which  now,  by  the  treaty  of  union,  and  the  king's  coronation  oath,  never  can 
take  pbce.  It  is  greatly  to  the  honour  of  the  legiHature,  that  it  has  reftored 
their  family  eilates  to  men  whoie  anceftprs  had  forfeited  them  by  rebellion; 
and  hence,  I  Ihoald  think  it  very  unhandfome,  upon  a  proper  application,  to 
refnfe  to  their  very  beft  and  firmeft  friends  that  part  of  their  patrimony,  from 
which  they  are  excluded  on  account  of  no  rebellion  or  forfeiture  whatever. 
Suppofe  this  reftoredt  who  would  fufier  any  lols  ?  As  to  the  lofs  to  the  Exche- 
quer, what  a  trifle  is  it  to  an  cmphe  which  has  fuch  revenues  as  ours  ?  As  to 
the  lois  to  the  colleAors,  it  would  be  a  very  ferious  one,  and*  a  mighty  hard- 
(hip  indeed,  to  extinguilh  no  Icil  than  about  a  dozen  of  finecure  places.  With 
regard  to  the  tackfmen,  whofe  tacks  are  good  for  their  term'ofyears*  would  it 
make  any  dilTerence  to  them,  to  pay  the  tack-duty  to  the  church.  In  place  of 
paying  it  to  the  exchequer  ? 

\  il^lf  mepUoi)  but  one  confec^uence,  if  the  incomes  of  the  clergy  be  not  a* 

laeliprated^ 
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num ;  the  hire  of  the  mortcloths  to  L.  3 :  10 ;  and  the  tnte* 
reft  of  principal  fams  belonging  to  the  pariih  to  L.  25^  mak* 

'  ing 

meliorated,  the  decline  of  lo^nuAg  vUl  follow.  This  mqft  in&lliblf  be  the  oUe 
In  soy  date,  where  there  b  not  a  lank  which  leqmres  a  oonfiderable  degree  of 
learning,  where  there  is  not  room  ihr  a  confiderable  namber  of  the  learned  to  be 
employed  m  it,  and  where  that  employment  does  not  entitk  them  to  a  decent 
degree  both  s>f  profit  and  of  refpeA.  Sunxde  the  ftipends  of  Scotland  to  &I1  as 
much  in  their  value  for  half  a  century  to  come,  as  for  half  a  century  pad,  how 
few  clergymen,  who  are  enabled  to  ^tc  their  Ions  fuch  an  expenfivc  educati- 
on, as  a  minifter  (hoold  have,  would  breed  them  to  t  profeiGon  where  they 
cannot  gain  I0  comfortable  a  fnbliftence  as  many  mechanics  can  earn  ?  With 
what  kind  of  yomg  men  would  gentkinen  be  fiipplied  as  tutors  In  their  £uni*» 
lies,  and  who  are  now  lb  well  Aipplied,  by  preacbery  and  (Indents  In  dlviBityf 
Though  a  Dionyfius  might  make  It  worth  the  while  of  a  Pythagocas,  to  come 
from  Greece  to  Syracufe,  to  inftniA  himielf  and  his  oouitiers,  I  Mpt(k^  that 
when  Scottilh  lairds  muft  fend  to  Oxford  and  Cambridge  for  tutors  to  their 
children,  few  will  be  fent  for,  and  fewer  come  to  a  country,  where  they  can 
look  for  no  fluther  preferment.  England,  I  thinE,  will  continue  to  be  the 
feat  of  leaning;  till  fiich  time  as  the  livings  of  the  dignified  deigy  of  the 
chnrdi  there,  (hall  be  redoeed  to  as  km  an  c!bb,  as  at  prefent'are  the  livfai|s 
of  the  dignified  cleigy  in  France. 

I  have  erer  been  of  opinion,  that  the  downfall  of  the  church  wili  bury  learn- 
ing in  Its  ruins ;  and  this  ieems  to  be  warranted  by  the  hUlory  of  all  nations. 
That  body  of  men,  who  are  now  fneeringiy  called  PHelb,  their  office  PrieA- 
hood,  and  their  employment,  Prieftcraft,  and  which  I  (hall  call,  the  Clerica] 
order  elbblUbed  by  law,  have  been  in  all  ages  and  nations  of  the  world,  the 
repofitories  of  learning.  In  om*  own  country,  at  the  (irA  appolntinent  of  the 
Court  of  SelSon,  there  was  (uch  a  penury  of  the  learned  laity,  that  they  were 
obliged  to*the  chnrch  for  one  half  of  the  judges.  Wherever  the  derlca)  order 
has  been  creditable  and  rclpe£hUile,  light  and  learning  have  (bone  forth. 
Whence  proceeded  the  firft  birth  -of  learning,  bat  from  the  priefts  of  Egypt  I 
^I^ither  did  the  Oredan  (ages  travel  but  mto  Egypt  and  the  Eaft  ?  Wete  not 
the  Brahmins,  the  Gentoo  dei^,  who  were,  and  ftill  are,  of  high  efteeni^ 
tiiofe  whom  Pythagr)ns  wi(hcd,  and  travelled  to  learn  from  f  Were  there  not  at 
Rome  a  Caius  Julius  Carfar  Pontifex  Maximus,  and  a  Marcus  Tnllins  Cicero 
at  the  head  of  the  college  of  Augurs  ?  Was  ever  virtue,  and  piety,  andleam- 
iog  more  nobly  fupported  than  in  the  vi'ritings  of  the  divines  of  the  chmvh  of 
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ifig  a  total  income  of  L.  46 :  i  o.  Of  whichj  L.  4 :  14  U  paid 
for  fei&on  clerk's  and  officer's  falaries^  quarter  fees  of  poor 
fcholars^  houfe  rents  and  clothes  for  the  poor.  About  L.  41^ 
on  an  average,  is  diftributed  among  33  penfioners^  of  whom 
30  reiide  in  the  town  of  Leflie.  The  diftrlbutton  is  made 
weekly ;  none  get  above  is.  nor  any  lefs  than  6d.  This  is  a 
much  better  mode  than  that  followed  by  moft  of  the  kirk*fe£- 
lioas  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  make  their  diftributions 
monthly,  thus  occafioning  the  poor  to  live  plentifully  one  week, 

and 


Eai^d  ?  I  have  not  heard*  indeed,  whether  the  Hottentot«»  the  Cfaeiofcee^ 
the  Chitews,  the  Efqnimaqx,  &c.  erer  had  any  clec;^;  and  as  tittle  have  I 
heaid  of  the  ieamed  prodv^lioDsof  thoie  omamenta  of  human  nature. 

UpoB  tbe  whole,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  it  would  be  bad  poliqr  in  any 
flate,  to  fnfler  a  body  of  men,  who,  firft  and  lad,  have  been  of  no  imall  ufe 
to  the  ittterelk  of  leaning  sad  of  virtae,  to  Ungnidi  in  poverty,  and  dwindle 
into  contempt*  No  donbt,  the  art  of  printing,  and  the  eftabliihment  of  nai- 
veriities,  have  oootribnted,  as  well  as  the  deigy,  to  the  increafe,  and  to 
tbedUMoo  of  knowledge;  bat  tho  ckvfy  difiiA  kaevlfidee,  and  the  beft 
kind  of  kaowbdgeitoall  men*  higfli  and  l(Ow»  lo  iIm  oobkr  at  well  as  to  the 
kii^  lagiitetbcifchooUofthephilofepheraof  ol4#  thoag|it  it  a  ptofimatiMi 
to  cnljgjitffn  the  vtUgar,  the  fiihenafikof  OaUlee,  snd  their  ihocefron,  have 
iakiaSod  the  vnlgfv  in  tho  aioft  faMm«  do^Mnes,  and  the  pnreft  awratity ; 
haveftmeAed  to  them  the  iMI  noble  oonlobtiDQS,  and  have  drawn  them 
£ortk  to  a^lioB*  by  the  noft  eiiaited  hopes.  And.  who  are  the  men,  who  pro* 
vide  Mtfy  (I  do  not  iay  with  the  neoeflaiiei  and  c«MafovU  of  life  only),  but 
withattUaetegaacies,  with  all  iU  faperflniOet,  with  alliU  iuxories?  Who 
bat  the  vqlgpr  f  They  bear  all  its  bnrdcas,  and  I  am  ibrry  to&y,  fufo  all  its 
haniihips.  Aad  caa  jaftke  or  gratitade,  can  hamanity  and  compaflum,  leave 
them  todradlgeia  tlus  world,  tike  beafta  of  bacdea,  cat  them  off  from  all  confix 
latiaA  hoie,  and  leave  themdeftitttteof  all  rational  hopes  of  eajoymg  a  better 
Gondiim  beicafUr  \  That,  however,  moft  be  the  cafe,  if  they  are  deprived  alto- 
gether of  the  infttiijflEions  of  their  beft  friends,  aad  thrown  mto  the  hands  of 
pcfions  who  may  be.as  ignorant  as  them&ives. 
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ind  beg  or  ftarve  the  teft  of  the  month  *•  No  dlftinfliolli  hi* 
twecn  the  poor  of  the  diflentersi  and  the  poor  of  the  Eftablifb^ 
ed  Church  is  allowed. 

For  17  years  preceding  1781^  the  collections,  on  an  arerage^ 
were  L.  15:10  ^  the  hire  of  the  mortcloths  amounted  to 
£.3:5;  and  the  fums  diftributed  among  the  poor^  to  about 
L.  30  annually. 

Since  1759,  no  perfon  in  this  parifli  hath  periflied  by  hun- 
ger, nakednels,  or  want  of  lodging  ;  nor  have  any  taken  xxf 
begging.  Daring  this  period,  it  muft  be  mentioned,  that 
the  heritors  of  the.pariih  have  not  given  one  farthing  to  the 
poor,  offerings  at  the  church  door  excepted;  and  even  thefe  came 
enly  from  one  family,  all  the  other  proprietors  being  noh-refi- 
dents  f. 

Pcpulatiotim 

*  The  poor,  iays  Mr  Wiliit,  flwuld  be  treated  like  young  birds*  gi^  theltf 
tittle  at  a  time,  but  often. 

f  Manf  plans  for  the  fbpport  of  the  poor  have  been  proje^d :  this  onff 
leems  certain,  that  wherever  poors  rates  have  been  adopted,they  have  generally^' 
been  fonnd  very  expenfive.  The  philoibpfaers  of  the  prefent  day,  inftead  ci 
thinking,  <*  whatever  is,  is  right,*'  feem  to  think,  **  whatever  b,  is  wrong.'* 
Many  new  plans  have  been  propofed,  and  no  one  agreeing  with  another. 
I  have  always  thought,  that  it  is  better  to  begin  with  amending  an  old  plan,  that 
has  proved  not  to  be  very  bad,  that  to  take  all  at  once  a  new  one,  however 
finely  fpun.  I  will  venture  to  fiiy,  with  refpe£t  to  our  old  pUn,  that,  of  all  the 
public  funds  of  Europe,  none  are  managed  at  fo  little  expence  to  the  fond  it«. 
felf,  none  fo  frugally,  none  fo  impartially,  and  none  laid  out  more  to  the  pur* 
pofe  for  which  they  were  raifed,  than  the  poors  funds  under  the  care  of  the 
kirk«ieiEons  of  Scotland.  Never,  perhaps,  will  ScotUnd  find  a  more  proper 
jury  to  determine  the  objects  of  public  charity,  nor  the  quantum  neceflary  for 
their  lupply.  Two  amendments  may  be  fuggefted :  The  firft  is,  to  protect 
thefe  funds  againft  the  burden  of  jiatural  children  being  brought  upon  them,- 
which  could  be  done  by  altering  the  prefent  bw,  and  making  the  oath  of  the 
woman  father  all  baftards,  as  is  the  prance  m  England.  The  oath  of  that 
3  partr 
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Populattpn^-'-^^tn  the  returns  were  made  to  Dr  Wcbfler, 
in  X755>  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifli 
was  faid  to  amount  to  -  -  -  1 1 30 

In  1756,  the  total  number  of  fouls  was         -  -         1096 

Of  which  in  the  town  of  Leflie  -  731 

—  '  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli  364 
In  1769,  The  number  of  fouls  m  the  whole  parifli             1 165 

■           —         '         in  the  town  -          786 

_— in  the  country  -       379 

In  17751  In  the  whole  parifli            -  -         *         1189 

In  the  town           -          -            •  -             786 

— — —  males         -        -  -        -         344 

■             females        -            -  -        -      ij42 

In  the  country        -            •  -          •        403 

■    males         -          -  -             215 

— — ^    females          •  -            -       i8S 

III 

party  fliould  certainly  be  preferred  who  hath  the  lead  temptation  to  petjury. 
The  woman  in  aU  ordinary  cafes  of  this  kind  has  none :  the  man  has  a  dou- 
Me  temptation  to  perjury ;  for  fir(t,  he  gets  clear  of  the  cenfure  of  the  church, 
and  next,  which  to  him  is  a  matter  of  greater  confcquencc,  he  frees  himfelf 
of  the  expcnce  of  the  maintenance  of  the  child. 

In  the  next  place,  it  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  the  gentlemen  in  Scotland,  be- 
fore it  be  too  late,  would  voluntarily  give  Icfs  or  more  for  fupporting  the  kirk- 
Icffions,  and  enabling Uiem  to  maintain  the  poor;  for  (hould  kirkofefCons  give 
up  their  laborious  and  painful  talk,  the  gentry,  who  now  give  next  to  no- 
thing, if  they  once  came  to  be  tpxed  by  law  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor, 
'wili  find  their  rate  operate  pretty  much  in  the  fame  way  as  an  heritable  bond 
of  the  fame  extent,  upon  their  lands.  If  every  heritor,  refident,  and  non-re* 
lident,  were  to  give  in  as  much  to  the  kirk-feflion,  as  it  may  reafonably  be 
I'uppofed,  his  tenants  and  their  families  in  that  parifli  give,  which  may  be  2d. 
or  3d.  each  Sunday,  even  that  fmall  help  would  keep  the  poor  from  begging  or 
Harving.  Suppofe  the  heritor  has  fix  tenants,  it  certainly  would  not  be  au 
czcefs  of  generofity  to  give  at  the  rate  of  a  ftiUiingeach  Sunday  for  the  fupport 
4d  the  poor.    The  expcncc  of  maintaining  the  poor  in  England  is  well  known. 
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In  1781,  In  the  whole  parifli  -  -  .  j2ii 
In  the  town  -  -  -  -  805 
—   males  •            -          -            338 

■  females  -  -  -  -  .  467 
In  the  country  ....  406 
— —  _   males  -             -            .             202 

■  females  -  -         .        204 

In  17851  In  the  whole  parilh         ...  laf^ 

In  the  town          -        -  •            -             806 

-_ .   males             -  -         -            .-     ^44 

.                  females             -  -  '          -           462 

In  the  country             -  .         •          .       ^06 

■  — —  males  -  -  -  21C 
— —  females  •             -        •       '95 

Heritors 

In  London,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Martins  in  the  Fields,  the  poor*s  rates,  at  is 
the  pound  upon  the  houfe  rents,  amounts  to  L.  10,000  per  ann.  and  many 
pariihcs  in  Londou  pay  more  than  is.  the  pound.  Many  particular  in/Vances 
might  be  mentioned.  At  Alnwick  it  is  faid,  the  poor's  rates  amount  to 
JLi.  6ooper  ann.  while  the  pari(h  of  Alnwick  is  not  more  populous  than  ibmc 
pariihes  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  have  not  L.  50  to  fupport  the  poor« 
Yet  very  many  of  the  gentry  of  Scotland  w  ill  contribute  almoft  nothing,  which 
may  render  a  compuUary  law  at  laft  neceflaiy.  Is  it  not  a  (hame,  that  io  ma- 
ny gentlemen  (befides  never  entering  a  church-door)  never  give  a  (hilling  from 
one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other  towards  the  fupport  of  the  poor?  When  the 
heart  of  an  heritor  is  indeed  foftened,  and  his  hand  opened,  he  may  give  once 
or  twice  in  his  life  fome  carts  of  coals  or  boils  of  meal  to  the  poor ;  but  it  is 
to  them  no  more  than  a  fcaft  at  the  time,  and  is  foon  done ;  whereas  half  the 
Aim  delivered  to  the  kirk-fcfllon,  and  given  out  by  them  in  fliillings  and  Hx- 
pcnces  would  be  of  much  greater  fervice  to  the  poor,  who,  as  1  have  (kid  above, 
can  bear  no  wealth.  Upou  the  whole,  the  proper  way  to  maintain  the  poor, 
is  to  give  them  what  is  neccHary  to  prcferve  thcni  from  ftar>-ing,  but  not  ib 
much  as  to  damp  their  induftry,  or  encourage  idlcncfs;  and  e^*cn  that  little, 
they  ought  to  receive,  not  as  a  right,  but  purt.ly  as  charity ;  and  I  am  per-* 
fuadcd,  that  all  thefe  purpofes  have  been  fn  genetal  fcrved  by  the  manaj;e« 
f))ci^t  of  the  kirk-fcnions. 
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Itcritors              -                  ...  -              4 

Houfes  in  the  country                 -         .           -  -         84 

Families  in  ditto.             -                  -         -  •               84 

Hoirfes  in  the  town  of  Lcflle             -            -  -        1 29 

Families  in  ditto         -         .        -         .             -  *        250 

Since  1785,  the  population  has  not  materially  altered. 

The  great  difproportion  between  the  males  and  females  iri 
the  town,  and  the  difference  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli, 
will  appear  ftrange,  but  may  thus  be  accounted  for :  In  the 
town,  the  number  of  maid-fervants  is  greater  than  that  of 
inen.fervants,^  and  the  reVerfe,  in  the  country-  Another  rea- 
fon  may  be,  that  the  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  purchafe 
houfes  in  Leflie  for  their  wives  to  inhabit,  after  their  death, 
and  to  which  they  come  with  their  unmarried  daughters.  Bo- 
fides,  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli,  the  farmers  have  no 
more  dwelling-houfes  than  are  fufficient  for  thenifelves  and 
their  fcrvams :  when,  therefore,  a  cottager  dies,  his  cottage 
mud  be  let  to  another  man  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  farm, 
and  the  widow  of  the  former,  in  that  cafe,  unlefs  flie  hath 
a  fon  to  fupply  his  father's  place,  or  a  married  daughter  to 
whom  (he  might  go  to  live  with,  rents  a  houfe  in  Leflie,  that 
fhe  may  get  coals  driven  for  hire,  and  fuch  other  things  to 
buy  as  are  neccflary  for  her  fubfiftence :  and,  befides  all 
thefe,  fome  old  women  get  houfes  in  Leflie  that  they  be  near 
the  church  and  tlic  meeting-houfes,  of  which  there  are  two 
in  town,  one  of  the  fe£l  of  Seceders,  called  Burghers,  and 
the  other  Antiburghcrs.  The  town  is  choakfull  of  people, 
and  has  neither  an  empty  nor  ruinous  houfe  in  it. 

The  increafc  of  inhabitants  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli, 
from  1759  to  1785,  is  probably  occafioned  by  the  cftablifli- 
ment  of  two  blcachficlds  5  for  tlie  farmers  in  general  keep 
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fewer  fervants  than  formerly,  owing  to  a  greater  proportion 
©f  their  farms  being  inclofed,  and  laid  down  with  fown  grafs, 
than  heretofore. 

From  1780  to  1789,  both  inclufivc,  321  baptifms  arc  en- 
tered in  the  regifter,  whereof  168  were  males,  and  153  fe- 
males ;  23 1  were  baptifed  by  the  eftabliQ^ed  minifter,  and 
90  by  Seceders.  This,  however,  !•  no  proper  way  of  judg« 
ing  of  the  real  number  of  births,  as  the  rcgifter  of  baptifms 
is  kept  both  inaccurately  and  irregularly,  fince  1732,  when 
the  Seceflion  began.  Some  poor  people,  to  favc  the  trifling  ex- 
pence  of  lod.  omit  to  rcgifter  the  names  of  their  children  v 
and  the  Seceders,  fonie  through  poverty  and  others  out  of 
fuperftition,  do  not  rcgifter  theirs.  Some  of  the  latter  car- 
ry their  fuperftition  fo  far  as  to  pay  the  dues,  and  yet  forbid 
the  regiflration. 

Mifcdlamous  Ohfervatiotis* .--"^Tlxc  river  Leven,  which  fe- 

parates 

♦  AntquUies, In  the  pariih  is  the  old  caftle  of  Strathendric,  which  for- 
merly belonged  to  a  family  of  the  fame  name,  of  no  TmaU  note  in  Fife.  A 
battle  has,  probably,  been  fought  near  it,  as  4  large  ftones,  rimilar  to  thoTe 
ufually  fet  up  at  the  graves  of  perfons  of  renown,  who  had  fallen  in  battle, 
would  feem  to  indicate.  Near  thefe  (loncs  flood  a  round  hillock,  called  th« 
Gallant  Know  ;  which,  being  Aippofed  to  confill  only  of  gravel,  was  made  uTe 
of  a  few  years  ago  to  repair  the  roads :  But  in  the  center  of  it  was  found  a 
piece  of  pavement,  fiirrounded  with  Uree  flones,  containing  fome  bones,  and 
two  fpear  heads  of  copper,  the  one  like  the  head  of  an  officer's  fpontoon,  and 
the  other,  in  the  upper  part,  like  a  mafon's  chifcl.  A  flone  coffin  and  urn 
were  found  near  the  Gallant  Know,  bcHde  one  of  the  4  flones,  aboot  1760. 
The  old  houfe  of  Pitcairn,  which  belonged  to  the  well  known  Dr  Pitcaim, 
is  in  this  parilli,  but  now  in  a  ruinous  flate.  Near  it  flood  a  tumulus,  in  the 
center  of  which,  about  1770,  was  found  a  Aonechefl,  fiiU  of  human  bones, 
(in  particular  fevcral  entire  jaw  bones),  founding  eafl  and  wefl.  At  the  cafl  end 
were  found  two  urns  of  blnifh  clay,  full  of  bones  evidently  calcined^  and  white 
MS  clialk. 
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parates  this  parifh  from  that  of  Kinglaffie,  abounds  with 
trout ;  and>  about  Michaelmas,  great  numbers  of  eels  are 
taken  in  their  pafiage  from  Lochleven  to  the  fea.  On 
this  account  the  lands  of  Strathendrie  in  this  parifli,  were^ 
before  the  Reformation,  fubje£t  to  an  annual  tax  of  fome  thou* 
fands  of  eels  to  the  abbey  of  Inchcolm. 

There  are  in  the  parifli  quarries  of  whin-ftonc,  but  very 
hard,  and  expenfive  to  win }  alfo  fome  coal  mines  and  lime- 
works. 

The  parochial  fchoolmafter,  befides  a  houfe,  has  an  annual 
falary  of  L.  5  : 1 1 :  i\.  The  fcholars,  at  an  average  through- 
out the  whole  year,  are  80  in  number.  The  fees  of  teaching 
are  very  low. 

There  are  6  houfes  where  ale  is  fold ;  but  not  one  perfon 
or  family  fupported  by  the  profits  of  a  public-houfe,  ail  having 
fome  other  employment. 

Leflie-houfe,  a  magnificent  feat,  built  by  the  Duke  of 
Rothes,  round  a  court  like  the  abbey  of  Holyroodhoufe,  with 
a  gallery  three  feet  longer  than  that  in  the  abbey,  hung  on 
one  fide  with  portraits  of  the  conned^ions  of  the  Rothes  fami- 
ly, and  on  the  other  fide  with  thofe  of  contemporaries  and 
friends  of  the  Duke,  was  burnt  to  the  ground  on  the  a  3th 
December  1763.  The  fore-fide  of  the  fquare  was  repaired 
by  the  late  Earl  of  Rothes,  in  l^(^^• 

Cbara£fer  cf  the  People^  and  their  Manner  of  Livtng*^^ — 
There  is  not,  in  Britain,  a  parifh  of  the  fame  extent,  in  which 
the  people  are  more  fober,  honeft,  and  induilrious,  nor  among 
whom  there  have  been  fewer  grofs  crimes  committed,  than 
that  of  Leflic.  Their  manner  of  living  is  greatly  altered :  a 
remarkable  infiance  of  which  is,  that  for  feveral  years  after 
1760,  the  prefent  incumbent  got  all  his  wheaten  bread  from 
Edinburgh,  and  afterwards  from  Dyfart,  rolls  only  being  bak- 
3  ^J 
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ed  at  Leflle;  whereas  now  there  are  3  bakers  in  this  town  alone* 
Their  clothing  and  furniture  are  alfo  much  better  than  former- 
ly. In  the  church  of  Leiie  no  perfon  is  ever  feen  in  rags. 
The  young  men  wear  coats  of  Englifh  cloth,  fancy  vefts^  &c. 
and  the  young  women,  printed  and  white  cottons,  (ilk  cloaks 
and  bonnets,  &c.  The  drefs  of  the  maid-fervants  makes  no 
inconCderable  addition  to  the  expence  of  a  family  in  the  arti- 
cle of  wafliing.  Their  furniture  alfo  is  much  better.  About 
30  years  ago,  when  the  prefent  incumbent  was  fettled,  there 
was  not  6  clocks  in  the  parifli,  and  now  there  is  not  a  houie 
in  Leflie  where  there  is  not  either  a  clock  or  watch. 


NUMBER 


of  Kincardine  0  ^NieL 


55 


NUMBER     VL 
PARISH  OF  KINCARDINE  O'NIEL. 

(presbytery    of   KINCARDINE,   SYNOD,   AND   C013N- 
TY    OF   ABERDEEN.^ 

By  the  Riv.  Mr.  William  Morrick. 


Statijlical  Table. 


T    ENGTH  in  Englifh 

•*^     miles  7 

Breadth  5 

Population  about  1 7 20  3183 

^ ^— in  1755  1706 

in  1791  ao75 

Males "  893 

Females  ii8z 

In  villages  100 

In  the  country  1975 

Under  10  4»7 

Between  10  and  20  297 

■  ■             20  and  50  786 

■ .  50  and  70  465 

— —  70  and  80  76 

-            80  and  90  34 


.Families  500 

Inhabited  houfes  5  00 

Married  perfons  800 

Children,  at  an  average 

from  each  marriage  5 

Twins  &c.bom  in  the  pa- 
rifh  for  the  laft  xo  years    20 
Unmarried    men  above 

50  12 

— —  —  women  above 


60 
12 
25 


45 
Widowers 
Widows 
Average  of  births  for  6 

years  preceding  1791       3; 

Of  the  Eft^abliflicd church  204 1 

Seccders 
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Seceders 

10 

Roman  Catholics 

4 

Proprietors  reCding 

5 

7 

I 

I 
1 

Qcrgyman 

Surgeon 

Schoolmafter 

Farmers  under  L.  50  per 

aftnutn 

60 

Shop-keepers 

Innkeepers 

Smiths 

ID 

3 
6 

Mafons 

2, 

Carpenters 
Weavers 

17 
»7 

Shoemakers 

14 

Taylors 
Millers 

8 

Gardeners 

3 

Dyers 

Female  domeftic  fervants 

2 

12 

Poor 

3 

Capital  of  their  funds  L.  40 
Annual  income  L.  10 

Stipend  (glebe  included)L.  80 
New  houfes  built  within 

thefe  10  years  76 

Old  do.  pulled  down  63 

Scholars  taught  Englifli 

and  writing  240 

—————  Latin  4 
Acres  of  arable  ground  5560 
Carts  .  7  a 

Ploughs  110 

Valued  rent  ScQtch  L.3675 
Real  rent,  1 750,  ften  L.  1 225 
•__ —  iTPif  do.  L.i874 
RentsfpentinthepariihLi234 
Value  of  cattle,  flieep, 
horfes,  and  grain, 
exported  L.  400 

Salt,  iron,  foap,  ando-V 
ther  neceflaries,  im- 
ported L.  300 


Produce. 


Oats         4600  acres. 

1 3  280  bolls.     I  OS.  per  boU.    L.  6900 

Bear           800 

3200              I2S.                      1920 

Potatoes       50 

600                8s.                        240 

Turnips        60 

1800               4s.                        360 

Sown  grafs    50 

7500  ftones.    fid.  per  ftonc.        187 

Total  value  of  annual  produce  L.  9607 


Value 
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Value  of  Stock. 

130  Horfes,  at  L.  5  each  -  -         L.  650  o  o 

600  Bed  cattle,  at  L.  5            -  -        3000  o  o 

1200  Inferior^  do.  atL.3  -  -            3600  o  o 

3000  Sheep,  at  L.  5            -         -  -        750  o  o 

Total  L.  8000    o    o 

MlfciUaneous  Rtmarhs. — The  wages  of  a  common  labourer 
are  rod.  a  day.  Beft  male  farm-fervants  draw  from  L.5  to 
JL  6  per  annum^  the  fecond  fort  from  L.  3  to  L,  5 ;  and  beft 
female  farm  fervants  from  L.2  to  L.  3.  600  women  are  em- 
ployed in  fpinning  of  lint,  and  knitting  of  woolen  ftockings  ; 
at  which  they  edm  from  2s.  to  2s.  6d.  per  week.  The  price 
of  all  forts  of  provifions  is  douUe  of  what  it  was  40  years  ago. 
—The  fuel  commonly  ufed  is  peat,  turf,  and  wood :  the 
former,  which  is  found  in  the  parifli,  cofts  about  is.  per  cart 
load  when  carried  about  2  miles  \  the  turf  6d.  per  load.  The 
people  in  general  are  economical  enough  \  nothing  could 
contribute  more  to  meliorate  their  condition  than  the  en- 

couragement  of   induftry. ^There   are  about    500   a^ 

ores  planted  with  wood,  in  a  thriving  way :  on  one  eftate  a- 
lone  about  300  acres  are  planted.— *Some  free-ftone  is  carried 
fo  far  as  Aberdeen,  20  miles  diftant. 
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'   PARISH    OF    MIDDLEBIE. 
(presbytery  of  anhan,  synod  and  county  or 

DUMFRIES.) 

3j  the  Rev.  Mr.  Abraham  Nivison. 


Name^  Extent^  isfc. 

MIDDLEBIE  confifts  of  three  pariflieSi  Mlddlebie/  Peit* 
nerfaughs,  and  Carruthers,  now  united  into  one.  In 
the  Saxon  languagei  Bie  or  Bee^  it  is  faid,  fignifies  a  ftation  i 
and  the  addition,  Middle^  has  been  given  to  this  place  from 
the  circumftance  of  being  the  middle  ftation  between  Nether* 
bie  in  Cumberlandi  and  Overbiei  or  Upperbiei  in  Eikdale- 
muir;  at  both  which  places,  as  well  as  at  Middlebie,  are 
plain  veftiges  of  a  Roman  work.^.This  diftri€l  is  9  miles 
in  length,  and  4t  in  breadth,  though  of  a  very  irregular  form, 
interfedled  in  fome  places  by  the  neighbouring  pariflies. 
The  furface  is  flat,  with  gently  rifing  hills  interfperfcd.  The 
foil  is  very  various ;  moftly  ftrong,  deep,  and  wet,  upon  a 
cold  tilly  bed,  but  fertile  upon  the  whole.  The  air  is  general- 
ly hioift :  After  a  long  courfe  of  rainy  weather,  putrid  fevers 
prevail  much. 

Natural 


of  Middhhie.  59 

Natural  ProiuBions^  (fTr.— -The  parifli  abounds  with  free* 
ftone  of  a  reddiih  colour,  and  with  limeftone,  which  is  ufed 
both  in  building  and  for  manure.  About  30,000  Carlifle 
bttihels  (each  equal  to  3  Winchefler's)  are  annually  fold 
from  the  limeftone  quarries,  at  iid.  the  buOiel  when  drawn 
from  the  kiln.  Many  acres  are  employed  in  raifing  oats»  bar- 
ley, potatoes,  turnips,  rycy  wheat,  and  flax.  Oats  are  the 
mod  common  crop.  Turnips,  rye,  and  wheat,  are  far  from  being 
general.  The  pari(h  fupplies  itfelf  with  provifions,  and  ex- 
ports a  confiderable  quantity  of  oats,  barley,  and  bacon..— 
Great  numbers  of  cattlci  (which  are  generally  very  handfome, 
and  without  horns,)  are  annually  bought  by  drovers,  and  car- 
ried into  England.  It  is  a  common  praflice,  among  the  farm- 
CTSt  to  buy  young  flieep  in  Auguft,  and  difpofe  of  them  the 
following  fpring.  The  flieep  are  of  the  long  Englifli  kind, 
^th  white  legs  and  faces.  Harveft  generally  begins  about 
the  I  ft  of  September,  and  is  not  concluded  till  November. 
The  rent  of  the  beft  arable  land  is  about  aos.  the  acre ;  inferior 
land  lets  at  8s.  ps.  or  los.  The  general  fize  of  farms  feems 
to  be  100  acres,  and  the  average  rent  about  L.  50  or  L.  6o. 
Property  is  not  often  changing;  but  when  it  does,  the  land  fells 
at  from  20  to  25  years  purchafe  *• 

Stipend^  Poor^  {5V,-/rhe  living,  as  augmented  1 792,  con- 
H  a  fifts 

•  The  pfcftflt  price  of  butcher  meat,  butter,  cheefe^and  grain,  is  much  the 
iane  aa  in  the  Edinbursh  market,  and  in  the  three  iiothians.  A  goofc  fells  at 
ftf  6d.  or  3s.  a  duck  at.Sd.  a  hen  at  7d.  or  8d.  So  late  as  1 760,  oatmeal,  which 
aow  fells  for  %u  fold  at  8d,  the  ftoncw— — The  daily  wages  of  labourer!  are 
9d.  or  lod.  with  vi^hials,  or  is.  3d.  or  is.  4d.  without  them ;— of  mafons  is. 
in  the  former  cafe,  and  is.  6d.  in  the  hitter ;— of  taybrs,  who  never  work  a- 
broad  without  viauab,  8d.  The  wages  of  male  fervants  vary  from  L.  7  :  10 
to  In  10  per  aan.  and  female  fervants  receive  half  of  thcfe  fums.  This  high 
fate  b  to  be  attributed  to  the  vidnity  of  England,  where  the  wages  of  fervants 
are  fttll  higher  than  here. 
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fifts  of  a  manfe,  a  glebe  of  la  acres,  5  chalders  of  Tidualj 
L.  66  :  13  : 4  in  money,  and  L.  {  for  conununion  elements^ 
fo  that  It  18  altogether  worth  L.  150 per  annum.  The  Duke  of 
Queenlberry  is  patron.  The  amount  of  the  coIle£lion9  at  the 
church* door,  fines,  &c.  i8aboutL.i7s  which,  added  to L. 5, 
the  intereft  of  a  legacy,  makes  the  whole  annual  income  of 
the  poor  L.22.-«— There  has  been  no  fchoolhere  for  40  years 
paft ;  but  the  legal  fteps  for  having  a  falary  fixed  on  a  fchool- 
mafter  will  be  foon  taken. 

Mifcetlaneous  Oifervatiom^'^A  woman  died  fome  years  ago 
at  the  age  of  109.— The  principal  difadvantages  are  the  fear- 
city  of  fuel,  and  the  wetnefs  of  the  foil.  Some  of  the  heritors 
are  making  trials  for  coal,  of  which  there  is  a  favourable  ap- 
pearance. The  fuel  commonly  ufed  is  peat  and  turf;  fome 
coals  are  brought  from  Canonbie.^*-Near  the  church  are  the 
vcftiges  ef  a  Roman  work,  fome  account  of  which  may  be  feen 
in  Pennant's  tour;  and  feveral  coins  have  been  found  here. 
— ^The  people  in  general  feem  to  be  economical,  and  con- 
tented with  their  fituation,  though  it  cannot  be  faid  that  they 
enjoy  in  a  great  degree  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  focie- 
ty :  there  are  many  means  by  which  their  condition  might  be 
meliorated.— The  roads  were  originally  made  and  kept  in 
repair  by  ftatute  labour,  which  is  now  commuted.  The  turn- 
pike road  from  Glafgow  to  Carlifle  pafles  through  the  parifli, 
in  which  is  a  toll-bar,  lately  let  at  L.  1 16  per  annum. 
Thefe  are  fome  fmall  tippling  ale,  or  rather  whiflcy,  houfes,  in 
this  diftri^,  moft  hurtful  to  the  induftry,-health|  and  morals 
of  the  people. 
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Siatiftkal  Taik. 

Population  in  175$ 

991     Merchants                           ft 

:—     m^Qm 

1 356    Bom  in  England  and  Ire- 
1404        land                                  3 
6g6    Lawyers  and  writers             3 

Males 

Females 

708    Surgeon                                s 

Annual  average  of  births  49    Of  tbe£ftabliihedChurchi307 

g« 

13        ren  produced  by  each 

Under  10 

360        marriage                     5or6 

From  to  to  20 

340    Inhabited  houfes               297 

483    Horfes                              251 

185    Milch-cows                      639 

—  70  to  i«o 

36    Other  cattle,  about        1278 

Farmers  and  tkeir  Iamilies705    Sheep                            3940 

Weavers 

20    Swine                              594 

Taylors 

6    Real-ren^,  fterling      L.3730 

Joiners 

8    Heritors  refident                23 

BlacUmiths 

Mafons 

4    Poor                                 20 

MiUers 

4    Sx^all  Englilh  ploughs       46 

Shoe-makers 

2    Scotch,  ditto                     63 

3    Chain,  ditto                         4 

Male  farm-ftnrants 

69    Carts                               167 

Female,  ditto 

80 

*  PcHbns  who  sake  Arong  (hoes  with  thick  wootoi  fi>ks ;  ftry  iwce ffiur 
aod  confortsble  in  a  motft  climate  and  deep  wet  ibiL 
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NUMBER.  VIII. 
PARISH    OF    FOVERAN. 

t 

(PRESBTT£]IT  OF   ZLLOK,    CO0NTT    AND    SYNOD    OF 
ABERDEEN.) 

Bj  tie  Rev.   Mr.    William   Duff. 


Name,  Extent,  (2fc. 

F'OVERAN,  In  the  Celtic,  is  faid  to  fignlfy  a  Place  of 
Springs,  or  of  Water ;  though  the  pariih  poflefles  no  re- 
markable peculiarity  with  regard  to  the  number  or  nature  of  its 
fprings. — It  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  hj  the  fea,  on  the  north-eaft 
by  the  river  Tthan,  which  divides  it  from  Forvie,  (the  antient 
name  of  a  pariih  now  wholly  overblown  with  fand},  on  the 
north  by  the  burn  of  Tipperty ;  and  ei^tends  4  miles  in  length 
from  eaft  to  vreft :  the  greater  part  of  the  parifli  is  2  miles  in 
breadth.  The  nature  of  the  foil  is  various,  but  for  the  mod 
part  fertile :  next  the  fea  it  is  fandy,  next  to  that  a  fine  deep 
loam,  generally  on  a  bed  of  clay ;  a  confiderable  part  confifts 
of  ftrong  clay,  fome  of  which  is  cold,  wet,  and  fpouting. 
Scarcely  any  part  of  the  pariih  is  not  arable.  The  com  fields 
are  for  the  moft  part  clofe  and  contiguous,  as  well  as  fertile  ; 
compenfating  in  fome  meafure  for  the  want  of  trees,  of  which 
Tcry  few  are  to  be  feen  here^  though  feveral  plantations  have 

been 
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Veen  lately  made.  The  ground  rifes  by  a  gradual  afcent  from 
the  fea,  but  in  no  place  to  any  great  height  i  and  the  parifht 
though  not  flat,  is  rather  plain  than  hilly. '  The  air  i$  forne- 
what  fiiarp  and  penetrating,  efpecially  when  the  wind  blpwa 
from  the  eaft ;  it  is  however  abundantly  wholefome.  Vegeta- 
tion is  remarkably  quick  and  ftrong ;  and  the  crops  of  fown 
gralS|  in  particular,  are  generally  early  and  luxuriant. 

Riverj,  Villages,  fe'r.— -The  river  Ythan  abounds  with 
falmon,  trout,  and  flounders.  In  it  are  innumerable  beds  of 
mufdesi  which  are  fent  to  Aberdeen,  and  fold  at  is.  8d.  the 
peck,  not  only  for  the  table,  but  for  bait  to  the  fifliers,  though 
the  latter  have  of  late  dificovered  a  reludance  to  purchafe  them, 
as  they  have  rifen  in  the  courfe  of  12  years  to  double  their 
former  value.  The  bait,  however,  which  they  ufe  as  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  mufcles,  not  having  anfwered  fo  well,  it  is  believed 
they  will  be  obliged  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  tackf- 
man.— 'Pearls  are  found  in  the  bed  of  the  Ythan ;  and,  a 
few  years  ago,  were  pretty  fuccefsfully  fearched  for,  three  or 
four  miles  up  the  river. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Tthan,  is  the  village  of  Newburgh,  a 
very  difty  place,  in  a  pleafant  and  commodious  fituatioQ. 
This  village,  thou{;h  lying  in  a  good  com  country,  half  way 
between  Aberdeen  and  Peterhead,  and  exceedingly  conveni- 
ent for  importing  limet  coals,  &c.  and  exporting  grain  from 
all  the  neighbouring  pariflies,  has  been  unaccountably  much 
negleded :  it  formerly  contained  about  200  inhabitants ;  but 
the  number  b  now  confiderably  reduced  from  want  of  proper 
encouragements  and  regulations.  Within  the  memory  of 
many  perfons  in  the  parifh,  7  fifhing  boats  belonged  to  this 
village,  now  the' number  is  reduced  to. one  only,  and  even 
that  is  chiefly  ufcd  for  piloting  veflcls  up  the  river.  There  is 
BO  harbour  in  the  Ythan ;  an  advantage  which,  conlidering 
3  the 
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die  great  number  of  fliips  that  frequent  the  riter,  is  much 
wanted,  and  which  it  b  fuppofed  could  be  obtained  at  a  mo- 
derate expence,  The  Tthan  is  navigabk  for  about  3  miles 
from  its  mouth :  Ihips  of  100  to  150  tons  burden  can  come  a 
mile  up. 

In  Newburgh  are  6  or  7  ale-houfes ;  chiefly  frequented  by 
iailorsy  fmugglers,  and  fiihermen.  In  the  country  part  of  the 
parifii  is  only  one  ale^houfe. 

Rint^  AgriciJiure,  CsV.— There  are  about  50  farms  in  the 
parifii,  \  fome  of  them  large,  extending  from  200  to  1200  a-^ 
eves,  fome  of  a  moderate  fize,  and  Ibmc  very  fmaB,  befidea 
fereral  crofts  of  from  4  to  12  acres.  One  farm  of  1200  acres  is 
rented  at  L.  200  per  annum ;  another  is  let  for  L.  130 ;  feve* 
ral  from  L.  60  toL.  80 ;  others  from  L.  20  to  L.  40 ;  and  a 
few  from  L.  15  to  L.  20,  converting  the  vidual-rent  at 
138*  3d.  per  boll.  Bcfides  the  rent,  the  tenants  are  bound  to 
perform  fereral  fervices ;  particularly  that  arbitrary  exaftton* 
known  by  the  name  of  hnnage  *,  to  which  fome  of  thofc  who 
hare  lately  taken  farms,  have  refufed  to  fubmit  The  infieM 
near  the  coail,  which  is  in  general  the  beft  ground  in  the  pa* 
riib,  is  let  from  2os*  to  308.  per  acre.*— -The  valued  rent  is 
about  L.  4000  Scotch ;  the  real  rent  extends  from  L«  2400  to 
L.  2600  fterling,  including  the  falmon  and  mufel^fifliingSt 
which  let  at  about  L.  220  fterling. 

Within  thefe  14  and  15  years,  agriculture  has  made  very 
rapid  advances  in  this  diftri£l ;  and  the  method  of  cultivation 
has  undergone  a  very  remarkable  change.  Before  that  period^ 
the  lands  were  neither  drefied,  nor  had  any  intervals  of  reft, 
but  carried  perpetual  crops  of  grain,  to  the  utter  impoverifli- 
ment  of  the  ground.  Now  a  great  quantity  of  lime  is  ufed  for 

manure ; 

•  Vide  VoL  I.  p.  4.13. 
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maniite ;  large  fields  of  fown  grafs  and  turnips  are  to  be  feenj 
and  confiderable  numbers  of  cattle  are  fed  on  thefe  green 
crops.  The  grain  ufually  fown  is  bear^  oats,  and  peafe*  On 
two  or  three  farms,  wheat  has  been  tried  with  fuccefs,  which^ 
it  may  be  prefumed,  will  tend  to  promote  its  more  general 
cultivation.  Harvell  begins  about  the  middle  or  endof  Auguft. 
— In  the  pariih  there  are  about  300  horfes  \  1500  cattle ;  and 
an  inconfiderable  number  of  iheep ;  the  nature  of  the  foil  and 
the  mode  of  agriculture  generally  purfued,  not  bebg  favoura- 
ble to  the  rearing  of  flocks* 

Tradi  and  Manufd8ures,^^'''^Tlit  only  trade  that  defenres 
to  be  mentioned,  carried  on  here,  is  the  importation  of  lime, 
coals,  and  wood,  (with  which  laft  3  or  4  veflels  are  commonly 
freighted  yearly  from  Norway  or  Garmouth ;)  and  the  exporta- 
tion of  grain  and  meal.  The  demand  for  lime  has,  within  the 
laft  7  years,  increafed  in  an  aftoniihing  degree :  at  leaft  30  car- 
goes haraig  been  imported  this  year.  It  is  only  about  i6  years 
fince  the  firft  cargo  of  that  valuable  fpecies  of  manure,  which 
was  given  gratis  by  one  of  the  heritors  to  his  tenants,  in  order 
to  convince  them  of  its  advantages^  was  imported  into  this 
pariih* 

The  ftocUng  manufa£lure  is  carried  on  here,  by  the  Aber* 

deen  merchants,  to  a  confiderable  extent ;  but  Cnce  the  im« 

provements  which  have  taken  place  in  the  ftocking-looms,  the 

price  of  knitting  them  has  fallen  fo  low,  that  the  women  who 

continue  to  knit  can  with  difficulty  earn  a  fcanty  fubfiftence. 

As  the  pradice  of  fowing  lint  begins  to  gain  ground  in  this 

country,  it  is  hoped  that  the  fpinniog  of  linen,  by  wlych  a 

good  deal  more  can  be  earned,  will  likewife  gradually  prci^ 

vail*. 

VoL#  VI.  I  Populations 

^  Th«  wages  of  fcmnu  arc  triple  what  tfacywirt  40  years  tgo.    M%k 

ftrruvts 
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Pepulathfif  (s^^.— The  popiiktion  has  of  late  confideraUy 
ilecreafed,  owing  in  fome  meafure  to  the  decline  of  the  fiihe- 
ry,  but  chiefly  to  die  praAice  of  uniting  fcreral  fmaU  fanns 
into  one*  On  a  fann  of  1200  acres  there  are  not  now  7  or  8 
houfes  where  34  formerly  were,  and  feveral  emigrations  have 
taken  place  from  it. 


Nnmberoffoulsini755  1981 
Above  7  years  of  age,  in 

1775  1150 

I  in 

1791*  1025 

Number  of  fouls  in  1 792  1 243 
Males  580 

Females  663 

Farmers  50 

Cottagers  137 

Male-fervants  97 

Female-fenrants  124 

Grooms  2 

Gardeners  t 

Houfc*fervantS|  male  2 

,.  female         2 

Smiths  6 


Carpenters  and  wrsghts  6 

Taylors  5 

Shoemakers  7 

Weavers  3 

Mafons  6 

Shopkeepers  6 
Yearly  average  of  biitlis 

for  3  years  27 
■                       of  deaths  i  o 
— — —  of  marri- 
ages 6 
Average  of  children  pro- 
duced by  each  marri* 

Methodifts  50  or  60 

Seceders  9 

Epifcopalians  7 


Ecckjiaflical  State ^  School^  Poor. The  ftipend,  including 


lervants  commonxly  receive  from  L.  5  to  L.  6 ;  and  female  fenrants  from  !•.  s :  6 
to  L.  1 :  10.  a  year.  Day-Iaboiirer»  are  hired  a£  6  d.  a  day,  with  their  vie- 
tuals,  or  xod.  without  them.  The  price  of  prorifionf  U  regulated  in  a  great 
meafure  by  the  Aberdeen  market :  Beef  and  mutton  fell  from  3d.  to4d.  per. 
pounds — ^hens  from  x».  4d.  to  is.  6d< — and  chickens  from  4d.to  6d,  die  pair. 


*  Sercral  ire  aboTC  80 ;  and  onfc  man  in  the  96th  year  of  his  age. 
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li  glebe  of  5  acres,  is  L.  95  fterling. — ^The  king  is  patron.  .—^ 
The  ichoolinafter's  falary  is  100  merksy  and  L.  3  : 6  :  8  fter« 
ling.  The  funds  for  the  fupport  of  the .  poor  arife  from  the 
intereft  of  a  capital  of  L.  210  fterling;  a  mortification  of 
Li.i :  6 : 8  fer  annum ;  and  the  coUe£liona  at  the  church-doors; 
which  lafty  at  an  average,  may  amount  to  L.  20  per  annum, 
ezdufive  of  the  annual  colledionfor  di^  infirmary  at  Aberdeen. 
The  number  of  poor  who  receive  alms  (not  including  fuch  as 
are  occafionally  rdiiived),  is  about  40 ;  and  each  of  thc^fe  re^ 
ceive  from  28*  to  5  s.  every  quarter,  for  the  diftribution  is  made 
quarterly. 

In  17829  the  wants  of  the  parUhioners  were,  in  a  great  mea» 
fure,  fupplied  by  the  importation  of  4  cargoes  of  grain  from 
England,  which  fold  at  about  28s.  per  boll.  As  this  price 
was  too  high  for  the  poor  to  pay,  the  heritors  contributed 
L.  20,  the  tenants  L.  20,  a  third  L.  20  was  taken  from  the 
poor's  funds,  and  L.  20  more  was  borrowed,  making  in  all 
L.  80 ;  with  which  the  feflion  bought  oat  and  peafe  meal :  the 
former  chey  fold  at  prime  coft,  is.  3d.  per  peck ;  and  with  e- 
▼ery  peck  of  oatmeal  fo  fold,  they  gave  2  packs  of  peafe  meal 
gratis  \  by  which  means  the  poor  had  their  meal  altogether  at 
5d.  the  peck,  and  their  wants  were  feafonably  and  eire£lually 
fupplied.  One  of  the  tenants  not  only  advanced  the  laft  L.  20 
without  charging  intereft,  but  fold  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
meal  to  the  poor  at  is.  per  peck,  when  it  had  rifen  to  is.  6d. 
in  the  market^  as  an  evidence  of  his  gratitude  to  Providence 
for  blefling  him,  amidft  the  general  fcarcity,  with  a  plentiful 
crop. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations  *.— The  people  arc  civil  and 
I  2  hofpitable 

*  There  were  m  the  parifli  l  druidical  temples,  one  of  which  was  very 
complete,  bat  both  are  now  entirely  de(bx>yed.  Near  Ncwbiu;gh,  are  the  ruins 

of 
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bofpittUe  to  ftrtngersy  charitable  to  the  poor»  humane  tad 
compaffionate  to  the  Ihip-wrecked,  when  fuch  accidents  hap- 
pen ;  and,  in  generalt  juft  and  honeft  in  their  dealings.  Smug- 
gling, however,  is  frequently  carried  on,  and  tends  in  no  in* 
confiderable  degree  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  people :  but 
this  contraband  trade  feems,  through  the  falutary  meafures  a- 
dopted  by  government,  to  be  at  prefent  on  the  decline ;  and 
its  total  annihilation  is  devoutly  to  be  wiftied  for  by  every  friend 
to  virtue  and  induftry— -The  mode  of  living  has  undergone 
a  great  alteration  of  late.  The  tenants  in  general  are  in  good 
circumftances,  live  comfortably,  and  maintain  a  decent  ap* 
pearance.  A  tafte  for  finery  in  drefs  has  pervaded  all  ranks. 
■  The  principal  difadvantage  is  the  fcarcity  of  fuel :  peat 
is  moil  commonly  ufed|  but  procured  with  difficulty,  owing 
to  the  fcarcity  of  mofs.  The  heavy  duty  on  coal  prevents  its 
being  more  generally  made  ufe  of,  notwithftanding  the  facility 
of  procuring  it.— The  roads  in  the  pariih,  which  are  tolera- 
bly good,  are  made  by  ftatute* labour.  Many  of  the  tenants 
wifli  for  turnpikes,  being  fully  fenfible  of  the  advantages  a* 
riling  from  them. 

Hints  fir  the  Melioratim  of  tbi  Situation  mni  Grcumfiancei 
of  the  People.^^'^  h%  proprietors,  who  reCde  upon  their  cftates, 
have  daily  opportunities  of  obferving  the  wants  and  fufierings 
of  their  tenants,  whom  it  is  equally  their  duty  and  intereft  to 
prote£l  and  encourage,  they  might  probably,  in  a  great  mea* 

furct 

•f  an  old  chapd,  called  the  Red  Chapel  of  Buchan.  About  half  a  mile  from 
Kewburgh,  the  niin^  of  the  old  caftle  of  Knockhall,  one  of  the  feats  of  the 
fam!ly  of  UJny,  pleasantly  fituated,  ftrikes  the  eye  of  the  fpeAator.  Some 
rrmaSQS  of  another  caftle  belonging  to  a  family  of  the  name  of  Fiddest  now 
extinct,  art  (Ull  to  be  feen  \  and  there  are  fevcral  t^imoli  or  cairns  in  the  pa» 
riih. 
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filxty  fupply  the  one  and  relieve  the  other,  by  adopting  fome 
fuch  plans  as  the  following : 

ift,  To  let  their  bmds  at  moderate  rents  and  grant  long  lea- 
fes  to  their  tenants  \  with  fuitable  encouragement  for  making 
improvements  on  their  farms,  (either  by  clearing  the  ground 
of  ftonesj  draining,  inclofing,  or  bringing  muirs  and  wafte  land 
under  cultivation  and  pafture),  and  by  allowing  them  a  rea* 
fonable  compenfation  for  what  they  have  judicioufly  expended 
on  fuch  improvements. 

2dly,  To  aboliih  all  pcrfonal  fervices,  efpecially  during  feed* 
time  and  harveft,  together  vrith  miln-multures,  allowing  the 
miller  only  payment  for  his  trouble  in  grinding  the  com  to  the 
tenants. 

3dly,  To  let  farms  of  a  moderate  fize  to  fobcr  and  induftri** 
ous  tenants^  even  in  preference  to  thofe  who  promife  a  larger 
rent,  which,  after  all,  they  may  not  be  able  to  pay. 

4thly,  To  prevent,  by  proper  reftridions,  in  the  leafcs  they 
grant  to  their  tenants,  as  well  as  by  their  own  example,  all 
nnreafonable  and  extravagant  exa£lions  of  rent,  as  well  as  of 
perfonal  fervices  from  fub-tenant3 ;  who  too  often  feel  the 
fcourge  of  thofe  petty  oppreflbrs,  to  whofe  tyranny  they  are 
fubje£led,  when  they  are  not  reftrained  by  prohibiting  claufes, 
enforced  by  proper  penalties  in  their  leafes.  For  inftance,  a  te* 
nant  might  be  prohibited,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  his 
}eafe,  from  letting  land  to  cottagers  above  a  certain  fum, 
(which  muft,  no  doubt,  vary  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
foil,  and  the  fituation  of  the  place),  as  well  as  from  demand- 
ing any  of  thofe  feudal  fervices,  which  are  only  fo  many  bad« 
ges  of  flavery. 

5thly,  and  la(Uy,  It  might  be  advantageous,  in  an  age  fo 
famed  as  the  prefent  for  aflbciations,  to  inftitute  parochial 
.clubs,  confifting  of  the  proprietors,  minifter,  and  fuch  farm- 
ers of  the  pariih,  as  choofe  to  become  members,  to  meet  twice 

a 
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a  jeait^  in  fpring  and  autumn ;  when  the  former  would  have 
opportunities  of  inquiring  into  the  plans  adopted  by  the  lattcTt 
ki'  the  management  of  their  farms^  and  of  glfing  feafonable 
advices  to  the  flotfaful,  and  fuitabie  approbation  and  encou- 
ragement to  the  induftrious.  At  thefe  meetings,  at  which 
the  proprietors  and  minifter  might  officiate  in  rotation,  as  pre- 
fidents^  a  colle£Hon  fhould  be  made  by  voluntary  aileffinent, 
according  to  the  diffirrent  circumftances  and  inclinations  of  the 
members,  out  of  which,  after  defraying  the  expenccs  of  the 
meettngf  which  ifliould  never  exceed  is.6d.  each,  thefurplus 
ftoidd  be  converted  into  a  fund  for  encouraging  induftry  a- 
mong  the  cottagers.  Out  of  this  fund,  fnvall  premiums  from 
5S.  to  IDS.  might  be  diftributcd  to  4  or  5  cottagers  yearly, 
who  fliould  raife  the  bed  turnips  or  grafs  upon  not  lefs  than  i 
of  an  acre  each.  By  a  judicious  andimpartial  diftribution  of  thefe 
fmall  premiums,  a  fpirit  of  induftry  and  emulation  would  be  ex- 
cited among  the  cottagers }  their  crops  of  grafs  and  grain  would 
be  more  plentiful,  and  their  (ituation  and  circumftances  would 
become  much  more  comfortable.  By  fuch  periodical  meetings 
landlords  would  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  fitua. 
tion,  management,  and  condu£l  both  of  the  tenants  and  cot- 
tagers i  thofe  ties  which  unite  men  to  men  would  be  drawn 
tighter  and  clofer  j  fentiments  of  refpe£k  and  gratitude— of  at* 
tachment  and  confidence,  would  fpontaneoufly  arife  and  ex- 
pand, in  the  hearts  of  the  tenants  towards  their  landlords, 
whom  they  would  thus  be  induced  to  confider  as  their  patrons 
and  proteAors ;  and,  by  this  primitive  and  patriarchal  kind  of 
intercourfe,  fo  agreeable  to  a  benevolent  miiKi,  the  genetal 
harmony  and  happinefs  of  focial  life  would  be  improved  and 
nugmented. 


NUMBER 


NUMBER     IX. 
PARISH  OF  DAM£L1JJGT0UN. 

(county  AMD  >R£SBYT£R.Y   OF  AIR,    SYNOD  OF 
GLASGOW    AND   AIK.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan  M*Mtne* 


Natne^  Soil^  Climattf  fsfc* 

THE  true  orthogrtpfay  of  Damelingtoun  is  fakl  to  be 
Dame>'HeMi''t$wn,  after  a  lady  of  rank  and  fortune, 
of  the  name  of  Helen,  who  boilt  a  caftle  near  this  place*——- 
The  partih  is  about  B  miles  long,  and  between  a  and  3  in 
breadth.— *— The  foil  in  the  bwer  parts,  lying  upon  the  river 
Doon,  is  a  ftrong,  rich,  deep  day :  around  the  Tillage  of  Da« 
melingtoun,  it  is  dry  and  gravelly ;.  and  towards  the  hilly  parts^ 
hard  and  rocky.  About  a  mile  below  the  village  is  a  large 
morafs  *,  ^rfiich  formerly  rendered  the  climate  very  unheal- 
thy, particularly  to  children ;  but  fince  it  has  been  drained, 
and  two  £tnall  ftreams  carried  through  its  centre,  the  climate 

is 

*  Ao  experiment  was  tried  Id  Improre  this  large  inCt  of  nieleisgRMiod,  by 
covering  it  thick  with  water  graTcl,  which  had  a  wonderful  and  immediate  ef- 
ItA;  but  the  ezpenc«  was  ib  great,  that  it  was  found  ncceflarf  toreUoquiA 
tbc&heae. 
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is  become  raore  fiilubrious,  the  children  ate  float  and  health* 
fulf  and  there  are  now  many  inftances  of  longevity  in  the  pa* 
rifh*— Immediately  beyond  this  hrge  morafs,  runs  the  river 
Doon,  vhere  there  is  perhaps  the  largeft  tn£t  of  natural  mea- 
dows that  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  Scotland.  Thefe  fine 
meadows  are  apt  to  be  overflowedf  by  which  their  graf^  is  fil- 
led with  fand  and  rendered  hurtful  to  cattle;  and  often,  in 
gteat  fpeatSy  a  great  deal  of  hay  is  carried  away.  In  order  to 
prevent  this  damage,  the  proprietors  cut  through  a  very  high 
and  folid  rock  at  the  foot  of  Loch  Doon,  (from  whence  the  ri- 
ver flows)i  but  the  event  did  not  anfwer  their  expeflations. 
Loch  Dooh  is  a.  beautiful  piece  of  water,  9  miles  long,  abound* 
ing  in  trout,  with  a  hard  rocky  coaft.  On  an  ifland  are  the 
remains  of  a  fine  old  caftle,  and  there  was  a  beautiful  natural 
cafcade  at  the  foot  of  the  loch,  before  the  cut  was  made. 

^//i#raZr.— The  parifli  is  full  of  fine  coal,  and  freeftone,  in 
almoft  every  corner  of  it.  Thefe  two  ufeful  articles  terminate 
here,  there  being  none  to  the  fouthward  beyond  this  parifli. 
Coal  is  carried  from  hence,  to  the  diftance  of  30  miles,  into 
Galloway.  There  is  alfo  iron-ftone  to  be  found  in  the  parifl], 
and  lead  in  fome  of  the  hills.  Near  the  village  of  Dameling* 
toun  b  the  cheapeft  and  beft  coal  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  weft 
of  Scotland. 

Populatkn,  faTr.— The  following  table  will  exhibit  the  Hate 
of  the  pariih,  as  to  population,  rent,  &c. 

Populadon  in  1755  739    Annual  average  of  births 

"  in  179a  681        for  a  years  2g 

Above  1 2  years  of  age  472  >  of  bun* 

Below  12  209        als  15 

2  Rent 
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Rent^  L«i7oo    Sheep  £009 

Black-cattle  800    Heritors  refident  1 

HosTea  50  ■■  noa-rcfidcnt  3 

The  populationi  in  the  country  part  of  the  pariih,  has  con« 
fiderably  diminiihed,  owing  to  the  monopolizing  of  farms,  or 
conjoining  a  number  of  pofleffions  into  one }  but  it  has  in* 
creafed  in  proportion  in  the  village  of  Damelingtbuni  which 
contains  about  500  inhabitants.    Seven  fairs  are  held  in  it  e- 
Tery  year ;  and  it  has  5  or  6  public  houfesi  kept  by  people  of 
good  character.    Near  the  village  are  two  large  commonsi  let 
at   a  reafonable   rate  to  the  inhabitants,  for  feeding  their 
cattle  upon.    Each  common  may  feed  25  or  30  cows»  There 
is  plenty  of  coal,  freeftone,  and  good  water,  all  around  \  fo 
that,  upon  all  thefe  accounts,  Damelingtoun  is  particularly  well 
fituated  for  a  woolen  manufa£tory,   efpecially  as  it  is  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  numerous  and  fine  flocks  of  iheep.     Ac- 
cordingly, a  few  public- fpirited  men  propofe  immediately  to 
eftablifli  both  a  woolen  and  a  cotton  manufa£tory  here;  which, 
in  time,  will  prpbably  be  produ&ive  of  the  h^ppieil  effeds ; 
as  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  are  a  fbbitr,  induftrious,  re* 
gular,  and  well-informed  fet. 

Mifctllanews  Oifirvatwn/,'T-'^T}ie  (lipend  is  1200  merks 
Sc.  all  in  money ;  'with  a  glebe  of  1 1  acres.— —The  fchooU 
mafter's  falary  is  L.'ioo  Sc— The  average  number  of 
poor  is  27,  maintained  by  weekly  collef^ions,  and  the  intereft 
of  a  capital  ftock  of  L.  1 10.  The  monopolizing  of  farms, 
and  the  cheapneb  of  houfes  and  coal  in  the  village,  has  con* 
tributed  much  to  increafe  the  number  of  the  poor ;  but  they 
are  very  diligent  and  induftrious.-— In  the  parifh  are  the  re* 
mains  of  3  old  caftles,  one  of  them  on  an  ifland  in  Loch 

V01-.  VI.  K  Doon, 
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Doon,  before-mentioned.  A  beautiful  moat,  furroufided 
with  a  deep  dry  fofle,  ftands  immediately  above  the  Tillage 
of  Damelingtoun  \  and  large  cums  of  ftones  ait  to  be  found 
in  many  places*  ^ 


NX7MBER 
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KUMB  £  k     X 
PARISH    OF    CULTER. 

(fRESBYTERV     Ot     BIGGAR,     SYNOD     OF     LOTHtAM 
AND    TW££DAL£,    COUNTY    OF     LANARK.) 

Bj  ihi  Rev*  Mr*  WillUm  Strachan« 


Naffte^  Extent^  Surface* 

CULTER  is  a  Latin  word^  fignifying  a  Coulter  or  Plougfc* 
(hare,  though  it  is  uncertain  upon  what  account  thia 

parifh  was  fo  named The  length  of  the  parifh  is  about  8 

miles  f  and  the  breadth  varies,  but  is  at  an  average  about  4 
miles.  The  level  or  lowland  part  of  the  parilh,  which  is  well 
cultivated  and  iroprOvedi  is  about  2  miles  broad  from  the  banks 
of  the  Clyde,  which  feparates  this  from  Symington  parifh,  to 
the  foot  of  the  hilly  ground  on  the  fouth^  The  fituation  is  de- 
lightful ;  and  the  profpcft,  though  not  exten five,  is  beautiful, 
tlie  ground  being  mollly  either  well  inclofed  with  ditch  and 
hedge,  or  covered  with  thriving  plantations,  which  contri* 
bute  greatly  to  adorn  the  country.  Part  of  the  ground  is  fo 
pUtn,  that  an  avenue  to  a  gentleman's  feat  in  this  parilh, 
though  upwards  of  a  mile  in  length,  i?  perfeftly  level.  The 
fi'uthern  diflrid  confifls  chiefly  of  Itigh  mountains,    called 

K  2  Culter-heighis 
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Culter-lieights  and  Culter.feII^  (which  laft  rivab  Tmfo^ 
hill  in  height),  partly  green,  and  partly  covered  with 
heath  and  coarfe  grafs,  well  Kdapted  to  the  brcedkig   and 

feeding  of  flieep^ There  are  4  pretty  large  ftore*famt» 

in  the  parifli,  (though  not  withcmt  a  confiderable  proportion 
of  arable  land  in  them,  producing  excellent  crops)  one  rent- 
ed  at  L.  70,  another  at  L.  120,  and  the  third  at  L.  340 ;  the 
fourth  is  occupied  by  the  proprietor.  The  number  of  Englifli 
acres  in  the  whok  partfli  amounts  to  about  7377  f« 

Woodsf  Sailf  Produffioni,  {5V,— One  of  the  hills  is  cover- 
ed on  one  fide  with  a  large  wood,  confifting  chiefly  of  fir,.oak9 
afli,  &c.  part  of  which  is  natural.  Many  thottfands  of  trees 
have  alfo  been  planted  in  different  parts  of  the  parifli,  within 
thefe  7  or  8  years  }  and  the  wh6le  diftri£k  is  fo  much  impror- 
ed  by  art,  as  mud  imprefe  one  with  a  favourable  opinion  of 
the  good  tafte  of  the  proprietors,  who  feem  to  vie  with  each 
other  in  improvements*  The  foil  of  the  lower  part,  though 
in  general  naturally  light  and  fiiarp,  when  juftice  is  done  to  it 
in  cultivation,  feldom  fails  to  make  rich  and  early  returns  of 
oats,  barley,  potatoes,  turnips,  flax,  or  rye-grafs^  and  clover^ 
Inclofed  land  lets  at  an  average  from  30s  to  40s  the  acre ;  out- 
field  land  lets  at  various  prices.  Pafture-parks  rent  amazing- 
ly high  ;  one  of  the  proprietors  finding  this  fcheme  advantage* 
ous,  has  let  out  a  great  part  of  his  eftate  for  pafturage,  for 
fbme  years  pad.  ^  The  valued  rent  is  L»  1600  Scotch^  and  the' 
teal  rent  nearly  L.  1600  (lerling. — The  number  of  heritors  i» 

7» 

^  It  i»  worthy  of  itmark,  that  on  the  motmng  of  the  xjtk  of  Jmie  I79l» 
thif  hill  wag  quite  covered  with  ihow. 

t  Mr  Strachan  certainly  means  that  part  of  the  pariih  which  bsft'bceap 
meafiiredy  not  the  whola  diilriA, 
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7i  of  whom  3  refide  principally  in  the  parifii.  The  people 
are  in  general  commodioufly  lodged,  the. proprietors*  having 
buik  fttbftantial  farm^houfes  for  their  tenants.  More  flax  is 
raifed  here  dian*  in  any  part  of  the  neighboaring  coun- 
try, and  the  foil  is  very  proper  for  that  crop.  People  from  a 
confiderable  diftance  will  chearfully  pay  as.  6d.  for  as  much 
land  as  is  requiGte  for  fowing  a  cap-full, or  forpet  of  feed,  40  of 
which  meafures  are  allotted  to  an  acre :  each  forpet  generally 
produces  from  12  to  25  lb.  of  drefled  flax  from  the  mill.-»The 
harveft  is  in  general  earlier  by  a  week  than  in  other  pariih  in 
die  Ticinity.-*-The  air  in  the  fouthem  part  of  this  diftri£i,  it 
Tcry  Iharp  in  winter,  the  hills  being  generally  covered  with 
(how }  while  the  inhabitants  in  the  lowland  places  enjoy  a  dear 
and  dry  air««— Culter-water,  which  falls  into  the  Clyde,  after 
bifeAing  the  pariih,  abounds  with  trout. 

Population^  E^r<— The  ftate  of  the  pariih^  as  to  populationi 
and  in  other  refpeAs,  will  be  feen  from  the  following  table : 


Number  of  fouls  in  1755  422    Relief  Seceders 
in  1791  326    Burgher  ditto 


30 


Males 

Females 

Under  10 

From  10  to  10 

■  ■        50  to  69 

At  80 

M7 

Births  from  September 

179 

1785,  to  April  1 

[791 

40 

70 

Marriages,  ditto 

12 

<^9 

Deaths,  ditto 

30 

64 

Mafons 

4 

49 

Wrights 

3 

.  32 

Weaver 

z 

26 

Shoemaker 

1 

12 

Smiths 

a 

3 

Miller 

I 

1 

Flougha 

22 

Carts 
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Carts  51     Cows  igi 

Sheep  4^AO    Horfes  8a 

TKc  botfcs,  which  are  generally  bred  here,  or  in  the  vict* 
nUy,  are  ftrong  made,  capable  of  enduring  much  fatigue,  and 
Lave  lately  advanced  in  value*  A  good  many  flieep  and  black- 
cattle  are  fattened  by  the  gentlemen,  and  fome  of  the  farmers^ 
who  find  a  ready  fale  for  themi  purchafers  appearing  from  La- 
nark, Hamilton,  and  even  from  Glafgow.  Numbers  are  now 
alTo  fold  into  Biggar ;  where,  for  fome  time  pad,  has  been  an ' 
excellent  market  for  butcher  meat  of  all  kinds. 

Stipend^  School^  and  -Papr,«— The  ftipend  is  L.  41 :  13  14 

ftcrling,  (including  50  merks  Scotch  for  communion  ele- 
ments),  2  chalders  of  oatmeal,  and  i  of  bear.  The  glebe 
confifts  of  8^  acres,  and  may  be  rated  at  L.  to.— Sir  Charles 
Rofs  of  Balnagowan  is  patron— —The  fchoolmafter's  falary 
is  L.  8 : 6 : 8,  with  a  houfe  and  garden,  and  other  emoluments, 
amounting  to  about  L.  5  more.  The  colledions  at  the  church* 
doors  amount  to  about  L.  8  per  annum,  a  large  fum,  confider« 
ing  the  fniall  number  of  inhabitants,  but  owing  chiefly  to  the 
Uberal  offerings  of  fome  genteel  fumxlics  refident  here.  This^ 
with  the  intereft  of  L.  103,  the  capital  of  the  poor's  funds, 
is  didributed  once  a  fortnight  among  the  enrolled  poor,*  who 
are  7  in  number ;  and  part  is  employed  in  relieving  the  occa« 
£onal  diftreiTes  of  others,  and  in  paying  the  fees  of  poor  fcho- 
Jars.    No  beggars  are  to  be  feen  in  the  pariflu 

Mifcellaneous  Rimarhs* The  people  are  healthy,  being 

moftly  employed  in  a£i:ive  occupations,  and  are  fober  and  ex- 
emplary.    Rheumatifms  and  colds  arc  the  moft  prevalent  dif- 

eafes. There  are  in  the  parifli  four  encampments,  all  ©f 

a  circular  figure,  called  ringbby  the  common  people  :  like  wife 
2  » 
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a  fmall  circular  artificial  mound  of  earth,  on  the  hanks  of  the 
Clyde,  within  view  of  two  others  at  a  confiderable  diftance« 
The  principal  difadvantages  are  the  diftance  from  coal, 
which  is  brought  il  miles  from  Douglas,  and  the  want  of  a 
bridge  OTcr  the  Qyde,  which  is  often  impa0able«  There  are 
fewpeat-moflcs  here,  and  not  many  people  who  dig  more  fuel 
than  is  ncceffary  for  drying  their  grain  for  the  mill. — There  are 
fome  mineral  fprlngs,  impregnated  with  iron  ;  and  iron-ftone, 
faid  to  be  of  an  excellent  quality,  is  found  in  great  plenty,  ia 
different  parts  of  the  pariih* 
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NUMBER     XL 
PARISH   OF  MARYCULTURE/ 

(PRXSBTTERY  AND    6TN0D    OF    AURDESN,    COUKtT 
OF   KINCARDINE.) 

By  thi  Rev.^  Mr.   John  Glbnnib. 


Name^  Extent^   Soil^  Rivers^   istc. 

'T'HE  original  orthography  of  this  parifli  feems  to  hare 
'^  been  Marut cultura.^^^lt  Ts  of  an  oblong  form;  6 
Engliih  miles  in  length,  and  2  in  breadth  \  extending  from 
the  river  Dee  to  the  Grampian  mountains.  Thtf  foil  on  the 
river  fide  is  naturally  thin  and  fandy ;  on  the  rifing  midland  it 
becomes  deeper  and  blacker,  ^vith  a  bottom  of  clay  in  fome 
parts ;  and  more  fouth^Yard,  the  ground  turns  fwampy,  turfy, 
and  mofly.  The  extremities  of  the  pari(h  are  in  fome  places 
rocky  hills  and  tnofles ;  in  others,  green  hills  with  large  (tones, 
rufhy  muirs,  and' heath.  Indeed  the  whole  diftriA  is  rocky 
and  ftony,  except  fome  fmall  haughs  and  dales  on  the  river 
fide  (  and  thoroughly  to  improve,  inclofe,  and  render  tolera* 
bly  fertile,  a  piece  of  wafte  ground  here,  may  be  almoft  term- 
ed a  new  creation.  The  old  farms  extended  acrofs  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  parifti,  from  the  Dee  to  the  Grampians,  by  which 
fneans  every  tenant  had  a  portion  of  all  the  different  foils. 

The 
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Hie  tittt  ivhich  Hiraihes  the  north  fide  ot  the  ^ari{h  for  ^« 
boYC  6  miles^  is  famous  for  its  falmon^  which  are  caught  hf 
flat-bottomed  Ikiffs  and  nets.    There  are  5  falmon-fifhings  ia 

the  parifh. This  ftream  freqaentl]f  overflows  its  banks^ 

{Kffticttlarly  in  May  and  June,  after  a  fnowy  winter,  which 
often  damages  the  fown  hnd :  but  the  moft  hurtful  floods  u^ 
fually  happen  in  September,  when  they  carry  ofl^  great  quan« 
tities  of  cut  gtaln,  and  level  the  (landing  com  among  the  fand« 
A  remarkable  flood  occurred  on  the  17th  September,  1768^ 
by  which  many  fuSered  confiderably*— There  is  a  ferry  for 
horfes,  carriages,  &c.  oppdfite  to  xhi  manfe. 

Rent^  Natural  ProduSions,  CsC^.^IncIuding  the  farms  in 
the  pofleffion  of  the  heritors,  and  the  fiihings,  the  rent  of  the 
whole  parifli  will  amount  to  L.  1000  (terling.    There  are  28 
ploughgates  of  land  in  this  diftrid  ;  20  of  which  belong  to 
one  heritor,  and  other  two  gentlemen  have  4  each.      Black 
cattle  have  been  fed  here,  that  fold  from  L.  20  to  L.  25  each. 
Hie  produce  of  the  patifh  more  than  fupplies  the  inhabitants 
with  provifions.  The  old  rents  were  made  up  of  money,  meal^ 
bear,  iheep,  hogs,  lambs,  poultry,  butter,  eggs,  and  manual 
{ervices ;  but,  of  late  years,  thofe  called  if/a  corpora  are  all 
converted  into  money. — Red  and  white  clover  and  iye-grafs 
are  fold  by  many  of  the  farmers,  as  alf<5  turnips.    Some  of 
die  beft  arable  land  is  let  at  aos.  and  fome  of  the  word  paf- 
imt  at  5d.  per  acre.— In  the  minifter*s  glebe  is  a  quarry  of 
granite.    A  large  portion  of  the  parifli  is  covered  with  wood. 
In  KIngcaufie-wood  are  fome  deer  of  the  roe  kind,  of  a  fmall 
fize,  increaCng  in  number  every  year. — ^The  parifli  in  general 
U  ttninclofed.    The  people  are  convinced  of  the  advantages  of 
indofing,  but  have  neither  money,  nor  length  of  leafes,  fuffi-* 
dent  for  that  purpofej 
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Mantifaffuris.''-^^Sfinning  and  knitting  worfted  ftockiagS 
18  the  general  employment  of  all  females  from  7  years  old  and 
upwards.  The  combed  wool  for  that  purpofe  is  given  out  by 
hofiers  from  Aberdeen,  in  different  parts  of  the  pariflii  on  cer- 
tain days,  called  FsiCtorj  Days,  on  which  alfo  the  wrought 
ftockings  are  received.  Each  pair  cofts,  for  fpinning  and  knit- 
ting, from  IS*  to  38.  6d.  thecheapeft  are  accounted  the  moft 
profitable,  both  to  the  worker  and  the  merchant— The  com* 
mon  fuel  is  peat  and  furze,  but  the  peat«mofles  are  now  quite 
cxhaufted.  Peats  are  bought  in  Fettereiib  pari(h^  at  the  rate 
of  IS.  a  fmall  cart  load;  coals  can  be  got  cheaper  in  Aber« 
deen  *. 

Population.'^Tiit  ftate  of  the  pariih,  as  to  population^  is  as 

follows : 


Number  of  fouls 

in  1755  746 

Difcharged  foldiers               3 

^  ITOQ    ^"iCk 

Chelfea  penfioners                2 
Roman  Catholics                25 

Males 

280 

Females 

350 

Epifcopalians                          8 

Taylors 

4 

Seceders                               2 

Weavers 

10 

Annual  average  of  births     16 

Wrights 
Norfolk  plough-v 

«> 

3 
aright          I 

Sailors 

4 

ag«                                   5 

Shoemakers 

4 

Married  men                      120 

Gardeners 

4 

Batchelors  and  widowers     14 
Inhabited 

*  The  prices  of  proririons  are  the  ikme  is  it  the  Aberdeen  market.    The 
day*s  wages  of  a  common  Uboarer  are  from  8d.  to  lod ;  of  houfc  carpenters., 
rod.  to  IS ;  and  of  taylors,  6d.  and  viOuals.    Male  fervants  receive  fix>m  L.  5 
to  I4. 6 ;  female  ditto,  L.  a,  and  upwards,  per.  awk    Male  Qiearers,  from  ios. 
to  30S«  female  dittoi  from  ijs.  to  aos  for  the  harreft  feaibn. 
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Inhabited  houfes  145  Coach  I 

Plough^  35  Heritors  j 

Carts  40  to  50  MInifter's  family  (not  in«  . 

Waggon  I        eluded  above)  34 

This  pariOi  was  more  populous  70  or  80  years  ago  than  it 
is  at  prefent.  This  decline  of  population  is  owing  to  the 
failure  of  peat  and  turf  for  fuel^  and  the  removal  of  feverat 
perfons  from  hence  to  Aberdeen^  with  the  view  of  getting 
conftant  employment. 

Stipiftdf  Schools  Poor.^ The  value  of  the  living  will  be 

from  L.  70  to  L.  75  fterltng^  including  a  glebe,  10  acres  of 
which  have  been  rendered  arable  by  the  prefent  incumbent^ 

at  a  great  cxpence. The  minifter,  for  fomc  years  paft, 

has  kept  an  academy,  taught  by  two  of  his  fons  \  at  which  are 
ufually  from  20  to  26  young  gentlemen,  fome  from  the  Weft 

Indies  and  America,  and  others  from  England* The  poor 

receiving  alms  conftantly,  are  from  30  to  35,  and  feveral  are 
occafionally  relieved:  the  fum  of  coUedlionsi  annual-rents, 
and  penalties,  for  their  ufe,  is  from  L.  30  to  L*  38  per  annum^ 
of  which  about  L«  4  is  collected  for,  and  given  to  the  infir- 
mary of  Aberdeen.  In  1782  and  1783,  many  lived  very 
fparingly  and  hardly  in  this  pariih :  the  kirk-feflion  bought 
meal  and  peafe  repeatedly  at  Aberdeen,  when  they  could  be 
got,  and  diftributed  or  fold  them  out  at  reduced  rates ;  but 
the  people  have  not  yet  recovered  the  extraordinary  ftrefs  and 
cxpence  of  thefe  years*  The  heritors  are  always  doing  goodj 
and  contributing  to  the  relief  of  the  diftrelTed. 

Mifcellamtms  Obfervathns*^''--^The  people  are  generally  fo- 
ber  and  indullrious ;  and  muft  be  oeconomical,  as  they  can- 

L  2  not 
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not  aflfqrd  luxuries.  Some  are  6  feet  2  inches  in  height ;  and  a 
man  who  died  lately,  was  6  feet  7  inches  high*  A  widow 
woman  died  laft  year  aged  102,  and  a  man  lately  at  the  ad* 
yanced  age  of  104.— .Potter^s-earth  is  found  in  the  pariih* 
The  road  along  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Dee  is  in  general 
good— -The  ftatute  labour  b  both  ezaded  in  kindi  and  com- 
muted for  money««*No  turnpikes  are  needed  or  wiihed  for  iii 
the  pariihf 
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NUMBER     XU. 
PARISH   OF   DAVIOT. 

(p&ESBYTERir    OF    GARIOCH,     COUNTY    AND    SYNOB 
OF  AB£il0££lL} 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Shepherd^ 


mp 


Extent t  Sufface^  and  Soil. 

THE  parifli  of  Daviot,  ftriftly  fo  callcdi  extends  to  about 
3v  miles  in  kngth,  and  2  in  breadth.  But  feveral 
lan4s  in  the  pariihes  of  Chapel  and  Fyvie^  werej  in  the  end  of 
laft  centuryj  annexed  to  it,  quoad  facra^  by  acl  of  Aflembly  ; 
fo  that  the  whole,  under  the  minifler's  charge,  b  nearly  5 
miles  m  length  and  4  in  breadth.i— ^The  foil  of  the  parifh  is 
▼axious,  confifting  partly  of  ftrong  clay,  partly  of  rich  loam^ 
but  in  general  fertile.  Its  eipofure  is  chiefly  to  the  S.  and 
S.  £•  and  there  are  few  hills  in  the  pari(h. 

Number  of  Inbalntants.m^^~^l!ht  return  to  Dr  Webfter  in 
1755,  was  975  fouls  \  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  pro- 
per pariih  of  Daviot  is  nearly  700,  but  in  the  whole  pariih 
under  the  minifter's  charge^  900 :  of  thcfci  40  are  Epifcopa- 

!ian8» 
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Rent  a»d  Sizs  rf  Farms.  -— •-The^whole  rents  of  the  p:iriili 
are  above  L*  950  fterling.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  2250  Scotch. 
The  rent  of  the  farms  is  from  L.  10  to  L.  60  fterling ;  and 
the  fize  from  20  to  100  acres.  There  are  above  500  acres 
.  inclofed.  The  new  hulbandry  begins  to  take  place  of  the  old» 
but  a  regular  rotation  of  crops  is  not  jet  eftabliihed.  One  of 
the  heritors  buys  yearly  from  the  Weft  Highlands  a  good  ms^ 
hy  cattlci  which  turn  out  uncommonly  well  when  put  into 
his  rich  inclofures.  Owing  to  this  circumftance,  however^  it 
^  impoffible  to  give  an  eza£l  number  of  the  cattle,  as  this  flue* 
tuates  very  muchi  there  being  at  prefent  not  49  cattle  where 
there  were  about  300*  There  are  about  20  acres  of  tumipst 
and  300  acres  of  fown  grafs,  fome  of  it  very  old  and  rich. 
The  inhabitants  raife  a  good  many  potatoes  for  private  ufe. 
——The  time  of  fowing  oats  is  from  the  middle  of  March  to 
the  end  of  April  \  of  fowing  bear,  from  the  middle  to  the  end 
of  May ;  and  of  fowing  turnips,  the  firft  three  weeks  of  June ; 
flax  of  late  has  been  introduced,  and  is  fown  in  the  beginning 
of  May.-*Harveft  continues  from  the  middle  of  Auguft  to  the 
middle  of  September.— -*The  principal  manure  ufed  in  this 
diftrl£l  is  lime,  which  is  partly  Englifh  lime,  from  Aberdeen 
and  Newburgh,  and  partly  Scots,  from  Udny  and  Pitmed-^ 
den« 

ManufaBurti^  to*c.— There  Is  a  liccnfed  diliniery,  and  a 
flax,  malt,  and  barley-mill,  all  which  have  good  employment  \ 
and  the  knitting  of  ftockings  is  general  in  the  parifli— There 
are  few  good  houfes  in  the  parifh,  but  fome  good  houfes  have 
been  built  for  the  diftillcry  and  mills  before-mentioned.— 
Th/s  principal  fuel  is  peats  from  the  mofs,  and  turf  from  the 
mulr.— There  are  two  Druids  temples,  one  of  which  makes 
part  of  the  church  yard. 

Heritors^ 


o/7>aviat  -    If 

Hfritors.^^Thtrt  are  4  heritors  in  the  parifii ;  of  whom  one 
refides. 

Eeclejiaftical  5/tf/«.— -This  pari(h  was  formerly  a  parfonage 
or  prebend  in  the  diocefe  of  Aberdeen,  and  was  given  as  an 
aim's  gift  by  Malcolm  Canmore  to  the  Bifliop  of  Aberdeen. 
---The  ftipend  was  lately  augmented,  and  is  now  three  chal* 
dcrs  of  Tidiual,  and  L.  53  : 6 : 8  fterling. 

Mijcellarmus  Remarks. — ^The  people  are  in  general  fober^  in* 
dnftrious,  and  peaceable,  and  contented  with  their  fituation* 
—The  advantages  are  early  harvefts,  good  foil,  and  the  induf- 
try  of  the  people  \  the  difadvantages  are  (hort  leafes>  diftance 
from  lime,  (from  Aberdeen,  twenty  Englilh  miles),  and  want 
of  encouragement  to  improve  on  any  large  fcale. 

Ldfigevity.'^Ont  perlbn  in  this  pariih  died  at  the  age  of  1 13 ; 
her  fon  is  now  100,  and  in  good  health.  The  late  incumbent 
at  Daviot  was  about  56  years  minifter.  At  the  time  he  was 
50  years  minifter  of  this  pariih,  there  were  four  elder  mem- 
bers in  the  prefbytery  of  Garioch,  the  eldeft  of  whom  was  in 
the  6cft  year  of  his  miniftry,  and  other  two  lived  till  they 
were  60  years  minifters  of  the  Eftabliflied  church.  It  is  ftrong 
evidence  of  the  healthy  climate  of  the  Garioch,  that  out  of 
15  members  of  prelby  tery,  the  5  oldeft  upon  the  roll  lived  to 
be  all  of  them  nearly,  and  fome  of  them  above  60  years  mi- 
niftersy  and  from  80  to  90  years  old. 
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NUMBER.   Xin« 
PARISH    OF    BALQUHIDDER. 

(fRJBSBYTXRT  of    DUIfBlANE,    SVKOD   OF  FEKTH 
AND   STIRLING,    COUNTY  OF   PERTH.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan  Stewart. 


Name^  Mxienif  mid  Soil. 

BALQUHIDDER,  in  the  Celtic  langiM^,  means  a 
Village  upon  which  five  dens  open,  or  a  ViDage  in 
the  centre  of  fire  Gkns.— It  i$  an  inland  and  highland  pa- 
rifli  of  about  15  computed  nitleii  in  length,  lying  from  £.'S« 
to  N.  W.  and  the  greateft  breadth  is  about  7  miles.  The 
moft  confiderable  part  of  the  parifli  confifts  of  hills,  which  in 
general  are  very  fteep  and  high,  partly  covered  with  heathy 
but  moftly  green,  the  heather  of  hte  years  having  been  much 
deftroyed  by  the  (heep  manure.  The  foil  upon  the  declhrity 
of  the  hills  is  for  the  moft  part  deep  and  dry,  and  produces  ex* 
cellentpafture  for  black-cattle  and  (heep,  but  from  the  height 
and  fteepnefs  of  the  hills,  feems  particularly  fitted  for  the  lat- 
ter. Part  of  the  hill  ground  is  fwampy,  producing  fprots  and 
ftrong  graf8,^^fit  for  ftanding  winter  ftorms.  The  flat  part' of  the 
pariih  is  narrow ;  the  foil  of  which  is  partly  a  light  loam  made 
up  of  fand  and  clay,  carried  down  with  great  rapidity  by  the 
3  torrents 
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torrents  from  the  adjacent  hills,  and  partly  four  and  moiTyt 
which  is  yery  level,  a  great  part  of  it  being  covered  by  three 
lakes. 

Lahi^  InundatifnSi  ond  Fijb^ The  lakes  are  Lochdcfine^ 

Lochvoil,  and  one  half  of  Lochlubnaig.    In  time  of  floods^ 
the  intermediate  grounds,  both  meadow  and  araUe,  are  al* 
moil  wholly  inundated,  fo  as  tp  form  one  continued  (heet 
of  water  about   12  miles  in  length.    There  are,  perhaps^ 
xo  or  12  fuch  floods  in  a  yean    "When  any  of  them  happen 
in  the  months  of  Auguft  or  September,  which  is  often  the 
cafe,  they  occafion  very  confiderable  damage.     Thefe  lakes 
are  connected  by  the  river  Balvag,  and  are  one  of  the  fources 
of  the  Teidi,  which  pafles  through  Callendar  of  Monteith,  and 
runsintothe  Forth  near  Stirling.  Thefe  lakes  and  river  abound  in 
common-trout,  bull-crout,  and  jar,  all  of  an  excellent  quality  \ 
a  few  falmon  appear  in  the  proper  feafon,  and  great  numbers 
in  fpawning-time.    The  trout  is  in  greateft  perfe&ion  in  A* 
pril  and  May ;  the  jar  in  Auguft*    There  is  a  confiderable  fall 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  foot  of  Lochlubnaig,  where,  by 
cutting  fome  feet  of  rock,  carrying  forward  the  level,  deep- 
ning  a  few  fords,  and  ftraighting  the  courfe  of  the  river,* it  is 
likely  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ground  might  be  gained  fiom 
the  lakes,  the  overflowing  be  greatly  prevented,  or  at  any  rate 
more  fpeedily  carried  ofi.     Mr  Buchanan  of  Achlefhie,  a  coiv 
fiderable  heritor  in  this  parlfli,  and  an  enterprifing  and  fuc- 
cefsful  improver,  has  this  feafon  begun  to  cut  the  rock  near 
the  foot  of  Lochlubnaig ;  if  all  the  other  heritors  concerned 
will  heartily  co-operate,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  good  eflkdls  will 
foon  be  vifible  on  thefe  often  deluged  lands.    The  plan  pro* 
poftd  feems  rational  and  equitable,  viz.  that  the  different  pr<>» 
prietors  upon  the  fides  of  thefe  lakes  and  river,  (hould  bear  the 
expence  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  vhich  fluU  eventually  a^* 
VoiH  VL  M  crue 
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crue  to  each.    The  only  other  lake  in  the  'partfli  is  the  head 
or  vreft  end  of  the  beautiful  Locheam. 


i/i7//,  Woods,  (jTr.— The  hills  in  the  N.  E.  and  W.  end  of 
the  parifli  are  partly  rocky,  but^  upon  the  whole,  it  cannot  be 
faid  that  much  furface  is  loft  either  by  rocks  or  barrcnnefs  of 
foil.  The  higheft  hills  are  the  fouth  point  of  Benmoir,  which, 
according  to  Mr  Stobie,  is  3903  feet  abore  the  level  of  the  fea, 
and  the  weft  fide  of  Benvoirlich,  3300  feet  in  height. 

According  to  tradition,  all  the  lower  grounds,  and  the  fool 
of  the  hills  in  this  parifh,  were  formerly  covered  with  woods. 
And  in  the  mofles  there  have  been  found  large  trunks  of  oak, 
aller,  and  birch.  There  is  now  little  more  of  oak  and  birch 
than  fenrcs  the  inhabitants  for  roofing  their  houfes,  and  for 
the  utenRls  of  huftiandry.  At  the  laft  cutting,  the  oak-wood 
fold  at  L.  1400  fterling,  chiefly  for  the  fake  of  the  bark. 

There  are  fome  appearances  of  lead-ore,  on  the  property  of 
Mr  Drummond  of  Perth,  in  this  parifli ;  feveral  trials  have 
been  made,  but  no  proper  vein  difcovered.  There  is  abon- 
'dance  of  limeftone  of  eafy  accefs,  in  difitrent  parts ;  but  fuel 
for  burning  is  fcarce. 

Climate  and  Difeafts. — The  air  is  moift,  the  climate  being 
very  rainy,  owing  to  the  great  height  of  the  hills  which  break 
the  clouds,  though  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  any  fea. 
The  heavieft  rains  come  by  the  S.  and  S.  W>  winds  in  fummcr 
and  harveft ;  and  the  fevereft  ftorms  in  winter  and  fpring  are 
from  the  N.  E.  The  moft  frequent  dlfeafcs  are  fevers  and 
rlieumatifins,  probably  OM-Ing  to  the  variable  climate,  (the 
tranfitions  from  heat  and  cold  being  fudden  and  irregular),  to 
fcarcity  of  fuel,  damp  houfes,  and  the  people  wearing  the  famp 
*  kind  and  quantity  of  clothes  in  fummer  as  in  winter.  After  all, 
the  climate  cannot  be  caUcd  unhealthy.  There  arc  fcvcral  in  the 
jc  pajrift 
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patiih  joft  now  above  80  years  of  age,  and  thcttf  hare  beei^ 
different  inftances  within  the  iaft  20  years  of  perfons  dying  »• 
bore  90  yeai:3ofal. 

Numbir  of  Hmrfesy  Cattle^  Sheip,  Isfc. — ^The  number  o£. 
liorfes  is  about  170 }  of  black  cattle,  about  800  j  and  of  (heep^ 
id>ooc.  The  fliecp  are  moftly  of  the  ftrong  black  faced  fouth 
country  breed.  The  fize  and  hardtnefs  of  the  animal  feem  to 
have  been  more  attended  to  than  the  quality  of  the  fleece,  the 
wool  being  long  and  coarfe.  The  average  price  of  white  wool 
^unwaihed,  for  fome  years  paft,  is  7s.  3d*  per  ftone,  tron 
weight,  and  of  the  layed  or  tarry  wool,  5s.  3d.  per  ilone.  If 
the  quality  of  the  wool  could  be  improved  without  diminilhing 
the  fize  <^  the  animal,  or  making  it  lefs  able  to  endure  cold  in 
any  period  of  its  exiftence,  it  would  greatly  increafe  the  vali^: 
bf  lands  in  this  pari(h.  The  only  objeAion,  which  feems  well* 
Sounded,  to  an  attempt  towards  meKorating  the  wool  in  this  cli-^ 
mate,  arifes  from  this  circumftanee,  that  all  the  fine*wooled 
kinds  of  flie^p  are  bare  or  ihort  in  the  pile  when  dropt  ae  lambs. 
The  month  of  April  and  the  beginning  of  May,  which  is  tlie 
lambing  feafon,  are  in  this  climate  cold  and  often  rainy ;  whence 
it  is  betteved,  that  the  rough  or  coarfe  wooled  Iambs  alone 
could  (land  the  weather^  It  will  not  be  proper  to  have  the 
lambing  feafon  more  advanced  in  fummer,  becaufe  neither  the 
lambs  nor  their  dams  will,  in  that  cafe,  bs  fufficiently  (Irong  and 
hearty  to  bear  the  feverity  of  the  enfumg  winter.  The  car* 
cafe  of  a  wedder,  when  three  ye^rs  old,  commonly  weighs  a* 
bout  40  lb.  Dutch  weight,  and  has  from  4  lb.  to  6  lb.  of  tal* 
low,  when  fit  for  ilaugbter,  towards  the  end  of  September. 

Papuliition^  i*r.— According  to  the  returns  to  Dr  Wcbftcr, 
the  number  of  fouls  was  1592  \  ^t  prefent  it  has  decreafed  to 
idxwt  1300.    The  annual  average  of  baptifms  for  6  years. 

Ma  preceding 
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preceding  17909  was  541  of  burials,  25  ;  and  of  marriages^ 
13*  The  natural  fmallpox  was  very  mortal  in  winter  1786  and 
1787.  Five  children  in  one  family  were  cut  off  by  this  dveadr 
ful  malady  in  the  courfe  of  one  week  :  this  havoc  alarmed  the 
neighbourhood,  and  introduced  inoculation  with  fuccefs. 

There  are  14  heritors,  of  whom  6  for  the  moil  part  refide. 
The  number  of  ploughgates  of  old  extent  is  60  j  itf  of  which, 
both  hill  and  dale,  are  now  let  in  iheep- walks  to  8  tackfinen : 
thefe  were  formerly  occupied  by  50  tenants,  befides  a  number 
of  cottagers ;  the  remaning  4$  ploughgates  are  divided  among 
%  number  of  fmall  tenants,  3  and  fomctimes  4  to  each  plough. 
Upon  each  farm,  befides  the  tenants,  there  are  one  or  two 
cottagers,  confiding  of  weavers,  taylors,  dyke-builders,  and  old- 
women  *•  There  is  i  writer  in  the  pari(h  ;  and  3  (tudents  of 
philofophy  from  \%  attend  the  college  of  Glafgow* 

Vilhpt. — There  are  two  villages  in  their  infancy,  oi^e  near 
the  head  of  Lochlubnaig,  and  the  other  at  the  head  of  Loch* 
earn,  both  upon  the  military  road  leading  from  Stirling  to 
Fort  William.  The  lad  is  extending  rapidly ;  tHe  houfcs  of  it  are 
all  built  with  ftone  and  lime,  by  the  fides  of  the  road*  Each 
houfe-holder  has  a  few  acres  of  land,  partly  arable  and  partly 
in  a  ftate  of  nature,  capable  of  being  made  ^trable :  thefe  the 

dificreqt 

*  Mod  of  tBe  tcaints  keep  a  mi^cl-fervaiit  for  the  purpofe  of  fpinniof 
woolen  and  linen  yarn,  for  cloathing  the  family,  and  for  fale;  and  for  out- 
work in  the  feafon  of  peats  calHng,  and  of  hay  and  cora-harrefty  whofe  year* 
ly  wa^s  are  about  L.  3  fterfing.  There  are  few  men*fenrantt  employed,  ex- 
cepting herds,  who,  befides  their  maintenance,  are  allawed  fpr  their  wages  or 
fee  to  keep  from  40  to  60  breeding  ewes  with  their  mafter's  flock  {  the  pro- 
ftts  of  wl^ch  #re  (rom  X*-  8  to  L.  15.  fterlin^  commonly.  The  wages  of  mei^ 
labourers  per  day,  are  from  lod.  to  xjd.  without  meat,  and  fropa  6d.  to  j^. 
per  day  with  meat  -,  earpeaten  v^  lod.  safons  is.  sd.  taylors  6d.  with  their 
siatntnis&ce. 
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different  pdfieflots  are  induftrioufly  improTingt  by  drumng^ 
blowing,  and  digging  up  large  ftones  to  be  ufed  in  inclofing 
their  difierent  lots.  This  muft  foon  produce  a  different  face 
to  thefe  lands,  and,  in  the  meantime,  gives  the  traveller  the 
pleafant  idea  of  the  progrels  of  cultivation  in  this  quarter. 

Divifian  of  Lafids,  Rent,  and  Cr^.— There  is  no  part  of 
die  pariih  in  common  \  the  marches  of  each  proprietor  are 
known,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  the  marches  of  each  farm 
are  diftinAJy  marked.  Every  farm  has  what  is  called  a  head- 
dyke,  which  divides  the  hiU-pafture  where  the  horfes,  yeld- 
cattle,  and  flieep  of  the  farm,  range,  from  the  arable  and 
meadow  ground,  and  pafture  of  the  milch-cows.  Moft  of 
the  farms  are  divided  from  each  other  by  march-d]fkes ;  thefict 
with  a  head-dyke  on  one  fide,  and  the  lake  or  river  on  the  other, 
compleatly  indofe  the  farms :  fome  of  them  are  fub-divided. 
The  rent  of  the  hills  is  from  is.  to  3s*  for  the  grafs  of  every 
Iheep.  Where  there  are  feveral  fmall  tenants  upon  one  f amit 
the  fiirm  is  (what  they  €all)^^MiirJ;  which  means,  dut  the 
number  of  cattle  it  can  properly  maintain  or  pafture,  is  afcer* 
taincd,  that  none  of  the  tenants  may  exceed  his  juft  propor- 
tion, nor  over-ftock  the  farm.  The  rule  mfiuming  is,  4 
Ibeep  equal  to  i  cow,  and  8  iheep  equal  to  f  horfe.  The 
meadow  and  arable  land  lets  from  5s.  to  15s.  per  acre.  The 
rent  of  the  whole  parifh  is  L.  2600  fterling.  The  extent  of 
the  arable  and  meadow  grounds,  bears  but  a  very  fmall  pro- 
portion to  that  of  the  hills.  The  crops  are  oats,  bear,  pota^ 
toes,  and  flax.  The  returns  from  oats  are  very  inconfiderabl^ 
generally  a,  feldom  3  or  4;  of  bear,  from4  to  6;  of  flax,  about 
i  of  a  ftone,  tron-weight,  from  a  lippie  of  fecdj  allowing 
it  200  fquare  Scotch  yards  of  gxpund*  The  returns  from  po- 
utoes  are  from  15  to  30  bolls.  Moft  of  the  inhabitants  fubfift 
for  breakfaft  a^d  Supper  upon  this  ^feful  root  for  at  leaft  6 

months 
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months  in  the  year :  they  commonly  eat  it  with  milk^  and  tift 
h  for  bread  to  dinner  with  beef  and  mutton. 

There  are  4  mills  for  drei&ng  flai  i  the  average  dreft  for 
6  years  pad,  is  about  600  ftones. 

No  green  crops  are  raifed,  eicepting  upon  the  hsm  of  £- 
dinamplei  by  the  proprietor,  who  farms,  according  to  fyftem, 
an  excellent  foil,  lyiilg  upon  limeftone.  The  crops  taifed  in 
the  parifh  are  by  no  means  fufficient  for  the  coafumpt  of  the 
Inhabitants :  about  one-fifth  part  of  the  «at-meal  ofed,  is  im- 
ported. The  price  of  prorifions  is  regulated  by  the  SlirUng 
market,  with  the  addition  of  the  expcnee  of  carriage!  and  a 
TmaO  profit  to  the  retailer. 

Imports  and  Bxpoffs. The  imports  are,  oattneal,  fmatl 

early  oats  for  feed,  tar  and  butter  for  fmearing  their  iheept 
which  praQice  of  late  has  become  very  general,  being  found 
t)f  great  benefit  by  defending  the  animal  from  cold,  and  im- 
proving the  quality  of  Ae  wool.  The  exports  are,  flieep  to 
the  Glafgd^  and  Edinburgh  markets,  and  aifo  to  England. 
For  fome  yeats  pail  there  has  been  a  great  demand  for  flieep- 
hogs  and  kttibs  from  the  Weft  and  North  Highhnds,  but  it 

Is  decrcafing,  as  thefe  lands  are  now  moftly  fuppKed  fipom  ad^ 
jacent  farms  that  are  already  ftocked :  as  a  heceflary  confe- 

.  quence,  lambs  ate  falling  m  price,  which  muft  foen  zSoCt  the 
value  of  iheep  farms  iti  this  country,  almoft  all  of  them  being 

*mt  prefcnt  ftocked  with  breeding  ewes.  The  returns  fibm  a 
wedder  ftock  will  not  afFord^the  rent  at  which  many  of  thefe 

'  Farms  are  how  let.  A^ew  hlack  cattle  are  (old  for  wnUrwrs^ 
A  confiderable  quantity  t>f  wed,  both  white  and  tarry,  un* 
Waflicd,  is  annually  txpdned. 

XJhurckf  Poor^  and  Schools* — The  church  was  repaired  and 
the  manfitlsuilt  in  X774>    There  are  no  fe£hffies  of  any  dcnoi- 

mtnation 
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nination  in  this  panili*  The  value  of  the  living  is  L*  80j  all 
in  monty»  befides  the  glebe^  which  is  of  no  great  valoey  moft 
of  it  being  either  rocky  or  marihy  ground.  The  Duke  of  A- 
thol  is  patron  *• 

There  are  from  ao  to  30  for  fome  years  paft  upon  thy 
poor's  roll ;  the  only  funds  for  fupporting  thefe>  are  the  Sua* 
day  coUedionS)  and  the  intereft  of  a  fmall  fum  accumulated 
from  a  few  particular  donations,  and  die  furplus  of  the  Sun- 
day colledions.  This  fum  has  increafed  within  tbefe  1,8  yeaif 
from  L.  25  to  L.  100  fterling*  There  are  two  general  diftri* 
butions  in  the  year,  to  fuch  as  can  travel  through  the  pari(b» 
for  purchafing  flioeS)  &c.  and  frequently  to  thofi:  who  a^ 
confined  by  age  or  diftrefs* 

Befides  the  parochial  fchool^  there  are  other  two  charitf- 
fchools  in  the  parifli^  with  ffnalt  falaries  from  the  Sojciety  fia^ 
Propagatirtg  Chriftian  Knowledge  in  Scotland.  One  of  thefi^ 
is  at  Locheam-head,  the  other  about  the  middle  of  Stvathire^ 
thefe  are  upwards  of  6  miles  diftant  from  one  another;  aa(( 
each  of  them  about  5  miles  from  the  parodiial  fchooL  There 
are  from  60  to  80  fchplars  commonly  in  each  of  thefe  fcbooli^ 
during  the  months  of  December,  January,  February,  and 
l^larch.  Towards  die  end  of  Spring,  mo^  of  the  boys  go  to 
the  low  cottntry,  where  they  are  employed  in  herding  till  the 
icnfuing  winter  \  and,  befides  gaining  a  fraall  fee,  they  haye 
the  advantage  of  acquiring  the  Engliih  language. 

iiffcellantous  Obfervathm^ — The  language  of  the  common 
|ieople  is  the  Celtic  f,  but  mod,  (if  not  all  of  them),  can 

buy 

*  hft  Robert  Xirk,  oat  of  the  iBcambent's  preJeccdbrSy  gave  the  firft  ver- 
fion  of  tiK  pfakiM  in  the  Oftclk  Uag^iiage. 

t  Tbe^^esof  pUces  are  eridcntly  Celtic;  u»  EdimamfU^  whkh  ncans, 

Fficing 
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bay  and  fell  and  tranla^l  bttfineft  with  their  low-countiy 
aeighbours  in  Engliih. 

The  miliurjroad  fromStirling  toFort  William  'pafles  through 
this  parifh  xo  miles;  8  of  which  have  lately  been  put  in  excellent 
lepatr  at  the  expence  of  GoTemment ;  a  miles  are  ftill  Tcry 
bady  and  there  is  fo  much  i^  and  tbwr  hill  in  the  prefent  di* 
teftion,  that  it  cannot  be  made  a  tolerable  road  for  carriages. 
An  alteration  in  the  line  has  been  propofed^  which  has  this 
ieafonbeen  infp^ded  and  approved  of  by  Colonel  Montgome- 
ry; and  it  is  hoped  will  be  executed  next  fummer.  As  the  com* 
munication  by  Glenco  and  the  ferry  of  Balachoalifli  to  Fort 
William  is  now  opened,  when  the  alteration  near  Locheam- 
head  is  made  as  propofed,  the  whole  line  from  Edinburgh  to 
Fort  William  or  Appin,  will  be  eafy  and  comfortable.  There 
sre  fereral  lines  of  communication  through  this  parilh,  which 
are  yet  only  formed  by  the  ftatute  fervices.  As  thefe  ferrices 
are  now  converted  into  money,  there  will  be  a  fund,  which,  if 
properly  managed,  will  in  a  few  years  make  thcfe  roads  tole- 
rably good.  There  are  2  excellent  bridges,  one  of  3  arches,  the 
other  of  2,  built  about  10  years  ago  upon  the  water  of  Bal- 
ynig ;  and  5  bridges  were  built  this  year  upon  rapid  bums  in 
diflerent  parts  of  the  parifii  by  fubfcriptions  in  the  country^ 
with  a  (mall  aid  from  the  countjr  funds.— Good  roads  and  eafy 
accefs  to  markets  are  to  be  numbered  among  the  advantages  of 
this  pariih.    Want  of  manufiAuresj  and  fcarcity  of  fuel,  are 

its 

f  adng  a  Pool  or  Lake ;  G/rMX'/y  *  ^^  oofeitd  with  yomig  Wood  $  Sirstk^ 
ire^  a  Warm  Strath;  At^u^  a  Phda  pvwing  flpiott;  GItnbmku,  the  G!«a 
of  Male-Dtcr  or  Haftt;  ttfO^hr^Mt/.  a  Winding  Lake;  Str9irv0r,  a  F^nooMft* 
torv  or  Noft  of  a  Hill;  Ctrifufum^,  the  VSeld  of  Cold  Streams}  MMrhfrn^ 
tiBrgt  HoUowi  I  M9nthihMar9th^  a  Woody  HIU  fkdng  the  North;  M$in» 
€Mm§re,  a  big?  Wood/  HUi;  /mtrdtarwt/,  the  Cooflns  of  the  Water  of 
|Im4;  DrumM,  thelUdge  of  a  KOI;  Bigrcmtk^  Mtich'^kld;  Jmcrrn^ 
^t  the  Oootez  sf  the  Bhck  Water, 
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its  principal  difadvantages.  Peat  is  the  only  fuel  Ufed  here, 
and  18,  bcfides,  of  fo  dii&cult  accefs,  that  mod  of  the  inhabit 
tants  carry  fome  coal  from  Bannockburni  a  diftance  of  about 
30  miles. 

The  people  are,  in  genel^l,  lively}  intelligent,  fond  of  news, 
and  hofpitable  to  (Irangers.  Few  of  them  are  rich,  and  not 
many  of  them  poor :  upon  the  whole,  they  live  comfortably^ 
The  confcquences  of  the  civil  war  in  1745  may' with  jufticc 
be  reckoned  the  caufe  of  their  civilization.  Till  that  «ra,  ma« 
nyftrongtraces  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  with  its  peculiar  difad- 
rantages,  remained.  The  men  in  general  are  from  5  feet  5 
inches,  to  5  feet  9  inches  high,  tight,  and  well-looking :  the 
women,  from  5  feet  to  5  feet  6  inches,  not  remarkable  for  their 
looks }  they  rather  exceed  their  circumftances  in  drefs  before 
marriage* 


fbt.  Vt  N  imMBER 
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NUMBER     XIV. 

PARISH    OF    NEW    CUMNOCK. 

(county  and   presbytery  of  air,  synod  of 
glasgow  and  air.) 

By  the   Rev.   Mr.    James    Toung. 


Extent^  Soil,  and  Climate. 
^T^HE  name  of  the  parifh,  and  of  mod  places  in  it,  is  de- 
-*  rived  from  the  Celtic.  The  form  is  very  much  of  an 
oblong  fquare,  being  1 2  miles  in  length  from  E.  to  W.  and 
fomewhat  more  than  8  in  breadth ;  and  the  whole  fquare  con* 
tent  of  it  may  be  above  loo  miles,  or  50,000  acres.  At  the 
church  the  dale  country  terminates,  and  fouthwards  the  pa« 
riih  is  generally  a  pafture  country  for  (heep.  The  foil  is  gene- 
rally good  and  rough,  and  the  hills  are  covered  with  green. 
The  air  is  generally  healthful,  witnefs  the  long  lives  of  many 
who  have  died  above  90,  or  near  it,  and  fome  now  in  the  pa- 
rilh  have  reached  that  period. 

Springs,  Rivers,  and  ijif/.— — In  fuch  a  hilly  country  as 
this,  there  mud  be  feveral  mineral  fprings,  but  they  are  not 
much  ufed.  The  river  Nith  takes  its  rife  in  the  S.  W.  end, 
and  runs  through  the  middle,  of  the  parilh.  There  are  3  lakes 

on 
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on  the  north  fide >  which  run  into  the  water  of  Lugar  at  Cum- 
nock. There  are  fcreral  pikes  found  in  this  water  ;  and  a- 
bundance  of  trouts  in  the  river  Afton,  which  takes  its  origin 
in  theffouth  part  of  the  parifli,  and  runs  into  the  Nith  near 
the  church.  Thcfe  rivers  are  not  navigable.  The  Nith,  for  3 
miles,  runs  in  a  ftraight  wide  plain  with  a  fmall  declivity ; 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  fome,  was  formerly  a  marfh :  on 
both  fides  of  the  dream  in  this  plain  there  are  fertile  grounds 
and  meadowsj  but  they  are  fome  times  overflowed  in  fpeats. 

^iWr/i//.-r There  are  various  mines  of  foal  and  lirue,  which 
ferve  the  neighbourhood ;  though  little  is  confumed,  owing 
to  the  want  of  a  navigable  river ;  in  which  cafe,  a  greater  eftate 
would  arife  from  them  than  from  the  furface  of  the  land. 
There  is  now  a  lead-mine  working  in  Afton  barony>  about  3 
miles  S.  W.  from  the  church,  in  which  a  company  of  Quakers 
have  entered  into  a  contraft.  Twenty  miners  are  employed, 
and  more  are  expe£led  according  to  the  apparent  fuccefs.  A 
wodd  mine  was  lately  found  on  the  eftate  of  the  Earl  of  Dum« 
fries. 

Pii^/o/Mfi.— According  to  the  returns  to  Dr  Webfter  in 
175;,  the  number  of  fouls  was  1497  ;  though,  when  the  pre- 
fent  incumbent  was  fettled,  about  1757,  the  number  was  little 
more  than  looo.  It  may  now  amount  to  about  1200,  two 
villages  having  been  built  near  the  church,  and  on  Afton*wa- 
tcr,  where  there  was  but  one  houfe  in  1757.  There  may  be 
40  births,  near  as  many  deaths,  and  about  10  marriages,  per 
annum*  There  may  be  80  farmers  and  ftorekeepers,  and 
more  cottagers,  200  men-fervants,  near  as  many  women-fer- 
vants,  about  400  horfes,  near  1000  milch-cows  and  their  fol- 
lowers.   The  number  of  (heep  cannot  be  eafily  guefled  at. 

N  2  Four 
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Four  or  five  of  the  lower  kind  of  heritors  refide  in  the  parift* 
but  the  principal  proprietors^  who  are  General  Stewart,  Sir 
Andrew  Cathcart,  Mr  Ro(s  of  Kerfe,  Captain  Mazwelly  &c. 
tre  non*refidentf  Aboi^t  i  a  of  the  inhabitants  are  Seoe- 
ders* 

PiWf/r^.-— The  pari(h  produces  chiefly  bear  and  oatSt 
Abundance  of  potatoes  are  raifed,  and  moftly  ufedfor  the 
fupport  of  the  inhabitants.  Quantities  of  bear,  cheefc,  and 
butter,  are  exported,  and  with  them  the  farmers  make  up 
their  rents.  The  crops  are  liable  to  feveral  accidents  when 
the  harveft  is  late,  and  fufier  much  by  early  frofts,  mildews, 
and  (haking  winds,  efpeciaily  in  the  marfliy  and  fluid  groundSf 
The  harveft  in  1790  was  juft  iinifliing  at  the  date  of  the  mi- 
rufter's  report,  (9th  No?ember*) 

Ecelefiafiical  Siaie^  isTc. ^This  diftria  was  detached  from 

the  parifli  o(  Cumnock,  and  formed  into  a  feparate  charge 
about  the  middle  of  the  laft  century.—— The  prefent  in« 
cumbentwas  fettled  in  1757;  and  his  predeceflbr  had  the 

charge  no  lefs  than  54  years. The  Earl  of  Dumfries  is 

patron. The  living  is  L.  640  Scotch,  including  commu^ 

nion  elements,  one  chalder  of  meal,  and  another  of  bear. 
The  glebe  is  greater  than  the  legal  fize,  but  lies  open  and 
uninclofed,  the  high  road  pafling  through  the  middle  of  it, 
There  is  an  eftabliflied  fchool,  endowed  with  a  falary 
of  L.  100  Scotch,  confifting  fometimes  of  30,  and  fome- 
times  of  40  fcholars;  but,  as  it  cannot  accommodate  the 
pne  half  of  the  pariih,  feveral  private  fchools  are  kept 
in  diftant  parts  of  jty  About  L.  26-  fterling  arifing 

from  the  colkdions  at  the  church-doors,  and  the  intereft  of 
{i.  200  of  capital  ftock,  is  annually  diftributed  among  the 

poor^ 
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poor,  who  are  not  very  numerous,  though  the  parifli  is  of- 
ten incumbered  with  indigent  ftrangers.  Near  the 
church  flood  an  old  caftle,  now  entirely  demoliftied,  which, 
for  fome  centuriesj  was  the  property  of  the  Dunbars  of  Moch- 
mm. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER      XV. 

PARISH    OF    KIRKMICHAEL. 
(presbytery  and  county  or  air,  synod  of 

GLASGOW   AND   AIR.) 
By  thi  Rev.  Mr.  John  Ramsat. 


Name,  Surface,  Soil,  fcTr. 

THE  etymology  of  Kirkmichael,  (the  church  dedicated  to 
St  Michael),  is  obvious.  The  furface  of  the  parifli  is 
hilly,  and,  towards  the  fouth  and  eaft,  mountainous  and 
rocky ;  moftly  green,  and  of  a  clay  foil,  inclining  to  loam  ra- 
ther than  to  ftrong  clay,  upon  a  tilly  bottom.  There  are  a 
few  patches  of  light  gravellifh  foil,  in  the  form  of  conical  hills; 
and,  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  burns,  are  fome  fiat  dry 
holms.  *  The  ground  is  for  the  moft  part  arable,  but  turns 
to  the  beft  account,  where  there  is  a  judicious  mixture  of  til- 
lage and  pafture.  The  climate  is  rather  variable  and  moift,  ef- 
pecially  in  autumn,  and  early  in  the  winter.  The  people  are 
in  general  healthy,  nor  do  any  particular  difeafes  prevail.—— 
The  water  of  Girvan  runs  through  this  parifh ;  and  the  river 
Doon  bounds  it  for  feveral  miles.  The  latter  is  a  confidcrable 
ftream,  well  adapted  for  manufactures,  being  a  large  body  of 
pure,  foft,  limpid  water,  with  many  falls  for  machinery :  by 
3  a 
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a  fluice  out  of  Loch-Doon,  out  of  which  It  iflues,  the  river 
can  be  kept  under  perfect  command)  fo  as  neither  to  exceed 
nor  prove  deficient  in  refpedl  of  water.— The  length  of  the 
parifh  is  9  milesj  and  its  breadth  4. 

Minerals i  Fuel^  and  Woods. — Freeftone  is  found  in  a  few 
places,  but  no  regular  quarry  has  been  opened.  A  great 
quantity  of  moor-ftones  are  fcattered  up  and  down  the  furface : 
the  grey  granite  chiefly  prevails.  Limeftone  has  been  difco- 
vered  in  feveral  places,  chiefly  on  the  fouth,  where  there  are 
cxtenfive  and  valuable  quarries  of  that  ufeful  article.  No  coal 
has  as  yet  been  difcovered  in  the  parifh,  though  there  is  an 
appearance  of  it.  The  common  fuel  is  coal,  brought  from  4 
to  6  miles  diftance,  and  coding  3s.  per  ton  ^at  the  pit.  An 
ordinary  farmer  will  confume  12  ton  in  a  year.  On  2  or  3 
farms,  peats  are  ufed  in  part*  One  hill  is  fuppofed  to  con- 
tain lead :  fome  attempts  were  made  to  bring  it  to  light,  but 
without  fuccefs.  Shell'marle  has  been  dug  out  in  a  few  pla* 
ce8>  but  in  no  great  quantities.  There  are  immenfe  ftores  of 
hard  marie,  of  various  degrees  of  richnefs ;  but,  on  account 
of  its  being  flow  in  its  operation,  and  not  admitting. of  dif- 
tant  carriage,  it  has  been  ufed  only  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pit. 
It  would  be  a  valuable  treafure  where  lime  is  fcarce*— In  the 
pariQi  are  many  natural  woods,  chiefly  of  oak,  aih,  birch^ 
and  alder,  of  great  value  to  the  proprietors,  and  very  conveni- 
ent for  the  country*  They  are  cut  once  in  40  years,  though^ 
if  thej  were  properly  managed  when  young,  more  crops 
might  be  taken. 

Produce^  Inclofuns^  and  Manure^ — Of  late,  great  quantities 
of  good  oats  have  been  raifed  \  fome  bear,  a  few  peafe,  and 
little  or  no  wheat.  The  culture  of  potatoes  is  well  underftood^ 
and  great  crops  are  produced.    Hitherto  lint  has  appeared  on- 
ly 
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\j  in  feme  patches :  turnips  hare  been  tried,  bat  witb  no 
great  fuccefs»  the  foil  being  too  wet,  and  the  fervants  hare  an 
averfion  to  them,  as  they  are  thereby  expofed  to  much  cold 
dirty  >vork«  Many  of  the  farms  have  natural  meadows,  and 
feveral  farmers  fow  artificial  grafles,  both  for  pafture  and  hay. 
In  this  remote  part,  hay  cannot  be  fold  to  any  great  extent* 
About  30  years  ago,  the  country  was  for  the  mod  part  unin* 
clofed :  low  ill  paid  rents,  poor  farmers,  ftanred  cattle,  puny 
horfes,  no  carts,  and  fcarcely  a  tolerable  inftrument  of  huT- 
bandry,  prevailed  every  where.  Now  the  rererfe  of  all  thefe 
is  the  cafe*  The  farms,  two  or  three  excepted,  are  now  all 
inclofed,  and  fubdivided ;  the  hedges  in  many  places  are  ex- 
cellent ftrong  fences ;  the  work  of  ditching  and  hedging  is  well 
underftood,  and  generally  well  executed.  A  kind  of  (lone 
fence,  called  Snap-dykes,  peculiar  to  Carrick  and  the  north 
parts  of  Galloway,  is  admirably  fitted  for  flieep  parks  \  being 
from  4  to  6  feet  in  height,  ftrong  and  firmly  locked  together 
at  the  top.  It  cofts  from  4s.  to  7$.  per  fall  of  18^  feet.-— ^ 
Lime,  as  a  manure,  is  now  very  common,  and  is  ufually  laid 
out  on  the  fward,  at  the  rate  of  100  to  160  bolls  of  pondered 
lime,  which  cofts  6d.  per  boll  at  the  kiln,  on  each  acre,  and 
gives  a  good  return  (from  4  to  6  quarters)  after  the  firft  year« 
Oats  weigh,  at  an  average,  36  lb.  the  Winchefter  bufliel,  and 
are  the  general  and  moft  profitable  crop  in  this  part  of  the 
country  •. 


*  There  it  a  method  of  prefenrtng  com,  pecnliir  to  thtt  put  of  the  1 
tiv»  cdUed  Rickling,  thiu  performed  \  After  the  com  hat  fiood  lome  days 
in  unoorered  half  ftooka,  finom  40  to  60  flieaves  are  gathered  together,  and 
put  up  into  a  fmall  ftack,  (the  (heaves  being  fet  np  as  ere  A  at  they  will  Hick 
together,)  and  covered  with  a  large  (heaf,  as  a  hood,  tied  down  with  two  finall 
ibaw  ropes.  It  keeps  corn  and  fodder  to  admiration.  Scarcely  any  fpoilt 
graUiiahcwdofiathbcoaatrys  though  tho  climate  is  lb  wet,  that  without 

thi4 
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Morfitp  Cattlif  and  Sbap.^Vor  many  years  paft,  few  hor« 
fes  hare  been  bred  in  thia  neighbourhood*  the  wafte  being 
chiefly  fuj^lied  from  Ireland,  though  of  late,  owing  to  their 
iacreaied  price,  focne  of  the  farmers  have  begun  to  rear  them, 
and  are  well  paid  for  their  trouble,  as  home-bred  horfes  are 
more  profitable,  and  more  to  be  depended  upon,  than  foreign- 
ers.   Breeding  cattle  makes  part  of  the  bufinefs  of  almoft  ere* 
ry  farmer :  they  are  chiefly  of  the  Galloway  kind,  (hort-legged, 
long  and  deep  in  the  body,  broad  above,  without  horns,  har- 
dy, handlbme,  eafily  fed,  and  tell  well  at  the  end  of  the  ba- 
lance.   They  are  high  priced  to  their  fize,  but  fwell  incredi'* 
bly  when  promoted  to  better  paftures.    The  common  breed  of 
oows  are  not  remarkable  for  the  quantity  of  milk  they  give, 
nor  is  the  dairy,   as  an  article  of  export,    much  attend- 
ed to  ia  this  part  of  the  country,  though  good  butter  for 
private  ufe  is  made  here.    The  manufaiflure  of  cheefe  is  not 
underftood.     At  and  above  4  years  old,  the  bullocks  and  cut 
queys  are  driven  to  the  Englifli  market,  and  fetch  great  prices. 
Confiderable  numbers  of  Highland  and  Scotch  cows  are  fatted 
Vol.  VI.  O  for 

this  pncantion,  it  would  be  difficult  to  preferre  it  at  all  in  bad  fcaibns.  It  does 
beft  with  (bolt  grafl/  com,  keeps  the  grain  found,  and  the  fodder  fweet,  and 
piCTcnts  heating  in  the  (lack. 

Here  y  a  method  of  preferring  beans,  pra£tifed  here  for  feveral  years,  al- 
wkf%  widi  fiKceft*  When  cat,  they  aic  bid  tn  regdar  handfuils,  all  one  way, 
miuffiiirered  to  lie  8  orio  days  npon  the  graond ;  then  two  perlbos  going  to> 
gjcther,  each  lifts  a.  handlnly  and  i^s  it  down  on  the  root  end»  tiie  one  op- 
pofitc  to  the  other,  fo  as  to  be  feparated  at  bottom,  and  to  fupport  each  other 
nt  top.  The  fame  operation  is  repeated  on  the  open  fides,  tili  it  becomes  a 
roojid  hulk,  and  more  is  added  ali  round,  till  it  ftands  firm,  always  taiung 
Otte  So  keep  tlie  heap  open  below,  to  gire  it  ftabihty,  and  to  allow  the  air  to 
pa6.  It  is  tsaiiJcffffiii  how  the  hnlks  will  refift  very  fe^ere  blafls  s  and  the  pre« 
leat  inmmhfnr,  ia  the  year  1787,  had  two  acres  of  beans,  which  flood  44 
days  in  the  rain,  without  damage.  When  ready  for  ftacktng,  they  are  bound 
with  tkiUBh  ropes,  aad.puton  the  carts. 
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for  home  confumption.  All  the  black  cattlC)  the  inilch*cows 
excepted,  lie  in  the  fields  the  whole  year  round,  and  are  fed 
in  winter  with  hay  and  ftraw.  Few  iheep  are  raifcd  in  this 
parifh  :  formerly  every  farmer  had  a  flock  which  grazed  pro- 
znifcuoufly  with  his  black  cattle  and  horfes.  As  there  were 
no  inclofureSy  and  the  ground  overftocked,  all  were  in  pover- 
ty, and  in  hard  feafons  numbers  periflied  for  want:  now, 
there  is  plenty  of  food  both  for  man  and  bead.  Many  of  the 
farmers  keep  a  few  fheep  for  their  own  ufe,  but  nothing  like 
a  flock  is  to  be  feen  except  on  two  or  three  farms.  Swine 
have  been  tried|  but  generally  given  up« 

RenL'^ht  parifli,  at  a  grofs  computation,  is  fuppofed  to 
contain  about  10,000  acres ;  1400  of  which  are  under  tillage^ 
the  remainder  in  woods,  hay,  and  pafture.  Land  lets  from 
3s.  to  los.  per  acre,  on  19  years  leafcs.  The  rents  are  gene* 
rally  well  paid.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  3904  Scotch.  The  fta« 
tute  labour  is  commuted  at  the  rate  of  25s.  for  each  L.  xoo  of 
valued  rent* 

ManufaBures^  Exports,  and  Mills. — ^Though  there  is  not  « 
town,  and  fcarccly  any  thing  that  defervcs  the  name  of  a  vil- 
lage, yet  the  parifh  is  not  altogether  without  manufa&ures ; 
feveral  thoufand  ells  of  plaiding  are  fpun  and  wove  in  it.  In 
this  article  the  old 'women,  the  wives  of  labourers,  and  the 
women-fervants  of  farmers,  are  occafionally  employed.  The 
raw  undrefled  plaiding  brings  from  yd.  to  1 2d.  per  ell,  and 
is  fold  to  merchants  from  Glafgow,  at  Ayr  and  Maybole  fairs. 
For  feme  months  pad,  the  woolen  manufa£hire  has  been 
greatly  leflened,  by  the  weavers  being  employed  in  weaving 
mufllns  fent  from  Glafgow,  the  muflin  being  both  a  lighter 
^nd  more  lucrative  work.  ■  The  chief  exports  are  oats,  oat- 
jpeal;  black- cattle,  woolen  clotli,  and  from  one  diftrift,  fome 
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litttter  and  cheefe.  A  good  many  cattle  are  imported  from  the 
tnuir  countries  and  the  Highlands,  kept  a  year,  and  fent  to 
the  Englifli  markets,  or  fold  to  Scotch  butchers  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  manufafluring  towns.  Of  late,  the  quanti- 
ty of  oats  raifed,  and  of  oatmeal  exported,  has  been  confide* 
Table ;  though  formerly  the  inhabitants  were  often  fupported> 
during  fummer,  by  importations  from  iteland  and  the  north 
of  Scotland.  In  nothing  has  this  part  of  the  country  received 
greater  improvement  than  in  kilns  and  mills*  Formerly  the 
latter  were  mifcrable  machines,  at  which  much  time  was  con- 
fumed,  and  the  grain  horribly  abufed.  Now,  there  are  tyle 
kilns  at  all  the  mills,  and  at  many  of  the  farm  houfes.  The 
mills  have  excellent  machinery,  condu£ted  by  fkilful  tradef- 
men,  and  grain  is  manufa£tured  cheaply  and  profitably.  As 
good  barley  can  be  made  in  this  parifh,  as  any  where  in  the 
kingdom.  There  is  alfo  an  excellent  lint-mill,  which,  it  is  hop- 
cd^  will  encourage  the  growth  of  flax. 

Roddj.^^This  parifli  is  excellently  accommodated  with  fine 
gravel  roadsy  owing  to  the  public  fpirit  of  the  heritors,  and 
their  wifely  forefeeing  that  it  would  eventually  promote  their 
own  intereft.  About  20  miles  of  road  have  been  made  and 
fupported  for  many  years.  In  1 769,  the  heritors  agreed  to 
borrow  a  fum  to  enable  them  to  make  the  roads  at  once,  and  to 
take  the  converfion-money,  before  mentioned,  for  their  re- 
payment, which  was  accordingly  done*  The  benefit  to  the 
public  has  been  great,  and  the  heritors  have  been  repaid  in  part^ 
but  not  in  full :  if  they  fliould  not  receive  full  payment  in  fpe- 
cie,  they  will  Certainly  be  reimburfcd  by  the  increafe  of  their 
rentals.    There  is  not  a  turnpike  in  the  parifh  *. 

O  2  Population. 

*  Among  the  im^roTt m«nt«  to  be  taken  notice  of  in  this  pariib,  the  vUi- 
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PcpukUm.^lt  appears  probable^  from  federal  circttmftaa* 
ces>  that  this  parifli  was  more  populous  half  a  century  ag9 
than  it  is  at  prefent.  At  that  time,  the  farms  were  finall,  and 
abounded  with  inhabitants*  When  inclofing  became  genera^ 
about  30  fears  ago,  the  farms  were  enlarged  and  made  more 
commodious*  At  firft,  many  of  them  were  laid  out  in  pa£> 
turc,  and  committed  to  the  managen^ent  of  one  perfen.  As 
there  was  lefs  country  work,  and  few  or  no  manufaflurest 
many  of  the  old  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  remore*  So  far 
as  the  parilh  regifters  are  preferved,  it  appears,  that  there  were 
more  marriages  and  baptifms,  preyious  to,  and  about  that  pe* 
tiod,  than  there  have  been  ever  fince  }  though  the  returns  to 
Dr  Webfter  from  this  diftrid  was  only  7 10  fouls,  whereas  the 
total  number  at  prefent,  is. 

Inhabitants  956  Yearly  average  of  burial     13 

Married                            294  Heritors  refidcnt  1 

Under  10                        233  ..^— .    non*refident  5 

Between  10  and  70          219  Weavers,  apprentices  and 

Above  20,  unmarried       158        journeymen  ae 

Widowers                           18  Carpenters,  do.  14 

Widows                              34  Blackfmiths,  do.  6 

Yearly  average  of  baptifms  Shoemakers,  do»  3 

for   7  years,  preceding  Taylors,  do»  4 

1 791,  from  the  regifters  2;  Mafons  3 


of  marriages    9 
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Ue  •Iteration  in  indnftrf*  deanlmefs,  aad  comfort*  that  lias  been  latiodncej 
among  tht  common  people,  is  none  of  the  leaft.  In  many  of  the  fatners 
houfcs,  a  man  of  good  rank  can  be  entataincd  and  lodged  very  comfortabif. 
Clean  houfcs,  dry  warm  beds,  and  plain  wholefome  well-drefled  food  ate  com* 
mon  here ;  and,  to  increafe  the  retiih  of  the  whole,  theie  is  gtneraUy  a  heaiw 
ty  welcome,  and  m  many  indhriduaJi  alio  a  fund  of  rational,  nicf nl  conTcxv 

ration* 
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Mccl^u^kal  Siatt^  Scioo/^  and  Ptf^r*—*  AQ  the  inbabltainU 
ste  of  the  EftablKhed  Churchi  An  eztfellcnt  waA  commodi- 
oos  charch  was  built  in  1787.  The  ftipend^  incluctifig  an  al- 
lowance for  communion  elements»  amounts  to  48  bolls  of 
mealy  and  L*65  :  i5fterlingV  in  moiieyi  with  a  glebe  of  14 
acfcsi  worth  L.  \tper  anmim.^'^^Tht  king  ii  psitron. 
There  is  an  eftaUiflied  fchodmafter,  whofe  falary  is  a  pitiful 
loo  merkS)  paid  by  many  difierent  hands.  It  is  to  be  regret- 
ted, that  an  office  fo  laborious  and  ufefnl  fliould  be  fo  meanly 
provided  for.  The  fchoofanafters  certainly  deferre  compa£^ 
fion  of  the  legiflatutei  and  it  would  be  difgraceful  to  oppofe  a 
teafonable  augmentation  of  their  falaries.-— ^The  poori  on 
the  parHh  icilf  are  from  i5  to  20,  very  fcantily  pix>Tided  for 
on  the  wbde,  as  the  funds  for  their  fupport,  arifing  irom  the 
intereft  of  fome  mortified  moneyi  the  colle£Hons  at  the  church- 
door,  and  the  fines  of  delinquenu,  amount  only  to  between 
L.  20  and  L.^^30  fer  annum  *• 

MtfeiUamous 


Theie  ire  ibiid  proofs  of  the  increafing  improvcBieiits  of  the  oonntiy, 
thongPi  at  the  fiune  time  it  nraft  be  owned,  that  what  has  been  £Ud  above  is 
not  applicable  to  ereiy  indiTidnaL 

*  The  dailf  wages  of  carpenters  are  xs.  of  taylors,  7d.  and  of  naions,  lu 
TiAoab  included  in  each  cafe;  of  daylabonrers*  from  8d.  to  is.  in  winter, 
and  from  lod.  to  fs^  in  fummer.  Men-fenrants  employed  in  hnibandry  get 
JU  7,  and  womea-ferrants  L.  3  a  year,  with  bed,  board,  and  waflung.  Wages 
«f  ertry  kind  ha?e  rifea  one  third  at  leaft  within  theft  15  years.  The  fajrm- 
crs  employ  two  kinds  of  men-fervantt,  the  one  fnch  as  are  called  Cote-men, 
who  an  married,  and  live  on  the  farm,  who  receive  what  is  called  a  benefit, 
V13*  a  hooie  and  yard,  a  cow  kept  in  graft  and  fodder,  6  and  one-half  boUs  of 
acaly  liberty  to  plant  a  certain  quantity  of  potatoes,  from  2*  4  to  JL,  6  in  mo- 
sey, and  a  ftipalated  meafiire  of  fuel  led  home ;  worth  in  ail  £rom  L.  13  to 
X«.  1$  fterliag.  The  other  kind  of  men-fenrants  are  onmarried  lads,  living  in 
the  ftnners  hoofts.  The  vnftr  fiurmers  chnft  a  mixtore  of  theft  ;•  as  the 
OBCe-mca  are  ileady,  and  the  lads  aOive.    If  the  wages  are  higher  than  ibr* 

anedyf 


1X0  Stati/iical  Account 

Mlfcellanious  Obftrvatiom. — The  people  are  in  general  fobef 
and  induftriousy  and  few  have  no  vifible  means  of  fubfilb- 
ence.  Many  of  the  farmers  are  refpodable  intelligent  men> 
who  know  they  have  a  chandler  as  fuch  in  the  country,  and 
are  at  pains  to  fupport  it.  They  are  generaUy  felicitous  to 
give  their  children  a  good  education ;  and  there  is  a  happy 
profpe£t  in  tins  corner,  that  many  of  the  young  people  will 
turn  out  fenfible  ufeful  members  of  the  community.  As  to 
their  religious  charadter,  there  is  certainly  lefs  apparent  feri- 
oufnefs,  and  lefs  refpe£l  to  the  external  ordinances  of  religion, 
than  were  to  be  feen  in  former  times.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
that  a  proper  refped  to  religion  (hould  ever  be  diminiihcd : 
it  gives  ground  to  fufpedl  that  there  is  not  a  real  regard  to  it. 
If  this  increafes,  and  becomes  general,  the  confequences  will 
be  dreadful.  Morals,  among  the  bulk  of  mankind,  will  (land 
upon  a  precarious  foundation,  as  they  will  be  without  the  re^ 
ftraints  neceflary  to  keep  them  from  going  aflray. 

There  are  only  3  public  houfes  in  the  parifh :  indeed  one 
might  ferve  all  the  purpofes  of  refrefhment.  Whifky,  fo  pre- 
valent 

'  mcrly,  much  more  work  is  done  by  the  fkme  hands.  Threlhbg  in  the  mornw 
ing  is  univerfally  introduced,  and  winnowing  at  night,  that  the  U^t  of  the 
day  may  be  employed  out  of  doors.  Such  formers  as  haye  large  quantities  of 
grain,  get  it  thrcfhed  at  xod.  the  boU,  or  Englifli  quarter. 

Butcher  meat  of  every  kind,  butter,  cheefe,  wool,  and  hay,  are  ibid  by  the 
tron  ftone  of  24  lb.  avoirdupoife.  The  meal  ftone  weighs  17  i-half  lb.  avoir- 
dupois. The  old  meafures  for  the  county  have  generally  gone  into  diiiiic,  and 
the  Winchefter  bufhel  is  now  univerCJly  ufed ;  8  bufliels  make  a  boU  of  oats 
and  barley,  and  4  bufliels  a  boll  of  wheat,  peafe,  and  beans ;  the  potatoc 
peck  contains  8  Englifli  gallons.  '^^Hth  refpe^  to  oats  and  barley,  the  prcfent 
meafure  is  confiderably  better,  and,  as  to  wheat,  peafe,   and  beans,  it  is 

much  worfe,  than  formerly. Beef,  mutton,  veal,  and  pork,  fell  for  6s  the 

Aone,  fowls  for  lod.  and  chickens  3d.  each,  buUer  8d.  and  common  cheefe 
3d.  halfpenny  per  lb.  tron;  good  bear,  20s.  good  oats,  x8s.  peafe  and  beansy 
X4S  the  boll. 
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Talent  In  many  places,  is  not  efteemed  a  genteel  drink  in  this 
comer.  The  general  beverage,  of  late,  among  the  better  fort 
of  farmers,  is  good  pcnrter,  which  they  find  to  afford  nourifli- 
ment  as  well  as  chearfulnefs,  when  moderately  ufed. 

The  language  is  a  mixture  of  Scotch  and  Engliih,  without 
any  particular  accent.  In  this  di(lri£l,  as  in  every  other,  there 
are  certain  provincial  words  and  phrafes  peculiar  to  itfclf.  It 
is  probable  that  the  Celtic  was  once  the  common  language,  as 
many  names  of  places  in  this  parifh  feem  to  be  of  that  etymo« 
logy. 

It  muft  ftrike  every  one,  that  the  advantages  of  this  pari(h 
are  very  confiderable.  There  are  good  roads,  great  abundance 
of  wood,  limedone  in  different  places,'  immenfe  funds  of 
hard  marlej  and  coal  at  no  great  diftance.  The  difadvantages 
it  labours  under  are,  the  uncertainty  of  the  climate,  the  une- 
qual and  fteep  Gtuation  of  the  furface  in  many  places,  and  the 
fpringinefs  of  the  foil,  the  water  often  burfting  out  towards  the 
bafe  of  the  hills.  This  laft  inconveniency  may,  in  a  great 
ineafurCy  be  remedied  by  draining. 
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N  U  M  B  K  E     ZVL 
PARISH    OF    STAIR. 

(P&^BTTVUT,    JYJIO©,   A»n    COWTT    OF   AIKi) 
By  thi  Rpu.  John  StbeLj  of  Gadgurth^ 

■I  PIP, 

Dah  rf  MrtBion. 

STAIR  was  firft  ereAed  iBte  »  pariii  in  1653,  ^'^  ^  >C* 
commodation  of  the  noble  family  of  Datrfoipte  of  Staif^ 
whofe  refidence  was  a  great  diftance  from  Oekiltret»  tbeir  jmi- 
riih  church.  With  a  view  to  this  accommodation^  that  &mily 
agreed  to  pay  three  chalders  of  TiAualj  one  half  of  the  ftipend 
then  allotted  to  the  minifter.  The  other  half  was  to  be  paid 
by  the  pariih  of  Barnwell,  then  fupprefled  and  united  to  the 
adjoining  pariflies  of  Craigie  and  Torbolton.  On  account 
of  fome  differences  between  the  parties  concerned  in  the 
tranfadion,  and  a  wrong  locality  of  the  ftipend,  the  errors 
of  the  firft  eredion  were  re£lified  by  a  new  procefs  in  1709, 
when  feveral  lands  were  disjoined  from,  and  others  united 
to,  the  parifti.  This  new  ere£lion,  though  it  produced  a 
different  locality,  made  no  alteration  in  the  fum  of  the  fti- 
pend; which,  however  fmall  or  inadequate  to  the  fup- 
port  of  a  family,  remains  ftill  unaugmentcd,  though  in  fome 
years  it  has  produced  no  more  to  the  incumbent  than  L.  35. 

3  Extent^ 
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JSW^MT,  Soil,  Sufface,  (5*^.— This  diftrift  lies  between  the 
riTers  Air  and  Kill ;  and  is  about  6  miles  in  length  by  2  in 
breadth»  though  at  one  place  it  is  completely  interfe£led  by  the 
pariih  of  Ochiltree.  The  foil,  that  of  fome  fmall  vallies  along 
the  fides  of  thefe  rivers  excepted,  is  a  ftiffday.  The  general 
appearance  of  the  parifli,  as  well  as  the  produdivencfs  of  the 
foil,  has  been  greatly  improved  fince  the  year  1735,  when  the 
prefent  incumbent  was  fettled.  At  that  period,  there  was  no 
fence  of  any  kind,  excepting  one  fmall  inclofure  of  fir  near 
Barikimming,  and  fome  coppices  of  natural  wood.  In  funt* 
mer,  the  cattle  were  herded  between  the  diflerent  com  fields  ; 
and  in  winter,  they  ranged  at  large  over  the  whole  country : 
at  prefent,  every  farm  is  inclofed  and  fubdivided  j  and  fo  com- 
pletely have  the  notions  of  the  commonality  changed  in  this  re- 
fpe A,  that  fcarcely  any  perfon  will  agree  to  take  a  farm,  or  pay 
an  adequate  rent,  unlefs  the  lands  are  properly  inclofed:  although 
formerly  their  prejudices  againft  inclofures  were  fo  violent,  that 
dykes  and  gateways  were  frequently  broken  down  as  fodn  as 
ereAed.  This,  the.prefent  incumbent  had  frequently  the  un« 
happinefs  to  experience  when  he  firft  began  to  indofe  hi)  pro* 
perty  in  this  parifli,  and  in  that  of  Coylton. 

Heritors  and  Produce. — The  heritors  are  6  in  number*  To 
the  aAivity,  exertions,  and  public  fpirit  of  the  four  principal 
ones,  (Sir  William  Miller  of  Barflumming,  General  Stuart  of 
Stair,  Mungo  Smith  of  Drongan,  and  the  incumbent),  if 
chiefly  to  be  afcribed  the  rapid  improvement  of  agriculture  in 
this  place,  and  the  great  increafe  of  the  value  of  their  own 
cftates,  which  are  now  fucceflively  planted  with  thriving  tim- 
ber, inclofed  and  improved  in  a  very  elegant  and  judicious 
manner.  The  grain  raifed  in  this  pariih  is,  oats,  bear,  peafe, 
beans,  and  wheat }  turnips  and  potatoes  are  alfo  cultivated. 
This  and  the  neighbouring  diftrid^s  are  remarkable  for  produ<« 
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sing  good  chficfe  and  butter.  The  pn&ice  df  laykf  6Qwn 
the  land  with  artificial  grafles,  introduced  by  the  incttmbeBCin 
2737,  ha$  contributed  greatly  to  increafe  the  quaotity^  aft  well 
as  to  improve  the  quality,  of  thefe  articles  of  produce.  To  the 
lame  caufe  is  evidently  to  be  afcribed  the  improvcBient  ivhicfa 
has  taken  place  ia  this  diftri&y  with  regard  to  the  breed  ef 
iiorfes  and  blacL-cattle«  Both  are  incomparably  better  fedj 
during  winter  as  well  as  fummer,  fince  the  introdudion  of 
thefe  grafles.  Inftead  of  the  naked  paftures  upon  whidi  die 
lu>rfes  were  formerly  driven,  the  greater  part,eyen  of  Ae  fmalleft 
farmers,  have  at  prefent  a  fmall  inclofure  fewn  with  red  clover, 
which  is  cut  twice  or  thrice  in  the  feafon,  and  given  the  cat* 
tie  in  the  intervals  of  work.  The  fame  expedient  has  aUb 
grtztlj  increafed  the  food  of  the  milch-cows ;  winter  feeding, 
however,  is  ftill  defe£live  in  this  neighbourhood,  the  foil  be- 
ing too  wet  for  turnips.  The  incumbent  has  been  generally 
iucceftful  in  recommending  to  the  tenants  to  plant  rows  cf 
trees  around  their  grafs  inclofures,  as  a  flielter  and  omament 
|o  the  fields. 

Mimrals.^Tht  parifh  of  Stair  is  exceedingly  well  fvpplietf 
with  fuel.  On  the  lands  of  Drongan  is  an  extenCve  coalliery, 
which  has  been  wrought  above  a  century,  to  the  great  benefit 
of  Air  and  the  neighbourhood  •  On  the  property  of  the  m* 
icumbent  are  alfo  two  coaliieries  with  fire  engines,  which  pro* 
inife  a  long  and  cheap  fupply  to  the  country  of  that  neceflary 
article  of  lifci  In  the  lands  of  Dalmore,  upon  the  banks  o( 
.the  river  Air,  is  a  fpecies  of  whetftonr,  well  known  in  tho 
country  by  the  name  of  the  Water  of  Air  Stone :  it  has  been 
exported  to  different  parts  of  Europe  and  America,  and  has 
been  found  preferable  to  every  other  (lone  for  iharpening  edge 
toob.  Near  the  fame  place  13  alfo  a  quarry  of  black  lead,  fpe* 
cimens  of  which  have  been  fent  to  Whitehaven,  and  have  been , 
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iamA  \»  inArcr  all  tlie  porpofes  of  that  ofeful  ninevs^  Oa 
tke  lands  of  Dalmore  haw  been  found  fome  ftrata  of  copper 
and  anrimony;  which,  firoBi  experiments  already  made,  proN 
niilie  to  be  produ&ive  of  thefe  metals,  and  at  fome  future  p^ 
riod  may  probably  be  wroa^  to  advantage.  No  limeftone  has 
yet  been  found  in  this  pariih,  though,  feom  its  abundance  in 
fome  part  of  the  country  not  far  diftant,  there  is  a  probability 
that  the  agriculture  of  the  diftri£i  maybe  (till  farther  encouraged 
by  the  difcovery  of  that  article, 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations, — In  1755,  the  number  of  fouls 
in  this  parifh  was  369,  now  it  is  increafed  to  518. — ^The  church 
was  lately  repaired,  and  is  in  good  order.  There  is  no  manfe 
at  Stair,  the  prefent  incumbent  refiding  at  Gadgirth  caftle,  the 
feat  of  the  family  of  Chalmers,  to  which  he  fucceeded  in  1 74  8. 
When  he  was  iirft  fettled,  the  tenants  and  labourers  were  poor, 
ill  clothed,  and  worfe  fed ;  the  farm  houfes  were  fmall,  ill 
furnifhed,  and  mean  in  their  appearance.  Notwithftanding 
the  advanced  rents  which  they  now  pay,  (he  tenants  are  in 
much  better  circumftances,  and  their  tafte  for  cleanlinefs,  drefs, 
and  eyery  decent  accommodation,  has  increafed  in  proportion 
to  their  wealth.  The  inhabitants  in  their  morals  are  fober, 
honeft,  and  induftrious  ^  and,  amidft  all  the  animofitics  and 
diviCons  which  have  arifen  in  this  country,  they  have  remained 
ftcadily  attached  to  the  Eftabliihed  Church*  There  are  two 
turnpike  roads  in  the  pari(h ;  and  three  bridges  over  the  water 
of  Air;  one  of  which  was  built  in  1745  at  a  very  confiderable 
expence :  another  of  them,  ere£led  at  the  private  coft  of 
the  late  Sir  Thomas  Miller,  Lord  PreGdent  of  the  Seflionj 
near  his  houfe  of  Barikimming,  confifts  of  one  arch,  fpring-* 
ing  on  each  fide  from  a  perpendicular  rock  above  40  feet  high* 
This,  with  his  extenfive  plantations,  and  other  improvements 
along  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  aided  by  the  romantic  beauty  of 
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theplace,  fennti  Itndfcaperarelytobe  met  with  in  an  inhnd  fitn- 
ation. — It  U  only  fince  the  fettlement  of  the  incumbent  that  the 
ufe  of  waggona  and  carts  has  been  introduced  into  thisparifli  $ 
formerly  all  the  grain,  manure^  coalsj  and  other  artidcsi  nfed 
to  be  tranfponed  from  one  pbce  to  another  in  (acks  or  ia 
crcelS)  on  hoxfes  backs. 


NUMBER 


0/ Xiccartaun.  X17 

NUMBER     XVn. 
PARISH    OF   RICCARTOUN. 

(county  and  presbytery  of  air,  synod  of 
glasgow  and  air.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  Moodt« 


Nafm. 

RICCARTOUN  is  evidently  a  comiptiofi  of  RicKardtoim. 
It  is  generally  fappofed  to  have  been  fo  called  from  a 
Sir  Ricliard  Wallace  who  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  village^ 
and  who  is  fatd  to  have  been  uncle  to  the  celebrated  patriot^ 
Sir  William  Wallace.  Of  his  houfe  no  veftige  now  remains : 
the  place,  however*  where  it  ftood,  is  well  known. 

EtfUntf  Sailf  and  iSitifr/.— The  pari(h  is  6  miles  long,  and 
on  an  average  2  miles  broad.  The  village  of  Riccartoun  is 
within  an  Engliih  mile  of  the  market  place  of  Kilmarnock  ; 
and  divided  from  the  fuburbs  of  the  town  by  Irvine  water. 
The  foil  of  the  pari(h  is,  in  general,  a  deep  clay.  The  lands 
are  all  arable  and  well  inclofed,  excepting  a  mofs  which 
nuy  contain  about  250  acres. 

Irvine  water,  which  runs  through  the  parifh,  has  its  fource 
in  the  pariihofLowdon.  Thetc  is  alfo  another  fmallriver,called 

the 


the  water  of  Ceflhock,  which  runs  through  part  of  the  parifli, 
andt  in  one  place»  forms  the  boundary  betwixt  it  and  Galfton. 
Irvine- water  produces  cxceUeot  trouis*  Sometimes  Cdmon  are 
catched  in  it. 

There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  climate  of  this  parifli.  It 
is  fubjed)  along  with  the  odier  pariffaes  on  the  weft  coaft  of 
Scotland,  to  frequent  falls  of  rain.  The  weather  ts  thus»  at 
times>  vwej  ymakkt  \  the  inhabitantit  nerenhcleft,  enjo]f  a 
good  ftate  of  health :  nor  are  there  any  difeafcs  peculiar  to  the 
parifli.  Although  there  be  not  many  inftances  of  people  ar-» 
riving  at  a  very  great  age,  yet  not  a  few  reach  their  doth  and 
70th  yean 

Pefulation. — ^When  the  returns  were  made  to  Dr.  Webfter^ 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  parifli  amounted  to  745  :  they 
are  now  increafed  to  looo.  The  increafe  has  taken  place  in 
the  village«<-*There  has  been  no  regifter  of  burials  kept  in  the 
parifli  for  many  years  paft :  the  annual  average  of  birdis  for  5 
years  preceding  1 792^  was  38  i  and  of  marriages,  i  x  ^« 

^mT.— The  valued  rent  is  L,  4000  Scotch.  The  real  rent 
will  amount  to  upwards  of  L.  4000  fterling  pfr  mnnum.  Farma 
let  from  15  s,  to  30s.  per  acre,  and  contain  from  60  to  150  a* 
cres  each. — ^There  are  8  large  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  pa- 
vUh»  with  a  few  fmallcr  ones.  Of  the  greater  poprietors,  3 
either  conftantly  or  ogcaGonally,  refide  iu  the  pat ifli« 

EccUftaftical 

*"  Men  ftrranU  wtget  are  ftwa  L.  6  to  L.  9,  per  aamuii.  Women  ierruts 
Vftget  fnim  Im  3  to  Im  4«  Day  bbonrert  recehre  r4(L  in  rammer,  uid  xs.  ia 
winter,  without  their  meat,  Taylors  now  receive  yd.  a  day,  witk  tfceir  tIAq* 
all,  which  is  more  dun  donbU  what  they  |pt  «bQut  SO  yeiri  ap.    Qufo^ 

tec&  «q4  ma&i^  hi^TC  ttfnslly  sod*  a  dayn 


^cit^q/Heat  8Mtf  Poo^,  and  SdM^^Tbat  are  very  tern 

Sccederst  and  noRoiiKmCatfaoUcsin  the  pariflu    Before  the 

year  16489  there  was  only  one  miniftet  for  the  pariflies  of  Ric^ 

murtoiui  and  Craigie.    A  disijaiidicm  of  the  pariflies  was  dien 

«tiade9  and  a  xninifter  fettled  hi  each.    The  church  of  Riccav^ 

axMua  was  sdmoft  whodly  rebuilt  in  the  year  1 7721  and  is  in  to* 

leraUy  go^d  rqrair.    The  manfe  was  lately,  rebuilt.    The  pa^ 

tioa  of  the  parilh  is  Sir  William  Cuningham  of  CapringtoO) 

Bart.    The  iltpend  ts  5  chalders  of  viAual^  meal  and  beai^ 

Ij.  340  Sooteh  in  money,  with  a  glebe  containing  8  acres  of  a* 

laUe  land. 

The  poor  in  this  parifli  are,  at  prefent,  but  flenderly  fup- 
ported.  Almoft  the  only  fund  for  maintaining  them  arifea 
£com  the  vduntary  contributions  of  the  people  at  church*  A 
confiderable  fum  of  money  which  belonged  to  them  was,  fomt 
years  ago,  loft  by  the  failure  of  a  mercantile  company.  The 
number  of  poor  is  fortunately  not  great.  There  are  only  at 
t»releat  upon  die  roll  15  perfons,  none  of  whom  are  permitted 
to  beg«    Abottt  L.  24  may  be  yearly  colleAed. 

The  fchool  here  ie  irery  weU  attended.  The  people  ate,  m 
general,  defirous  to  give  their  children  all  the  education  which 
their  circumftances  will  permit.  The  encouragement  how- 
ever, is  not  great,  the  falary  being  only  100  merks.  The  wa« 
ges  are  for  teaching  Englifh  is.  6d.  for  writing,  as.  and  fot 
arithmetic,  2s»  6d.  per  quarter* 

Crops. — The  principal  crops  raifed  in  the  parifli  ate  oats  and 
bear :  the  farmers  find  from  experience  that  the  foil  is  much 
more  favourable  for  producing  oats«  Till  within  thefe  few 
years  little  or  no  wheat  was  fown  in  the  pariOi ;  a  confiderable 
tiumber  of  acres  are  now,  however,  fown  yearly  with  wheat, 
which,  when  the  ground  is  well  prepared,  fucceeds  very  well* 
The  ufcful  pra&ice  of  fummer*fallowing  is  much  more  com* 
I  mou 
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mon  tfatn  it  was  fome  years  ago.    Peafe  and  beans  are  alio 
ibwn,  and  fometimes  prove  a  very  profitable  crop* 

MifcManma  O^/iriM/JM/v— At  the  village  there  is  a  mount 
of  confideraUe  balk,  the  greater  part  of  which  appears  to  be 
artificial.  On  this,  as  on  many  others  of  the  fame  kind,  our  «n«- 
oeftors  met  for  diftributing  juftice— — The  people  are  m  gene- 
ral fober  and  induilrious.  The  tradefinen  in  the  pariih  are^  with 
a  few  exceptions^  either  (hoemakers  or  weavers.— ^This  di£- 
tri&  enjoys  many  natural  advantages.    Limcftone  is  found  in 
great  quantities.    The  parifh  is  alfo  well  fupplied  with  coal  at 
a  reafonable  price.    The  coal  belonging  to  Sir  William  Cun- 
sngham  of  Caprington^  is  juftly  efteemed  the  beft  in  Ayrihire. 
Great  quantities  of  blind-coal  have  of  bte  been  raiied  in  the 
pariih  \  carried  by  land  to  Irvine,  and  thence  exported  to  Ire« 
land*    It  was  propofed,  fome  years  ago,  to  dig  a  canal  from 
Riccartoun  bridge  to  join  'the  fea  at  the  Troon ;  and  it  is  to  be 
wiQied  that  this  fcheme  could  be  revived  and  carried  into  exe* 
Ctttion,  as  the  benefits  which  would  arife  from  It,  pardculady 
to  the  proprietors  of  coal,  would  be  very  great. 


NUMBER 


NUMBER    XVnL 
PARISH   OF   MONXqUHITTER.. 

(FRESBYTERY   of  TURRIFF,  SYNOP   AND   COUNTY  Of 
4BXRDZXK.) 

By  the,  ^fv.  A!l(^.  Albzanpbr  JohnstO)!* 


KaffiU  Extent^  Srii,  i^c^ 
TyyrONTQJJHITTEjR,   i.  c.  the  Place  for  enfnaring  tht 
'LtX     Deer,  was  disjoined  from  the  parilh  of  Turriff  in  the 
year  1649,  ^^^  received  its  name  from  the  farm  whereon  the 
church  was  built.^.From  £•  to  W.  Montquhitter  extends  a** 
bout  6  Englifli  miles,"— from  S.  to  N.  about  91 — and  from 
S.  E.  to  N.  W.  about  iot  miles.    The  number  of  acres  is 
dierefore  great,  but  they  have  not  been  afccrtained,  unlefs  on 
a  few  eftates,  by  the  land  furveyor.     As  it  abounds  with  large 
trafla  of  mois,  and  with  hills  of  moderate  height  covered  with 
healh,  the  general  appearance  is  dark  and  forbidding,  until  the 
eft  is  diverted  to  thefe  extenfive  £elds  which  the  hand  of  in- 
duftry  has  reclaimed  and  enriched  by  tillage*— By  the  fide  of 
rivulets^  the  grpund  is  generally  red,  deep,  ftrong,  and  cold» 
producing  luxuriant  crops  which  feldom  arrive  at  full  maturity. 
The  dry  foil,  when  of  a  red  or  black  colour  upon  a  ftratum  of 
deep  and  pebbly  clay,  repays,  when  properly  cultivated^  by  rich 
Vol.  VI.  Q^  crops 
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crops  of  grain  and  grafs,  the  toil  and  expence  of  the  hufbaml- 
man.  Large  t|a£ks  of  inferior  quality  have  been  improved  to 
good  account  by  lime  and  water }  but  tracts,  ftill  more  extenfive, 
of  a  light  mooriih  foil,  being  denied  by  nature  a  proper  degree 
of  the  vegetative  principlci  or  having  been  reduced,  by  paring 
and  burning,  to  fterilityi  cannot  be  reclaimed  on  a  fliort  leafe  to 
any  advantage.  It  requires  no  lefs  than  80  bolls  of  lime  to  fti- 
mtilate  an  acre  of  new  foil* 

Notwithftanding  the  extent  of  mofly  and  fwampy  ground, 
the  air  of  Montquhitter  parifli  is  pure  and  healthful.  Thefe 
fogSj  called  Mildews,  though  pregnant  with  mineral  exhala- 
tions, feem  (o  be  more  pernicious  to  the  vegetable  than  to  the 
animal  tribes.  The  chin-cough,  meafles,  and  fmall-pox,  re- 
turn periodically ;  but  the  virulence  of  thefe  diforders  is  now 
greatly  leflened  by  judicious  management.  Rheumatifm,  con- 
fumption,  and  fever,  are  the  difeafes  which  moft  frequently 
prevail :  but,  perhaps,  no  parifli  in  the  ifland  can  be  pointed 
out  where  health  and  longevity  are  more  generally  found. 

RiwrSf  Minerals^  Cattle^  tsfc. — Montquhitter  parifli  is  wa- 
tered by  two  fmall  rivers,  which  receive  the  tribute  of  number- 
lefs  and  copious  fprings.  One  of  thefe  difcharges  itfelf  into 
the  Tthan  :  and  the  other,  after  afliiming  various  names  as  it 
paiTes  along,  difcharges  itfelf,  near  TurriflF,  into  the  Doveran* 
Thefe  abound  with  delicious  fmall  trout  of  the  common  kind. 
During  fpring  and  autunln  large  trout,  of  a  red  colour,  pay 
us  a  vifit ;  but,  when  thefe  ftrangers  have  obeyed  the  impulfe 
of  the  feafon,  they  again  return  to  the  nobler  ftreams.  The 
trout,  however,  being  much  injured  by  the  net,  by  the  parti- 
cles of  lime  wa{hed  from  our  fields,  and  by  the  eflence  of  deep- 
ed flax,  are  daily  decreafing  in  number. 
I  Below  a  ftratum  of  pebbly  clay,  extenfive  quarries  of  red 
frccftone  lie  in  the  diredlion  of  a  plane,  much  inclined  £rom 

E. 
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E.  to  W.  This  ftone,  though  much  impregnated  with^ron  ore^ 
rifes  in  large  mafleSi  and  is  very  fit  for  building. 

The  cattle  formerly  reared  in  Montqiihitter  pari(h  were  ge- 
nerally fmall  fizedi  though  well  (haped  and  hardy^  until  a  fu- 
pcrior  breed  was  introduced  by  the  late  Mr  Cumine  of  Auch- 
rj,  Co  whom  this  parifli  juftly  attributes  its  principal  improve- 
ments. Prior  to  this  acra,  cows,  that  yielded  4  pints  of  milk 
in  the  day,  were  thought  pretty  good ;  few  male  calves  were 
reared ;  and  the  farmer  generally  bought  his  oxen  (whereof  f  2 
were  commonly  yoked  in  one  plough)  when  young,  in  diftant 
markets,  and  fold  them,  when  old,  at  great  difcount.  Now, 
cows  give  from  6  to  13  pints  of  milk  in  the  day;  male  calves 
are  carefully  reared  ;  and  our  farmers  frequently  fupply,  with 
labouring  cattle,  thofe  diftrifls  from  which  their  fathers  pur- 
chafed  their  numerous  and  ezpenfive  fets.  Cows,  according 
to  their  weight  and  quality,  fell  from  4  to  8  guineas  each^  and 
oxen  fell  from  5  to  10  guineas  each  :  fome  oxen  and  cows  far 
exceed  thefe  prices  *• 

Qji  Population. 

*  This  ptffUli  can  bo«ft  of  one  cave  only>  the  work  of  art,  employed  for  a 
porpofe  inimical  to  fbciety,  and  now  dcftroyed.  Towards  the  clofe  of  laft 
centory,  two  young  men,  whofe  conne^ons  and  rcfidence  were  entirely  un- 
,ksiown,  appeared  at  erery  public  med^.  A  country  man,  who  obferved 
Uofikt  rifing  from  a  bank  of  moft  in  a  wild  hollow,  marked  the  place,  and 
cooTcened  the  neighbours,  who  difcovercd  the  mouth  of  a  cave.  In  the  cave 
they  found  an  old  woman,  who  declared  that  flie  and  her  two  Tons  had  lived 
^le  for  ibme  years ; — that  her  Tons  had  always  fupplied  her  with  provifions 
of  every  kind ;— but  that  (he  was  prevented  by  various  motives  from  men- 
tioning why  (he  and  they  had  fettled  in  To  dandeftine  a  manner,  and  in  fo  fo- 
Htary  a  place.  The  woman  thereafter  lived  and  died  in  Montquhitter  pariOi ; 
^«t  her  ions,  when  their  lurking-place  was  difcovered,  left  the  country.—^ 
Some  people  having  been  purTued  near  that  hollow,  and  others,  who  were 
known  to  have  money  upon  them,  having  unaccountably  difappeared,  it  was 
i'uppoicd,  that  the  Glanders  (the  name  which  the  two  young  men  adiime^) 
^id  lived  by  theft  and  robbery,  wherewith  they  fcrypled  not  to  ailbciate  that 
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P^fitMkf.'^ln  i755»  the  retarn  lo  Dt  Webftar  ftem  tlilt 
porifli  was  997  inhabitttits.  In  I7s7f  the  number  of  fools 
fell  fliortof  800  ;  but,  fince  ihat  time,  population  has  rapidly 
sncreafed,  partly  by  the  pradice  of  dividing  laige  farms  in  or- 
der to  accommodate  fmall  tenants,  bu^princ^ally  by  the  cft»*> 
blifhment  of  Cumineftown  viUagc»  in  1763, 
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aEwfal  sttcndant  oranler.  Sadi  it  the  force  •f  etfff  prejudice,  thtt,  Ibr  half 
« century  thereafter.  Glanders'  hole  and  Glanders'  how,  were  marked  yriik 
4n9d  hj  the  older  i^ad  weaker  dafi  of  coQntry  people. 


The  lage  of  emigration  never  agitates  the  bofoms  of  the 
people,  and  every  hovel  boafts  a  fuitable  inhabitant.—— 
Strangers,  upon  fettling  here,  find  chemfelves  much  at  home, 
and  thofe  who  hsive  been  bom  in  the  parifli  are  fondly  attached 
to  their  native  foil.  <*  How  can  I  live/'  faid  a  poor  fellow^ 
tMk  deftitute  of  geniu8>  who  had  wandered  to  Edinburgh  in 
fearch  of  bufinefe,  '^  oh !  how  can  I  live,  out  of  the  fight  of 
**  the  bonny  park«  of  Auchry?"  To  "the  bonny  parks  of 
Auchry  hiB  predominant  ^affion  obliged  him  to  return,  and  he 
is  now  a&ive  in  encreafing  the  population  by  a  numerous  fa* 
mily. 

Appearance  and  CharaBer  of  the  People^  (5*^.— The  people 
are  generally  mid^e  fized,  raw  boned,  finewy,  and  not  a  lit« 
tie  diRingutflied  by  the  oharadtertftic  feature  of  Scotland;  Few 
exceed  6  feet  in  height,  almoft  none  are  below  5  feet  5  niciies. 
The  men,  for  the  molt  part  acute,  fagacious,  fober,  indof- 
irious,  are  now  educated  in  a  ftyle  fuperior  to  their  ftation. 
Very  few  chufe  the  fea-faring  or  military  line ;  but  thofe  who 
do,  are  efteeroed  for  fteadinefs  and  bravery.  The  women  are 
well  fliaped,  aAive,  and  trained  to  manufadure  from  diiid- 
hood.  The  Norman  blood  ftill  flames  on  the  heads  of  fome ; 
not  a  few  are  adorned  by  fair  and  yellow  locks;  but,  in  general, 
the  animated  countenance  is  (haded  by  black  or  by  duflcy  hair. 

Although  no  capital  branch  of  manufacture  is  eftablifhedin 
the  parifli,  yet  manu&ifture  is  greatly  advanced  by  the  labours 
,  of  the  people.  Linen  yam  is  fpun  for  the  merchant  almoft  in 
every  family.  Some  thoufand  pairs  of  cargo  hofe,  at  iS.  p^r 
pair,  are  annually  fent  to  m^irket.  Fine  wool,  given  out  by 
the  manofadurers  of  Aberdeen,  is  fpun  and  knit  into  ftock- 
ingfl.  A. few  make  woolen  and  linen  cloth  for  fale :  and  a  nu- 
xnerouB  clafs  of  weavers  are  well  employed. 

A  very  great  change,  as  to  diet  and  drefs,  has  taken  place 

during 
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during  the  40  years  hft  paft.  Prior  to  that  anra^  oeither  tea* 
kettle  nor  tea  could  be  found  but  in  itwo  families*  Two  hats 
only  appeared  at  church.  A  lady  adorned  herfelf  with  the 
plaid ;  and  a  gentleman  was  not  aihamed  of  home  fpun  doth. 
— *— Butnow,  moft  families  drink  tea  once,  and  many  twice 
a-day.  The  farmer,  merchant,  and  tradefman,  enjoy  in  a  mo- 
derate degree  the  comforts  and  accommodations  of  life.  The 
ploughman  turns  out  to  church  and  market  with  his  hat,  good 
linen,  and  broad-doth;  and,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted, 
that  the  country  belles  will  exert  themfelves  to  outfliine  the 
country  beaus  ^* 

Stipend 

*  The  piicsof  prorifions  is  grettlf  aicAed  by  the  ftile  of  limg.  40  years 
»go,  beef  ibid  from  id.  to  siL  per  lb.  a  hen  or  dack  for  ad.  halfpenny,  14 
cggi  for  xd.  a  flieep  for  ss.  a  done  of  cheefe  at  %4  ox.  per  lb.  for  31. 4d.  and 
a  ftone  of  batter  for  6t.  8d.  Bnt  new  beef,  mntton,  lamb  and  veal,  in 

their  refpe^Uve  feafims,  feU  firom  sd.  halfpenny  to  3d.  halfpenny  per  lb.— « 
duck  or  hen  is  valued  from  6d.  to  9d.— a  ftone  of  cheeie  is  worth  from  3s,  6d. 
to  5s.  6d«  and  of  batter  from  8s.  to  131. 4d.— and  the  demand  from  London 
eftimates  ii  eggs  at  ad.  or  3d,  Our  batter,  which  is  very  good,  is  prefently 
in  requeil ;  and  I  hope  oar  coantfy  dealers  will,  for  their  own  fakes,  pay  due 
attention  to  the  curing  of  this  valuable  neceflary. 

A  day-labourer,  accordmg  to  his  merit  and  the  feaibn,  draws  from  jd.  to 
9d.  per  day.  When  he  works  by  the  piece  he  may  clear  from  pd.  to  is.  The 
Wright  claims  is.  the  maibn,  is.  4d.  and  the  taylor,  5d.  and  his  meat,  per 
day ;  but  moft  tradefinen  work'by  the  piece.  The  wages  of  hired  Tenrants  arc 
iBpidly  increaiing.  A  growing  lad  cUims,  abng  with  his  food,  Ln  3  :  10,  or 
JL.4 :  10  s  a  grown  man  from  L.  4  :  10  to  L.  6 :  10 ;  a  maid-fervant  from  L.  a :  1 
to  L.  a :  15  in  the  year.  Formerly  a  maid-fervant  or  lad  was  well  fatisfied  with 
Ii.  z,  and  a  capable  man-fenrant  with  L.  z  :  13  :  4.  per  ann.  At  that  time  the 
price  of  every  other  fervice  was  proportionally  low. 

The  maintenance  of  a  tradefman's  or  of  a  day-labourer's  family  doea  not 
entirely  depend  on  what  he  himfelf  gains ;  for  if  his  wife  and  children  are  in- 
duftrious,  they  (hare  the  merit  of  furnilhing  fubliftence.  When  a  day-labour- 
er or  tradefman  rents  a  croft,  his  wife  commonly  pays  landlord  and  merchant, 
by  the  produce  of  her  cows,  and  by  manufafbire ;  and  leaves  it  for  the  hnfi 

band^ 
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Stipend  and  P$ot^s  Funds.^lHht  church  was  built  in  1764^ 
mud  the  manfe  in  1778.  The  ftipend  was  lately  augmented  to 
L.  61  fterling  in  money,  34  bolls  of  meal^  and  16  bolls  of  bear. 
The  glebe  contains  12  acres,  much  improved  by  the  prefent 
incumbent.    Francis  Garden  of  Dalgety,  is  patron. 

The  poor  of  the  parifli  flufluates  in  number.  At  prefent  30 
perfons  claim  a  fupply,  and,  according  to  their  refpeflive  ne« 
ceiEties,  receive  from  ios«  to  40s.  each,  per  annum.  This 
fmall  fupply,  in  conjunflion  with  their  own  induftry,  and  the 
charity  of  neighbours,  afibrds  the  fober  fupport  of  life.  A 
poor  man,  with  a  numerous  family,  often  receives  a  prefent ; 
and  the  dead  of  the  indigent  arc  buried  at  the  public  expence. 
The  ftock  of  the  poor,  exdofive  of  L.  1 1  mortified  for  a  parti- 
cular purpofe,  amounts  to  L.  120.  'Some  time  ago,  the  an- 
nual coUeflions  produced  L.  12,  but  now  produce  L.  30  a  year. 
During  laft  century,  the  annual  colle£lions  feldom  amounted 
to,  and  never  exceeded,  L.  3  :^io  fterling. 

Pro^efs  of  Improvement. — ^The  pari(h  can  boaft  but  of  few 
perfons  diftinguifhed  for  learning,  but  many  eminent  for 
valuable  qualifications  have  been  produced  here,  at  the  head 
of  whom  ftands  Jofeph  Cumine,  late  of  Auchry.  Nature  had 
endowed  Mr  Cumine  with  an  adiive  and  vigorous  mind.  Cool, 
£igacious,  penetrating,  he  conneAed  a  found  judgement  and 

corre& 

faadt  bf  the  iale  of  cattle*  and  by  his  work,  to  fornUh  bread.  During  the 
infancy  and  childhood  of  their  family,  parenU  of  thefe  claiTes  axe  genetaliy 
poor,  but  gradually  rife  to  eafy  circnmlbtnces,  u  their  children  become  capa- 
ble of  relieving  the  hand,  and  affifting  in  the  indnftry  of  the  mother.  By  old 
age,  or  the  contingencies  of  life.  Tome  are  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  gratltnde 
of  their  children,  or  to  the  charity  of  the  pnblic.  Bnt  it  reflefts  hoooor  on 
the  genins  of  the  people,  that  nothing  btit  the  hard  hand  of  ntoeflity  can  ob- 
lige then  to  adopt  this  laft  expedient. 


eone(k  wfte^  vidi  wtfliakco  rcToImiw  and  mv^nod  ^iplicft* 
tion.  Sbw,  but  fme  in  planaing^  he  wu  prompt  304  wklit 
in  executing  his  defign^.  Whea  be  alTumcd  die  msmagemettt 
of  hi&eftate,  in  1739,  it  yielded  I>.  15a  ftesUng  of  resi,  of 
\rhich  he  could  only  call  L.  6q  his  owp*  The  heath  extended 
to  the  b^ck  of  his  hoiifc :  in  front,  an  e«haafted  mofii  and  a 
monifs,  fed  by  the  water  of  Aitf:hry»  offended  the  eye :  and 
the  whole  of  his  farm,  deftitute  of  a  garden,  confifted  of  a 
few  acres  Signified  with  the  title  of  Place  Croft.  He  gradual* 
ly  baniihed  the  heath ; —reduced  the  rir er  to  a  regular  channel  1 
-v-conve^ted  the  morafs,  when  drained,  into  a  neat  garden 
and  inclofuTes )— -and,  at  various  timet,  took  from  the  adjoin* 
ing  lapds  100  acres,  which  he  converted  into  an  elegant  fiirm* 
inclofed  and  fubdividcd  i  where  the  ufeful  and  the  pleafan|» 
blended  by  the  hand  of  a  matter,  command  the  relpcA  of  the 
critic,  and  excite  the  delight  of  (he  traveller.  He  accomp^ 
nicd  his  other  improvements  by  a  fuperior  breed  of  cattle^ 
whereof,  by  judicious  management,he  gres^tly  encreafed  the  fizc 
and  the  value. 

As  his  eftate  was  extremely  well  accommodated  with 
mofs,  he  gradually  fubdividcd  large  farms.  He  ftri£lly  pro* 
hibited  the  abfurd  practice  of  paring  and  burning  the  moHy 
foils :  he  made  trails,  to  improve  by  water  thefe  fieUs  that 
could  be  commitnded  by  it :  he  bound  his  tenants  to  drive  an- 
nually from  quarries,  7  Scotch  miles  diftant,  a  prefcribed 
quantity  of  limeftone,  which  he  taught  them  to  break,  burn^ 
and  apply :  ht  obliged  them  to  fow  a  certain  proportion  of 
their  land  with  turnip,  flax,  and  grafs  feeds :  he  encouraged 
^cm  to  rear  their  own  cattle,  inftead  of  wafting  their  money 
in  buying  e^pepCve  fets ;  he  frequently  walked  or  rode  through 
his  eftate,  freely  converfing  with  his  tenants,  roufing  them  to 
induftry  by  motives  fuited  to  their  rcfpeAive  tempers,  and 
particularly  diftinguiChing  the  fagacious  and  aftive :  and,  by 
I  the 
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the  united  energy  of  popular  virtues  and  folid  fenfe,  he  tri- 
umphed over  every  oppofition  from  foilj  climate,  and  preju- 
dice, gradually  introducing  the  principles  of  rational  farming, 
and  laying  the  foundation  of  progreflive  improvement. 

Obferving  that  his  tenants  were  frequently  at  a  lofs  for  a 
market,  he  determined  to  eftabliih  a  permanent  one  on  his 
own  eftate.  For  this  purpofe,  he  planned  a  regular  village, 
contiguous  to  the  church,  upon  the  moorifh  part  of  a  farm, 
which  in  whole  yielded  only  L.  i  f  a  year.  For  a  while,  he 
felt  in  filence  the  fneers  of  his  neighbours,  who  reprobated 
this  fcheme  as  wild  and  impra£licable ;  but  thefe  temporary 
iheers  foon  gave  way  to  lading  efteem.  He  prevailed  on  a  few 
to  take  feus :  he  ailifted  the  induftrious  with  money ; — obtain^ 
ed  premiums  for  the  manufafturer  ;*<-'decided  every  difference 
by  his  arbitration,— *and  animated  all  to  their  utmoft  exertion 
by  hi)  countenance  and  counfel.  Settlers  annually  flocked  tp 
Cumlneftown,  (the  name  afiigned  to  the  chief  of  the  clan), 
and  the  village,  built  of  freeftone,  foon  aflumed  a  fiourifiiing 
appearance.  In  connection  with  fome  neighbouring  gentle- 
men, he  eftabliflied  in  his  village  a  linen  manufadure  ;  and 
though,  for  particular  reafons,  the  fcheme  was  dropt,  yet,  by 
introducing  the  fpinning  of  linen  yarn,  and  fixing  the  refidence 
of  fome  capable  weavers,  its  confequences  continue  to  operate 
for  the  public  good.  In  fliort,  ^  feries  of  fenfiblc  manage- 
ment fixed  upon  Montquhitter  75  feus,  occupied  by  a  fet  of 
honeft,  induftrious,  and  a£tive  feuars  and  their  tenants,  who, 
inftead  of  L.  1 1  fterling,  the  original  rent,  produced  him  an- 
nually from  L.  120  to  L.  150  a  year.  Mr  Cumine,  during 
life,  was  an  objeA  of  general  efteem ;  and,  at  his  death, 
liad  the  pleafure  of  leaving  to  his  heirs  an  annual  revenue  of 
more  than  L.  6oo. 

Rifti^  Produci^  Agriculture^  (5V.— In  the  year  1649,   the 
Vol.  VI.  R  rent 
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rent  of  Montquhitter  parifh  Is  dated  at  3  25  bolls  of  meal,  anil 
about  L.  210  fterling  of  money:  at  prefent,  every  item  in- 
cluded, it  extends  to  L,  1400  a  year.  Infield  lets  from  8s.  to 
1 5s.  light  land  from  28.  6d.  to  8s«  and  land  by  the  fide  of  riTU- 
]ets  from  48.  to  los  per  acre.  Large  tra£is,  almoft  on  ercry 
farm,  are  not  valued.  At  an  average,  farmers  pay  from  L«io 
to  L*  30,  and  crofters  from  L.  2  to  L*  iQ^^  annum*  Crofts 
are  flowly  diminllhing,  two  or  more  being  fometimes  fet  to 
one  tenant  at  a  rifing  rent.— Mod  farmers  fence,  with  dyke 
and  ditch,  a  fmall  fpot  contiguous  to  their  houfes  :  but  neither 
the  ftrength  of  their  purfes,  nor  the  length  of  their  leafes,  af- 
ford a  fufficient  temptation  to  rear  a  hedge,  or  to  enclofe  with 
ftones.  Auchry's  farm  excepted,  the  reft  of  the  parifh  is 
naked  and  open.  Leafes  are  feldom  or  ever  extended  beyond 
19  years ;  In  which  period,  no  pan  can  eftablilh  a  plan  of  ra- 
tional farming,  and  realize  the  profits.  For  the  moft  part, 
therefore,  an  exhaufted  farm  devolves  on  s^n  exhaufted  tenant, 
whereby  improvement  of  every  kind  is  greatly  retarded,  and 
the  intereft  of  all  concerned  materially  injured.  A  few  pro- 
prietors now  let  their  lands  on  a  liferent :  flattered  with  the 
hope  of  life,  the  tenant  exerts  himfelf  to  recl^m  and  improve ; 
—he  dies,  and  his  family  lies  at  the  mercy  of  9  felfiih  maf* 
tcr. 

A  number  of  fcrvices  are  exafted,  but  not  rigoroufly,  by 
the  proprietors,  who  would  gladly  commute  them  if  the  farmer 
inclined  \  but  the  preceding  article  m^y  fully  infpire  the  belief, 
that  a  man,  who  is  not  fufficiently  ^ncoura^ed  to  improve, 
will  be  too  much  difpofed  %o  fave  a  lit(Ie  money  at  the  expence 
of  fervice.  Earl  Fife  has  entirely  emancipated  his  tenants ; 
and  Mr  Gordon  of  Letterfourie  pays,  at  the  ufual  rates,  for 
what  fervices  he  requires  from  his  people  in  Afleed« 

Thefe  political  evils,  united  with  a  cold  foil  impregnated 
with  miqcralf  are  not  fufficient,  however,  to  counterbalance 

3  ths 
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die  efibits  of  induftry»  and  a  Tariety  of  local  advantages.  A- 
raong  the  local  advantages,  a  diflinguUhed  place  muft  be  given 
to  abundance  of  mofs  and  water ;  by  the  fenfible  applicatioil 
of  which,  the  value  of  land  has  rapidly  encreafed,^  population 
is  doubled,^a  thriving  village  has  been  eftabllfhed, — and  the 
fphere  of  manufadure  is  daily  enlarged. 

Confidcring  the  fcanty  (locks  which  the  farmers  enjoy,  a- 
griculture  has  made,  and  is  (lill  making,  rapid  advances.  Ma- 
ny fields  difplay  rich  crops  and  grafs.  Potatoes,  cabbage,  and 
Xumip,  fuiEcicnt  for  the  kitchens  and  the  cattle,  are  raifed ; 
and  almoft  every  family  fows  a  certain  quantity  of  lint-feed, 
the  produce  of  which  is  prepared  for  ufe  at  the  rate  of  as.  pet 
(lone,  at  a  lint  mill,  ereAed  by  the  late  Auchry.  Beat,  oats, 
and  peafe,  are  the  only  kinds  of  grain  which  the  farmer  culti* 
vates )  and  the  harveds,  which  vary  with  the  feafon,  common- 
ly conclude  about  the  i6th  of  0£lober.  Though  not  i  acre 
in  lo  admits  of  tillage,  yet,  in  favourable  feafons,  both  meal 
and  grain  are  exported.  In  indifferent  feafons,  the  pari(h  ful* 
ly  fupplies  itfelf;  but  in  bad  years,  the  wants  of  the  inhabi- 
tants muft  be  relieved  by  the  produce  of  more  early  and  fertile 
foils*. 

R  a  During 

•  Prior  to  the  year  1775,  com  long  of  ripening  was  liable  to  be  froftcd.— 
Since  that  period  the  pariOi  has  been  more  or  lefs  diftreffed  by  the  eiTe^s  of 
the  mildew.  About  the  beginning  or  middle  of  Augufl,  the  oat  plant  (for 
the  bariey  fuflers  not)  aHiimes  a  firey  red  colour ;  black  fpots  then  burfl  forth 
towards  the  root,  and,  according  to  the  feafon,  gradually  or  rapidly  afcend,  till 
they  reach  thefe  fibres  that  fupport  the  ear.  From  that  moment  the  circula- 
tion in  the  plant  ceafes ;  the  grain  ripens  no  more,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
rinilence  of  the  dlicafe,  yields  a  fmaller  or  greater  quantity  of  meal,  or  becomes 
a  heap  of  de(perate  fbrrow.  Various  theories  hare  been  adranced  to  account 
for  this  phenomenon^— by  the  operation  of  infers, — by  mineral  exhalations, 
by  the  canftic  quality  of  lime  ufcd  in  manure,— and  by  a  fituation  too  conlinrd. 
Ceruln  it  is,  that  fome  Inclofures,  comprehending  from  6  to  10  acres  each, 

and 
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During  the  feuds  that  raged  in  the  leading  families^  and 
particular!/  in  that  fatal  contention  that  called  forth  the  potent 

and 

ud  fbtramidcd  with  hedges  and  belu  of  wood,  hare  fnfeed  noft  fevodf.^— 
In  the  year  1789,  however,  this  vegetable  difeafe  occnpied  a  laiger  ffihere» 
and  diffnfed  its  baneful  inilttence  on  fields  which  enjoy  every  advanUge  that 
the  fun  and  air  of  this  climate  can  beftow. 

In  feafons  of  icarcity  thisparUh  has  always  fuAered.— The  tales  told  of  the 
feven  dear  years,  as  they  are  emphatically  termed,  which  condndcd  laft  cen- 
tury, are  indeed  tales  of  woe. Some  of  thefe  fcalons  were  net  entirely  mi- 
friendly  to  vegcUtion,  if  the  fanner  had  been  provided,  which  he  was  not* 
with  healthy  feed  tb  beftow  on  his  fields.  The  province  of  Mnrray,  and  feme 
of  the  beft  hmd  along  the  eaft  coaft  of  Buchan  and  Formartine  abounded  with 
feed  and  bread ;  but  moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  parilb,  reduced  to  mifery, 
had  neither  money  to  purchafe,  nor  horfes  to  carry  thefe  eflentia^  articles.  A 
few  fa^  will  iikftiate  their  extreme  diflrefs.  From  the  time  that  famine 
was  felt,  to  the  time  that  plenty  returned,  oatmeal  fold  for  L.  16  Sc  per 
boll,  and  all  the  vi^hial  ftipend,  due  for  7  years  by  the  heritors,  was  paid  for, 
with  intereA,  at  that  rate.  One  Thompfon,  wadictter  of  Hurmofs,  driven 
from  his  home  by  want,  was  found  dead,  near  the  Ihore,  with  a  piece  of  raw 
flcfli  in  his  mouth.  Of  1 6  families  that  refided  on  the  farm  of  Lstterde,  13 
were  extlnguilhed.  On  the  e(Ute  of  Greens,  which  preiently  accommodates 
169  individuals,  3  families  (the  proprietor's  induded)  only  fnrvived.  The 
cxtenfive  farms  of  Touchar,  Greeneis,  Overhill,  and  Bumfide  of  Idoch,  now 
containing  more  than  100  fouls,  together  with  fome  farms  on  the  paiifli  oC 
Turriff,  being  entirely  defolated^  were  converted  into  a  (heep-walk  by  the  £rw 
rol  family,  to  whom  they  then  belonged.  The  mhabitants  of  the  parifli  in 
general  were  diminiifaed  by  death  to  one  half,  or  as  feme  affirm,  to  one  fourth 
of  the  preceding  number.  When  the  means  of  faving  the  living  and  of  bury- 
ing the  dead  began  to  fail,  natural  affection  .was  in  a  great  meafure  fufpended. 
A  ftUow,  George  Allan,  having  carried  his  deceafed  father  upon  his  back, 
half  way  from  his  home  to  the  church-yard,  threw  down  the  corpfe  at  the 
door  of  a  farmer,  with  thefe  words  :  ^  I  can  carry  my  father  no  farther.  For 
**  'God's  fake  bury  his  body :  But  if  you  chufe  not  to  take  that  trouble,  yoa 
"  may  place  it,  if  you  pleafc,  on  the  dyke  of  your  kail-yard,  as  a  guard  a- 
«  gainft  the  fhccp !" 

Vntil  the  year  1709,  many  farms  were  waftc.  About  that  time,  the  heri- 
tors enticed  fome  fubHantial  men,  by  the  gift  of  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  by 

jnodexate 
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and  hoftile  fa£lions  of  Bruce  and  Cumlne,  trees  were  almoft 
extirpated  in  fiuchan.    As  this  pari(h  is  comparatively  level^ 

and 

medente  rents,  to  fettle  on  their  eftates;  or  advanced,  on  what  int  called 
Steclbow,  a  cover  on  tbeur  farms  to  fpirited  and  enterprifing  people,  who,  It 
was  hoped,  would  gradually  repay  them.  A  ray  of  improTement  bvrft  from 
thefe  i^oomy  feafons.  One  Morrifon,  driven  from  his  home  by  famine,  lived 
for  fbme  years  in  Ireland,  but  returned  to  his  country  with  the  good  feafims, 
and  bfoaght  along  with  him  a  few  potatoes,  which  he  tauj^t  the  ndgjhbotti- 
ing  gentlemen  to  cultsvafte. 

Another  feaion  of  fcardty,  occafioned  by  deep  and  imttmely  fiiow,  occub 
in  the  year  1740*  Tine,  indeed,  oat-meal  roft  not  above  13s.  4d.  per  boIl$ 
bot  as  there  was  no  manufa£hire  eftabiiflied  in  the  country,  and  no  work  for 
the  day-labourer,  the  utmoft  mifery,  though  it  fell  (hort  of  death,  was  geneiaUy 
felt  by  the  labouring  poor.  Many  offered,  but  in  vain,  to  ferve  for  bread  ; 
and  B(fr  Duff  of  Hatton,  who  was  then  building,  found  a  number  of  (loot 
men,  who  thankfidly  accepted  two  pence  each  per  day  in  full  lor  their 


When  the  aera  of  induftry  and  improvement  eommeneed,  it  was  fondly 
hoped  that  the  wants  known  to  our  fathers  would  never  be  known  by  us.-^ 
**  Our  fields  and  gardens,  faid  we,  produce  a  variety  of  proviiion,  which  will 
**  infallibly  preferve  us  from  ftarving,  even  though  our  com  flurald  fail.  Cat- 
*'  tie  and  manufaAures  will  fumifh  money,  and  commerce  will  readily  ex* 
**  change  our  money  for  bread.  How  little,  therefore,  have  we  to  fear,  Idt 
**  the  feaibns  be  as  unfavourable  as  they  may  ?**  Thus  the  people  reaibned : 
W  to  their  reafoning  the  year  1781  gave  the  lie  dire^.  The  coldnefi  and 
fiormineis  of  fnmmer  1782  excited  fears  in  the  mmds  of  the  difceming;  but 
iftone  fuipeded  the  magnitude  of  the  impending  eviL  On  the  5th  of  October, 
when  oats  and  barley  were  generally  green,  a  froft,  armed  )lmoft  with  the  ri- 
gour of  a  Greenland  climate,  defohted  in  one  night  the  hope  of  the  hulband- 
man.  The  grdn,  immediately  contracting  a  hoary  whiteneft,  ripened  no 
more.  The  potatoe  and  turnip,  dwarfifli  from  the  feverity  of  the  preceding 
Icaibn,  were  extremely  damaged.  The  produce  of  the  garden  was  deftitute. 
of  its  u(hal  nouriihment.  The  fields  yielded  not  one-third  of  an  ordinary 
crop.  Oatmeal,  dark  in  colour,  was  acid  and  difagrceable  to  the  tafte.  No 
market  appeared  whereat  we  could  fupply  our  urgent  wants.  Complete  and 
bopelcTs  ruin  ftarcd  us  in  the  face ;  and  all  ranks  indulged  the  views  of  j^my 
deipo&denoe*    If,  at  this  critical  period,  the  American  war  had  not  cea&d,— 

If 


134  Staiijlical  Account 

and  bounded  on  three  fides  b j  the  fea,  moft  fituations  admit  boC 
the  cxilture  of  trees ;  and  but  few,  extremely  weU  (heltered^ 
are  found  to  bring  them  to  maturity.  Proprietors  of  land  are 
doing  a  good  deal  in  the  planting  line;  and  the  Scotch 
iir,  the  pine,  the  larix,  the  a(h,  the  elm,  the  plane,  and  the 
lime,  hold  the  chief  rank  in  their  plantations.  But  though 
trees  have  long  ceafed  to  be  a  fpontaneous  production,  and 
though  they  require  the  utmoft  attention  in  rearing,  yet  the 
•mofles  abound  with  large  logs  of  fir,  and  of  venerable  oak. 

When  improvement  commenced,  the  number  of  iheep  di- 
mlniflied.     A  tafte  for  them,  however,  begins  to  revive,  and 
there  are  now  in  the  pariih  above  1300 }  of  which  200  are  an- 
nually 

if  the  copious  majpxtnet,  ptrticukrly  of  pealct  provkled  for  the  naty,  had 
not  been  brought  to  fale^— what  a  dire  fcene  of  defoUtion  and  horror  would 
have  been  exhibited  ia  this  country ! — From  thefe  magazines,  the  exertion  of 
heritors  and  people  derived  regukr  fuppUcs.  Cattle  fold  extremely  welL  By 
the  dirine  bleiCng,  health  in  an  eminent  degree  prerailed.  The  eBbrti  of  ior 
duftry  were  redoubled.  Many  a  precious  hoard  of  gold  and  filTcr  was  unlock- 
ed; and  temperance,  ftem,  but  friendly,  cftabliihcd  her  reign  on  the  folid 
baie  of  neceility.  Though  oatmeal,  therefore,  ibid  from  z8s.  to  32s.  per  boU, 
and  peare»meal  from  i6s.  to  i8s.  yet  the  efleotials  of  life,  though  fparingly, 
were  proTided,  £0  that  not  one  viAim  of  famine  fell  in  this  pariih.  At 
this  gloomy  period,  charity  was  awake  :  The  minifter  of  Montquhittcr  re- 
ceived, under  cover  from  an  unknown  hand,  L.  ao  fterling  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor.  The  coat  of  arms  on  the  feal  was  juftly  infcribed  with  this  motto^ 
•«  Jvfii  nt  filers  fulgimtr 

It  deiervcs  notice,  that  the  crops  from  X783  were  greatly  bUHed  by  bad  feed: 
^The  feed,  which  was  purchafed  from  thefe  early  fpots  of  inland  country,  where 
the  oat  was  almoft,  if  not  altogether,  ripened  before  the  5th  of  OOober  1 782-, 
generally  failed ;  whereas  the  feed  of  this  pariih,  which,  on  that  fatal  day,  was 
fcarce  advanced  beyond  a  watery  or  fluid  milky  fublUnce,  but  which  the  ne- 
ceiCties  of  fome  obliged  them  to  adventure,  bid  the  foundation  of  a  tolerable 
crop.  The  reafon  fcems  to  hare  been,  that  the  germ  of  all  the  grain,  nearly 
ripened,  was  materially  injured,  unlefi  where  the  rigour  of  that  memorable  froft 
was  foftened  by  the  vicinity  of  the  fea. 
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nually  fold*  The  number  of  black-cattle  exceeds  1350;  of 
which  the  drover  annually  purchafes  300. --290  horfes  are  em- 
ployed in  farming  bu(inefs»  whereof  not  above  one-half  are 
reared  in  the  pariih,  the  market  furnifhing  the  reft.  The  far- 
mers commonly  employ  263  carts  and  8;  ploughs  ;  and  the 
ploughs  are  generally  of  the  light  Scotch^  or  common  Engliih 
1dnd. 

MtfcManeous  Rjtmarh.-^'^VtzX.  is  the  fuel  made  ufe  of  in 
the  pariihi  and  of  it  there  is  great  abundancci  and  of  thebcft 
quality*  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  much  time  and 
labour  are  loft  in  providing  this  neceflary  of  life*  Genteel  fa- 
milies begin  to  ufe  coal  in  their  rooms,  a  practice  which  would 
profitably  prevail  if  the  impolitic  duty  on  coal  was  abolifti- 
ed«  The  roads,  tolerably  good,  were  originally  formed^ 

and  are  ftill  repaired  by  ftatute  labour,  whidi  maybe  convert* 
ed  at  the  rate  of  is.  6d.  per  annum.  The  rivulets  are  paflable 
at  all  feafons,  by  means  of  bridges,  erefted  at  the  expence  of 
the  pariih  or  'diftri£t.  As  there  is  no  poft  road,  the  expence 
of  turnpikes  would  be  ufelef8*and  intolerable.**— The  names 
of  all  the  farms,  that  have  not  been  anglified  to  fuit  Math  mo- 
dem fubdiviiions,  evidently  originate  from  the  Celtic  :-i—^ 
e.  g.  Montquhitter^  or,  the  Place  for  enfnaring  the  Deer; 
Aucbrj^  the  Red  or  the  King's  Haugh  }  Balthangie^  Angus- 
town,  &c. 

The  wild  heath  feems  to  wave  over  the  grave  of  many  a 
long  forgotten  hero,  on  thefe  fields* >rhere  contending  ba- 
rons tried  the  keennefs  of  their  fwords.  Some  of  the  Cove- 
nanters, cut  ofi^  by  the  Ogilvies,  have  given  a  name  {e.  g» 
Findla/s  Mire)  to  thefe  fpots  where  they  fell.  And  fomc 
heads  of  fpears,  of  a  yellow  colour,  and  of  the  form  moft  ap^ 
proved  when  the  Scottifh  fpear  was  almoft  as  tremendous  a 

weapon 
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vreapon  as  the  Engliih  bow^  were  lately  found  in  m  eihanft- 
ed  mofs»  and  are  now  in  the  pofieilion  of  Mr  Cumine  of 
Auchrj.— The  only  battle  of  confequence  that  diftbguiibes 
this  pariih,  feems  to  have  been  fought  at  Lendrum.  Tradi- 
tion (in  thisinftance  pretty  diftinQ)  relates  that  Donald  of  the 
lileSf  fuppofed  to  beDonald  Bane^  brother  to  Malcom  Canmore» 
fought  at  Lendrum  for  three  days  againft  the  forces  of  the 
North,  commanded  by  the  potent  Thane  of  Buchan,  whofe 
principal  inland  refidence  was  at  CafUetown,  Kmg  Edward 
pariiby  about  4  miles  diftant  from  the  bloody  fcene.  The 
battle  of  firft  day  was  fought  about  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  Len* 
drum»  where  a  number  of  fmall  tumuli  mark  the  graves  of 
the  flain }  and  from  whence,  Donald  was  beat  back  to  the 
eamp,  the  fituation  of  which,  called  Donald's  fold,  is  ftill 
(hown.  The  battle  of  the  fecond  day  was  fought  hard  by  the 
'tamp  of  Donald  \  and  there,  more  than  an  acre  of  land  is 
crowded  with  large  tumuli.  The  third,  and  decifive  battle, 
was  fought  to  the  weft  of  Lendrum,  upon  a  field  of  more 
than  6  acres>  which  tradition  covers  with  gore.  The  Thane 
of  Buchan,  at  the  head  no  doubt  of  the  Canmore  fafiion, 
prevailed ;  and  the  ufurper  Donald,  after  lofing  moft  of  his 
forces,  was  obliged  to  fly.-— In  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
fent  century,  a  tenant  found  in  fome  of  thefe  tumuli,  fome 
pieces  of  iron,  which  his  greedy  fpirit  converted  to  ufe.  The 
prefent  tenant  broke  up  fome  of  them,  but  found  nothing 
that  deferves  notice*— ^Perhaps  it  may  be  amufing  to  trace 
the  influence,  which  fuperftition  ftill  has  on  many  minds, 
and  to  mark  how  much  fome  prophecies  tend  to  their  own 
completion. — The  corn  growing  on  the  bloody  butts  of  Len* 
drum  has  never  been  reaped  without  blood  or  ftrife  among 
the  reapers.  This  circumftance,'  aflertedby  tradition,  and 
confirmed  by  the  living  evidence  of  two  refpe£table  men^  who 

have 
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have  rented  that  farm  for  mere  than  half  a  century  paft^  may 
be  eafily  accounted  for  by  the  trepidation^  orthey<#f9r,  which^ 
according  to  the  refpedive  conftitutions  of  the  reapers,  isin» 
fpired  by  this  awful  fcene. 
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NUMBER    XIX. 
PARISH    OF    TYRIE, 

(p&fSBYTERY  OF  DEER,  SYNOD  Al^D  COUMTT  07 
ABERDEEN.) 

By  tbe  Rev.  Mr«  William  Feaser. 


Name^  EMtent^  isTc. 

TYRIEi  the  antient  and  modern  name  of  this  pariih,  Rg* 
nifies  in  the  Celtic  language,  the  King's  Houfe.  This 
name,  perhaps,  is  deriyed  from  a  religious  houfe,  that  (as  tra- 
dition gires  oiit)  once  flood  upon  the  ground  which  the  manfe 
now  occupies,  and  was  well  endowed  by  royal  munificence, 
— ~It  is  about  7  computed  miles  long,  and  3  broad,  and  for- 
merly was  much  more  extenfive.— — The  form  is  not  unlike  a 
boot }  but  the  leg  i&  rather  long,  in  proportion  to  the  foot.— 
The  furface  is  very  agreeably  diver Gfied  with  hill  and  dale, 
heath,  mofs,  meadows,  com  and  grafs  fields,  running  dreams, 
amd  inclofures  fenced  with  ftone  and  turf  walls*— Sir  Willi- 
am Forbes  of  Pitfligo,  Biit.  has  feveral  inclofures,  planted 
^ith  fir,  aOi,  elms,  &c.  and  Meflrs.  Forbes  of  Upper-Boynd* 
lie,  and  Irvine  of  Boyndlie,  have  likewife  fome  planting. 
The  trees  are  generally  thriving  well,  an4  after  fome  years, 
a  will 
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iRrill  beautify  the  countty^  be  of  great  value  to  the  piroprietor9i 
and  afibrd  wood  for  buildufig  and  huibandry. 

Fevers  and  rheumatifm  are  the  mod  prevalent  diftempers^ 
and  are  moft  common  after  wet  harvefts,  when  the  corns 
are  not  got  in  in  good  condition.  The  latter  is  much  attri« 
buted  to  the  difufe  of  wearing  flannel  neit  the  fltin,  and  to  thfe 
too  great  ufe  of  potatoes^ 

There  are  feveral  excellent  mineral  fprings,  which  are  of 
confiderable  fervice  in  weaknefles  of  the  ftomach,  when  net 
drunk  in  too  large  quantities ;  and  the  Mourning  Well,  in 
the  den  of  Boyndlic,  is  fuch  a  copious  fpring,  as  perhaps  can« 
not  be  equalled  in  all  the  county;  The  water  of  Tyrie  runs  a* 
long  the  north  end  of  the  pariih,  over  which  a  good  ftone 
bridge  is  built.  ■  "The  Goner,  another  confiderable,  and, 
in  many  places,  a  beautiful,  fmooth-flowing  rivulet,  runs  al- 
moft  through  the  middle  of  the  pariih ;  over  which  an  cioeN 
lent  ftone  bridge  has  lately  been  built  at  Tillenamclt,  at  the 
cxpence  of  Sir  William  Forbes  the  proprietor.  •  ■  Here  al- 
fo,  there  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderablei  and  beft  fumiflied 
water-mills  in  Buchan :  and  a  fine  road  lately  made  through  a 
deep  and  extenfive  mofs,ihews  what  a  public-fpirited  land* 
lord  can  do,  for  promoting  the  induftry,  profperity,  and  hap- 
pine£i  of  the  country*  Both  thefe  rivulets  produce  very  deli- 
cious trouts  y  and  fome,  in  the  latter,  are  13  inches  long. 
•—Though  their  numbers  be  now  greatly  diminiihed  by  the 
ufe  of  lime  as  a  manure,  and  the  fteeping  of  flax  in  the  adjoin* 
ing  pools,  yet  anglers  ftill  fifli  with  tolerable  fuccefs. 

The  foili  when  not  in  the  viciriity  of  mofs,  is,  fdr  the  moft 
part,  of  a  fertile  reddiih  colour,  pretty  deep  in  the  vallies,  but 
fliallower  as  the  ground  rifcB  to  an  eminence ;  and  many  hun- 
dred acres  of  ground,  very  capable  of  improvement,  are  ftill 
in  their  natural  uncultivated  ftate.  The  air  is  open,  and 

wholdbme )  unlefs  in  places  that  are  low  and  marihy,  or  near 

S  2  large 
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Vu]ge  pools  of  ftagnating  water;  and  tbe  CmAc  of  krlpykilm^ 
though  very  difagreeable  to  thofie  who  liTe  io  places  nearer  the 
iea^  is  fcarcely  felt  in  this  parilh* 


Statift'ual  Table. 

Nujaberofibulsini755»  596 

Gardeners 

3 

in  1771,  612 

Butchers 

3 

in  1785,  715 

Born  in  Ireland 

I 

in  1790,  (64 

in  the  Highlands 

•  14 

Ucritors»  refident,               z 

in  Murray 

2 

From  Edinburgh 

£ 

Schoolmafters         -           2 

Of  the  eftabliihed  church  826 

Students             -                2 

Seceders 

3* 

Farmers        -           •42 

Epifcopalians 

4 

Smaller  farmers        •         10 

Papilla 

X 

Subtenants          -            110 

Annual  aTcrage  of  births 

12 

Manufa&urers          -          2 

of  marriages  4 

Shopkeepers           «            4 

of  deaths 

1% 

Shoemakers            -             5 

Houfes  inhabited 

207 

Innkeeper        -            •       i 

uninhabited 

7 

Bhckfrniths            -              4 

Ploughs 

7* 

MiUers        -            -         .  5 

Men  fervants 

59 

Carpenters        *           *      4 

Women  do. 

4<S 

Taylors        3            -           6 

Cattle 

680 

Wejrvcrs      *    -                18 

Sheep 

545 

Sheriff  ofBcers         -           2 

Horfes 

120 

The  difproportion  betwixt  the  births  and  the  deaths  is  ow« 
ing,  in  fome  meafure,  to  the  plenty  of  mofs  for  fuel,  which 
induces  old  people  to  come  to^  and  reCde  in  the  parifli. 


Villages  and  ManufaSures.^"^^  A  village  is  begun  at  New 
PitlligOy  which^  if  proper  inducements  be  held  out^  may  pro- 
bably 


of  Tyrie.  14JC 

baUy  in  a  i^w  years>  under  the  aufpices  of  its  patriotic  and 
benevolent  lan#ord|  rival  the  mod  flourifhing  villages  in 
Buchan*  Above  L«  1000  fterling  has  been  expended  upon  a 
bleachficld,  which  is  f ami  (hed  with  excellent  machinery}  and 
every  neceflary  convenience.  From  1 31902  to  15)733  yards 
of  cloth,  and  from  514  to  564  fpindksof  yam,  have  been  an- 
nually bleached  here.  The  tackfman  pays  L.  30 /^r  ann.  for 
that  field,  is  capable  and  attentive,  but  has  no  capital.  A 
bleadiing  company,  with  a  competent  capital,  might  do  great 
things.  As  new  Pitfligo  is  about  5  miles  from  the  parochial 
fchool,  a  fchoolmafter  is  (lationed  there,  with  a  falary  of  L.  6 
from  the  Society  for  ptopagating  Chriftian  knowledge,  and 
L.  6  from  Sir  William  Forbes.  The  weavers  fettled  in  this 
village  acknowledge,  that  they  can  afford  to  weave  a  halfpen- 
ny per  yard  ac  leaft,  cheaper  than  the  weavers  in  any  of  the 
towns. 

Produce,  Exports,  J?^/i/.— The  pari(h  can* fupply  itfelf  with 
mfeal,  malt,  butter,  cheefe,  beef,  mutton,  lamb,  poultry,  po« 
tatoes,  and  other  common  vegetables. The  principal  ex- 
ports are  meal,  cattle,  (heep,  hogs,  butter,  cheefe,  woo],  po- 
tatoes, and  fuel.  The  land-rent,  according  to  the 
moft  exa£l  rental  that  can  be  obtained,  amounts  to  L.  870 
fterllng.  Were  the  people  encouraged  to  improve  the  uncul- 
tivated grounds,  the  rem  to  the  proprietors  might  arife  to  a 
much  greater  amount.  Bui  the  tenants  muft  iirft  be  put  in 
cafy  circumftances^  and  have  longer  leafcs,  before  they  can 
aflbrd  an  adequate  value  for  the  lands  they  occupy*. 

Silp^nJ, 

*  The  names  of  mtny  places  are  faid  to  be  ietircd  from  the  Celtic,  as 
TlUemMmoltf  the  weather's  pan ;  BaltiamoaMf  the  town  in  the  moTs ;  Caimy 
tmkimgt  the  caim  of  memory;  BeymtOU^  the  whey  of  the  mtlki  Tarmair^  Skel-- 

U 
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Stipend^  Churchy  Po^r.^^The  livings  including  the  gkbtff 
is  about  L.  78  fterling.  Lord  Ssdtoun  i»  patron.*— —There  is 
no  date  upon  the  churchy  nor  has  the  age  of  it  ^n  found  in 
any  record.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  about  the  year 
1004,  when  the  Thane  of  Buchan  routed  the  Danilh  army 
upon  the  neighbouring  hills ;  which,  from  a  chieftain  who 
was  killed^  ftill  retain  the  name  of  Sinclair.  It  was  built  (as 
tradition  fays)  for  a  chapel  to  the  religious  houfe  which  once 
ftood  in  its  vicinity,  and  had  an  aifle  joined  to  it  when  it  bev 
came  a  parifti  church*  This  church  was  formerly  well  known  by 
the  name  of  The  White  Kirk  of  Buchan  ;  and  a  celebrated  mo 
.  dern  hillorian  (Dr  Henry)  mentions,  that  a  queen  once  propof- 
ed  to  vifit  this  facred  edifice.  The  oldeft  date  legible  upon  any 
of  the  antient  pews,  is  1 596*  The  old  walls  are  built  with 
run*lime,  which»  by  reafon  of  its  age,  is  now  liker  aihes  than 
lime.  The  weft  end  was  rebuilt  in  the  year  17 10,  and  the 
eaft  end  was  repaired  in  1773.  A  few  aged  trees,  near  the 
ehttT<^h|  make  an  agreeabiS  appearance  *. 

The  poor's  funds  are  made  up  of  the  money  colledled  on 
the  Lord's  days,  and  at  the  Sacrament,  with  fometimes  a 
fmall  fine  for  fornication.  The  money  fo  coUe£ledy  amounts 
annually  to  about  L.  x  3  fterling,  unlefs  in  the  late  years  of 
fcarcity ;  and  the  money  diftributed  annually,  amounts  to  a* 
bout  L.  12  fterling.  In  the  years  1782,  1783,  and  1784,  the 
colle£tions  were  L«  15  fterling  lefs  than  the  fums  diftributed. 
This  deficiency,  and  a  few  bad  debts,  reduced  the  ftock  from 

L«€k> 

*  There  are  many  tumuli  in  tlut  pariih  and  nei^bonrkood.  Some  hate 
\ittik  Qpened,  and  foynd  to  contain  coffins  of  gray  flag*ftoncs,  fet  on  their  edges^ 
iidcs,  and  ends,  and  covered  above  with  the  iame  (brt  of  fioncs.  In  tbcTo 
Coffins  were  human  bones.  The  ground  was  a  little  raifed,  with  a  mixturo  of 
earth,  and  fmall  ftoncs.  Upoa  what  occaiion  peo^k  wire  buried  there,  in 
thai  mannrr,  it  not  known* 
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Ij.  <So  to  lefs  than  L.  40  fterling.  The  number  of  poor  on  the 
roll  in  1783,  was  from  28  to  34  \  the  number  prefently  on  the 
roll  18  1 5;  of  which  3  are  natives,  5  have  refided  for  fome  years, 
and  7  for  a  few  years*  The  number  has  never  been  fo  fmall  fince 
1781,  and  the  (lock,  by  faving  in  good  years  has  got  up  to 
about  L.  50  fterling.  Mod  of  the  above  15  have  been  redu* 
ced  CO  poverty  by  old  age  and  difteropers.  Three  diftributions 
are  made  in  the  year ;  and  fome  paupers  receive  almoft  every 
week,  according  to  their  nece(Bties«— *Sir  William  Forbes 
caufes  meal  be  given  weekly  from  his  granary,  gratis^  to  eve- 
ry poor  perfon  in  his  eftatCi  which  enables  the  church-feflion 
to  beftow  more  on  chofe  in  the  other  eftates ;  and  there  is  on- 
ly one  common  beggar  in  the  pari(h,  who,  being  of  a  wander- 
ing difpofition,  will  not  (lay  at  his  home.  The  fuperabundance 
of  fine  fuel  induces  old  infirm  people  to  take  up  their  refidence 
near  the  mofles.  In  a  few  years  the  poor's  box  muft  main- 
tain  them,  and  pay  nurfes  to  take  care  of  them,  and  when 
they  die  muft  defray  the  expence  of  their  interments.  When 
a  perfon  is  put  upon  the  poor's  roll,  and  cxpofcd  in  the  num- 
ber of  paupers,  he  often  lofes  the  fenfe  of  (hame,  becomes 
mean-fpirited,  greedy,  and  the  companion  of  mendicants. 
A  difcretionary  power  (Iiould  be  given  to  fome  proper  perfon 
in  every  parifli,  to  beftow  charity,  in  fuch  a  private  manner, 
as  never  to  be  heard  of  *• 

Improvements* 

*  The  antient  price  of  i  lb.  of  beef  was  from  id.  to  zd.  halfpenny;  the 
pffcfeat,  ifom  ad.  halfpenny  to  4d.  Veal,  mutton,  lamb,  pork,  are  much  a^ 
boot  the  ftme  price.  The  price  of  a  hen,  abont  40  years  ago,  was  from  ad* 
halfpenny  to  4d.  the  ptefcnt,  from  6d.  to  8d.  The  price  of  14  eggs  was  id. 
the  preient  price  is  from  3d.  to  4d.  for  la  eggs.  '  Butter  was,  abont  40  years 
ago,  ffXMB  ad.  halQicnny  to  3d.  halfpenny  per  lb.  of  ao  ounces  Dutch  weight: 
tt  now  gives  from  6d.  to  7d.  Barley  meal  is  from  $d,  to  7d.  per  peck  ;  oat- 
fflfil  fron^  7^  fo  xod«  flour  from  I4d.  to  iSd.  per  peck.— ^  man-fervant*< 

wages. 
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iii5f>irwiwf/Af/.-»— About  :^o  years  ago,  a  gresit  part  of  the 
lands  in  this  parifh  lay  in  thejr  natural  uncultivated  ftat^,  and 
fuch  of  them  as  were  in  culture  produced  poor  (tarred  crops. 
The  tenants  were  in  poor  circumftances,  the  rents  low,  the 
farm  houfes  contemptible.  The  communication  from  place 
to  place  was  along  paths  which  were  to  be  known  by  the  foot* 
fteps  of  beads  that  pafled  through  them.  No  tumips,  pota- 
toes, or  cabbages,  unlefs  a  few  of  the  latter  in  fome  gardens ; 
and  a  great  degree  of  poverty,  indolence,  and  meannefs  of  fpi- 
rit,  among  the  great  body  of  the  people.  The  appearance  of 
the  people,  and  their  mode  of  thinking  anA  aAing,  were  but 
mean  and  indelicate ;  their  peats  were  brought  home  in  creels  \ 
the  few  things  the  farmer  had  to  fell  were  carried  to  market* 
upon  the  backs  of  borfes ;  and  their  dunghills  were  har^l  by 
their  doors.  What  has  been  done  for  promoting  the  induftry, 
profperity,  and  happincfs  of  this  parifli  and  neighbourhood^ 
muft  reflect  great  honour  to  the  memory  of  th^ate  Alexander 
Frafcr  of  Strichen,  one  of  the  fcnators  of  the  College  of  Juf- 
tice.  He  firft  introduced  improvements;  gave  lime  to  his  te- 
siTiRts,  gratis^  and,  in  fpite  of  their  prejudices,  prevailed  with 
them  to  ufe  it  as  a  manure }  brought  ikilful  men  from  the 
fouth  country,  who  taught  them  ho^to  fow  grafs  feeds,  and 
raife  turnips,  cabbages,  and  potatoes  in  the  fields.  .>He  gave 
them  leafes,  during  their  lives,  at  a  reafonable  rate  ;  and  did 
not  think  his  interefl  hurt  when  he  faw  his  tenants  enjoying 

the 

wages,  about  40  years  ago,  were  about  L.  2  or  L.  a :  5  (lerling  /er  immm^  now 
from  L.5:xotoL.Q(lerting/^aiMa(iii.A  woman  fervant's  were  thcnX.i  orL.x:t 
fterUog ;  now  from  L.  2  :  2  to  L. »  :  5  /«r  tutnmm,  A  day-Ubourer  then  got  6d. 
per  day,  now  9d.  and  when  cntting  corn  or  hay,  from  is.  to  xc.4d.-*a  wo- 
man in  com  or  hay  barbell,  or  peat  mire,  lod.  a  mafon,  from  Xs.  4d.  to 
t».  6d.  per  day ;  a  carpenter,  is.  and  a  taylor,  8d.  Handycraftimea  are  all 
well  employed ;  and  day4abourers  are  in  fo  great  requeft,  t}i^t  turnip  fields 
.are  ibmctimcs  in  danger  of  being  loll  for  want  of  hoeing  in  dne  feaToou 
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the  comforts  of  life ;  nor  did  he  treat  them  like  cattle^  as 
occafions  offered.  The  good  efk&s  of  thefe  encouragements 
are,  extenGve  fields  regularly  laid  out,  fine  ftone  fences,  good 
houfes  built  with  ftone  and  lime,  excellent  crops  of  turnips, 
fown  grafs,  and  almoft  all  forts  of  grain,  ftocks  of  cattle^ 
full  corn  yards,  and  every  where  the  appeax^ance  of  plenty. 
Hay,  formerly  unknown,  is  now  plenty.  Commerce  and 
manufafbires  begin  to  thrive ;  much  money  is  brought  in* 
to  the  parifh  for  yarn  and  linen,  made  out  of  flax  raifed  in 
it ;  and  all  ranks  of  people  are  more  induftrious  and  more 

healthy  than  formerly. Providence  hath  raifed  up  another 

friend  to  the  people,  and  encouragcr  of  improvements,  ia 
Sir  William  Forbes.  To  fee  what  improvements  can  do,  look 
St  his  farm  of  Tillenamok ;  there  may  be  feen  good  crops  of 
fown  grafs,  grain,  and  turnip,  upon  about  30  or  40  acres  of 
moor,  formerly  not  worth  2d.  the  acre.  Is  it  not  deplorablCf 
that  many  hundred  acres  in  this  parifli  (hould  produce  nothing 
but  heath,  not  from  barrennefs,  but  from  indolence  ?  that 
wafte  land  of  a  good  quality  ihould  abound  in  many  places^ 
which  fome  (kill  and  proper  induftry  would  fertilize  ? 

Mifcellaneous  iS/marij.— .^Several  young  men,  at  different 
periods,  have  become  failors  and  foldiers.  Some,  encoura* 
ged  by  people  abour  Glafgow,  have  migrated  to  North  Ameri« 
ca,  where  they  have  fettled,  and  fent  home  money  to  their 
aged  parents.  By  comparing  (in  their  letters)  their  prefent 
with  their  former  condition  in  this  country,  they  have  done 
much  to  excite  others  to  follow  their  example*  Such  exam« 
pies,  and  fome  late  publications,  may  do  much  hurt,  unlefs 
feafonably  prevented.  America  is  reprefented  to  be  a  wholc' 
fome  and  pleafant  country,  where  the  people,  enjoying  the 
rights  of  freemen,  have  a  vote  in  the  eledtion  of  their  legifla^ 
tors,  pallors,  and  magiftrates :  a  country  provided  by  divine 

Vol.  VI.  T  providence^ 
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pyrpvidence,  to  aflbrd  a  c^mfoitabk  habtCatio&  to  tfaofe  wha 
are  ill  ttfed  at  home ;  where  the  land  is  good  io  its  qvaSkj, 
^capf  and  graluitonily  beftowed }  and  the  paflage  to  it  unes* 
p^kfive,  and  made  in  a  few  weeks.  As  migratioa  is  begun  ia 
this  lowland  country,  fomething  (hould  be  done  to  put  a  (lop 
to  its  progrefs :  fometbing  more  effe&oal  than  giving  presu- 
urns  to  pipers  \ 

A  great  national  fund  may  be  raifed  for  patriotic  purpofes, 
without  making  heritors  one  farthing  poorer.  Let  the  numejr 
be  fo  applied  that  is  thrown  away  upon  cards»  playSy  race-hor- 
fes»  hounds,  bails,  and  concerts  i  and  thoufands  yet  unboiA 
may  have  rcafon  to  blefs  them^  great  fortunes  may  be  provid* 
ed  for  tibeir  pdierity ;  and,  when  talents  are  to  be  account- 
ed for,  they  may  be  better  enabkd  to  give  in  their  accounts 
^ith  a  gopd  grace. 

The  fubtenants  are  not  contented  with  their  fituatioo  and 
circumftances.  A  houfeholder,  who  can  be  removed  on  fia 
weeks  warning,  and  does  not  know  where  to  find  another 
houfe,  as  frequently  happens,  is  really  in  a  difagfceable  fitu»» 
tion.  The  fubtenants  muft  vrork  three  days  annually  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  eftate,  who  likewife  exa£ls  one  hen  from  eve- 
vg  houfeholder.  Thefe  days  ftill  retain  the  flavifh  name  of 
bondage  days.  The  hulbands  muft  ferve  their  mafters  in  mofa 
and  harveft  time,  while  their  own  corns  are  cut  down  by  their 
wives ;  and  they  muft  at  no  time  work  to  other  people  if  their 
mafters  have  any  fcrvice  for  them*  By  diis  treatment,  thej 
are  difpirited  and  deterred  from  improving  their  grounds  ;  and 

young  men  are  difcouraged  from  marrying* Sir  William 

I'orbcs  has  made  the  fubtenants  in  his  eftate  independent  on 
their  former  mafters;  and  another  heritor,  for  fome  years 
paft,  has  not  exa£ked  their  bondage  work.— —The  conditioa 
of  the  people  may  be  meliorated  by  the  following  means :— • 
lft.  By  incre«&Ag  the  nuqpiber  of  &rms.  As  opulent  fanners 
^  *  oftea 


«feM  <xert  thcmfdfeft  to  get  other  £MNtH  aMeked  to  tieSt 
own,  there  U  ibme  caufc  to  £ear  t^e  rtiidfertuntf  whi^  IJ^tiy 
cDmphnned  of,  when  he  fays,  that  large  fafftis  had  miAed  I«^ 
If,  and  now  even  the  provinces.  The  ^ve ients  hid  it  do«rA 
ao  a  maxkoi,  diat  the  fize  of  fanift  fliould  be  partiettTarly  a<^ 
tended  to,  fedng  that  it  ia  moft  advifeable  to  fovr  Bttle  and 
plough  weU. — A  batrea  fpot,  on  which  indoftry  is  excised  By 
means  within  the  reach  of  many,  will  foon  be  cultiyated  by 
the  conftant  labours  of  the  many.  As  on  large  farms  few  of 
the  fenrants  are  in  fuch  eafy  circumftances  as  to  be  induced  to 
marry,  a  want  of  bands  muft  be  foon  felt  \  and  this  want  is  at 
the;  prefent  time  fevercly  fek  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Small 
farms  being  within  the  reach  of  many,  are  a  temptation  to 
many  to  fettle,  to  encreafe  and  multiply.  If  confiderable 
owners  of  land  could  be  induced  to  divide  large  farms  among 
a  number  of  induftrious  hulbandmen,  the  wafte  lands  would 
be  improved,  the  rents  greatly  augmented,  and  the  number 
of  induftrious  people  greatly  increafed.  A  divifion  of  large 
farms  is  very  pradicable  in  this  pariQi,  becaufe  it  contains  fuch 
large  mofles  as  never  could  be  exhaufted,  great  quantities  of 
very  improveable  ground,  and  has  plenty  of  good  lime  in  its 
neighbourhood,  ad,  By  rearing  up  chearful  villages,  and 
giving  advantageous  feus  to  manufaAurers.— A  noble  mind 
will  find  unfpeakable  plcafure  to  obferve  many  hundreds  of 
free  induftrious  people  thriving  and  happy,  every  one  in  his 
own  houfe ;  and  to  ad  fuch  a  part  on  the  ftage  of  life,  as  that 
the  two  following  lines  of  Virgil  might,  without  much  impro- 
priety, be  infcribed  on  his  graveftone : 

Fsxif  et  quern  dederat  curfum  fortuna  feregi  ; 

Urbem  prMclaram  Jtatui ;  mea  mmnta  vidu 
Such  a  one  would  be  happier  in  this  than  in  having  figned  an 
entail  of  a  vaft  eftate,  though  abfolutely  afliircd  of  legitimate 
and  undegenerate  hctn— — -This  pariib  contains  many  fpots 

T  a  o£ 
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of  ground  thtt  would  be  excellent  fites  of  ehearful  Tilkg^ 
They  have  not  only  all  the  above  mentioned  conreniences, 
but  alfo  abundance  of  fine  moorftones  for  buildingy  and  arc 
not  hx  diftant  from  fea-ports.  Upon  the  wholci  howerer, 
the  pariih  of  Tyrie,  upon  account  of  its  Ctuation^  extent,  and 
natural  advantages,  may,  in  procefs  of  time,  become  one  of 
the  moft  populous  and  confiderable  pariflies  in  Buchan. 
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p  A  R I  s  H  o  r  D  u  L  i;.. 

(PRXSBTTERT  OF  DUNKELD,  SYNOD  OF  PERTR  AMD* 
STIRLING,  COUNTY  OF  PERTH.) 

Sj  tti  Sto.  Mr.  Archibald  Memzies. 


Name,  Extent,  l^c. 

DULL,  or  Dail,  in  the  Celtic  language,  (which  is  uni- 
formly  fpoken  here),  fignifies  a  haugh  or  plain,  and 
diis  name  appears  to  have  been  aflumed  to  the  parifh  from  the 
local  fituation  of  the  haugh  or  plain  of  Appin,  in  which  the 
church  ftands.  The  extent  of  the  parifh  is  very  conGderable, 
and  its  form  is  very  irregular.  Indeed  there  is  this  peculiarity 
in  all  the  parifhes  in  the  braes  of  Perthfhire,  that  they  are  in> 
Cerfe£led  with  one  another  in  fuch  a  manner  that  one  cannot 
defcribe  their  exzCt  form.  The  length  of  Dull,  from  S.  to  N. 
28  30  miles,  and  its  breath  12.  It  is  divided  into  five  diftrids. 
I.  The  diftri£i  of  Appin,  in  which  the  parifh  church  ftands. 
3.  The  diitri£l  of  GrandtuUy,  where  there  is  a  chapel,  in 
which  the  minifter  preaches  occafionally,  6  miles  from  his 
church.  3.  The  diftridl  of  Amulrie,  12  miles  diftant  from 
Appin,  in  which  is  a  miflionary  fupported  by  the  committee 
for  managing  the  royal  bounty.    4.  The  diftriA  of  Fofs,  8 

miles 
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miles  from  tbe  cfattrch ;  here  is  a  chapel  in  which  the  milEoiw 
«ry  of  Rannoch  preaches  erery  third  Sunday.  And,  5«  Tbe 
ii^nBi  of  Fincaftlr^  15  miles  firom  Appia,  to  which  the  mimf* 
ter  travels  acrofs  very  high  hills  three  or  four  tiroes  a  year. 

There  are  various  kinds  of  foil,  as  may  be  reafonably  ex* 
pe£led,  in  fiich  an  ctfenfire  tnfk  of  country.  Hw  divifion 
of  Appin  is  fi^t  c  part  of  the  foil  is  thick,  but  by  much  the 
gnaier  part  19  thin  asd  gnvrellKb.  It  fcems  that  the  river  Tty 
had  occafionally  alteccd  its  bed»  and  coafe^ieotly  carried  a- 
way  the  earth,  and  left  much  fand  and  gravel.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  hill,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  pariih  is  a  com 
country.  In  the  higher  tra£b  the  arable  ground  is  exceeding 
good,  and  yields  great  crops,  although  they  are  feldom  fertile, 
being  very  late  in  ripening.  In  this  diftricl  the  grain  is  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality ;  and,  in  general,  harveft  here  is  as  eariy  as  it  is 
in  Mid  Lothian* 

Laht^  Rivers^  C^'*^.— There  are  no  lefs  than  15  lakes  ixk 
the  parifli.  In  all  of  them  are  to  be  found  pike>  trout,  and  cel« 
Pike,  which  weighed  upwards  of  30  Ibst  have  frequently  been, 
caught  in  Loch-Tumble.  There  are  feveral  rivers,  but  none 
of  them  confiderable,  except  the  Tay  and  the  Tumble.  The  fak 
mon  of  the  former  is  of  an  excellent  quality^  and  the  little  of  it 
which  is  fold  in  the  county  fells  at  6d.  per  lb.  during  the  fpring 
feafon,  and  about  3d.  in  fummer :  little,  however,  is  fold  in. 
the  pariih,  as  the  iaimon  are  chiefly  fent  to  Perth,  and  from 
thence  conveyed  to  the  London  Market.— —Tbe  banks  of  the 
Tay  have  a  great  tendency  to  oak*wood.  There  are  alfo  very 
large  birch  trees  in  the  parifli* 

Hirfes^  Cawif  and  S^^»—- There  are  1500  horfes,  5000 
cows,  and  24,000  (beep  in  the  parifli*  Little  care  has  been 
hitherto  taken  to  improve  the  wool,  the  particular  attention  of 

proprietors 


jvopfieGDO  and  fiurmers  hiTing  been  direfted  to  incteafe  the 
fisc  of  the  (beep*  White  wool  feOs  at  73.  6d«  snd  wool  laid 
vith  tar,  at  5s.  or  51.  &1.  per  fione. 

P^pmtatim  and  ZHftmpert.^^-^It  wovid  feem  that  this  parifli 
was  more  populous  about  50  years  ago  dian  it  is  at  prefisnt* 
The  return  to  Dt  Webfter,  ia  1755,  was  4897  foub* :  the 
Bumber  of  inhabitants,  as  appears  from  an  eza£l  lift  of  diem, 
recently  taken,  now  amounts  to  4676.  The  reafons  for  tha 
decreafe  appear  to  be,  that  fome  of  the  proprietors  have  ex« 
tended  their  own  farms,  and  that  it  was  confidered  more  bene- 
ficial for  the  farmers,  that  there  fliould  be  no  farm  lefs  than  a 
ploughgate*^  In  this  part  of  the  country  it  was  nfual  to  halve, 
and  even  to  quarter  a  fmall  farm,  fo  that,  perhaps,  three  or 
lour  familiea  lived  where  only  one  now  lives.  In  the  higher 
parts  of  the  country,  fliecp  farms  have  alfo  been  united.— The 
annual  average  of  births,  for  10  years  back,  amounts  to  80  ; 
but  aa  many  of  the  children,  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the 
parifli,  are  baptifed  by  the  itinerant  minifters,  there  is  reafon 
lo  (ufyeSt  diat  many  names  are  never  inferted  in  the  parochial 
lecords.  The  average  number  of  marriages  is  40 :  number 
of  bttriak  cannot  be  afcertained,  as  there  is  a  burial  place  in 

each  diftriA ;  no  regifter  of  burials  is  kept There  is  i  fur* 

geon,  and  1  family  of  Roman  Catholics  in  the  parifli — Rheuma^ 
tifm  and  pleurifies  are  the  moft  prevalent  diftempers:  they  feem 
to  proceed  from  the  dampnefs  of  their  houfes,  which  in  gene* 
ral  are  very  bad.  Inoculation  for  the  fmall-poz  has  been  very 
common  in  this  diftrid,  and  its  good  effe&s  are  clearly  feen.    . 

Rffit,  Produce,  {^r.— ^The  valued  rent  of  the  parifh  ia 
L.4898  :3  Scotch :  the  real  rent  is  at  Icaft  £.4500  fterling. 

The 

*  Accordtog  to  another  report,  the  number  in  1755  was  574S  Canix 
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The  rent  of  lands,  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  parifli,  is  from 
ioS.  to  15s.  per  acre:  die  hillgronnds^  in  general,  are  giren 
in  addition.  But,  in  the  higher  part  of  the  country,  where 
much  attention  is  paid  to  (hcep,  a  farm  is  rented  by  the  lump« 
— ^There  are  17  heritors  in  the  parifh,  of  which  number  only 
6  conftantly  refide  in  it. 

The  principal  crops  are,  oats,  Chefter*bear,  peafe,  and  po- 
tatoes. Much  attention  is  paid  to  the  rai6ng  of  the  latter  :  the 
inhabitants  fubfift  on  them  about  9  months  in  the  year ;  and 
not  a  little  is  employed  in  feeding  cows,  borfes,  and  fwine. 
To  this  valuable  root,  and  to  the  raifing  of  flax,  this  country 
is  particularly  indebted.  In  general,  all  the  farmers  here  raife 
and  fpin  what  flax  is  fufficient  to  pay  their  money  rents,  be- 
fides  all  their  other  fmaller  accounts.  There  is  probably  3000 
ftone  of  flax  annually  raifed  in  the  pariih.  Turnips  fucceed 
well  here  %  and,  within  thefe  few  years,  confidcrable  progreft 
has  been  made  in  ufing  them.  With  a  few  exceptions,  almoft 
every  farmer,  in  the  Appin  diftri£l  of  the  pari(h,  allots  a  fmall 
portion  of  his  land  to  them :  to  this  they  are  chiefly  led  by  find- 
ing that  grafs  feeds  thrive  better  after  them  than  by  any  other 
preparation  of  the  ground.  The  common  way  is  to  fow  them 
in  drills,  although  it  has  alfo  been  found,  that  they  anfwer  ve* 
ry  well,  in  the  broad  caft  method,  for  feeding  (beep.  Some 
experiments  have  been  made  in  this  neighbourhood  to  pafture 
lambs  upon  them,  during  the  moilths  of  0£lober  and  Novem- 
ber, as  a  prefervative  againft  the  difeafe  called  the  Btoy.  It 
is  uncertain  whether  the  defired  obje£l  is  attained  by  turnips, 
but  this  much  is  certain,  that  great  advantage  is  gained  by  it. 
Oats  are  fown  from  the  lOth  of  April  to  the  beginning  of  May; 
and  bear  from  the  15th  of  May  to  the  9th  of  June. 

The  price  of  grain  is  various.  The  average  converfion  is  a* 
bout  15s.  the  boll,  Linlithgow  meafure.    What  grain  can  be 

fpared 
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fpared  has  a  ready  market  among  Ae  inhabitants  of  the  hill 
country. 

i^f«r/—— There  is  a  great  fcarcity  of  fuel  here.  Peats  are 
bad,  fcarce,  and  at  a  great  diftance.  No  trials  for  coal  have 
yet  been  made  in  the  parifli.  It  b  much  to  be  wiihed,  that 
fome  exertions  were  ufed  to  difcover  whether  coals  can  be 
found  in  this  part.  If  the .  experiments  prove  fuccefsful,  it 
would  be  a  rich  treafure  to  the  proprietors,  and  a  vaft  advan- 
tage to  the  country  at  large  *• 

Beckfiafiic^  State^  School^  P$or. ^The  money  ftipend  is 

L.  30 : 5 : 4.  The  vidual  ftipend,  67  bolls  and  3  firlots,  Lin- 
lithgow meafure.  Of  this  laft,  32  bolls  are  payable  half  oat- 
meal, half  bariey ;  and  the  remainder  is  paid  from  the  priory 
of  St  Andrews,  50  miles  diftant.  The  glebe  confifts  of  1 1  a* 
cres.    The  king  is  patron.  It  would  be  improper  hcre^ 

to  pafs  over  in  filence,  the<praife  which  is  due  to  the  Society 
for  Propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge.  In  this  parifli,  4  of 
their  (chools  are  eftabliflied }  and  here  their  labour  has  not 
been  in  vain.  At  thefe  fchools»  about  4oo2children  are  taught 
to  read,  write,  and  underftand  the  common  rules  of  arithme- 
tic. Much  attention  is  paid  to  their  religious  inftru£lion ;  and 
every  violation  of  moral  re£litude  is  punifhed  with  the  utmoft 
feverity.  By  thefe  means,  good  principles  are  inftUled  into 
the  minds  of  the  children  in  their  infant  years.    To  this  lau- 

VoL.VI.  U  dable 

*  The  price  of  laboar  hat  lifea  much  within  thefe  few  years.  Farm  ierraiits 
eat  in  the  honfe.  The  wag^  allowed  a  man  who  can  plow,  low,  &c.  is  L.  6 
ftcffiaf,  tofet|ier  wHh  Ihoes  and  clothes :  he  is  allowed  4  pair  of  finale  (hoes, 
commonly  cakd  Br^guet^  %  pair  of  hofe,  4  yards  of  tartan  for  a  phellibeg,  and 
n  fliort  coat  and  Teft  of  fome  coarfe  kind  of  cloth.  A  woman  receives  L.  % 
fteriiog  for  the  year. 
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dablc  and  pious  inflitution,  the  rapid  progrefs  orimproyemeut 
in  the  Highlands  may  in  a  great  mcafurc  be  attributed.  There  is 
alfo  a  fchooli  fupported  by  the  heritors,  at  the  village  of  Dull, 
at  which  about  lOo  children  are  taught.  Suchaschufe,  may 
there  receive  the  benefit  of  claflical  learning :  hitherto  it  has 
been  fuperintcnded  by  men  who  received  a  liberal  education  ; 
but,  as  the  falary  is  only  L.  SoScptch,  and  the  perquifites  and 
fchool  fees  very  low,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  young  men  of  this 
defcription  will  not  confider  it  as  an  objeft  worth  their  atten- 
tion. 

The  number  of  poor  upon  the  roll,  in  the  whole  parifli,  is 
40.  What  money  is  expended  for  their  fupport  is  colleded  in 
the  church  on  Sundays,  which  annually  amounts  to  L.  24,  or 
thereabouts.  Particular  attention  is  paid  only  to  the  cafe  of 
fuch  as  are  bed-rid.  All  who  are  able  to  go  about  to  alk  chart- 
ty,  receive  very  little  from  the  parochial  funds.  It  muft  be 
confefled,  that  hitherto  this  part  of  our  conftitutioo  has  not 
been  fuiEciently  attended  to.  If  this,  however,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring pariflies,  were  to  fupport  their  own  poor,  there  is  good 
reafon  to  think,  that  both  parties  would  be  gainers  by  it :  the 
poor  would  be  better  provided  for ;  and  the  country  would 
not  be  infcfted  by  fo  many  ft^rdy  beggars  as  pour  in  upon  it 
from  the  north,  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Au* 
guft. 

Mififllaneous  Rtmarh. — The  roads,  upon  the  whole,  are  in 
tolerable  good  order.  Of  late,  a  great  deal  has  been  done  to 
improve  them,  and  much  ftill  remains  to  perform.  The  king's 
road  between  Stirling  and  Invcrnefs  paflcs  through  this  parifli. 
There  are  no  turnpikes.  The  country  roads  are  made  and 
kept  in  repair  by  the  ftatutc  work,  exacted  in  kind :  but  it  is 
to  be  wiflied  that  this  mode  were  altered,  and  that  the  occu- 
piers of  land  were  aflcfTed  in  a  moderate  fum  of  money-    By 
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laying  out  this  money  judicioaflyj  the  work  would  be  better 
done,  earlier  in  the  feafon^  and  to  a  far  greater  extent  *. 

The  people  are  fober,  regular,  and  induftrious:  they  are 
lively,  chearful,  and  given  to  hofpitality.  Crimes  are  dally 
becoming  more  rare.  Grofs  offenders  are  held  in  great  dif* 
grace.  A  notorious  drunkard  is  defpifed  in  chehigheft  degree* 
The  people  enjoy,  in  a  reafonable  degree,  the  comforts  and 
conveniencies  of  life ;  and,  in  general,  appear  happy  and  con-» 
tented  with  their  condition.  Their  condition^  however,  migfit 
be  meliorated  if  proprietors  would  grant  them  ieafes  of  their 
farms.  All  of  them  are  tenants  that  may  be  removed  at  the  pro- 
prietors will.  It  has  been  faid,  that  they  would  become  indo- 
lent if  Ieafes  were  granted  to  them  ;  but  experience  Ihews  that 
this  objedion  is  ill-founded. 


*  There  are  many  Droidical  temples  in  the  parifh.  A  very  great  nnmber 
of  old  ca(Ues,  many  of  them  like  watch  tovvers.  There  is  m  one  gleo  no  Icfs 
than  the  ruins  of  15  of  them.  It  is  called  Fincadlc,  or  Fomubaifleai^  the  Land 
of  Caftlcs. 

All  the  names  of  places  are  apparently  Celtic.  Kynnachan,  this  place  is 
dofe  by  the  old  fored  of  Shichallin ;  here  the  gentlemen  were  in  ufe  to  aflem- 
ble  for  the  chafe,  and  to  uncouple  their  hounds ;  hence,  the  etymology  appears 
to  be  CnMJuamh  mom  ew^  **  the  meeting  of  Dogs.**  Slnerffafi^  '<  always  run- 
*'  ning  clear,"  from  the  rapidity  of  the  river  Carrie,  wliich  Hows  clofe  by  it. 
DuHtaulich^  "  the  caftlc  of  Tumble.** 
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NUMBER     XXI* 
PARISH     OF     HUMBIE. 

(county  and   PRESBTTSRT   of   HADDINCTOKy   SY- 
NOD  OF   LOTHIAN    AND  TWSZDDALX.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henrt  Sangster. 


Name  and  Eiettfit* 
npHIS  parifli  was  formed,  foon  after  the  Reformation^  bj 
"^  the  jun^iion  of  the  pariflics  of  Keith  and  Humbie.  In 
the  end  of  the  laft  century,  the  parifii  of  Keith  was  called  Keith 
Symmons,  and  that  of  Humbie,  Keith  Hundeley.  The  origin 
of  the  name  of  Humbie,  which  they  bear  fince  their  annexa- 
tion, is  unknown  9  and  has  probably  arifen,  as  in  other  cafes» 
from  fome  frivolous  circumftance.— —  Ic  is  nearly  iu  the  form 
of  a  fquare  of  6  miles,  but  is  interfe£lcd  by  the  pariih  of 
Fala. 

Population.'-^The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter,  in  1755,  was  570 
fouls  i  at  prefent,  there  are  676  in  this  pariih.  From  the  re- 
gifter  of  births,  taking  at  an  average  of  10  years,  at  any  period, 
it  appears  that  the  population  has  not  decreafed  during  the  laft 
60  years.  In  a  diftrift  like  this,  where  the  fole  occuparion  of 
the  inhabitants  has  always  been  agriculturei  the  numbers  muft 
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be  nearly  ftationary.  Indeed  the  improvement  of  %  horfes  io- 
(tead  of  4  in  a  plough,  which  was  introduced  in  the  year 
1768,  evidently  leflened  the  number  of  farm  fervants;  but 
this  cStfk  of  it  feems  to  have  been  countera&ed,  by  the  addi« 
tional  work  occafioned  by  the  preferable  modes  of  agriculture^ 
and  particularly  that  of  raifing  turnips,  which  commenced  es« 
a£Uy  at  the  fame  period :  for  upon  one  large  farm,  on  whidi 
about  100  acres  of  turnips  are  raifcd  annually,  the  numbers 
are  encreafed,  and  more  ftiU  could  find  employment. 

There  are  7  heritors,  4  of  whom  reGde :  10  farmers ;  1  inn- 
keeper :  3  weavers ;  5  fmiths  \  4  carpenters ;  4  taylors ;  i 
baker  \  1  (boemaker ;  i  dyer.  The  other  inhabitants  are  em- 
ployed in  the.difierent  operations  of  hufbandry. 

S0J/,  Agriculture^  (5fc.— ^The  high  grounds,  lying  be- 
tween Soutrahill  and  Lammerlaw,  are  adapted  for  the  paftuie 
cf  the  common  Scotch  fheep.  Attempts  have  been  made  to 
raife  crops  of  com  upon  fome  parts  of  them,  where  the  foil  is 
naturally  good  \  but,  though  (kill  and  induftry  have  occafioa- 
ally  fucceeded,  the  expence,  ezpofure,  and  climate,  point  out 
the  pafturing  of  them  to  be  the  moft  profitable  fyftem.— The 
foil  of  the  pariih,  in  general,  is  various :  in  fome  parts,  a  thia 
wet  clayi  in  others,  mofly.  A  great  deal  of  it,  however,  is 
fit  for  raifing  turnips  or  grain ;  and,  wherever  it  is  favourable 
for  thefe  crops,  it  is  cultivated  generally  with  great  attentioa 
apd  ability.  The  favourite  rotation  of  crops  is,  turnips,  bar- 
ley or  oats,  clover,  oats,  which' is  certainly  the  beft  that  is  at 
prefent  in  prafiice ;  though,  were  the  climate  earlier,  an 
improvement  might  be  made  upon  it  by  introducing  wheat 
after  turnips*  Several  thoufand  bolls  of  oats,  and  fome  hun- 
dred bolls  of  wheat  and  barley,  are  fent  annually  to  mar- 
ket* Great  attention  has  been  givoi  to  the  rearing  of  (heep^ 
and  the  fuccefs  has  been  proportional.    It  is  from  this  pariih 

that 


158  Stati/lical  Account 

that  the  Edinburgh  market  has,  of  lace  years^  been  fupplied 
with  the  firft  early  lambs  \  one  farmer  having  fent  to  it  annu« 
ally  10O9  at  a  guinea  each.  The  ewes  from  which  they  are 
obtained  are  of  the  Cowley  breed.  They  are  kept  till  they 
are  old^  and  are  well  fed  through  the  year.  By  a  fimilar  ma- 
nagement, Iambs  may  be  had  as  early  as  they  are  wanted,  andj 
perhaps,  from  any  breed  of  (heep ;  but  it  will  be  neceflary,  for 
that  purpofe,  that  the  ewes  and  lambs  be  kept  as  warm  as  pof* 
fible  in  a'  houfe  pt  died,  the  ewes  being  fed  with  turnips 
and  with  oats  daily,  at  the  rate  of  a  peck  to  20  of  them. 
This  method  of  obtaining  early  lambs  is  reckoned  preferable 
to  that  which,  it  is  faid,  is  followed  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  of 
heating  the  ewes  in  a  barn,  or  any  inclofed  place. 

Only  3  farmers  in  this  pariih  are  fubje£led,  by  their  leafes, 
to  pay  kain-fowls.  Thirlage  carriages  and  kain  were  in  ufe 
x6  years  ago :  but  the  prefent  tenants,  when  offering  for  their 
farms,  infifted  for  an  exemption  from  them  $  and,  as  they  al- 
lowed more  in  their  propofals  than  an  equivalent  for  it,  the  al- 
teration has  been  attended  with  no  lofs  to  the  proprietors,  and 
allows  the  tenants  to  proceed  in  their  operations  without  being 
expofed  to  the  hurtful  confequences  arifing  from  capricious  or 
ill-timed  interruptions. 

So  late  as  the  year  1770,  a  farm  of  the  tent  of  L.  70  was 
reckoned  a  large  one  \  now,  one  at  the  rent  of  L.  100  is  not 
deemed  fufficient  for  a  farmer  to^live  upon.  From  L.300 
to  L.  500  of  rent,  is  reckoned  a  moderate  Cze.  Should  this 
fpecttlation  be  progreflive,  of  whith  there  is  great  appearance 
at  prefent,  the  confequences  are  perhaps  not  uncertain.  It 
cannot  be  hurtful  to  the  condition  of  the  loweft  dafs  of  people, 
or,  confequently,  to  population ;  and  proprietors  will  receive 
a  great  encreafe  of  rent,  while  the  farmers,  who  have  (kill  and 
fpirit  for  fuch  increafed  undertakings,  will  be  as  amply  re- 
warded. Butj  by  this  melioration  of  their  eftates,  for  fuch 
3  they 
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they  feem  to  think  it,  by  throwing  com  farms  Into  the  Cze  of 
1m  1 000  a  year,  or  upwards,  proprietors  will  annihilate,  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  clafs  of  farmers ;  and  may  find  it  difficulty 
at  no  diftant  day,  to  get  perfons  pofTefled  of  (lock  and  abilities 
for  fuch  undertakings,  as  too  great  a  redu£lion  of  the  number  of 
fanners  muft  operate  as  powerfully,  as  the  diminutive  fize  of 
farms,  againft  a  fpirit  of  emulation  and  improvement* 

Roais^  Changes  of  Property^  Woodsy  {2f^.— Before  the  year 
1770,  the  roads  were  fo  bad,  that  in  many  places  they  were 
impaflable  In  winter;  and,  at  no  feafon  of  the  year,  could 
more  than  5  bolls  of  grain  be  fent  to  market  upon  a  two  horfe 
cart.  But,  in  confequence  of  an  AQ,  of  Parliament^  for  the 
county,  levying  aos.  from  every  ploughgate  of  land,  they  are 
now  In  fo  good  repair,  that  10  bolls  are  the  common  load*. 
They  were  made  more  eafdy,  however,  that  gravel  was  at  no 
great  diftance,  and  the  foil  admitted  of  their  being  formed  by 
the  plough.  For  the  purpofe  of  keeping  them  in  repair,  the 
tenants,  who  have  fields  of  fown  grafs  in  their  neighbourhood^ 
are  allowed  ad.  for  each  cart  load  of  ftones  which  they  gather 
upon  them,  and  are  befides  paid  for  the  carriage. 

Property  has  fluduated  much  in  this  parifli  of  late.  This 
has  been  the  cafe  with  none  more  than  the  barony  of  Keith ; 
which,  together  with  Inch-Keith  and  other  lands,  were  given, 
along  with  the  office  of  Hereditary  Great  Mariffial  of  Scot- 
land, by  King  Malcolm,  to  one  Robert,  as  a  reward  for  kill- 
ing;>  with  his  own  hand,  Camus  the  king  and  champion  of  the 
Danes,  at  the  battle  of  Barry,  in  the  year  1010.  From  thefe 
lands  Robert  took  the  firname  of  Keith,  and  they  remained  in 
the  pofleffion  of  the  family  till  they  were  fold  for  the  purpofe 
of  affiDrding  aid  to  General  Lcflie. 

Humbie  wood  confifts  of  about  300  acres  of  oak  and  birch  1 
and,  being  contiguous  to  Salton  wood,  prefents  a  beautiful 
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objed  to  a  traTeller,  when  the  LotUans  open  to  hia  Tiew, 
from  Soutrahill.  There  are  fome  wood-cocks  and  pheafantg 
in  iu  It  16  infefted  with  that  diftempefy  fo  pernicious  to  cat* 
tle»  called  the  Wood- ill,  or  Muir*ill;  the  eficAs  of  which 
may,  however,  be  certainly  prevented  by  caftor  oil,  or  any  o- 
ther  laxative.  The  grafs  glebe  is  not  free  from  this  diftemper, 
though  the  natural  wood,  with  which  it  was  covered,  has  been 
rooted  out  more  than  60  years  ago. 

This  diftri£l  is  well  fituated  with  regard  to  markets  for  com^ 
being  at  the  diftance  of  8  miles  from  Haddington,  and  of  9 
miles  from  Dalkieth,  the  only  ready  money  markets,  Edinburgh 
excepted,  in  Scotland.  The  advantages  of  fuch  markets  are 
numerous }  and,  proprietors  would  eflentially  promote  the  in- 
terefts  of  agriculture,  if  they  would  co-operate  with  the  farm- 
ers in  eftablilhing  them  wherever  it  can  be  done  *• 

Hint — The  valued  rent  is  L.  3991 : 3  : 4  Scotch :  die  real 
tent  about  L.  2700  ftcrling.  The  price  of  arable  land  is  from 
Tas«  to  30s.  per  acre.    The  practice  of  letting  farms,  by  pri* 

vate 

*  The  wmget  of  fenrants,  of  all  denoninttioiiti  hive  encreafcd  one-thifd 
dmingthc  l»ft  so  yean.  Day-bbourers  receirc  It.  Women,  boys,  aad  giris, 
when  hoeing  turnips,  6d.  per  day :  a  maid  ferrant  in  the  hooie,  i..  3  yearly ; 
a  young  man  capabk  for  managing  horfes,  L.  6.  The  whole  emolmnents  of 
a  married  farm  ferrant  amount  to  about  L.  14 ;  which,  with  the  earnings  of 
his  wife,  enable  him  to  rear  a  family  of  4  or  5  children ;  but,«during  this  pe- 
riod, the  whole  family  are  Tery  poorly  fed  indeed.  The  firft  relief  he  meets 
with  is  from  the  oldeft  of  his  children,  who  go  as  early  as  polCble  to  ierrice, 
and  give  him  whatever  they  can  fpare  for  bringing  up  their  younger  brothers 
and  fillers.  In  this  way  have  numerous  Itoilies  been  brought  up,  without 
the  kaft  aid  from  the  public  funds.  When  their  filial  exertions  are  no  longer 
ncceflary,  the  young  peopk  turn  their  attention  to  dreis.  The  higher  dais 
go  along  with  the  tafte  of  times ;  and,  to  fay  their  cxpences  hare  been  doubled 
within  the  laft  ao  years,  is  by  no  means  to  ovownite  then* 


4rate  offisrsy  has  been  generally  adopted  in  diis  parHh;  and,  in 
lome  inftanoeSf  needy  and  unflulful  perfons  were  preferred  far 
a  mere  trifle,  and  foon  became  infoWent.  TUs  mcxle  of 'let- 
ting farms  to  the  perfon  who  ofiers  moft^  provided  he  ftocfci 
his  famif  and  pays  the  firft  yeai^s  renti  is  unfavourable  to  a* 
pkulture.  The  private  intereft  of  proprietors,  and  the  good 
of  the  public,  point  out  the  amount  of  the  rem  to  be  an  infe- 
rior confideration  to  the  abilities  of  the  tenant :  for  it  is  only 
in  the  hands  of  fuch  perfons,  that  the  foil  can  be  made  produc- 
tive  i  and  from  them  alone,  when  in  drcumftances  moderate- 
ly  eafy,  are  improvements  to  be  ezpe£lcd :  nor  can  a  more  ef- 
ieOtaii  check  be  given  to  induftry  and  genius,  than  to  put  a 
farmer,  who,  by  his  attention  and  talents,  has  brought  his 
farm  to  a  high  ftate  of  improvement,  upon  a  level  with  an  un- 
known adventurer,  or  to  require  from  him,  at  the  expiry  ojF 
lus  leafe,  a  rife  of  rent  equal  to  the  extent  of  his  own  melio* 
.ration  of    the  foi 

MinerdSi  Itivert,  {^r.^There  feems  to  be  abundance  of 
iron-ore  in  many  places ;  and  there  are  appearances  of  coal. 
^-There  is  a  fpring  of  martial  acidulous  water,  which  was 
inuch  teforted  to,  6q  years  ago,  by  people  of  fafluon,  for  fcor^ 
btttic  diforders. 

There  are  3  brooks,  Birns-water,  Humbte-water,  and  Keith- 
water.  In  all  of  them  there  is  plenty  of  trout,  fome  of  which 
are  of  a  good  flavdur.  There  is  a  fall  and  a  quantity  pf  water 
upon  them  fufficient  for  machinery. 

In  the  lMgh«r  parts  of  the  parifh  the  air  is  (hatp  and  cold  i 
in  the  lower,  it  is  more  temperate*  JSoheathful,  upon  the 
whole,  is  die  climate,  that  cpidemicat  diftempers,  when  fome* 
times  prevailing  in  neighbouring  diilri£ls,  feldom,  and  then 
but  partially^  affe£t*the  inhabitants  of  this. .  Khcumalifpa  is 
the  diforder  with  which  the  loweft  (ili^s  of  people  are^diftref- 
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fed,  and  in  a  degree  not  lefs,  it  is  believed,  than  in  any  other 
part  of  Scotland.  It  is  occafioned  partly  by  the  damp  of  their 
houfes,  though  no  diftrid  is  better  provided  in  wood  and  coal 
for  feul;  and  partly,  by  their  fleeping  in  the  open  air  at  mid-day^ 
when  their  work  is  finilhcd ;  and  by  fitting  down  to  cool  them* 
felves  when  over-heated,  inftead  of  putting  on  their  clothes, 
and  keeping  themfelves  in  motion  for  a  while  *. 

Mijccllaneous  Ranarks There  arc  3  Seceders,  and  i  E- 

pifcopal  family. The  (lipend  received  an  augmentation  in 

X  7  7 1 ,  and  is  now  worth  about  L.  90.  The  glebe  is  a  poor  one. 

There 

*  The  Tcdiges  of  a  Roman  CafidUm  StativMm  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  npon'tKe 
cibte  of  Whitebnrgh,  in  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  parifli.  It  was  of  a  circular 
form,  and  confided  of  3  walls,  at  the  diilance  of  15  feet  from  each  other, 
built  with  Tery  large  ftones»  and  with  cement  only  at  the  bottom.  It  occo* 
pied  more  than  an  acre  of  ground.  No  information  can  be  got  about  the 
height  of  the  walls;  but  the  proprietor  of  the  lands  remembers  that  the 
parts  of  them  which  he  has  fcen,  were  x6  feet  thick.  The  whole  work  has 
been  carried  off  at  diflerent  times  for  building  the  prefcnt  houTe  and  offices  oC 
Whheburgh,  and  Tome  farm  houfes  upon  the  eftate. — Near  it  were  IcYeral 
tumuli,  ii)  which  were  urns  full  of  bones  or  a(hes.  In  the  camp  ttfelf,  were 
found  a  medal  of  Trajan,  a  fibula,  a  patera,  and  a  horn  of  a  mooic  dcer^ 
In  its  near  neighbourhood,  but  in  other  pariflies,  are  3  other  encampmentSp 
fituated  in  fucb  a  manner,  as  gives  room  to  fuppofe,  that  the  whole  were  ia-  ' 
tended  to  aA  In  concert,  and  overlook  the  liothians.  Perhaps  the  houie 

of  Keith,  one  of  the  feats  of  the  £arl  Mariihal,  though  of  no  later  di^te  than 
1590,  may  be  mentioned  on  account  of  its  hall,  which  furpaiTed  any  thing  of 
the  kind,  and  waj  fuited  to  the  fplendor  of  a  family  at  that  time  the  moll  i»- 
pulent  and  powerful  in  the  kingdom.  The  houfe  itfelf  was  of  the  form  of 
a  hollow  fquare;  and  one  entire  fide  of  it,  no  feet  in  extent,  and  5  (lories  ia 
height,  was  occupied  as  a  hall.  Succeeding  proprietors  have  pulled  it  down* 
The  timber  with  which  the  houfc  was  built,  was  a  prefent  from  the  King  of 
Denmark,  as  an  exprefCon  of  the  high  opinion  he  conceived  of  the  Earl,  when 
employed  to  treat  uf  the  marriage  of  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Denmark,  with 
James  VI. 
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There  are  2  fchools  with  the  legal  falary  of  100  merks  to 
€ach.    The  average  number  of  fcholars  at  both,  is  60. 

Noperfon,  ha^ng  a  refidence  in  this  parifli,  is  permitted 
to  beg  in  it,  or  to  leave  it  for  that  purpofe.  The  number  of 
poor  fupported  by  the  funds,  feldom  exceeds  15.  The  fum 
expended  yearly  for  their  fupport,  and  for  cafual  charities  in 
the  pariih,  is  about  L«  40 ;  and  is  moftly  the  intereft  of  a  ca- 
pital* raifed  before  the  year  1750,  by  cdlle£tions,  when  the 
"whole  heritors  and  their  families  regularly  attended  public  wor-  ^ 
fliip*  From  3s.  to  4s.  monthly  is  the  allowance,  at  an  ave- 
rage, to  each  pcnfioner  *. 

The  inhabitants  are  indullrious,  and  fatisfied  with  their  con- 
dition.—It  is  not  in  the  recoile£tion  of  the  oldeft  perfon  among 
them,  that  an  inhabitant  of  this  pariih  has  been  punilhed  for 
any  crime.  Dram-drinking,  fo  prevalent  in  other  parts  of 
Scotland,  is  a  vice  utterly  unknown,  as  might  be  expected 
from  a  people,  among  whom  no  manufa£Vure  has  ever  been 
eftabliflied,  and  whofe  fole  'employment,  that  of  a  very  few 
individuals  excepted,  is  agriculture. 

*  In  this,  and  (bme  of  the  neighbourmg  dUbiAi,  owny  hbouren,  aecha^> 
fttcs,  and  farm  ftnrants,  who  are  in  foch  circnrnftances  that  they  conid  not, 
•with  much  propriety,  apply  to  their  pariih  funds  for  a  temporary  relief,  have 
formed  themicires  into  focieties,  whole  objeA  it  is  to  give  aid  tofuch  of  their 
nembers  as  may  be  acddently  in  diftrefs.  Each  member  pays  half  a  guinea  at 
his  admilCon,  and  is.  quarterly.  The  effeAs  of  thefe  benevolent  inftitutions 
havealreadybeenextenfivcand  beneficiaLTheyibon  would  begeneraily  eftabliih* 
ed,  if  feotiemen  of  property  would  become  members,  and  contribute  a  fmaU 
Ihm  annually ;  by  which  they  would  prevent  applications,  in  many  inftances, 
to  the  public  funds,  and  do  a  moft  acceptable  office  to  numbers  of  perfons  who 
are  lb  neceflary  to  fociety;  and  are  entitled,  perhaps,  to  attention,  on  ac- 
count of  the  diTpofition  they  difcover  to  give,  what  they  can  but  ill  afford,  for 
the  amiable  purpofe  of  protecting  one  another  from  the  diftreiling  and  humili- 
ating fituatfon,  of  holding  out  their  hand  to  receive  public  charity. 

X  2  NUMBER 
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§ 

PARISH    OF    KINROS& 
(pRXftTXJUtr  Of  BUNfERMLiyijr,  svnoD  or  Fnrs» 

COUNTT    Of    &WROSS.) 


KIN-ROSS,  nr  the  Celtic,  fignifies  the  head  of  the  penin- 
fula  \  and  it  is  faid'that  the  whole  tra£t  of  country,  ly» 
ing  betwixt  the  Tay  ahd  the  Forth,  had  antiently  the  name  of 
Kofiiy  or  the  Pentofulk. 

7ifi;/»x.— — The  town  of  Kinrofs,  pleafantly  Htuated  in  an 
eztenfive  plain  at  the  weft  end  of  Lochleiwn,  upon  the  gsesit 
rpad  between  Perth  and  QacQosfcrry»  at  thediftancsiB  e&  15 
miles  Irom  each,  is  the  capital  of  the  fmaU  county  of  the  fame 
name,  and  the  (bit  of  the  Sheriff,  Jliftice  of  Peace,  and*  Ba- 
ron Bailie  Courts.  1 

This  town,  it  would  appear,  formerly  confided  of  47  ftead^ 
ings,  or  tofts,  as  they  are  commonly  called^  as*  is  svidoiib 
from  an  agreement  mutually  entered-i^to  in  1 70SV  for  the  dt- 
vifion  of  a  common,  called  the  muirs  of  Kinrofs,  to  whxdl 
each  of  them  had  an  equal  right*  The  inhabitants  then  de- 
I  rived 
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Ti?ed  tkeir  fubfiftence  chiefly  from  tie  produce  of  the  tDwit»* 
Cfe8>  gnsing  thckr  cattle  on  the  feverai  CDmniow  belong  tot 
the  place,  and  from  the-fiih  of  Lochloifen. 

The  iave  4  aiiniial  fsMis  in  Kinrofs,  f eibrted  to  by  people 
Ifom^a  eonfiderable  diftance^  e^ecially  dealers  in  blads-oattld 
andhorfeSb 

Witllift  ^  tail  JO  years,  between  60  and  70  new  honfis 
have  btfenraddfe^tfd  the  towni*  afbrding  accommodation  for  ah> 
bove  double  the  thMnber  of  families;  The  rents  of  honCes  am 
from  30s.  to  L*  5  eadi>  and  that  of  the  town  acrc^  L. )  per 
acre ;  each  of  tliefe  comptited  acnes  fell  for  between  L.  80  and 
L.  100  fterling^  though  liable  in' poyment  of  aboiic  ros.  yeaxlf 
of  feu  dttrieSj  and  of  ptxblie  burdcn9.r— ^'^ere  are  no  hotdes 
of  any  note  in  the  pariA,  excepting  only  &a€  of  Kmrolsy  buift 
by  the  celebrated  archite£l  Sir  William  Bruce»  the  proprietor* 
in  i685.  k  is-a  forge  elegant  ftrufture.  The  hall  \9  52^  feet 
long,  by  24  feet  wide.  The  old  houfe^  Ibrfbme  genaations 
the  refidence  of  thcf  Earls  of  Morton>  iStuated  onthe  Nl  of  the 
prefenegarden^  was  taken  down  about  the  year  r7a3i  butfome 
veftiges  of  the  foundation  are  ftill  difcerniUe* 

Exhnt  ofut  Ari^r^.-^— The  extent  of  this  parifli  19  about  jf 
miles  in  length,  from  K.  ro  S.  and  nearly  the  fanie  at  its  gre^c^ 
eft  breadth.  It  is  bounded  -  by  Lochleven  on  the  ^aftf*  As:  this 
diftti£l  Kes  in  die  middle  of  the  plain  of  EinroTs,  the  ground 
is  moftly  flat,  and  the  foil  rarious ;  a  little  of  it  is  of  ftrong 
clay,  fome  of  a  mixed  quality,  but  by  far  the  greatefll  pare  is 
a  diin  light  black  earth,  with  a  grardly  bottom  ;  yet«even  this 
laft  appears'capaftle  of  producing  tolerably  good  crops,  where 
improrements'have  been  made* 

Mivirs  Mnd  2.0fi&/.-— *There  arc  3  (mall  rirers  in  this  pa- 
rifbj  viz*  Caihiey  on  theS.  boondary,  thcSouA  Qoiech  be- 
low 
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low  the  town,  and  North  Quiech  at  die  N.  bonndtrf.  AH 
tfaefe  dxfcharge  themfdves  into  LochlcTcn }  and  are  ftored  with 
fmall  trout,  that  afibrd£ne  amufement  to  anglers. 

Locfaleren,  a  magnificent  and  beautiful  piece  of  water^ 
bounded  by  the  hills  called  the  Loroonds  on  the  E.  and  Benar- 
ty  on  the  S.  and  by  the  plain  of  Kinrofs  on  the  N.  and  W.  is 
about  1 2  miles  in  circumference,  fetting  afide  the  angular  jut- 
.  tings,  and  4  miles  in  length,  from  the  W.  end  of  the  town  to 
the  £•  at  the  Gulet  bridge  *•  Several  iflands  are  difperfed  in 
this  fine  coUeAion  of  water ;  die  moft  remarkable  is  that  dif* 
tinguilhed  by  the  capdvity  of  Queen  Mary  Stewart.  The  fi(h 
of  the  loch  have  been  fo  w^U  defcribed  by  Pennant  and  others, 
that  it  feems  unneceflary  to  fay  much  about  them  here.  The 
following  obfervadons,  however,  may  not  be  unworthy  the 
attention  of  the  curious.  The  high  flavour  and  bright  red  colour 
of  the  trout,  feem  evidendy  to  arife  from  the  food  which  na- 
ture has  provided  for  them,  in  the  loch.  A  confiderable  part 
of  the  bottom  is  oozy  and  fpongy,  from  which  aquadc  herbs 
fpring  up  in  abundance ;  and,  fo  vigorous  are  they  in  many 
parts,  as  towards  the  beginning  of  autumn,  to  cover  the  fur- 
face  with  their  flowers.  The  trout,  efpeciaily  of  Cze,  lie 
much  in  diat  fort  of  bottom.  Gentlemen,  accuftomed  to  make 
obfervations  when  angling,  know  well,  that  even  in  clear  run* 
ning  rivers,  where  their  courfe  takes  a  dircAion  through  a  long 
traft  of  meadow,  or  of  oozy  ground,  the  trout  that  lie  or  feed 
in  that  ground,  if  of  fize,  are  generally  lefs  or  more  of  a  pink 
colour  in  the  flefli  j  while  thofe  that  feed  in  the  llony  or  gra- 
velly foil,  above  or  below  the  fwampy  meadows,  are  all  white, 
excepting  die  mixture  that  is  fomctimes  made  by  floods.  But 
what  appears  to  contribute  moft  to  the  rednefs  and  rich  tafte  of 

the 

*  ThsTe  mesfwemeats  were  ti^en  with  a  persmMator  on  the  ice^ 
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the  Lochleven  trouti  is  the  raft  quantiy  of  a  fmall  (hell-filht 
red  in  its  colour,  which  abounds  all  over  the  bottom  of  the 
lochy  efpecially  among  the  aquatic  weeds*  It  is  of  (hape  quits 
globular,  precifely  of  the  appearance  and  fize  of  a  lintfeed  boll 
at  a  little  diftance,  and  the  trouts  when  caught  have  often  their 
ftomachs  full  of  them.  Thefe  obfervations  may  account  for 
a  phenomenon  of  another  kind.  In  Lochleven  are  all  the  dif- 
ferent fpecies  of  hill,  or  bum,  or  muir  trout,  that  are  to  be 
met  with  in  Scotland,  evidently  appearing  from  the  diverfity 
of  manner  in  which  they  are  fpotted.  Yet  all  thefe  difierent 
kinds,  after  being  two  years  in  the  loch,  and  arriving  at  \  or 
1  ^b.  weight,  are  red  in  the  fle(h,  as  all  the  trout  of  every  kind 
in  the  loch  are,  except  perhaps  thofe  newly  brought  down  by 
floods,  or  fuch  as  are  (ickiy.  The  filver-grey  trout,  with  about 
4  or  5  fpots  on  the  middle  of  each  fide,  is  apparently  the  ori« 
ginal  native  of  the  loch,  and,  in  many  refpe£ts,  the  fineft  fi(h 
of  the  whole.  The  fry  of  all  kinds  are  white  in  the  flefli  till 
they  come  to  the  fize  of  a  herring,  about  the  beginning  of  their 
third  year.  The  gallytrough,  or  char,  abounds  in  the  loch 
The  defcription  of  this  fifli  is  generally  well  known.  What  is  re* 
markable  of  them  is  the  fize  to  which  they  often  grow,  fome 
of  them  weighing  near  2  lb.  and  they  are  never  known  to 
rife  to  a  fly,  or  to  be  caught  with  a  hook,  baited  in  any  way 
whatever.  Befides  thefe,  are  vaft  numbers  of  eels,  pikes,  and 
perch,  in  the  loch.— The  fifh  of  Lochleven,  only  a  few  years 
ago,  fold  here  at  id.each,  great  and  fmall,  for  the  trout,  and 
tlie  perch  at  id.  the  dozen,  and,  about  25  years  ago,  at  half 
that  price :  the  fiihing  was  then  let  at  200  merks  Scotch. 
The  trout  *  are  now  raifed  to  4d.  per  lb.  the  perch  to  2d.  per 

dozens 

*  ThoTe  called  Bill  trout  are  belieyed  to  be  old  ones.  In  fpring  Z79I9  a  Uife 
mut  was  caa^gjbt  that  wcigkcd  10  lb«*4&aaf  oC  them  wel|gbed  %  lb. 
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dosetii  and tlie price* to  2<Lperlb.  TbepitfimticiUof  the 
fifting  is  L.  80  fterUi^  ud  for  next  fear  it  ia  fisted  at  L.  ioo« 
•—The  birds  that  hxttA  oa  the  iiles  aic,  berona,  gulla^  pewk 
gnlliy  and^seat  terns,  called  liere  pi  j^amcs. 


Population  Table. 


^erfons  above  7  f  ears  of 
age»  in  die  toway  in 
1710        -        -  476 

in  the  oottatry,  ditto       471 
Total        .         -  94S 

Nttinbcrofibukia  1755  1310 
-  in  1791  i«39 

In  the  town  and  territo- 
ry        -        -  1437 
In  the  country     *  402 
DftheEftaUiOiedchiircb  700 
Annual  areragecf  birtfaa 
for]io  years  paft        ^    45 
.    I      of  marri* 

II 

3« 

3 

S 

13 

12 
16 

2 


of  deaths 


Watchmakers 
Blackfmiths 
Carpenters  and  glaEiers 
Taylors 
Shoemakers 
Stocking  makers  /    • 


Stocking  framea 

FlaxdreOers 

Dfera 

Mafona 

Tanners  •• 

Saddlers 

Butchers 

Bakers 

Phyficiaa 

Surgeons 

Writers 

Meflcnger  at  arm9 

Corn  mills 

Barley  mill         • 

Lint  mills 

WaulkmiU 

Inns 


4 
4 

3 
S 

3 

a 

5 

3 
I 

2 

3 

I 

2 
t 

ft 
I 
2 


Inferior  houfes  of  enter- 

Uinmeat        -        -       17 
Pod  chaifes  fc«  hire  7 

Saddle  hcMffes^  ditip  7 


MitnufaBurew^^Tht  principal  manufa£lure  is  that  called 

Silefia 


JiiipriD|Z790»sMivaianii^tdnt  iR%|bfed5xlb.sadx4rff 
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Silefia  linens,  woven  from  27  to  30  inches  in  breadth,  fome 
coarfe  tweels,  fonle  harns  and  ftraikens. 


itnte  of  the  Manufa^ures,  as  taken  from  the  Stamp-tnafiet^j  Book 

in  Kinroft : 

From  iftNov*  1780,  to  ill  Nov.  1781 

-    107,9961  yards. 

178J 

-      85>93<S 

1783 

-      79.084! 

1784 

-    99.5  i<s 

178s 

-    » 30.439 

1786 

-    126,803 

4787 

-    *  8 1,927! 

1788 

-    »53.»69 

1789 

-     '77.779 

1790 

-    141,6914^ 

1,184,341^ 

Medium     Ii8i434  yards: 

which>  at  pd.  per  yard,  at  an  average,  is  L.  4,44 1:^16  per 
annum.  About  iive-fixths  of  the  whole  is  manufa<£iured  in 
this  pariih,  and  the  reft  in  other  parts  of  the  country :  and,  be- 
fides  the  above,  a  great  deal  of  linen  is  woven  for  private  ufe, 
as  the  people  in  general  are  very  induftrious,  and  make  all 
thcit  cloth  for  flilrts,  bed-liilens,  &c.  of  yarn  fpun  in  their 
own  houfes,  moftly  of  flax  raifed  in  the  country. — The  num- 
ber of  weaving  looms,  in  this  parifli,  is  about  aoo  \  of  thefe, 
1 8  are  in  the  country  part,  and  the  reft  in  the  town.  Three 
or  four  are  employed  in  weaving  diaper  work^  for  table  linens, 
and  about  50  at  different  branches  of  muflin  manufa£ture  for 
people  in  Glafgow. 

Kinrofs  enjoys  feveral  advantages  in  favour  of  the  lineii  ma« 
nufaAure  \  fuch  as,  plenty  of  coals  at  5  miles  diftance ;  a 
fine  ftream  of  ibft  water,  running  through  the  town,  for  boil« 

Vol.  VI-  Y  ing 
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!ng  and  wafliing  the  yarn  j  and  two  pretty  extenfivc  commons 
for  bleaching,  the  one  along  the  fide  of  Lochleven,  and  the  o- 
ihcr  weft  of  the  town,  fupplicd  with  water  from  the  above- 
mentioned  ftream,  and  alfo  abounding  with  plenty  of  fprings. 
The  cutlery  bufmefs,  for  which  this  place  has  been  famous 
for  a  century  paft,  has  of  late  been  much  on  the  decline,  ow- 
ing to  the  general  ufc  of  Sheffield  wares.  About  40  years  ago, 
this  branch  employed  between  20  and  30  hands ;  but  the  num* 

ber  is  now  reduced  to  4  *. 

f  EccUJiaftual 

*  About  t  mile  weft  from  Kinrofs,  on  the  lands  of  Mawhill,  is  a  fmall  cairn, 
which,  like  many  others  in  Scotland,  is  called  the  Leckar  Aones ;  another 
Bear  Carfgour,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Toryknow,  was  laft  year  razed  to 
the  ground ,  but  nothing  difcorered  to  gratify  curiofity.  A  tumulus  or  mound, 
compofed  moifljr  of  earth,  with  ibme  Aones  intermixed,  on  the  eaft  of  Anno- 
ireuch,  was  opened  a  few  years  ago,  and  a  coffin  found  therein  formed  of  rough 
flat  ftones,  fet  on  edge  at  the  fides  and  ends,  and  a  large  one  abore  \  within 
which  were  fome  bones,  and  many  pieces  of  burnt  wood  interfperfed.  In  the 
memory  of  ibme  old  peoph*,  it  was  caUed  the  Elf-hillock,  but  it  is  now  knowir 
by  the  name  of  the  Fairy  know. 

The  mod  remarkable  piece  of  antiquity  is  the  caftle  of  LochlcTen,  faid  to 
Iiave  been  the  antient  feat  of  Congal,  Ton  of  Dongart,  Ring  of  the  PiOs,  who 
~  is  fald  to  have  founded  it.  Tt  (lands  towards  the  N.  W.  part  of  the  lake,  on 
an  iiland  about  an  acre  and  threc>quarters  in  extent,  and  is  encompafled  with 
a  rampart  of  (lone,  nearly  of  a  quadrangular  form.  The  principal  tower,  a 
Kind  of  fquare  building,  ftands  upon  the  N.  wall,  very  near  the  N.  W.  corner, 
and  there  is  a  lefler  round  one  at  the  S.  £.  The  other  apartments  vrere  ar- 
ranged along  the  N.  wall,  between  the  great  tower  and  the  N.  E.  comer.  A 
kitchen,  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  later  than  the  red  of  the  caftle,  (lood  on 
the  W.  wall,  near  the  S.  W.  corner ;  and  another  building,  iuppofcd  to  have 
been  the  chapel,  between  that  and  the  great  tower  fronting  the  S.  In  the 
lower  part  of  the  fquare  tower  is  a  dungeon  with  a  weU  in  it.  Above  the 
dvngeon  ij  a  vaulted  room,  which,  from  the  appearance  of  the  effeftsof  fmokc 
on  the  jamb»  of  the  chimney,  feems  to  have  been  nfed  as  a  kitchen.  Over 
this  had  been  three  flories.  No  date  or  infcription  appears  on  any  part  of 
the  buiivings,  cxccpiin^  only  the  letters  R.  D.  and  M.  E.  (probably  the  ini- 
tials of  Sir  Robert  Douglafs  and  Margaret  JSrikinO|  hislady)»  es  Xk^  faca  of 
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Eccleftajlieal  State^  School,  and  Poor. — This  parifli  has  had 
Its  own  {hare  of  divifian$  ever  fincc  the  year  1732.  Fhe  num- 
ber of  fouls  that  belong  to  the  Eftabliflicd  Church  arc  about 
700 :  the  reft  belong  to  three  diflFerent  denominations  of  Secef- 
fion,  viz.  the  Burghers  in  this  town,  the  Antiburghers,  and 
a  fmall  meeting,  who  call  themfelves  of  the  Reformed  Pref- 
bytcry,  in  the  parilh  of  Orwel.  The  living  confifts  of 

L.  536 : 8 :4  Scotch,  including  50  merks  for  communion  ele* 
ment$,  68  bolls  oat*mea],  and  15  boils  bear.  yGeorge  Grahami 
£fq«  of  Kinrofs,  is  patron. 

The  fchool  is,  at  prcfent,  in  a  very  flourifhing  ftate.  The 
number  of  fcholars,  during  laft  winter,  was  about  140  \  and, 
at  a  medium  for  18  years  pad,  it  has  been  above  100  yearly. 
Some  of  thefe  come  from  other  pariflies,  befides  a  number  of 

Y  2  boarders 

anoraamcBted  (lone,  that  a  fewyemrs  ago,  when  the  walls  were  (landing,  pfo" 
jeaed  a  little  at  the  N.  £.  comer  of  the  kitchen.  The  whole  circuit  of  the 
rampart  is  585  feet.^It  is  generally  uoderftood  that  the  roof  was  taken  off 
the  caftlc  about  a  century  ago.  Some  part  of  it,  particularly  the  roof  of  th« 
round  tower,  is  faid  to  have  been  repaired  by  Sir  William  Bruce.  Some  per- 
ions  remember  to  have  heard  an  old  man  fay,  that,  in  his  time,  there  were 
5a  beds,  or  perhaps  only  bed-Aeads,  in  the  caftle. 

The  ifland  is  ornamented  with  a  number  of  trees,  and  a&rds  pafture  for  % 
cows.     In  autumn  1775  or  1776,  the  area  or  court  within  the  caAle,  was  (lor* 
rd  with  well  cultirated  beds  of  onions,  and  the  ground  without,  with  tur- 
nips. 

Alexander  III.  is  faid  to  hare  lived  fome  time  at  Kinrofs,  undoubtedly  in  the 
calUe  of  Locfalcven,  after  returning  from  an  interriew  with  his  father-in-law, 
Henry  IIL  of  England,  at  Werk  ca(Ue«— In  this  cadle  Queen  Mar/  Stuart  was 
imprifbned,  on  the  i6th  June  X567 ;  reiigned  the  crown  with  reluAance  in  fa» 
.  Tours  of  her  fon,  James  VI.  on  the  24th  July,  fame  year ;  and  efcaped  froni 
her  confinement  there,  on  the  id  of  May  1568,  by  means  of  George  Douglu, 
yoongefl  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Douglas  of  Lochleven.— The  Earl  of  Korthum* 
beriand  was  imprUbned  in  JLochU^cn  caftle,  from  X569  to  about  the  end  of 
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boarders  In  the  mafter's  houfe.  The  falary  is  L«  100  Scotch^ 
with  a  good  houfe  ap4  fmall  garden,  and  about  an  acre  and  a 
half  of  land. 

The  number  of  indigent  perfons  in  this  parifb,  who  recciTC 
fupply,  cannot  be  exa£t]y  afcertained,  as  each  of  the  different 
meetings  difpofe  of  their  charity  to  the  poor  of  their  own 
communion  ;  but  as  to  the  money  arifing  from  the  parifli  funds^ 
the  mod  needy  of  erery  denomination  are  equally  admitted  to 
(hare.  The  management  of  them  is  under  the  dire£lion  of  a 
committee  of  the  hetitors,  who  dilburfe  about  L.  14  annually. 
The  coUediions  at  the  church  doors  are  difpofcd  of  by  the  kirk« 
feffioi},  to  the  poor  under  their  immediate  care,  in  proportion 
.  to  their  neceilities :  they  alfo  diftribute  to  the  poor  of  the  fc- 
ceflion  in  cafes  of  didrefs,  and  particularly  during  the  feveri- 
ty  of  winter.  The  money  difburfed  by  them,  ]»ft  year,  was 
about  L.  20 ;  fo  the  whole  fum  annually  diftributed  amounts 

to  L.  34  fterling. Befides  the  abpve,  L.  100  Scotch  is  paid 

annually  out  of  the  eftate  of  Kinrofs  to  16  out- pen  Goners  of 
an  hofpital,  which^  it  feems,  had  been  intended  upon  a  parti- 
cular fpot  of  ground  at  Kinrofs,  mortified,  it  is  faid,  by  Sir 
William  Bruce.— There  are  few  begging  poor  belonging  to 
this  parifh  ;  but,  as  Kinrofs  is  a  thorough-fare,  and  the  roads  in 
every  direction  around  the  town  exceeding  good,  it  is  con- 
ftantly  infeited  with  numbers  of  beggars  from  all  quarters. 

Mifcellaneous  ^^iiMri/.^-— The  valued  rent  of  this  pariih  is 
L.  4po6 : 6  : 8  Scotch.  The  real  rent  cannot  be  eafily  afcer* 
tained,  as  moft  of  the  farms  are  feus  poflefled  by  the  proprie- 
tors themfelvcs.—— Improvements  in  agriculture  have  hither- 
to advanced  but  flowly  in  thiJ  diftriA,  owing  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  to  the  laft  mentioned  circumftance,  and  alfo  to  the  want 
of  example.  For  as  the  fcuars,  in  general,  are  in  that  happy 
mediocrity  of  ilation,  in  which,  perhaps,  the  greateft  con- 

tcntmen 
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tentinent  k  to  be  enjoyed^  and  poflefs  all  the  necelTaries  an4 
many  of  the  comforts  of  life,  each,  till  of  late,  continued  to 
purfue  the  courfe  followed  by  their  fathers  9nd  grandfathers } 
but  now,  that  a  different  mode  of  living  univerfally  prevails, 
^  fpirit  of  induftry  and  a  tafte  for  improvement  are  roufed,  and 
every  one  is  endeavouring  to  make  his  farm  turn  to  the  beft  ac* 
count ;  and,  in  order  to  excite  emuhtipn  anipng  the  fervants, 
a  ploughing  match  was  held  in  March  lad,  at  Turf-hills,  a  lit- 
tle to  the  weft  of  this  town,  where  prizes  were  adjudged  to 
thofe  who  excelled,  according  to  their  merit ;  being  the  firft  of 
the  kind  in  this  parilh.— «-The  ploughs  now  ufed  are  for  the 
moft  part  of  an  improved  conftruflion. — The  principal  crops 
are  oats  and  barley.  Confiderable  attention  has,  of  late,  been 
paid  to  the  cultivation  of  turnips ;  and  potatoes  are  a  general 
crop  in  every  part  of  the  pariih.  Much  flax  is  raifed  both  for 
the  market  and  for  private  ufe ;  and  great  quantities  of  clover 
and  rye-grafs  are  fown,  on  account  of  the  demand  for  hay 
from  the  public  inns,  ftablers,  horfe-hirers,  and  carters.  Lit* 
tie  or  no  wheat  was  raifed  till  of  late,  but  it  is  i^ow  fown  4A 
different  parts  of  the  pariih* 
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NUMBER     XXin. 

UNITED  PARISHES  OF  ARDCHATTAN 
AND   MUtKAlRN. 

(PRESBTTERT  OF    tORN,    SYNOD   AND    COUNTT    OF 
ARGYLE.) 

I 

jB)  tht  Rev.  Mr.  Ludovicc  Grant. 


Name,  Extent^  Surface^   isfe» 

'T^HIS  diftrift  confifts  of  two  united  parilhcs,  Ardchattan 
•*•  and  Muckalrn,  antiently  called  Bdllebhodan  and  KUU* 
fpickarrel  i  the  latter  denoting  the  burying  place  of  Biihop 
Cerylus  or  Cerullus^  and  the  former  fignifying  St  Bede's  town 
or  place  of  refidcncc.  The  walls  of  a  fmall  church,  built  by 
this  faint,  of  excellent  mafonry,  ftill  remain  entire,  and  have 
withftood  the  dorms  and  tempefts  of  fcveral  centuries.—— 
The  parifh  extends  24  computed  miles  in  length,  and  is  20  in 
breadth  at  an  average.  The  furface  is  for  the  moft  part  hilly 
and  uneven,  intenefted  with  ftreams  of  water,  and  diverCfied 
with  heights  and  hollows.  The  air  is  falubrious ;  the  people 
in  general  remarkably  healthy,  and  ftrangers  to  the  difeafes 
which  fpring  from  idiencfs  and  luxury.  The  different  periods 
of  longevity,  to  which  many  have  attained,  is  a  (Irong  prc- 
f apiption  in  favour  of  the  climate*    A  man  died  fome  years  a- 
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go  at  the  advanced  age  of  10  j ;  three  men  on  the  verge 
of  100,  and  a  fourth  turned  of  100^  are  now  living;  and 
within  thefc  few  years  feveral  of  both  fexcs,  from  80  to  90 
years  of  age,  have  died  in  the  full  pofTeflion  of  all  their  men* 
tal  faculties.  This  diftri£t  is  frequently  vifited  by  heavy  rains* 
but  the  moifture  is  quickly  abforbed  by  the  earthy  which  ia 
naturally  dry. 

Rivers^  Hills^  Woodsy  feV,— In  the  parifli  arc  feveral  rivers, 
abounding  with  excellent  trout ;  the  moft  confiderable  are  the 
Aw,  the  Kin1ofs»  and  the  Etie*  Near  the  mouth  of  the 
former  is  a  valu;i-)]e  falmon  Hflang,  which  yields  a  conGdera* 
ble  rent :  th^  fcimoa  are  of  an  excellent  quality,  hot  inferior 
to  any  in  Scotland.— The  hills  are  moftly  covered  with  grafs:- 
th%  moft  remarkable  is  Cruacban  Bean^  one  of  the  higheft 
mountains  in  Scotland,  13  or  14  computed  miles  in  circum* 
ference,  affording  excellent  pafturage  for  black- cattle  and 
iheep.  It  is  very  fteep  towards  the  N.  £.  and  fioj^s  gently 
down  o^  the  S.  but  rifes  with  an  abrupt  afcent  cowards 
tlie  fummiTi  which  is  divided  into  two  points,  each 
exa£lly  refembling  a  fugar  I6af.  The  N.  point  is  reckon- 
ed the  higheft,  and  commands  a  very  noble  and  moft  extenfive 
profpeft.  The  fea-pink  grows  upon  it,  and  fea-fhells  have 
been  found  on  the  fummit« The  parxfh  abounds  with  na- 
tural wood ;  and  there  are  a  few  plantations  of  pines  and 
Scotch  ftrs.  Every  cutting  of  the  wood  is  fuppofcd,  at  a  mo* 
derate  computation,  to  yield  the  proprietors  no  lefs  than 
L.  15,000  or  L.  16,000  ftcrling.  They  confift  of  afli,  birch, 
luzel,  and  alder,  but  chiefly  oak.  They  abound  with  roes; 
and,  on  one  eftate,  fallow  deer  run  wild  in  the  woods,  of  a 
much  fuperior  fize  and  flavour  to  any  of  their  fpecies  that  are 
confined  in  parks.  Tliere  is  a  forcft  in  Glenetie,  pretty  well 
(locked  with  red  deer.     Foxes,  hares,  wildcats,  pole-cats, 

martins. 
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InartinSj  weazelSi  otters,  badgers,  blackcocks,  moorfowl,  pint* 
migansj  fartridgesi  ploTers,  eagles,  hawks,  &c.  are  found  here. 

Natural  Produnions.-^^Tiit  foil  is  light  and  dry,  except  \A 
1  very  few  inftances.  The  arable  land,  when  properly  culti'^ 
tated,  and  allowed  time  to  reft  for  fome  refpite  to  recover  it- 
felf,  produces  excellent  crops  of  oats,  barley,  and  potatoes,  of 
a  choice  quality.  But  fliort  leafes,  and  the  promifcuous  mode 
of  letting  viAual  farms  to  feveral  tenants,  without  affigiriitg  to 
each  his  due  proportion  of  arable  ground,  throw  a  damp  upon 
the  efforts  of  induftry,  and  prevent  the  improvements  which 
would  otherwife  be  introduccdi  Whereas,  by  adopting  the 
contrary  pra£lice,  a  fpirit  of  emulation  would  be  excited,  the 
lands  cultivated  to  more  advantage  than  they  are  at  prefene, 
and  a  much  greater  number  would  be  fu|)ported  by  the  pro^ 
duce.  But  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  a  remarkable  alte«> 
ration  for  the  better,  as  to  agriculture,  has  taken  place  within 
thefe  few  years ;  and  the  parifli  of  Ardchattan  would  produce 
fufficient,  for  the  maintenance  of  its  inhabitants,  if  the  te^ 
Hants  referved  their  barley  for  their  own  ufe,  but  they  always 
fell  it  to  brewers,  as  it  fetches  a  high  price.  This  is  not  the 
cafe  with  the  parifh  of  Muckairn.  About  17S3,  a  company 
from  Lancafliire  ere£led  a  fumaee  for  cafting  pig-iron,  in  its 
vicinity,  and  obtained  a  long  leafe  of  fcveral  farms  for  rearing 
wood  and  grazing  their  work-horfes*  Thefe  lie  wafte  and  un* 
cultivated}  and  occafion  the  importation  of  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  meal  into  that  diftri£l.  The  crops  raifed  here  are 
oats,  barley,  potatoes,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  p^fe^  Hemp 
and  flax  are  cultivated  only  for  private  ufe.  A  few  fow  rye* 
grafs  and  clover,  which  yield  ample  returns.— The  manures 
ufed  here  are  lime,  fhell-fand,  fea^weeds,  and  dung.*-The 
Scotch  plough  is  generally  ufed,  being  well  adapted  to  the 
foil.— There  arc  53  ploughs  ^d  100  caru  in  this  diftri£l. 

2  Ucrfes^ 
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iSorfisy  Cattle^  and  SA/i?/.— — The  number  of  horfes,  in- 
cluding breeding  mares,  at  the  lowed  computation,  amounts 
to  440  or  450.  Though  fmall,  they  are  well  (haped,  hardy, 
and  cafily  fed.  Their  price  has  advanced  cdtifiderably  within 
thefe  few  years;  they  now  coft  from  10  to  L.  12— —-In  the 
parifli  are  from  2600  to  2800  black-cattle :  though  not  of  a 
large  fi2e,they  are  in  general  handfome  and  well  haired,  and  in 
great  eftimation  with  the  Englifli  drovers.  Numbers  are  fold 
annually  at  from  L.  4  to  L.  6  each.  Two  five  year  old  ftots,  of 
the  Highland  breed,  fed  by  Mr  Campbell  of  Barcaldine,  were 
raifed  to  fuch  a  fize  as  to  fell  for  40  guineas  this  year  (1792). 
<— There  are  between  28,000  and  30,000  (heep.  The  large 
breed,  brought  fome  years  ago  from  the  fouth  country,  pro- 
duce a  greater  quantity  of  wool,  but  are  much  inferior  in  qua- 
lity to  the  old  Highland  (heep.  Thoufands  are  fold  yearly  to 
the  low  country  butchers.  When  a  few  are  purchafed  by  in- 
dividuals, they  fell  for  from  12s*  to  14s.  White  wool  fold 
laft  year  at  7s.  6d.  the  ftone ;  wool  befmeared  with  tar  at 
58.  6d. — 8  fleeces,  on  an  average,  to  the  ftone.— —The  deep 
rooted  prejudice  againft  fwine's  flefli  is  now  removed  :  mofl: 
of  the  farmers  rear  forae  of  that  fpecies,  which,  not  30  years 
ago,  they  held  in  the  utmoft  deteftation. 

U^irf.— The  valued  rent  is  L.  587  : 7 :4  Scotch*  Hie 
real  rent  has  increafed  confiderably  within  thefe  ten  years,  and 
is  fuppofed  to  be  between  L.  4,000  and  L.  5,000  ilerling,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  cutting  of  the  woods  and  the  kelp-fhores.  It  is 
difficult  to  afcertain  the  quantity  of  kelp  made  here,  as  the 
flioresare  fo  extenfive  that  one  of  the  heritors  can  go  upon  his 
own  ground  no  lefs  than  9  computed  miles  along  the  fea-coaft : 
moreover  the  kelp  is  fold  to  ftrangers,  who  find  their  account 
in  concealing  the  produce.    Few  farms  are  kt  below  L.  60, 
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and  feme  pay  more  than  L.  200  of  rent.    There  are  7  heri- 
torsi  2  of  whom  conftantly  refide  ^* 

Pcpulathn^^Accotding  to  Dr  Webfter,  the  number  of  in* 
habitants  in  the  united  pariihes  amounted,  in  I755>  to  219;  : 
now  it  has  increafed  to  between  2300  and  2400.  But  it  ap» 
pears  that  this  diftrid  was  better  peopled  a  few  years  ago  than 
it  is  at  prefent.  Within  thefe  two  or  three  years  140  pcrfons 
emigrated  from  hence  to  America ;  and  this  year  more  are  pre- 
paring to  followi  being  much  encouraged  by  the  flattering  ac- 
counts of  the  former  emigrants.  Sereral  families  have  re- 
mored  to  the  low  country,  where  the  wages  are  high.  The 
principal  caufe  of  the  decreafe  of  population  is  the  engroflUng 
and  uniting  feveral  farms,  and  turning  them  into  (heep^walks. 
Farms  that  formerly  fupported  8  or  9  families  are  now  oc- 
cupied by  only  2  or  3,  and,  in  fome  places,  folely  fay  one 
fhepherd.  But,  it  muft*  be  acknowledged,  that  the  pieient 
proprietors  have  given  preference  to  the  old  poflTcflbrs,  and,  in 
feveral  inftances,  renewed  their  leafes  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and 
upon  eafier  terms,  than  have  been  offered  to  them  by  ftrangers. 
«^The  yearly  average  of  births  is  46  $  of  marriages,  19  ;  and 
of  deaths,  28. 

StipirtJ,  Schools^  and  Pcvr— ^The  ftipeud  is  1400  merks 

Scotch, 

*  AU  kinds  of  provifiom  are  confidenblyiDcreaied  in  price.  As  there  it  so 
public  market,  erery  family  mod  provide  their  own  nece&ies.  A  fat  cow 
for  daughter,  which  30  years  ago  could  be  bought  at  L.  1 :  10,  now  cofts  L.6. 
Wethers,  butter,  cheefe,  geefe,  and  hens,  in  proportion.  Meal,  at  an  are- 
rage,  is*x6s.  barky  at  lis.  per  boU,  at  leaA.  The  day  wages  of  men  labour- 
ers  are  xs  without  vitals ;  of  mafons  is.  6d.  and  of  wrights  is.  6d.  Men* 
fervants  get  from  L.6  to  L.8  ptratuiMm\  and  fboiale  dhto,  from  JL. 5  to 
In3:xo. 
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Scotch,  including  L.  40  Scotch  for  communion  elements,  and 
39^  bolls  of  meal^  with  a  glebe  of  4t  acres.  There  are  3  pla« 
ces  of  worihip,  Ardchattan,  Muckairn,  and  Inverguefechan 
in  Glenetie :  at  the  laft  a  miflionary,  employed  by  the  com* 
mittee  for  managing  the  royal  bounty, preaches  alternately  with 
Glenco  and  Glencreran.  Captain  Duncan  Campbell  of  Loch« 
nell  18  patron— ~-«There  are  a  parochial  fchools,  one  in  Ard- 
chattan and  the  other  in  Muckairn,  with  a  falary  of  L.  10  fter- 
ling  to  each,  and  the  former  alfo  receives  the  intereft  of  L.  1000 
Scotch.  A  fchool  is  e(labli(hed  in  the  lower  part  of  Ardchat- 
tan parifli  by  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge, 
with  a  falary  of  L.  13  fterling ;  and  the  fchoolmafter^s  wife  has 
from  the  Society  L.  3  fterKng,  for  teaching  young  girls  to  fpin, 
and  knit  dockings,  which  is  of  great  benefit  to*  the  parifh. 
There  are,  befides,  3  or  4  private  fchools  in  remote  parts  of 
this  di(lri£t,  fupportcd  by  the  neighbouring  tenants,  whofe 
children  have  not  accefs  to  the  public  fchools.  The  number 
of  fcholars  at  all  thefe,  at  the  lowed  calculation,  amounts  to 

200  in  winter* The  number  on  the  poor^s  roll  is  45;  and 

tfiere  b  no  fund  for  their  fupport  but  the  weekly  colle£llcns  and 
dues  of  mort-ctoths,  the  yearly  amount  of  which  does  not  ex- 
ceed L*  17  or  L.  18  }— 'a  fum  very  inadequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  poor  ♦. 

Z  X  RoaJs^ 

*  A  ptrt  of  the  walls  of  the  old  priory  of  Ardchatttn,  founded  in  the  xsth 
centBTf  hy  J^in  M'Dougal  of  that  ilk,  ii  ftill  (bnding.  The  prefent  pro* 
prietor't  dwelling  honfe  wai  formerly  a  part  of  the  monaftery,  and  his  offices 
occupy  a  great  part  of  the  ground  upon  which  it  ftood.  What  now  remains 
of  the  priory  is  converted  into  burying  ground^  in  which  are  two  monnments 
an  niches  in  the  walls ;  each  has  a  ftone  coffin,  and  one  of  them  is  omament* 
cd  with  a  font,  and  toTcription  in  the  Runic  character.  On  two  graveftones  are 
iffigki  of  priefts  in  t  jear  pontifical  robes,  with  infcriptioni  in  the  &me charac* 
ter.    There  is  a  tradition,  that  in  a  parliament  Md  in  this  monaftery  by 

King 
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Roods,  Servicif,  and  Fuel. The  public  roads  are  in  good 

repair,  and  have  been  greatly  improved  within  thefe  few  years, 
which  renders  the  accefs  eafy  from  all  quarters  \  but  the  bye 
roadSf  efpecially  fuch  as  lead  to  the  glens,  are  rugged,  flippery, 
and  dangerous,  lying  in  fome  parts  along  the  brink  of  precipi* 
ces,  and  fo  narrow  that  two  men  can  hardly  pafs  each  other. 
The  ftatute  labour  is  converted  into  money.— ^  Some  perfonal 
ferviccs  are  ftill  txzGctA,  but  they  are  not  opprefEve,  requiring 
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King  Robert  Bruce,  immediately  after  his  defeat!  at  Methven  and  Dalree»  the 
pleadings  were  in  the  Celtic  language. 

In  this  diftriA  flood  the  famoui  dty  of  Bengmimm :  it  was  fitnated  between 
two  hiUsyOne  called  Dm  MatfiiehoM,  **  the  hitt  of  Snachan's  fon/'  and  the  o* 
ther,  much  foperior  in  height,  it  named  2>m  bhml  mn  righ^  "  the  hiU  of  the 
*'  king*!  town.**  A  ftreet  paved  with  common  fionei,  running  from  the  foot 
of  the  one  hill  to  the  other,  is  (UU  called  Straid^mb^ragMiy  **  the  market 
*'  flreet  ;**  and  another  place,  at  a  little  diftance,  goes  by  the  name  of  Strmid 
namimi  **  the  meal  flrect.**  About  xo  or  xi  years  ago  a  man,  cutting  peats 
in  a  mois  between  the  two  hills,  found  one  of  the  wooden  pipes  that  oonTcyed 
the  water  from  the  one  hiU  to  the  other,  at  the  depth  of  5  feet  below  the 
furface.  On  Dmm  MmefiUbM  is  a  large  heap  of  rubbilh  and  pumice  ftoncs ;  bat 
no  diftinA  traces  of  any  building  or  fortification  ca|n  now  be  feen  on  either  of 
the  hills,  the  foundations  having  been  dug  up  for  the  purpofe  of  ereOing  hou* 
fes  in  the  neighbourhood. 

There  is  a  tradition,  among  the  lower  dafs  of  people,  that  Beregonium 
was  deftroyed  by  fire  from  heaven.  In  confirmation  of  this  tradition,  it  may 
be  mentioned,  that  a  high  roi:k,  near  the  fummit  of  Dhm  UaUam  rij^h^  pn>je£b> 
ing  and  overhan^ng  the  road,  has  a  volcanic  appearance  and  a  moft  hide- 
ous afpcO.  Huge  fragments  have  tumbled  down  from  it.  Adjoining  to  this 
place,  is  a  fine,  open,  fpacious  bay,  with  a  Tandy  bottom,  capable  of  containing 
the  whole  navy  of  Great  Britain. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the  Druidical  monuments  in  this  di- 
ftrifl  Many  cairns  and  heaps  of  {h>ncs  are  to  be  feen  here  :  one,  in  parti- 
cular, near  the  centre  of  a  deep  mofs  about  3  or  4  miles  in  circumference.  In 
different  places,  are  (lones  rifing  i%  feet  above  the  furface  of  the  earth,  all  of 
them  one  fmgle  (lone ;  and,  at  a  fmall  diAance,  a  number  of  iaige  flones  froai 
%0  to  22  feet  in  length,  of  an  oval  figure. 


e^. 


«    '^i 

'^.^°^«. 


'•'*4 


''^/z. 


'^^ 


^>v 


4s 


*-v 


"cA  .^'^i-,-  ^"^h^    '^'9nt^  '^fd.L    ° 


•^4 


<^i» 


d 
in 

if  Is 

docs 

*tliof 

Alubri- 

^re  are 


'^■^^i^ 

W"*^- 


arifh,  ex« 

ttoned;  in 

Ad  fea  trout 

I  is  plentiful- 

9  and  cuddies, 

'  by  the  fifliers 

'  cockles  within 

^^rs,  has  proved 

^  l^orfe  loads  have 

^ firings  appear  on 

-  J^n  to  the  bay  and 

^^  tVi3  pAiiih  by  the 

*s  ID  admit  of  ex- 


OcmkmcTi  annual* 


tti  StatiJlkdJ  Account 

rapiditf,  and  at  ebb,  it  returns  with  a  violence  and  noife  nne* 
quailed  by  the  loudeft  catara6l.  Bat  there  is  fufficient  depth 
of  water,  between  the  ridge  of  rocks  and  the  land  on  the  weft 
fide,  for  veflels  of  any  fize  or  burden  to  pafs  and  repafs  with 
fafety  in  the  beginning  of  flood  or  ebb.  There  is  %  ferry  here, 
and  notvithftanding  its  alarming  appearance,  one  of  the  fafeft 
in  Scotland,  as  no  accident  has  happened  at  it  in  the  remem-  • 
brance  of  any  man  living. 

The  fides  of  Loch-Etie  are  pleafant ;  indented  into  creeks 
and  bays,  affording  fafe  anchorage  in  any  wind  whatever ;  de- 
lightfully variegated  with  hill  and  dale,  meadows  and  com« 
fields,  wood  and  water.  There  are  ievcral  f^mon  fiiherics  on 
its  (hores ;  and  it  abounds  with  fmall  red  cod  and  ciyldies  ; 
and,  in  fome  feafons,  a  few  herrings  are  caught  in  it.  Seals 
are  its  conftant  inhabitants ;  and  porpoifes  vifit  it  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  April,  and  take  leave  of  it  about  the  clofe  of  July. 

The  tide  flows  fix  hours,  and  takes  the  fame  time  to  return : 
it  runs  from  Connel  in  a  S.  E.  diredion  to  Bonawe,  and,  after 
running  along  the  north  fide  of  Cruachan  bean,  bends  its  courfe 
N.E.  till  it  terminates  in  Glenetie,.i.e.  the  valley  of  Eta,  famous 
for  being  the  refidence  of  Ufnath,  father  of  Nathos,  Althos,  and 
Ardan  ;  the  firft  of  whom  ran  away  with  Darthula,  wife  of 
Conquhah,  King  of  Ulftcr  in  Ireland,  which  is  thefubje£l  of 
a  beautiful  poem  of  Oflian.  Many  places  in  and  about  the 
loch  and  valley  of  Eta  confirm,  beyond  a  poflibility  of  doubt^ 
that  fuch  people  were  once  refident  there.  In  particular^  a 
fmall  ifland,  with  fome  vcftiges  of  a  houfe  upon  it,  goes  by 
the  name  of  Elain  Ufnicb^  or  the  ifland  of  Ufnath.  There  is 
alfo,  in  the  farm  of  Dalnefs  in  Glenetie,  a  rock  rifing  in  the 
form  of  a  cone,  on  the  end  of  a  high  hill,  commanding  a  ro- 
mantic profped,  which  to  this  day  retains  the  name  of  Grta* 
nan  Dtarduil^  the  bafl^ing  place  of  Darthula. 
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NUMBER    XXIV. 
PARISH    OF   KILMUIR   EASTER. 

(PkXSBYTERY  OF  TAIN,    SYNOD  OF  ROSS.) 
By  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Matheson. 


Namef  Extent,  and  Soil. 

THE  CehtCy  and  original  name  of  this  parifli,  is  Cilmoir 
or  Cilmarj,  CeliamaHde,  a  chapel  dedicated  to  the  Vin- 
gin  Mary ;  or  fe  called  in  honour  of  fome  lady  of  that  name» 
by  whom  it  was  built  and  endowed.  It  is  called  Kifanuir  Eaf- 
ter  to  diftinguifli  it  from  another  parifli  within  the  bounds  of 
tbe  fynod  of  Rofs^  which,  in  confequence  of  an  anneiadon 
^which  lately  took  place,  has  loft  its  antient  name  of  KU- 
inutr  WeftcTi  and  is  now  known  by  the  appellation  c^  Knock* 
bain. 

The  pari(h  lies  partly  in  the  county  of  Rofs,  and  partly  in 
she  county  of  Cromarty.  This  is  the  fituation  of  all  the  pap 
liihes  within  the  fynod  where  George,  the  firft  Earl  of  CromaD- 
ty,  had  any  property ;  that  nobleman  having  obuined  the  priTi^- 
lege  of  conftituting  his  whole  landed  property  in  Scotland  into 
a  feparate  county,  called  the  county  of  Cromarty  \  and  hb 
property  being  of  confiderable  extent,  and  in  detached  por- 
tions, it  forms  a  part  of  many  pariflies  in  the  fynod.  Thb  pa* 
riHi  is  about  10  miles  long,  and  4i  broad,  on  an  arerage.    It 
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18  bounded  on  the  E.  by  the  fmall  rirer  of  Balnagowo,  and  by 
the  fands  of  Nigg,  and  bay  of  Cromarty  on  the  S.  The  (ituation 
istrnly  delightful,  having  the  beft  cultivated  parts  of  (ixneigh- 
bouring  pariflies  full  in  view.  Beyond  thefe,  the  eye  extencla 
over  a  profpe£l  of  30  miles,  from  £.  to  W.  along  the  Firth  \ 
and,  towards  the  S.  £•  a  paflage  opens  between  the  two  rocks 
called  the  Sutors  or  Saviours  of  Cromarty,  through  which  a 
conliderable  part  of  the  county  of  Murray  is  viGble ;  and  all 
the  veflels,  fmall  and  great,  that  enter  into  the  bay,  and  an- 
chor in  this  Portus  Salutis^  are  feen  from  almoft  every  houle 
in  the  parifli ;  the  whole  forming  one  of  the  richeft  and  moft 
beautifully  variegated  landfcapes  in  Britain. 

The  foil  of  this  pariih  is  various :  along  the  (hore,  which  is 
flat,  it  is  generally  light  and  fandy,  but  in  rainy  feafons  very 
fertile;  and,  even  in  the  drieft  fummer,  it  feldom  fails  of 
yielding  a  fure  crop*  About  a  mile  from  the  Ihore,  and  al- 
moft parallel  to  it,  a  floping  bank  runs  from  £•  to  W.  through 
the  whole  pariih ;  here  both  the  foil  and  the  climate  begin  to 
change,  though  the  bank  at  its  utmofft  altitude  is  not  more 
than  30  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  In  place  of  the  Hght, 
warm,  and  fertile  foil  below,  one  meets  with  a  wet,  cold, 
and  furly  clay,  covered  with  a  or  3  inches  of  black  mofly  earth; 
and  in  many  places  a  black  pan,  hard  as  iron  ore,  runs  in  a  ftr»- 
tum  of  2  or  3  inches  thick  in  the  bofom  of  the  clay,  and  about 
8  or  9  inches  below  the  furf ace,  which  in  a  rainy  feafon  keeps 
the  water  floating  above,  prevents  early  fowing,  and  fome* 
time  ftarves  the  feed  in  the  ground.  This  bank,  however,  has 
for  the  moft  part  been  long  in  cultivation,  and  is  all  along 
covered  with  com-fields,  or  fown  grafs,  which,  with  a  dry 
fpting,  and  moderate  fummer  rains,  produce  heavy  crops. 
Behind  the  bank,  and  towards  the  north,  a  plain  of  4  miles 
long,  and  from  2  to  3  broad,  opens  to  view }  of  which  about 
a  fourth  part  isin  cultivation^  a  fourth  part  b  mofs  yielding 
3  V^^^ 
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peats  to  the  inhabitantSi  and  the  other  half  a  barren  muir,  of 
much  the  fame  foil  with  that  of  the  above-mentioned  bank. 
This  plain  is  terminated  on  the  N.  bf  a  range  of  low  hills,  cul- 
tiv^ated  in  moft  places  half  way  up  to  the  top  \  and,  behind 
thcfe  hillS)  a  fmall  part  of  the  parifli  runs  N.  feveral  miles,  in 
a  narrow  vale,  which  yields  fome  conii  and  affords  good  paf- 
tare  for  fheep  and  black-cattle. 

Climate^  Dlfeafes^  Ftjb^  {5'r.— Within  a  mile  of  the  ihore» 
which  is  (andy,  the  climate  is  often  mild  and  temperate;  while 
the  bank,  and  the  whole  tt^Q.  of  ground  behind  it,  is  cold  and 
covered  with  fnow.  This,  however,  is  only  at  intervals,  in 
the  winter  and  fpring  feafons ;  for  the  difference  of  climate  is 
fcarcely  perceptible  during  the  reft  of  the  year;  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  it  makes  any  materhl  odds  as  to  the  healtli  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  air,  upon  the  whole,  being  very  falubri- 
ouS|  the  people  in  general  enjoy  good  health ;  and  there  are 
many  inftances  of  longevity  in  the  pariih. 

There  are  no  rivers  or  freih- water  lakes  in  this  parifh,  ex- 
cepting the  fmall  river  of  Balnagown  already- mentioned;  in 
which^  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  large  burn  and  fea  trouc 
are  found  :  but,  in  good  fifliing-feafons,  the  parifii  is  plentiful- 
ly fupplied  with  haddocks,  cpd,  ikate,  flounders,  and  cuddies, 
from  the  Murray-Firth,  carried  here  in  baikets  by  the  fifliers 
of  Feam  and  Nigg.  There  is  a  bed  of  fmall  cockles  within 
the  bounds  of  the  parifh,  which^  in  fcarce  years,  has  proved 
Tery  ufeful  to  the  poor  people.  In  178 2^  40  horfe  loads  have 
been  taken  out  of  it  in  one  day.  When  herrings  appear  on 
the  coaft  of  Murray,  they  fometimes  come  in  to  the  bay  and 
firth  of  Cromarty^  and  are  killed  oppofite  to  this  parifli  by  the 
inhabitants;  though  not  in  fucb  (quantities  as  to  admit  of  ex« 
portation. 

Little  wheat  b  fown  here  for  market.     Gentlemen  annual- 
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ly  fow  no  more  than  isfufficient  to  fupply  their  own  families^ 
and  the  time  of  fowing  it  i$  firom  the  middle  of  September  to 
the  end  of  November  :~-rye,  oatSi  and  pcafe,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  March  to  the  middle  of  April ;  barley,  flaX|  and  pota« 
totSf  from  the  middle  of  April  till  the  20th  of  May ;  and  tur* 
nips  from  the  15th  to  the  25th  of  June.  The  hanreft  general- 
ly begins  about  the  20th  of  Auguft,  and^  in  good  weather^  the 
crop  is  fecured  by  the  middle  of  0£lober. 

/fff/fvfvfff^/f/x.— It  is  computed  that  300  acres  of  mulr 
ground  in  this  pari(h  have  beeo  brought  into  culture,  within 
the  lafl:  25  years ;  partly  by  mealers,  encouraged  by  the  pro* 
prietord,  and  enticed  to  build  huts  on  the  muir,  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  peats  and  turf^— partly  by  the  moft  fubftantial  farmers 
Mirhoi  as  they  proceed  to  inclofe  their  farms,  trench  the  barren 
ground  within  their  lines;  and  partly  by  the  proprietors^  who 
have  fet  the  exaipple  before  their  tenants*  The  late  Admiral 
Str  John  Lockhart  Rofs  added  45  acres  of  muir  ground  to  the 
policy  round  the  family  feat  *,  a  great  part  of  which  now 
yields  very  good  corn  and  grafs.  At  the  expence  of  L.  10,000 
ilerling,  laid  out  in  trenching,  building,  fencing,  &c.  in  the 
courfe  of  25  years,  he  has  greatly  beautified  the  face  of  the 
country }  and  made  Balnagown  one  of  the  moft  defirable  feats 
in  the  north.  Immenfe  trafts  of  ground,  at  proper  diftanccs 
from  the  houfe,  are  covered  with  very  thriving  plantations  of 
fir,  or  foreft  trees ;  moft  of  which  were  planted  by  his  imme- 
diate predeceflbr ;  and  of  which  his  family  now  begin  to  reap 
the  benefit.  Sir  Charles  Rofs  draws  upwards  of  L.  200  an- 
nually from  his  fir  wood  in  this  parifli.—— Within  a  mile  of 
the  houfe  of  Balnagown,  towards  the  S.  and  near  the  fliore» 
lies  New-Tarbat,  the  piincipal  feat  of  the  Earls  of  Cromarty  s 
this  place,  once  the  pride  of  Rofs,  both  for  fituauon  and  po* 
licy^  was,  during  the  forfeiture  of  that  family,  not  only  n&- 
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^€tci,  but  diimantled  of  its  principal  ornaments :  the  largelt 
fbreft  trees  ever  feen  in  this  country  were  cut  down,  and  fold 
to  a  company  at  Leith}  much  of  the  ground  within  the  policy 
was  parcelled  out  in  lots  to  difbanded  foldiers  and  failors ;  and 
the  moft  elegant  and  beft  iiniihed  houfe  in  the  three  counties 
was  allowed  to  fall  into  ruins.  The  place  however  promifes, 
in  a  few  years  hence,  to  recover  its  antient  beauty  and  gran- 
deur.—The  late  Lord  M'Leod,  immediately  upon  the  reilora« 
tion  of  his  eftate,  began  to  extend  and  inclofe  the  policy;  planted 
many  thoufand  foreft  and  fir  trees,  which  are  now  in  a  thriv« 
ing  condition ;  and  built  a  fuperb  houfe  upon  a  modern  plan, 
'Whicb,  in  point  of  elegance  and  accommodation,  is  inferior  to 
few  feats  in  Scotland.  What  was  left  unfiniflied  of  his  lord* 
ihip's  plans,  are  now  tarried  on  with  attention  and  tafte  by 
Captain  Kenneth  M'Kenzie,  his  fucceflbr,  and  the  rcprefenta- 
tive  of  ths^t  honourable  family. 

Farms  and  iSriv/.— The  difproportion  of  farms  in  this  pa* 
rifh  is  very  great;  fome  renting  50,  fome  100,  and  fome  150 
acres,  while  others  poiTefs  no  more  than  from  3  to  1 2.  By  an 
union  of  farms  that  lately  took  place,  many  of  the  fmall  te* 
nants  were  obliged  to  retire  to  the  wafte  grounds,  a  limited 
portion  of  which  is  ailigned  to  each  of  them  by  the  proprie^ 
tors :  here  they  plant  potatoes;  and,  by  induftry  andperfev&- 
rance,  bring  two,  three,  or  more  acres  to  culture,  in  the 
courfe  of  7  years ;  during  which  time,  they  fit  rent-free,  ex- 
cepting a  fmall  acknowledgement  in  hens  and  eggs.  There  is 
no  other  encouragement  given  them,  excepting  an  advance  of 
208.  to  aifift  them  in  building  a  houfe,  the  value  of  which  they 
mud  leave  upon  the  ground  when  they  remove ;  and,  if  they 
continue  in  pofleflion  after  the  7  years  are  expired,  they  pay, 
fome  le{s  and  fome  more,  for  every  acre  in  cultivation. 

The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  is  L.  26^1  Scotch :  the  real 
A  a  a  rent 
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rent  does  not  much  exceed  L.  1400  (lerling.  The  land  next 
the  {here  lets  at  zos.  per  acre,  and  near  the  village  of  MOn- 
town  30s.  and  upwards  is  paid  for  fmall  lots ;  but  more  remote 
from  the  ihore,  the  farmers,  on  an  average,  pay  no  more  than 
158.  per  acre.— The  proprietors  begin  to  fee  the  advantage  of 
granting  leafes  to  their  tenants,  and  to  convert  the  half  of  tbe 
vi£tual  rent  into  monej,  at  i  4s*  per  boll,  including  caftoms 
and  fervices. 

Kumber  of  Proprietors^  fa*r.— There  are  6  proprietors ;  3 
eitlier  occafionally  or  conftantly  refide  in  the  parifli :  15  fmall 
feuars  in  the  village  of  Milntown,  moft  of  whom  have  no  more 
than  \  of  an  acre  each ;  17  larger,  and  about  40  fmalkr  te- 
hants  \  and  a  great  number  of  new  fettlers,  paying  from  5s.  to 
20s.  rent  each.    There  are  4  (hop -keepers,  3  diftiUers,  12  ma- 
fons,  4  cart-wrights,  i  cooper,  6  houfe-carpenters,  4  Uack- 
fmiths,  I  carpet. weaver,  2  ftocking-weavers,  15  common  wea- 
'vers,  iptaylors,  10  {hoe*makers,  and  20  lime-makers.  The  pa- 
rifli is  well  fituated  for  carrying  on  manufaAures  of  difiereUt 
kinds ;  but  no  plan  has  been  hitherto  adopted  that  feems  pro- 
miiing  of  fuccefs  in  that  way.    Mr  John  Montgomery,  mer- 
chant in  Milntown,  has  introduced  the  fpinning  of  flax  among 
the  people,  and  has  been  pretty  fuccefsful  for  30  years  in  that 
branch ;  fo  that  all  the  women,  old  and  young,  are  become 
dexterous  at  the  fpinning  wheel,  and  have  greatly  increafed 
their  yearly  income  by  it,     A  (locking  maiiufaffcory  was  lately 
introduced  to  the  pariih,  under  the  patronage  of  Sir  John 
Lockart  Rofs,  which  did  not  meet  with  that  encouragement 
which  might  be  expelled.   It  is  now  carried  on  folely  by  Mr 
Montgomery,  who  feems  to  think,  that  it  will  not  prove  a 
profitable  trade  in  this  country  for  fome  time. 

jP<?^/j/wff.— — It  is  certain  that  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
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}n  tUs  psi^iflii  is  triple  what  it  was  50  years  ago^  This  in« 
creafe  is  afcribed  to  the  great  extent  of  iroproreable  wade 
groand  in  the  parifh,  the  eafy  accefd  to  fuel^  and  the  encou- 
v^ement  given  by  proprietors  and  tenants  to  day-Iabourera : 
tliefe  indttcem«nts  led  many  emigrants  from  the  Highland  p»- 
rUhes  to  fettle  here.  And»  in  the  year  1763,  the  commif- 
fioners  for  managing  the  annexed  ftatea^  fettled  4S-famiUes  of 
4li{banded  foldiers  and  failors  at  once  in  the  parifli ;  allowing 
to  each  a  houfc  and  three  acres  of  arable  landj  expedting^  that 
in  procefe  of  thne  thefe  families  would  prove  a  nuriery  f^  the 
afitiy  and  navy ;  but,  in  the  courfe  of  10  y^ars*  there  remain« 
ed  in  the  parifli  no  more  than  2  families  of  thefe  ftrangerSf  all 
the  reft  having  deferted  their  lots,  whieh  are  now  Occupied  by 
a  more  induftrious  fet  of  people. 

Fopolation  is  daily  on  the  inereafe.  Fifty  new  houftft  have 
hctti  built  within  the  laft  four  years }  atid  there  is  not  oiie  un- 
inhabited hbttfe  in  the  parifh.— By  an  accurate  lift  taken  In  A- 
pril  laft,  there  irere  then  livixig  in  the  parifli,  {975  perfons :  of 
whom,  there  were. 

Under  10  years  of  age         -  450 

Between  10  and  50        -        •       j^oo 
"    '        50  and  70      -      -      •    581  " 
'  70  and  80       -        •       35 

■  ■   ■  ■     80  and  90      •       •       -      7 
'■  90  atid  100*     »      •     -      a 

«97S 

The  return  to  Dr  Wcbfter,  In  1755,  was  1095  fouls. 

AbflraSt 

*  A  fea-faring  man  died  bft  ipring  in  the  parifli,  who,  thou^^  he  did  not 
know  with  cettalntf  the  year  tfiat  gate  him  Utth,  yet,  from  rimafrkaile  Ma 
1^  fetcms  f«nieitfl>eitd  hy  frin,  It  wal  ^  to  detiMinhie  thae  ^  HflfiaiM 
looyeanofager.    WetoalktBt  i»mettthrtiKctfthcf«iriflie^b<|>ltwlfc^ 
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AbJbraB  vf  the  Baptifms^  Marriages^  and  Burial/,  for  6  yarf 
friceding  i^tb  OBoter  1790. 


Tcm. 

9»pm». 

Uutkff*. 

Bartdf. 

1784 

-      40 

7 

54 

178J 

.        -      4<S 

-      10         •        • 

28 

X786 

•        -      44 

.  .    10 

41 

1787 

.      4a 

8         . 

.         25 

1788 

■       -     45 

8 

.        38 

1789         . 

.       .      53 

-        9        -        . 

.        32 

270 

54 

2l8 

i 

Lverage    45 

9 

36t 

Tlie  great  difproportion  that  appears  in  this  abftraft,  arifes 
ducfly  from  the  manf  emigrant  families  that  fettle  yearly  in 
the  pariih*  The  great  number  of  barials  in  1784  vms  occa- 
fioned  chiefly  by  the  fmali  pox ;  iince  that  period,  the  people 
have  been  perfuaded  to  pra£iice  inoculation,  and  they  have 
experienced  the  happy  eflfcds  of  iu 
• 

General  CiaraOer  of  tie  PeopJe^'^^Tht  people  are  fober,  re- 
gularj  and  indullrious;  though,  it  is  to.be  lamented,  that 
there  are  many  among  them  whofc  morals  are  corrupted,  by 
having  too  eafy  accefs  to  fpirits,  there  being  upwards  of  30 
tippling  houfes  in  the  parifh,  and  only  one  principal  inn ;  an 
evil  that,  (in  the  opinion  of  many),  might  in  a  great  meafure 
4  be  prevented^  were  the  proprietors  to  make  the  retail  of  fpirits 
r  an  irritancy  in  all  the  leafes  they  grant,  as  nothing  would  con«  ' 

tribute 

.• 
la  Soedu4  in  the  dole  of  thelaft  ^century ;  and  ikw  a  conunon  coffin  vith 
hin^  upon  It,  made  on  purpoft  for  buiyitig  the  people  that  pcriihed  on  the 
.  ^^w?7s  iioiriivut  oC  feod*    He  m  6^  yean  an  cUer  of  this  church. 
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tribute  more  to  introduce  fobriety  among  the  people,  than  tA 
have  the  number  of  whiiky  retailers  circumfcribed.  Three  re« 
tailing  houfes  in  the  pariOi  would  be  more  than  fufficient  to 
anfwer  all  the  neceflary  demands  of  the  public.  But  it  defervet 
to  be  remarked,  that,  notwithftanding  tHe  free  ufe  of  fpirits 
among  the  people^  few  feuds  and  quarrels  ate  heard  of  in  the 
parifh. 

Church,  Schools,  and  -Ptfor.— The  church  was  built  anno 
i62i»-i_The  (lipend  has  lately  received  an  augmentation^ 
and,  with  a  glebe  improved  by  the  prefent  incumbent  at  a 
great  expence,  is,  communihus  annis,  equal  to  L.  ioo.«— — The 
family  of  Cromarty  have  been  always  acknowledged  the  un- 

difputed  patrons. There  are  2  fchools  in  the  pariih ;  the 

one  fupported  by  the  heritors,  the  other  by  the  Society  for 
propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge.  The  parochial  fchool  has 
no  more  than  loo  merks  Scotch  for  falary ;  which,  with  all 
the  fchool  dues  and  emoluments,  are  not  fufficient  to  provide 
the  teacher  with  the  common  neceflaries  of  life.  The  Society 
allow  L.  f  3  fterling  to  the  teacher  employed  by  them.  There 
are  upwards  of  120  children  taught  at  thefe  fchools ;  and  the 
happy  efie£ls,  in  the  manners  and  morals  of  the  people,  ap«  , 

pear  every  year  more  and  more  confpicuous* The  Celtic  is 

the  prevailing  language ;  but  there  are  very  few  under  30  yean 
of  age  in  the  pariih,  who  do  not  fpeak  both  that  and  Engliflu 
The  average  number  of  poor  who  now  receive  alms  is 
loo.  The  fum  diftributed  annually  among  them  feldom  ex* 
ceeds  L.  15  fterling.  This  fum  arifes  partly  from  the  weekly 
coUedions,  and  partly  by  a  fmall  fum  eftablilhed  in  plentiful 
years ;  and  which  lately  received  an  addition  of  L.  24  fterling, 
the  donation  of  die  deceafed  Mrs  Frafer  of  Pitcailzien.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  money,  under  the  management  of  the  fef* 
fion^  is  appropriated  to  the  relief  of  poor  perfons  confined  to 
3  the 
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ibe  be4  of  Cckneis.  The  poorj  who  are  able  to  trarel  bom 
door  tQ  4oor  for  their  fubfiftence^  have  no  more  allowed  them 
Uum  what  will  purchase  a  pair  of  flioes  once  in  the  jear  *. 

Modt  jfCtf/fitw/MM.— There  are  84  ploughs  in  the  parilb : 
fnoft  of  t|iem  of  the  old  Scotch  conftru£tioni  and  well  adapt- 
ed for  the  ftony  ground.  The  proprietors}  and  firft  rate  farm* 
era,  ufe  the  Englifli  plough^  drawn  by  two  horfes ;  and,  if 
|he  land  be  ftiQFj  two  oxen  are  comxnonlj  yoked  after  the  hor- 
fes. 

*  The  avenge  price  of  barley,  meal,  and  peafe,  for  the  laft  15  years,  may 
he  rated,  emmumhmi  amut^  at  XM.  6d.  per  bolL  Dttriag  that  period,  ndnal 
was  fold  in  thisparifli  for  98.  and  I0f.—4n  other  years  it  was  ibid  for  xis.  and 
frequently  for  xs%*  per  boll  of  9  ftones :  oats  .ibid  ixam  los.  to  zas.  per  boll ; 
potatoes  for  8s.  and  ibme  years  for  xos.  per  boU.  ■  The  aTeragp  price  of 
hcef,  mutton,  pork,  and  veal,  from  the  beginninj^  of  O^hiber  to  the  firft  of 
January,  b  3d.  for  thofe  of  the  heft,  and  od.  halfpenny  for  tfaoTe  of  infinior 
qualities.  During  the  reft  of  the  year,  butcher  meat,  except  mntton,  g^es 
higher  prices. — ^Frefh  butter  fells  for  8d.  per  lb.  x6  onnoes;  iaked  batter  m 
caflis  for  xas»  per 41006;  common  cheefe  4s.  and  cbecfe  of  a  ii|perior  quality 
5s.  and  fometimes  6s.  per  ftone :  t|ie  price  of  a  good  hen  is  6d.— a  dock  8d.~ 
»  chicken  ad«-^ggt  xd.  per  dozen. 

The  wages  of  labourers  are  in  proportion  to  the  ftrength  and  flLill  of  the 
peifons  employed.  Some  men  get  8d.  while  others  receive  no  more  than  6d. 
per  day.  The  wages  of  women,  efpecially  in  harveft,  are  of  late  years  in- 
creafed  from  4d.  to  6d.  per  day ;  out  of  which  they  fiimiih  their  own  prari« 
lions*  The  day's  pay  of  a  maibn,  carpenter,  and  fUtor,  is  ^m  is.  2d  to 
IS.  6d.  p^day.  Shoe^makers,  taybrs,  and  wearers,  make  their  own  prices, 
.there  being  no  ftandard  in  the  parish  to  regulate  the  vahie  of  this  work.— >Do- 
meftic  and  farm  ienraats  have,  at  an  average,  L.  3  ^  cmnn*.  Ont-fcrvants 
ate  allowed  L.  3  wages,  and  6  bolls  meal  for  maintenance ;  tqgether  with  (b 
much  arable  land,  rent-free,  as  is  fufficient  to  provide  7  or  8  bolls  of  poutocs, 
a  free  houft,  garden,  and  peats  :  all  which  Is  computed  to  be  worth  JL.  xa 
ptr  tuaum  yr^  OiiBciency  in  this  QOUQtry  to  enable  a  careful,  fober  man,  with 
tjbe  alCftance  of  a  viituous  wife,  to  hve  more  comfortably  than  many  of  the 
.farmers,  and  to  tear  a  family  of  children  till  they  art  of  age  to  work  for  their 
bread. 
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fes.— If  thefeafon  is  favourablct  raoft  of  the  ftrongeft  land  ia 
ploughed  in  the  months  of  0£loberi  November,  and  Decern* 
bcr.— The  rotation  commonly  obfcrved  of  late,  by  the  prin* 
cipal  farmers,  is,  to  fow  barley  and  grafs  feeds  after  the 
land  has.been  prepared  by  green  crops ;  and,  after  refting  for 
two  or  three  years,  the  fame  field  is  ploughed  up  again  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  with  a  rich  foggage,  which  in  a  great  mea^ 
fure  fupplies  the  want  of  manure ;  and  yields  the  firft  year  a 
good  crop  of  barley,  the  next  a  crop  of  oats,  and  the  third 
year,  a  crop  of  peafe,  potatoes,  or  turnips,  which  prepares  it 
for  laying  down  again  with  barley  and  grafs  feeds*  By  this 
mode^  the  land  is  always  kept  clean,  and  in  good  condition. 
But  it  muft  be  remarked,  that  though  this  be  the^noft  approved 
plan^  few  in  the  parifli  have  hitherto  followed  it.  The  people 
in  general,  however,  begin  to  fee  the  advantage  of  fowing 
grals  feeds,  and  of  adhering  to  a  regular  rotation  of  crops  \ 
and  it  is  very  probable  that  the  pra£lice  wiir  prevail  univerfal- 
ly  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years.  The  (heep  farming  lately  in- 
troduced into  this*  country,  will  foon  compel  the  people  to  fow 
conCderable  quantities  of  grafs  feeds.— ^Formerly,  they  got 
moil  of  their  cattle  grazed  on  the  neighbouring  hills,  at  the  rate 
of  i8d«  per  head,  for  4  or  5  months  of  the  year :  thefe  hills 
arc  now  covered  with  (heep  \  and  the  low  country  farmer  muft  " 
reduce  his  ftock  of  blacknrattle,  in  proportion  to  the  grafts  he 
can  raife  annually  upon  his  farm. 

Produce. — The  vegetable  produ&ions  of  thepariihhave  alrea,* 
dy  been  fpecified.  About  two-thirds  of  the  barley  is  diftille^  ^ 
in  thi)  and  the  neighbouring  parifhes  into  whiiky ;  and  nearly 
the  fame  proportion  of  oats  and  oat«meal  is  bought  up  by  com* 
million,  and  carried  to  market  -,-^fo  that  the  produce  of  the 
pariih  is  much  more  than  fufficient  for  the  confumpt  of  the  in« 
habitant,— « With  refpeA  to  animal  produdionsj  it  is  com* 
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puted  that  there  are  about  800  black-cattle^  300  horfcs,  and 
about  900  (heep  in  the  parifh.  A  third  of  the  black  cattle,  are 
what  IS  commonly  called  here,  true  Highlanders ;  the  reft 
cither  have  been  introduced  into  the  parifti  from  Fife  and  Aber- 
deen, or  are  a  crofs  breed  between  thtfe  and  the  Highland 
bull :  thefe  lad  are  by  far  the  bed  cattle  in  the  patifh,  and  by 

all  appearance  will  prevail. The  breed  of  horfes  has  been 

greatly  improved  of  late  years ;  but  the  fmall  hardy  Highland 
breed  are  dill  preferred  by  pcrfons  who  have  but  fmall  lots  of 
land,  becaufe  they  are  eaGIy  fupportcd. — The  fliecp  arc  all  of 
the  fmall  country  breed,  except  a  few  large  ones  kept  by  gen* 

tlemen  M'ithin  their  policy, The  deer,  in  winter  and  fpring, 

vifit  the  heights  of  this  pari(h.  There  are  many  foxes  and 
hares ;  and  fome  badgers  and  otters. — Mod  of  the  fea  fowls 
known  in  Scotland  frequent  the  fhore  in  great  numbers,  parti- 
cularly in  dormy  and  fcvere  winters.  In  the  inland  and  High- 
land parts  of  the  parifh,  there  is  a  great  variety  of  game :  muir- 
fowl,  black-cock,  wood-cock,  wood-pigeon,  curlew,  plover,  &c. 
but,  though  all  thefe  are  inhabitants  of  the  parifli,  it  is  proper 
to  obferve,  that  there  are  not  many  of  each  kind  *. 

Mifcellaneous 

*  The  only  remains  of  antiquity  that  ftood  In  this  pari0),  were  laft  year  re- 
moved. In  the  solace  of  Delny,  once  a  principal  feat  of  the  Earls  pf  Rofs, 
flood  the  ruins  of  a  Romifh  chapel  on  a  plcafant  bank,  (urroundcd  with  graves. 
This  fpot  has  been  dcferted  as  a  burying  place  for  many  years  ;  and  the  pre- 
fcnt  farmer  (not  adverting  to'  the  impropriety  of  fiich  a  mcafure)  catricd  a^ay 
^Ml  the  (tones  to  build  his  farm  houfes,  and  the  nibbifli  to  meliorate  his  land  ; 
and  ploughed  up  the  burying  ground*  with  an  intention  to  make  it  an  addition 
to  a  corn  fitk!.  The  prefent  incumbent,  having  heard  of  this  fpecics  of  iacri- 
Icgc,  vifitcd  the  fpot,  and  found  it  co\ered  with  the  bones  of  the  dead,  turned 
up  with  the  plough.  The  indelicacy  of  his  conduA  was  rcprefcntcd  to  the  form- 
>r ;  and  he  was  perAiadcd  to  colleO  the  rcliqucs,  and  to  dcpoflt  them  again  in 
*thc  earth ;  and  he  Solemnly  engaged  to  draw  lines  round  the  facrcd  /pet,  to 
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Atifcellaneous  Ohfcrvations.-'-^ThcTc  arc  3  public  roads  in 
the  pariflii  running  parallcly  and  nearly  at  equal  diftances  from 

B  b  2  one 

•re£l  a  (lone  in  the  middle  with  a  fuitablc  mrcription,to  fow  down  the  rp*t  with 
gnfs  feeds,  and  never  more  to  difturb  the  manes  of  his  fathers. 

In  the  vicinity  of  this  chapel  is  an  emineace,  called  Cum  am  tagairt,  or 
PriefthiU.  Near  this  pbcc  (lood  the  remains  of  a  crofs,  at  the  extremity  of  a 
fmall  village.  Thither  all  the  people  belonging  to  the  barony  of  Delny,  which 
comprehended  a  great  part  of  the  county  of  Rofs,  reibrted  once  in  the  year, 
to  pay  homage  to  their  fuperior.  Here  alio  the  barons  held  their  criminal 
courts ;  and,  if  tradition  can  be  credited,  the  pnniihment  inflicted  upon  crimi- 
xkaXs  was,  to  hang  the  men  and  drown  the  women.  Correfponding  to  this 
tradition,  there  Is  a  hill  within  a  computed  mile  of  Delny ,  called  Cncc  na  <r9icb^ 
or  Gallows-hill ;  and  on  the  fummit  of  this  hill  is  a  circular  pool  of  water,  ma* 
ny  fathoms  deep,  called  p9ul  a  UaiJb^  or  the  Drowning-pool. 

In  the  year  175X,  as  labourers  were  digging  a  bank  of  earth  near  the  village 
of  Milntown,  they  found  4  (lones  (landing  cre€t  in  the  earth,  and  forming  a 
cirrle.  Here  the  men  looked  for  a  treafure  :  and,  after  having  with  much  at- 
tention opened  the  earth,  they  found  a  human  ikeleton,  fitting  in  an  ereA  po^ 
tare,  on  a  feat  feemingly  made  for  that  purpofe.  Many  credible  perfons 
now  living,  authenticate  this  as  a  fa^  known  to  thcmfclves.  Tradition  (ays, 
that  fcreral  perfons  have  been  buried  alive  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  pariib, 
by  the  dire^ion  of  a  cruel  and  arbitrary  landlord,  who  was  proprietor  of  thefe 
lands  in  the  beginning  of  laU  cc^ntury. 

Till  of  late  years,  little  barrows  or  tumuli  in  the  parifh,  were  avoided  by 
the  people  with  particular  caution.  The  tradition  regarding  them  is,  that 
the  plague  had  once  made  great  ravages  in  this  country,  and  that  all  who  died 
of  this  difeafc  were  buried  under  thefe  tumuli.  Such  was  the  terror  of  the 
people  for  the  plague,lhap  they  would  cot  fo  much  as  tread  upon  one  of  them, 
oriufler  their  hories  or  carriages  to  touch  them.  So  late  as  1 768,  one  of  thefe 
toAuli,  not  much  larger  than  a  cart  load  of  earth,  was  left  an  igfipadiment  on 
the  middle  of  the  road,  at  the  principal  entry  of  the  village  of  Milntown  ;  and 
no  argument  could  prevail  with  the  inhabitants  to  remove  it.  At  length,  a 
certain  peribn,  who  wilhed  to  undeceive  the  people,  and  cure  them  of  their 
prcjodlcef,  undertook  to  remove  this  little  barrow ;  and,  while  he  was  thus 
dUpLayin^  his  courage,  the  whole  inhabitants  of  the  village  furrounded  him, 
diffoading  him  from  the  dangerous  undertaking,  and  looking  every  momeut 
far  his  falling  down  dead  before  them  :  he  lives,  however,  to  this  day,  after 

tcmoving 
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one  another.  Thefe  have  been  hitherto  kept  in  good  repair 
bytheftatute-labour  \  but  it  is  propofed  to  convert  the  ftatute- 
labour  into  money ;  and,  if  that  plan  is  adopted^  time  will 
difcover  whether  it  will,  or  will  not,  prove  advantageous  to  the 
inhabitants  and  to  the  public*  ■  There  arc  three  bridges 
in  the  parifii.  Two  of  them  are  built  ovef  the  water  of 
fialnagown  ;  the  other  over  a  'river  into  which  the  fea  flows 
at  ftream  tides,  and  whichj  before  this  bridge  was  built  in 
1 7899  proved  very  inconvenient  to  travellers. 

There  is  an  extenfive  level  bed  of  (hellS)  of  diverfe  kindSf 
in  the  fands  of  Ncw-Tarbat  and  Nigg,  chiefly  the  property  of 
the  family  of  Cromartyi  ahd  manufadured  into  lime  by  perfons 
trained  up  to  the  buflnefs  from  their  infancy.  There  are  20  - 
men,  with  their  wives  and  children,  who  are  employed  in  this 
trade*  At  fulLfea,  they  go  from  the  fliore  in  boats>  caft  an- 
chor over  the  bed  of  (hells,  and  remain  there  till  the  fea  ebbs ; 
then  all  hands  begin  to  dig  up  the  (hells  and  freight  the  boats  \ 
and  they  are  ready  by  the  time  of  flood  to  return  to  the  (hore: 
this  is  attempted  only  in  the  fummer  feafon.  The  lime  ma« 
tiufa£kured  from  thefe  (hells  is  reckoned  an  excellent  cement 
for  building,  and  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  plaiftering,  and  fini(h« 
cd  work*  There  are  8  boats  in  tlie  pari(h ;  5  of  which  are 
employed  in  the  lime  trade  for  3  or  4  months :  during  the 
reft  of  the  year,  they  either  fi(h  on  the  neighbouring  coafts, 
or  are  employed  ta  carrying  corn  and  peats  to  the  oppofite 
fliore. 


fftmoTing  this  bug-bear,  and  redncbg  the  groond  to  a  lerel  with  the  road. 
From  that  period,  little  regard  is  paid  to  the^  tumuli ;  fome  of  theat  hare  bcp 
opened,  but  nothing  found  wottby  of  remark. 
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NUMBER      XXV. 

» 

PARISH   OF    KINNEFF. 

(PR£SBYTSRT  OF    FORDOK,    SYKOD    OF  ANGUS    AK9 
MEARN9,    COUNTY   OF  KINCARDINE.) 

By  tie  Rev.  Mr.  Patrick  Stewart. 


Name,  Exient,  Surface^  (sfc. 
'T^HE  parifii  has  probably  taken  its  name  from  a  caftle,  the 
'^  ruins  of  which  are  ftiil  to  be  feen  upon  the  margin  of  tht 
fea,  not  above  loo  yards  diftant  from  the  churchi  and  to 
which  the  church  had  been  a  chapel.  There  are  alfo  the  re- 
mains  of  a  religious  houfci  called  St  Arnty^s  kill,  at  the  N* 
comer  of  the  farm  garden,  :n  a  ftraight  line  betwixt  the  church, 
which  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  f  arniflied  clergy  to  the  chapel. 
There  is  a  fmall  head-land,  about  200  yards  N.  £•  of  the  cat 
tie,  which  might  have  given  rife  to  the  name.  Hiftory  does  nql^ 
mention  by  whom  the  caftle  was  built,  or  the  church cndowe 
There  is  a  vulgar  tradition,  that  the  former  was  ere£led  1 
of  our  kings  of  the  name  of  Kenneth,  and  was  a  royal  refi- 
dence.— »The  church  is  about  a  miles  1>I.  £.  from  the  bmgh  of 
Bervie.— *The  pariih  extends  along  the  fea-coaft,  from  tbe 
mouth  of  the  river  Bervie  northward,  about  the  fpace  of  5 
miles*— There  are  in  the  pariih  many  rifing  grounds  or  fmall 
a  hill^ 


idowe^i 
ibyotiS 
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hlUsj  moftly  covered  with  heath ;  wherein  is  to  be  be  found  a 
coarfe  done  with  s^otten  furfaceiat  a  fmall  depth  under  ground. 
The  foil,  particularly  along  the  coafti  is  a  fine  rich  loam  mix- 
ed with  clay;  yielding  plentiful  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  beans, 
peafe,  and  fown  grafs,  when  improved  in  the  modem  man- 
net,  by  fallow,  draining  and  lime.  The  higher  grounds  at 
fome  diilance  from  the  coaft,  yield  good  crops  of  oats,  bear, 
peafe,  turnip,  and  grafs :  and  the  induftrious  farmer,  by  ju- 
dicious management,  here  finds  his  labour  well  rewarded.-^ 
As  the  parifh  lies  high,  without  lochs  or  fwamps,  the  air  is 
very  healthy. 

Rivers i  Sea-Coqflt  and  Minerals. '-^^Thctc  are  only  1  or  3 
fmall  rivulets  in  the  parifli ;  which,  by  means  of  dams,  make 
a  fiiift  to  turn  water  mills,  principally  in  the  winter  feafon. 
—The  (hore,  which  bounds  the  parifli  on  the  £•  for  about  5 
miles,  as  mentioned  above,  is  bold  and  rocky ;  the  tide^'reach- 
es  the  foot  of  the  rock,  which  rifcs  abruptly  from  20  to  60 
yards  in  perpendicular  height.  The  rock  is  for  the  moil  part 
of  the  peafe-porridge  or  plum-pudding  kind ;  and  is  thought 
to  have  the  appearance  of  lava.  The  foundings  all  along  the 
coaft,  at  100  yards  or  Icfs  from  the  fliore,  are  from  8  to  13 
or  14  fathoms.  There  are  no  rocks  which  cannot  be  feen  at 
low  watcr.-»The  ftrata  of  the  rocks  dip  to  the  S.  W.  from  30 
to  40  degrees*— The  bold  fhore,  leaving  only  a  fmall  fpacc 
flof  the  rocky  bottom  uncovered  at  low  water,  but  a  fmall  quan- 
flity  of  kelp,  perhaps  only  4  or  5  tons  annually,  is  made  in  this 
parifli;  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  fea- ware  is  of  little  be* 
ntfit. The  beft  creek  in  the  parifli  is  at  Caterline,  belong- 
ing to  the  Vifcount  Arbuthnojt,  which  has  two  boats ;  and, 
if  fome  money  were  laid  out  in  raifing  a  fmall  pier  at  this 
town,  where  there  is  a  good  Gtuation  for  it,  it  would  afford  a 
<cnvcnienc  aodfafe  harbour  for  coaiters  of  30 or 40 tons  burden; 

and 
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and  a  good  Gtuation  for  a  village,  for  the  accommodation  of 
tradefmen  and  roanufafiurers,  might  be  had  in  the  neighbouiw 
hood.  The  great  quantity  of  corn  fold  annually  by  the  farm- 
ers would  be  of  advantage  to  fuch  a  village.— The  next  place 
of  reGdence  for  white-iifliers  is  Gap-hill,  about  half  a  mile  S. 
of  Caterlinc.  It  formerly  had  two  boats,  now  it  has  only  one, 
and  lies  in  a  fmall  bay,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Tod-head, 
called  Braddan-bay.  This  bay  is  about  100  yards  in  ex- 
tent, with  a  rocky  bottom,  and  gravelly  beach,  where  fmall 
barks  in  fummer  unload  lime,  coals,  &c. — >— There  are  no 
quarries  except  the  fea-rocks  above  mentioned.  They  make  a 
(Irong,  durable,  ftraight  wall,  but  are  rather  too  hard  for  hew- 
ing* Thefe  rocks  have  been  ufed  for  mill-ilones,  and  are  in 
great  repute  for  that  purpofe* 

Population.'^ln  1755,  the  number  of  fouls  was  858.  They 
have  fince  increafed ;  for,  by  a  very  accurate  vifitation-roU 
lately  taken  up,  it  contains  about  1000  fouls.^There  is  neither 
town  nor  village,  nor  6  families  dwelling  together,  (the  fea- 
towns  of  Gap-hill  and  Caterline  excepted),  in  all  the  parifii* 

The  following  Statement  is  taken  from  the  Regifter  of  Bapttfms 
and  Marriages. 

Baptifms. 


Males. 

Females. 

Tobi. 

MuTiage* 

From  1750  to  1760 

-          127 

.38 

265 

89 

From  1760  to  1770 

.          129 

97 

226 

87 

From  1770  to  1780 

.            96 

91 

193 

102 

From  1780  to  1790 

93 

98 

191 

6$ 

44S         43^        875        343 

It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  according  to  the  fciEon  clerk*s 

account. 
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account,  there  may  be  30  or  40  baptifms,  through  the  care« 
leflhcfs  of  the  parents  and  church  ofEcer,  neglected  to  be  k« 

giftered  in  the  above  period. The  yearly  average  of  burials 

for  6  years,  preceding  1790,  is  I4t« 

There  are  8  heritors  in  the  parifh.  The  number  of  farmers 
is  about  35 }  whereof  12  poflefs  pretty  extenfive  farms,  paying 
from  L.  280  down  to  L.  70  of  yearly  rent  j  and  the  fmaller 
farmers  pay  from  L.70  to  L«io. — ^There  are  alfo  about  150  fa* 
milies,  or  houfes  where  families  live.  The  number  of  white* 
fifliers,  both  old  and  young,  in  the  fea*towns,  b  about  i8. 
There  are  as  many  houfe- carpenters,  joiners,  taylors,  and  o* 
ther  artificers,  as  are  needful  for  the  ordinary  fupply  of  the 
parifli.  There  are  alfo  about  20  weavers ;  who  are  principal- 
ly employed  in  manufa£hiring  facking  and  ticking,  which  arc 
the  ordinary  clothes  made  for  fale  in  this  parifli* 

All  the  fnhabitants  are  of  the  Eftabliflied  church,  except  2 
men  and  4  women  Scotch  Epifoopals,  and  one  man  and  his 
wife  of  the  Englifli  church. 

The  number  of  families  is  thought  to  be  confiderably  flnalt 
cr  than  it  was  about  20  years  ago.  The  reafon  given  for  this 
is,  that  fince  improvements  in  agriculture  began,  fome  of  the 
farmers  occupy  more  land  than  their  prcdeceflbrs ;  for  they 
think  a  (mall  farm  will  not  defray  the  expence  of  manage- 
ment. For  this  land  they  pay  a  very  confiderably  advanced 
rent,  and  are  at  a  much  more  confiderable  expence  in  improv- 
ing it.  This  farmer>  therefore,  cannot  let  a  fmall  parcel  of 
Isnd,  and  keep  a  cow,  to  a  tradefman  or  mechanic,  upo^i  terms 
near  fo  low  as  formerly.  The  tradefman  grudges  to  pay  what 
the  farmer  thinks  his  accommodation  worth*  The  cpnfequence 
is,  the  tradefman  retires  to  a  town  or  village,  and  the  farmer 
tills  his  own  fields,  and  this,  perhaps,  is  for  their  mutual 
comfort  and  advantage :  the  farmer,  however,  will  always 
give  encouragement  to  ground-labourers,  becaufe  they  aro  ne<« 

ceflary 
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ceflary  to  him.— Every  healthy  perfon  who  b  willing  to  work^ 
and  is  a  good  economifty  will  earn  food  and  clothing  here.—* 
The  parifli  has  had  no  emigrants,  nor  need  any  of  the  people 
remove  for  want  of  employment. 

CaUU^i  Hwfes^  and  S&//.«^The  parifli  rears  a  confiderable 
nambor  of  black-cattle  ;  many  more  now  than  formerly.  The 
great  advance  of  price  induces  the  farmer  to  rear  4  times  the 
number  of  calves  which  he  raifed  15  or  20  years  ago :  and  his 
improved  land  enables  him  to  feed  them  on  fown  grafs  and  tur- 
nipSy  until  they  are  from  2  to  3  years  old.  He  then  finds  a 
ready  market^  and  good  prices,  from  his  fouthem  neighbours^ 
Cattle  dealers  from  England  are  alfo  fometimes  feen  in  the 
markets. 

The  hoifes  have  for  fome  time  paft  (fince  it  became  cuftom- 
ary  to  perform  all  the  labour  with  thefe  animals)  been  brought 
from  the  fouth  and  weft  country,  becaufe  the  native  breed  were 
not  of  fufiicient  fize.  The  farmers  now  beginto  rearhorfesfit  for 
their  own  work^  and  find  their  account  in  fo  doing  :  this  alfo 
is  a  confeqUence  of  having  improved  their  land.  Some  of  the 
farmers  perform  part  of  their  labour  with  large  oxen,  harnef- 
fed  in  the  fame  manner  as  horfes^  and  tliink  they  profit  by 
this  mode  of  working  them.  For  bringing  the  prnd^tce  of 
working  oaen  in  this  way  to  the  higheft  perfe£kion|  the  farm- 
ers are  indebted  to  Lord  Monboddo,  who  wiflies  to  give  coun* 
tenance  and  encouragement  to  every  ufeful  improvement  in  a- 
griculture.  He  was  the  firft  perfon  we  know  of,  who  had  a 
pair  of  ojcen  trained  to  go  in  the  wheel-plough  and  cart  in  the 
fame  manner  as  horfes  \  and  he  had  the  fatisfadion  to  find 
that  they  performed  their  work  equally  well. 

There  are  no  (heep,notwithftanding  of  the  wafte  heaths  which 
were  divided,  about  a  dozen  years  ago,  among  the  proprietors 
of  land.    Perhaps,  when  the  lands  are  all  improved,  and  be- 

Vol.  VI.  C  c  gin 
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gin  to  be  exhaufted  by  crops  of  grain,  the  fanners  may 
think  of  cultiTating  the  breed  of  this  very  ufeful  and  profitaUe 
animal }  and  the  moors  will  then  become  ufeful  by  fupplying 
them  with  heath  and  whins. 

Contents^  Cultivation^  (5*r«— From  an  accurate  furvey  and 
txz€t  map  of  the  county,  publiflied  in  the  year  1774  by  Mr 
William  Garden,  it  appears  that  the  parifli  contains  5043 
Scotch,  or  6408  Englifli  acres.  Perhaps  about  one-half,  or 
rather  nearly  two  thirds  are  arable. 

It  has  been  already.  oKerved,  that  the  parifli  may  be  divided 
into  coaft*fide  and  upper  lands.  The  prefcnt  poft  road  near- 
ly forms  the  line  of  this  partition.  Thefe  two  divifions  are  not 
fo  different  in  foil  as  they  are  in  fituation  and  climate.  The  mode 
of  cultivation  may  therefore  be  nearly  the  fame,  but  the  pro- 
duce is  diflFerent.  It  may  alfo  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the  fi- 
tuation, from  being  extended  along  the  coaft,  affords  eafy  accefs 
tolime  brought  by  fea.  The  farmers  find  no  difficulty  in  getting 
fmall  barks  to  run  a-fhore  on  the  beach,  at  two  or  three  places 
where  there  b  accefs  for  cares;  and,  by  thefe  means,  get 
as  much  lime  as  is  aeceflary  at  a  ihort  diftance  from  their  land.  ~ 
Of  this  manure  they  have  at  length  learned  to  make  the  pro- 
per ufe.  They  fallow,  clean,  level,  ftraighten,  and  drain  their 
fields,  and  then  put  lime  on  them  in  proportion  to  the  qua- 
lity  of  the  foil.— —To  ftrong  land,  they  give  from  40  to  70 
bolls  of  lime  (hells  to  the  Scotch  acre,  which  boll  contains 
32  Scotch  pints  to  the  firlot  $  and,  to  land  that  is  lighter,  from 
from  30  to  40  bolls  per  acre  are  ailowed-*To  the  ftrong  land 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  coaft  thus  managed,  the  farmer 
adds  from  40  to  50  cart  loads  of  dung  to  the  acre*  He  then  lays 
it  down  with  wheat :  his  fecond  crop  is  hoed  beans  or  turnips « 
and  his  third  barley  or  bear,  and  grafs  feeds.  The  high  lands 
3  and 
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ifid  light  foils,'  after  being  drefled  in  a  fimilar  marinef j  carry 
good  crops  of  turnips,  barley  or  bear,  oats>  peafe,  and  grafs. 

Pr^ic/r^.— Crops  of  wheat  yield  from  40  to  50  Winchefter 
buihcis  per  acre ;  and  the  fubfequent  crops  of  beans,  barley, 
or  bear,  on  ftrong  land,  produce  nearly  the  fame  quantity. 
On  the  higher  grounds  and  light  foils,  the  firft  crops  of  oats 
and  bear,  affer  thorough  drefling,  are  nearly  the  fame  in  quan- 
tity with  thofe  already  mentioned. — It  may  farther  be  remark- 
ed, that  the  beft  and  moft  experienced  farmers  are  of  opini- 
on, chat  it  is  for  their  intereft  to  hare  at  leaft  one-half  of  theif 
arable  land  (or  perhaps  more)  in  fallow,  grafs,  and  green  crop. 
— All  the  farmers  raife  turnips  for  their  cows  and  young  cat- 
tle ;  and  they  in  general  are  of  opinion,  that  this  is  a  more 
profitable  ^kray  of  u(ing  turnips  than  to  feed  cattle  for  the  butch- 
er. Cabbages  in  the  field  have  been  tried ;  but  cattle  always 
prefer  turnips  when  they  can  get  them.  The  only  advantage 
of  cabbage  is,  that  in  time  of  very  deep  fnow,  or  hard  froft^ 
'they  may  be  got  when  turnips  cannot  be  had. 

From  the  account  given  of  the  number  of  inhabitants,  the 
mode  of  cultivation^  and  the  returns  the  land  makes,  it  ia  evi- 
dent the  farmers  raife  much  more  grain,  and  many  more  black-» 
cattle,'  than  can  be  confumed  in  the  patifh.  What  grain  and 
meal  are  fold  from  the  middle  and  fouth  part  of  the  county,  find 
in  general  a  ready  market  at  Bervie,  JohnOiaven,  and  Mon« 
crofe  I  being  fent  from  thefe  places  by  the  canal  to  the  weft 
country.  The  farmers  have,  for  fome  years  paft,  regretted  the 
failure  of  the  Firth  diftillers,  as  the  great  confumers  of  their 
bear  and  barley.  The  north  part  of  the  pariih  and  county^ 
fend  what  grain  they  have  to  fpare  to  Stonehaven  and  Aber- 
deen. The  pnrifl)  may  annually  export  about  4500  bolls  of 
grain>  and  about  300  black«cattle.<^everal  attempt^  have  been 

C  c  a  made 


204  Stat^kal  Account 

made  to  raiie  flax;  but  aot  with  roudi  fucceft^  as  the  poopb 
do  not  uoderftand  the  maoagement  of  it^« 

i^fii/. -i-.*The  valued  rent  of  the  whole  parifii  amounts  to 
L.  4309: 19  Scotch  money  ;  and  the  real  rent  may  be  at  pre* 
fent  about  L.20oo  fterling,  including  farm  TiiSluaL  The 
rent  has  been  lifing  for  thefe  20  years  paft«  Of  late  it  has 
tifen  aftoniihingly.  For  examplC}  an  cftate  in  this  parifh  was 
lately  bought  for  L«  7000  that  25  years  ago  was  oflFered  to  be 
fold  for  2000  guineas:  that  eftatei however,  now  pays  nine  times 
the  rent  it  paid  at  that  period.  Another  eftate  has  been  lately  fold 
for  L.  4300,  which,  not  above  30  years  ago,  was  bought  for 
little  more  than  L.  750 :  and  feveral  farms  in  this  parifli  pay 
now  three  times  as  much  rent  as  they  paid  7  years  ago.  This 
rapid  advance  of  the  value  of  land  may  be  chiefly  owing  to  the 
eafy  accefs  to  lime^  which  is  the  firft  great  mean  of  improve- 
ment i  and  alfo,  to  the  fuperior  flclll  the  farmers  have  acquired 
in  the  management  of  their  ground,  which  makes  them  more 

induftrious  and  cnterprifing  than  they  formerly  wercf. 

The 

*  'The  avenge  prices  forfome  years  paft  nay  beconpotcd  nearly  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

Wheat,  Winchefter  mealiire  -  •  I4.0  19    Q  perlnlL 

Barley,  Montrofe  meafnre,  co&taiziji^  3a  Scotch 

pints  to  the  firlot  •  -  -  o  15     6 

Cheftcr-bear,  MontroCe  meafure  -        ->  ^         o  13     4 

Beaas,  aa  Scotch  pints  to  the  firlot  •         -        o  13    o 

Peafe,  fame  meafure  •  -  -  o  14    o 

Oat-meal       ...  .  «-*oxS  perilone 

The  farmers  generally  fell  their  two  year  old  fiots  and  queys  lor  from  L.  3 
to  L.  6,  and  the  three  year  old  from  L.  5  to  L.  zq  fterling  each. 

f  When  writing  on  this  fubjeft,  it  is  but  doing  jnftice  to  a  very  refpedbibte 
charaAtr  to  lay,  that  the  farmers  owe  their  rnperior  fliill  and  management  t» 
Mr  Barclay  of  Ury : — ^A  gentleman,  whiife  acknowledged  merit  entitles  him  to 
have  his  name  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  as  the  firft,  the  moft  eztenfirc,  and  ja- 

dicioc& 
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The  rent  of  hnd  in  the  parifk  is  from  208.  to  30s.  the  Scotch 
acre  for  the  bcft-,  iand  from  I09.  io  158.  for  inferior  grounds. 
The  extent  of  the  farms  is  from  30  to  300  acres*. 

Fiji 

4ici«iis  fyftematic  improver  of  bad  io  tbe  north  of  Scotland.  The  thinkii^  pKC 
of  the  farmers  \]a.ye  attended  to  Mr  Barclay's opexations for  loyears,  andaresow 
cooTtnced  of  the  propriety  and  advantage  of  his  mode  of  improvement ;  and 
they  do  not  want  fkill  and  inclination  To  much  as  they  want  (lode  to  enable 
them  to  profit  by  his  example  and  inftrudions.  This  want,  he  with  his  u- 
%al  good  fenSc  and  dlTcemiiient,  hat,  to  his  o#n  tenants  in  a  great  mcaibre 
fiif^lied.  For  to  them  he  ba«  let  his  Qflimprared  lands  at  k  modentfe  KOk; 
be  has  laid  down  a  plan  for  the  improvement  and  after  management  of  their 
fauxuy  which  they  are  bound  to  abide  by ;  and  ta  fuch  of  them  as  need  it,  he 
has  advanced  the  means  of  improvement  for  two  or  three  years,  intereft  free* 
By  that  time  the  produce  of  the  dreiTed  fields,  upon  which  the  money  has 
teen  laid  out,  enables  the  poflcflbr  to  repay  the  proprietor  his  advance.  Mr 
Barclay  has  alfo  built  comfortable  dwelling  hoofes  and  convenient  offices  upon 
all  his  fyms.  Thus  ace  ail  hi*  tea^nti  enabled  to  canyon  thejr  imflvovemteU 
modlf  fsdhr  than  if  they  bad  not  thafe  advantages.  They  live  comfortably  while 

toiavc  BQaer ;  and,  by  the  tlmfi  their  funfpDl  kak9  etptre,  thcy^thenlelitt 
will  oSkr  (if  net  doubli  rent)  a  uttf  ffVH  adkanoeibr  the  farms  they  oon^y. 

Wcxe  the  hadhcid«rs,  cTpccially  in  the  WJtth  of  Scodand,  to  fiolknr  tlM»» 
hove  or  a  iimilar  plast  their  tenants  would  ho  cnaUed  (boner  to  Improve  their 
gnronds,  to  live  better  than  they  do  at  preTcnt,  and  the  ptopmton  In  tkS 
cad  iDiift  he  very  conlidcrabla  gainers  by  the  bni^gain. 

i 

*  Bctt  mao-icrva&ts  who  Urc  in  the  famOy^  neeiv«6  guineas  a  year;  ^ 
cond  ibrt,  5 ;  and,  to thoTewho  are  capable  ofonretfeeingand  diKdingthe^- 
pcratiODi  of  a  ium,  as  wall  as  working  themlefcrefl,  the  formers  gnt  L.  soa 
year.  The  women-fenfjMits  get  from  5QS.  to  60s.  aytsr.  The  wheat  pkmg^ 
the  chain,  the  Lothian,  and  doable  maulded  pioii|^«  are  nftd.  A  iabooii^g 
ienrant,  when  manied,  commonly  gets  lirom  h«  mafter  a.  hooie  and  a  fteall 
piece  of  garden  ground :  he  alfo  geU  his  foelbrooghcto  his  lioa(e ;  fix  poondl 
or  6  g;naeaa  /ir  muuw,.  of  wages;  and  a  (looe  of  eat-^neal  per  week  for  his 
aaaiDUnanfie.  If  his  ma(kr  keep  a  cow  for  him  be  pays  hun  40s.  a  year  for 
dmng  £6^ — The  wages  of  men-laboorers  are  6d.  fteilhig  per  day  and  vrkfaiall, 
from  Candleinas  to  Michaelmas ;  from  that  time  until  Candlemas  agam,  4d. 
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Ft/b  and  FueK^^A  ling  fdls  from  is.  to  28.— a  oodj  firom  id 
po  18.— «a  ikate  from  3d*  to  is.-~haddock8  is.  per  dozen.  The 
price  of  all  kinds  of  fiih  is  much  higher  than  it  was  7  yeavs  a- 
go,  becaufe  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  them  upon  this  coaft* 
Haddocks  give  now  fix  times  their  former  price ;  and,  after 
all,  our  fifhers  are  giving  up  their  employment  becaufe  they 
cannot  live  by  it«  They  alfo  complain  of  the  hardfhips  they 
fufier  by  prefs  warrants  being  iflued  againft  them,  when  there 
is  war^  or  rumour  of  war ;  becaufe  they  muft  either  then  dc- 
fert  their  families,  who  live  in  mifery  in  their  abfence,  or  pay 
an  exhorbitant  fum,  much  more  than  they  can  afibrd,  to  one 
who  goes  for  them. 

The  only  fuel  ufcd  here  is  coals,  either  Scotch  or  Engliih. 
The  former  cod  Ss.  6d.  per  boll  of  70  ftones  Amfterdam  i  and 

the 

•ad  viAmli*  At  hay-cotting,  a  man  gets  it.  per  day,  with  TiAuak  and  drink. 
In  harrcA  he  gets  the  (ame.  Women,  when  hired  by  the  day  to  field  work, 
get  4d.  and  TiAnals :  in  hanreft  9d.^When  farmers  hire  men  for  all  the  har» 
veft,  they  generally  give  from  a  guinea  to  ajs.— and  «*omen  hired  in  that  way 
fet  from  1 6s.  to  90s  — >for  this  they  become  bomid  to  aJGft  in  down-cutting,  in- 
^thering,  and  thatching  all  the  crop.  ■  The  wages  of  a  taylor  are  8d.«-» 
carpenter  8d.-*«nd  a  maibn  is.  id.  with  vi^hials.  The  wages  of  all  theie 
have  been  raifed  within  thefe  7  years.  If  a  labonring  man  luckily  mairy  an 
induftrious  well  managing  woman,  and  is  fobcr  himfclf,  they  may  live  and 
bring  up  a  family  with  Come  degree  of  comfort,  efpeciaily  if  they  have  faved  a^ 
^  money  before  marriage ;  which,  we  are  forry  to  fiiy,  Is  feldom  the  cafe : — 
ior  the  women  generally  fpend  as  much  upon  fine  clothes,  and  the  men  upon 
£ne  dothes  and  drink  before  mairiagc,  as  would  greatly  aflift  them  when  they 
kave  more  need  of  it  to  fiipport  themfirlves  and  children. 

The  preient  average  price  of  beef,  amtton,  pork,  lamb,  and  veal,  we  may 
reckon  at  3d.  per  Amfterdam  pound,  at  Berrie  and  Stondiaveti,  our  market 
towns.  In  autumn  it  may  be  cheaper,  and  in  fpring  dearer.  The  price  of  a 
Jien  ia  from  6d.  to  8d.-~4i  dosen  eggs  3d.— «  duck  6d.^<hickens  2d.^but«» 
tcr  8d.  per  lb.  of  %%  ounces  Amfterdam  wei^t  ;i  and  cheefe  from  49.  6d.  to 
5s.  for  %%  Amfterdam  pounds  to  the  ftone. 
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the  latter  3s.  per  boll  of  24  ftones.  Twenty  years  ago,  &e 
fanners  brought  peat  and  turf  from  the  hill  moflesi  at  I2 
mfles  diftance,  and  were  thus  employed  during  the  whole  fum* 
mer.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  rents  were  then  low : 
but,  as  that  feafon  is  now  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  their 
lands,  they  find  themfelves  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  burning 
coal  fires ;  and  few  of  them  regret  the  change.  They,  however^ 
complain  of  the  heavy  duty  on  Scotch  coals  as  a  hindrance  to 
agriculture,  and  a  grievous  burden  on  manufa£tures,  and  poor 
people  of  all  denominations.  There  are  ftill  fome  broom  and 
whins  on  the  dry  wafte  grounds,  which  the  poor  people  gmb 
up  for  prefcnt  ufe  in  fummer. 

Stipend^  Scidot,  and  Poor. — ^The  value  of  the  Jiving,  includ- 
ing the  two  glebes  of  KinneiF  and  Caterline,  .may  be  about 
L.  80  fterliiUll  and  there  has  been  no  augmentation  fince  the 

year  1650  *• The  fchoolmailer  has  a  falary  of  200  merks 

Scotch,  by  decreet.— —The  church  and  manfe  were  built  in 
1738,  and  both  repaired  in  1784.  'The  average  number  of 
poor  upon  the  roll,  who  regularly  receive  alms,  may  be' 15. 
The  feflion,  moreover^  give  occafu>nal  fupplies  to  induftrious 

houfe-holders 

*  In  the  year  1709,  the  pariih  of  Catertine  was  re-annexed  to  die  parUh 
of  Kinneff^  it  havingbeen  formerly  a  part  of  that  pariih,  by  which  the  living  was 
eoaeaied  300  merks  Sootch.  The  parilh  of  Bervie  of  old  made  a  part  of  the 
porifli  of  mnneiTt^-For,  hy  a  decree  of  the  Lords  CommiiConers  for  tiends, 
in  1608,  the  parilh  of  Bervie  is  decerned  to  remaiB  a  part  of  the  parifli  of 
Kinneff*;  and,  becaule  there  was  no  bridge  on  the  river  of  Bervie,  the  minif* 
terofKtnneif  agreed  to  keep  a  fuffragan  minifter  at  Bervie.  In  1650,  the 
beritoff  agreed  to  augment  the  minifter  of  Bervie's  ftipend,  and  alio  the  fti^ 
pend  of  Kinnelt;  becauTe  the  minifter  of  the  latter  had  ^ven  all  that  part  of 
his  ftipend,  which  was  paid  out  of  the  lands  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  river  Bervie^ 
and  L.  47  Scotch  more,  to  the  fufiragan  of  Bervie.  This  was  the  lad  aag» 
neatatioa  of  the  (lipebd  of  Kin^cft  <^nd  it  left  the  living  Icfs  thftt  before. 
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koufe-hoUers  with  numerous  families^  who  may  ftand  innced 
#f  it.  The  araiual  fum  colleded  for  their  relief^  indading 
the  rents  of  fome  feats  in  the  church,  which  belong  to  tbe 
poor,  and  alfo  the  intereft  of  L.  150  fterling  at  4!  ptr  cent. 
may  amount  to  L.  25  ftcrling*  An  annual  colle£iion,  amount* 
ing  to  about  L-  3  fterling  is  made  for  the  infirmary  of  Aber* 
deem  There  the  fick  and  infirm  pariihioners  are  receiTcd, 
upon  bringing  a  recommendation  from  the  leflion ;  and  they 
have  the  benefit  of  lodgings,  board,  and  medicines,  until  they 
are  either  cured,  or  found  to  be  incurable''^* 

Mtfcellaneouj 

*  ThcK  are  no  remiins  of  religious  houfes  but  8t.  Arnty *8  kiU ;  proluiblf 
St  AmoldU  ccU,  already  mentioned  as  ftanding  between  the  church  and  the 
caftle ;  and  the  reaaains  of  a  fmall  chapel  upon  Kingomy,  laid  to  be  ereAed 
upon  the  very  fpot  where  King  David  Bruce,  landing  fromFrance  in  Z342, 
with  his  queen  and  retinue,  had  high  mafs  performed  form  return  :  and  it 
Is  thought  to  have  been  a  royal  chapel  for  fome  time  after.  Near  the  caftle  of 
Kinneir,  and  beyond  a  foiall  headland  about  100  puoes  N.  E.  there  are  to  be 
leen  thcRmaiBS  of  an  old  work,  upon  the  top  of  a  peninfolar  roek,  called  the 
caftle  of  Cadden.  It  feems  to  have  had  a  ditch  and  draw-bridge  to  proteft  it 
from  an  attack  by  land,  where  there  remain  fome  veftiges  of  mafomy ;  the  reft 
feems  to  have  been  an  earthen  mound  thrown  up  about  the  top  of  the  rock. 
About  aoo  paces  farther  N.  £.  is  another  peninTuhur  rock,  having  the  remains 
of  a  draw-bridge  to  the  land  fide ;  upon  the  top  of  this  rock  are  ftHl  extant 
the  remains  of  a  fmall  houfe  and  other  bnikfings,  find  to  have  been  iahnbited 
by  a  private  gentleman,  about  150  years  ago ;  tad  is  naned  the  eiftle  of 
Whiftkberry.  And,  about  too  paces  N.  E.  from  this  kft  aMiitioned  caftle^ 
are  the  remains  of  a  third  ftrong  hold,  very  much  Uke  the  firft  In  every  le*- 
fpe  A,  but  much  larger.  It  is  odkd  Adam's  caftle.  With  lefpea  to  the  ad; 
tie  of  Cadden  and  Adam's  caftle  there  are  no  traditionaty  accounts. 
^  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  mention,  that  in  1651,  when  tiie 
caftle  of  Dunnottar  was  befteged  by  Major  General  Motgan,  conunaadcr  te 
the  Eng^lh  parfiament,  the  regalia  of  Scotland  were  breught  fkwm  thence 
to  Kmsetf*,  where  they  were  kept  until  the  reftoration  by  Mrs  Chiifttaa 
Letcher,  the  wife  of  Mr  Granger,  then  minifter  of  KinneC  Of  this  dr* 
cumftancc  tradition  gives  the  foUo^ing  account,  viz.  Mrs  Granger,  attended 
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MtfcMamous  Rcmarh.-^The  famous  Dr  John  Arbuthnotty 
intimate  friend  of  Pope  and  Swift,  and  phyfician  to  Queen 
AnnCy  lived  for  fome  time  in  this  pariih.  His  father,  the  mi« 
nifter  of  Arbuthnott,  wasy  at  the  Revolution,  turned  out  of 
his  living  by  his  chief  and  patron^  Lord  Arbuthnott,  who  was 
then  a  very  keen  partizan  -,  upon  which,  he  retired  to  his  own 
property  of  Kingorny,  where  he  lived  for  fome  time,  having 
his  fon,  the  Do£tor,  a  young  man,  along  with  him. 

Since  improvements  in  agriculture  and  manufaAures  have 
Vol.  VI.  Dd  begun 

by  t  noad^rerrant,  having  been  at  Stonehaven,  on  her  cetnrn,  aiked  leave  of 
the  j^neral  to  vifit  Mrs  O^vie,  wife  of  Mr  Gcotge  Ogilvic,  who  then  com- 
manded the  calUe  :  this  leave  (he  obtai§ed ;  and,  on  her  return,  brought  the 
crown  royal  in  her  lap ;  the  general  himfelf  fet  her  on  the  horfe,  and  the  maid 
who  attended  her  brought  away  the  fword  and  fceptre  on  her  back  in  a  bag  of 
flax.  The  regalia  were  kept  fometimes  in  the  church  of  Kinneif,  concealed 
under  the  pulpit,  and  at  other  times  in  a  double  bottomed  bed  in  the  manfe, 
till  the  Reiloration  in  x66o,  when  they  were  delivered  to  Mr  George  Ogilvie, 
who  reftored  them.  For  this  good  fervice  Mr  Ogilvie  was  made  a  baronet ; 
and  Sir  John  Keith,  brother  to  the  Earl  Marifchal,  was  created  Earl  of  Kin- 
tore  ;  but  honeft  Mr  Granger  and  his  wife  had  neither  honour  nor  reward. 

Four  or  five  years  ago,  in  digging  a  grave  for  Lady  Ogilvie  of  Barras,  in  the 
church  of  Kinneif,  there  was  found,  buried  in  an  earthen  pot,  about  a  pound 
and  a  half  of  old  filver  coins.  They  were  almoil  all  of  one  fixe,  about 
the  breadth  of  fixpence ;  a  few  about  half  that  fize ;  and  all  bore  ei« 
ther  the  impreflion  of  Edward  of  England,  or  of  Alexander  of  Scotland.  The 
tmprclGon  and  legend  on  the  Scotch  coins  are  much  better  executed  than  on  the 
Engliih.  It  is  likely  this  treafurc  might  have  been  bid  where  it  was  found,  a- 
bont  the  year  1336,  when  the  Englifh  garrifon  occupied  the  caftle  of  KinneC 

There  was  a  tumulus  or  cairn,  upon  St  John's  hill  in  this  parifli,  opened  a- 
boot  20  years  ago :  in  the  bottom  of  which,  a  little  under  the  furface  of  the 
ground,  were  found  three  long  flat  (tones,  one  of  them  covering  the  other 
two,  and  having  a  fliorter  one  at  each  end.  In  this  was  contained  nearly  a  cart- 
load of  rich  bkck  earth  ;  having  a  mixture  of  half  burnt  bones,  and  bits  of 
oak  charcoal,  without  any  kind  of  urn.  There  are  other  tumuli  in  the  pa- 
riflu 
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b^un  to  ftimulate  induftry,  tbe  node  of  linng  aoioi^  our 
pecyle  is  very  much  changed.  They  are  much  better  kxlgcdt 
fed,  and  clothed,  than  they  were  20  years  ago.  A  j<Mnt  af 
meat,  and  a  kan  of  punch  after  it,  will  be  feen  on  every 
farmer's  table  in  the  parifli,  when  a  friend  coases  to  dine  with 
him. 

As  this  part  of  the  coaft  lies  at  fome  dtftance  from  any  fta- 
tion  of  excife  or  cuftom-hoafe  officers,  it  has  been  longfamoasy 
or  rather  infamous,  for  fmuggling.  By  diis  the  morals  of  the 
people  are  confiderably  hurt,  as  they  often  meet  with  temp- 
tations  to  drunkennefs,  theft,  and  perjury,  in  the  courfe  of 
that  bttikiefs.  This  illicit  traffic  has,  however,  conlideTaUy 
declined  on  this  coaft  of  late,  owing  to  the  fuccefsful  vigilance 
of  the  cruiaers  appointed  forthat  purpofe. 

The  public  and  private  roads  in  this  pariih  are  very  indiffe- 
rent. The  poft*road  from  Bervie  to  Stonehaven  goes  throu^ 
St  for  more  than  four  mUes*  But  we  are  forry  to  fay  that  here, 
as  in  many  other  places,  the  ftatute-labour  (as  it  is  applied) 
has  been  found  inadequate  to  produce  the  intended  effcA. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  county  convinced  of  this,  intend  ap- 
plying to  Parliamenty  to  authorize  them  to  commute  the  fta- 
tute-labour, or  eftabliih  turnpikes.  The  general  voice  of  the 
county  is  in  favour  of  the  firft. 

There  are  few  inclofures,  and  thofe  only  of  earth,  which  is 
found  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  only  for  a  (hort  time.  No  ftones 
can  be  got  but  from  quarries  at  an  immenfe  e::pence  \  and  the 
parifli  being  much  expoftd  to  the  fea,  thorns  are  prevented 
from  growing.  The  farmers  are  fo  much  convinced  of  the 
advantages  of  inclofingi  that  they  would  give  from  5s.  to  7$. 
an  acre  for  cfFc£ting  it. 

In  1782,  the  crop  in  the  parifli  was  not  fufficient  to  main- 
tain its  inhabitants,  though  grain  is  the  ftaple  of  this  diftrift. 
Tiie  fcarclty  began  to  be  fek  fevercly  about  the  end  of  May 

'783  i 
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*  X783  \  and,  had  not  a  confiderable  importation  taken  place 
dM  cffeAs  muft  have  been  dreadful.  A  benevolent  focie* 
tjy  under  the  patronage  of  Mr  Basclay  of  Ury,  was  form* 
ed  at  Stonehaven,  for  purchafing  meal  and  grain  to  be  retailed 
at  an  under  price  iii  that  town  and  the  neighbourhood,  of  which 
this  parifli'felt  the  good  efit£tfr.  There  were  fome  hundred 
pounds  loft,  (if  money  funk  on  fuch  an  emergency  can  be  called 
»  lo(s),  which  Mr  Barclay  generoofly  paidi  panly  out  of  hii 
own  pocket,  and|partly  by  donations  from  his  friends  in  Lon- 
don, given  for  that  purpofe* — The  well-meant  fupply  gifted  by 
Government  came  at  leaft  fix  weeks  too  late  to  give  the  intend- 
ed relief.  There  were  bear-meal  and  potatoes  of  crop  1783 
before  it  came  to  hand.  It,  moreover^  confifted  of  very  bad 
meal,  made  of  damaged  peafe  and  bear  ground  together.  From 
the  latenefs  of  its  coming,  and  the  badnefs  of  its  quality  (as 
famine  only  could  have  compelled  the  people  to  eat  it)  fome  are 
induced  to  think  that  the  merchants  were  the  greateft,  if  not 
the  only  gainers.  Had  Government^  inftead  of  fending  meal^ 
ordered  the  fum  they  voted  to  be  paid  to  the  feveral  kirk  feffions 
in  due  proportions,  the  Scotch  n^erchants  would  have  fuppU* 
ed  the  parifli  with  good  grain  or  meal  (when  moftly  needed) 
for  the  money. 

There  are  no  forefts  and  very  little  planted  wood  of  any 
tiad ;  neither  wifl  wood  thrive^  owinf^  to  the  caftcro  txpoiuKy 
»nd  the  height  of  the  land. 
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NUMBER    XXVI. 
PARISH    OF    LEOCHEL. 

(PR£SfiYT£RY    OF   ALFOKD,    STKOD   AND    COUNTY    OF 
AB£RD££K.) 

By  the  Rtv.  Mr.  George  Forbes*. 


Namif  Extent,  Sytface,  (s^Cm 

LEOCHEL)  or  Leath-chuil^  is  of  Celtic  eztraAion ;  and 
fignifics  the  •*  half  of  Coul,"  which  is  the  name  of  a 
contiguous  parifhy  defcribed  in  Vol.  III.  There  is  a  tradition, 
that  Patrick  Forbes,  Biihop  of  Aberdeen,  annexed  his  lands 
of  Corfe  in  the  parifli  of  Coul  to  the  pariih  of  Leochel  qucadfa^ 
Cray  about  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century.  But  the  inha- 
bitants of 'Gorfe  pay  the.  ftipcnd  afPeAing  thefe  lands  to  the 
minifter  of  Coul  \  though,  for  time  immemorial,  they  har^ 
been  under  the  care  of  the  minifter  of  Leochel^  and  received 
church-benefits  from  him. 

The  pariih  of  Leochel,  including  the  eftate  of  Corfe,  is  an 
acute-angled  triangle,  with  the  acute  angle  to  the  eaft>  about 
5  Englifli  miles  long,  and  4  broad. 

There  are  3  rivulets   in  this  pariih,  which  join  at  the 

north  iide, '  and  form  what  is  commonly  called  the  water  of 

Leochel)  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  river  Don^  a  little  be- 

•:  •  *    •  low 
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low  die  cliurcK  of  Alford,  27  miles  weft  from  Aberdeens 
Thefe  abound  in  fine  trout;  and|  in  the  water  of  Lebchelj 
falmon  are  feen  in  the  fpawning  feafon. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  pariih  is  hilly ;  but  none  of 
the  hills  are  high  except  the  bill  of  Corfe.  All  of  them  are  cover- 
ed with  heather  \  and  fome  abound  iii  game  of  various  kinds* 
Hares  are  very  numerous.    •  < 

Climate^  Soily  Produeif  (sTr.— The  climate  is  healthy;  and 
many  of  the  natives  live  to  a  good  old  age,  notwithftandiog 
the  dampnefs  and  wetnefs  of  the  low  grounds.— The  princi* 
pal  diftempers  are  thofe  of  the  fcrojlhulotts  kilid,  confumption^ 
gravel,  and  rheumatifm.*— ^The  foil  where  the  ground  is 
low  is  a  ftrong  clay,  and  uncommonly  free  of  ftones.  The 
high  arable  land  is  a  good  mellow  foil  of  a  fine  grey  colour. 
When  properly  manured  and  laboured,  both  produce  good 
crops.  The  dry  ground  anfwers  well  with  liming  and  watering* 
The  country  in  general  is  rather  late,  efpeoially  when  a  rainy 
fpring  retards  the  fowing.  The  fown  grafs  anfoi^ers  well  \.hntf 
where  the  ground  is  wet>  the  red  dover  foon  wears' out.  The 
natural  grafs  on  the  low  grounds,  by  the  fides  of  the  rivulets, 
is  exceedingly  good.  The  farmers  fow  com  and  bear,  a  few 
peafe,  and  feldom  any  wheat.  Some  potatoes  are  alfo planted; 
and  the  people  begin  to  fow  fmall  pieces  of  ground  widi  grafs 
and  turnips,  the  advantages  of  which  they  are  fenfible  of.  In 
a  few  years,  it  is  hoped,  they  will  be  more  reconciled  to  that 
praftice.— The  inhabitants  live  upon  meal,  potatoes,  tur- 
nips, and  greens,  feldom  ufing  any  fleih.  They  have  fowls, 
butter,  and  cheefe  in  abundance. 

jlgrtcuhure and R/nt.'-^The  people- in  general  iurenot very 
induftrious;  and  are  far  from  the  means  of  improving  their 
ground.    No  roarle  of  any^kind  has  been  foaiid  in  the  parifli  i 

and 
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9indn9lAaeirf^belMul#Uhi»i9or  i4iiiUei.  Seneeftiitt 
soft  induftrmK  and  fubfbnttal  feBnaatt  now  hegin  to  catr^ 
liine»(hell$  from  AberdeOK  which  are  bmight  thither  from 
Sttfldeilandandthe  7iitll  of  Fordk  The  meafwe  contiiiia  32 
Scotehpfitttotkefirloei4<$f  ^riifchnakeabolL  TheScotdi 
lime  k  tM  froat  2«.  ^d.  to  as^  64.  and  the  EoglKh  from  as.  8d« 
to  38.  per  boll ;  22  of  which  are  faffioeat  for  an  acre  of  lig^ 
ground  i  and  clay  ground  will  require  from  ao  to  26.  lame 
ioi^cm  aaweli'witkthe  Ml,  anAraiies  as  good  cropa^  as  io 
jMf  ocber  part  of  the  cotmery. 

Mr  D»rid  Sect  of  Craigiirary  die  moft  opulentf  intelligem » 
wai  tsdaftfioua  iMrmer  in  thk  patiihy  hat  cxpexnieA  L.  50 
Cerling  yeariy.  Sot  5  pciars  faft»  upon  lime  brought  from 
Aberdeen^  ttndf  netwithftaading  the  long  carriage  (x8  miles) 
inda  Ids  tatcreA  greatly  promoted  by  it.  He  farms  the  Mains 
4t  CvmgffhTf  con&fting.of  l66  acres  of  good  arable  land,  which 
ha  has  incloled^  impron4»  and  pioperly  fubdirided  widi  ftone 
smd  eafth  fcaceSy  and  planted  (baie  dioms  which  thrive  very 
weU,  withoat  gadieitngiaolsor  fog.  The  bottom  of  thcfe 
inclofures  is  waO^d  by  oac  of  the  rivulets,  which  tuma  5 
coKn«^ilb»  I  barleynfiU^  and  a  fuUing*>miUs.-<-^If  the  te- 
naats'  were  induftrtous^  many  of  them  have  great  command  of 
w^Stv  for  mamwei  whichy  when  put  upon  dry  oot*field  land 
aaid  pSopeiAy  attended  toiathefpreading^  and  removal  from 
place,  to  phee  upon  the  grauoad,  (which  fome  are  now  begin* 
aiag  to  do),  raifisaas-^Md  crops,  both  of  com  and  fown  grafr, 
as  Ifane  caa  poiObly  produce* 

There  iaa  great  deaA  <rf  out- field  in  the  parilh,  when  com- 
pared with  the  in- town  ground.  The  in<;fieU  is  conftantly  in 
tillage.  The  out-field  is  manured  with  cattle  and  flieep  kept 
ia  folds  in  the  fiMamev  fcafiaa  I  bears  five  ciops  of  com,  and 
ia  as  loag  jrefted  i  but  carries  little  or  no  grafs.  The  acre  of 
iti^BM  ia  coftlmoaly  let  at  froea  r3S.  4d»  to  2os*  aad  the  out- 
field 


ifLmbef. 
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fiddliPOiii'2t.lSd.to36.<Hl.pcr«oi«.  The  Mitt  «iie  pnl  at  4 
termtinthe  TCMtf  pacUyta  money  and  •psurtlf.iafii^)  and 
the  tenants  are  obliged  to  cany  their  farm-meal  to  Aberdeeni 
4ir  the  like  diftance.  Thesr  aie  no  difcredonaiy  4iannoca.ez« 
•&ed»  The  tenants  are  in  tbeir  tacks  taken  bonnd  lor  a  itw 
fernccs)  one  half  of  which  are  feldom  reqiured,  andnomo* 
ney  demanded  for  diofe  that  are  net*  Ibe  people  are  food  of 
the  country^  feidomleaTe  it  s  and^  when  they  do,  with  gnat 
rdttAance^  returning  asibon  as  they  can. 

Nnmber  of  fouls  in  1 755  766    Annual  average  of  manria- 
In  the  parifh  (exclufive  of  gesj  ditto 

die  lands  of  Corfe)  in         Seceders 

304  \  Roman  Cathdiie 

163    Smiths  ,  • 

141 

267 

laS 

14X 


1791        -        • 
Males        • 
Females 

On  the  lands  of  Corfe 
Males 
Females 
Total  in  the  two  dlftrids  571 
Males  •        •>         289 

Females        •        -         a8a 
Annual  average  of  births 

from  1769101781        ao 
■■■  of  marrla* 


ges»  ditto 


of  births 
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Wrights 

Shoemakers  • 

Wearers 

Wheel-wrights 

Taylors 

Heritors         •  « 

Valued  rent  of  the  pa- 
tiih  in  Scotdi  mo- 
ney L.  1598: 13: 4 

Of  the  bnds  of  Corfe, 
ditto  «      £.432:4:6 
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from  1781  to  1792    «    15 


The  decreafe  in  the  number  of  inhabitants  fccms  to  be 
ing  to  the  fcarcity  that  prevailed  in  178a  and  1783^  and  to 

Ac 


2i6  Statffikal  Account 

,  die  flouriilii&g  ftate  of  manuf aAures  at  Aberdeeoi  which  draw 
off  many  people  from  this  aod  the  neighbouring  pariflies. 

lftfiii2^iAffTX.--^The  Imitting  of  worfted  ftockings  is  the 
principal  manttfa£iure  of  this  pariih.  It  b  carried  on  bf 
ahnoft  all  the  women,  by  many  boyS)  and  feveral  old  men. 
— Diflerent  manufa£hirers  ftom  Aberdeen  bring  out  wool^ 
and  gite  the  people  from  I8«  to  3s*  for  fpinning  the  wool 
and  knitting  the  ftockings.  It  is  generally  beliered  that  this 
employment  is  too  fcdentary,  and,  of  confequence,  confidered 
as  unhealthy :— but  it  is  not  fo  fedentary  in  this  parifli  as  it  is  in 
other  places }  Cor  the  people  can,  and  do  very  frequently,  walk 
6  or  8  miles  a-day  without  hinderbg  the  work ;  and  thus 
fometimes  aflbciate  with  bad  company  of  both  fexes,  which 
t^nds  to  corrupt  their  morals.  As  the  women  are  conftantly 
employed  in  this  manu£s£lure,  fcarce  any  of  them  can  fpin 
flax,  and  they  are  obliged  to  buy  their  linen  doth.  This 
difcourages  the  fowing  of  flax  i  the  fpinning  of  which  would 
be  more  advantageous  to  the  women,  and  keep  them  firom 
idly,  and  often  vicioufly,  wandering  about  The  foil  here 
is  much  adapted  for  raifing  that  ufef ul  crop,  which  feldom  or 
never  fails  to  be  a  good  one.  The  tenants  now  begin  to  fow  a  lit- 
tle of  it,  which  anfwers  well  ^  but,  as  there  is  not  a  lint- mill  in 
the  country,  they  are  obliged  to  carry  the  flax  8  or  9  miles  to  a 
mill,  and  pay  is*  6d.  for  drefling  x6  lb.  befides  drawing  and 
preparing  it  for  the  roller. 

Farm^Hou/es^  Plough^  and  Cart^.^^'^The  hottfes  and  offi- 
ces of  the  tenants  are  indeed  very  poor ;  though  the  heritors 
bind  themfelves,  at  their  removal,  for  the  walls  of  their  hou- 
fes,  if  built  of  mafon  work,  and  alfo  for  the  roof.  They  are 
generally  built  of  dry  ftone,  and  covered  widi  turf.  If 
the  tenants  built  better  boufes>  and  went  neat  and  dean,  they 
I  would 
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would  become  more  induftrious,  and  keep  a  better  table—. 
There  are  in  the  parifh  and  lands  of  Corfe  44  ploughs  ;  great* 
eft  part  of  them  drawn  by  oxen,  from  4  to  X2  to  a  plough. 
The  crofters  yoke  their  cows  and  young  cattle  in  the  plough. 
There  are  now  53  carts  in  the  whole  diftrifk :  in  ^^^2f  there 
were  only  4,  of  which  the  minifter  had  two* 

Blaci'Cattlef  Horfcs,  and  Sheep. — According  to  the  beft  in- 
formation^  there  feem  to  be  in  the  parifh  and  lands  of  Corfe 
from  750  to  800  black-cattle,  1300  flicep,  i4ohorfesof  afmall 
fize,  and  about  30  or  40  fwine.  About  200  cattle  are  fold 
annually,  either  in  the  country  to  graziers^  or  to  dealers  in  the 
fouthern  counties.  A  great  many  horfes,  within  thefe  8  years 
paft,  have  been  carried  to  the  fouth ;  and  fold  there  from  L.3 
to  L.  ID  each.  The  oxen  commonly  give  from  L.  3  to  L.  6 ; 
«— (heep  from  5s.  to  los.— and  fwine  from  20s.  to40S%  each*. 

Vol.  VI.  E  c  Exports^ 

*  The  language  fpoken  in  this  parifli  is  EngUni,  or  rather  a  particular  dia- 
led of  the  Scottiib,  called  the  Aberdeenlhire  dialed.  No  Gaelic  is  fpoken 
here,  or  nearer  than  Tullich  and  Corgars,  about  15  EngUlh  miles  diftant ; 
though  it  feems  to  have  been  formerly  the  language  of  this  country,  the  names 
of  Teveral  places  being  evidently  derived  from  it ;  thus,  Craigxvar,  or  Crtg-a* 
Mbarry  the  «  rock  of  Mar ;"  Tullieorn,  or  Tyllicb^eorM,  the  "  barley  hill;" 
Cnockannach,  or  CnoC'CbohHtacbf  "  Kenneth's  hillock,  or  know,**  &c. 
The  inhabitants,  fince  I745i  are  much  civilixed,  and  little  difpofed  to  quarrel- 
ling. In  general,  they  are  peaceable  and  well-behaved ;  not  addided  to  drink- 
ing, which  may  account  for  there  not  being  a  public-houfe  in  the  parilb. 
The  people  have  no  military  turn,  and  when  any  of  them  enlift  in  the  army, 
they  return  as  ibon  as  they  can  get  their  diicharge^— The  men  drefs  plainly 
in  ihort  clothes  and  breeches  of  home-fpun  cloth,  with  tartan  or  fhepherds 
yiaids.  The  women  appear  at  church  as  decently  drefied  as  their  cir- 

cnnftanees  will  permit,  in  tartan  plaids  and  duffle  cloaks. 

Wrights  wages  are  from  rod.  to  zs.  per  day,  without  vi^hials,  and  from 
6d  to  8d.  a  pay  with  viAuals.  Taylors,  with  vi€knals,from  4d.  to  6d.  per  day. 
^rrants  arc  very  icarce  \  aad  their  fees  double  what  they  were  20  years  ago. 

Day-labourers 
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Exports^  Woods^  Fuel^  and  iJ^^.— — The  pariih  annuallr^ 
at  an  average,  fends  to  Aberdeeni  or  to  the  interior  parts  of 
the  countrji  from  600  to  800  bolls  of  oat  meal,  and  from  200 
to  300  bolls  of  bear,  except  in  bad  feafons,  when  the  crops 
are  deficient. 

Around  the  cadle  of  Craigivar,  there  are  plenty  of  good  old 
afh  and  plane  trees,  about  200  acres  0/  excellent  thriving  wood, 
confiding  of  oak,  birch,  Scotch  pine,  fpruce  and  larix  firs ; 
but  there  are  no  other  trees  in  the  parifh,  except  fome  hard  wood 
in  the  tenants  yards,  fome  full  grown  a(h  and  plane  trees  a- 
round  the  cadle  of  Corfe,  and,  hard  by* it,  a  (mall  plantation 
of  birch  and  6r. 

There  is  no  peat  in  the  pariih,  except  the  lands  of  Corfe,  fo 
that  the  inhabitants  are  but  very  poorly  provided  with  fire.  They 
are  fupplied  with  turf  and  heather  from  the  muirs,  and  a  fort  of 
green  fods,  called  phuds^  which  they  cad  in  the  exhaufted  mof- 
fes.  Some  bring  black  peat  from  a  great  didance  for  drying  their 
grain.  •  Were  the  coal-duty  removed,  it  would  be  a  great  mean 
of  rcdrefling  this  grievance. 

The  public  roads  are  made  and  repaired  by  the  ftatute-Ia- 
bour  Every  man,  from  15  to  60  years  of  age,  is  obliged  to 
work  3  days  in  fummer,  and  3  in  autumn,  or  to  pay  is.  6d. 
for  the  whole  yearly  labour.    The  roads,  as  yet,  are  poorly 

made. 

Day-labourers  for  husbandry  get  from  8d.  to  lod.  per  day  witkont  viOiiak, 
*  and  with  TiAuaU,  from  4d.  to  6d.  Mens  wages  for  the  year  are  from  JUi:io 
to  L.  7  :  womens  wages  for  the  year  from  40s.  to  50*.  KarrcA  wages  for 
the  men,  from  a6s.  to  3»s.^-a'nd  to  the  women  from  xjs.  to  aos.  cach^ 
Meal  generally  fcUs  from  xos.  to  1 6s.— bear  from  xjs.  4d.  to  1 8s.— oats  from 
8s.  to  xji.-— pcafe  from  los.  to  ijs.^^ind  wheat  from  15s.  to  90s.  per  boU:-— 
chccfe  from  4s.  to  6s.  per  (lone,  26  lb.  Amfterdam  to  the  ftone :— -beef,  mut- 
ton, veal,  kmb,  and  pork»  from  ad.  halfpenny  to  4d.  per  lb  ^^ceTc  from  2s, 
to  2s.  6d.  each ;— hens  from  6d.  to  pd.  each ;— chickens  from  ad.  to  ad.  btlf- 
penny  each  ;«*butter  from  6d.  to  9d.  per  lb.  46  oz,  Amftcrdam, 
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made.  If  every  man  would  pay  the  compofition-money,  and 
men  were  hired  witK  a  proper  overfcer,  the  roads  would  be 
much  more  fufficiently  done. 

Churchy  School,  and  P^r.— The  church  is  old,  and  in  had 
repair.  Sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigivar  is  patron.  The  manfe 
was  repaired  and  enlarged  in  1767,  and  is  a  commodious  fmall 
houfe.  The  (lipend  is  32  bolls  of  meal^  at  8  ilones  per  boll ;  16 
bolls  of  bear;  L«3 1:2:  2tt  fterling  of  money  ;  befides  50  merks 
Scotchi  and  fmall  fervices,  valued  at  other  50  merks,  paid  by  the 
tenants  of  Corfe,  for  ferving  that  cure.  The  glebe,  though  not 
legal,  is  a  piece  of  the  bed  ground  in  the  parifli. 

The  Scceflion  began  here  about  36  years  a?o,  owing  to  the 
reformation  of  church* mufic  in  a  neighbouring  parifh.  There  is 
a  very  good  dated  Seceder  kirk  in  the  end  of  this  pariih,  and  a 
manfe  near  it.  The  minifter's  ftipend  is  L.  40  fierling,  made 
up  from  the  feat- rents  and  colle£tions.  The  congregation  fcems 
to  be  upon  the  decline.  The  minifter  is  a  fcnfible  man, 
and  his  hearers  quiet  and  inoflFenfive.  Such  of  them  as  belong 
to  this  parifh  get  aid  from  the  poor's  funds  in  the  fame  man« 
ner  as  the  poor  of  the  Eftabliflied  church  do. 

There  is  a  good  fchool-houfe  here,  but  no  garden  for  the 
fchoolmafter.  His  falary  is  only  100  merks  Scotch ;  his  per- 
quifites,  college-fees,  and  feilion-clerk's  fee,  fcarcely  amount 
to  L.  6  ilerling  yearly. 

The  poor's  funds  amoun^o  about  L.  40  fterling ;  befides 
1000  merks  Scotch,  mortified  by  Sir  John  Forbes  of  Craigivar's 
lady,  and  which,  by  the -will  of  the  mortifier,  mud  remain  in 
the  hands  of  that  family ;  but  the  intereil  of  it  is  regularly  paid 
to  the  kirk-feflion  in  meal,  and  divided  among  the  poor  in  the 
lands  of  Craigivar  and  Corfe.  The  weekly  coUeftions,  with 
what  is  got  about  a  communion  time,  do  not  exceed 
L.  3:  10  fterling  ^r  annum.  The  poor  have  no  other  funds, 
except  penalties,  and  a  very  fmall  rent  for  the  poor's  loft. 

E  c  2  There 
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There  arc  i2  poor  families  who  occafionally  get  fuppljr;  and 
a  common  beggar  is  fcarcely  known  in  the  pari(h.  Rather  than 
begi  the  people  would  live  in  great  mifery  at  home :  but  the  pa« 
riili  is  much  didreflbd  with  ftrolling  importunate  ftrangcrs. 

In  1782  and  17831  the  crops  were  fully  as  good  as  in  ma* 
ny  other  parifliesi  though  there  certainly  was  a  great  deficien- 
cy. Befides  the  Government  fupply  to  the  poor,  the  kirkfef- 
fion,  with  the  approbation  of  the  heritors,  bought  a  good  deal 
of  meal,  gave  of  it  gratis  to  the  poor,  and  fold  it  at  a  reduced 
price  to  others-  By  this  means,  the  poor's  funds  were  great- 
ly diminifhed  \  but,  happily,  none  perifhed  for  want.  The  he* 
ritors  were  at  pains  to  procure  good  feed  for  their  tenants,  who 
have  not  yet  recovered  the  lofs  of  thofe  bad  years  *' 

Eminent 

*  There  are  three  caAles  in  the  pariih.  x(l.  The  caftle  of  Corfe,  now  in  minff; 
built  in  1581  by  WiUiam  Forbes,  father  of  Patrick  Forbes,  BUbop  of  Ab«rdccD. 
Tradition  bears,  and  the  common  people  ftili  believe,  that  the  Devil  viiited 
the  Bilhop  in  this  caOle ;  that  they  differed ;  and  that  the  Devil,  on  fais  de- 
parture, carried  away  with  him  the  btxMui  fide  of  the  caftle ;  on  the  (lone-lfaurs 
'^'hereof,  they  dill  pretend  to  point  out  his  footfteps.  2d,  The  cadle  of 

Cralgivar ;  which,  as  is  imagined,  was  begim  in  the  beginning  of  the  X7th  ceo* 
tury  by  Roger  Mortimer,  then  of  Craigivar.  He  only  built  it  half  way  up, 
which,  it  b  faid,  hurt  his  circumihinces ;  and  he  fold  his  cftate  to  Mr  William 
Forbes,  brother  to  Bifhop  Forbes  of  Corfe,  who  fini(hed  the  caAlc  in  a  very  e- 
Icgant  manner,  according  to  the  faQiion  of  the  times,  in  the  year  i6a6.  It  is 
fcven  ftories ;  two  of  which  are  vaulted.  Though  not  atipxcfcnt  inhabited. 
Sir  W^iHiam  Forbes  keeps  it  in  good  repair.  ■  3d,  The  caftlc  of  Lenturk. 
now  in  ruins,  is  fuppofed  to  be  older  thaa  either  of  the  otlier  two.  It  appears 
to  have  been  built  early  in  the  i6th  century.  It  has  a  large  deep  broad  fo^ 
around  it ;  and,  in  thofe  days,  has  been  a  place  of  (Ircngth.    It  has  been  pro* 

bably  built  by Strachan  of  Lenturk ;  who,  in  the  reign  of  James  V.  ve- 

ry  unjudly  accufcd  John,  mailer  of  Forbes,  of  high  treafon,  which,  though  not 
proven,  made  him  lofc  his  head.    Tradition  bears,  that  in  July  1645,  Wil- 

liam  Forbes  of  Skcllater,  having  no  good  will  to Irvine.,  then  laird  of 

Lenturk,  came  down  hither  from  Strathdon  with  his  men ;  (hut  the  Uird  up 
in  the  cadle  prifon ;  lived  at  large  in  the  caftle,  and  on  the  cftate,  till  the 

morning 


of  Leocbd.  aai 

Emwent  A/^w.— None  have  made  any  refpeftable  figure,  ci- 
ther in  learning  or  eminence,  except  the  Forbes's  of  Corfe. 
Patrick  Forbes,  5th  laird  of  Corfe,  was  eleded  Biihop  of  A- 
berdeen  in  1618,  and  died  in  1635.  His  fon,  Dr  John  For- 
bes of  Corfe,  a  man  of  great  learning  and  abilities,  filled  the 
chair  of  Divinity  Profeflbr  at  King's  College,  Aberdeen,  till 
he  was  expelled  by  the  Covenanters.  Of  three  younger  bro- 
thers of  the  Bifliop,  6ne  having  acquired  a  large  fortune  at 
Dantzig,  purchafed  the  lands  of  Craigivar  and  Fintray,  and 
was  anceftor  of  the  prefent  Sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigivar ; 
another  died  minifter  of  Delft  in  Holland,  and  was  father  of 
Patrick  Forbes,  Biihop  of  Aberdeen ;  and  a  third,  having  made 
a  confiderable  fortune  in  Ireland,  was  progenitor  of  the  Earls 

of  Granard,  in  that  kingdom. 
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mornuig  the  battle  of  Alford,  when  he  went  and  joined  MontroTe  againft  the 
Covenanters,  who  got  a  total  defeat. 

In  this  pariih  there  are  nine  larige  tumuli  or  cairns ;  without  any  broad  flat 
ftooes  on  the  top,  but  fome  of  them  are  hinged  round  with  large  ftones ;  and 
have  the  remains  of  Dniidical  temples  hard  by  them.  Some  of  theie  temples 
axe  compoTed  of  two  and  three  circles  of  ere^  ftones.  There  have  been  more 
cairns  in  the  parifliy  which  hare  been  removed  for  building  houies  and  fold- 
dykes.  Where  they  ftood»  there  ftill  remain  vifible  (lone  coffinsi  where  urns 
have  no  doubt  been  dug  up.  A  few  years  ago,  human  bones  were  found  in 
one  of  the  largeft  cairns  upon  the  eftate  of  Lenturk,  a  good  way  from  the 
bottom,  without  any  ftone  coffin  endoling  them.  The  ftones  of  all  the  cairn^ 
are  in  general  very  finall.  On  the  brow  of  the  hill  of  Corie,  nearly  oppo- 
fite  to  the  caftle,  there  is  in  a  rock  a  fmaU  natural  cave,  called  the  Laird' t  bid- 
iag-^oU ;  and  faid  to  be  the  place  where  Dr  Forbes  of  Corie  frequently  conceal- 
ed himfelf  during  the  troubleibme  times  of  the  Covenanters. 

On  the  top  of  the  hill  of  Corfe  there  are  two  or  three  long  trenches,  fup* 
poTed  to  be  the  camp  or  fortification  of  Malcolm  or  Macbeth ;  and  near 
this  there  are  a  great  nuqsberof  IJaaU  tumuli,  now  overgrown  with  ihort  heath, 
which  may  be  the  repofitories  of  thofe  killed  in  battle  at  that  time.  At  a 
fiEnaU  diftance  from  thefe,  and  on  the  fame  hill,  it  it  faid  Macduff  killed  Mac- 
beth ;  where  there  is  a  large  cairn,  ftiU  called  MatkA^ftmrm ;  and  la  whidi» 
a  greftt  many  years  ago,  ibme  old  arms  were  foiwd. 
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NUMBER      XXVIL 
PARISH    OF    TARLAND- 

(presbytery  of   KINCARDINE    O*  KIEL,   SYNOD  ANU 
COUNTY    or   ABERDEEN.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Maitland. 


Name  and  Stipend* 

TARL  AND  isi  perhaps,  one  of  the  mod  disjoined  and  dif- 
contiguous  charges  in  Scotland.  It  confifts  of  two  pai* 
rilhes  united  into  one  charge.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  ia 
Popifli  timesy  they  have  been  different  charges,  and  the  refi- 
dence  of  difierent  clergyinen,  as  there  is  a  farm  adjacent  to  one 
of  the  churches,  which  is  called  Pittentaggart ;  a  word,  which 
in  the.Celtic,  fignifies  the  PrieflL's  Croft ;  and  a  part  of  that  farm 
is  ftill  occupied  by  the  minifter  of  the  united  charge,  or  his 
fubtenant,  as;  glebe*  The  names  of  the  two  pariihes  are  Tarlaad 
and  Migvy.  The  churches  are  diftant  from  each  other  about  2 
Scotch  miles  •,*  and  the  miniftcr  preaches  two  Sundjys  at  Tar- 
land,  and  the  third  at  Migvy,  by  regular  rotation,  both  fum- 
mer  and  winter.  With  regard  to  the  origin  or  etymology  of 
the  names,  Tarland  is  a  corruption  of  a  Celtic  word^  fignify- 
ing  the  flat  plain,  which  agrees  perfe£Uy  well  with  its  Stua- 
liont.*.*^The  minifter'a  refidcncc  is  at  Tarland ;  where  he  has 
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3  rnanfe  and  glebe  of  about  4  acresj  fome  of  it  rety  good,  and 
fome  of  it  very  poor  and  fandy,  but  no  grafs  nor  any  allowance 
for  it.  His  other  glebe,  mentioned  above  as  part  of  the  Prieft's 
Croft,  adjacent  to  Migvy,  is  of  about  3  acres ;  which,  with 
a  houfe  and  fmall  yard,  rents  at  L.  i :  13  14  fterling  yearly. 
The  ftipend  of  both  parifhes  was  modified,  anno  1 748,  to  700 
merks  money  ^  35  bolls  meal,  at  8  (lone  per  boU ;  and  13  bolls 
bear ;  with  L.  40  Scotch  for  communion  elements.  The  Crown 
is  patron.  The  church  and  manfe  of  Tarland  are  (ituated  in  a 
fmall  village  almofl:  on  the  S.  W.  border  of  the  diftrifl,  hav- 
ing the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  parifli,  which  lies  in  Cromar^ 
to  the  N.  and  N.  £•  of  the  church  *. 

Fillagis.^^Thc  village  of  Tarland,  confiding  of  upwards  of 
40  houfeS)  and  containing  1 50  fouls,  fituated  in  the  center  of 
Cromar,  is  a  burgh  of  barony ;  has  a  weekly  market  on  Wed- 
nefday,  and  three  larger,  and  three  lefler  yearly  markets,  to 
which  there  is  a  great  refort  from  all  the  country  for  feveral 
miles  round,  and  at  which  the  moft  important  commercial  bu« 
finefs  of  the  country  is  traufafled.  In  thefe  markets,  meal  is 
fold  by  meafure,  though  in  all  other  bargains,  relating  to  that 
article,  it  is  fold  by  weight,  at  9  ftone  to  the  boll.  Thefe  mar* 
kets  are' always  attended  by  two  or  three  notaries  or  mefien- 
gers,  who,  by  attention  and  good  management,  have  within 
thefe  30  years  paft,  cleared  fome  thoufand  pounds  from  the 
country.  In  the  village,  there  are  4  merchants,  who  keep 
open  (hops  every  day ;  an  inn,  with  good  accommodation  for 
travellers,  befides  3  or  4  licenfed  alehoufes  ;  i  (hoemaker ; 
I  butcher ;  1  fadler ;  i  dyer  ^  i  houfe*carpenter  $  2  mantua- 

makers, 

*  Cromar  is  a  divifion  of  Mar,  in  AberdeenfliirCy  and  comprehends  in  it  the 
parilh  of  Coul  in  the  £.  end,  the  pariihes  of  Tarbnd  and  Migvy,  of  Coldftone 
V»i  Logr,  and  part  of  the  partOi  of  Tullich,  ifk  the  middle  and  W.  end  of  it. 
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snakersi  vho  alfo  teach  white  feam ;  i  gardener ;  i  black-fmidi 
and  fcrrier  5  i  whccl-wright  \  and  2  or  3  carriers.  Here  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen,  the  proprietor,  has  a  granary  for  the  recep- 
tion of  his  visual  rents  $  of  which  he  has  6ooboHs  meal  pay- 
able yearly  from  his  cftates  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  parifh- 
es.  In  all  thefe  markets,  befides  wood  and  materials  for 
all  kinds  of  labouring  utenfils,  all  kinds  of  merchant  goods, 
and  things  neceflary  for  country  confumpt,  are  expofed  to 
fale.  In  the  month  of  February,  there  is  a  market  for  bor- 
fes ;  in  May,  there  is  one  for  Iheep  \  the  week  after  that,  one 
for  cows  \  and  in  Novemberj  one  for  cattle,  which  continues 
two  days. 

Extent  and  Form, -^To  d^fcribe  the  extent  and  form  of  the 
parifli  of  Tarland  is  very  difficult.  That  part  of  it,  which  lies 
in  Cromar,  may  be  about  2  Scotch  miles  in  length,  from  N.  £. 
to  S.  W.  and  about  I  in  breadth,  from  N.  to  S.  and  is  pretty 
contiguous.  Palling  N.  W.  through  the  parllh  of  Coldftone, 
through  the  parifli  of  Migvy,  through  part  of  Towie,  then 
through  Migvy  again,  and  through  Strathdon,  at  the  diftancc 
of  8  to  1,2  miles  from  the  parifli  church.  A  part  of  the  parifli 
of  Tarland  lies  along  the  N-  fide  of  the  river  Don,  of  between 
3  and  4  miles  in  length ;  and  in  one  glen,  called  Glenemon, 
from  the  water  Emon  which  runs  through  it,  about  2  miles  in 
breadth.  This  part  of  the  parifli  of  Tarland  is  under  the  in* 
fpe£tion  of  a  miflionary  minifter,  whofe  falary  is  paid  from  the 
royal  bounty,  and  who  performs  all  the  parts  of  the  minifteri* 
al  office  among  the  inhabitants  of  it;  fo  that  the  minifter  of  Tar^ 
land  has  little  or  no  intercourfe  with  them  j  and  can  give  no  ac- 
count of  their  numbers,  births,  deaths,  or  other  particulars, 
,  which  are  the  objects  of  enquiry  under  confideration.  The 
miffionary  minifter  is  the  proper  perfon  to  give  information  of 
that  corner.  It  is  faid,  that  this  diftant  part  of  the  parifli  of 
3  Tarland 
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Tarland  had  bees  of  old|  (when  the  country  was  lefspopulous* 
and  lefs  cultivated )»  (healing  places,  belonging  to  the  prpprie- 
tors  of  ground  in  Cromar  \  and  that,  as  they  came  to  be  more 
cultivated,  they  had  been  fold  off  as  property,  which,  after 
changing  feveral  mailers,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
fent  4  different  heritors,  each  of  whom  has  property  alfo  in  the 
pariih  of  Strathdon. 

The  pariih  of  Migvy  is  alfo  very  difcontiguous.  Part  of  it 
lies  in  Cromar,  disjoined  from  Tarland  by  a  part  of  the  pari(h 
of  Coldftone,  which  furrounds  it  on  the  weft,  fouth,  and  eaft 
fides,  and  comes  within  \  of  an  Englifli  mile  to  Tarland.  On 
the  N.  it  is  bounded  by  a  traA  of  hilb,  which  divides  it  from 
Towie.  There  was  a  new  churc|i  built  at  Migvy  about  3  or  4 
years  ago,  at  the  diftance  of  about  i  Scotch  mile  from  the  cen- 
trical church  of  Logy  Coldftone,  which  lies  to  the  S.  of  it* 
This  part  of  Migvy  pariQi  may  be  about  2  miles  in  length,  from 
N.  W.  to  S*  £•  and  about  i  mile  from  N.  to  S.  the  church 
bordering  upon  the  N.  W.  comer.  Faffing  from  this  part  of 
the  parifli,  over  a  ridge  of  mountains,  N.  W.  by  W.  through 
the  pariih  of  Coldftone,  or  N.  W.  by  N.  through  the  parifli 
of  Towie,  into  a  glen,  there  is  a  part  of  the  pariih  of  Migvy 
on  the  N.  fide  of  the  water  of  Deikry,  which  runs  through 
that  glen,  of  2  Scotch  miles  in  length,  and  perhaps  about  r  . 
mile  in  breadth,  from  N.  to  S.  At  the  N.  W.  end  of  this  glen, 
the  pariih  of  Migvy  lies  on  both  iides  of  the  water,  where  it 
runs  into  Don.  From  this  account  of  the  form  and  extent  of 
the  parilhes,  it  will  appear  that  a  new  divifion  of  pariihes 
might  be  attended  with  great^  advantage ;  and,  it  is  beUeved, 
that  many  other  pariihes  in  Scotland  will  afibrd  ample  ground 
for  the  fame  remark.-— That  part  of  the  pariih  of  Tarland^ 
which  lies  in  Cromar,  is  divided  from  Cuihny  on  the  N*  by  a 
track  of  high  and  barren  mountains :  of  which  there  is  a  tradi-* 
tion,  that  thefSreebooterSf  who  in  more  lawlels  times  frequented 
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thefe  hillS}  vhcn  they  came  from  the  ttncivilized  parts  of 
Lochaberi  8cc«  for  die  fake  of  plundering  cattle,  declared  them 
to  be  the  coldeft  hills  in  Scotland )  and  the  aflertion  appears 
to  be  not  ilUfonnded. 

Bufface^  SoU,  and  C/imate.-^The  lands  about  the  village  of 
Tarland  are  moftly  flat  and  level ;  a  great  part  of  them  is  liable  to 
be  OTerHown  with  water.  There  is  a  level  between  Tarland 
and  Coul  2  Englifh  miles  in  length,  and  from  }  to  ^  in 
breadth,  where  it  is  faid  there  is  not  fix  feet  of  defcent  from 
the  one  end  to  the  other.  In  September  1 768,  the  whole  of 
&is  level  was  under  water.  The  foil  in  this  level  is  general* 
ly  good  and  fertile  :  the  other  parts  of  the  pariih  are  more  un* 
ev^en,  and  the  foil  various  \  tho'  the  whole  would  be  capable  of 
great  improvement,  if  proper  means  were  within  reach,  but 
'thefe  are  wanting.  The  tenants  are  not  able  to  inclofe  ;  liq^e 
is  not  to  be  got,  but  at  an  expence  which  they  cannot  aflbrd } 
there  is  no  command  of  water  in  moft  places  where  it  would  • 
be  moft  ufeful.  The  fame  things  may  be  faid  of  the  lands  in 
that  part  of  the  pariih  of  Migvy,  which  lies  in  Cromar :  the 
foil  on  Deikry  fide  is  generally  thin,  and  the  crops  often  late, 
and  liable  to  be  hurt  by  frofts  and  mildews.  The  country  is 
mountainous  and  cold.  Over  the  whole  of  both  pariflies  the 
air  is  dry  and  healtliy ;  and,  among  the  inhabitants,  there  are 
tio  diftempers  peculiar  to  the  climate.  Nervous  and  rfieuma- 
tic  complaints  are  more  common  than  they  were  30  or  40  years 
ago;  owing  in  part,  at  leaft,  to  the  different  mode  of  living, 
which  is  more  generous,  and  to  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  a- 
mong  the  males,  and  of  tea  among  the  females ;  both  of  which 
are  drunk  in  much  greater  quantities  now,  than  in  the  days  of 
our  fathers. 

-    Rwrj  and  i?///j .— In  the  parifh  of  Tarland,  a  rivulet  runs 
1  by 
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by  the  village^  which  takes  its  rife  from  the  ipringi  in  the  moun- 
tains to  the  N.  and  N.  W*  In  fummcr^  this  ftream  is  very 
fmallj  and  hardly  affords  water  enough  to  work  the  mills  that 
depend  upon  it ;  but  in  winter,  it  is  full  of  water,  and  by 
heavy  (howers  often  overflows  its  banks,  and  lays  a  great  part 
of  the  lands  in  the  before-mentioned  level  under  water,  to  the 
great  hurt  of  the  crops  both  of  com  and  grafs*  The  fame  may 
be  faid  of  the  water  of  Dcikry,  over  which  is  a  fione  bridge 
of  one  arch  built,  at  Rippachy,  on  the  highway  from  Strath- 
don  to  Aberdeen,  and  by  which  travellers  pafs  by  another 
public  road  to  Tarland,  and  through  Cromar.  Both  thefe  af- 
ford no  other  fiih  but  trout,  which,  tl^ough  fmall,  is  exceeding 
good.  The  river  Don,  which  runs  along  that  part  of  the  pa- 
rifli  of  Tarland  in  Strathdon,  being  there  near  its  fource,  is 
but  fmall  in  fumroer.  It  abounds  with  fine  trouts,  and  fome* 
times  falmon  are  found  in  it,  as  far  up  as  Strathdon.  The 
mountains  all  over  the  country  are  generally  covered  with 
heath,  and  afibrd  pretty  good  pafturage  for  iheep,  and  in  fome 
places  for  young  cattle.  They  abound  with  moorfowl,  plover^ 
dottrel,  foxes,  hares,  and  other  game :  the  common  quadru- 
peds in  the  parifli  are  horfes,  black-cattle,  (beep,  and  (bme 
hogs. 

P<y»/(f//V;f •— With  regard  to  the  population  of  the  parifhes, 
no  diftin£t  account  can  be  given,  as  no  regifter  of  births,  deaths, 
or  marriages  has  ever  been,  or  can  be  exaAly  kept  in  them, 
owing  to  the  diftance  of  feveral  parts  of  the  united  charge 
CO  the  place  of  the  minifter's  reCdence*  The  people  of  Migvy 
or  Delkry-fide  attend  religious  ordinances  at  the  church  of 
Towie,  and  get  their  children  baptifed  there,  as  being  nearer 
to  them  than  Tarland.  They  never  think  of  feeking  to  get  a 
child's  name  entered  into  the  pariih  regifter  i^thofe  of  Tarland 
pariib,  in  Stralhdoni^  are  in  the  fame  predicament.    As  to 
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that  part  of  Tarland  and  Migtry  immediately  under  the  mimf- 
ter's  infpedioni  and  on  Deftry-fide,  where  he  catechifes  re- 
gularly every  yeari  the  number  of  fouls  can  be  afcertained  ve- 
ry exaAly.  In  the  year  1 768»  in  thefe  bounds,  the  numbers 
were  826  above  7  years  of  age,  and  101  below  7-, — total  927. 
From  that  time  to  f  79I}  the  numbers  have  been  flu£hiating, 
but  upon  the  whole  decreaGng.  In  1791,  the  numbers  in  the 
fame  bounds  were,  688  above  7,  and  1 1 8  below  7  i^total  806. 
The  occafion  of  this  decreafe  may  be,  that  many  families,  upon 
being  reduced  in  their  circumftances,  remove  to  towns,  where, 
from  the  improvements  that  are  carrying  on,  in  agriculture, 
manufaAures,  8cc.  they  get  work  and  wages  in  proportion  to 
their  ftrength  and  capacity ;  and,  by  thefe  means,  make  a  (hift 
to  live  much  better  than  they  could  have  done  by  continuing 
in  their  former  fituation.  Within  thefe  14  or  16  years  paft, 
many  numerous  families  have  gone  from  Tarland  to  Aberdeen. 
—Some  individuals  have  reached  the  age  of  80,  or  it  be  may  a 
little  above  that,  but  none  have  exceeded  90  fince  1767.  Of 
806,  the  total  number  anno  I79r>  400  are  males,  and  406  fe- 
males. Of  the  whole,  there  may  be  under  10  years  of  age,  a- 
bout  1 80;  from  10  to  20,  about  170;  from  20  to  50,  about 
310;  from  50  to  70,  about  130;  and  from  70 1090,  about  16, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  guefled.  The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in 
1755,  ^^^  the  whole  united  parifhes,  was  1300  feuls« 

FarmSy  Ag^icuhure^  {5^.— In  the  pariihes  of  Tarland 
and  Migvy,  ezclufive  of  that  part  of  Tarland  in  Strathdon, 
there  may  be  about  50  or  54  farms ;  fome  of  larger  and  fome 
of  lefler  extent  \  fome  poflefied  by  one,  and  others  by  two  te- 
nants, each  of  whom  have  from  2  to  3,  and  fome  4  or  5  fub- 
tenants ;  and  about  a  dozen  of  fmalier  pofleflions  occupied  on- 
ly by  one  tenant.  The  number  of  horfes  and  cattle  upon  thefe 
{arms  is  farious,  according  to  the  abilities  of  the  farmers 

fome 
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feme  Have  2%  ^otne  4  horfes,  ^tli  feme  8^  fome  10,  aiid  feme 
22  oxen,  for  their  ploughs ;  and  feme  2,  feme  3,  and  feme  4 
cows,  with  their  calves  of  one  and  two  years  old.  Some  haTC 
2»  others  3,  and  fome  4  or  5  fcore  of  fheep  upon  a  form*  The 
fubtenants  keep  a  hor  Jb  and  a  cow.  The  general  value  of  the  or- 
dinary hotfes  are  from  L.  5  to  L.  12,  and  fome  few  to  L.  14  or 
L.  1 5  fterling.  The  common  fizes  of  cattle  are  worth,  from  3 
years  old  and  upwards,  L.  3,*  L.  4,'  L.  6,  and  fometimes  L.  7 
fterling ;  cows  from  L«  2 : 1  o  to  L.  6 :  (heep  are  generally  worth, 
wedders  from  los.  to  1 58.  ewes  and  lambs  of  the  country  breed 

from  4s.  to  8s.  and  Iambs  from  2s.  6d.  to  4s. The  farmers 

in  this  country,  in  general,  are  obliged  to  fend  theii^  labouring 
cattle  away,  about  the  end  of  May,  for  fummer  grazing,  to 
glens  at  the  diftance  of  30  or  40  miles,  from  whence  they  do 
not  return  till  about  the  end  of  Auguft  i  and  many  of  them 
muft  fend  their  flieep,  at  leaft  their  wedder^  to  diftant  paf- 
tures  for  the  fummer  feafon  too.  This  is  a  great  draw-back 
upon  the  improvement  of  their  farms,  as  befides  the  ezpence 
of  *paying  for  grafs,  which  within  thefe  dozen  of  years  has 
rifen  from  28.  to  8s.  a  head  for  cattle,  they  lofe  the  benefit  of 
their  dung  for  3  months.  Another  great  inconvenience  thef 
have  to  ftruggle  with  in  fummer,  is  the  difficulty  of  gettingier- 
vants,  which  is  owing  to  the  following  pradiice  that  has  pro- 
vailed  for  fome  years  back :— a  great  number  of  able-bodied 
winter  fervants  engage  to  go  out  of  the  country  in  fummer, 
for  building  dykes  and  enclofures  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  axe 
carrying  on  improvements  in  the  fouth  country ;  and  by  thefe 
means  they  make  double,  fometimes  triple,  the  wages  in  the  fum« 
mer  half  year  that  they  could  get  or  exfcCt  by  engaging'with  a 
farmer  at  home.  The  Dyker,  ashe  is  called,  gets  from  L.2  to  L.3 
fteriing,  and  fometimes  more,  for  3  months  in  fummer ;  then 
he  returns  home,  and  gets  25s*  or  308.  perhaps  35s.  for  harveft 
work,  and  from  harvefty  if  it  is  early,  to  Martinmas^  feme  wiU 

make 
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«  make  from  Ss.  to  lis*  By  this  praAice,  tbe  firmer  in  CrA« 
mar  has  much  ado  to  get  fervants  in  fummer,  fofficient  for  pre- 
paring and  leading  home  his  year's  prorifion  of  fuel  for  firci 
which  confifts  of  peats  and  turf :  to  lay  in  a  proper  quantity  of 
chefe  takes  up  moft  of  the  time  from  TVhitfunday  to  harveft. 
^-Some  of  the  farmers  arc  beginning  to  raife  turnips  and  po- 
tatoeSf  and  to  lay  down  fown  grafs ;  but  for  want  of  inclofures 
and  winter  herding,  which  is  abhorred  by  the  generality  in  this 
comer,  it  is  impoffible  that  any^rogrefs  can  be  made  in  thcfe 
Improvements. 

MamfMBufiu^^T^  only  branches  of  manufa&ure  in  this 
country  are  the  fpinning  linen  yarn,  and  knittmg  hofe.  The 
dealers  in  thefe  manufa&ures  have  a  number  of  ftadons  in  the 
village  of  Tarland,  and  over  the  whole  neighbouring  country, 
where  lint  and  wool  are  given  out,  and  yam  and  ftockings  taken 
in,  the  yarn,  at  from  lod.  to  I5d.  per  fpindle,  and  (lockings 
at  from  is.  to  as.  6d.  for  fpinning  and  knitting  the  pair,  in  pro« 
portion  to  the  different  qualities  of  the  refpeAive  articles.  Thefe 
bring  a  great  deal  of  money  into  the  country ;  by  which  the 
greateft  part  of  the  poorer  families  are  fupported,  and  enabled 
to  pay  the  rents  of  their  houfes  and  (mall  crofts  of  land.  But 
the  females,  who  fit  from  their  childhood  at  the  (locking  or 
little  wheel,  are  generally  valetudinary,  and  commonly  can  do 
nothing  at  any  other  labour;  and,  when  thefe  works  bring  tole- 
rable prices,  it  is  difficult  for  thofe  that  need  them  to  get  fe- 
male fervants* 

ProduffkHs  and  JStfix/.— The  pari(hes  of  Tarland  and  Migvy 
produ(fe  a  great  deal  more  grain  and  vi£lual  than  is  neceflary 
for  their  own  confumpt  s  and  conliderable  quantities  of  meal 
and  bear  are  annually  carried  to  Aberdeen,  or  difpofed  of 
to  fupply  the  ne^hbouring  Highland  diftrids,  where  the 

meal 
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fflcal  Is  needed  fbr^the  fupp<irt  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
bear  made  into  bear  and  whiiky.  The  times  of  fowing  9|nd 
reaping  are  TariaUe,  as  the  ficafon  anfwers.  The  faarvcft  in 
Cromar,  and  particulariy  about  Tarland,  is  generally  as  early  as 
in  any  comer  of  the  county  of  AbeideeA.-*-Some  of  the  farmers 
in  the  pari(hpayfromL,40  to  L.5ofter«of  rent;  0thersfKnttL.3O 
to  L*  40 }  and  fome  not  above  L»  20  orL«25,  including  mc^ 
ney,  farm  meal  and  bear,  cefs^  and  other  public  hurdens  ^  and^ 
vheo  calculated,  the  Cngte  acre  may  be  worth,  out-fieM  iroin 
3s.  to  5s*  and  in-town  from  itfs.  to  sos.  and  fome  of  it  afg. 

aeeofdiag  to  the  nature  of  die  foil In  the  whole 

unitNid  parifhes  of  Tarland  and  Mtgvy,  there  are  13  heritors; 
of  vhom,  6  have  prppisny  in  the  parifli  of  Tarland,  and^  7  tn 
die  parifli  of  Migvy :  of  all  thefe,  only  2  in  Strathdon  refide 
within  theparift.  The  valued  rent  of  Tarland  is  L.Kto6:3:({, 
and  of  Migvy  L.  t  atf 5 :6 : 8  Scotch  V 

Mifctthneous 

e  - 
*  nepricnofpeovifiansttavtrioai.  Beef,  stmttpn,  «ii4  pQrk»  fni4%  s4. 
Ca  4d«  per  lb.  pidk  Uom  m.  to  as  64  each  \  ducks  from,  6d.  to  lod*  eacl^; 
hens  the  iamei  chickens  from  zd.  to  ad»  each.  Butter,  frefli,  from  jd.  to 
8d.  per  ib.  of  %%  os.— ^heo  faked,  from  Sd.  to  zid.  Cheefefrom  4s.  to  6&. 
per  (lone,  x6  lb.  to  the  Rone,  and  2S  oa.  to  the  lb.  Eggs  from  id.  to  3d. 
^per  dmeb.  Oats  from  zos  to  20s.  and  bear  £rom  ZM  to  a4s  per  boll,  with  a 
peck  to  each  boU;  and  when  grain  of  any  kind  is  Ibid  with  the  ilnrar,  by  the 
uniform  pradice  of  the  country,  the  purchafer  has  the  proof,  which  is  the 
twentieth  part  of  the  (lock,  and  a  peck  to  each  boll;  thefe  are  called  the 
Chairities.  And  here  it  may  be  obfenred,  that  as  there  are  ^ery  different 
qualities  of  grftin,  the  felling  it  by  the  meafure  is  not  at  all  a  fair  medium  of 
commerce;  becauie  the  fiune  price  is  exacted  for  grain  that  weighs  no  more 
than  18  or  Z9  ftone  per  boll,  as  for  other  grain  that  will  weigh  ao  or  %%  (lone. 
It  m|ght  be  of  advanuge  to  the  public  in  general,  if  a  ceruin  weight 
was  cftabliihed  for  the  boll,  then  the  purchafer  would  always  hare  nearly  the 

fame  value  for  his  money. The  wages  of  fervants  are,  men,  from  L.T  :xo 

to  L.  3. — A  woman,  from  dos  to  %$%.  the  half  year.-- Day  labourers,  from 
6d.  to^Sd.  and  la  hanrell,  zod.  a  day,  belldes  vi^hials* 
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Mt/attamous  Rjemarks.^-^Thc  number  of  poor  who  recciTC 
fapport  from  the  parUh  funds  may  be  from  i6  to  2o.  There 
are  no  funds  or  mortifirations  for  their  fupport,  but  the  d^y 
coUe£Uons  in  the  churches,  which  may,  atan  aTcrage,  amount 
to  aod.  or  as.  every  fabbath^  esdufiTe  of  the  coUefUooson  a 
communion  occafion,  which  commonly  amount  to  about  L.  3 
fterling.*-— There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  the  chaffaQers  or 
difpofitions  of  the  people.  They  are  generally  of  the  ordinary 
fize ;  and  not  at  all  deficient  in  hofpitality.— *Carts  are  pretty 
generally  ufed  both  in  hufbandry  and  by  carricrs.«-*»Tarland, 
it  is  bcliered,  would  be  a  very  proper  pbce  for  a  linen  manu- 
&dure,  as  there  is  good  accommodation  for  a  Ueachfield,  the 
water  being  very  foft,  and  fit  for  bleaching )  and  now  that  there 
is  a  lint- mill  ere&ed  by  the  Earl  of  Aboyne  in  the  nei^bour- 
ing  parifli  of  Coul»  there  is  a'  fort  of  fpirit  for  raifing  lint  be- 
ginning to  appear  among  the  inhabitants  of  Cromar^  and,  if 
this  was  encouraged,  it  might  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  coun- 
try. It  might  alfo  be  of  fenrice,  to  hare  a  puUic  diftiUery  e- 
it£led  at  or  near  Tarland,  as  the  country  yields  a  great  deal  of 
good  bear,  weighing  from  1 8  to  22  ftone  per  boll.  But  as  there 
are  no  refiding  heritors  in  the  country,  little  attention  is  paid 
to  the  benefit  or  improvement  of  it— — *By  the  ftacute-laboor, 
which  is  exa£ied  in  kind,  the  roads  in  the  pariih  are  put  and 
kept  in  pretty  good  repair. 
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NUMBER    XXVIII. 
PARISH    OF    KINNAIRD. 

(PR£Sfi7T£RY   OF   DUNDEE,    SYNOD    OF  ANGUS    AND 
MEARNS,    COUNTY   OF   PERTH.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  David  Spence., 


Name  and  Extent. 
'T^HE  name  of  the  parifli  is  compounded  of  two  Celtic 
^  words,  which  t\gn\ij  high  end  or  head.  It  may  have 
got  this  name  (as  mod  Celtic  names  of  places  are  defcriptive) 
from  the  raifed  fituation  of  the  villaget  or  caftle  of  Kinnairdj 
which  ftands  higher  than  the  village,  a  little  on  the  north  fide 
of  it ;  and  commands  an  extenfive  and  beautiful  profpedl  to 
the  S.  of  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  bounded  by  the  river  Pay,  and 
the  north  hills  of  Fife. — ^The  barony  lands  of  Kinnaird  belong- 
ed originally  to  the  noble  family  of  that  name,  by  a  grant  from 
one  of  the  kings  of  Scotland  \  and  from  them  they  derived 
their  name  and  title,  though  no  part  is  now  in  their  pofTef* 
fion. — The  caftl^  bears  the  marks  of  confiderable  antiquity ; 
and  is  faid  by  the  country  people  to  be  between  500  and  600 
years  old*  Great  part  of  it  appears  to  be  entirely  demolished  ^ 
but  fo  much  remains  as  (hews  that  ic  has  been  defigned  for  de- 
fence ;  and  was  formerly  a  place  of  very  confiderable  ftrength^ 
Vol.  VI.  G  g  like 
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like  many  others  in  Scotland,  during  the  prcTalence  of  the  feu* 
dal  inftittttions,  when  the  chieftains,  fupported  by  their  de- 
pendants, lived  in  a  (late  of  almoft  conftant  hoftilicy  with 
each  other. 

The  parilh  is  finiated  in  what  is  called  the  Carfe  braes,  a- 
bout  midway  between  Perth  and  Dundee  \  es^tends  about  2 
miles  £.  and  W.  and  3  S.  and  N«  comprehending  the  wafte 
9md  uninhabited  hilly  lands* 

Soil  and  Climate — The  fmalleft,  but  richeft  part  of  the  pa- 
rilh, lies  in  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie ;  well  known  for  the  ftrength 
and  fertility  of  its  foil.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Carfe  braes, 
the  foil  is  a  mixture,  in  different  proportions,  of  black  earth, 
and  what  is  called  mortar,  perhaps  from  its  cementing  quality, 
which  makes  it  fit  to  be  ufed  in  building.  It  is  not  fo  rich 
and  llrong  as  the  Carfe  clay  or  black  earth,  but  produces  crops 
of  all  the  different  grain  fold  in  the  Carfe  \  though  not  fo  lux- 
uriant, yet  of  fuch  good  quality,  that  the  farmers  can  difpofe 
of  tliem  at  nearly  the  fame  price.  The  north  fide  of  the  braes, 
not  only  the  climate,  but  the  foil,  light  and  (hallow,  render 
lefs  fit  for  cultivation.  It  is  moftly  bent  and  heath,  intermix- 
ed, however,  with  fields  of  good  natural  pafture ;  which, 
divided  at  a  fmall  rent,  among  tenants  who  have  farms 
on  the  fouth  fide,  enables  them  to  rear  a  greater  number  of 
cattle  than  they  could  othcrwife  have  done,  the  yearly  fale  of 
which  aflifts  them  to  pay  the  higher  rents  at  which  they  have 
their  corn  farms. 

The  air  of  the  Carfe  and  Carfe  hills  is  rather  moift ;  from 
which,  it  might  be  thought,  unhealthy,  and  that  rheuma- 
tifms,  agues,  and  confumptions,  would  be  the  prevailing  dif* 
tempers.  They  arc,  however,  by  no  means  fo  prevalent  as  for- 
inerly ;  owing  no  doubt,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  progrefs 
pf  improvement  by  draining,  which  continues  to  be  carried 

on 
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en  with  fpirit ;  and  by  which,  befides  promoting  health,  rich 
com  fields  are  got  from  marihy  ground  that  yielded  nothing 
before  but  grafs  of  the  coarfeft  quality.  Now,  the  people  in 
general  are  healthy  and  long  lived.  In  this  fmali  parifh,  with- 
in  6  or  7  years  paft,  feveral  who  had  always  refided  in  it  died 
between  70  and  90  years  old ;  and  there  are  now  living  in  it 
a  man  and  a  woman  at  the  advanced  age  of  between  90  and 

lOO. 

Population* — ^The  population  of  the  parifli  has  been  gradual- 
ly decreafing  for  many  years  paft  \  owing  in  a  great  meafure 
to  the  monopolizing  of  farms;  10  or  T 2  fmall  farms,  which 
fupported  as  many  families,  having  been  at  difiereht  times  zAA* 
ed  to  larger  ones,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  the  farmers  em- 
ploy not  cottagers,  but  yOung  unmarried  men.  The  return 
to  Dr  Webfter  in  1755,  however,  was  only  290  fouls.  The 
ptefent  ftate  is  as  follows : 


Number  of  inhabitants 
31ft  December  1790  404* 


Males 

Females 

Under  10  * 

From  TO  to  20 

■     '     20  to  50    •      • 

•—  50  to  70 

^—  70  to  90    - 

'  90  to  IOC 

Married 

Widowers  and  widows 
Farmers  fervants 
Weavers 


206 
198 

83 

87 

^3 
la 

2 

24 
88 


Inhabited  houfes 
Heritors  (non-refident) 
Annual  average  of  births, 

for  6  years  preceding 

1742 
•^— — — —  preceding 


1758 


1773 


preceding 
.  preceding 


90 

2 


19 
16 

IZ 


1789  -  loi 

Annual  average  of  deatlis 
from  1780  to  1790         7 


44 
Gga 


The 


Only  one  family  in  the  pariih,  and  an  individual  of  another,  arc  Seceders. 
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The  number  of  farms  ip  the  pari(h  has  been  reduced,  witK* 
in  thefe  50  or  60  years  paft,  nearly  one-half.  There  are  in  it 
at  prefent  about  14  farmers }  but  4  or  5  of  thefe  have  very  £inall 
farms,  on  which  a  family  can  hardly  fubfift  without  fome  o« 
ther  occupation.  The  largcft  farms  do  not  exceed  130  acres 
of  good  arable  land :  befides  thefe,  there  are  between  50  and 
60  acres  of  i^ood  ground  parcelled  out  among  the  trades*  people 
in  the  difierent  Tillages,  to  enable  them  to  keep  cows  forlbe 
ufe  of  their  families,  and  one  horfe  each,  for  labouring  joint* 
ly  their  farms,  and  carrying  the  commodities  they  have  forfale  to 
the  neighbouring  market  towns.  The  number  of  houfehold 
and  bbouring  fervants,  chiefly  the  latter,  employed  by  the 
farmers,  exclufive  of  their  children,  is  88 ;  that  of  artificers, 
57,  of  whom  44  are  weavers,  who  not  only  work  for  the  in- 
habitants of  the  parifh,  and  others  who  may  employ  them,  but 
alfo  manufacture  for  fale,  a  great  deal  chiefly  of  what  they 
call  Ham,  and  coarfe  packing  cloth,  for  which  they  find  area* 
dy  market  in  the  town  of  Dundee. 

Natural  Produ3i$m^  Isfc. — The  produdions,  mode  of  cul- 
tivation, times  of  fowing  and  reaping,  and  price  of  grain,  are 
tlie  fame  in  this  as  in  the  neighbouring  pariflies,  particularly 
that  of  Kilfpindy,  accounts  of  which  have  been  already  publifli- 
ed.  Th^  method  of  dividing  farms  into  6  parts  is  generally 
pra£lifed.  The  bed  crops  of  wheat,  both  for  quantity  and 
quality,  are  from  land  well  prepared  by  fummer  fallowing  and 
liming,  which  always  compenfate  the  farmer  for  his  trouble, 
expence,  and  the  lofs  of  one  crop.  After  fallow,  wheat,  peafe, 
and  beans  are  fown,*  and  for  the  mod  part  ploughed  down  as 
early  in  fpring  as  the  weather  will  permit ;  aftei  this,  barley 
with  clover  grafs  feed  is  fown  ;  and  good  grafs  fddom  fails  to 
be  fucceeded  by  a  luxuriant  crop  of  oats*  The  fmall  quantities 
of  flaxj  potatoes,  and  turnip,  raifed  in  the  pariih|  come  in  un- 
der 
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4er  diflcrent  diviHons  of  farms,  according  to  the  particular  date 
of  the  lands.  There  are  more  than  1000  acres  of  good  land 
fit  for  raiGng,  in  proper  fucceilioni  the  crops  above-mention* 
ed ;  befides  moor  and  hill  pafture,  and  grounds  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  bill,  which,  though  of  good  foil,  are  inacceflible  to 
the  plough.  Thcfe  the  proprietor  is  now  very  properly  em- 
ployed in  planting  with  trees,  particularly  firs  of  difierent 
kinds,  which  will  probably,  in  a  few  years,  cover  the  only  bar- 
ren profpedl  of  the  pari(h  from  the  Carfe,  and  be  an  ornament 
to  the  whole  country. 

Situation  of  Farmers.  ^-The  farmers  in  general  are  Intelli- 
genc  and  induftrious  in  their  bufinefs,  and  therefore  profpe- 
rous  and  contented.  The  rapid  progref^  of  improvement  in 
this  place,  for  upwards  of  30  years  pad,  has  amazingly  raifed 
the  value  of  land  ;  and  enabled  the  proprietor,  in  every  new 
leafe  fince  that  period,  confiderably  to  raife  his  rent,  not  only 
without  prejudice  to  the  tenant,  but  often  for  his  intereit,  by 
compelling  him  to  vigorous  exertion  in  improving  his  farm* 
Raifing  rents  will  always  have  this  efiefi,  if  it  is  done  with 
difcrction,  but  when  otherwife,  it  will  have  a  quite  contrary 
confequence ;  for  when  the  tenant  finds  that,  by  his  utmoft 
exertion,  he  cannot  pay  the  rent  and  live  with  tolerable  com- 
fort,  he  will  fit  down  in  fuUen  defpair  and  do  nothing*  From 
the  fudden  and  great  rife  in  the  value  of  land,  proprietors  are 
apt  to  entertain  extravagant  notions  of  its  value,  and  to  demand 
a  price  for  it,  not  according  to  what  it  is  known  to  have  pro- 
duced, even  when  laboured  upon  the  bed  plan  of  improvemeat 
yet  difcovered,  but  according  to  their  own  chimerical  profpe£b 
of  what  it  may  come  to  be  worth,  in  confequence  of  farther 
improvement.  Experience  proves,  that  there  is  no  demand, 
how  extravagant  foever,  but  the  ignorance  or  vanity  of  fome 
will  come  up  to  i  and  the  confequence  often  isj  that  the  te- 
nant 
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nant  is  ruined  in  a  few  years,  and  the  landlord's  great  rehtal 
turns  out  to  be  nominal.  Proprietors  herci  howerer,  are  at- 
tentive to  the  chara£^er8  of  tenants,  as  well  as  to  the  quality 
of  their  lands,  of  which  they  are  in  general  very  good  judges ; 
^nd  accordingly  let  farms,  at  reafonable  rents,  to  fuch  as  will 
labour  them  with  fkill  and  induftry*  The  bcft  land  in  this  pa- 
lifli  b  let  at,  and  fome  of  it  confiderably  below,  L.  2  per  acre ; 
one  excellent  farm  at  little  more  than  30s.  and  a  good  brae 
farm  at  25s.  per  acre  Many  farms  in  the  Carfe  are  let  high- 
er, and  fome  of  them  perhaps  too  high  \  but  in  general,  they 
feem  to  be  in  a  proper  enough  medium  for  encouraging  in- 
duftry  and  frugality,  and  ftimulating  the  powers  of  ingenuity 
and  invention;  and  tenants, who  are  intelligent  in  their  bufinefs, 
and  attentive  to  it,  ftill  expe£l  to  pay  the  rent,  and  live  com- 
fortably, notwithftanding  the  extravagant  price  of  working 
horfcs,  and  the  high  wages  of  labouring  fervants.  Let  not 
proprietors  think,  however,  that  they  may  ftill  go  on  fMrelling 
their  rental  at  the  granting  of  every  new  leafe,  they  will  not 
do  that  if  they  confult  their  own  intereft,  which  muft  ever,  in  a 
great  meafure,  depend  on  the  virtue  and  profperity  of  the 
tenantry. 

The  condition  of  the  tenants  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other 
parifhes  on  the  north  of  the  Carfe,  will  be  greatly  meliorated 
by  making  good  roads  to  the  different  (hipping  places  along  the 
banks  of  Tay.  Thisgreat  improvement  Mr  Allan  of  Errol  has  be- 
gun; and  the  feveral  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  are  heartily 
difpofed  to  carry  on  a  work,  conducing  fo  much  to  the  benefit 
and  comfort  of  the  whole  country ;  faciliating  at  all  times  a 
moft  ufeful  communication  which  was  before  quite  impraAi- 
cable,  at  leaft  for  loaded  carts,  during  the  greateft  part  of  the 
winter  feafon.^-Farmers  might  alfo  meliorate  their  own  con- 
dition by  attending,  more  than  they  generally  do,  to  the  breed- 
ing of  horfcs.— Every  farmer  of  nearly  xoo  acresj  rears  an- 
nually 
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nuaUy  10  or  12  black-cattle,  in  which  he  finds  his  advantage  \ 
but  few  make  the  rearing  of  horfes  an  obje£l  of  equal  atteu- 
tion,  thoughi  it  is  certain,  they  could  breed  them  much  more 
hardy  and  durable  for  work  than  foreign  horfes  are  found 
to  be,  and  at  a  tliird  of  expence  at  which  they  purchaic  thefe 
horfes  •. 

Situation  cf  2Vji^>w/i.— — The  tradefraen  in  the  parifli  arc 
in  general  indudrious  and  well  employed  \  and  it  adds  much 
to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  weavers  efpecialiy,  that  along 
with  their  houfes,  they  have  fo  much  good  land  divided  among 
them,  as  enables  them  to  keep  cows  and  fmall  horfes,  and  gives 
enough  of  wholefome  exercife,  without  taking  too  much  time 
and  attention  from  their  principal  bufinefs.  Their  condition 
would  be  meliorated  if  the  proprietors  would  divide  the  lands 
more  equally  among  them,  and  prevent  the  poilibility  of  en* 
groffing :— ^by  this,  envy  and  animofity  would  be  prevented,  and 
the  peace  and  profperity  of  them  all  would  be  much  promoted* 

Stipend^  School^  and  Poon^^Thc  church  was  built  in  1674, 
and  the  manfe  in  1786.  It  was  fo  fuperficially  executed,  as 
already  to  need  repair,  as  well  as  the  church.  The  (tipend  is 
6  bolls  of  wheat;  30  bolls,  i  firlot,  and  2  pecks  of  barley; 

2S 

*  Labourifig  fenrants  here  have  great  encouragement.  Their  common  wa- 
ges are  from  L.  8  to^.  zo ;  befides  a  fqfEcicnt  allowance  of  milk  and  meal 
/or  their  mamtenance.  Thofe  who  diflinguifli  themfeUes  for  fidelity  atid  di^ 
ligence  in  ferrice  often  get  moie.  With  fuch  wages  they  may  not  only  lire 
comfortably,  but  if  they  are  virtuous  and  frugad,  while  young  and  in  health, 
may  provide  for  their  fupport  in  a  time  of  diftrefs,  or  when  the  infirmities  of 
declining  life  unfit  them  for  labour.  Servants,  who  are  faithful,  attentive^ 
and  ibbcr,  are  very  much  valued ;  and,  befides  their  high  wages,  have  to  ma- 
«y  advantages  from  the  voluntary  attention  of  their  maders,  that  they  are 
often  able,  after  lo  om  years  l^n'icc,  to  flock  fmall  fanns  for  thcn^eKcs. 
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28  bolh  of  meal ;  and  L.  37 :  10  fterlingi  in  money ;  with  % 
glebe  of  between  8  and  9  acres. 

One  of  the  pooreft,  though  not  furdy  the  lead  ufeful  man 
in  the  pari(h«  is  the  fchoolmafter :— to  maintain  a  young 
rifing  family,  the  amount  of  all  he  can  make,  as  fchoolmafter 
and  feiGon-clerky  is  between  L.  1 1  and  L.  1 2  fterling  yearly. 
Many  of  his  brethren  in  the  country  are  in  the  fame  miferable 
fituation ;  and  cannot  better  their  circumftances,  but  by  fol- 
lowing fome  buGnefs,  inconfiftent  with  proper  attention  to 
their  fchools  *. 

Seldom  above  3  or  4  are  on  the  poor's  roll.  The  permanent 
fund  for  their  fupport  is  but  L.  50  fterling.  The  intereft  of  that 
fum,  however,  with  the  weekly  coUedions,  hasbeen  found  hither- 
to fufficient  for  the  ftateddiftributions,andalfofor  occafional  cha- 
rities, fometimes  well  beftowed  on  honeft  induftrious  perfons, 
who  have  been  reduced  by  diftrefs  or  unavoidable  misfortunes, 
to  enable  them  to  proceed  on  their  ufual  occupations. 

General  CAflrfl^rr.— The  dificrent  orders  of  people  in  this 
place  are  in  general  fober,  honeft,  and  induftrious;  and  as 
their  external  circumftances,  fo  their  natural  genius  and  tem* 
per,  are  favourable  to  tranquillity  and  contentment  of  mind. 

They 

*  If  the  profpcrity  of  the  ftate  depends  much  on  the  piety  and  Ttrtue 
of  the  commonality,  and  this  again  on  early  education,  pnbiic  fpirited  men 
Ihould  liirely  exert  themfeWes  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  parochial  fchool- 
mafters,  to  enable  them  to  give  their  whole  attention  to  the  education  of 
youth.  Many  who  know  and  feel  for  their  extreme  poverty,  Co  pernicious  to 
the  general  intereft  of  education  in  the  oountry,  were  forry  to  hear  of  councils 
and  deliberations  folemnly  held  by  gentlemen  of  landed  property,  in  diiferent 
parts  of  Scotland,  as  upon  bufinefs  of  the  laft  importance,  only  to  baffle  the 
petition  of  the  poor  fchoolmafters  for  fuch  an  addition  of  their  falarics  as 
might  enable  them  to  live,  without  bavrng  recoorfe  to  any  bufincis  foreign 
to  thcif  profciCoa. 
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Thqr  are  little  fufceptible  either  of  the  pleafuret  or  pains 
which  refult  from  a  lively  imagination  and  delicate  fenfibUitj 
of  temper ;  but  though  not  remarkable  for  rivacityi  they  are 
judicious  and  difcemingi  efpecially  in  farmings  andm  new 
pra£licei  that  is  generally  adopted  in  the  Carfe,  may  be  de« 
pended  upon  as  a  folid  improvement.  Their  religion  may  be 
often  tinftured  with  fuperftition,  but  is  feldom  heated  with 
enthufiafm*  If>  where  it  is  in  truth,  it  is  accompanied  with 
little  fenrour,  it  however  operates  as  a  o^imf  rational,  fteady 
principle  of  wife  and  virtuous  condtt£k. 
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IT  0  M  B  £  R     XXIX. 
FARlisH    or    KINTAIL. 

(pRflBYTKItT.  or    tOiXCARRON,    STMOD    OF  aUK- 
EJLO)' COUNTY    OF  ROSS.) 

By  tin  Riv.  Mr.  Roderick  Morison. 


Name,  Extent^  isfc* 
^''^HE  parifli  of  Kinuil  derives  its  origin  from  Chean-dha^ 
-■"  bacJi  the  •'  head  of  two  fait  water  bays.**  An  arm  of 
the  fea  at  Coalacin  extends  eaftwardly  till  it  meets  the  firft 
point  of  land  in  Kintail :  the  arm  in  this  place  dirides  itfelf  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  two-thirds  takes  a  S.  E.  direAion ;  and, 
after  extending  3  milcS)  it  terminates,  and  forms  what  is  call- 
ed Lochduich.  The  other  divifion  of  the  aforefaid  arm,  called 
Lochlong,  has  the  fome  extent,  and  inclofes  the  parifli  almoft 
on  the  N.  It  alfo  feparates  this  diftrid  from  Lochalfli.  Thefe 
two  arms,  environing  the  parifli  of  Kintail,  forms  the  habita- 
ble parts  thereof  into  the  figure  of  a  deer's  horn. 

The  extent  of  this  parifli  is  1 3  miles  long,  from  S.  to  N.  in- 
eluding  the  grazings  and  hilly  ground ;  and  in  general  6  com- 
puted miles  broad.  The  parifli  is  divided  into  3  diftrids  ;— 
the  fide  of  Croe,— Glenelchaig,*— and  Glafletter.  The  laft  di- 
vifion, belonging  to  the  Laird  of  Chifliolmi  confifts  chiefly  of 

hiU 
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Iiill  pfeftare,  which  is  reduced  to  ten  feparate  gnsingo.  Sonrn 
of  it8  poflcflors  are  connefled  with  other  patiflies  \  and,  as 
thef  retreat  to  thor  winter  dwellings  after  harrefti  their  num- 
Wr  cannot  be  minutely  afcertained.  The  other  divifiona  of 
the  pariih,  belonging  to  Francis  Homberftone  M'Kensie, 
Efq.  of  Seaforth,  contain  840  fouls.— The  natives  of  the  p^« 
riih  are  all  Mac  Raes,  except  two  or  three  families  *• 

Rivertf  Hilb,  and  ^ood^r— There  are  tworirersin  this  pa« 
ri(hy  the  Loigh  and  the  Croe,  which  arife  in  fmall  rivulets  in 
the  mountains  ;  the  former  runs  into  Lochlong,  and  the  lat- 
ter into  Lochduichr  Both  thefe  rivers  were  once  famous  for 
falmon ;  and  the  fifliings  were  common  to  the}inhabitancs>  till 
they  were  laid  under  ttiiSk  prohibition,  foon  after  1 745.    SttHs 

H  h  2  were 

*  The  firft  maa  of  the  dan  had,  it  is  faid,  in  his  younger  days,  many  difii- 
oikies  to  encounter,  from  which  he  with  great  dexterity  extricated  himfelf. 
His  father,  npon  hearing  the  happy  events  attending  his  fon,  exclaimed^ 
Shasmhac  ragb  aigh^  •*  He  Is  the  Ion  of  good  fortune.* '•*-«— It  is  generally  &!• 
lowed  that  the  Mac  Rac's  emigrated  from  the  brats  of  Akd,  oa  the  Lovat  e- 
flatc,  to  this  place,  though  what  induced  them  to  prefer  the  mountains  to  the 
jdkias,  is  not  uniYerfaUy  agreed  upon,  yet  certain  it  if,  that  long  after  their 
refidence  in  Kintail,  they  mainUined  a  firm  alliance  with  the  Prafcrs  of 
Aird.  The  tradition  which  prevails,  that  an  infcription  was  fet  up  nigh  the 
entrance  to  Lovat  honfe,  bearing,  "  That  no  Mac  Rae  muft  lodge  without, 
**  when  a  Frafer  rcfides  within,"  is  not  wholly  without  foundataoo.  When 
the  Mac  Raes  firft  entered  Kintail,  there  were  ieveral  dans  inhabiting  It, 
pafticulariy  the  Mac  Anlays,  of  whom  no  veftige  now  remains.  The  Mac  Len- 
nans,  a  fmall  tribe  in  the  pariih  of  Glenfheal,  were  the  only  people  that  would 
not  yield.  Theie  Mac  Lennans,  at  the  battle  of  Auldearn,  were  intrufted  with 
8eaforth*s  colours ;  ^e  novdty  of  the  preferment  rouied  them  to  a^on  atid 
lliibbom  refiftance,  which  proved  fatal  to  the  clan,  for  many  were  flain ;  and 
their  widows,  1 8  in  number,  were  afterwards  married  to  Mac  Raes.**— The 
tenndaries,  whkfa  dMdc  the  Mac  Raei  firom  the  Biac  I<enBans,  are  toitrkcd 
by  a  liter  whkh  raas  into  I^offJKiuich ;  but  ceauMB  otferratiao  may  caftly 
tnce  a  line  of  diftia^tipn  from  the  di&rcnof  in  thdr  laagaa^e  90^  accent,. 
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were  then  eftabliihed ;  a  novelty  which  the  people  did  not  ic« 
liih ;  and  feme  of  them  teftified  their  diiapprobation  of  this  a* 
bridgement  of  their  pnTileges,  by  dragging  the  nets  a-(bofe>  and 
reprimanding  the  fiihermen.  They  aAed  under  the  idea*  that 
hunting  and  fiihing  were  privileges  handed  down  to  thea  fay 
their  anceftors ;  and  that  thefe  immunities  ought  nerer  to  be 
monopolized  nor  wrefted  from  mankind. 

Kintail  is  on  every  quarter  furrounded  with  high  hills ;  the 
moft  eminent  is  Tulhch-wrd^  which  commands  a  view  of  m^ 
ny  of  the  Hebride  iilands.  This  mountain  claims  particular 
attention^  on  account  of  the  veneration  it  was  held  in  antient 
times*  Like  the  temple  of  Janus,  it  indicated  peace  or  war : 
the  voice  oT  hoftility  was  fure  to  roar  on  its  fummit ;  for>  when 
war  commenced,  a  burning  barrel  of  tar,  on  the  higheft  ridge, 
was  the  fignal  \  and  all  the  vaflals  and  tenants  of  Seaforth  ap« 
peared  next  morning,  armed  pro  arts  itficii^  at  the  caftle  of 
Donan,  the  ufual  place  of  rendezvous  ^•"-^^Maam  Tuirc^  or 
Boar  Hill,  is  another  high  mountain  to  the  eaft  of  TuUoch-ard. 
It  divides  Glenelchaig  from  the  fide  of  Croe. 

There  are  no  ftatute  or  military  roads  within  the  parifh.Some 
remains  of  a  road  are  to  be  fcen  along  the  (hore  of  Lettercoil. 
This  ufeful  road  was  intended  to  be  carried  on  along  the  nonh 
fide  of  Lochduich ;  but  the  tenants,  after  much  labour  and 
trouble,  deferted  it,  probably  for  want  of  a  proper  fund  to  go 
forward.  Till  of  late,  the  people  of  Kintail,  as  well  as  other 
Highlanders  had  a  ftrong  averfion  to  roads.  The  more  inac- 
ceffible,  the  more  fecure,  was  their  maxim.  But  of  all 

the  roads  leading  to  this  place,  none  calls  more  for  public  at- 
tention than  that  of  Afiic  or  Belloch.  This  road  is  13  com- 
puted 

^  Thb  Mvniaf  monnt  the  ftmily  ^  Setforth  betn  for  their  creft.  And 
thoft  whoreliih  the  mnlic  of  theba0slpe»  ftew  no  little  refsrdto  the  tvne  of 
Tulloch-sid,  or  Seaforth's  gpthcring. 
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puted  miles  from  Kilduich  in  Kintail,  to  Knocfin  in  Stnth* 
glaf8«  It  18  allowed  to  be  the  neareft  communication  between 
the  £•  and  W.  feas ;  and,  though  daily  frequented  by  people 
from  Sky  and  other  places,  to  Invernefs  and  Ding^^all,  with 
heavy  loads,  there  is  no  inn  to  accommodate  travellers,  except 
the  booths  of  Ihepherds,  which  in  ftormy  weather  they  fre- 
quently bum  for  feuL— -Within  3  miles  of  Kintail,  at  a  place 
called  Belloch,  is  a  high  ridge  of  hills  which  environs  this  dif- 
tri£):  on  the  E.  and  would  render  it  inacceflible  from  that  quar« 
ter,  if  nature  had  not  left  a  fmall  gap  in  the  mountain,  as  if 
it  had  been  fawn  down  to  the  middle,  which  leaves  room  for 
3  paflengers  to  go  a-breaft.  The  afcent  on  the  K  to  the  Bel- 
loch is  about  100  yards  in  a  zig-zag  dire£lion.  The  weftern  zU 
ped  is  truly  fteep  and  vexatious :  the  intermediate  fpace  on 
the  topis  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  and  5  feet  broad.  The 
traveller  finds  himfelf,  in  pafling  through  this  gi^t,  inclofed 
with  hills  of  rueful  afpe£ls,  infpiring  awe,  and  often  quick** 
oning  his  pace  *• 

CAaraBtt 

*  After  the  battle  of  Cnllodcn,  Lord  George  Sackville,  entered  mntaii  Ij 
this  road,  driying  cattle  and  plunder  before  him.  Mr  John  M*Leao,  the 
minifter  of  this  parUh,  appeared  before  his  IionUhip,  to  protect  the  Kintail 
men,  (being  at  that  time  loyal  fnbjeAs),  from  unmerited  infult ;  but,  from 
the  fimplictty  of  Mr  M*Lean*s  drefs,  his  Lordfiiip  Inferred  impofition ;  and, 
finzing  a  loaded  piftolf  gave  orders  for  his  appearing  inllantly  before  him  with 
his  library^  that  his  opinion  concerning  his  fiicred  charaQer  might  no  long- 
er remain  in  iufpenfe ;  otherwise  he  would  fufler  for  daring  to  infult  him. 
This  oncoomion  ialutation,  added  to  the  natural  trepidation  of  the  renerabte. 
old  Ban/— he  made  all  poflible  hafte  to  bring  back  a  volume  of  Pool's  Anno« 
tatiGBSv  which  convinced  his  Lordflilp,  that  the  want  of  pontificiai  robes  in 
the  H^hhnds  was  no  obftade  to  veiadty.  This  volume  of  Pool's  Annota- 
tions  is  (till  within  the  precinAs  of  the  place ;  carefully  laid  up  in  the  lib* 
rary  of  the  nunifter  of  Gleh(beal,  and  preferved  like  the  old  Pailadfum  of 
Tioy^  Of  all  the  tnvellen  attempting  the  Afric  road,  none  ever  left  fiich 
maaoffahle  tracrs  behind  him  a^  Mr  Rofs  of  Eafter  Fern,  who  after  the 

battle 
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CbaraBer  rf  tie  People. — Within  the  mountaiiu  alreadj  de- 
fcribed,  one  will  naturally  expeft  to  find  untoward  afpeds, 
with  afpcrity  of  temper :  this  conclufion  40  yean  ago  was  tru- 
\j  incontcftible,  but  the  greateft  change  has  taken  place  of  late 
years.  The  natives  or  Kintail  are  tall»  robuft,  and  wdl-limb- 
ed ;  able  to  endure  much  cold  and  fatigue ;  generous  and  bof- 
pttable }  and  if  they  are  fometimcs  peeviih  to  ftrangers,  it  is 
by  reafonof  encroachments  on  their  grazings  and  hill  paftare. 
This  peculiarly  arifes  from  their  being  wholly  deroted  to  the 
f  aftoral  life,  without  intermeddling  with  any  other  branch  of 
manufacture  or  trade.  In  the  laft  century,  or  rather  btcr, 
the  inhabitants  of  Kintail  wore  nothing  but  the  woolen  mana- 
failures  of  the  place ;  but  at  prefent,  erery  indiridual  purchaf- 
es  lineny  and  afie£l  as  much  neatnefs  in  drefs  as  any  of  their 
neighbours.    It  is  cafy  to  remark,  that  their  attachment  to 

Seaforth 

battle  of  Glenflieal»  Z719,  receired  a  connniflion  from  ^ernment  to  repair 
to  Kintail  with  a  fxAtCt  body;  of  men,  to  collet  the  rents  of  that  place,  in 
name  of  hii  majcfty.  His  intentions,  howerer,  were  announced  to  the  Kia- 
tail  meot  who  aflembled  with  great  precipitation,  and  meeting  Mr  RoTs  at 
ft  place  called  Lochan  doigh,  %  miles  from  Knocfin,  a  muiket  was  fired  from 
the  fummit  of  a  grove,  hanging  over  a  pond  of  water,  the  ball  grazing  fl^htly 
the  back  of  Mr  Rois's  neck,  he  difmounted  inftantly,  and  replaced  his  fon 
on  his  horfe.  After  this  accident,  he  purfued  his  jonmey  for  4  miles,  till 
coming  to  a  place  which  divides  the  hill  road,  called  Doir  no  mearlach,  a 
party  at  the  foot  of  a  fpreading  fir-tree,  on  the  oppofite  hank  of  the  river, 
fired  and  wounded  Mr  Rofs's  foo.  This  fecood  alarm  in  intimidated  the  troops, 
that  Mr  Rofs  was  eafily  pcrfuadcd  to  offer  terms  of  capitulation  to  the  Kin* 
tail  men,  at  that  time  commanded  by  a  Colonel  Murcheibn ;  a  gcntlemao, 
whofe  natural  parts  qualified  him  for  a  higher  (htion.— Mr  Rois's  fan, 
young  Walter,  died  of  his  wounds,  on  his  way  home,  his  body  was  carried  00 
a  litter  to  the  priory  of  Beaulieu,  and  there  interred.— After  this  fruitleis  ci- 
pedition,  another  was  attempted  next  year  by«  the  Lochcarron  road,  by  a 
obtain  M*  Neal,  whofe  fate  was  little  better.  He  receired  »  wound,  and 
returned  immediately. 
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Seafortli^  borders  on  extoayagance ;  and  thofe  who  know  them^ 
aUow  that  their  temperance  and  frugality  merit  imitation.  It 
deferres  to  be  remarked  among  the  peculiarities  of  this  parifli, 
that  no  male  or  female  comes  under  the  contemptible  appella- 
tion of  a  drunkard ;  and  alfo»  chat  there  is  not  a  M*Kenzie  re^ 
fident,  or  pofieflbr,  in  the  place,  though  it  has  been  the  property 
of  that  name  for  many  generations. 

Caitkt  Sbeip,  &V.-*The  chief  prodtt£Uon  is  black-cattle ; 
on  whidi  account  is  has  got  the  name  of  KintaUfto  Sogbj  or, 
^  Eihtail  of  cows.''  It  is  not  fize,  but  fliape  and  figure,  that 
gives  the  IGntail  cattle  the  claim  to  preference,  in  ^^  opinion 
of  droTcrs,  who  always  txpt€t  to  meet  with  three  good  pro* 
pertiss,  a  choice  pifa!^  weight,  and  fliort  legs,  in  the  true  breed 
of  cattle  cm  the  CriL  -  Yet  it  may  wbh  truth  be  remarked,  that 
ftvr  Highfandcrs  are  le is  attentiTc  ta  the  choice  of  bulb,:  their 
ftrefr  being  laid  entiretf  on  the  rearing  and  feeding  of  calf  es. 
The  number  of-  bltek^oattle  in  the  parifli  amounts  to  riwut 
i2oo.  Hie  price  of  v  milcb  cow  in  May  is  generally^  L*  5^ 
and  at  Marunmas,  L.4* . 

Every  £irmer  reaii  9  few  flieep  and  -goats,  but  thdr  num- 
ber b  very  inconfiderahle ;  and  they  are  chiefly  intended  to  reach 
at  Aat  pafture  wUoh,  by  its  fteepncfs, .  is  inacceiEbk  co  black'i^ 
cattle*  The  flieep  are  of  the  low  and  common  kind;  their 
woolt  however  is  veckoncd  fine ;  though  of  late,  by  the  intro- 
duAion  of  large  tupSf  k  is  thought  the  quality  is  afieded,  and 
that  the  intermixed  progeny  infecls  the  whole  flock  with 
bnoies,  and  other  unknown  di&empers.  The  price  of  a  goat 
is  6a.^— and  of  a  wvdder,  8s. 

There  are  about  300  horfes  in  the  pariih.  Ploughing  and  e- 
wry  Ibrt  of  labour  is  carried  on  by  them ;  but  diey  are^never 
allowed  to  paftove  witbmilch^cows  in  fummer :  for  diem,  £he 
bensy  gtaft  of  the  mountains  are  referved.    The  plough  with 

which 
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whkh  thefe  horfes  labour  the  ground  b  of  a  fingolar  conftruc* 
tion :  The  two  handles  are  almoft  perpendicular  \  the  plough^ 
man  therefore  ftands  in  an  erc£i  poGtton.  Four  horles  all  in 
a  breaft  pull  againft  tlie  beam  in  thongs  of  leather  cordsy  ge- 
nerally made  of  the  ikins  of  deers*  Behind  the  ploaghmanj  a 
man  follows  with  a  fpade  to  comprefs  the  ftrong  furrows  which 
reiifted  the  fide  boards.  The  driver  confronts  the  ploagfamant 
holding  the  reins  of  the  horfes  colle£ied  in  a  crols  ftick  3  fieet 
long :  id  this  aukward  pofition,  the  driver  moves  backward ) 
and  neither  example  nor  precept  can  convince  die  people  of  a 
better  mode  of  cultute.^-— -Horfes  for  the  plough  are  fdd  at 
L.6  orL.7  fterling. 

jtgricuiture,  Produce,  CsT^.— Sowing  commences  about  the 
beginning  of  April,  and  continues  to  the  end  of  May :  This 
period  is  occupied  in  fowing  oats,  barley^  and  particularly  po- 
tatoes I  the  greateft  attention  is  bcftowed  on  this  root^  as  it 
makea  up  more  than  one*half  year's  fubCfteUce,  ^dithe  fiih 
and  herring  Lochduich  furnifhes  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and 
September.— —Every  tenant  who  farms  L.  20  rent|  generally 
has  20  milch-cows,  and  '&ws  4  bdls  of  oats,  and  half  m  boll 
of  barley.  Indeed,  as  is  already  obferved,  the  great  aim  is  to 
have  a  plentiful  crop  of  potatoes ;  for  the  odier  crops  have  a 
variety  of  weathers  to  encounteri  and  cannot  therefore  be  de- 
pended upon.  The  mod  competent  judges  of  the  foil  and  cli- 
xbsLte,  fuggeft  the  plan  of  raifing  potatoes  and  green  crops  as 

the  bell  Highland  farming  fcheme. It  is  cuftomary  to  cut 

down  a  great  quantity  of  natural  grafs  in  the  month  of  Auguft ; 
which,  after  receiving  proper  feafoning,  is  made  into  ropes  of 
two  fathoms  in  length,  and  then  twifted  two-fpld :  being  thus 
compreffinl,  it  requires  Ic&  room  in  bams,  where  aH  their  crops 
are  laid  up.  This  procefs  has  another  advantage  1  for^  in  this 
mode,  it  is  carried  with  the  greater  facility,  into  diftant  glens» 
I  for 
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for  Ac  tcKcf  of  weak  cattle  in  ftormy  weather,*— The  land 
is  AndeA  into  oxen-gates,  penniesj  and  farthings.  In  the 
firfty  there  is  room  for  6  bolls  fowing.  The  arable  land  with- 
in the  partfli  is  indeed  very  inconfiderablei  for  162  pennies^ 
or  54  oxen-gatesy  comprehend  the  whole.  It  is  found,  that 
every  penny  of  land,  with  its  proportion  of  hill  grafs,  ought 
CO  maintain  8  milch  cows,  with  their.followers  of  yield  cattle, 
that  is,  3  heads,  including  the  calf,  after  erery  milch-cow. 

ihWiveniencief.^^^Thc  want  of  roads,  fuel,  and  wood,  are 
hardfliips  with  which  the  people  ftruggie.  The  fcarcity  of  fuel 
arifes  from  the  inceflant  rains,  the  great  expence  of  ferrying 
heavy  mofly  peats  orer  arms  of  the  fea,  and  of  leading  them 
from  the  fummit  of  high  hills.  To  all  thefe  may  be  added,  the 
wsAt  of  fait:-*  this  was  never  more  feverely  felt  than  on  the 
29th  of  July,  1 79 1 9  when  the  take  of  herring  in  Lochduich 
was  fe  immenfe,  that  a  fingle  boat  killed  4  lafts  in  a«night  j 
bat  when  this  fource  of  wealth  was  at  the  door,  the  (pariflii* 
cmeri  could  find  no  fnpply,  and  fome  were  neceflitated  to  com* 
mit  the  herrings  to  their  original  bed.— The  (arms  which  are 
bafes  to  high  mountains,  as  in  Kintail,  fuflfer  great  lofles  from 
what  is  called  Scriddan^  or  ^*  mountain  torrent.'*  After  hea* 
rj  rains,  the  fummit  of  the  hills  are  fo  impregnated,  that  the 
tnountains  may  be  faid  to  be  in  labour,  tilt  an  aperture  is  made 
by  chance  fomewherc  on  their  (ides  ;*  the  explofion  which  then 
fttcceeds  is  loud  and  alarming.  Gravel  and  mafly  ftones  roll 
togedier,  and  defolate  the  fields  beneath.  The  farm  of  Auch- 
vim,  in  Glenelchaig,  once  a  populous  town,  was,  in  1745, 
rendered  uninhabitable,  and  is  fince  converted  to  a  grazing,  by 
an  awful  Sertddan.  The  traces  of  thefe  eruptions  have,  to  the 
eye  of  a  traveller,  all  the  appearance  of  a  military  road,  in  the 
face  of  the  fteep  afcent  of  the  mountain. 

A  juftice  of  the  peace  would  be  an  ufeful  member  of  fociety 
Vol.  VI.  I  i  in 
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in  Kintail :  this  defe£l,  however,  is  nearly  remedied  by  a  bsM 

ron  baillie,  who  vifits  the  place  quarterly  to  fettle  all  difieren* 
ces.  Very  great  difcouragements  are  given  to  law-fuits  of  e* 
very  defcription  :  the  baillte  in  general  is  the  fole  arbiter.  Tho 
recovery  of  fmall  debts,  encroachments  on  marihes,  and  trei^ 
pafling  the  laws  of  penfolding,  are  the  ufoal  fubje£ls  of  diC- 
cuflion. 

Schools^  Eccleftajlical  State,  and  Poor. — There  is  a  parochial 
fchool  at  Croe-Hde,  with  a  falary  of  200  merks ;  and  anodier 
fchool  at  Glenelchaigy  fupported  by  fubfcription  from  the  te- 
nants, many  of  whom  are  Roman  Catholics. 

The  heritors  of  the  pariih  are  only  two,  Francis  Humber- 
ftone  M'Kenzie  of  Seaforth,  and  Alexander  Chiiholm  of  Chif- 
holm  ;  neither  of  whom  refidc.  The  king  is  patron.  The  rent 
is  L.  800  fterling.  The  ftipend  amounts  to  L.  55  : 1 1  :  i-f 
fterling ;  with  L.  3  : 6 : 8  for  communion  elements,  befides  a 
glebe.  There  has  been  no  augmentation  of  ftipend  within  the 
prefent  century.— —A  catecbift  was  eftabliflied  at  Glenelchaig, 
with  a  falary  of  L.  1 5,  which  is  now  reduced  to  L«  5*  The 
prieft  lives  in  the  town  of  Dornie,  where  he  has  buik  a  dweU 

ling;  but  he  has  no  meeting«houfe. The  church  is  called 

Kiel  Duich.  There  are  no  traditional  accounts  of  the  original 
building.  In  1 7 19,  it  was  burnt  by  the  fame  (hip  of  war 
which  demoliflied  the  caftle  of  Donan ;  but  it  is  at  prefent  ia 
excellent  repair.  All  the  people  from  the  pariih  of  Glenfheal 
bury  in  this  church  yard ;  though  it  is  evident,  from  the  names 
of  feveral  towns  in  that  parifii,  they  had  once  burial  places  ap 
mongthem. 

The  poor's  roll  contains  15  perfons:  and  fuch  of  thefe  as 
are  difabled  by  age  or  ficknefs  are  fupported  by  the  inhabitants, 
who  fend  them  fupplies  by  the  hands  of  fome  of  their  friends. 
The  Sunday  coliedlions  muft  be  very  inconfiderable,  as  only 

onc*thIrd 
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•se^third  of  the  parifliioners  can  meet  at  the  ufual  places  of 
worfliipt  which  are  three,  Kiel  duichj  Glenelchaig,  and  Dor- 
nie.  From  ift  June  to  12th  Auguft,  the  people  follow  their 
flocks  to  hill  grazings.    The  annual  diftribution  to  the  poor, 

therefore,  does  not  exceed  50s.  or  6o6. There  is  no  other 

public  fund  in  the  parifh  except  50,000  merks  Scotch,  morti- 
fied by  the  late  Mr  Alexander  M^Rae,  of  Dornie  \  and  left 
under  the  management  of  the  King's  College  of  Aber- 
deen, for  educating  the  children  of  the  neareft  defcendants 
from  Alexander  M^Rae,  fon  of  Mr  Farquhar  M^Rae,  the  firft 
Proteftant  minifter  in  the  pariih  of  Kintail  (  of  whom  is  de« 
fcended  the  prefent  Mr  M*Rae  of  Imierinate,  the  only  gentle* 
man  refiding  within  the  parifli. 

Population  Table. 

Number  of  fouls  in  1755  693  Maid-fenrants        •            63 

*  ■        in  1792  840  Married  perfons        -       135 

Proteftants        -        -      ^54  Children  under  6  years     140 

Roman  Catholics  *           186  Widows        -          -          26 

Males        •        •      .      395  Marriages  in  a  twelvemonth  13 

Females         •          -        445  Births       do.      *        «       54 

Men-fcnrants     -      •        26  Burials     do,            -          32 

I  i  2  M'lfcellancous 

•  Reafens  for  the  grvwth  tf  Popery,  ift,  The  Prcft>ytcry  of  LochcaiTon  ia 
1 778  entered  into  a  refolution,  and  pafled  an  a£t  obliging  every  member  thereof 
to  keep  regular  regiflers  of  baptifm.  And  that,  inflead  of  the  ufual  due,  one 
IhUling  fliould  In  future  be  exa^ed,  to  enable  the  fchooimaften  to  keep  up 

and  preferve   the  regifters. Many  of  the  moil  ignorant   in  Olenclchaig 

hearing  of  the  new  a^,  confidercd  it  as  a  heavy  grievance ;  and,  to  avoid  its 
confequence,  applied  to  Roman  Catholic  prieAs  for  baptifm,  and  in  the  hea^ 
of  paflion  dragged  whole  families  after  them.— ^>ad,  Popery  has  increafed 
by  intermarriages.  When  a  Proteftant  man  marries  a  Roman  Catholic  wo- 
flun  he  has  very  little  domcftic  peace  or  happinefs  till  he  profefles  that  re» 
Ixfoxx^  in  which,  he  is  often  told  by  the  wife,  falvation  can  only  be  cs^eAed^ 

This 
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MyitlUmma  i^MMiri/.— The  imporu  are  med,  vkHkf  ,  li- 
nen, tanned  kathert  fir-planks,  and  flielly  fand  for  mantKC* 
The  exports  are,  black-cattle,  borfes,  fars,  kelp^  talknr,  bii^ 
ter,  and  cheefe— «^There  are  20  tons  of  kelp  aiatta&fhifedl 
flEf ery  fecood  year  \  ezdufiTe  of  the  privilege  given  to  the  te* 
lunts,  to  ufe  fuch  quantities  of  fea«veed  as  are  fufficient  tobj 
down  their  barley  and  potatoes. 

The  dearth  and  fcarcity  of  1 783,  was  not  perceptible  by  the 
inhabitants.  Since  1740,  famine  did  not  (hew  its  free  Co 
much  as  in  fammer  179 if  when  440  bolls  of  meal  were  im- 
ported! and  fold  in  the  parifli  at  i8$.  6d.  per  boll.  The  wound, 
however,  was  foon  healed  by  the  uncommon  take  of  herring 
in  Lochduich,  the  enfuing  fcafon. 

Men*fervants  generally  receive  from  30s.  to  408.  The  dai« 
ry  maid  gets  5  merks;  befides  one-half  of  the  (kins  of  all  the 
ealves  that  are  killed  as  a  perquifite*  Many,  however,  depart 
firom  this  mode,  from  conviction  that  the  fpirit  of  it  is  fatal  to 
the  young  ftore* 

The 

This  b  ft  web  wkich  cttchet  mmuf  ft  fiUy  flyw—— .3d,  It  is  to  be  regretted  tbat 
the  people  are  AibjeA  to  low  ftnd  neUocholy  fiu,  which  (ss  is  ooojeOiired] 
antes  from  too  much  hftiy  ftnd  dftsp  weather ;  on  thefe  occafioni  ft  prieft, 
with  whom  the  ftrt  of  esordfm  is  fnppofed  to  be  found,  attends  for  relief  to 
the  diftreiTed.  If  it  happens  that  a  kind  providence  thereafter  removes  the 
.malady,  the  glory  of  the  care  redounds  to  human  frailtyi  and  the  pretended 
miracle  becomes  the  ground  and  oAcnlible  reafon  of  converfion.— Laftly.The 
people  in  the  diftriA  of  Gleoelchaig,  where  Popery  prevails  mod,  are  ex> 
trcmcly  ignorant,  and  eafily  become  the  dupes  of  trafficking  pricAs.— *— la  the 
laft  century,  there  were  no  eftabliflied  fcbools  in  the  place ;  as  yet  few,  if  any 
at  all,  of  the  tenants  in  this  glen,  read  or  under(Und  the  holy  fcriptnies. 
There  are  however  grounds  to  believe,  that  the  Society  for  propagating  ChriA- 
tian  Knowledge  will  foon  appoint  a  fchool,  whereby  the  bleiCag^  of  know* 
ledge  ma)  he  more  liberally  diiTuicd  thioug^  this  xalley^  which  is  in  the  near 
MighboorL^  of  a  Popilh  diilriO. 
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Tbe  cftfctde  of  Glommacli  lies  in  Che  heights  of  OienekIi»%; 
far  from  public  ticw.  The  fall  of  water  is  yery  confiderable  1 
and  rendered  awfiil  by  the  darkncfs  of  the  furrounding  hilU  siod 
woods.  The  light  which  predominates  at  this  place  feklom  ex- 
ceeds twilight  brightneis  *• 

From 

*  IbauUt  ffAmH^u^The  ctftle  of  Donan  vBS  Mlt  ia  the  r^  of 
AkxMdcr  III.  of  $cotkn4,  to  lefift  the  depic^ttoas  of  the  Duics,  It  con- 
manded  a  rery  eztcnfive  profptCt ;  and  is  fitnated  in  the  weAern  extremitf 
of  the  parUh.  It  had  the  fiill  command  of  JLocbdnicK  and  lipchlong,  fo  as 
to  fecare  the  parifli  from  annoyances  by  water.— —Colin  Fitz  Gerald,  from 
whom  is  defcended  the  prefent  fiimily  of  Seaforth,  was  made  conAable  oC 
thb  cafUe,  for  the  Taloor  he  difphyed  at  the  battle  of  Largt  in  1163.  » 
Preriouf  to  SheiiSmuir  this  caAle  was  taken  from  the  King's  tioops  by  ib«« 
tagem,  A  neighbouring  tenant  haring  appUed  to  the  governor  for  {om% 
hands  to  cut  down  his  com,  as  he  iaid  he  underftood  from  the  face  of  the 
ikieSj  and  the  croaking  of  ravens,  that  a  heavy  ftorm  was  Impending,  and 
that  nothing  but  a  fudden  reparation  of  his  crop  from  the  ground  could  lave 
h&  family  from  ftarvation,  the  governor  readily  yielded  to  theie  prelDag  &L 
lidtations.  But  the  ibUiers,  on  their  return,  diTcovered  the  deception  toa 
bte ;  for  the  Kintail  men  by  this  time  were  reaping  the  ipoils,  and  keep* 
lag  poflelltoa  of  the  caftle.— »-At  full  fea,  Donan  is  indofed  by  water,  and 
formed  into  an  ifland ;  but  at  ebb,  is  conne^d  with  the  main  land.  H&is 
caiUe  was  demolKbed  in  the  year  27 19,  after  the  battle  of  Glenlheal,  by  a 
flup  of  war.  Some  of  the  bullets  are  dill  found  In  mofly  ground  at  the  dif« 
tance  of  a  mik  above  it ;  and  are  nfed  by  fome  of  the  oldeft  inhabitaots  as 
we^hts  to  fell  butter  and  cheefe*— It  appears  that  when  the  caftle  was  en- 
tire* it  confifted  of  a  tower  and  rampart ;  the  fragments  of  the  forn^er,  which 
was  built  long  before  the  rampart,  meafure  4  feet  broad.  The  only  entire 
and  remaining  part  is  the  fountain,  which  is  dill  indofed  by  a  wall  of  15 
feet  high  ia  an  o^gonai  figure.  This  draw-well  was  once  drained  at  great 
capenoe,  with  the  proipe^  of  finding  treafure,  which  was  found  to  coniift  on- 
ly of  fome  filver  spoons  and  iiaall  fire  arms :  the  water  is  (UU  fwect  and  of 
good  quality.— **The  roof  of  the  caftle  was  lead.  The  oldeft  inhabiunt  of 
the  pariih  remembers  to  have  feen  the  Kintail  men  under  arm^  dancing  00 
the  leaden  roof,  ]uft  as  they  were  fetting  out  for  the  battle  of  Sheri^muir^ 
wiicxt  thai  xciokiU  band  wu  cutto  pieces. 

Li 
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From  the  beginning  of  Auguft  to  the  end  of  Semptember, 
there  are  30,  and  fometimes  50»  Teflelfl  in  queft  of  herring  in 
Lochduich ;  many  of  thefe  come  from  the  borders  of  England 
to  buy  with  ready  money.  Salmon,  by  rcafon  of  the  long 
duration  of  fnow  on  the  mountains,  and  the  coldnels  of  the 
water,  feldom  appear  in  this  loch  before  the  month  of 
June,  and  continue  there  to  the  middle  of  Auguft.  Ling, 
Ikate,  cuddies,  lythe,  and  mackrel,  are  alfo  found  in  Loch- 
duich ;  though  not  in  fuch  abundance  as  in  the  ncighbouiw 
ing  lakes. 

In  a  rivulet  before  the  manfe,  are  found  garnet  ftones ;  and 
at  Innerinate  lime-ftone  and  aibeftos. 

There  have  been  feveral  bards  in  Kintail }  John  Mac  Rae, 
nUas  Mac  Curchi,  the  laft  of  them,  emigrated  to  America ;  not 
from  neceflity,  for  he  liyed  in  affluence.  In  America,  he  met 
with  feveral  misfortunes  ;  which  occaGoned  his  compofing  a 
talCiOf  woe,  pointing  out  his  own  infatuation  in  learing  his  na- 
tive foil  wantonly.  But  what  chiefly  exalts  his  reputation  as  a 
poet,  was  a  fong  he  made  after  a  great  lofs  of  cattle,  little 
fiiort^of  any  thing  in  Gaelic  compofition. 

NUMBER 

In  17x9,  300  Spaniards  were  poixred  into  this  couiitry,  to  alflift  tliofe  who 
wiflied  for  »  reftoration  of  the  Stewart  race.-*They  kept  their  magazine  of 
powder  and  ball  behind  the  manic ;  but,  after  the  battle  of  Gleniheal,  they 
fet  fire  to  it  immediately,  left  it  (hould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  King's 
troops.  Thefe  balls  are  ftili  gathered  up  by  fportfinen ;  and  are  found  in 
great  abundance  upon  the  glebe. 

Dataum  Viarmad,  or  Fort  of  Diarmod  is  before  the  manfe.  It  is  of  a  circuUr 
figure,  00  feet  high  and  of  the  iame  breadth.  There  is  no  other  fyc^  on  the 
iame  plain  which  commands  fo  great  a  profpe^  There  is  a  well  00  the  out* 
and  the  bcft  harbour  for  (hipping  in  aU  Lochdulch>  Diarmod's  tomb  is 

on  the  N.  £.  of  the  fort.  The  rough  ftones  of  which  it  is  compofcd  are  regn-« 
larly  placed  by  the  hand  of  art,  and  meafure  25  feet  by  3.  The  CampbefU 
who  refort  to  the  place,  often  vifit  and  meafure  the  tomb  ftf  that  Fingaliaix 
hero* 
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NUMBER     X^ 
PARISH    OF   NORTH   KNAPDALE. 

(p&SSBTTfillY    OF    INVERARY,    SYNOD    AND   COUNTY 
OF   A&GYLE.)  ^ 

By  the  Rt%u  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell. 


Nafoe  and  Antifmties* 

KNAP-DALE  fignifles,  in  the  Celtic  languagCi  hill  and 
dale.  Previous  in  the  year  1734)  the  two  Knap-dales^ 
North  and  Souths  formed  only  one  parifliy  called  Killvick 
Ocbarmaig.  This  Mac  Ocharmaig  was  an  Irifli  fainti  who  took 
up  his  refidence  upon  a  fmall  iflandf  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pa- 
xifli:  he  occafionally  made  excurfions  upon  (hore ;  and  found- 
ed different  chapels^  in  the  neighbourhood. — After.the  Scottiik 
kings  got  fome  footing  in  this  territory,  upon  the  defeat  of 
the  Danes  by  Alexander  III.  at  the  battle  of  the  Largs, 
this  parlfli  was  granted  to  the  family  of  Eglinton,  and  that 
family  probably  gave  its  teinds  and  patronage  to  the  abbey  of 
Ealwinning  in  Ayrflure ;  at  the  Reformation,  this  abbey  en- 
joyed aU  thcfe  rights*— -^-In  former  ages,  the  whole  of  this 
weft  coaft  of  Argylefliire  was  perpetually  expofed  to  the  de« 
(cents  and  depredations  of  ftrangers.  The  Irifh,  from  the 
ibutby  and  the  Danes  from  the  nortbi  formed  many  imall  co- 
lonies. 
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Ionics,  at  a  conrenient  diftance  from  the  fea  $  but  tbc  original 

inhabitants  never  allowed  them  to  penetrate  further. ^There 

swe  many  monuments,  of  tke  remottft  anuquity,  which  not 
only  prove  the  martial  fpint  of  our  anceftors,  but  alfo»  that 
they  conduced  operations  with  a  method  fcarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected in  thefe  rude  ages.  For  a  tra£l  of  150  miles,  watch 
towers  were  erefted  in  fight  of  each  other.  If  an  enemy  land- 
ed) or  if  he  was  ften  hovering  in  fight,  bi  the  courle  of  two 
hours,  the  whole  country  was  alarmed ;  and  the  inhabitants 
repaired  to  the  (hore,  completely  armed*  The  fignal  was  to 
kindle  a  fire  in  each  of  thefe  towers ;  and,  as  quick  as  lighten- 
ing, all  were  illuminated,  and  aH  the  country  in  motion. 
When  any  chief  or  hero  diftinguiOied  himfelf  m  battle  and  fell, 
a  monument  was  ere^ed  to  his  memory.  This  monument 
confided  of  a  ftone  fet  up  perpendicularly  upon  the  fpot  i 
and  the  length  of  it  determined  the  eftimation  in  which  the 
hero  was  held  by  his  coi»trymeii.«-i— The  heroes,  celebrated 
byOffian,wefe  amilitiaeftablUhodin  Argyk1h]te,for  thepurpofe 
•f  defitnding  the  cotatry  upon  any  fuddoi  emergency*  They 
rifo  were  the  dernier  reibrt  in  battle,  becaule  they  were  the 
hdk  men  that  could  be  picked  firom  the  whole  cEftriA.  Their 
fiune  was  io  great,  that  the  irifli  were  oUigod  to  have  recourfe 
ftefisently  to  dieit  afiftaace,  to  defend  them  fracn  die  north- 
ern nations.*-— -When  we  behold  fach  evident  marks  of  ge- 
aiua  among  a  rode  people,  we  naturally  regret  that  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  delineate  tlie  civil  polity  by  which  thefe  times 
were  legulated. 

Prvgrrfs  ^  C«va£s«l»M.-^IttlofopherB,  and  men  of  fpecnfaK 
tive  geniiu,  often  amuie  themfelvcs  with  melancholy  deferipi- 
tions  ef  what  tliey  fuppofe  mull  have  happened  in  thefe  bar- 
barons  ages,  without  the  leaft  allowance  for  the  kapptnefs  and 
independaace  which  in  ibaie  degree  is  peceUar  to  this  ftate. 
a  Of 
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Of  dtA^  the  chieftain  was  not  fo  much  confidered  the  matter  as 
the  father  of  his  numerous  clan.  Every  individual  of  thefe 
followers  loved  him  with  a  degree  of  enthufiafm,  which  made 
them  chcarfnlljr  undergo  any  fatigue  or  danger.  Upon  the  o- 
ther  handy  it  was  his  intereft,  it  was  his  pride,  and  his  chief 
glory,  to  requite  fuch  animated  fricndfliip  to  die  utmoft  of  his 
power.  The  rent  paid  him  was  chiefly  confumed  in  feafts 
given  at  the  habitations  of  his  tenants.  What  he  was  to  fpend^ 
^nd  the  time  of  his  refidence  at  each  village,  was  known,  and 
provided  for  accordingly.  The  men  who  provided  thefe  enter- 
tainments partook  of  them  ;  they  all  lived  friends  together ;  and 
the  departures  of  the  chief  and  his  retinue  never  failed  to  oc« 

cafion  regret. In  more  poliftied  times,  the  cattle  and  com 

confumed,  at  thefe  feafts  of  hofpitality,  were  ordered  up  to 
the  landlord's  habitation  :  what  was  friendfhip  at  the  firft  be- 
came very  oppreffive  in  modern  times.  Till  very  lately,  in  this 
neighbourhood,  Campbell  of  Auchinbreck  had  a  right  to  car- 
ry ofFthebeft  cow  he  could  find  upon  feveral  properties,  at  each 
Martinmas,  by  way  of  mart.  The  ifland  of  Iflay  paid  500 
fuch  cows  yearly,  and  fo  did  Kintyre,  to  the  M'Donalds :  the 
Crown  now  has  converted  thefe  cows  at  aos,  a  head,  and  tak- 
en away  this  badge  of  flavery. 

The  inconveniences,  attending  this  (late,  arofe  from  the  pet- 
ty quarrels  between  neighbouring  clans :  thefe  took  their  rife 
from  a  fpirit  of  plunder  and  depredation,  and  from  points  of 
fantaftical  honour  \  and  they  feldom  endured  long  at  a  time  ; 
the  weakcft  party  giving  way,  and  keeping  quiet  until  times 
and  circumdances  made  him  a  match  for  his  antagonift.  It  is 
remarkable,  that^oconfiderable  family  was  ever  annihilated 
by  thefe  inteftine  broils  \  a  proof,  that  they  were  not  fo  de* 
ftrudive  as,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  we  are  apt  to  believe. 

At  the  period  now  under  review,  the  Scottiih  kings  had  no 
Authority  whatever  iu  this  part  of  the  country  \   on  the  con- 

VoL.  VI.  K  k  trary, 
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traryi  the  McDonalds  of  the  Ifles  aflumed  regal  powers^  mi. 
aAually  held  parliaments^  or  meetings  of  a  fimilar  natttre^ 
where  they  cnafted  laws.— The  difpute  between  Baliol  and 
Bruce  changed  this  fcene.  The  Bruces  travelled  through  At- 
gyleihire  in  the  courfe  of  their  peregrinations.  After  thcf 
were  eftablifhed  upon  the  throne,  this  part  of  their  domini* 
ons  became  an  obje£l.  .They  brought  the  McDonalds  and  o- 
ther  clans  to  fome  kind  of  fubordination.  At  laft,  they  built 
fortreiTes  \  and  gave  the  command  of  them  to  military  captains. 
From  this  time,  in  their  different  wars  with  the  EngUfli,  they 
had  recourfe  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Highlanders.  It  became 
neceflary  for  the  chieftains  to  lead  their  followers  to  the  low 
country ;  and  of  courfe  to  contract  debts. 

From  this  xra,  the  condition  of  the  middling  ranks  became 
worfe  \  for  the  chiefs  found  it  neceflary  to  lay  on  an  addition 
to  their  yearly  revenue,  in  order  to  defray  the  expence  incurred 
in  attending  the  fovereign.  This  innovation,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  flackened  the  ancient  friendihip  $  and,  in  order  to  en* 
force  obedience,  it  was  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  penal  laws. 
The  king  accordingly 'gratified  his  feudal  barons  in  this  refpeQ; 
indeed  he  could  not  zGl  otherwife,  for  thefe  barons  were  al* 
ways  formidable  to  his  throne. 

The  firft  dawn  of  kingly  government  produced  gibbets  upon 
almoft  every  feudal  cftate.  Without  trial  or  jury,  the  proprie* 
tor  hanged  without  mercy  or  rcmorfe.«—The  evil  became  at 
lad  fo  flagrant,  that  a  jury  and  bailliff'  or  (heriS*  was  intro- 
duced: but  it  did  not  cure  the  mifchief ;  for  this  law-officer 
was  frequently  gratified  for  the  blood  he  fpared  \  and,  if  a  cul- 
prit was  poor,  he  was  thought  a  very  proper  fubjeft  for  the 
gallows. — In  (hort,  this  defpotic  fyflem  was  not  efieAually  re- 
formed until  the  year  1 748,  when  thefe  abominable  jurifdic- 

tions  were  totally  aboliflied. The  effcft  of  this  reformation 

was  uftoniflung.  No  fooner  were  men  emancipated  from  their 

fetters 
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fetters  than  they  began  to  improve  their  properties.  Within 
thefe  30  years,  the  face  and  condition  of  this  country  has  un- 
dergone the  happieft  change,  as  appears  by  a  variety  of  ufeful 
improvements. 

Extent^  SoU,  Climate,  l^e* — ^The  extent  of  this  parifli  is  a- 
bout  12  miles  in  length,  and  3  in  breadth.  An  arm  of  the  fea 
interfe&s  it  nearly  into  two  equal  parts.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
weft  by  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The  foil,  for  pafture  and  tillage 
is  excellent  J  and  of  arable  ground  there  is  a  very  great  proporti- 
on. The  climate  is  rainy,  as  is  the  cafe  all  along  the  wefl: 
coaft  \  but  the  rain  is  very  favourable  for  the  padures. — The 
inhabitants  are  healthy ;  but,  owing  to  their  (lile  of  living,  they 
are  fometimes  vifited  with  putrid  fevers,  which  are  often  fatal, 
for  want  of  ability  to  procure  medical  afliilance.  In  fummer, 
they  live  much  upon  fifii  and  milk;  and,  it  is  fuppofed,  that 
this  mixture  contaminates  the  blood.*— »-The  pra£^ice  of  ino- 
culation has  been  a  fortunate  difcovery.  In  this  diftrid,  great 
numbers  of  children  ufed  to  die  of  the  fmall-pox,  when  it 
made  its  attack  by  contagion. 

Among  the  hills  of  this  pariih  there  are  many  fmall  lakes 
abounding  in  the  fineft  trout.  Salmon  is  got  in  many  places 
along  the  coaft  \  and  the  herring  pay  an  annual  vifit  to  many 
arms  of  the  fea,  though  not  in  great  numbers. 

The  hill  called  Cruach-Lufla  is  the  higheft  in  the  parifh; 
From  the  top  of  this  eminence  a  flranger,  fond  of  the  fub« 
lime,  might  entertain  his  imagination  with  one  of  the  grandeft 
obje£ls  in  North  Britain.  From  it  may  be  feen,  towards 
the  weft,  as  much  of  the  Atlantic  as  the  eye  can  command, 
diveriified  with  a  confiderable  number  of  the  Hebrides,  May, 
Jura,  Scarba,  Mull,  Seil,  and  many  fmaller  iflands,  fer- 
tile  in  con)»  and  abounding    in  the  fioeft   pafture.    The 

K  k  a  north 
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north  of  Ireland,  in  a  clear  day,  m^y  be  alfo  dilliMguiilied,  an4 
efpecially  the  ifland  of  R  athlin. 

Between  the  iflands  and  the  main  land,  the  tide  runs  with 
a  Telocity  incredible  to  a  (Iranger.  Between  Jura  and  Scarba, 
the  fpace  is  al30ut  one  mile  over,  in  this  narrow  ftrait.  Three 
currents,  formed  by  thciflandsand  ma]fiIand,meetafourth«  which 
fets  in  from  the  ocean-,  the  conflux  is  dreadful,  and  fpurns  allde- 
fcription:  even  the  genius  of  Milton  could  not  paint  the  horror  of 
the  fcene.  Atthedidancc  of  I2ratles,  a  mod  dreadful  nolfe,  as  if 
all  the  infernal  powers  had  been  let  loofe,  is  heard.  By  the  coa- 
flidiofthefc  inanimate  heroes,  who  will  not  yield,  though  fighting 
twice  a-day  fince  the  foundation  of  the  world,  an  eddy  is  form- 
ed, which  would  fwallow  up  the  largefl  fliip  oftheline  :  but  at 
full  tide  thcfe  combatants  take  a  little  rcA ;  and,  when  they 
are  afleep,  the  fmallefl  bark  may  pats  with  impunitjF*  This 
gulf  is  called  Cory-vreckan. 

From  this  fcene,  turning  to  the  N.  one  beholds  the  hill  of 
Cruachan,  the  higheft  in  Argylcfliire,  and  anong  die  higbcft 
in  Scotland.  This  mountain  looks  like  the  (oTereign  of  all  the 
reft*  £yen  in  the  month  of  June,  he  does  not  put  off  his 
(howy  night-cap*  The  other  hills,  to  tlie  number  of  fevcral 
hundreds,  in  comparifon  look  like  mole-hills.  Upon  the  face 
of  this  landfcape^  a  great  many  takes  fpangle  to  the  fun  beams, 
and  form  a  profpc£l  truly  romantic.  The  largeft  is  Lochow, 
about  20  miles  in  length,  and  3  in  breadth.  This  lake  abounds 
with  plenty  of  the  fineft  falmon ;  and  what  is  uncommon,  the 
feal  comes  up  from  the  ocean,  through  a  very  rapid  rirer,  in 
queft  of  this  fiih ;  and  retires  to  the  fea  at  the  approach  of 
winter. 

Natural  ProduQlons^  Cattle^  and  S&^r/.—- »Tbe  diftriA  of 
this  county,  properly  called  Argyle,  efpecially  that  part  fituated 
near  the  coaft,  is  more  fertile  in  grain  than  Grangers  are  apt  to 

imagine  \ 
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imagine ;  and  the  paftores  prodiKe  the  bed  cattle  that  appear  ia 
the  Enghih  markets  from  the  HigUbnds.  The  mode  of  nub- 
nagement  is  extremely  faulty.  That  part  of  the  lami,  which 
is  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers,  i$  ploughed  up  every  year: 
it  is  out  of  hearty  and  produces  .no  adequate  returns.  The 
landy  though  of  excellent  foil,  is  poor ;  of  courfe  the  tenant 
is  poor  alib.  The  pafture  grounds  are  always  overftocked  with 
cattle.  No  argument  or  intreaty  will  induce  the  tenants  to  re* 
iilri£l  the  pafiure  to  the  numbers  which  would  thrive  propedy. 
At  the  mod  moderate  calculatioui  one-third  of  the  cattle  ihould 
be  reduced.-— In  the  next  placcj  no  attention  is  paid  to  the 
kind  of  bulls ;  provided  there  be  a  bull|  the  kind  is  little  ijoiod* 
ed.  This  is  a  capital  error ;  for  the  mod  luxuriant  pafture  will 
Bot  produce  good  cattle  without  attending  to  the  breeds  It  is 
not  hereby  meant  that  a  ftrange  breed  ihould  be  inlroduf  cd  | 
tliis  would  by  no  means  anfwer  as  to  any  fpecies  of  cattle 
whatever:  the  idea  is^  to  take  the  belt  that  can  be  fouAdia 
the  ciMiutry  *• 

The  principal  caufe  of  bad  mans^mcnt^  as  to  farming,  feemt 
to  be  the  following :— the  generality  of  farms  are  poficffed  by ' 

4 

^  Mnch  tn^odry  and  cxpence  has  been  incurred  in  introducing  a  breed 
of  larger  (beep  to  thii  part  of  the  coantry.  There  cannot  be  a  more  capital 
miAake ;  the  natives  of  the  Ibil,  of  whatever  fpeciec,  anfurcr  beft.f««<Tktt 
tme  h^land  flieep,  if  the  experiment  was  fairly  tried,  would  produce ^aor 
wool,  and  more  delicate  fle(h  ;  the  native  wool  now  fells  at>s.  a  done  more 
than  the  Galloway  wool,  but  it  is  contended,  that  the  country  breed  does 
not  arrive  at  fuch;a  fize,  or  to  fuch  a  weight  of  flefli.  The  faA  is  admitted  ; 
bat  let  one  pafture  native  fliccp  in  place  of  the  foreign  breed,  and  babnce  the 
acconit  of  profit  and  loTs,  as  foHows  :  Native  (beep  are  not  ib  liable  to  boixf 
and  other  maladies  as  the  foreign ;  the  wool  is  of  fuperior  qmlity  ;  the  aeCb, 
is  of  fuperior  delicacy;  and  upon  the  frme  pafture  that  8  foreign  (heep  re-> 
<|aire,  19  of  the  native  breed  may  be  fed  :  the  ailment  here  is  unanfwera- 
Me.  Be  fides  no  experiment  has  yet  been  tried  to  what  f^e  the  na-« 

tive  iheep  could  be  brought. 
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4  tenants :  all  of  them  fiiould  be  rtftri£ied  to  a  occupiers. 
The  Tcafon  is,  that  4  tenanu,  with  their  families,  are  too 
great  an  expence  upon  the  land,  which  is  not  able  to  fupport 
them  properly,  and  pay  the  rent.  Reduce  the  tenement  to  2 
families,  and  both  have  a  comfortable  fubfiftence ;  they  have 
a  greater  intcreft  in  the  obje£k ;  the  little  contentions  whidi  al- 
ways diftraA  4  are  reduced  to  2,  and  therefore  agreater  unani- 
mitf  fubfifts :  the  4  alfo,  by  having  too  much  time  upon  their 
hands,  are  perpetually  turning  up  the  ground  not  in  heart,  and 
that  ought  to  lie  fallow;  their  labour  in  fa£b  is  not  worth  3d. 
per  day;  whereas,  at  real  day  labour  under  a  matter,  they 
might  earn  is. 

StiUi  of  the  Peepkj  ProduBlons^  &V.— — The  population  of 
this  country  cannot  properly  be  faid  to  be  upon  the  decline, 
except  as  to  one  particular,  and  that  is,  the  monopoly  of  a 
number  of  grafs  farms  in  the  hands  of  fingle  individuals.  The 
high  price  of  cattle,  for  fome  years  back,  is  the  caufe  of  this 
check  upon  population.  There  are  fingle  men  who  occupy 
fome  8  and  fome  10  tenements,  upon  each  of  which  there  is 
only  one  herd*  This  misfortune  would  not  be  fo  very  much 
to  be  lamented  if  thefe  monopolizers  had  actually  enriched 
their  country  in  the  fame  proportion  that  they  have  been  the 
means  of  reducing  the  number  of  iu  inhabitants.  If  the  men 
muft  take  their  departure,  the  leaft  apology  Ihould  be,  that  a 
greater  number  of  cattle  are  raifed :  this  is  by  no  means  the 
cafe  ;  for,  if  1  or  2  tenements  out  of  8  or  xo  are  excepted,  thefe 
ingroflers  of  land  breed  no  cattle :  their  chief  employment  is 
to  purchafe  cattle,  and  to  prepare  them  for  the  Scotch  and 
Englifli  markets. 

There  are  very  few  real  good  cattle  bted  in  the  country,  tho" 
fo  very  well  calculated  for  the  purpofc.  The  proprietors  of 
land>  fucli  as  reCde  upon  the  fpot,  for  th^  accommodation  of 

their 
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their  families,  keep  a  few  good  milch  cows  near  them ;  and  a 
very  few  fubftantial  tackfmen  raife  all  the  good  cows  which  are 
now  fenc  to  market.  The  great  proportion  of  cattle  that  ap« 
pear  in  market  are  ftinted  in  growth,  by  the  bad  management 
of  the  farmer*  Thefe  fcraggy  impoverifhed  beads  are  picked 
up  by  the  monopolizers  already  mentioned  \  they  are  turned 
for  a  feafon  upon  the  defolate  land  -,  and,  in  procefs  of  time, 
become  fomewhat  better ;  when  they  are  turned  off  to  make 
way  for  a  new  fleece.  Cattle,  properly  paftured,  bring  at  an 
average  L.5  a  head  at  market ;  but  thefe  impoverifhed  and 
ftinted  cows  never  exceed  the  price  of  L.  3 :  10.— —Were  the 
monopolizers  reftricled  to  one,  or  two  farms  at  noil,  it  would 
in  a  great  meafure  cure  this  evil,  and  would,  at  any  rate, 
be  the  caufe  of  rearing  better  cattle,  and  in  greater  numbers. 

The  people  employed  in  cultivating  the  ground  are  general- 
ly in  mdigent  circumflances  \  but  farmers  and  day-bbourers  ne- 
ver enjoyed  better  times.  The  moft  of  the  young  men  go  to  the 
bufs-fifhing  for  one  half  of  the  year,  and  return  with  good  wa* 
ges:  fuch  as  ftay  at  home  at  day-labour  receive  between  is. 
and  I4d.  per  day. 

The  produce  of  the  parifh  confifts  of  oats,  bear,  and  pota- 
toes, black-cattle,  fheep,  and  horfes*  The  rent  is  above  L.3000 
fterling.  In  the  year  1765,  it  did  not  amount  to  much  more 
than  one-half  of  this  fum. 

The  number  of  tenements  are  61 }— of  black*cattle  iao«  ;— 
of  flieep  1400; — and  of  horfes  200.  The  quantity  of  grain 
raifed  annually  is  confiderable.-— — The  heritors  are  ll  in 
number* 

Stipend^  Poor,  and  Populathn.^^Tht  tiends  of  the  pariih  a* 

mount  to  262  bolls  of  viflual,  and  L.  18  flcrling  of  money: 

out  of  which  the  incumbent  receives  72  bolls  of  viAual, 

2  L*32 


064  Statijiical  Account 

L.  %t  fterling  of  money,  and  L.  3  : 6 : 8  for  communion  de- 
ments \  a  ftipend  by  far  too  fmall  for  the  prcfcnt  times. 

There  are  few  poor,  though  a  number  of  mendicants  tntrel 
•bout  \  mod  of  whom  might  very  well  earn  a  fubfiftence. 
The  fund5  ditlributed  arife  from  voluntary  colle£tions. 

The  number  of  examinable  perfons  is  754,  of  various  ages 
^55  ;*-in  all  1009.  The  return  to  the  Dr.  Webftcr,  in  1755, 
was  1 369  fouls.  The  annual  average  of  births  is  70,  and  of 
marriages  14. 

Mifcellancous  Refnaris.-^Hht  Highlanders  are  naturally  of 
a  quick  and  clear  underftanding,  with  lively  paffions  \  refem* 
biing  the  ancient  Cauls  more  than  their  neighbours  of  the  low 
country ;  being  averfc  to  a  fcdentary  life,  but  fond  of  thofc 
fcenes  where  honour  can  be  acquired  by  perfonal  activity  and 
courage,  and  rcgardlefs  of  toil  and  of  danger.  Though  fond 
of  money,  they  are  avcrfe  to  thofe  habits  of  cool  and  flow  ap- 
plication by  which  it  is  raoft  fuccefsfully  acquired.  By  diis 
part  of  their  character  they  become,  upon  critical  occafions, 
moft  ufeful  for  the  defence  of  the  ftate. — The  late  Sir  Archi- 
bald Campbell  was  an  heritor  of  this  parifh.  The  rife  of  this 
diftiaguiihcd  man  may  be  fairly  imputed  to  his  intrinfic  worth 

and  fuperior  abilities. To  the  morals  of  the  lower  ranks 

much  praifc  cannot  be  given.  This  defcft  may  be,  in  a  great 
meafure,  imputed  to  the  want  of  education.  A  parochial  fchool 
cannot  extend  its  benefit  to  any  confidcrable  proportion  of  an 
extenfivc  parifh.  Even  parochial  fchools  are  but  poorly  en- 
dowed :  the  pra£iice  of  private  teaching  in  families  has  render- 
ed the  better  fort  too  indifferent  as  to  this  public  objeft.  The 
public,  at  large,  do  not  encourage  fchoolmallers  according  to 
their  utility  and  importance  in  fociety.  There  cannot  be  a  more 
fundamental  miftake.  Much  of  die  peace  and  profperity  of 
the  community  being  clofely  connected  with  the  good  princi- 
ples 
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pies  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people.  PuniflimentSi  in  place  of 
corre£lihgi  will  only  exafperate  untutored  minds  in  ordinary 
cafes.  Upon  any  dangerous  convulfion,  or  public  commotion, 
thefe  minds  are  eafily  mifled  by  men  of  factious  fpirits ;  the 
coafequence  of  which  is  often  anarchy  and  confuGon,  and  the 
total  fubverGon  of  peace  and  good  order.  Such  eyil  con- 
fequences  can  never  be  prevented  without  knowledge  and  edu- 
cation ;  and  for  this  reafon  men,  in  power  and  authority^  (hould 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  fubjed. 
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NUMBER     XXXr- 

UNITED  PARISHES  OF  KILCHRENAN 
AND   DALAVICH. 

(presbytery  of  lorn,  8YNO0  AND  COUNTY  OF 
ARCYLE.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Campbell. 


Namff  Extent,  Surface^  ^c. 

KILCHRENAN  fignifics,  in  the  Celtic,  the  burying  place 
ofChrenan,  the  tutelar  faint  of  the  parifh.  Dalavich  is 
fo  called  from  its  contiguity  to  the  water  of  Avich  i  upon 
which  it  has  a  meal  and  waulk  mill. 

The  figure  of  the  parifh  is  nearly  an  oblong  fquare,  cut  in- 
tb  two  in  the  direflion  of  its  length  by  Lochow.  The  land 
rifes,  by  a  gradual  afcent  on  the  E.  fide*  4  miles  to  the  fummit 
of  a  range  of  hills,  called  the  Muir  of  Leckan ;  and  on  the  W. 
fide  by  a  fimilar  afcent,  4  miles  to  the  fummit  of  another  range, 
called  the  Mid-Muir.  The  muir  of  Leckan  is  24  computed 
miles  in  length,  and  lies  in  the  divifion  of  Argyle.  The  Mid- 
Muir,  alfo  24  miles  long,  lies  in  the  divifion  of  Lorn. — The 
length  of  the  pariOi  is  I2  miles,  and  the  medium  breadth  8. 
—As  this  is  the  only  parifli  in  Argyleihire  which  has  no  fea- 
coafty  the  odious  and  unprodu£tive  tax  on  coals^  with  the  ex- 
I  peofive 
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penfire  land  carriage,  makes  this  neceflkry  article  extremeljf 
clear,  particularly  in  thofe  rainy  feafons  in  which  peats  cannot 
be  faved* 

As  there  has  been  no  a£lual  funrey  of  this  parifh,  the  number 
of  acres  can  only  be  computed  by  the  length  and  breadth.  The 
length,  12  miles,  multiplied  by  8,  the  breadth,  is  equal  to  96 
fquare  miles,  or  61440  Scotch  acres. -—The  furf ace  is  much 
diverfified  with  heights  and  hollows,  interfefled  by  numerous 
ftreams  defcending  from  the  hills.  Heath  is  the  prevailing  ap- 
pearance, excepting  where  the  land  has  been  in  tillage.  Near 
the  fliore  of  the  lake,  there  is  good  natural  pafture,  much  va- 
luable wood,  and  fome  improveable  mofs. 

LoheSf  IJlands^  and  Co^/p/.— Lochow,  with  its  numerous 
creeks  .and  iflands  covered  with  wood  to  the  water  edge,  with 
many  copious  ftreams  defcending  from  the  hills,  forming 
numberlefs  beautiful  cafcades,  prcfents  to  the  view  oHjcfts 
well  worth  attention.  Twelve  of  thefe  iflands  belong  to  this 
parifh.— -Surrounded  by  a  clufter  of  other  iflands,  lies  the 
beautiful  one  of  Inifti-chonnel,  with  its  caftle.  This  caftle,  a 
tnajeftic  ruin  of  great  antiquity,  now  covered  over  with  ivy, 
Mras  for  fcveral  centuries  the  chief  refidcnce  of  the  family  of 
Argyle ;  and  appears,  from  the  nature,  ftrength,  and  fize  of 
the  building,  to  have  been  occupied  by  a  powerful  chieftain, 
whofc  fway  and  extent  of  territory  we  learn,  from  record  and 

tradition,  to  have  been  immenfe. Near  Inifti-Chonncl  lies 

Inifli-Eraith,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Smith  of  Campbeltown,  in 
his  authenticity  of  Oflian's  poems,  as  the  place  to  which  the 
traitor  Erath  beguiled  Duara,  as  recounted  in  one  of  the  fongs 
of  Selma.  In  this  ifle  are  burying  grounds,  and  the  ruins  of  a 
chapel.  Near  this,  is  Elain  Vi  tagart,  or  "  Pricft's  ifle,"  with 
fome  traces  the  prieft's  houfe  ftill  difcernible.  Lochow  abounds 
with  trout  and  falmon.— Lochavich,  antiently  called  Loch- 
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luina,  is  a  beautiful  iheet  of  water,  of  a  regular  triangular 
foroii  about  8  miles  in.  circiimference,  full  of  trout ;  haTtng 
one  caftle  and  feveral  iflands,  the  refort  of  gulls,  cranes,  wa* 
ter-eagles«  and  wild-ducks.— -*  Near  this  lake  lay  the  fccne  of 
an  antient  Celtic  poem,  tranflated  by  Dr«  Smith,  called  Catb* 
luina^  or  <*  the  confliA  of  Luina  C*  and  in  the  lake  is  an  ifland, 
the  fccne  of  another  poem.  Called  LaoiFraaich,  or  "  the  death 
of  Fraoch."— Many  places  in  this  neighbourl^ood  are  ftill  de- 
nominated from  Oflian's  heroes*  This  lake  difcharges  itfclf 
into  Lochow  by  the  dream  or  water  of  Avich,  buried  in  wood; 
having  fix  fine  falls,  with  large  circular  ponds  at  the  foot  of 
each,  and  pofTcfling  the  peculiarity  of  never  freezing ;  eren 
in  the  year  1 740,  not  a  particle  of  ice  was  obferved  on  it^ 
though  the  lake,  from  whence  it  iflues,  was  entirely  frozen 
over. 

Mode  of  Cuitsvation,^^Thc  out*fieId  lands  are  commonly  in 
6  divifions.  After  a  tathing,  by  allowing  the  cattle  to  lie  up- 
on the  field  at  night,  and  after  milking  at  noon,  two  or  3  crops 
of  oats  are  taken.  The  land  then  lies  ley  for  3  years.  The  re- 
turns are  commonly  from  3  to  4  bolls  gray  oj  mixed  oats,  ptr 
acre.  The  infield  lands  are  in  4  divifions  :  from  one,  potatots 
are  taken,  which  aic  commonly  very  good  ;  from  another  di- 
vifion,  bear,  likewife  good  ;  oats  fucceed  the  bear,  upon  a  third 
divifionof  the  in-ficld  or  winter  town  land, but  are  not  good  j  and 
the  fourth  divifion  is  ley.  The  moft  induftrious,  who  begin  to 
kn<^v  the  ufc  of  lime,  which  they  have  in  plenty,  fow  white  in- 
Head  of  gray  oats  ;  and  have  upon  their  infield  land  pretty  good 
crops.  Would  they  be  perfuaded  to  pay  particular  attention  to 
the  raifing  of  potatoes  ar.d  other  green  crops  from  thfiir  in  fields, 
with  as  much  bear,  hay,  and  oats,  as  they  can  properly  drefi. 
and  manure,  and  allow  their  diftant  out-fields  to  lie  entirely  in 
padure,  they  would  certainly  find  it  their  intereft.    The  ex- 
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pence  of  faifiAg  thofe  crops  often  exceed  their  value.-— Prevail- 
ing  rains  through  great  part  oi  the  year,  with  a  precarious 
feed-time  and  harveft,  render  the  climate  of  this  country  un- 
friendly to  the  growth  of  corn ;  therefore  the  chief  attention 
fliould  be  direfted  to  the  improvement  of  our  grafs  and  cattle. 
—The  inhabitants  are  beginning  to  keep  fewer  cattle,  and  of 
courfe,  better  grafs  than  formerly.  The  gentlemen  are  par- 
ticularly attentive  in  this  refpeA. 

Mr  Campbell  of  Sonachan  inclofes,  drefles,  and  limes  ex- 
tenCvely  for  grafs-feeds.  The  fariA  upon  which  he  refides, 
befides  excellent  pafture,  gives  him  more  hay  than  a  numerous 
(lock  of  black-cattle  and  horfes  can  confume.  Sheep  he  pays 
particular  attention  to ;  and  has  more  than  once  gained  the 
premium  given  to  this  country  for  the  beft  tups. -« Mr  Camp- 
bell of  Kilmartin,  who  has  refidcd  only  for  a  few  years  in  this 
parifl),  has  neatly  inclofed  and  fubdivided  the  farm  he  lives  on 
for  breeding  a  (lock  of  black-cattle  :  few  in  the  county  under- 
ftand  cattle  better,  or  keeps  fo  nice  a  flock  as  he  does. — The 
incumbent  poiTcfles  a  well  inclofed  and  fubdivided  farm.  From 
the  arable  land,  he  takes  a  rotation  of  oats,  green  crops,  bear, 
and  grafs'feeds,  with  lime  or  compoft.  After  one  crop  of 
hay,  he  pafturcs  for  fcveral  years;— ufes Small's  plough,  with 
two  horfes,  without  a  driver ; — keeps  400  breeding  ewes  of 
the  (hort  or  Linton  kind,  which  he  intends  eroding  this  year 
with  Cheviot-hill  tups. 

Woodsylnns^  and  Roads.  ^^^-^Inclodng,  cutting,  barking  or 
peeling,  and  coaling  the  extenfive  woods  in  tliis  parifh,  employ 
many  hands.  The  woods  are  purchafed  by  the  Lorn  and  Ar- 
gyle  furnace  companies.  The  wages  of  the  people  employ- 
ed are,  men  from  is.  to  is.  6d.  women  from  6d.  to  pd.  per 
day. 

There  are  2  inns  in  the  parilh ;  one  of  them  a  very  good 

houfe. 
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houfe,  with  ftsbles  snd  boats  it  the  ferry  of  Portfonachait» 
upon  the  fliorteft  rotd  to  Bunaw  and  Oban.  This  road  runs 
along  the  water  of  Namt  through  the  romantic  forcft  of  Mock- 
aim. — ^The  roads  of  this  diftri£t  are  very  bad,  the  ftatute  Im- 
bour  having  been  fufFcred  to  be  expended  on  lines  of  road 
thought  more  immediately  ncceflary,  out  of  die  parifli,  for  ma- 
ny ycars.^  At  the  fouth  end  of  the  pariOi,  Mr  Campbell  of  KkV^ 
martin  and  Mr  Campbell  of  Inverlivcr,  have  advanced  conG* 
derably  in  carrying  on  the  line  of  road  along  the  weft  fide  of 
Lochow,  as  Mr  Campbell  of  Sonachan  has  done  on  the  eaft 
fide. 

EccIefiaJUcol  State^  Poor,  and  Sehooiu — The  ptcfent  incum- 
bent, William  Campbell,  was  ordained  minifter  in  t744.-~ 
The  Duke  of  Argylc  is  patron  and  fuperior.  The  living  con- 
fifts  of  4  chalders  of  meal,  and  L.  400  Scotch,  befides  L.  60 
Scotch  for  furnifhing  communion  elements.  There  are  nei- 
ther glebe  nor  manfe  *• — There  arc  a  new  churches.in  the  pa- 
riih,  at  7  miles  diilance  from  each  other. 

In  1764,  the  number  upon  the  poor's  lift  was  19 }  and  the 
only  fund  for  their  fupport,  arifing  from  the  ordinary  collec- 
tions at  the  churches,  amounted  to  L.  3  :  18  :  8;^  fterling.  The 
capital  flock  is  now  L.  64  :  11:5.  The  intereft  of  this  fum, 
with  the  ordinary  church  collcdions,  amounted  in  1791  to 
L.  15  :  14  :  10,  which  was  dillributed  amongft  29  perfons,  the 
number  now  upon  the  lift. 

From 

*  As  no  church  lands  could  be  found  in  the  pari/h,  the  presbytery  defigned 
a  legal  glebe,  out  of  the  ncared  and  moft  contiguous  lands  to  the  church  as 
law  dlrifts ;  which,  after  being  infefted  in,  (in  the  year  1747),  and  obtaining 
a  homing  upon  the  decreet  of  preibytery,  the  incumbent  has  been  moft  unac- 
countably kept  out  of  pofTcdion  of  to  this  day ;  fb  that,  if  his  noble  patron 
had  not  provided  him  with  a  oonunodions  farnii  his  (itiiatloa  mufthave  been 
mod  uncomfortable. 
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From  the  length  of  the  paiifli,  and  it$  fituation  on  both  fides 
by  Lochow,  it  i»  neceflary  to  divide  the  fchool  funds,  which 
makes  the  falary  to  fchoolmafters  fo  fmall,  that  there  is  much 
difficulty  in  procuring  perfons  properly  qualified* 

I  Charity  fchool,      50  fcholars.         Salary,  L.  12    o    o 


I  Ambulatory,  do.    12      do. 

do. 

600 

I  Parochial,       do.  as      do. 

do. 

500 

I        do.             do.   33       do. 

do. 

500 

4  Schools                  120  fcholars. 

L. 2S  0    0 

There  has  been,  befides,  L«  74  mortified  by  a  lady  of  the 
family  of  Campbell  of  Achanabreak,  for  fupporting  the  fchool 
of  Kilchreoan. 

Population  Tabli. 


Number  of  fouls  in  1755  1030 

— i in  1792  1124 

Under  10  -  aj5 
Between  10  and  20  220 
— —  20  and  30    198 

■  30  and  40     126 
'  ■  40  and  50    X18 

'  50  and  60     76 

■  60  and  70  64 
— —  70  and  80  45 
— —    80  and  90  20 

'    90  and  100  2 

Males  -  -         530 

Females  -  594 

Families        -         -         280 
Refiding  proprietors,  pof- 
Xeflbg  I  farm  each   •     6 


Tackfmen,    pofleffing  4 

farms  each        •        -      2 
— »  pofielling  2 

farms  •  *       2 

■ '    11  pofleling  I 

farm  -        •  j 

Small  tenants 

Minifter 

Scholmafter 

Shopkeeper 

Innkeepers        -        < 

Dram-fellers        « 

Smiuis        «        • 

Houfe*carp€nters 

Weavers 

Shoemakers 

Tsyk>rs 


-      90 

-     I 

I 

I 

2 

-       5 
2 

2 

22 

6 

6 

Millers 


2J2 


StatiKcal  Account 


Millers           .          .  4 

Packmen                -  3 

Carrier                -  i 

Waulk  millers  and  dyfters  2 


Widows 

Wood-cuttera  and  dyke- 
builders 

Ferry-manatPortfonach- 
an  -  - 

■  at  Iniiberath 


40 

•40 

I 
I 
a 

18 

16 

a  80 


Coupers 
Married  herds 
Married  workmen 
Total  of  the  above 
Their  children  and  fami- 
lies •  -      844 
Students  of  divinity  a 
Schoolmafters,not  houfe- 

holdersy  -*  3 

Average  of  births  30 

■  of  marriages  10 

Deaths  in  onp  year  23 


Whereof  under  6  months 
old  of  inflammation  of 
the  bowels  -  7 

Ditto,  of  locked  jaws  5 

Ditto,  of  the  fmall  poz         2 

Of  the  fmall-pox,  be- 
tween 3  and  4  years  of 
age  .         -  X 

Of  a  fever,  between  20 
and  30        -        -  I 

Of  ditto,  between  30  and 
40  -  -  2 

Of  confumptions,  be- 
tween 70  and  80  2 

Of  ditto,  between  80  and 
90  -  -  I 

Suddenly,  between  80 
and  90  •  2 

Population  in  1768,  ac- 
cording to  a  lift  taken 
by  the  minifter  1500 

Decreafe  Cnce  1768    -    376 


The  decreafe  (ince  1768  muft,  in  a  great  meafure,  have  tak- 
en place  from  the  converfion  of  fome  very  indifferent  corn 
farms,  upon  which  a  number  of  people  made  fliift  to  live,  to 
very  good  (beep  and  black  cattle  grazings,  to  which,  in  this 
climate,  fuch  lands  are  beft  adapted.  Though  this  has  had  the 
efiedt  of  reducing  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  particular  di- 
ftridls,  it  is  fuppofed  that,  except  when  emigrations  to  foreign 
parts  take  place,  it  has  neither  tended  to  diminifli  the  popula- 
tion of  the  kingdom,  to  afie£l  the  profperity  of  this  country, 
or  to  render  the  conditio^  of  the  lower  ranks  much  worfe.  In- 
deed, 


of  KUchrtnan  and  Dalavicb.  ty^ 

deed,  excepting  upon  the  eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle)  the 
Earl  of  Breadalbaae,  and  a  few  others,  fmall  tenants  in  this 
country  are  very  m^ell  fatisfied  when  tbey  can  fubfift  their  fa- 
milies, and  pay  their  rents,  without  the  addition  of  one  (hilling 
to  their  little  ftock.  Two  fanulies  only  have  emigrated  to 
North  America  from  this  pariib>  for  half  a  century. 

MiJielUneoHi  Rem&rh*— The  inhabitants  are  all  of  the  Efta- 
blilhed  church ;  and,  to  very  feW,  have  all  been  bom  in  the' 
pari(h,  and  baptifed  by  the  prefent  incumbent,  who  is  near 
80  years  of  age,  and  the  oldeft  member  of  the  fynod  of  Ar- 
gyle*— They  are  a  fober,  regular,  induftrious  fet  of  people ; 
generous,  humane,  high  fpirited,  and  loyal,  when  called  to 
the  exertion  of  thofe  qualities^  In  the  year  1745,  80  able 
young  volunteers  offered  their  fervices  to  their  country  \  and, 
headed  by  the  minifter,  appeared  at  the  crofs  of  Inverary  in  led 
than  24  hours  after  he  had  received  intimation,  from  the  Duke 
of  Argyle,  of  his  Orace^s  defire  that  he  ihould  repair  thither, 
wichottt  loft  of  time,  widi  as  many  of  his  parifliioners  as  could 
CORveniemly  be  {pared.— If  occafion  ftill  required,  the  inha- 
bitants of  tfaia  pariOi  wo^ld,  with  equal  alacrity,  turn  out  to 
defend  their  gracious  fovereign,  and  that  happy  conftitution, 
tknder  which  they  enjoy  fuch  invaluable  bleflings. 
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NUMBER      XXXII- 
PARISH    OF    CRAWFORD.JOHN. 

(county   and  presbytery   0£  LANARK,    SYNOD   OF 
GLASGOW   AND   AIR.} 

By  iho  Rev.  Mr.  William  Miller. 


Name^  Extent,  and  Rivers. 

^^HE  appellation  of  the  parifli  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
'*-  taken  from  fome  pcrfon  of  the  name  of  Crawford  hav- 
ing had  intereft  in  it }  and  the  addition  of  John  has  been  affix- 
ed by  way  of  diftinguifliing  it  from  a  contiguous  pari(h»  called 
(imply  Crawford,  or  fometimes  Crawford-Douglas^  or  Lind- 
fay.  It  lies  in  a  direction  from  W.  to  E. — then  turns  north- 
ward, being  of  an  oblong  kind  of  figure,  extending  to  about 
15  miles  in  length,  and  generally  to  about  6  in  breadth.  A  fmall 
river,  called  Duneaton- water,  which  has  its  rife  near  Cam- 
table  at  the  head  of  the  parifli,  runs  the  whole  length  of  this 
di(lri£):  \  and  is  well  ftored  with  trout,  as  are  alfo  feveral  o- 
ther  brooks  and  rivulets  in  the  parifli,  particularly  Blackburn, 
which  is  famous  for  a  very  excellent  fpecies,  reddifl\  in  the 
flefli,  and  refembling  that  of  falmon. 

Jgficulture  and  S/&/i^.«~  Little  can  be  faid  as  to  the  ftate  of 

improvements 
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iiiq)roTement8  in  agriculture,  the  land  in  general  bein^  more 
proper  for  iheep-pafture  than  for  tillage.  When  the  feafons 
are  favourable,  and  the  harveft  early,  the  crops  of  grain  nre 
very  good ;  but  it  fometimes  happens,  in  unfavourable  fea- 
fons, that  damage  is  done  to  the  grain  by  frofts.  In  this  cafe, 
the  people  are  obliged  to  purchafe  feed  for  the  enfuing  year 
from  other  places  at  a  great  expence.  This  renders  them  a- 
verfe  to  cultivate  the  quantity  of  land  they  otherwife  might ; 
there  being  only  20  ploughs  kept  in  the  pariih,  which,  on  an 
average,  do  not  labour  above  30  acres  each«  The  rife  that 
has  happened  in  the  price  of  iheep,  tends  alfo  to  produce  an* 
indifierence  about  tillage.  BeGdes,  the  cultivation  of  land 
for  grain  requires  much  laborious  work,  while  the  manage- 
ment  of  a  (lore  or  iheep  farm  is  attended  with  eafe  and  lei- 
fure.  There  are  about  20  larger  and  fmaller  farms  in  the  pa- 
riih,  each  of  which  have  ground  proper  for  both  tillage  anf 
pafture.  The  flieep  reared  on  thefe  farms  are  of  good  qua- 
lity}  particularly  on  Gilkerfcleugh  mains,  from  which  ground 
tups  and  wool  have  been  produced  tliat  obtained  public  pre- 
miums. The  number  of  iheep  in  the  pariib  is  faid  to  be  a- 
bove  12,000,  though  it  cannot  ealily  be  afcertained.  The 
number  of  black  cattle  is  likewife  confiderable. 

Natural  ProduEltons  and  Seats. — ^The  natural  produAions 
are,  oats,  of  which  each  farmer  fows  from  10  to  50  bolls  j 
bear,  of  which  only  from  t  to  4  bolls  are  fown  on  each  farm ; 
a  little  peafe ;  fmall  quantities  of  flax ;  and  fome  potatoes. 
There  is  not  much  fown  grafs  here,  the  ground  being  gene- 
rally open,  and  not  fenced  from  the  iheep ;  but  meadow,  or 
bog  hay,  is  cut  on  almoft  every  farm.— —There  are  2  gentle- 
men's feats  in  the  pariih,  Gilkerfcleugh  and  Glefpine.  At  the 
former,  a  ilranger  is  agreeably  furprifed  to  find,  in  fo  high  » 
iituation,  inclofures  laid^  out  with  much  tafte  and  propriety. 

M  m  2  Here 


^j6  Siotf/ikai  luftmi 

'Here  may  be  feen  foaie  fine  old  timber,  with  a  rmftifnM^ 
trad  of  thnTing  plantations  of  different  ages  i  and  (crcral  Tciy 
judicious  improrements  are  carrying  on  by  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor. 

Jlfriur«//.«— *— Glendorchy  in  this  parifli,  belonging  to  the 
Earl  of  Hopetoun,  has  afforded  a  yery  rich  produce  of  lead 
to  his  Lordfliip  for  fome  time  paft.  This'  TaluaUe  mineral 
was  alfo  found  on  the  lands  of  Glcndouran  i  but  the  working 
thereof  is  now  difconUnuedi  on  account  of  the  irruptioii  of 
water.  On  Gilkericleugh  eftate,  lead  was  found*  There  is 
likewife^  on  the  fame  property,  a  good  limeftone  quarry,  with 
abundance  of  white  free^ftone }  and  a  good  appearance  of  coal. 
Upon  the  lands,  of  Abington  are  ft  ill  to  be  JTcen  Teftiges  of  a 
work,  which,  report  fays,  was  in  fearch  of  goM,  and  that 
quantities  of  that  precious  metal  were  found  here  by  Boll* 
more*  The(e  lands  alfo  produce  free-ftone  of  $,  reddiih  ca* 
lour  • 

Population  TaUe. 

Number  of  fouls  in  1 7  55,  765    Number  of  fouls  in  1 788, 6a# 
■  in  1761,  J50  in  1790, 590 

Annual 

*  Od  the  top  of  NetbertoD-hiU,  oppofite  to  the  bouTe  of  GilkeiicleQg^,  U 
^  old  encampment,  confiAinf  of  two  circular  ridges  of  (loaef  one  within 
the  other.  The  diftancc  betwixt  the  inner  and  outer  circle  is  upwards  of 
30  feet;  and  the  diameter  of  the  fomer  Is  135  feet.  Baft  firom  this,  art 
(he  ruins  of  a  hnOdlng,  called  Pairfiobn,  confilUng  of  fttenl  apartmenu ; 
Appofed  to  have  been  the  ftorehouTe  for  this  encampment.  Near  Cimw- 
Ibrd-John,  ftood  a  caftle ;  fome  of  the  vauks  of  which  are  no^  entirely  de^ 
moliihed.  Near  this,  is  a  moat  in  the  form  of  a  femicirdr,  148  feet  dia- 
yieter,  which  appears  to  have  been  eafily  filled  with  water  Srom  a  fpring  oi^ 
the  ipot.  The  Teftiges  of  another  old  caftle,  two  vaults  of  which  are  (tiQ 
l^^bitable,  ire  to  be  feen  flandfaig  on  a  peninfniated  rock  at  Bnar . 


Annual  average  of  births            Innkeepers  "  6 

for  6  years  preceding            Wrights  *  *        a 

iy86         .          .  23    Smiths         «.  .           3 

.  preceding  179a  22    Mafons        .  ^        •      2 


Annual  average  of  deaths  Weavers  «        «.         ^ 

far  6  years  preceding  Taylor        •        •        •       g 

1786        -         -  15  Shoemaker        ^        .         x 

■;■■■■  preceding  179a  1<J  Cooper           -        -           % 

Schoolmaftcr           -  i  Valued  rent,  Scotch   h^l^^ 

Shopkeepers       <-       -  4  Real  rent,  fterling     L.  2509 

MififUanmu  Oifinfatimsn^^A  number  of  the  bhabitants  ar« 
tadcfmen  of  farms ;  and  there  are  feveral  cottagers  in  the  pa-r 
rifli.  Some  of  thefe  work  in  the  mines  of  LeadhiUs  and  Wan- 
lockhead :  others  pofiefs  a  piece  of  ground  under  the  tackfmen, 
and  follow  any  kind  of  work  that  occurs,  with  a  horfe  or  hor- 
fes,  whereby  they  are  enabled  to  pay  their  rent.— The  people 
are  generally  intelligent,  fober,  and  regular ;  but  of  late,  feem 
to  have  more  fondnefs  for  fliowinefs  of  drefs,  and  convivial 
meetings,  than  could  have  been  expc^ied  in  fo  remote  a  fitna- 
tion. — Curling  is  a  favourite  diverGon  among  the  comnKmali^ 
ty  f  and  even  the  gentlemen  fometimes  join  in  ic.—*  George 

Colebrooke,  Efq.  is  patron  of  the  parifh. Part  of  the  great 

road  from  Glafgow  to  Carlifle  pafles  through  the  pariih,  where 
It  meets  another  great  road  from  Edinburgh  to  LeadhiUs, 
There  are,  befides,  feveral  internal  roads  in  the  pariih;  to 
which  great  attention  is  paid  %  and  the  ftatute-work  is  pqp* 
farmed  upon  them  annually. 
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NUMBER      XXXIII. 
PARISH     OF    EDDERACHYLIS. 

(PRESBYTKRY  OF   TONGUE,    SYNOD   OF   SUTHERLAND 
AND   CAITHNESS,   COUNTY   OF   SUTHERLAND.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  Falconer. 


Date  of  EreBwn^  Nanu^  and  Extent. 

THE  parifli  of  Eddcrachylis  was  ereded,  together  with  the 
pariihes  of  Diurnefs  and  Tongue,  by  the  General  Af- 
fembj  1 7149  in  confequence  of  a  petition,  in  the  name  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parifli  of  Diurnefs,  prefcnted  to  the  Ge- 
neral Aflemblj  1721,  which  was  feconded  by  the  then  Lord 
Reay,  fole  proprietor  of  it ;  reprefenting  the  great  need  there 
was  for  its  being  fubdivided  into  two  or  more  pariihes,  on  ac- 
count of  its  vaft  extent. 

The  name  of  the  parifh,  as  of  all  other  places  in  this  coun- 
try, is  Celtic,  being  defcriptive  of  its  fituation,  and  fignifying 
literally,  "  betwixt  two  kyles,  or  arms,  of  the  fea  j"  becaufe 
of  its  lying  being  between  Coalh^cuin^  which  divides  it  on  the 
S.  from  Aflint,  and  CaoHs-Lulffard^  or  Laxford^  which,  on 
the  N.  feparates  it  from  Afliir.  CaoHi'Cuin  fignifies  "  the  nar- 
row kyle ;''  and  is  fo  called,  becaufe  of  a  narrow  part  about 
the  middle  of  it,  near  Ifland-rannocb,  where  there  is  a  ferry, 

which 


of  Edderacbyiis.  279 

which  is  not  above  60  yards  broad,  though  it  widens  greatly 
above,  and  branches  out  into  two  confiderable  kyles,  or  lochs, 
much  frequented  by  herrings :  it  is  alfo  broad  below  this  place^ 
and  inclofes  a  green  ifland,  called  Stirks-ifland ;  near  which  i3 
good  anchoring  ground  for  (hipping.  This  kyle  runs  up  into 
the  land  5  or  6  miles* «—~-CWix-Lcrj^r^,  or,  as  it  is  pronoun- 
ced in  the  anglified  way,  Laxford,  is  a  name  compounded  of 
two  Celtic  words,  Lua  and  ard ;  epithets  given  it,  and  to  the 
river  which  runs  into  the  head  of  it  from  Lochftack,  from  the 
rapid  and  high  courfe  of  that  ftream.— — But,  though  thefe 
two  kyles  comprehend  the  country  called  Edderachylis,  the 
parifli  extends  a  great  way  farther  north,  and  includes  alfo  the 
Davoch  of  Afliir,  which  is  a  country  of  itfelf,  interfered  by 
a  confiderable  kyle,  called  Caolis^IncbarJ,  2  ftiiles  long,  of- 
ten vifited  by  flioals  of  herrings ;  and  it  feparates  that  very 
rugged  piece  of  ground,  called  Kerm-garbbf  or  '*  rugged  quar- 
ter," from  the  north  parts  of  Afhir,  which  are  the  bed  por- 
tions of  it.  Inchard  is  a  contradion  of  two  Celtic  words,  //i- 
nis  and  aird^  fignifying  ^'  high  meadow,''  becaufe  of  the  high 
and  rich  pafture  grounds,  lying  on  each  fide  of  the  kyle,  and 
of  the  river,  which  runs  into  the  head  of  it,  and  which  go 

both  by  the  fame  name. As  for  the  name  of  this  part  of 

the  parifli,  which  the  natives  turn  in  Englifli,  Alfliires,  and 
fometimes  more  improperly  Oldflioars,  in  Celtic,  it  is  Afliir, 
or,  which  is  its  real  meaning,  Tlr-fas ;  a  defignation  relative 
to  that  more  fruitful  and  cultivated  place,  of  which  it  was 
once  a  part,  called  Diurnefs,  for  it  was  the  Fair-hir  of  old, 
or  *'  wafte  pafture  grounds,"  belonging  to  the  antient  inhabi- 
tants of  Diurnefs. 

The  parifli  is  bounded  on  the  W.  by  the  Atlantic  ocean, 

and  on  th<  N.  by  the  North  Sea,  to  Cape  Wrath,  that  terror 

to   mariners,  which  ftands  at  the  head  of  the  line  fepara- 

ting  the  parifli  of  Diurnefs  from  this }  fo  that  ^it  is  fituated 

I  in 


ltd  Statifiieal  Account 

m  die  Migk  formed  by  the  Adantic  and  Nordi  fets.  The 
lengthy  from  M.  toS.  is  aoconqNited  iniiet»  and  the  breadth 
lo )  EddcradiylU  being  X2  in  leagth,  and  lo  in  fareadth^  aad 
AAmt  S  in  lengthy  and  7  in  breadth. 

Ecd^i^icsl  £ta£r.— «-Befides  the  pariAi  dbiireh»  there  is  a 
flaoe  appoinced  £or  public  worfliip^  and  at  the  diftanoe  •£  fix 
miles  from  it,  on  the  N*  fide  of  the  Ljle  of  Inehard  in  Afliir, 
where  it  is  the  inoiunbent's  duty  to  officiate  oaoe  in  fix  vneks ; 
bat  as  the  parilh  ckuroh  is  fit  sated  as  commpdbnfiy  as  it  pof- 
fiUy  could  bCt  and  pretty  oentrically  upon  the  coaft,  die  at- 
tendance of  the  parishioners  there,  efpedaUy  in  good  «ca« 
thcr,  is  rendered  quite  oomrcnieat,  as  boats  can  convey  them 
eafily  from  almoft  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  pariffli*— The 
church  has  nndergone  two  fereral  reparations  within  the  iaft 
-20  years)  has  a  fiated  loaf ;  isweil*iiated;  and  every  wayfit 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  pariihianers.    The  nanfe  haa 
alK>  been  twice  repatrod  wkhin  the  above  time :  it  and  ibme 
nf  the  offices  have  alfo  flated  roofs»  as  all  the  houCes  in  die  coun- 
try ought  to  have,  for  nothing  elie  can  ftand  the  vi(deace  of 
jdie  weather.— ^ Upon  the  firft  eftablifiiroent  of  the  parifliy  the 
minifter  had  800  merks  for  his  ftipcnd,   together  with  4a 
merks  for  communion  elements :  but  a  «edu£Uon  of  it  after* 
wards  took  place  on  occafion  of  a  coatrad,  entered  into  by 
the  church  of  Scotland  with  confeat  of  the  then  inctinibent» 
with  Lord  Reay ;  in  Whcie  hand  they  fetded.  the  whole  mo* 
ney  c<rile£lcd  *,  as  a  fund  for  paying  part  of  the  ftipends  of  the 
pariihes  of  Tongue,  Diumefs,  and  Edderachylis,  at  the  rate 
of  4t  per  cent.    The  portion  of  that  coUeAion  afligned  to  that 
parifhwas  11400  merks  Scotch;  the  intereft  of  which  fum 
being  L.  28 :  10,  together  widi  L.  1 5  yearl  j  out  of  Lord  Reay's 

rent 
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rent,  conftitutes  the  whole  ftipend*of  Eddcrachylis  at  this 
time,  or  L.  43  :  10  in  all|  communion  elements  included  ;  be- 
ing not  only  below  the  minimum  of  the  law,  but  one  oi  the 
fmalleft  in  the  church. — And  what  precludes  the  profpeft  of 
any  augmentation  of  the  ftipend,  out  of  Lord  Reiiy's  eft  ate,  is  a 
fpecial  provifion  he  made  in  his  contra£l  with  the  church,  that 
his  cftate  (hould,  in  all  future  time,  remain  unafFefted  by  any 
further  augmentation  of  the  ftipends,  though  a  great  part  of 
that  eftate  confifts  of  church  lands.  But  he  and  his  fucceflbrs 
have  given  the  feveral  miniilers  of  this  pariih  a  fmall  farm,  ad* 
joining  to  the  glebe,  at  the  old  rent,  which  is  of  confiderdble 
benefit  for  grazing.— The  glebe,  which  lies  upon  the  coaft, 
and  near  the  church,  is  of  fome  extent  *,  and  hus  been  valued 
at  L.  40  Scotch  *• 

Population  and  CharaSler  of  the  People.^^U pon  a  late  furvey 
of  this  parifh,  the  number  of  fouls  contained  in  it  were  found 
to  be  1024 »  but,  about  1 2  years  ago,  they  exceeded  this  num- 
ber confiderably.  One  of  the  caufes  of  this  decreafe  has  been 
the  rife  that  has  happened  in  the  price  of  black-cattle,  which 

Vol.  VI.  N  n  '         '       gave 

*  UpoQ  the  fhort  of  the  glebe,  vhich  extends  about  |*  of  a  tnile,  grows  a 
profufion  of  fea^vced,  of  the  fort  fitteft  for  kelp  :  to  this  the  preient 
inciunbcnt  thought  he  had  a  right ;  and  that  he  might  conrertthi^  Cea*wcG4 
to  his  own  benefit,  as  a  fmaU  addition  to  his  fmail  Aipend;  but  in. this  he 
unespe£tedly  found,  himfelf  oppofed  by  the  family  of  Reay,  who  thought  6t 
to  difpofe  of  this  very  Tea- weed,  as  well  as  the  red  on  their  eftate  by  Icafe 
to  a  Peterhead  company;  and  upon  his  giving  interruption  to  them,  he  >vas  o- 
btiged  to  defend  himfelf  in  a  procefs  for  damages  before  the  Court  of  StC^ 
fion,  who»  alter  conTiderable  expence  and  trouble  to  the  inciqnbeniU^thptigbt 
lit  to  decide  the  aflair  againft  him.  He  is.  thus  deprived  of ,  the  beoor 
fit  of  the  whole  fea  weed  growing  on  his  glebe,  which  was  ufeful  to'  him 
for  other  purpofes,  as  manure  to  his  land,  and  pailnrc  tQ  his  cattl^  in  the 
cold  fcafon  of  the  year. 
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gare  occafion  to  fome  gentlemen,  not  refiding  In  the  parifli,  to 
take  leafes  of  eztenfive  grazings  in  it,  which  they  manage  by 
a  few  fenrants.  Other  people  of  (ubftance  living  in  the  parifh 
have,  on  the  fame  account,  alfo  taken  leafes  of  additional 
grazings,  removing  the  old  pofTcflprs.  Several  families 
befides,  not  fatisfied  with  their  circumftances,  as  well  as  fe. 
veral  fingle  pcrfons  of  both  fexes,  have  migrated  to  the  S« 
country,  and  to  cotton  mills.  The  return  to  Dr.  Webftcr  iq 
1755,  however,  was  only  869  fouU. 

The  number  of  baptifma  in  the  year,  as  appears  from  the 
regifteri  is  at  an  average  35  :  but  there  is  no  record  of  burials 
kept  i  becaufe  the  people,  experiencing  great  inconvepiencc 
in  carrying  their  dead  to  one  or  two  burial  places,  as  in  former 
times,  on  account  of  the  great  didance,  and  the  r\|tggcdnela 
of  the  roads,  have  made  choice  of  other  places,  the  ficteft 
they  could  find»  near  thtir  refpeAive  dwellings,  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  fo  that,  in  this  parifh  at  prefeot,  there  are  no  lefs  than 
9  different  burying  grounds,  though  fpme  of  the  old  ones  arc 
prefently  in  difu&« 

The  inhabitants,  or  natives,  (who  are  all,  except  a  very  few^ 
of  three  names,  M^Clays,  Morrifons,  and  M^Cleod^),  are  all 
Freibyterians,  and  have  been  fo,  for  fo  long  a  time  back,  that 
the  prefent  generation  have  no  remembrance  of  feeing  in  the 
country  any  lefidenter  of  attothcr  perfuafion.  NotwitUtand- 
sQg  ditir  detached  and  diftant  habitations,  they  are  remarkable 
for  their  attendance  upon  divine  ordinances  a.nd  public  wor^ 
(hip,  for  the  fobtiety  and  regularity  of  their  manners  and 
lives,  without  being  addiAed  to  any  particular  vice  in  any  re- 
markable de^c.  Their  charaAer  Uyt  peaceablenefa,  and 
thriv  hannony  among  thcmOshFcs,  is  uncommon.  For  the  hft 
ao  years  and  moit,  fcarce  one  inftance  has  happened  of  any 
ouarrel  or  fight  among  them,  pr  fo  much  as  of  any  of  them 
receiving  any  bodily  hurt  from  another.    From  their  pradicc 
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of  (idiingi  and  early  and  conftant  acquaintance  with  the  itZf 
they  are  excellent  boatmeni  as  well  as  ingenious^  and  ready  to 
learn  any  mechanical  bufinefs }  fo  that  fcarcely  any  artificers 
in  thci  parilh  but  are  felf-taught.  And  yet  there  ate  among 
them  pretty  good  carpenters  and  boat-wrights^dry-ftonemafonS) 
coopers, and  net-makersj  and^as  for  (hoe-makersi  there  is  fcarce 
a  man  in  the  parifh  but  can  make  his  own  (hoes.  They  love 
alfo  to  appear  as  decent  and  clean  as  poffible  ;  fo  that  the  fi(h* 
ers,  who  frequent  this  place,  have  declared  they  make  the 
moft  decent  and  cleanly  appearance  of  any  Highlanders  on 
the  whole  coaft.  The  Mufcs  too  are  partial  to  the  natives 
of  thb  place,  as  if  the  air  of  the  Edderachyliet  mountains  had 
infpiration  in  it ;  for  there  have  been,  of  late  yearsj  feveral 
poets  in  this  parifh,  whofe  compofitionsi  moftly  of  the  lyric 
kiod»  have  been  admired  by  good  judgest  and  have  (hewn 
them  to  be  poflefled  of  uncommon  parts  and  genius. 

Black'CattUi  Shetp,  GoOii^  and  i^yiyr/* --The  principal  de- 
pendance  of  the  inhabitants  for  their  living  is  upon  their  black- 
cattle  ;  and,  by  a  late  enunieration,  they  are  found  to  have 
2573  heads  of  the  cow  kind.  The  quality  and  fize  of  their 
cattle  are  equal  to  thofe  of  any  other  place  in  the  Highlands. 
The  price  of  an  ordinary  cow  for  droving,  is  508* — of  a  good 
one,  L.  3;— and  of  the  bed,  L.  4.  An  ordinary  milch*cow  fells 
at  L.  3  )— a  good  one  at  L«  4  ;— and  the  beft  at  L«  5.  There 
are  drovefs,  in  the  country,  who  buy  Qp  fuch  cattle  as  are  fent 
to  market  1  and,  after  driving  them  to  the  fouth  of  Scotland, 
and  fometimes  to  England,  difpofe  of  them  commonly  to  En* 
glifli  drovers^  fiut,  though  the  inhabitants  deal  principally  in 
black  cattle,  yet,  in  the  opinion  of  the  moft  knowing  people, 
the  nature  of  the  cbuntry  feems  more  adapted  to  the  rearing 
of  iheep ;  and  it  is  thought,  that  it  is  owing  to  the  inattention 
and  carelefsnefs  of  the  farmers,  about  that  nK>ft  ufeful  of  all  a« 
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nimals,  that  they  do  not  thrive  better  with  them.  Foxes,  ix^ 
deed,  are  numerous,  and  very  deftruQivey  and  not  eafily  de- 
ftroyedy  becaufe  of  the  rocks  and  numbcrlefs  lurking  places 
which  the  ruggednefs  of  the  country  aflFords  them ;  eagles*  mud 
other  ravenous  birds,  deflroy  many  lambs ;  but  by  diligent  ex- 
ertions perfifted  in,  this  country  might  be,  in  time,  cleared  of 
all  thofe  noxious  creatures.  Nay,  it  is  more  than  probable* 
were  Lord  Reay  to  parcel  out  his  lands  in  proper  flieep  walks* 
annexing  fit  parts  of  his  deer  forcft  to  the  neareft  and  moft  pro- 
per dwellings  upon  the  (hore,  that  none  in  Scotland  would 
equal  thofe  upon  his  edate,  and  that  he  might  treble  his  rent 
by  it.  The  only  inconvenience  would  be,  that  he  would,  by 
this  plan,  greatly  depopulate  his  country. 

The  whole  number  of  flieep,  prefently  in  this  pariQi,  is 
found  to  be  2619.  The  greateft  part  of  them  arc  of  the  Gallo- 
way breed,  having  black  or  brocked  faces*  and  their  wool  is 
coarfe.  A  flieep,  with  a  lamb,  is  fuppofed  to  be  worth  7s. 
and  a  good  wedder,  ps.  But  there  is  alfo  a  mixture  of  an  En- 
glifli  breed  with  the  common  Galloway,  which  are  polled,  with 
white  faces;  thefe  have  rather  finer  wool,  and  longer  bodies, 
than  the  Galloway  kind.  Sometimes  butchers  from  Inverncfs, 
and  other  places,  travel  through  the  country,  and  buy  what 
wedders  are  to  be  fold  in  tliofe  parts;  and  feamen  have  alfo 
a  great  demand  for  mutton,  often  greater  than  can  be  an- 
fwered  here. 

Of  all  parts  of  the  HieMmJ.^,  this  would  feem  to  be  one  of 
the  fitteft  and  left  for  goats ;  yet  it  is  the  obfervatioiw  of 
the  oldeft  and  moil  judicious  people,  that  they  have  not  for 
fomc  years  anfwertd  here  as  formerly;  whether  owing  to  fome- 
thing  unfavourable  in  the  wtather,  to  the  incrcafe  of  beads 
and  birds  of  prey,  or  both.  The  prefent  number  in  all  this 
parifli*  is  1307.    The  only  market  for  them  is  felling  them 
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to  fca- faring  men,  when  they  fall  low  in  proviGons :  they  com- 
monly give  78.  or  8s.  for  an  he^  and  lefs  for  2.Jbe^  goat. 

As  for  horfes,  the  principal  ufe  of  them  here,  is  the  rearing 
of  them  for  fale,  there  being  but  little  occafion  for  thefe  ani- 
mals in  riding  orhufbandry.  The  kind  bred  here  is  the  Gar- 
rons,  which  are  never  houfed,  feed  themfelves  in  the  mountains 
in  fummer  and  harveft,  and  pafture  near  the  houfes  in 
winter  and  fpring.  They  are  of  of  a  good  fize  \  and  not  inferi- 
or in  quality  to  any  in  the  the  Highlands.  Some  of  the  bed 
arc  fuppofed  to  be  worth  7  or  8  guineas.  Here  they  are 
bought  by  dealers,  in  the  country,  at  a  year  old,  who  carry 
them  to  the  Orkney  iflanJs,  and  there  difpofe  of  them  at  good 
prices  :  of  late,  purchafers  from  the  fouth  have  found  their  way 
into  the  country,  who  buy  all  forts  at  good  prices.  The  num- 
ber prefently  in  the  parifli  is  351. 

Rent^  FiJhingSf  isfc. — The  prefent  rent  of  the  parifti  is  L.230 
fterling;  but  the  tack-duty^  paid  out  of  mod  of  the  different 
pofTeflions,  has  been  of  late  greatly  augmented ;  that  of  fome 
of  them  to  double,  or  more,  of  what  they  paid  20  years  ago : 
yet  it  is  reported,  that  when  Lord  Reay  became  proprietor  of 
Edderachylis,  properly  fo  called,  the  whole  of  it  was  held  by 
a  gentleman  in  wadfet  for  the  intereft  of  6000  merks. — There 
are  only  two  rivers  in  this  pariih  where  falmon  are  caught. 
One  of  them  is  at  Inchard,  which  never  paid  any  feparate 
rent  to  the  proprietor;  but  the  tackfman  of  the  nei^!ibouring 
grounds  has  the  profits  of  it,  which  amount  only  from  3  to  6  bar- 
rels in  the  year.  The  ocher  is  Laxford,  where  there  is  ^  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  fifh  killed,  and  of  an  excellent  quality ; 
but  the  fifhing  does  not  commence  fooner  than  the  middle  of 
April,  either  there  or  on  all  this  coaft.  The  fifliing  of  this 
river,  and  of  others  within  Lord  Reay '3  e  (late,  is  rented  by  a 
company  of  merchants  in  Peterhead,  who  cure  and  export 

the 


a86  Statijiical  Account 

the  fifli  to  foreign  markets,  without  felling  anjr  of  it  iii  tii^ 
country :  they  have  an  agent,  in  the  country,  for  roaming 
their  affairs,  upon  a  farm  of  Lord  Reay's  eftate  in  Diumefs* 
This  company  have  a  leafe  alfo  of  the  kelp-fliores  of  hia.eftate ; 
which,  if  properly  managed,  would  prove  an  objed  of  great 
importance,  as  thefe  (hores  are  very  extenfive,  and  corered 
atmoft  every  where  with  vaft  quantities  of  the  beft  fea-wecd } 
but  the  fmall  tenants,  occupying  the  lands  next  the  (hore,  are 
the  only  manufacturers*  who  for  their  labour  have  but  30$^ 
per  ton,  paid  upon  delivery  of  the  kelp.  As  they  work  only 
when  they  can  afford  time  from  their  other  neceflary  af- 
fairs,  the  quantity  of  manufa£lured  kelp  falls  far  (hortof  what 
k  might,  and  would  be,  were  a  fufficient  number  of  handt 
employed,  and  better  encouragement  given. 

The  rivers  of  this  country  abound  alfo  in  trout,  which  are  ex- 
cellent in  their  feafon,  as  do  alfo  the  lefs  confidcrable  ftieamsi 
of  which  there  are  feveral.  The  moft  valuable  of  thefe  is  the 
kiild  called  white  trout,  fomewhat  like  falmon.  Another  kind, 
found  alfo  in  plenty  in  thefe  rivers,  is  the  darker  fort,  widi 
red  and  black  fpots.  Some  of  thefe,  as  well  as  of  the  white 
trout,  are  found  equal  in  Cze  to  grilfes  or  young  falmon. 

The  lakes  are  ftored  with  variety  of  trout  of  all  fixes. 
Of  thefe  Lochmoir,  at  the  diftance  of  7  or  8  miles  from  the 
fea,  is  3  miles  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  and  never  freezes  in 
the  fevereft  feafon*  Lochftall  is  2  miles  in  length,  and 
half  a  m'ife  in  breadth.  Both  thefe  lochs  are  conne£led  by  a 
frngll  dream  ;  and  out  of  the  lail  mentioned  runs  the  confi- 
dcrable river  of  Laxford.  All  thefe  lakes  and  tivers  form  a 
pretty  ftraight  line,  which  divide  EdderachyKs  from  the  lands 
of  Aihir,  and  was  formerly  the  march  feparating  thefe  proper- 
ties  from  each  other.  Befides  thefe  great  lakes,  a  valt  num- 
ber  of  fmallcr  ones  are  interfperfed  amongft  the  mounuins, 
moit  of  them  abounding  with  trqut. 

I  Surfact 
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Swfaee  and  Agriculture. — The  face  of  the  CQuntiy,  like  tho 
f  eft  of  the  Highlands,  is  mountainous  and  rocky,  and,  to  a 
ftranger,  (hockingly  rugged*  The  more  inland  parts,  which 
confUtutes  l|0rd  Rea/s  deer  foreft,  are  nothing  but  a  vaft 
group  of  dreadful  mountains*  with  their  fummits  piercing  the 
clouds,  and  dirided  only  by  deep  and  very  narrow  valUes, 
whofe  declivities  are  fo  rugged  and  deep,  as  to  be  dangerous 
to  travellers  not  furoiibed  with  guides.  Tet  tbefe  wilds  afford 
excellent  pafture,  in  many  places,  to  all  foru  of  cattle,  bein^ 
clothed,  to  the  tops  of  the  higheft  mountainsy  with  clover  and 
daifies,  and  other  rich  pafture.  In  many  places  numbers 
of  deer  are  to  be  ieen,  very  large  and  fat,  efpecially  in  the 
harveft  feafon ;  for  looking  after  which  certain  perfons,  called 
forrefters,  are  appointed  with  falaries,  in  convenient  parts  of 
the  country.  The  bounds  of  the  foreft  are  very  extenfive, 
making  a  confideraUe,  if  not  the  greater  parr,  of  Lord  Reay's 
eftate  ;  but  that  part  of  it  which  is  reckoned  the  beft,  and  a- 
bounds  moft  with  deer,  is  that  which  belongs  to  this  pariih^ 
The  inhabited  places  are  only  tbofe  next  the  fea,  and  fonae  q* 
thers  OB  the  confines  $f  the  foreft,  which  happen  to  be  fome* 
what  level,  and  thereby  fitter  for  rearing  cattle,  or  the  ctiUure 
of  com ;  and  though,  towards  the  coaft,  the  ruggednefs  of 
the  ground  be  lefs,  and  the  mountains  feemingly  fubfide,  or 
prefent  a  leiis  awful  and  horrid  appearance,  yet  rocks  and 
marflies,  lakes  and  mountains,  though  of  lefs  magnitude,  are 
aiU  along  centinually  interouxed }  fo  that,  excepting  pafture  for 
cattle,  it  feems  but  very  indifierently  calculated  by  natDr<;  for 
any  other  purpofe*  It  is  matter  of  no  fmall  di$culty,  even  on 
the  (hore,  to  find  a  lot  fit  for  a  houfe  to  ftand  on  convcnientlyj^ 
without  under  water,  of  fome  other  remarkable  difadvantage* 
*— And  aa>  fior  the  villages  or  dwellings  where  the  inhabitants 
make  a  flnit  to  rear  Ibme  corn,  they  have  fe  gi«at  labour  in 
clearing  their  little  plots  (many  of  which  ate  qo  larger  than  the 
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floor  of  an  ordinary  room  ),by  digging,  turning  out  great  donee, 
and  grubbing  up  bufhcs  and  underwood ;  that,  excepting  the 
benefit  of  the  ftraw,  for  favmg  the  lives  of  their  cattle  in 
fpring,  confidering  efpecially  their  toil  in  cultivation ,  they 
^ould  furtly  find  tlicir  account  in  abftaining  from  agriculture 
totally,  and  fpendihg  their*  time  in  fome  handicraft  employ- 
ment; but  this  muft  be  undcrftood  concerning  fuch  as  do  not 
work  themfclves  perfonally,  but  mufl  hire  others  to  labour  for 
them,  for  that  makes  vefy  great  odds  in  this  country. — It  is 
true  there  are  ploughs  drawn  by  horfes,  no  Icfs  than  lo  in  dif- 
ferent paVts  of  the  parifh  5  but -there  is  fo  little  ground  for  them 
to  go  upon,  that  2  conftantly  employed,  as  in  the  low  country, 
could  cafily  perform  all  the  work  of  the  ten  •• 

The 

^  The  ioftrument  cliic6y  vfed  for  tiUagt,  is  calkd  a  C^tmp,  or  crooked 
foot ;  being  tt  crooked  piece  of  wood,  the  lower  end  fomewhU  thick,  about 
two  feet  and  an  half  in  l<;ngth»  pretty  (Iraight,  and  armed  at  the  end  with 
iron,  made  thin  and  fquarc  to  cut  the  earth.  The  upper  end  of  this  inftm- 
inent  is  called  the  ihaft,  whereas  the  lower  is  termed  the  head  :  the  fliaft  a- 
bove  the  crook  is  pretty  (Iraight,  being  6  foot  long  and  tapering  upwards  to 
the  end,  which  is  (lender ;  juft  below  the  crook  or  angle,  which  is  an  obtuTe 
one,  there  muft  be  a  hole,  wherein  a  ftrong  peg  maft  be  fixed,  for  the  work 
]nan*s  right  foot,  in  order  to  puHi  the  inflrumcnt  into  the  earth ;  while  in  the 
mean  time  (landing  upon  his  left  foot,  and  holding  the  (haft  firm  with  both 
hands,  when  he  has  in  this  manner  driven  the  head  ftir  enough  into  the  earth 
with  one  bend  of  his  body,  he  raifes  the  clod  by  the  iron  headed  part  of  his 
inftniment,  making  ufe  of  the  heel,  or  hind  part  of  the  head  as  a  fulcrum,  in 
fio  doing,  turns  it  over  always  towards  the  left  hand ;  and  then  proceeds  to 
pu(h  for  another  clod  in  the  fame  form.  To  fee  fix  or  eight  men  all  at 
work  with  this  in^rument,  as  is  often  to  be  Teen,  (landing  all  upon  one  leg 
and  pulbing  with  the  other,  would  be  a  pretty  curious' fight  to  a  Aran- 
gcr. 

With  all  its  difadvantages  the  Cafcrmm  of  all  inftruments  if  the  fitteft  for 
turning  up  the  ground  in  the  country^  for  among  ib  many  rocks,  a  plough 
can  do  little  or  nothing,  and,  where  no  rocks  arc,  the  earth  is  commonly 
io  marihyB  that  cattle  are  cot  able  to  pafs  over  it,  without  finking  deep. 

Therefore 
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^e  crops  irsufed  in  this  country  are  only  oats  and  bear  al^ 
temately.  The  kind  of  oats  which  anfwers  beft,  is  found  to 
be  a  large  bodied  grain  of  a  black  colour^  and  a  thick  coat^ 
which  ripens  earlyi  and  meals  well ;  and  the  beat  is  the  kind 
temmonly  ured  in  the  Highlands.  Pbtatoes,  though  lefsihan 
30  years  ago  fcarcely  known  herci  now  conftitute  a  confider-* 
able  part  of  the  food  of  the  inhabitants^ 

Notwithftanding  the  ruggedneis  of  ttie  ground^  and  the 
wild  appearance  of  this  country,  fcarce  any  place  affords  a  more 
commodious  habitation  to  poor  people,  if  there  are  any  fuch  in 
it.  For  upon  a  farm  of  aos*  and  fometimes  only  of  losi 
many  families  want  none  of  die  neceflaries  of  life  1  hav-* 
ing  bread  and  potatoes,  fifli  and  fome  fle(h|  Wool  and  cloth<* 
ing,  milk,  butter,  and  cheefe,  all  the  fruit  of  their  own  in-^ 
duftry,  and  the  produce  of  their  farms.  Their  fuel  they  haT« 
alfo  good,  and  on  eafy  terms,  erery  fatm  having  plenty  of 
peat  mofles  free  to  all.— ^Trarelling,  it  muft  be  owned,  ia 
difficult  and  dilagreeable,  there  being  no  roads,  butjnch  as 
the  feet  of  men  and  cattle  have  made )  yet,  when  one  has  oc<« 
cafion  to  come  to  it|  aiid  veniain  there,  he  will  find  it  as  con« 
▼enient  for  the  purpofes  of  living  as  moft  paitt  of  the  High* 

Vol.  VL  O  o  lands^ 

Therefore  it  ii  pf  pi^etty  genertl  ni^  in  the  llt^ikiidl,  aa^  sl«f  greit  antiquii 
tf .  One  man  can  turn  over  more  ground  with  it  la  a  day  than  four  are  able 
to  do  with  a  ocNnmco  Qiade.  For  a  fingle  man  to  delve  if  much  ground  as 
will  itqnire  t^  peckt  6f  bear  feed  in  a  day  Is  nothing  uncommon  i  nay, 
loac  have  flhni  fbui*  id  a  day'i  work.  There  dre  many  inftKikts  6f  fingle 
iiiCD  In  this  parifli,  who  inth  good  leafi>ns  have  itilred  as  orach  coni  as,  with 
the  help  of  potatoes,  has  iiabfifted  fiuuilies  of  6  or  7  petibiis  pkatifully^  by 
the  'Cmftnim*  But  for  this  they  have  one  advantafe,  denied  to  many  o^ 
Ihers,  that  there  is  always  plenty  of  manuft ;  for  befidei  what  the  cattle 
IttraKby  there  is  almoft  every  where  the  greated  profiiiton  of  feaswlt^,  whidi 
fliSfces  the  beft  iha&itit,  dped^lljr  when  cilt  early  hi  tlii  ^rii^  and  laiaed 
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\KaA%.    Lying  on  a  coaft  well  known  to  fea-faring  people,  and 
frequented  by  (hipping,  any  nectfiaries  the  place  itfelf  caonoc 
fisj^ly  are  eafier  got  than  in  moft  parts  of  the  kingdoni. 
• 

Harbours^  Fijlary^  {9V.— What  Edderacbylia  has  been»  and 
(till  is,  happy  in,  far  beyond  othet  parts  of  the  Highlands,  is 
the  fiihing  upon  its  coaft,  and  its  many  exocUent  bays  and  bar* 
boars,  where  (hoping  xi  all  fixes  can  enter,  and  moor  clofe 
to  the  laud,  at  aH  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  in  perfed  iafe- 
ty.  Of  thefe  hatrbours  are,  Lech-Badiout^  erroneonfly  marked 
Badwel  in  (bme  draughts  of  the  coaft ;  Loch^'Calvi^  which  fig- 
nifies  literally  !n  the  Celtic,  <*  good  harbour;"  Laxfmti^  haT. 
ing  foveral  good  anchorages,  of  which  Ifimi  an  Erimet^  or 
<<  the  Ifiifamanfs  ifland,"  is  the  beft;  Feamuuk-Mmr^  near 
the  entry,  is  a  rery  fafe  place ;  Inchard  has  aifo  a  good  har- 
bour; and  fo  has  Kyles-cuin,  near  StirkVifland* Tbere 

has  n<A  only  been  a  greater  quantity  of  fifli  killed  on  the  coaft 
of  this  parifh,  for  fome  years  paft,  than  on  the  coaft  of  any  o* 
ther  pKice  in  the  Highlands,  but  more  herrings  than  what  have 
been  killed  on  all  the  coafts  of  all  the  Highlands  put  together* 
Here  there  is  no  perfon  whofc  fole  bufinefs  is  fifiiing,  confe- 
quently  no  fifli  is  fold,  excepting  herring ;  yet  every  nun  is  a 
fiflier,  and  fiflies  for  himfelf.  Every  village,  and  almoft  every 
houfe,  has  aboat;  nets,  and  all  forts  of  fiihing  cackle ;  yea> 
fome  houfeholdefs  have  2  or  3  boats,  for  anfwcring  diflferent 
purpofes.  In  fummcr,  glaflbcks,  or  fays,  arc  got  in  great 
plenty.  In  July>  (hoals  of  mackarel,  the  forerunner  of  the 
herringf  appear.  Soon-  afterwards,  almoft  every  creek  and 
harbour  are  quite  full  of  herrings  ;  and  fometimes  they  remain 
off  and  on  the  coaft  to  about  Chriftmas  ;  at  other  times,  thej 
leave  the  bays  all  at  once  in  September,  and  no  more  is  feen 

.of  them  that  year. Haddocks  are  killed  on  this  coaft  alfo, 

and  in  fome  years  in  great  numbers,  and  they  are  commonly 
I   ,  larger 
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larf^r  and  fatter  than  in  almoft  any  other  plaoe  \  but  again  for 
feme  years*  few  or  none  of  them  are  found.  The  uncommen 
goodnefs  of  them,  and  the  other  fifii  caught  litre,  muft  be 
imputed  to  the  proximity  of  the  Atlantic  and  North  feas, 
and  that  there  are  fewer  in  purfuit  of  them  than  in  more  popu- 
lous places. 

In  the  year  1789,  three  Teficls  froiii  Murray,  bound  for 
Barra-head  fifliing,  being  forced  into  Inchardby  ftrefsof  wea- 
ther,  and  wind*bound  there  for  fome  days,  thought  fit  to  try 
their  luck  where  they  were,  and  met  with  wonderful  fuccefs 
in  killing  both  cod  and  ling ;  fo  that  they  were  in  fufpenfe, 
whether  to  proceed  to  Barra  or  remain  there.  They  declared 
that,  from  former  experience,  they  could  hardly  expe£l  fo 
great  fuccefs,  in  fo  (hort  a  time,  in  Barra ;  that  the  cod  hare 
were  larger  and  fatter  than  there,  at  the  fame  time  of  the  year  i 
and,  if  the  ling  would  come  in  their  proper  feafon,  which  was 
not  then  commenced  in  this  place,  in  as  gre^t  plenty  as  they 
ufed  to  do  at  Barra-head,  they  could  not  but  think  this  a  bet- 
ter fifliing  ftation  $  becaufe  what  ling  they  had  taken  here,  they 
found  to  be  Tcry  good,  and  rather  larger,  as  well  as  the  codt 
than  thofe  they  ufed  to  find  there ;  fo  that 'it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, had  the  joint  (lock  company  a  proper  reprefehtation 
laid  before  them  of  the  fitnefs  of  this  parifli  for  a  fifliing  fta- 
tion, they  would  confider  it,  (as  it  in  all  likelihood  is),  incom« 
parably  more  defemng  of  being  at  the  expeiide  of  an  eftablifli- 
ment  for  the  purpofe  of  fifliing,  than  either  Ullapool,  or 
Tobermorie,  or  perhaps  any  other  place  in  the  Highlands* 

IJlands. — In  Edderachylis,  and  on  the  coaft  of  it,  t^ere  is  a 
number  of  imall  iflands  of  difibrent  fises,  many  of  them  af- 
fording pafture  to  fmall  cattle,  efpecially  lambs,  in  fummer 
and  harveft.  In  thefe  fpots  they  require  no  herding,  and  are 
fafe  from  foxes.    The  only  inhabited  ifland  is  Handa.    It  is 

O  o  a  feparated 
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fcpanted  fimn  tke  inaia  laod  by  a  nanow  (buad,  thni^ 
vcflels  pafs  with  good  piiota.  Its  name  is  Cdtici  either  Aom* 
A  *<  the  ifland  of  one  colour,''  or  Jm-trnkb^  <«  the  iilaad  cf 
^  one  fide  ;"*  in  either  of  which  fenfes  the  appeDadon  is  joft 
and  applicable.  For  viewing  it  /rom  the  fea  upon  the  S.  it 
appears  wholly  duflcjr  and  green }  and  riics  gradually  by  a  gen- 
tle afcent  firom  the  fea  upon  the  S,  fide  towards  the  N.  lb  as 
to  confift  of  one  face  or  fide^  and  to  hare  nothing  upon  the  M. 
but  one  tremenduous  rock  of  So  or  loo  fathoms  high  b  fosne 
places.  It  is  a  mile  fquare,  having  fome  fertile  fpots  for  rear- 
ing com  and  hay»  but  the  natural  and  proper  application  is 
the  converting  it  to  a  (beep  walk,  as  there  no  foxes  could  an- 
|ioy  the  flocks,  nor  contagion  find  acpefs  |d  lU  The  pieleat 
lent  is  L.  lai^eriing*. 

Migratory 

«  HcfC  OQoe  Utad  fMt  Jdm  ttpMrnM^SmJUmt^  featlemaa  of  tlie 
^nt  M*Lcods,  «l^  were  •  bimch  of  the  M'Leods  of  X.e«ls,or  8bml  7Vr^ 
fnf.  He  vras  low  of  ftitue,  bat  of  auitchlefs  ftrenfth,  ^d  Ikill  in  anus  • 
keptalwsyfebiefyaorydlef  in  tbispboe  wH|i  isorio  amed  aea, ictt4y^ 
fiMraav  OBtsfpiise.  tanealledfebe  piaAifedpiracjr;  bntof  tbistbeieis  m 
cert*lat7.  Br  lOm  it  ifss  thftt  jodfe  Moriioa  of  Lewii,  of  wbon  |»» 
^crai  vefpeAabk  luniliet  now  living  there  afe  deficcnded^  wae  iUin.  Tikis 
judge  had  (Ong  James  VI's.  commi^Con  for  maintaining  ju(lice  and  good  or* 
der  in  tliat  oountrf ;  and  though  he  was  murdered  by  this  M^Lcod,  it  w«s 
fcr  no  periboal  quarrely  or  injury  done  KfLeod  himieif,  bot  in  icvcnge  of  his 
Mag  inftnimeatal  ia  pntthig  to  death  one  of  that  family^  who  aAsd  «s 
hUidof  iiewi%.  The  preceding  laird  pf  that  pkcedy^gwithoHtbwfelifliw^ 
|mt  leaving  a  number  of  natural  Ions,  (ibme  iky  60),  a  eontention  ara^  m^ 
snoog  them  about  the  fnoceSion  to  the  eftate.  The  eideft  being  not  io  p». 
polar  among  tlie  name,  u  one  other  elpedally,  the  ion  of  a  gentlewomaii 
whoie  parents  were  of  eoofiderable  iaihience  among  the  tribe,  was  obliged  to 
leave  Lewis,  aadKve  upon  the  main  land.  Judge  Merita  being  inform*, 
fd  that  tl|efc  was  a  Biaach  ve^empbrod  is  kitU^fifli  aptrary  to  bw  e^p. 
^  the  nelghboniiag  CQaft«  l^t  for  the  reputed  laird^  who  lived  near  that 
phce»  and  taking  aUb  a  party  along  with  him,  boarded  this  veflel.  nad 
^nade  ^  a  prise  \  Vat  whether  by  §ttdk  of  wc^cf  or  defiga^  they  cam* 
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Migratory' Birds.'^flxai  Handa  is  remarluble  for  being  the 
refoit  of  vaft  numbeiB  of  fea*fowl  of  different  kinds,  which 

about 

to  anchor  bdow  the  hoiiie  of  the  tUeSt  of  the  brothers  upon  the  Buin  land, 
who  in  this  way  getting  hit  rival  within  his  power,  had  him  immediately  pnt 
to  death  hy  hanging  him  up,  thinking  no  more  was  necei&ry  to  his  fnc- 
cecding  to  the  pofleiCon  of  the  cftate  of  Lewis.  Bnt  the  death  of  the  fa- 
vourite yoang  nan  &  irriuted  the  whole  dan  of  M*Leod,  that  they  re- 
lolTcd  nothing  except  the  death  of  the  jndge  flioald  atone  for  it,  and  this 
LhtUJAm  MitDboiiwMA  Hmjhiam^  bdng  uniTerially  reputed  thefitteftpcfw 
ion  for  this  enterprise,  it  was  committed  to  him  accordingly.  The  judge. 
informed  of  his  danger,  thought  fit  to  come  and  wait  on  the  mafter  of  Reays 
who  then  lived  In  Dinmeis,  about  the  Chriftmas  holidays,  in  order  to  prevail 
with  him,  to  proteft  him,  and  to  threaten  John  lyPI^eod  from  atttempting 
any  thing  againft  hun.  But  John  M*Leod  being  told  of  the  judge's  havii^ 
left  his  boat  at  Inverchirkak  in  Aifint,  waited  for  him  there  in  .his  return, 
flew  both  him  and  his  brother;  and  after  this  went  to  X^ewis  and  married 
the  judge's  widoww  On  account  of  the  barbarity  and  cruelty  of  the6 
M'lisods  at  this  time,  and  their  murder  of  a  very  pramifing  yooth  who 
was  the  rigHtfiil  heir  of  the  eftate  of  Lewis,  immediately  upon  his  coning 
home  to  his  eflate  from  Bdinbuigh*  where  he  had  his  education  under  the 
King's  eye,  and  this  murder  of  judge  Moriibn,  of  whofe  integrity  his  ma- 
jefty  had  a  high  opinion,  the  king  dlfpofed  of  Lewis  to  a  company  of  ad« 
ventures  from  ^e  and  Dundee,  whoTe  hUh»y  is  well  known. 

Among  the  numerous  iilands  on  this  coaft  is  one  called  SUb  m  Bhrw^  or, 
the  Uand  of  the  Judge,  from  the  above  mentioned  Judge  Moriibn.  Alter 
lie  had  been  (lain,  his  friends  in  Lewis  came  in  a  gdttey  to  bri^g  home  hit 
coffple  ;  but  contrary  winds  arifing  drove  them  with  the  body  on  board  to 
this  ifland,  where  they  found  it  eonvenient,  after  takiog  his  bowels  out,  to 
bury  them ;  and  the  wind  loon  after  chan^ag,  they  arrived  in  fiif ety  at 
home.  This  Ihiall  ifland,  which  fumilhes  good  pafture  for  lambs,  bci^g 
about  4  acres  of  extent,  Is  poflefled  by  the  prefent  minifter  of  S4deraefay« 
lis,  as  it  has  been  by  all  his  predeeeflbn  in  office  by  the  gift  of  the  fomily 
ofReay. 

AU  thefe  Ulands,  and  many  more,  fome  of  them  mhabited,  and  othen  af- 
fording excellent  paftnre,  and  of  confidomhle  extent,  from  Roe  a  Stoir  in 
Affint  to  Stroma  in  Orkney,  are  ftid  to  have  been  granted  in  propetty,  and 
^o4e4  Ml  a  charter  tq  one  Ferchaid  Moo,  a  native  of  Ida,  and  a  famous 

phyfidao. 
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about  the  end  of  April  every  year  come  to  it  to  breed  and  hatch 
their  young.  Their  numbers  are  fo  gveat,  that  die  whde  face 

of 

phyficitii,  at  his  own  reqneft,  by  oat  of  the  StewMtg,  Ki^gs  of  *^*'»»*iH, 
whom  he  h«d  cared  of  fomc  diftemper.  This  Fcrchifd  wu  phyfidaa  feo  the 
M'Kays  of  Far ;  and  received  fnom  them,  in  escfaaoge  for  his  ri^t  to*  theft 
iflands,  a  piece  of  ground  near  Tongue,  called  Mclnels,  where  he  laved  kon- 
felf,  and  ibme  of  his  oiTspring  after  him ;  hot  the  MVajs  feood  nMua 
to  recover  pofleiCon  of  Melneis  long  fince ;  and  yet  tt  is  faid  Fcrchaf4*s 
pofterity  remain  ftill  in  the  covntry  under  the  name  of  M^Kay. 

There  is  yet  one  fmali  ifland  in  a  f  refli  water  loch,  that  delerve  fime  no- 
ticei  on  account  of  memonble  events  that  happened  in  it.  It  lies  in 
Loch-Stack,  fo  termed  from  a  mountain  having  the  figure  of  a  Hack  of 
corn,  but  of  immenfe  height,  near  it«  In  this  fmaU  iihuMi  M^Kay  Laird  of 
Far,  chief  of  the  name,  had  a  hunting  houfe  with  a  finall  garden,  which  on 
occaiion  of  his  vlfiting  the  diftant  parts  of  his  foreft  in  the  homing  fealbn 
he  reibrted  to  for  ibme  time,  and  not  only  he,  but  after  him,  other  gentle- 
men have  been  in  ufc  to  paA  Tome  days  in  the  &mc  place,  when  emptoTed 
in  the  diverfion  of  hunting.  While  Sir  Hugh  M'Kay  of  Far,  the  fiathcr  of 
Donald  firft  Lord  Reay,  happened  to  pafs  fometime  in  this  ifland,  it  waj 
the  cuftom  of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  to  make  him  and  his  compa- 
ny prefents  of  millc,  frefh  meat,  butter,  and  chcefc ;  and  in  this  way  the  wife 
of  a  man  occupying  the  next  firm  or  grating  called  Loan,  who  feems  to  hsve 
been  of  the  better  ibrt,  came  to  him  wi^h  her  preftnt  alio;  and  beii^  a  yomig 
woman,  and  as  it  would  feem  of  uncommon  beauty.  Sir  Hi^  took  a  fancy 
for  her  peribn,  wanting  her  to  gratify  his  fenlual  inclinations ;  but  fikc  ffc- 
)t(ied  his  propofal  difdainfully,  telling  htm  (he  would  not  live  to  commit  fiich 
a  bafe  ^eed,  while  her  own  hufband  lived,  and  lb  wanting  to  return  home 
Ihe  found  flic  would  not  be  permitted  to  leave  the  ifiand.  Next  day  Sir 
Hugh,  with  one  or  more  attendants,  took  a  walk  towards  the  honft,  wbcre 
the  hufband  lived,  and  dcfired  him  to  come  along  with  them  as  they  retrnn- 
ed  to  the  Ifland,  which  as  he  was  doing,  either  Sur  Hugh  himfdf,  or  lome 
of  his  gompany,  ftepping  behind,  all  at  once  ran  him  thnftogh  the  body  with 
a  durk,  took  off  the  head,  which  they  brought  carefully  along  with  theaa, 
and  upon  their  rettfrn  prefented  to  his  wife.  Then  the  poor  woman  femr* 
ing,  by  perfifling  in  her  oppofition,  to  meet  with  her  hiiA»iid*s  fiOCy  was  c»- 
bilged  to  fabmit  to  Sir  Hugli*t  mdioattons,  and  of  that  oomaeroe  was  I>o« 
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of  thefe  tremendous  rocks,  and  the  fea  in  the  neighbourhood, 
appear  covered  with  them*    There  they^remain  all  the  fum- 

mcr 

aaU  M'Ka7  b^t»  wlio  was  the  lirft  Uud  of  Bddendiylii  of  the  name  of 
M^Kay. 

Who  the  earikft  inhabitants  of  Edderacbylis  have  been,  is  not  now  eafi- 
If  diiboretable.  After  the  mod  diligent  inquiry  among  the  oldcft  and  moft 
ijitelligent  people*  all  that  can  be  learned  is*  that  two  or  three  centuries  ago 
this  place  was  but  thinly  inhabited ;  and,  that  the  inhabitants  were  fuch  as 
held  their  pofleffioos  by  no  legal  tcmtre,  paid  no  rent,  aud  acknowledged  no 
Undhird  or  fiiperior.  Tlie  firft  who  are  faid  to  hare  held  it  in  property 
«ere  M*Leods,  a  branch  of  the  Lewis  family^  or  5Aif/  Torfuil :  but  prior  to 
their  eftabliOunent  as  proprietors,  tradition  reports  that  in  the  time  of  the 
Norwegean  kingdom  of  the  weftem  ifles,  thefe  iilanders  made  frequent 
descents  upon  the  eoaft,  and  fomedmes  not  without  bbodflied,  while  they 
attempted  phindering  the  few  inhabitants  of  their  cattle,  and  carrying  them 
dlThi- their  boats.  The  hft  of  the  M^Lcod  family,  who  died  the  acknowled- 
ged proprietor  of  Bdderachylis,  and  ieems  not  to  have  been  of  the  family 
of  A£nt,  was  called  JMaibt  a  Ld/Ur  ;  probably  on  account  of  the  firft  or 
ytincipal  man  of  the  tribe  being  remarkable  for  (kill  in  makiog  arrows* 
tor  Macht  a  Lit/it  \^^\ytJBnl&f^*^^e  ion  of  the  arrowroafcer."  He  having  09 
children  by  his  wife«  brought  over  from  Afltnt,  a.nephew  of  his  wife»  called 
James,  the  loo  of  Roderick,  the  ion,  John  Moir  M'Leod,  to  live  In  family 
with  him,  and  fucceed  him  in  the  podeHion  of  the  eftate  at  his  death, 
which  accordingly  happened ;  but  he,  bring  of  a  turbulent  and  fa£lipus  dif* 
poGtioB,  had  quarrels  with  icvcral  of  his  neighbours,  particnlaHy  the  Mo* 
riiflos  of  Diumeis  and  Aflitr,  ibme  of  whom  he  put  to  death.  The  Laird 
«f  Fair  alio.  Sir  Hii|^  M'Kay,  having  occafion  to  remit  a  Turn  of  money  to 
Bdiahnrgh,  thcbeassr  of  it  next  day  returned  to  him,  after  being  robbed  ooly 
ene  day's  journey  from  his  houfe,  by  a  party  of  armed  men  having  their 
tees  ^ifoiftd  with  bkck  paint,  whom  every  one  fuppofed  to  have  been 
ftnt  vpoa  that  enterprize  by  James  M'Leod  of  Bdderachylis.  As  the  Mo- 
filbos  of  themTeives  were  not  able  to  bring  James  to  talk  for  the  injuries 
done  tbemielves,  they  contrived  a  plan  for  it,  by  bringing  the  M'Kays  to 
their  aiCftuice.  The  principal  man  of  the  name  of  MoriTon  at  that  time 
M  Aihir,  had  in  his  houfe  and  funily,  a  baftard  Ton  of  the  Laird  of  Farr's 
(Donald  M*Kay)the  ikme  already  mentioned,  as  begot  In  the  iiland  of  Loch* 
BCMfc  I  him  he  pvopoied  bolhtct  the  M'S^^s-  snd  to  his  ova  frieads,  to 

be 
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mer  and  hanreft  till  the  middle  of  September,  when  Oey  tm- 
grate  no  body  knows  whither.    JMany  of  thofe  who  lire  near^ 


efk 


be  laird  of  Eddcftcbrlls,  if  hf  their  joiat  cftits  Janet  IfLeod  wis  i 
awar  whh ;  and  all  agrveii^  tp  this  propolal,  the  plan  for  eflcOing  it  ^ 
to  engage  a  cooiin  of  Jamea  M't«od's,  ooe  DoaaU  liTLeod,  60  to  M«r- 
dow,  ibo  to  John  Mdr  of  Adint,  to  take  avsf  hie  life :  thia  bdueii,  be 
wal  reckoned  the  Bkdieft,  and  fitteft  to  perform,  being  a  nolBtioaa  nifiaii, 
and,  in  order  to  binder  James's  friends  from  pralecuting  revci^  aftenmrds 
when  the  deed  ihoiild  be  perpetrated  by  one  of  themfehres.  The  reward 
promiftd  Donald,  induced  him  readily  to  nndeitake  it,  which  was,  that  h« 
ibonld  hive  the  half  of  Edderach}^  for  hhnfelf,  and  his  oflsprin^  and 
that  the  mother  of  this  Donald  AfKay,  the  baflard,  (bonld  become  his  wife. 
Hereupon,  a  party  of  the  Morilbns  from  Aflur,  headed  by  Dooakl  WKxf 
Che  baflard,  and  Donald  lyPX^eod,  who  amoqg  other  qoalilicatioos,  was  isw 
companbly  ddlled  in  handlii^  the  longbow,  marched  in  a  dark  mnmlwg 
iar  Edderachylis,  though  net  direOiy  towards  Seonry,  where  James  M'Lcod 
liTcd,  but  to  Ibme  other  places  nearer  them,  where  James's  bed  friends,  and 
ableft  fupporters  dwelt,  in  order  to  dlipatch  them  6t(k\  which  haTii^  dome, 
and  three  or  fror  men,  whom  they  fnrprized  in  their  beds  in  their  levcral 
dwelUng^  cniclly  flain,  they  proceeded  to  Scoary  {where,  after  flaying  two  or 
three  more  of  the  M*Leods,  they  found  James,  upon  getting  Ibme  neta^ 
of  their  approach,  had  taken  flielter  in  a  finall  honle  he  had  ibmetime  ^- 
fore  bailt  in  the  middle  of  a  bke  in  Seonry.  But  with  arrows,  havii^  firw 
bound  to  them,  this  hooft,  beii^  thatched  with  ftiaw  or  reeds,  was  iboo 
made  to  blase,  when  he  was  obliged  to  come  out ;  whereupon  Donald,  lun 

*  coufin  german,  killed  him  dead  with  a  muiket  bullet.  And  as  Jamea  had 
a  Ton  of  his  along  with  him  in  this  ifland,  Donald  did  for  him  alio;  frv  a£« 
tcr  he  had  fwam  to  the  farther  fide  of  the  lake,  and  endeavoured  to  na  lor 
his  life,  he  flew  him  with  an  arrow  from  bis  long  bow. 

James  NfLeod,  or  M*Rory,  being  in  this  manner  flaia,  OMmld  thoqgjbt 
himfelf  fore  of  pofie^ng  at  leaA  half  of  Edderachylit,  aeoordiqg  to  agree* 
ment,  but  here  he  found  Umidf  miftaken  \  the  Morifimt  now  told  him,  he 
muft  be  content  with  Ibme  other  reward,  fior  that  Donald  BifKay  mnft  have 
ail  Edderachylis  :  whereupon  Donald  in  a  rage  declared  that  would  not  do^ 
and  immediately  betaking  himfelf  to  his  friends  in  AlEnt,  in  a  Ihoft  time  re« 

turned  with  a  body  of  men  to  take  pofieflion.  But  the  Morilbas,  aware  of  his 
aaotioas,  prepascd  to  meet  and  ^g^t  him  vpuQ  his  firft  tnttriag  thacamtvyt 


rf  Edderacbylis.  297 

eft  this  ifland,  as  well  as  its  inhabitants^  make  it  their  burinefs, 

as  often  as  they  can,  to  come  with  boats  to  this  place,  and 

Vol.  VI.  P  p  befidcs 

aod  ai  botb  parties  were  ready  for  an  engagefaient  ia  a  place  called  Maldf  , 
Sir  Hugh  M*Kay  of  Far  prefented  himfelf  to  them  upon  the  top  of  a  hill 
hard  by  with  300  men,  and  finding  how  matters  Hood,  immediately  called 
both  before  him  to  a  conference  in  order  to  an  accomodation,  which  none 
of  them  durft  refufe.  At  this  interview  Sir  Hugh  propofed  to  Donald 
M'licod,  that  he  fliould  refign  his  pretenfions  to  Edderachylis  in  favour  of 
his  Ion  Donald,  and  that  he  himfelf,  in  confideration  of  his  doing  ib,  would 
grant  him  other  land  near  himfelf,  called  the  Davoch  of  Hope,  as  alfo  Do* 
jiald  M'Kay's  mother  to  be  his  wife  ;  which  propofal  he  at  once  agreemg 
to,  the  whole  difference  ended  and  peace  and  harmony  took  place.  This 
promUe  Sir  Hugh  anally  fulfilled,  giving  Donald  the  Davoch  of  Hope,^ 
where  he  lived  to  an  extreme  old  age,  with  a  family  of  fix  or  fevcn  ions, 
continuing  the  fame  ruffian  to  the  laA.  He  was  buried  in  the  kirk  of  Di- 
nmcJs,  where,  upon  the  (buth  wall  on  the  infide  of  the  building,  there  is  m 
monnmcttt  of  his  with  the  initials  of  his  name,  and  his  arms  cut  out  in  the 
ftone,  and  the  year  1619.  What  became  of  the  Tons  cannot  be  difcovered, 
but  the  lands  of  Hope  are  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Reay  family,  as  a  part  of 
their  eftate. 

In  this  manner  came  Edderachylis  into  the  hands  of  the  M*Kays,  or  that 
branch  of  them  who  call  themfeives  the  family  of  Scoury ;  but  of  them 
there  were  ooiy  three  proprietors  before  it  became  a  part  of  the  eftate  of 
Reay ;  the  firft  of  theie  was  Donald  already  mentioned,  the  fecond  his  ion 
Hugh,  and  the  third  his  Ton  Hugh,  who  was  the  famous  general  M*Kay 
commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  Scotland  under  King  William  III.  He 
was  bom  in  Scoury,  this  pari(h,  and  as  George  Lord  Reay  married  his  daugh* 
ter,  he  gave  him  Edderachylis,  as  her  tocher. 

Next  as  to  Afiiir  or  Fafhir,  the  northern  part  of  this  parifli,  which,  as  be« 
fore  obferved,  was  the  waile  or  uninhabited  parts  of  Diuroefs.  It,  as  well 
as  Diurnefs,  as  far  back  as  our  information  goes,  was  church-lands,  belong* 
ing  of  old  to  the  bi(hoprick  of  Caithneis,  and  they  were  diipo/cd  of  by  one 
of  the  Popilh  biOiops  of  that  fee  to  a  Lewisman,  one  Ajr  Moriibn,fonof 
Norman,  who  coming  by  Tea  for  a  cargo  of  meal  to  Tburfo,  near  the  Epif  • 
copal  feat,  happened  to  fall  in  love  with  a  filler  of  the  bifhop's,  and  married 
her,  and  as  her  tocher  received  all  Diumefs  and  Afliir,  a  good  and  extcn« 
fire   higbhmd   eibtc.      What   was    the   name    of  this   country,    prior 

to 
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bcGdes  catching  and  killing  great  nusiben  of  thcmt  to  die  great 
benefit  of  their  families  in  the  way  of  proviGon,  they  nuke  con* 
fiderable  profit  of  the  feathers,  bartering  them  commonly  for 
an  equal  weight  of  wool.  The  fleih  of  the  birds,  (the  yoang 
ones  excepted),  has  a  fiihy  tafte,  ofltnfiYe  to  moft  palates.  Three 
men,  at  difierent  times,  loft  their  lives  by  falling  from  the  rocks, 
where  they  were  unhappily  fcrambling  in  purfuit  of  them  and 
their  eggs,  in  the  memory  of  the  prefent  inhabitants. 

Mifceilantwi  Rtmarh,^lfi  Eddertchylis  is  plenty  of  all 
forts  of  game  i  deer,  roes,  mountain  hares,  which  vary  their 
colour  according  to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  beifig  white  in  win* 
ter,and  brownifli  gray  in  fummer ;  moor  fowls,  black  cocks,  and 

tarmjgans, 

to  this  cftnt,  catmot  feiow  be  afecrtained  fay  uAj  tn^ioiiftl  acoont;  b«t 
MorUba  sttliU  time  gave  it  its  piefcot  name  of  Dtiinieif«  fnm  the  place  ef 
his  natirity,  §6  tliat  it  cannot  be  oonliiieted  at  local  or  deicripdve ;  bnt  vp^ 
en  being  cftaWilhril  in  hia  newly  aoqnared  eftate«  he  brenght  orer  with  him 
from  Lewii  a  colony  of  no  icit  than  fixty  families,  moftiy  of  his  own  name, 
to  wlnrni  he  gave  lands  upon  his  own  prepcity ;  hence  h  is  that  the  name 
of  Mbriibn  is  ib  prevalent  in  theie  parts,  for  though  the  property  be  faUea 
ihto  other  iMads,  the  (bck  of  the  inhabitatita  remains.  Some  genesvtions 
after  this,  It  happened  that  the  defeendant  lineal  of  this  Jiy  SIorBbn  died 
childleft,  and  left  a  widow,  a  Sutheriand  woman,  daughter  of  one  Donald 
fiain  Matheleo  then  proprietor  of  Sheeneft.  This  woman,  findii^  hctielf 
ill  ttfed  by  her  bite  hnlband's  relations,  eloped  In  the  night,  carried  wkh  her 
the  righu  by  which  the  Morifons  held  Diumefs,  went  to  Don<4'iAiB,  the 
£arl  of  Sutherland*!  feat,  and  dciiTercd  thele  papers  into  his  hands.  PtT- 
Ibflfed  of  theft  rights  only,  the  Xarl  conlidefed  himfelf  as  intitlod  to 
chim  Dinmefs  for  himfelf,  and  conieqnently  had  great  bickerings  with  the 
Morifons  to  bring  them  to  pay  ront  to  him ;  but  they  continuing  obftinate 
and  rcfraAory,  and  bcfaig  encoorcged  in  an  nndeiwhand  manner  by  the  laird  of 
Far  and  his  agents,  the  £ari  at  lei^;th  became  tired  of  contending  with 
them,  and  agreed  with  the  bird  of  Far,  anceftor  Of  Latd  Rear»  to  gite  Di- 
vrncfs  to  him  for  a  leo  duty  of  60  marks  ih  the  jaati  aad  in  this  manner 
came  the  Reay  fsmily  to  be  poflaflcd  of  this  tftate,  -but  the  lisii  duty^ 
thoa^  ftiU  co&timied,  is  now  reduced  to  a  trifle     • 
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tarmiginsy  wild-pigeons,  partridges,  and  all  kinds  of  fmall 
birds,  with  great  varieties  of  fea  fowls* 

There  ate  in  the  pariih  confiderable  woods,  in  the  more  In- 
land parts,  fit  for  building  houfes,  and  making  farm  utenfils, 
moftly  birch,  and  far  from  the  (hore :  thofe  which  antiently 
grew  upon  the  (hore,  of  which  there  are  (till  fome  remains  in 
different  places,  have  been  deftroyed. 

There  are  s^ppearances  of  mines  in  this  pari(h,  which  have 
never  yet  been  inveftigated  by  perfons  of  (kill,  as  well  as  white 
marble,  particularly  in  Foinne  bbein^  a  part  of  the  deer  foreft. 
Near  Idand-Handa,  upon  the  main  land,  is  found  a  kind  of 
light  grey  coloured  (lone,  heavy,  and  perfedly  free  of  fand 
and  gritty  matter,  and  of  fo  fine  a  confidence  as  to  admit  of 
being  cut  and  fa(hioned  with  a  knife,  and  bored  through  with 
a  gimlet,  without  thefe  tools  being  hurt  by  it.  It  is  ufed  by 
many  for  finkers  to  their  hand  lines  in  fi(hing. 

The  air  is  reckoned  wholefome,  though  often  damp  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  ocean,  and  of  very  high  mountains,  but  the 
frequency  of  very  violent  ftorms  purifies  it.  The  thatched  hou* 
fes,  which  all  the  houfes  hef  e  are  to  a  very  few,  require  a  new 
cover  every  year  to  render  them  water  tight ;  and  the  ftufF  u« 
fed  for  this  purpofe  is  either  ftraw,  long  grafs,  ru(hes,  fern,  or 
heath^butthis  cover  muft  be  bound  artfully  with  new  ropesmade 
of  either  heath,  draw,  or  the  crops  of  trees  twifted,  all  which 
occafions  no  fmall  trouble  and  expence  to  the  inhabitants,  yet 
without  them,  every  houfe  would  infallibly  be  unroofed,  and 
deftroyed  in  a  (hort  time.  Rains  here  are  frequent  and  heavy, 
but  not  quite  fo  frequent  as  in  moft  places  to  the  S.  of  this 
coaft,  and  the  weather  is  generally  milder  ;  for  though  fnow 
falls  deep  fometimes,  and  remains  long  upon  thehigheft  moun- 
tains, yet  upon  the  (hore  it  is  feldom  of  any  continuance,  for 
the  expofure  to  the  S.  W.  and  the  (belter  from  the  ftorms  of 
the  N.  and  £•  by  the  hills  and  rocks,  render  tlie  habitations 

P  p  z  comfortable ; 
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comfortable  \  fo  that  manj  of  the  cattle,  cowSy  and  horleSf  ai 
vftW  as  fheep  and  goats,  lie  in  the  fields  without  being  houfed 
at  all  the  whole  year,  and  look  and  thrive  better  than  fuchashave 
been  houfe  fed.  Vegetation  alfo  commences  early  in  thefe 
parts  \  but  the  ground  for  hufbandry  is  never  begun  to  be 
broke  up  till  March,  as  rain  and  wet  weather  before  that  pe- 
riod is  reckoned  more  hurtful  to  it  in  that  fituation.  April  19 
the  feed  time  for  oats,  and  May  for  potatoes  and  bear  ^  and 
in  Auguft  and  September,  all  the  harveft  work  about  hay, 
bear,  and  oats,  are  performed,  and  thefe  are  all  gathered  in 
.with  favourable  weather  againft  the  beginning  of  Oflobcr. 

There  have  been  fcveral  inftances  of  longevity  in  this  pari(h; 
and  at  p^fent  there  live  in  it  two  or  more  men  betwixt  80  and 
90  years,  one  of  whom,  with  good  weather,  travels  fourtniles 
to  hear  fermon,  and  returns  the  fame  day  to  his  houfe. 

There  are  none  living  in  this  parifli  having  any  property  In 
hnd,  for,  as  has  been  already  obferved.  Lord  Reay  is  fole  pro- 
prietor of  it,  though  there  are  feveral  families  of  confiderable 
fubftance  in  the  grazing  way,  poiTeffing  extenfive  pafture 
grounds  ;  but  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  parifhioners  are 
fubtenants  of  the  tackfmen  of  the  family  of  Reay.  And  though 
Lord  Reay  exa£ts  no  fervices  for  his  own  particular  behoof 
from  the  people  of  this  parifh,  which  lies  at  a  great  diflance 
from  his  own  feat  at  Tongue ;  yet  that  is  not  the  cafe  with 
rcfpeft  to  the  tackfmen.  They  parcel  out  among  poor  people, 
as  under  tenants,  fuch  farms  and  out  (kirts  of  their  poiTefiions 
as  they  do  not  labour  for  their  own  immediate  behoof,  upon 
condition  of  paying  the  full  rentof  their  diiFeieni  fmall  holdings, 
and  fome  other  fmall  items ;  befides  thefe,  the  fubtenant  en- 
gages to  perform  fuch  and  fuch  fervices,  by  fea  or  land,  as 
their  mailers  affairs  may  require ;  efpccially  in  harveft  and 
fpring,  they  muft  be  ready  at  a  chII,  to  do  what  work  may  be 
afligned  them  \  and,  as  they  have  no  leafe  for  their  poiTciTions, 

the 
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the  mafters  orders  cannot  be  difputed,  but  at  the  rUk  of  beii^ 

turned  out  at  the  term,  when^  with  the  chara£ter  of  being  re- 

fradorjr,  no  other  tfickfman  will  be  ready  to  receive  themi  and 

they  muft  be  fet  a-driftj  which  is  a  dreadful  fituation  to  a  poor 

man  with  a  wife  and  family.     A  tacklman^  whofe  lands  are 

cxtenfive,  has  it  in  his  power  in  this  manner  to  eafe  himfelf  of 

a  good  deal  of  expence  in  the  way  of  hiring  fcrvants  to  do  his 

work,  which  is  a  great  advantage,  efpecially  in  fuch  a  place  as 

Edderachylis,  where  fervants  are  fcarce  by  reafon  of  fo  niany 

of  them  being  employed  in  kelp,  fifliing,  and  the  management 

of  cattle.    The  rents  therefore  each  of  thefe  fubtenants  will 

have  to  pay,  muft  not  exceed  what  will  be  barely  fufficient  for 

his  circumftances,  aos.  or  peihaps  los.  and  often  not  fo  much, 

that  the  tackfmen  may  have  as  many  hands  to  work  for  him  as 

poilible ;   but  as  he  gives  them  qprnmonly  their  maintenance 

when  he  employs  them,  to  eafe  himfelf  in  this  article  he  calls 

them  out  the  feldomer. 

Servants  being  fcarce  in  this  country,  feme  tackfmen  ha^c 
fallen  upon  a  way  of  providing  themfclves,  by  giving  a  piece 
of  land  equivalent  to  the  wages  of  a  fervant  for  a  year  to  a 
nan  with  a  family,  on  condition  of  giving  him  his  fervice  for 
one  half  of  that  time,  by  alternate  weeks,  and  paying  half  the 
rent  of  the  land  along  with  this  fervice.  But  the  fitted  and 
bcft  kind  of  fervants  for  this  country  are  the  domeffcc  kind,  hav- 
ing no  family  of  their  own.  About  30  years  ago»  and  later, 
the  bed  men  fervants  here  were  hired  for  7  or  8  merks  in  tha 
half  year;  but  now,  tliey  muft  have  2os*  with  perquifites: 
—the  btft.maid-fervants  then  were  fatisBed  with  3  merks  wa- 
ges in  the  half  year ;  but  now  they  get  6  or  8  merks,  alfo 
with  perquifues.  Many  fervants  of  both  fexes  have  of  late 
fallen  into  a  way  of  going  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  nation, 
where  menial  fervice  ftands  higher ;  and  ytt,  when  diftrefs 
overtakes  them  there,  they  often  make  their  way  back  to  their 
I  friends 
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firiends  in  this  countrfi  and  become  a  burden  to  them.  Many 
alfo  hare  entered  into  the  army  as  recruits;  and  fereral  ffnd 
employment  on  board  the  bounty  fleet  in  catching  herrings  ; 
whilft  women  and  children  make  fome  money  by  gutting^  tec. 
There  are  but  few  in  this  parilh  that  may  be  called  real  ob- 
]e£ts  of  charity.  The  native  inhabitants  are  ail  conneded  by 
blood,  and  few  ftrangers  dwell  among  them,  fo  that  they  siffift 
each  other,  and  fcarccly  any  are  in  want  of  bread.  The  poor- 
eft,  to  a  very  few,  have  fome  cattle  which  diey  can  call  their 
own ;  and  if  any  go  afbout  for  charity  as  beggars,  they  are  com- 
monly fuch  as  come  from  diftant  pari(heS|  or  perfeQ  ftrangers. 
Hie  only  public  fund  for  relief  of  the  poor  in  this  place,  b  the 
Sabbath  collections,  which  is  diftributed  by  the  SeflSon  once  in 
the  year^  or  in  two  years ;  and  its  annual  amount  is  conunon* 
ly  from  L.  3  to  L.4  ;  but  in  times  of  a  great  herring  fiflbing 
ii  exceeds  this  fum,  for  many  of  the  bounty  fifliers  attend  pub- 
lic worfhip,  too  often  for  information  where  the  fi(h  abounds 
moft,  than  on  account  of  devotion.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the 
toleration  allowed  by  law  to  fuch  men  to  profecute  their  fiftiing 
upon  Saturday  evenings  and  Monday  mornings,  is  too  often  a- 
bufed  by  breaking  the  Sabbath  reft.  Yet  there  are  among  them 
who  feldom  or  never  fend  out  any  boats,  either  on  the  Saturday 
'  evenings  or  Monday  mornings,  and  yet  they  are  known  to 
make  out  their  cargoes  as  foon  as  the  others,  for,  as  they  de- 
clare thenrfdvcs,  their  men  exert  themfelves  more  vigoroufly^ 
in  confeqaence  of  that  reft,  all  the  week  over,  fo  as  to  prove 
more  fuccefsful  *. 

It 

*Taie  ovlf  aomHiento  »f  antli|Qaer  ia  tbis  ptrifli  ne^tfir  nSns  of  Iter 
arr  ftone  railed  towen,Xiipjo&d  to  ka^e1>caiUievwik  of  iie  Morw^taas* 
Two  of  theiD  have  beea  uied  m  oemeteries  for  boiytBg  tht.dead  dova  t»  Uie 
prefent  tuBct,  which  pra<ticc  jud  its  apTe  jprt^shly  i99Bi  thuir  >dqg  a  iccct- 

ritr 
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It  18  pleafant  to  obferve  the  progreffive  ftate  of  civilization 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  in  this  place  in  particu- 
lar, compared  with  the  ferocity  and  bs^rbarity  of  the  laft  cen- 
tury. Then,  a  Swedifii  veflcl  of  confiderable  (ize,  happen* 
ing  to  caft  anchor  in  Kyles-cuin,  attraded  the  rapacious 
attempts  of  fome  young  men  in  the  neighbourhood  \  who,  to 
the  number  of  X2,  boarding  her  in  the  night  with  blackened 
faces,  (hot  the  captain  in  his  cabin,  maftcred  the  crew,  wound- 
ing fuch  as  refiftedj  and  then  carried  off  all  they  coveted  of 
the  goods,,  leaving  the  remaining  part  of  the  hands  to  fail  off 
with  their  fliip*  Next  year,  another  (hip  appearing  on  the  coaft, 
and  continuing  to  hover  nearer  land  than  any  of  the  beholders 
could  underftand  the  meaning  of,  a  number  of  men  from  the 
(bore,  obferving  her  motions,  took  a  boat,  and  made  towards 
heri  but  approaching  pretty  near,  faw  feverai  men  from  the 
ibip  jumping  into  the  long  boat,  armed  with  muflcets  and  o* 
ther  weapons  \  and  fo,  not  liking  their  appearance,  thought 
beft  to  flieer  off  with  all  fpeed  towards  the  (bore ;  but,  finding 
themfelves  purfued  by  the  long  boat,  and  ready  to  be  overtaken, 
they  landed  upon  the  firft  iiland  they  came  to,  but  in  landing 
received  the  fire  of  feverai  muikets,by  which  one  man  was  flain^ 
who  cried  out  as  he  was  dying,  <*  I  have  got  what  I  deterv* 
ed/'  meaning  his  having  killed  the  captain  of  the  Swedi(h  vef* 
fel,  for  he  it  was  who  (hot  him.  Upon  this,  the  long  boat  re- 
turned,  and  the  veffel  failed  off. 

Dlfidu^ittagis.  -— » I  •  The  want  of  arable  grpund  for  produ* 
ctng  corn.  With  the  beft  feafons,  the  crops  raifed  in  this  pa^ 
ri(h  will  hardly  be  fufficient  for  two*thirds  of  the  inhabitants  i 

yet, 

vitf  ffom  the  xvnfgu  of  ivol^ey,  wJucb  ^were  nnmermis  tml  deftrnQiTe  in  thi» 
conatrjr,  and  wkeie  tkey  were  not  wholly  deftiored  till  of  late. 
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yet,  by  being  (ituatcd  at  no  great  diftance  from  Caidmeisi  tfab 
difadvantage  is  in  fomc  meafure  obviated. 

2.  The  want  of  roads  wichin  the  country,  and  towards  other 
places.  Were  the  people  called  out,  and  made  to  work  upon 
the  roads  according  to  the  ftatute,  travelling  here  might  in  time 
be  rendered  commodious  and  eafy. 

3.  The  want  of  fchools.  There  is  indeed  a  legal  falafy  of 
100  merks  for  a  fchoolmafter,  but  that,  without  other  emolu- 
ments  and  fchool  fees,  is  no  fuflicient  encouragement  for  one 
properly  qualified ;  and  the  great  diftances  of  the  feveral  habi* 
tations,  and  the  want  of  fit  houfes  for  boarding,  render  it  im« 
poiTible  for  a  fchool  here  to  be  of  general  benefit  to  the  people. 
A  few  years  ago,  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriflian  Know- 
ledge gave  a  fchoolmafter  to  this  parifli  with  L.  10  of  falary, 
yet  all  at  once  thought  ,fit  to  remove  him,  becaufe  there  was 
no  greater  number  of  fcholars  than  1 7  attending  the  fchool ; 
yet,  had  they  duly  confidered  the  fituation  and  circumftances 
of  this  place,  they  might  have  eafily  feen,  that  granting  the 
means  of  inftrudiion  to  1 7  fcholars  in  this  remote  quarter, 
was  a  greater  charity  by  much  than  giving  a  fchool  to  a  popu- 
lous inland  parifh,  like  Kiltearn  in  Rofs-fliire,  which  could 
fo  eafily  maintain  a  fchoolmafter  for  itfelf,  and  yet  that  was 
the  place  to  which  they  removed  our  fchoolmafter. 

4.  The  want  of  communication  with  poft  towns,  which  is  not 
only  grievous  to  the  inhabitants,  but  alfo  a  public  difadvantage 
and  lofs.  This  is  a  place  of  general  refort  for  all  kinds  of  (hip- 
ping, on  account  of  the  many  excellent  harbours,  where  they 
ride  in  fafety  in  all  weathers.  Here,  therefore,  before  they 
face  the  North  feas  in  their  outward  bound  voyages,  they 
are  ready  to  put  in,  and  defirous  of  acquainting  their  em- 
ployers and  friends  with  their  condition  ;  and  alfo,  in  their  re- 
turn from  thefe  feas,  they  are  in  the  fame  way  willing  to  give 
information  to  tlieir  concerns  at  home.     Btfides,  the  fleet 

of 
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of  herring  iifiierS)  who  often  fpend  more  of  their  time  upon 
the  coaft  of  this  parifli  than  any  where  elfe^  becaufe  here  they 
find  mod  empldyitient,  hate  always  great  occafion  to  write 
home  concerning  their  affairs ;  and,  as  early  information  of 
the  date  of  the  fiihing  is  of  the  greateft  hnpoUance,  that  in- 
formation might  be  given  was  there  once  a  regular  commu- 
nication eftabliflied  with  the  neareft  poft  town :  the 'want  of 
this,  lad  feafonj  was  attended  with  immenfe  lofs ;  for  while  this 
fleet  were  loCng  their  time  doing  little  in  the  bays  to  the  S.  our 
creeks  and  harbours  were  full  of  the  fined  fifli,  and  there  was 
none  to  take  them  \  for,  as  the  inhabitants  had  no  fait  for  cur- 
ingy  and  could  find  no  buyers,  they  defided  from  killing  them. 
The  okpence  of  a  weekly  courier  from  hence  to  Tain, 
which  is  only  a  didance  of  40  miles,  though  too  heavy  for  the 
inhabitants  of  this  place,  would  be  only  a  trifle  to  the  public, 
and  would  be  richly  compenfated  by  the  benefit  arifingfrOm  it 
to  the  community.  At  prefent,  a  few  of  the  paridiioners  are 
at  the  cxpence  of  a  runner,  once  in  the  fortnight,  from  this 
place  to  Tongue,  a  didance  of  22  miles  and  bad  road|  wheri 
there  is  a  weekly  «ommunicaiion  with  Thorf#. 
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NUMBER      XXXIV. 

UNITED  PARISHES  OF  WISTOUN  AND 
ROBERTOUN. 

(county   and    PR£SBYT£RT  of   LANARK,   SYNOD   OP 
GLASGOW   ANI>  AIR.) 

By  tht  Rev.  Mr*  Josbpu  Henderson. 


Name  and  Extentm 
^npHE  pariflies  of  Wiftoun  and  Robertoun  were  united  in 
^  1772.  Robertoun  was  probably  fo  called  from  fomc 
eminent  perfon  of  the  name  of  Robert,  or  from  fome  opulent 
family  having  conferred  it  as  a  portion  upon  a  fon  of  that  name. 
— Wiftounj  in  old  papers  Woolftoun,  derives  its  appellation 
from  wool  ^  for  about  the  middle  of  the  viUage,  which  gives 
name  to  the  parifh,  near  the  church,  there  is  a  green  mounti 
called  the  Crofs,  where  in  former  times  wool  was  fold.  Situ- 
ated betwixt  the  low  and  the  high  bndsj  or  betwixt  the  arable 
ground  and  the  iheep  farms,  it  muft  have  been  a  convenient 
place  for  a  wool  market ;  and  fo  might  naturally  have  obtained 
the  name  of  Wools- town. 

The  uni  ted  parilhes  extend  about  5  milesalong  the  weft  banks 
of  the  Clyde,  whofe  courfe  here  is  nearly  from  S.  to  N*  It 
is  almoft  equally  extenfive  in  the  oppofite  direflion. 

JStritors^ 
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Heritors,  Agriculture,  Produce,  £fl*tf.»— The  heritors  arc  6  m 
number,  2  of  thefe  hav^  each  a  fmall  or  moder^ite  farm  in  the 
parifli.  One  of  them  farms  his  own  property,  which  is  part- 
ly inclofed  and  fubdivided.  The  prefent  Lord  Jufticc  Clerk  is 
the  only  confiderable  heritor.  He  has  a  feat  in  the  parifliy 
round  which  his  Lordfhip  has  made  great  improvements  in 
farmingi  plancingj  and  inclofing.  There  are  no  inclofures  or 
growing  timber  worth  mentioning  in  the  reft  of  the  parilh* 

The  mode  of  farming  which  prevails  here,  is  much  the  fame 
as  has  obtained  from  time  immemorial*  Even  about  the  vil- 
lage of  Wiftoun,  the  tenants  of  the  croft  lands  have  not  their 
pofleffions  feparately  divided,  but  intermingled  with  one  ano- 
ther in  fmall  fpots  here  and  there,  or  run-rig.  This,  however^ 
is  not  the  cafe  tlirough  the  whole  parifli.— The  foil,  efpeci* 
ally  about  the'  villages,  is  good,  and  the  land  lets  high.  There 
is  lime  in  the  parifli,  but  the  road  to  the  kilns  is  often  fcarcely 
paflable.  There  are  commonsi  moors,  and  mofles,  in  the 
parifli*. 

The  chief  produce  is  oats  and  barley,  which  are  allowed  to 
be  very  good,  and  much  more  than  fufficient  for  the  inhabi- 
tants, though  the  Gtuation  is  high,  and  the  climate  rather  cold 
and  damp,  which  often  occafions  late  harvefts.  The  crops 
here  have  been  very  defedive  (ince  the  year  178a  j  perhaps 
crops  1788  and  1791  may  be  conGdered  as  exceptions.— Thir- 
lage,  with  very  high  multures,  prevails  here.— Bcfides  arable^ 
there  are  a  good  many  flicep  farms,  particularly  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  parifli.  Several  farms  let  for  about  L.  100  per  an* 
num.  As  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  fo  here  too,  the  num- 
ber of  tenants  has  been  much  diminiflied  by  the  conjoining  of 
farms.— Agricultural  labours  and  improvements,  which,  to* 
gether  with  tending  cattle,  are  perhaps  the  moft  natural  and 
falutary  occupations  of  man,  do  not  flourifli  here.    Trade  and 

Q^  a  manufa£turQa 
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manufa^luret,  thougb  going  on  fo  briikly  in  Ac  pcighbour- 
hoodj  have  as  jet  inade  no  progrefs  in  this  panih  *• 

P^iJatan — ^Tbe  return  to  Dr  Webfter  in  1755,  from  WiS- 
toun,  was  591^  and  from  Robcrtoun,  ^i  i  i—  in  all,  1 1 02  Ibuk. 
In  fpring  17919  there  were  refiding  in  the  vnited  pariih  740 
yeribntt  370  nialeg|  and  3  70  females.  The  number  of  fami- 
lies tras  i8af  which  at  an  average  is  about  4  perlbns  to  a  fa- 
mily ;  97  of  thefe  families  confided  of  (ingle  perfons.  There 
were  a  14  married  perfons •  54  widowers  and  widows;  about 
140  under  9  or  10  years  of  age }  feveral  perfons  about  80, — 
one  8a, — one  83,"-^one  85, — and  one  88,  years  old*  Each 
of  thefe  pariflies  fcems  to  have  been  as  populous,  or  nearly  fo, 
50  or  60  years  ago,  as  the  united  parifh  now  is.  This  opini- 
on is  grounded  on  the  regifter  of  births  and  marriages,  which 
about  that  period  feems  to  have  been  pretty  accurately  kept,  and 
00  the  accounts  of  old  perfons  in  the  pariOi«  The  decreafe  is  ea- 
fily  accounted  for  :^»from  one  fanner  now  occupying  what  f»- 
▼eral  had  occupied  formerly  ;-i-from  arable  land  being  con- 
▼erted  into  ftore  or  (hecp  farms ; — from  a  greater  number  of 
cattle  and  horfe^  being  reared }"— and  from  people  of  late  years, 
particularly  young  perfons,  removing  to  places  where  there 
are  manufaflures  and  public  works.  Hence  one  caule  of  the 
great  pro^rtion  of  deaths,  by  a  number  of  pM  people  being 
left  in  the  pariih,  while  their  children  remove. — For  4  years 
preceding  1792,  the  yearly  average  of  births  in  the  united  pa- 
rifli  is  15  ;  of  marriages,  7  i  and  of  deaths,  16.  In  179 1,  1 1 
Kere  born,  and  21  died :  fince  the  commencement  of  1 792, 
4  have  (>een  bom,  and  1 1  have  died.  Frqm  fo  few  years  no 
certain  calculation  can  be  made :  however,  it  evidently  aippears 

that 

*  The  wages  of  rerraots  and  day*laboiircrs  have  rifen  much  of  late,  on  ac^ 

c«unt  of  the  great  demand  for  hands  at  the  public  works  and  manttfaAories. 
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c)mu  the  ntimbcF  of  inh^btunts  has  been  decreafing  rapidly  of 
bte^  and  continues  to  decreafe. 


Hoif/iSi  Difea/esy  and  FuiL The  houfes  here  in  general 

ate  bad*  A  good  many  people  die  of  a  kind  of  coQfumptions» 
conjoined  vith^  and  terminating  in,  rheumatic  p«iin$  and 
fw«lHng3 ;  induced,  perhaps,  by  living  meanly  iii  cold  damp 
uncomfortable  cottages.  Inoculation  is  little  pra^ltifed  here;* 
but  the  natural  fmall  pox  has  feldom  proved  fatal  in  the  pariflu 
The  fuel  is  coal  from  the  neighbouring  pariflies  of  Douglas 
and  Caripifhael*  The  price  was  much  advanced  fome  years 
agot 

P^n-*Therc  is,  ftri£Uy  fpcaking,  no  poor's  roll.  Thofe  in 
oeed  apply  occafionally,  as  deCred  and  encouragr;d,  to  the 
minifter  or  elders,  and  receive  fupply,  or  any  farmer  or  neigh- 
bour applies  for  them*  The  fick  are  fomctimes  afiilled  \  and 
iomi^  have  the  fchool-fees  of  their  children  paid  by  the  parifli. 
Since  1780,  the  coUeflions  at  the  church  doors,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  a  trifling  fum  of  public  money,  have  anfwered  the 
exigencies  of  the  poor.  Sometimes  the  cfie£bs  of  poor  per- 
fons,  who  have  received  much  from  the  public  funds,  are 
added  to  thefe  funds  at  their  death.  None  ftroll  out  of  the  pa- 
riib  to  foilicit  charity  \  but  vagrants  from  every  quarter  refort 
thither.  Generally  fpeaking,  the  poor  in  this  place  are  rea* 
fonable  in  their  demands,  and  live  contented  on  little :  this 
holds  not  only  with  refpe£l  to  thofe  who  apply  for  aid  from  the 
piiblic  funds,  but  to  many  other  houfeholdcrs.  It  is  fometimes 
neceflary  to  prefs  aid  on  the  necei&tous,  fuch  is  their  modcfty. 
-Sometimes  two  widows,  or  fmgle  women,  join  in  one  cottage, 
to  fave  boufe-rcnt  and  fuel  -,  and  many,  even  fuch  as  are  ad- 
yanced  in  life,  fupport  themfeJves  by  fpinning  flax,  and  work- 
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ing  in  harveft,  and  at  other  times.    The  rent  of  a  cottage  it 
about  i28.a  jear. 

Ecclefioftkcd  State  and  SiAoo/r,— There  arc  only  a  rery  few 
dtfienters  from  the  Eftabliflied  church  in  the  pariA. — ^Thc 
Crown  was  patron  of  Wiftoun,  the  family  of  Douglas  of  Ro* 
benoun.  When  the  pariflies  were  united,  it  was  fettled  that 
the  right  of  patronage  ihould  be  altematCj  the  Crown  having 
the  firft  turn* 

The  fchools  remain  as  before  the  parifhes  were  united,  there 
being  one  with  the  legal  falary  in  each  of  the  former  pariflies. 

Mifcellaneous  Remarks. — The  high  and  well  known  hill  of 
Tinto  (lands  on  the  borders  of  this  parifli.-— Dun- gavel,  a  de- 
tached beautiful  green  hill,  (lands  betwixt  Wiftoun  and  Ro- 
bertoun*  A  water  fpout  broke  upon  it,  Augnft  ad,  1768*. 
•—There  are  good  trout  in  the  Clyde,  as  alfo  in  two  fmall  riYcrs, 
the  one  running  through  Robcrtoun,  the  other  by  Wtdoun.— 
The  great  road  from  Carlifle  to  Glafgow,  by  Moffat,  paffes  thro' 
the  head  of  this  parift  •  There  is  a  pretty  good  road  acrofs  the 
pari(h,  made  fometime  ago  by  (latute- labour,  to  give  acce(s  to 
coal.  The  other  roads  here  are  very  bad.^The  greater  part 
of  the  people  live  in  fcattered  villages,  none  of  which  are  large* 
Robertoun  contains  above  30  families;— Wiftoun  about  30; — 
and  New-town  of  Wiftoun  much  the  fame  :  befides  thefe  there 
arc  fcveral  fmaller  villages,  of  about  8,  9,  or  10  families  each. 

*  This* event  is  defcribcii  in  the  Sccyts  Magazine,  for  the  month  of  Sep.  1768. 
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NUMBER     XXXV. 
PARISH      OF     LOTH, 

(pWESBrrERY  OF  DORNOCH,  SYNOD  OF  SUTHER- 
LAND AND  CAITHNESS,  COUNTY  OF  SUTHER- 
LAND.) 

Bj  the  Rev.  Mr.  Georgb  M^Culloch. 


Extent^  Rivers,  Fifherus,  {ff^.^ 

npHE  pari(h  of  Loth  lies  on  the  N.  fide  of  the  Murray  Firth* 
^  The  arable  or  inhabited  part  is  bounded  by  the  fea  on 
the  S.  and  S.  E.  and  on  the  N«  and  N.  W.  by  a  ridge  of  high 
mountains  running  parallel  to  the  ihore.  The  length  of  the 
pariffi  18  14  miles»  and  the  breadtbv  where  broadeft,  not  above 
^9  and  in  fome  places  not  j^  of  a  mile.  The  riter  of  Helia£- 
dal,  in  the  Celtic  AvonmHie^  near  the  northern  extremity  of 
this  diftridi,  ifiTues  from  a  number  of  lakes  in  the  parifli  of  KU* 
donnan ;  the  moil  diftant  of  whichj  for  they  are  joined  toge- 
ther^ borders  on  Strathnaver,  in  the  parifli  of  Far.  Its  courfe« 
from  the  laft  lake  to  the  fea,  is  from  N.  W.  to  S.  £.  for  the 
length  of  about  20  miles*  It  b  a  pity  there  is  no  bridge  at 
Helmfdale ;  as  all  travellers,  to  and  from  Caithnefs  and  Ork- 
ney, are  obliged  to  crofs  the  river,  which  they  do  either  by  a 
ford,  or  in  a  pafiagc-boat  i  but  in  a  fpeat,  the  one  method  is  im- 

praAicable^ 
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pradicable,  and  the  other  very  difficult.  About  a  mile  from 
the  mouth  of  the  riv^er  are  crairesfor  intercepting  the  (almon; 
and  the  privilege  of  filhing  here  is  rented  f ram  the  Sutherland 
family  by  a  company,  for  L»  133  fterling  perannum.  This 
company  has  of  late  ere£ied  a  boiling  houfe  at  Helmfdale, 
where  not  only  the  falmon  of  that  rivery  but  likewife  thofe  of 
Brora  and  Shin,  are  boiled  for  the  London  market.  The  ri- 
ter  of  Loth,  iieaf  the  other  extremity  of  the  partft,  has  no 
pelinanent  fource,  and  very  little  water  in  iiiffimer.  It  rifes 
in  tlie  neighbouring  mountains;  and  has  two  branches  which 
meet  at  a  fmall  village  called  the  Glen,  about  a  mile  above  the 
place  were  it  falls  into  the  fea.  This  Gieni  or  Glen«loth,  is 
a  fmall  farm,  fitter  for  prodsclng  gralii  than  corn,  and  has 
for  a  long  time  paft  been  the  refidence  of  one  tenant ;  but  of 
late,  feveral  families  have  begun  to  build  and  take  up  their  rc« 
fidence  to  the  N.  of  the  old  farm  houfe,  and  to  extend  their 
cultivation  towards  Duchal.  The  number  of  inhabitants  at 
prefent  in  this  tra£l,  which  may  be  called  &e  highlands  of 
the  pariih,  including  men,  women,  and  children,  amounts 
to  tf S  or  70  fouls*  it  is  up6n  the  fpot  where  the  hunting  hotifci 
mentioned  by  the  late  Mr  Alexander  Pope,  minifter  of  Reay, 
in  his  account  of  Sutherland  and  Caiihnefs,  publifhed  in  the 
Appendix  to  Pennant's  Tour,  ftood,  that  one  of  thefc  colonifts 
has  pitched  his  tent,  by  which  that  monument  of  antiquity 
is  deftroyed.  The  Piaifti  caaie  of  which  Mr  Popefpeaks,  is 
on  the  N.  fide  of  the  river,  about  a  furlong  below  the  place 
where  the  two  branches  meet ;  a  little  below  this  buildii^,  is 
the  catara£l  he  mentions.  It  is  impoftbie  to  coticeive  what 
could  induce  him  to  talk  of  fine  fifliilig  in  the  river  Loih,  for 
there  is  no  fuch  thing,  though,-  pethaps,  a  fiihnon  might  ^ave 
been  caught  in  it  occafionslly,  or  by  accident.  One  fummer, 
the  Hefanfdale  company  employed  a  boat  and  crew  for  about  a 
inon^s  in  the  mouth  of  the  Loth  3  they  caught  icveral  falmon ; 
2  but 
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but  the  fuccefs  was  not  ftich  as  to  tempt  them  to  continue 
their  operations.  This  riTcr  falls  into  the  fea,  in  a  channel 
cut  through  a  rock  20  feet  high,  by  Lady  Jane  Gordon,  Coun- 
tcis  of  Sutherland  **  Before  this  channel  was  cut,  the  courfe 
of  the  Loth  was  eaft ward  through  the  low  grounds  of  Crakag 
and  Lothmore*  This  river  is  very  rapid,  and  fometimes  im- 
pafiable  in  fpeats  \  upon  thefe  occafions  it  is  more  formidable 
to  travellers  than  Helmfdak,  becaufe  on  the  latter  there  is  a 
paflage  boat,  whereas  on  the  former  there  is  no  refource  but 
to  encounter  the  ftream.  A  Caithnefs  poll  was  drowned  in 
ottempting  to  crofs  it  in  i7J5>  and  an  excife  officer's  fervant 
periflied  in  it  in  the  fame  way  foon  afterwards*  There  are 
four,  rapid  bums  In  the  parifli  to  the  S.  of  Helmfdale,  befides 
ihe  bum  of  the  Ord  to  the  N«  of  it ;  in  the  laft  a  young  man 
and  his  wife  periflied  in  a  fpeat,  being  carried  down  by  tlie 
ftream  over  a  high  precipice,  about  ao  years  ago.  The  rivers 
and  bmns  abound  in  trout*  The  road  through  the  pariih  is 
dry,  and  would  anfwer  well  for  travellers  on  horfeback  and 
on  foot,  if  there  were  bridges  over  thofe  (beams  $  but  it  is 
not  adapted  for  wheel  carriages. 

&f7.  Manure,  Pre Juce.'^Thttoil  is  generally  good,  and  the  a« 
rable  part  of  it  in  conftant  culture,  produing  a  crop  every  year^ 
as  far  back  as  the  memory  of  the  oldeft  men  or  even  their  fathers* 
All  the  tackfmen  and  tenants  have  one  half  of  their  arable 
land  in  bear,  and  the  other  half  in  oats  and  peafe*  The  bear 
land  gets  two  furrows  and  is  manured,  but  that  for  oats  and 
peafe  gets  only  one  funow  without  manure ;  fo  that  the  land 
is  manured  every  fecond  year.  The  ordinary  manure,  and  what 
anfwers  beft  for  bear  is  fea-ware,  but  It  Is  believed  to  have  lit- 

Vol.  VI*  R  r  tie 

*  This  oTefttl  work  was  executed  1>y  that  lady,  during  her  fcn*s  minority. 
She  was  iikewife  the  firft  that  began  to  dig  fb&  coal,  at  Bron  in  the  neigh-  . 
Wttiog  pariih  of  Clyne. 


3^4  Statijikal  Account 

t\t  tfkOi  on  dR  fccond  ctdpy  fo  tint  in  moft  pldSiMft  tlic  difs 
turn  to  a  poor  account )  tbey  arc  alfo  frequendy  bftfted  ^iridi 
a  kind  of  fmall  vetch  tkat  oter-runs  tfat  ground  and  Mtxbjt 
ike  eiop.  Some  years  the  peafe  inforer  extfeniely  m^xSL^  bat 
at  other  times  they  entirely  fail.  The  fame  may  be  laid  of  the 
beans»  of  which  a  few  aie  fows  mftead  of  oats  Of  |$feafe  m 
deep  or  very  wet  grounds.  The  greit  depentkiMe  of  the  form- 
ers, dieiisfare,'  b  upon  the  bear^  of  isliich  die  parift  ylelA 
near  3000  bolh  yearly.  When  well  dieflfed,  each  boll  is  (cl- 
dom  below  18  ftone*weigfat,  and  often  a  ftone  or  two  more^ 
The  (oil  in  ibme  places  is  faid  to  be  well  adapted  for  lint,  but 
hkherto  die  aUenipu  to  tear  that  ufefid  plin(  Yskrt  been  fe# 
arid  feeUe,  atnd  therefore  not  fallowed  by  any  beneficial  «Bb£b. 
There  is  very  little  paftare  ground  in  the  low  parts  df  die  pa-> 
tiihi  and  therefere  few  cows  are  maintained  in  it  m  fommer. 
A  great  quantity  of  potatoes  are  railed,  hardly  an  tniiabitant 
of  the  partfh  but  has  a  phmtation  of  tfast  uftfttl  root,  whidi  h 
genenlly  planted  after  a  crop  of  bear,  and  prepares  Htut  groond 
for  anodier  crop  of  grain.  The  deer  of  die  foreft  of  StcitH 
are  very  troublefome  to  the  people  of  the  gto  in  flttittier  and 
harveft,  by  eating  their  corn. 

Renty  Stipend^  istc.—Tht  Countefii  of  Sutherland  has  the 
whole  propeny  of  the  pariihy  but  there  are  6  wad-fetters,  of 
whom  %  refSde.  Several  gentlemen  of  ptoperty  have  taicen'farms 
in  the  parifli ;  tfacfe  farms  are  provided  with  good  houfes  and 
offices,  and  fome  are  inclofed  with  ftone  dykes.  S3me  tackf- 
men  have  the  whole,  and  others  a  part.  Of  their  vidual-rent 
converted  at  ids.  per  bolt.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  2264 : 4 : 8 
Scotch.  The  real  rent  is  in  vi£lu^l  583  bolls,  i  firlot,  3peck^ 
and  2  lippies,  In  money  L.  298  :  12  :  li  fter..and  the  fifhing on 
the  river  of  Helmfdale  the  tliird  part  of  L.  400,  or  L.  133 : 6 : 8 
fter.  all  which,  converting  the  vi£lual  at  10s.  per  boll,  amount 

to 
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t0  L.  7 13 : 1 3 :  5i  Her.    The  ftipcnd,  bdudi^  L.  50  $CQt^ 
for  comv^nioa  eleaients^  is  L.  26 : 7  :  gj-  fter.  ^nd  5  ch?44er9 
of  be^r.    The  fchoolmafter's  falary  is  only  1 00  merks  Scotch^ 
and  th^re  waa  no  prpper  {chool  houfe  till  Ja/t  y^jur,  q^ 
^hic^  accoiiQlt  the  parKb  frequently  yira^ted  a  iSchPQh»af-~ 
ter.    At  prefeot  ifaens  is  a  decent  fichool-liouie,  and  betirixt 
30  and  40  fcholars  attend  it.    l^e  regifters  of  faaptifms  and 
marriages  have  hitherto  been  ill  kept,  and  frequently  negleft- 
ed«   The  number  of  baptlfms,  at  an  average,  amount  to  ^bout 
40,  of  marriages  24,  and  of  burials  ;6.    There  is  no  /va4  fpr 
thr  poor  hut  t)ie  w«e]^Iy  colledtonSf  which  arc  very  indLall,  fittle 
is  given  in  filter,  and  the  copper  is  frequently  bad.  The  tenants 
give  thek  alms  in  meal  at  their  houfes  or  at  the  mills,  and  the 
gentry  are  frequently  their  own  almoners.    There  are  5  ipjU- 
lers,  3  (mithsj  ai^d  7  or  8  wrights  y  bu(  (ome  of  them  have  , 
land,  and  hardly  any  )xvit  conftant  employmeiu  in  ttieur  dif- 
ferent departments.    There  are  al(b  taylors,  ihoemakcrs,  and 
weavers ;  but  tfaefe,  for  the  moft  part,  are  likewife  labourers 
and  cottars*  There  are  2  or  3  pedlars  that  import  from  Aber* 
deen  or  Glafgow  fuch  things  as  the  coipmoo  people  have  ocr 
cafion  for;  but  hardly  one  of  iben^  depends  eatirely  00  that 
fommcice  for  his  living*. 

R  r  2  Ftjberies^ 


f  All  the  tenants,  c^ttmrt,  and  fiAers,  pay  bodily  ierrice,  or  what  i«  called 
carnagBt,  to  the  badlord  or  tackfinen.  The  incumbent  having  applied  Xo  a 
pnrilhoner  in  whole  knowledge  and  integrity  he  had  great  confidence,  for  infor- 
BMtio^  on  this  fiibjeft,  received  this  anfwer ;  **  Yoor  inqniries  aa  to  iervices 
**  or  carriages  performed  by  the  fiibtenants  and  cottars  on  ny  farm,  in  oonfe- 
**  qnenee  of  fiir  John  aiadiar's  fltatiflical  qnerics,  having  fnggeiled  the  feUow- 
f^  tag  thonghtf  on  that  fnbjp^  yon  are  at  libeity  to  uie  them  as  yon  pieafe, 
>  yOiatever  the  natum  and  extent,  nfe  or  abuie  of  lereiees  were  formerly,  I 
i^  bdieve  they  are  n«w  gcaerallf  a  JUnd  of  eomatutationprent,  wliich  the 
^  foftdfES  of  narrow  and  detached  Tpots  ^  anblc  or  g;raft  gronnd,  on  the 

outskirts 
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Fifieriis^  Fuel  and  Minerals.  ^^Some  years  ago,  there 
fevcral  fiflung  boats  and  crews  of  fifliers  in  the  parilh,  but  now 

there 

**  oQt-IUrts  of  ft  property  or  farm,  pay  by  mntiial  agreement  to  the  pro* 
**  prietor  or  tacksman  in  lien  of  money  or  TiAual  rent,  or  in  part  of  the 
**  rent.  The  Icrriccs  performed  by  fuch  as  pay  no  other  rent  are  always 
**  peHbnil,  and  commonly  not  limited  to  a  certain  number  of  days,  tlioajh 
**  reihiAed  to  certain  fcafons  of  the  year,  and  to  particnlar  kinds  of  work* 
**  Yix.  iheariqg  in  banrcft ;  canying  the  com  from  the  ftacks  to  the  bams  in 
**  the  winter ;  delving  or  turning  with  a  fpade  fuch  comers  or  angles  of  a 
*'  field  u  the  plough  cannot  reach,  in  fpring ;  planting  potatoes,  cutting  or 
**  ^Heading  peats,  and  weeding  in  the  fields  and  gardens,  in  fnmmcr.  As 
**  thefe  fervices,  howerer,  and  the  cultnre  of  their  own  finall  poflcffioosf 
"  take  up  but  little  of  their  time,  and  as  the  produce  of  fuch  poflciBoas, 
^  commonly  does  not  ftrvc  to  mainuin  the  poiTcflbrs,  they  fubfifl  chiefiy, 
"  the  men,  by  being  employed  as  day-labourers  by  their  mafter  or  the 
^  neighbouring  fknners ;  the  women,  by  fpinning  lint  or  wool  for  prirate 
**  famlUes,  or  fiioh  as  are  concerned  in  mannfs^hirts. 

^  Bat  the  ierwices  of  fuch  as  pay  either  money  or  vifbal-rent  are  €aa^ 
**  monly  limits  to  a  certain  number  of  days  i  and  the  work  which  they 
**  with  their  cattle  ve  bound  to  perform,  is  fpecified,  fuch  as  ploughing  or 
*  carrying  manure,  cutting  and  carrying  home  a  limited  quantity  of  peats, 
**  and  (hearing  or  ftacktng  com  and  bay.  When  thele  fenrices  are  perforai- 
**  ed  faithfully  and  checrfuQy,  and  when  the  mafter,  whether  proprietor  or 
**  tacksman,  demands  no  more  than  an  equivalent  for  what  rent  the  grooni 
•*  fo  poflefled  is  worth,  both  parties  are  benefited  by  the  bargain ;  as  the 
**  mafter  could  not  always  get  his  work  fo  quickly  or  fo  cheaply  done  by  any 
**  other  hands,  and  as  it  is  eaTicr  for  moft  of  our  finall  tenants  and  cottars 
<*  to  pay  the  whole  or  part  of  their  rent  by  their  peribnal  Uboar,  or  that 
**  of  their  cattle,  than  to  pay  theffiill  value  of  their  pofielCons  in  money  or 
**  viQuaL  I  know  that  this  opinion  of  mutual  advanuge  from  fervices  has 
•*  been  contioveited,  and  the  pra£tice  in  gqieral  condemned  as  oppredive 
-*<  by  our  fimthem  neighbours  i  nor  will  I  deny,  that  where  fuch  mannf adores 
**  are  eftablUhed  as  are  fit  to  employ  perfons  of  both  feaes  and  all  ages ; 
**  and  that,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns  or  populous  mann^taaring  vil- 
*'  lages,  whcit  a  farmer  could  get  any  number  of  labourers  wanted  for  a  par- 
¥  tieuUr  putpofe  for  a  few  days,  the  (mall  tenanU  and  cottars  mig{bt  find 
<*  it  more  for  their  intereA  to  pay  a  proportional  rent  without  any  fervifesi 
«*  and  the  proprietor  or  tacksman  might  bring  his  outfields  to  a  better 

«  account, 
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there  is  only  one  crew,  and  the  remains  of  another;  and 
though  they  go  fometimes  to  fea  with  fmall  lines,  their  fub- 
fiftence  does  not  depend  on  their  fuccefs  in  fifliing }  there  are 
(everal  other  fmall  boats,  in  which  the  tenants  and  cdttars  fifh 
occafionally  with  hand-lines,  near  the  lhore,^when  the  wea- 
ther and  their  other  bufinefs  permits  them  to  be  fo  employed. 
For  the  two  years  pad,  the  inhabitants  derived  little  advantage 
in  the  way  of  fi{hing  from  their  vicinity  to  the  fea,  as  they  had 
not  their  ufual  fuccefs ;  but  appearances  begin  now  to  be 
more  favourable*  — —  It  is  an  ordinary  cuftom  widk  the  fifhers 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Firth,  and  on  the  Firths  of  Inverneft^ 
and  Cromarty  to  repair  to  the  coaft  of  the  pariih  of  Loth  to 
fifh  in  the  fpring  and  fummer  feafons,  whence  they  generally 
carry  home  their  boats  fully  loaded.  The  coaft  is  in  fome  pla« 
cc8  rocky,  in  others,  a  fandy  beach.  There  are  feveral  boat* 
harbours  on  the  (hore,  but  that  of  Culgour  is  accounted  th^ 
bcft*  G)nnoiireurs  fay,  that  a  pier  for  ihips  could  be  ereAed 

«t 

^  ifiooontt  than  Vy  letting  them  ton  occafional  fervlccs.  But  wheie  tlieii^ 
•*  are  neither  popaloos  towns  nor  villages  in  a  neighbourhood,  nor  mamifacw 
**  tares  of  any  kind  introduced,  except  perhaps  a  little  fpinning  of  lint,  and 
<*  where  the  country  is  at  the  fane  time  populous  in  proportion  to  the  de. 
«*  mand  for  labouring  and  to  the  means  of  fbbJiftence,  I  iSw  ao  other  alter* 
**  native  in  the  power  of  imall  proprietors  or  tacksmen,  than  either  to  aU 
^  low  theTe  poor  po^  tp  continue  in  their  pofleffions  as  formerly  on  eqni- 
«*  table  termy,  or  by  removing  them  frpm,  and  depriving  them  of,  prefent 
**  means  of  fubfiftence,  to  fprce  them  to  emigration  or  beggary.  Which  of 
•«  thefe  akematives  is  mod  condftent  with  the  feelings  of  humanity,  or  moft 
**  likely  to  be  conducive  to  the  public  latereft,  is  not  difficult  to  •determine* 
«*  It  is  devoutly  to  be  wUhed  that  manqfaAnring  viUages  were  eftahliflied  id 
^  every  comer  of  our  country,  ta  that  the  Ipwer  dafs  of  people  might  have 
**  it  in  their  power  cither  to  contini^e  as  they  are,  or  to  earn  -their  livelihood 
**  entirely  as  day  labourers,  or  by  carrying  on  fome  ufeful  branch  of  manu- 
f  fadurc/*  After  all,  a  few  only  are  fo  indulgent  to  the  poor  as  my  corrr« 
Ipondent,  yet  they  iecm*  to  enjoy  life  under  thofe  that  treat  them  with 
jsvwity. 


3x8  Statiftisai  JkfouiU 

a(  a  Teqr  mod/erale  cspence  in  that  bay.  Ip  the  fonoier  tintp, 
the  people  fi£b  fand  ceU  in  the  iand»  and  lobfte]r$  and  ^rrabs  ^ 
flaongft  the  rocks  in  the  ebb.  Fuel  is  an  expenfire  article  on 
account  of  the  diftance  of  the  pe^t^j  and  the  b^efs  of  the 
road ;  fo  that  all  the  peau  are  carried  boms  in  badk  loads  on 
horfes.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  have  of  late  begun  ^  ipcipprt 
€oai|  which  though  dear»  they  have  found  to  be  f ery  conveni- 
ent. There  are  quarries  of  lime  done  and  free  ftone  on  the 
(hore  %  as  alfo  fome  detached  blocks  of  a  very  hard  and  b^uti* 
fnl  kind  of  granite^  which  Jones,  who  travelled  the  icountry 
Iptely  in  queft  of  natural  curiofities,  fays^  is  fu(ceptihle  of  a 
fine  poUflif  and  the  be^  he  ever  faw  except  the  Italian.  There 
^n  ibme  rocks  of  parrot*coal  in  the  fea  under  Crakag,  which 
^  acceffiUe  at  ebb.  The  bell- ware  on  the  (hore  is  cut  every 
third  year,  and  made  into  kelp. 

FofiUatiaaf  H^/es,  Caitiff  and  Sheep.—Ai  there  are  no 
manufadures  or  fiflieries  eftabli(hed  in  the  parifli,  or  any  im- 
provements in  agriculture  introduced,  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants has  not  increafed  or  diminifhcd  much  fince  the  com- 
inencement  of  the  prefent  century.  There  is  a  yearly  emi* 
gration  of  young  people  of  both  fexes  to  the  fouth  of  Scot- 
land I  ism  of  whopi  retum.  No  account  has  been  kept  of 
tiiefe  emigrants,  and  ^e)re£ore  their  number  cannot  be  ex- 
adly  afcertained.  It  appears  by  a  decreet  of  locality  in 
9722,  that  the  number  of  catechizable  perfons  at  that  time 
ifas  1000.  The  return  to  Dr  Webftcr  in  1755  was  1 193  fouls. 
And  in  ffMring  1791,  the  lawiher  of  the  wbqle  inhahitanU  a- 
mounted  tp  1370.— *-rThey  powhaCs  yearly  fevcral  hoxSpB  at 
the  Dornoch  markets,  as  the  manuring  the  ground  with  fea- 
ware,  which,  as  well  as  peats,  they  carry  on  horfe  back- loads, 
.9CC?fions  a  great  conlumptlon  of  that  fpecics,  of  which  there 
are  i^ut  foo  in  oonftanl  wmJc,  a^d  vci^  feii^  of  thAOi  are 
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reared  m  the  pitidi  hfelf.  fiefidds  thefe,  the  g^ntldmeti  keep 
tidntg-Iiorre$,  >B(rhlch  are  occafionally  u&d  in  the  harrow ;  tomt 
of  the  tackfihefn  ha^e  iikewife  begun  to  ufe  carts  and  ^atnd 
for  carrying  xiiaiiiife,  but  that  method  of  labouring  has  hither- 
to hiaide  very  little  ^ogrtfs.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  the  lani 
ploughed  iikrith  horfes,  but  ftill  more  with  oxeri,  of  Which  there 
Are  about  300  le{>t  for  that  purpoife  alone.  The  number  of 
ihilch  cdw8  is  abc^e  aod,  and  chat  of  fli6ep,  betwilt  i  500  ani 
2O00.  There  aye'  like^fe  a  ^d  many  fwine  reared  i  thcf 
ifc  tdl  confumed  in  the  parilh. 

Mifietta^idus  Otfitrvhtiom.'^'Tlit  climate  feems  to  be  upon 
the  whole  heahhf.    The  pebple  in  general  Eve  to  a  good  oH 
^e,  thbttgh  they  are  hdt  inftancesoJT  remarkable  longevity  here. 
The  moft  common  difeafcS,  cfpcbially  amongft  thofe  of  advan- 
ced life,  are  coughs,  afthmas,  and  the  rheumatifm*    As  'to  the 
moral  and  religious  chara£ier  of  the  common  people,  they  are  ge- 
neraBy  foberj  (Mouis^  tnd  ifKa^tftHotts*,  attentivtrfdtheif  ba([nefs 
ahd  cr6dit9  hbAiiine  B  their  deportment,  refpedful  to  their  {u- 
periorSi  and  ready  to  (hew  kindnefs  to  ftrangers.    Ko  dou{^t 
there  are  exceptions,  efpecially  ampagft  the  loweft  ^lafa;  ^ 
whom  there  are  many  addidled  to  pilfering,  when  they  tfi^eft 
e6  efeapb  ddrisAibn^  br  to  x^mt  off  witb  irtnpunity*    The  Itet<- 
tar  fett  hati  art  high  ytticMtion  foip  the  forms  of  reHgioni  and 
afe  very  ftri£^  iii  the  ezercifes  of  devotion  in  their  families^ 
and  in  attendance  on  public  worfhip,  of  which  there  is  no  form 
but  that  of  the  eftabliflied  church  in  the  pari(h.    This  iini^ 
Ibniiity  of  n^pMotras  to  dodrinc  and  wtnihip  is  not  confined 
to  tMi>il4rifH,  bm  tttinSs  ci^tcr  all  the  dnintry ;  which  is  all 
tmdontmon  apfpeirance  in  a  free  nation,  and  amongft  protef- 
tants,  not  owing  to  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  inhabitants  of  Su- 
therland,  but  entirely,  to  their  local  fituation,  and  external  cir^^ 
vumSLmcea^    Howtw  theagii  cfaeke  be  no  open  Idhafm  to  diu 
I  vidff 
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Tide  them  in  public  worfliip,  diey  hare  their  hf-leadersi  iomt 
of  tl^e  boldeft  and  moft  conceited  fpeakers  at  fellowihip  meet* 
IngSj  whom  they  implicitly  believe,  merely  on  account  of 
their  high  pretenfions  and  afieAed  (an£kity«  bj^hich  theyim* 
pofe  upon  the  people,  and  frequently  miflead  them«  Of  late 
they  have  begun  to  keep  fellowihip  meetings  amongft  them^ 
felves,  withou^  the  prefenc);  of  a  minifter.  To  thefc  meetings 
they  covene  at  certain  fixed  periods  from  difierent  pariflies, 
propofe  queftions  in  divinity,  explain  fcriptnres,  and  give  a 
fan£tion  to  any  do£lrines  or  bpiniona  tbat  are  confidered  as 
orthodox  by  the  prefiding  faint— —The  evil  confequences  of 
thefe  meetings  on  the  heads  and  hearts  of  the  people  are  b^ 
gun  to  be  too  clearly  feen  by  the  clergy ;  but  they  have  not 
Wen  able  as  yet  to  devife  a  method  of  fuppreiEng  them  \  if 
they  are  allowed  to  proceed,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  in  what  they 
will  terminate  at  laft*. 

There 

^Thereai^nsofieTcalPiAiibbiiildi^paittobcfeeai  one  oil  the  &«• 
below  the  church*  which  with  its  oat-worka»  anreicd  %  great  extent  g£ 
|roimd,  is  almofl  effiiced,  ts  moft  of  the  ftonet  ufed  in  baiUing  the  minfe 
and  church  were  dug  out  of  its  nuns,  ts  were  likewiTe  Teiy  lately  the  ftones 
eff  a  ftnn  hdoie.  In  diggu^  diefe  hft  ftrenl  deer-horas  and  human  banes 


Apeeom^ftood  on  the  baaks  of  the  river  of  I«th,wfaich  the  goitk^ 
|tt»n  that  now  poflciles  JLothbeg  ordered  to  be  dug  op.  Theit  appeased 
a  CDbterraneous  dwelling,  (urronnded  on  the  outiide  with  large  flat  ftones, 
Vhich  feem  to  have  made  a  part  of  the  wall ;  the  mblnlh  was  cleared  away, 
and  the  ftones  left  in  the  fame  fitnation  in  which  they  were  in  the  old  fa- 
brick. 

In  an  adjacent  field,  the  fiuae  gentleman  havmg  ordered  the  ground  to  be 
cleared  of  feme  cairns,  in  order  to  indofe  k,  there  were  two  flonn  mffini 
found,  and  in  them  feveral  nms  of  clay*ware,  which,  the  workmen  broke 
with  their  fpades  before  they  difcovered  them.  On  the  Ihore,  in  feveral 
places  where  there  was  a  beautiliil  fuxface  of  grafs  about  36  years  ago*  breach- 
es have  been  made  by  (and*blowing»  that  have  difcovered  ahoot  ten  or  twdve 
feet  below  that  ftuface^  of  whkh  ihmo  deiMhed  ^ots  semiias  aa  aioa  of 
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There  have  been  only  three  Prefbyterian  minifters  in  the 
parifli,  prior  to  the  prefent  incumbent.  The  firft  was  Mr. 
Robert  Robertfon,  who  was  fettled  in  1717  or  171 8»  and 
tranfported  to  EddertouA  in  BLob-Qiire  in  1 730.  It  was  dar- 
ing the  miniftry  of  this  gentleman^  and  from  this  parifh,  that 
the  laft  unhappy  woman  that  fufiered  for  witchcraft  in  Scot- 
land was  executed.  She  was  burnt  at  .Dornoch  (  and  the 
common  people  entertain  Itrong  prejudices  againft  her  relati- 
ons  to  this  day. 


ftnd,  on  whick  are  cairns  of  ftones  dofe  by  one  another,  which  appear  cy^ 
dently  to  harelieen  heaped  up  to  cover  dead  bodiet,  fboie  of  tidioie  bones 
are  ftill  to  be  feen.  A  nnmber  of  theft  tmnuU  lie  on  the  (bore  of  Weiler 
Oaity,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  the  Held  of  a  bloody  battle«  betwixt  the 
Sutheiland  and'Caithnefi  men ;  the  particulars  of  this  engagement,  under  the 
same  of  StrmruMMU,  nfed  to  be  a  frequent  and  fiamiliar  fubjcO  of  conTer&tion 
in  the  young  days  of  the  oldeA  men  in  the  pariih ;  but  they  theafelYes  re- 
oiember  nothing  but  the  tradition  of  the  battle.  On  this  fpot  are  the  re- 
mains of  an  edifice  rciembling  the  other  Pi^Ih  buildings  in  the  pariih ;  in 
which  was  found  feme  years  ifo,  the  entire  ikelcton  of  a  man,  who,  by  the 
lisc  and  length  of  the  bones,  muft  have  far  exceeded  in  bulk  the  common 
ftaadaid  ef  the  prefent  days.  Then  is  a  pretty  cjctcafive  phdn  in  the  moor 
above  Gnrty»  to  the  wett  of  Hel^Oa&e,  vi^iish  is  iiud  to  have  been  the  field 
of  another  battle,  fought  at  an  nrll^P^iod  than  that  of  StrmnmHe,  A  nnm^ 
ber  of  tumult  are  (till  to  be  feen  in  this  place  whieh  is  called  iMurthmmJi,  In 
a  Talley,  betwixt  two  high  hills,,  is  a  large  ftone  fixed  in  the  ground,  and 
ftanding  pretty  ereA,  evidently  raifed  by  art,  as  it  is  of  a  cyUndrical  form,  and 
moit  than  ten  feet  high  above  the  level  of  the  groi^nd ;  it  has  no  difeesnible 
inlcfiptiaa,  or  carving  of  any  ibct ;  neither  is  there  any  tradition  as  to  tho 
canie  for  whiohit  was  tnikod.  Near  it  are  other  two  Aonet  oi  a  iouUcr 
fixe  ctcAed  in  the  iame  manner. 
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NUMBER      XXXVI. 

UNITED    PARISHES    OF    SWINTON  AND 
SIMPRIN. 

(PR£SBYT£&Y    OF     CHIRNSIDE,     SYNOD    OF     MERSC 
ANO    TIVIOTDALS,   COUNTY   OF   BERWICK.) 

£y  tie  Riv»  Mr.  George  Cupples. 


Extent,  Name,  life* 

THIS  diftriQ  extends  4  Englifli  miles  from  E.  to  Vf.  auid 
about  3  or  3^  from  N.  to  S.  Swinton  and  Simprin 
became  one  pariih  by  annexation,  and  by  the  tranflation  to 
Coldftream  of  Mr  Jolly,  then  minifter  of  the  latter,  on  tlie 
24tE  September  1761.  This  tra£k  is  very  irregularly  inden« 
ted;  Swinton,  the  principal  village  where  the  church  and 
manfe  (land,  fs  too  near  the  £.  end^  and  ihe  N.  fide,  to  be  <}uite 
in  the  centre  of  the  parifii  \  but  in  fo  fmall  a  diftridl  no  real 
inconvenience  is  felt  from  this  circamftaftce.  As  to  the  ori- 
gin of  Simprin  or  Simpron,  it  is  uncertain  what  it  means. 
There  n  hardly  any  doubtbut  Swinton  was  derived  from  fwine, 
with  which  the  adjacent  plains  abounded,  and  by  which  they 
were  infefted  of  old.  Heroes,  it  is  fuppofed,  firft  became  fuch 
by  clearing  the  earth  from  favaee  animals>  and  thereby  aflert- 

ing 
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ing  man'fi  fuprcmacy  in  the  globe;  fuch  a  hero  became  the 
founder  of  Swinton  family,  by  .refcuing  thefe  fields  from  def* 
tru&iveanimalst and  enabling hisdifmayed.countryme^toeatia* 
Head  of  being  eaten  by  them ;  he  had  thefe  fields  aiCgned  him^ 
and  has  tranfmitted  diem  to  a  very  long  ferie^  of  defcendants. 
This  fa£l  does  not  reft  merely  in  traditions  for  it  is  certaiq 
that  fwine  make  a  great  figure  iivthe  arms  of  theiamily  j  that 
there  are  feveral  perfons  who  ftill  retain  the  name  of  fwinq 
vrtthout  the  additional  fyllable ;  and  that  the  animal  itfelf,  np 
longer  an  obje.£^  cither  of  terror  or  of  fuperftitipn,  is  now  be- 
come a  favourite  fource  both  of  commerce  and  food  to  the  in« 
habitants. — The  appearance  of  theparlfti  is  in  general  neither 
uniformly  flat,  nor  is  it  mouDtainous  or  rocky ;  it  exhibits  a 
fet  of  gentle  elevations  in  long  ridges,  generally  from  £.  to  W. 
with  alternate  fiats  betwixt  them.     The  foil  for  the  moft  part 
is  fertile,  and  to  a  very  high  degree  produ^ve  of  gra(s,  na- 
tural or  artificial,  and  grain  of  all  forts ;  except  (pme  of  the  flats^ 
a  few  of  which  are  too  marfliy  for  com,  and  even  rather  un« 
manageable  as  to  grafs,  if  the  feafon  be  not  uncommonly  dry. 
The  foil  in  general  is  deep }   below  what  has  been  already 
mellowed  by  frequent  tillage,  by  manure,  and  change  of  crops^ 
a  ftrong  tenacious  clay  prevails  to  a  very  great  depth.     Of 
courfe,  the  roads  are  deep,  miry,  and  often  almoft  impafla* 
ble  in  winter  $  when  new  made,  they  feldpm  continue  good 
for  any  time  $  gravel  is  diftant  and  often  fcarce  ;  and  the  clay 
foon  fwallows  up  fuch  hard  materials  as  are  employed.    It  ap« 
pears  that  the  art  of  road-making  ftill  wants  much  of  thatperfec- 
tlon  which  it  formerly  had,  and  may  perhaps  attain.  The  fame 
foil,  which  is  miry  and  dirty  in  winter,  is  devoid  of  moifture  and 
parched  in  dry  fummers,  expofing  the  inhabitants  at  one  time 
to  all  the  inconveniencies'of  excelfive  moifture,  and  at  other 
times  to  all  the  hardfhips  of  exceffive  drought.    Cattle  htvc 
been  driven  from  the  N.  fide  of  the  parifti  to  Blackadder,  and 
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frofin  th^  S.  fide  to  Tweed,  for  waterj  but  tfa^  iflgenmtf  of  die 
flines  has  now  in  a  great  meafute  ftipplied  tbts  defed,  by  deep 
ponds  or  Tcry  deep  weUs ;  and  diis  diftriA  is  now  very  rxnij^ 
dtongh  fometimes,  diftref&d  by  want  of  water.  In  fpite  of  tbcfe 
and  other  biconreniencea,  plints^  animals,  and  men  muhi|:^ 
and  thrive  etceedtn(|^y.  From  feme  undrained  marfliy  grounds, 
from  fome  low  Ipng  fpots  which  long  retain  the  waters  in  a 
Itagnated  ftate,  the  air  is  often  moid,  foggy^  and  ftetningly  un- 
whdfefome,  though  not  fo  mUch  fo  as  one  would  conclude, 
the  inhabitants  living  as  long,  and  enjoying  as  much  health 
as  in  other  places }  except  that  there  is  one  difeafc  very  pre- 
valent, namely  the  ague,  the  caufes  of  which  feem  to  be  the 
miry  nature  of  the  ground,  the  fogginefs  of  the  air,  the  mifer- 
able  huts  the  common  people  till  of  late  lived  in,   a  defeA  in 
cleanlinefs,  and  the  fcanty  portion  of  animal  food  which  falls 
to  their  Ihare.    The  virulence  of  this  difeafe,  however,  feems 
to  be  a  good  deal  abated,  owing  to  the  univerfal  inclofing  of 
the  grounds,  draining  off  the  moifture,  a  very  confpicuous  im- 
provement in  the  houfes,  perfonal  cleanlinefs,  and  a  great  al- 
teration for  the  better  in  diet.   But  this  difeafe  fome  years  re- 
turns with  fuch  unexpected  frequency  and  force,  as  often  baf- 
fles all  fpeculations  concerning  it. 

The  only  ftream  of  any  note  in  the  pariih  is  Leet,  which  a- 
bounds  with  pike  *• 

Mifurahf  to'r.— There  is  great  plenty  of  free  ftone,  particu- 
larly one  excellent  ftone  quarry  is  wit»dght  in  the  farm  of  Swin- 
ton  quarter,  on  which  the  family  of  Swtnton  retained  a  fcrvi- 

tude 

*  A  regobr  fois  cia  ht  ftiU  t«Med  in  the  chtttch  yard  foond  the  cbnrchs 
Wlikb  «at  &  firoQg  ftov  hwtfiHng,  talo  which  it  wmU  item  the  fviOiioaeK 
ppon  »  fildden  aUim  retirnl  till  their  (ouotnrmen,  rooTed  by  a  certain  (fgnal, 
camf  to  their  aflSftance.  Then  thejr  faUied  forth,  and  aided  by  their  ndghr^ 
bours  dioTc  off  the  fouthem  invaders. 


^  Su^atm  and.  Shnprin. 
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fudtf  wlieii  th^  fjM  tbe  Ixni.  It  is  much  «&d  in  buBdingi 
and  the  (tone  is  fo  nauch  in  requeft  s»  to  be  fent  for  from  con- 
fidetablc  diftaoces.  As  moft  human  advantages  or  difadvan* 
cages  arHe  from  ibme  flight  local  circumftances,  it  is  probable 
that  to' this  quarry  the  pariih  owes  a  fet  of  ingenious  operadire 
Riafonsy  highly  regarded  in  their  line,  cadets  perhaps  from 
the  Swinton-  family,  and  prior  tD  the  additional  fyUabk  which 
has  long  ago  both  lengthened  and  foftened  the  name.  Except 
Qfrdinaty  whin-ftone  and  freeftonei  no  other  minerals  are  to  be 
foond  here.  All  the  coals  come  from  Northumberland,  at  8 
tniks  dtftance  at  leaft  Arom  Swinton* 
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Populttion  ill  1755    in 

Strintott        -       -       351 
■■■  tnSimprin  •  143 

Tocal  •  .  «  ^  494 
Kttmber  of  fouls  in  1791  898 
Males  •*  *  •  481 
Femries  *  •  *  4<7 
In  Siriiitofl  village  «  357 
In  Simprin  do«  -  -  73 
Under  10  *  -  as8 
From  10  to  ao  -  -  §52 
From  20  to 50  -  -  341 
From  50  to  70-  *  •  lao 
From  70  to  87  •  -  ay 
Births  in  1790  -  -  25 
Afades  -  -  -  17 
Females  -  •  8 

Deaths  in  1790  •        22 

Coafiderable  farms  *  14 
Farmers  and  ibeir  families  1 2  3 


Weavers  •  «         f 

Handycraftsmen  •  *  ai 
Journeymen  &  appremicesai 
Hoafefaold  ImaniSi  male 

and  female  •  4; 

Labouring  men  iervants  30 
Tradefmen  *  -  35 
l^iopkcepcra  «  '  -^  4 
Farmers  •  ^  -.  2 
Surgeon  *  *  -  f 
Dancing  mafter  .  •  i 
Fiddler  •  •  »  1 
Heritori  refident         •  i 

■  ■  non-refident     •     2 

Burgher,     Antiburgher, 

and  Relief  Seceders  90 
Cameronians  -  •  2 
Proportion  of  marriages 

to  the  whole  populatt* 

tioa  -  -  1  to  64 
Proportion 


EngliOi  acrcft 

-      - 

5120 

Average  rent 

per  acft 

16s. 

Uorfes        - 

- 

16S 

Bbck-catde 

- 

77« 

Sheep 

«      ■• 

1517 
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Pft>portion  of  births,  do.  Valued  renti  Sooc<^  Im  475# 

I  to  32    Real  rent»  fterling      L.  4030 

•— — p.^^  of  deaths  do. 

I  to  42 

Inhabited  houfes         •       1 80 

Average  number  of  per* 
fons  in  each  houfe      «      5 

The  prefent  incumbent  had  occafiom  fome  dozen  of  fears  a* 
go  to  take  an  accurate  lift  of  the  inhabitaots  uppn  a  rumour  of 
a  Scottifli  militia,  and  finds  thej  are  nq^  m^g'e  numerous  by 
98.  The  increafd  is  to  be  alcribed  entirely  to  Lord  Swinton's 
judicious  attention  to  improve  and  enhrge  his  village  of  Swin- 
Ion,  pM-tly  by  perpetual  feus,  and  partlyby  legfo^of  j>99  years, 
which  Kifl.  mode  gave  great  offence,  and  made  fome  of  the  te- 
nants afi:  what  was  to  become  of  their  hot}fcie6  pofterity  at  the 
end  of  that  period.  The  real  incroafe  lies  upon  this  vilbge,  as 
the  other  parts  of  the  parifli.rather  muft  d^creafe^  for  thefe  rea- 
fons ;  unirerfal  inclofing  has  in  a  great  meafurci  fuperfeded 
hands;  two  horfe^^loughs,  wherp.  the  fame  man  holds  and 
driveS)  have  made  fewer  boys  neceflkry ;  a^d  farms  becoming 
larger,  and  gracing  prevailing  more,  .fewer  hands  are  requir- 
ed to  cultivate  them.  Swinton  has  incrcafcd  rapidly.  Abot|t 
30  years  ago  there  were  not  100  perfons  in  it  ^whereas  it  now 
contains  3^1  fouls ;  and  it  i)  inconceivable  how  many  of  the 
fieceflaries  of  houfe*  keepings  and  how  many  conveniencies  can 
be  now  found  here,  which  25  years  ago  the  inhabitants  had 
10  fend  many  miles  for  *,  .       ,       ^ 

Nothing 

•  U  is  almoft  impofllblc  that  any  pcrfon  in  this  place  (hould  die  for  want  of 
the  necerTarfes  of  life.     Againd  To  dreadful  a  difaftcr  the  fecuritics  are  a  fertile 
foil,  a  very  regular  poor's  rate,  a  humane  people,  both  gentry  and  others  be» 
log  ready  to  contribute  liberftUy  where  any  extraordinary  cafe  claims  their  at- 
tention» 
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'  Nothing  that  can  be  called  emigration  lias  happened  here 
for  many  years;  fomt  boys,  girh,  men  and  women  are  at  the 
kiring  markets  in  the  neighboiirhoodi  engaged  to  ferveout  of, 
or  in  the  parifli.  In  this  way  many  in  form  of  hynds,  cotters^ 
cot-men,  &c«  flit  in  hopes  of  better  ufagt,  often  from  whim 
OT  caprice  ;  and  every  Whitfunday  exhibits  them  removing  or 
returning  with  their  whole  furniture  and  apparatus  in  a  cart 
or  two.  But  f  uch  dianges  imply  no  f(ittkd  difcontent,  ariiing 
often  merely  from  levity  and  a  love  of  change,  either  in  them 
or  theif  mailers.  No  doubt  feveral  have  accepted  tempting 
ofiers  of  employment  in  other  pariihes  or  in  other  countiesy 
but  they  are  generally  fuch  as  the  farmers  yould  have  been 
Ibndeft  of  employing  at  home. 

There  are  no  uninhabited  houfes.  The  number  of  houfes 
k  x8o,  and  the  average  number  of  perfons*toahoufeis  afanoft 
e^a£kly  5. 

Natural  ProduBzonSi  AdvofUages  and  DifadvantagtSm — Thil 
parifli  produces  in  great  abundance  all  the  vegetables  and 
and  plants  known  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  along  with  fuch 
trees  as  are  encouraged  and  taken  care  of  i  and  does  a  great 
deal  more  than  fupply  itfelf  with  all  forts  of  grain ;  exporting 
a  conCderable  quantity  of  corn  by  means  of  the  merchants  at 
Berwick  and  Eymouth.— The  feafoas  of  fowing  and  reaping 
vary  greatly,  yet  the  eligible  time  of  fowing  wheat  is  from 
the  2oth  of  September  to  the  20th  of  0£lobcr,  fpring  wheat 
is  fown  any  time  in  March. — The  bed  fcufon  for  field  peafe  or 
beans  is  from  the  laft  week  of  February  to  the  lad  week  of 

March. 

teatkm,  along  with  a  difcretioiiary  ptfwer  in  the  minifter  for  rudJen  emergen- 
cies ;  fo  that  the  charity  of  the  parifluonen  is  in  little  hazard  of  being  cither 
abuied  or  withheld.  In  1782,  a  trifling  attention,  firft  to  the  penfioned  poor, 
and  fecondly  to  foch  u  were  in  temporary  ftraits,  removed  all  complaints  with« 
in  this  parifli.  Some  peribns  fufpeAed  to  be  in  want  modcdiy  declined  the 
proflcred  aid,  and  others  refcnted  the  offer  as  tn  iniiiU. 
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March.  Cold  feed  oatt  aie  fown  as  «affly  in  Maich  as  Ae 
ground  and  weadier  will  admit ;  but  hot  leed  oats  may  he  firva 
three  weeks  later ;  bariryfiromthcmiddleof  April  till  the  &k 
or  loth  day  of  May.  The  harreft  is  reckoned  carly^  wbea  it 
begins  before  the  aoth  of  Augnlt— The  adyaaeigea  vhkh 
this  pariih  enjoys  are  «  Tery  fertile  and  produftire  foil ;— ^the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Tweed,  and  fumiihing»  by  its  caiteiBy 
inch  as  lie  to  the  north  and  weft  with  oools  and  lime,  by 
their  hired  carts  and  horfes ;  a  centrical  fitustion  with  legaid 
to  the  market  towns  of  Berwick,  Kelib^  Dimfe  and  Cold- 
ftreanu--The  difadranta^  are,  a  tickliih  foil,  esfily  Imxt  ei* 
dtfr  by  draught  or  rain,  tho*  no  fpot  is  more  fertile  when  the 
feafon  ezadly  ftiits  it ;  moft  impra£licable  roads,  which  no 
Iklll  nor  attention  hitherto  has  made  effeflnally  good  \  die  bar- 
ing no  fuel  bat  coals  from  Northumberland  brought  acrofii 
the  Tweed  at  a  ford  precarious,  and  often  hu\  by  the  ralbnefi 
of  the  men  and  the  fudden  rife  of  the  river :  every  feafon 
fome  horfes  are  loft  in  it  i  no  peat,  no  fuel,  no  timber,  ouepc 
the  fcanty  and  uncertain  fupply  of  thorn*hedges  cut  and  foldi 
and  the  total  want  of  manufa^ures. 

Rentt  Changes  ofPropirty^  jfgricubure.^'^^Thc  valued  rent 
of  the  pariih  is  L.  4750  Scots :  The  real  rent  is  about  L.  4030 
fterlingi  the  number  of  EngUih  acres  (exclufife  of  14  acres  of 
glebes)  is  5 1 20  or  thereabouts,  which  is  nearly  i6s.  an  acieat 
an  average ;  the  higheft  rent  yet  known  is  25s.  per  acre  for  a 
few  acres,  the  farm  of  Swinton  quarter  gives  23s*  per  acre, 
and  the  loweft  rent  here  is  9s.  There  is  all  the  certainty  fnch 
fubjcfts  admit  of  that  this  rent,  inftead  of  finking,  will  rife 
confiderably. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  the  founder  of  the  Swln* 

ton  family  got  the  lands  of  Swinton  as  a  reward  for  bis  valour 

hi  clearing  the  earth  of  thofe  deftruAive  animals,  wild  boars* 

2  The 
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The  family  afterwards  became  ftill  more  confpicuonSi^y  affift- 
ing  Malc61m  Canmore  to  recover  the  throne  of  his  anceftors  ; 
and  that  fovereign  confirmed  to  them  the  property  of  the  whole 
parifli  of  Swinton,  by  one  of  the  firft  charters  granted  in  Scot- 
land, ftiil  prefcrved  in  the  archives  of  Durham.    During  the 
commonwealth,  the  then  reprefentative  of  the  Swinton  fami- 
ly having  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Cromwell^  the  eftate  was  for- 
feited at  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II.  but  it  was  given  back  at 
the  Revolution.    However,  a  long  exile,  while  their  revenues 
were  fequeltrated,  had  fo  involved  the  family  that  it  became  ne* 
ceflary  to  fell  the  three  farms  of  Mont  Suir,  to  the  Kerrs  of 
Morrifton,  who  (till  poflefs  them.  And  fome  years  afcerwards. 
the  father  of  the  prcfent  Lord  Swinton  fold  three  farms  for 
L.  5500  to  Provoft  Coutts,  whofe  heirs  fold  chem  about  1754 
for  L.  6500  to  William  Hall  of  Whitehall,  who,  after  many 
meliorations  at  a  great  expcnce,  fold  them  to  Patrick  Lord 
Elibank  for  more  than  double  of  his  purchafe  money.    How^ 
ever,  after  all  thefe  alienations,  the  Swinton  eftate  is  ftill  a 
noble  and  extenfive  property.    The  whole  paiifli  of  Simprin 
was  long  the  property  of  the  antient  family  of  Cockbum  of 
Langton,  but  their  affairs  falling  into  diforder,  the  eftate  was 
fcqneftrated,    and  purchafed,  about  1758,  by  Patrick  Lord 
Elibank,  for  L.  1  SjOoo.— The  moft  confpicuous  objed  in  Sim« 
prin  is  the  veiy  high  and  fpacious  bam  built  by  the  Cockburn3, 
confifting^ofathrefhlng  floor  and  large  and  lofty  granaries.  Lord 
Elibank  thinking  its  height  expofed  it  to  ftorms,  lowered  the 
roof  confiderably,  but  left  the  gabels  ftanding,  fo  that  they 
ftill  fliew  the  original  altitude  of  the  building,  which  is  feen 
from  almoft  every  part  of  Berwickfhire.  Thefe  are,  excluGve  of 
the  grafs  parks  of  Swinton  and  other  pafture  grounds  extend- 
ing  to7  20  acres,  about  fourteen  farms  in  the  parifhjandeachfarpi- 
er  occupies  320  acres  at  an  average.    One  farm  of  414  acres 
is  let  at  23s.  another  of  400  acres  at  149.  a  third  of  477  acres 
Vot.  VI.  T  t  at 
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at  155.  a  fourth  of  370  acres  at  183.  and  a  fifth  of  abovf  309 
acres  at  12$.  per  acre.-^The  farmer?  are  allbwed  by  their  lea* 
fes  to  plough  half  of  their  farms  amiually,  the  other  half  beings 
occupied  by  pailure  or  fown  grafs.     The  former  is  afually  d»* 
vided  into  five  portions,  one  in  fallowy  one  in  wheats  one  in 
peafe  or  fome  other  gr^en  crop,  one  in  barley,  and  one  in  oats. 
Were  this  praftice  ftriftly  followed,  a  tenth  part  of  each  farm 
would  be  in  wheat ;  but  as  in  fome  farms  and  in  fome  feafons 
this  will  not  do,  it  will  be  nearer  the  truth  to  compute  a  twelfth 
of  each  farm,  according  to  which  eftimation  there  will  be  an- 
nually '^66  acres  fown  with  wheat  in  the  parifh.     About  228 
bolls  will  be  required  to  few  them,  and  the  produce,  reckon- 
ing 6  bolls  after  one,  will  be  1824  bolls  of  wheat;  which  at  305* 
per  boll  will  give  L.  2736.    From  the  above  data  it  will  be  ca- 
iy  to  compute  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  other  productions 
of  the  parifli.  The  farmers  are  prevented  from  fowing  temips 
to  any  extent  by  the  imprafticability  of  pulverizing  their  ftrong 
ground  to  the  finenefs  this  feed  requires,  and  the  difHcuhy  of 
getting  the  roots  off  without  leaving  dangerous  impreflions  up- 
on the  foil.    To  remove  them    by  horfes  or  carts  is  very 
hurtful ;  and  when  (heepare  folded  on  themi  the  holes  made 
by  their  feet  render  the  ground  unfavourable  for  bearing  the 
fiicceeding  crop  of  barley.  The  farmers  therefore  prefer  taking 
fields  of  turnips  in  the  neighbouring  parifhes,  at  from  L.  2 :  ics. 
to  L.  5.  per  acre.  It  was  formerly  cuftomary  to  fow  g;rafs  feeds 
among  barley  after  the  ground  had  carried  feveral  crops  fince 
it  was  fallowed  and  limed  ;  but  the  farmers  now  begin  to  fow 
grafs  feeds  among  the  young  wheat  in  fpring,  and  this  method 
is  thought  to  fucceed  much  better  than  the  former. 

Betwixt  the  two  longitudinal  elevations  or  ridges  of  Swb- 
ton  quarter  and  Greenrig  H?s  a  flat  low  piece  of  ground  of  a  ve-  ^ 
ry  confiderable  breadth,  often  overflowed  by  the  fwellings  of  the 
Lect,  which  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  drain,  and  which 
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IS  roolt  produdive  of  grafsi  and  even  fometimes  of  corn  in  a 
very  dry  fummer.  If  the  large  and  expenfive  canal,  made  by 
AVilliiim  Hall,  £fq;  to  fccure  a  fpacious  bed  for  the  lyeet  while, 
paifing  chrough  his  grounds,  were  continued  weftward  through 
L«ord  Swincon'sland^  to  Swinton  mill,  it  would  contribute  much 
to  the  fertility  of  the  foil  and  the  health  of  the  inhabitants*. 

^  • 

Ei'ciejiajlical  State. — ^Thc  Crown  is  patron  of  this  united parifh. 

The  ftipcnd  confids  of  loo  bolls  of  oats,  Linlithgow  mcafure, 

1 06  bolls  of  barley;  L.  12  : 1 2 : 8  vicarage  teinds,  all  which, 

€xclufive  of  houfc  and  garden,  and  including  the  2  gltbes,  a- 

long  with  fervitudes  of  2  horfes  and  2  cows,  may  amount  to 

L.  136  fterling,  per  annum  f. 

The  manfe  was  built  in  1771*   At  the  annexation  it  was  on 

good  grounds  believed,  that  the  old  church  of  Swinton  would 

hold  all  the  inhabitants  of  both  parifhes ;  but  the  village  of 

Swinton  increafing  very  rapidly,  the  new  comers  felt  them- 

felves  crowded,  and  therefore  applied  for  an  enlargement  of 

the  church.  They  alked  the  confent  of  the  heritors  to  build  an 

aile  for  themfelves,  the  feats  to  defcend  with  their  houfes  and 

T  t  2  gardens 

*  Tk<  family  of  Swinton  by  their  extreme  antiquity  conftitii^'the  great*^ 
cA  curiofity  of  the  parifh.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  in  his  Chronology  calculates,  that 
in  no  ferics  of  Kings  the  avenge  duration  of  each  of  their  reigns  exceeds  21 
years;  now  it  would  appear  that  22  barons,  indudingtheprefent  proprietor,  have 
oocnpied  the  lands  of  Swinton  during  the  long  period  of  731  years,  which  fuppo* 
fcs  that  in  a  noft  turbulent  ariflocracy,  amidft  feudal  broils  and  foreign  wars, 
a  feries  of  border  chieftains  enjoyed  their  eftates  at  an  aTerage  each  more  than 
33  years, 

f  56  bolls  of  the  viAual  (lipend  are  paid  out  of  Paxton  in  the  parifli  of 
Hottott  ;  a  chalder  of  barley  is  paid  out  of  the  lands  of  Eyreoath ;  and  L.  26 ; 
5s  of  vicarage  out  of  the  hinds  of  Horndcan  in  the  parifli  of  Lady-kirk.  Theie 
irregularities  probably  arofe  from  the  dcpendancc  of  this  parifh  on  the  abbacy 
of  Coldingham ;  the  abbot  drawing  the  be  ft  viAual  out  of  this  diftriA,  and 
paying  his  dependent  clergy  from  places  ^hcre  the  grain  was  wotfcin  quality. 
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gardens  to  their  beirs>  and  to  be  infcparable  from  their  po8cC- 
Cons«— — This  the  heritors  mod  readily^  granted,  and  28  of 
thefe  zealous  heads  of  families,  at  their  own  expence,  and  in  a 
great  roeafure  by  their  own  hands,  did  in  1782,  add  a  very 
handfome  aile  to  the  north  fide  of  the  church,  vhich  was  built  in 
1 729*  The  old  f;!ibric  was  taken  down  on  account  of  an  apprehcn- 
fion  that  it  was  in  a  ruinous  and  dangerous  (late  \  wh<neas  on 
fetting  about  pulling  it  down  it  appeared  to  be  uncommonly 
flrong,  and  might  have  (tood  for  ages.  In  the  middle  of  the 
church  below  ground  is  a  vault  very  neatly  built  of  hewn  done, 
extending  a  confiderable  length,  long  the  burying  place  of 
the  family  of  Swinton  ;  but  being  generally  full  of  water*  it 
is  now  no  longer  ufed  for  that  purpofe  *• 

Mifcellaneous  Jf^yntfrij——^ Many  changes  have  indeed  hap- 
pened in  the  village  and  in  the  parifli  (ince  the  year  1754.  At 
that  time  Swinton  confided  of  a  few  mifcrable  huts  not  con- 
taining 100  perfons,  and  Simprin  contained  the  whole  inhabi- 
tants of  that  parifh.  By  a  divifion  into  three  farms,  the  parifli 
has  incrcafed  in  numbers,  though  the  vllhge  of  Simprin  has 
declined  a  little ;  but  Swinton  now  confids  of  one  fpacious 

fquare, 

*  A  Aone  figure  of  Allan  Swinton,  the  5th  Baron  of  that  family  Ues  m  an 
ftrched  open  niche  on  the  fouth  wall  on  the  right  hand  of  the  pulpit,  with  this 
infcription,  Hicjacet  Atamua  Sxtfinfonu*  miki  dt  todem.  In  his  folded  hands,  which 
reft  upon  his  breaA,  he  grafps  a  round  awkward  ftone,  and  above  him  are  Ycry 
ill  (haped  figures  pf  pigs  and  of  a  brood  fow.  No  date  can  be  difcovered  ;  but 
it  is  well  known  that  he  died  about  the  year  laoo.  The  ftone  he  grafps  in  his 
hand  is  by  immemorial  tradition  (aid  to  allude  to  a  large  clew  of  yam,  by  the 
dexterous  ufe  oC  which  in  one  hand,  while  he  uied  his  (word  with  the  other 
he  difpatched  a  great  wild  boar  in  that  field  in  Swiutonhill  which,  from  that 
event,  ftill  retains  the  name  of  AUan*s  Cairn ;  fb  it  would  appear  that  this 
gentleman  engaged  in  the  fame  manly  fports,  the  fame  dangerous  exerciies, 
and  was  emulous  of  the  original  fame  of  his  family,  long  before  his  tinie 
become  great  and  confpicuous. 
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fquare,  with  a  green  in  the  middle,  where  two  fairs  are  held, 
one  in  June,  and  the  other  in  0£lober. — At  one  comer  is  a 
large  well-built  public  houfe.  A  ftreet  iflues  from  the  fquare 
eaft  towards  the  kirk,  hard  by  which  (lands  the  manfe,  raifed 
by  its  fituation  confiderably  above  the  level  of  3  public  roads, 
which  meet  below  it.  Every  houfe  almoft  without  exception 
has  its  clock,  and  not  a  few  of  the  owners  have  watches  be* 
fules ;  a  confiderable  quantity  of  loaf  bread  is  brought  from 
Edinburgh,  but  efpecially  from  Berwick,  Dunfe,  Coldllream, 
and  Norham.  No  regular  butcher  market  is  held  here ;  but 
many  black  cattle,  fwine,  and  (heep  are  killed  occafionally, 
and  fold  to  the  villagers  from  the  adjacent  farms,  efpecially  in 
the  week  of  the  facrament,  the  two  weeks  of  the  fairs,  and 
about  Maninmafs.  The  price  of  poultry  begins  to  rife  by  the 
new  inftitution  of  an  Edinburgh  carrier,  though  ftill  it  is 
not  unreafonable  *• 

About  17549  three  farms  in  this  pafifh  were  occupied  by 
Northumbrian  ftewards  ,of  Northumbrian  farmers;  on  the 
other  farms  lived  a  fet  of  plain  unpolifhed  farmers,  fcarcely  dif- 
tinguifliable  from  their  hynds,  either  in  drefs,  information^ 
or  mode  of  living.  Now  a  mod  comfortable  change  for  thfi 
better  has  taken  place.  Of  the  prefent  farmers  feme  no  doubt 
ftill  exhibit  that  fort  formerly  known  by  the  appellation  of 
gude  tneriy  tlie  toiling  and  flruggling  cultivators  of  fmall  farms ; 
but  a  fecond  fort  occupy  large  territories,  early  arid  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  theory,  the  practice,  and  the  commerce 

of 

*  Hens  rcU  from  yd.  halfpenny  to  9d.  a  duck  at  pd.  a  goofe  at  is.  8d.  and 
«s.  a  turkey  from  3s.  to  4s.  The  incumbent*s  two  fcrvant  maids  coft  him  3  gui- 
neas ;  his  man  fcrvant  L.  6  :  13s.  and  his  boy  x  guinea/^  ammw;  and  thefe 
are  nearly  an  average  of  the  fanners  pjices ;  it  being  imderAood  that  'wages 
arc  always  for  many  reafons  much  higher  in  iiimmer  than  in  winter.  The 
average  price  of  grain  for  fome  years  might  be  ftated  at  los.  6d.  for  a  hoU  of 
««iU,  13s.  for  barley,  18$.  for  peas,  and  30s.  for  wheat;  all  Linlithgow  me». 
fure  or  fix  Wincheftcr  bufhcls. 
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of  farmiag,  flircwd  anij  fcnfibte,  in  eaff ,  and  fome  in  afflvcne 
circumftaoces,  independent  either  of  lairds  or  fa£lof  s  \  tbcy 
liTc  in  a  neat,  handfome,  and  hofpitable  masner*  and  give 
their  children  a  very  extenGve  education.-^Sonae  of  them 
have  had  a  liberal  edacation.  They  employ  in  fanning  the 
confiderable  funds  acquired  by  their  fathers  in  the  iame  fixie 
of  life ;  ftill  retaining  lK>weTer  their  laudable  literary  curioCty 
and  tafte  for  the  belles  lettres.  So  that  while  this  dillriA 
yeilds  to  many  of  the  neighbouring  pariihes  in  the  fize,  neatnels, 
and  conveniencies  of  farm  houfes,  in  the  eafy  circumftances 
and  even  opulence,  in  the  intelle£lual  attainments,  the  fecial, 
and  hofpitable  manners  of  the  farmers,  it  has  no  occafion  to 
envy  any  parifh  virhatever.  Even  the  hynds  and  cotters  derive 
feme  improvement  from  living  near  fuch  fuperiors  \  for  be- 
holding in  them  the  advantages  of  neatnefs,  of  deanlinefs, 
and  knovif ledge,  they  ftrive  as  much  as  their  circumlcribed 
fphere  will  admit  to  imitate  them,  giving  their  children  as 
much  reading,  writing,  and  figures,  as  they  can  fpare  time 
for,  along  with  a  little  dancing.  Thefc  hynds  and  cotters  feem 
to  live  fnug,  happy,  and  contented,  except  when  fickncCi 
or  want  of  ccconomy  diftrefs  them. 

The  poor  are  maintained  by  a  poor's  rate  laid  on  by  the  he* 
ritors,  as  trudees  for  the  poor,  along  with  the  minifter  of  the 
parilh,  on  whom  no  fmall  (hare  of  the  trouble  falls.  During  the 
life  of  the  late  Lord  Elibank,  merely  to  gratify  a  whim  of  his 
Lordfliip,  the  poor's  rates  of  the  two  parishes  were  kept  fe- 
parate ;  but  they  have  been  fince  thrown  together,  after  an  in- 
eflb£^ual  oppofuion  from  the  Simprin  tenants,  who  appre- 
hended that  the  growing  fize  of  Swinton  would  aggravate  their 
expences  on  this  fcorc. — Thefc  rates  have  always  been  ilic 
chief  fupport  of  the  poor,  the  coIle£lioQs  at  the  church  doors 
being  very  fcanty  indeed.  The  number  of  poor  at  prtfent,  is 
12  ;  the  fum  raifcd  for  their  fupport  is  L.  32  ;  14s,  which  di- 
Z  Tided 
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Tided  among  the  12,  gives  L.  2  :  14s.  6d.  each|  which  may 
aid,  but  cannot  fuperfede  their  induftry,  or  the  kind  of- 
fices of  their  immediate  fritaidf.— The  people  of  thij 
pariOi  are  humane,  clever,  ajid  ingenious,  and  fcem  to  have 
the  advantage  of  the  Northumbrians  on  one  fide  of  them,  and 
of  the  Eaft  Lothiancrs  on  the  other.  The  incumbent,  after 
a  very  long  relidence  among  them,  cannot  find  any  truth  in 
the  obfervation  of  an  ingenious,  learned,  and  witty  Lord, 
<who  faid  that  tlte  natives  of  the  >Ier(e  were  engendered  in 
mud,  brought  up  In  mud,  and  that  their  ideas  were  all 
muddy. 

Inclofing  they  have  been  long  reconciled  to,  and  it  has  for 
feme  time  been  univerfal ;  the  commutation  of  the  (latute  la* 
bour  into  money  they  fubmit  to  with  a  tolerable  graces- 
Turnpikes  and  toll-bars,  with  which  they  are  now  threatened^ 

they  mod  heartily  abhor.  * 

NUMBER 

*  Moft  of  the  taboarers  in  hQlbandry  are  hired  fay  the  half  year ;  tkc 
day  bbourcrs  arc  often  a  fet  of  neat,  clean,  young  girls,  who  feed  in 
their  parents  houfes,  and  employ  themfclves  in  that  eafy  and  wholeibane 
excrcife,  for  4d.  jd.  or  6d,  accoid'tng  to  their  age  and  (kill,  without  vifhnls 
from  their  employer  \  and  who  deck  thentfelTes  out  with  their  purchaTes  m 
Swinton  OAober  fair  by  their  gains.  Mowers  have  without  meat  generally 
xSd«  a  day,  though  they  often  undertake  it  at  as.  or  as.  6d.  per  acre.  Stout 
women  reapers  have  from  lod.  to  iid.  and  3  meals. — Men  is.  and  fometimcs 
jjd.  and  their  meals.  Com  is  generallv  threflicd  by  weight  for  the  25th  part 
of  what  is  threflied  and  drelTcd,  but  during  harvcd  no  (lout  man  at  his  liberty 
will  threfh  upon  any  other  terms,  than  being  paid  as  a  reaper.  Carpenters  and 
mafons  always  find  their  own  meat,  and  are  paid  from  IS.  3d.  to  as.  according 
to  their  iklll,  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  the  length  of  the  day.  Taylors,  who 
always  get  their  meat  where  they  work,  now  exaA  8d«  per  day.  A  coal  cart 
drawn  by  two  horfes  is  loaded  at  the  coal-hill  for  from  as.  to  3s*  according  a» 
the  coal  is  fmall,  great,  or  fplint ;  the  two  lafl  being  double  of  the  firft,  anit 
the  hire  of  the  cart  and  horfes  to  Swinton  is  3s.  which  is  enatafed  every  mih 
as  carters  carry  them  farther. 
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NUMBER     XXXVn. 
PARISH    OF    NENTHORN- 

(presbytery    of     KELSO,    SYNOD     OF    MERSS     A.NI> 
TIVIOTDALE,   COUNTY   OF   BERWICK.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Abkahau  Ker. 


Namif  Extent^  Zurface^  istc* 

THE  name  is  derived  from  feme  remarkable  thorn  trces« 
The  prefent  incumbent  remembers  a  very  large  one  in  the 
parifii.  The  length  of  this  diftrid»  from  S.  to  N.  is  about  4 
miles,  and  the  breadth  from  £.  to  W.  about  as  much  *•  The 
meafurement  is  about  1900  acres*  It  is.  moftly  low  ground 
with  a  moderate  defcent  to  the  S.  except  a  riGng  in  the  noith 
part  of  the  parifh,  the  north  fide  of  which  falls  to  the  N. 
The  foil  in  fome  parts  is  remarkably  good,  a  fmall  part  of  the 
north  end,  however,  is  very  poor  muir  ground  upon  a  deep 
clay.    The  air  is  good  and  healthy. 

.    RenU^Tht  real  rent  of  the  pariih  is  about  L.  2040.    The 
inclofures  are  among  the  very  beft  in  Scotland  for  keeping  cows 

or 

*  From  Armftrong's  map  of  Berwickfliire,  it  appears  the  length  of  this  p»» 
ria»  IS  onif  %\  mUcs  ao4  the  brcadtk  Uttlc  more  than  i  j* 
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•r  feeding  cattle  or  (heep,  and  producing  milk  and  fine  but- 
ter. A  cow's  grafs  cannot  be  got  in  thefe  inclofures  under 
L*  3 }  and  they  are  let  at  more  than  L.  2  per  acre  for  fummer 
pafture*    There  are  4  heritors,  one  of  whom  refxdes. 

PopuIaticn.^The  relation  to  Dr  Webfter  in  1755  was  497 
fouls;  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  is  between  300 
and  400 ;  the  diminution  being  owing  to  the  fetting  large  farms^ 
and  cailing  down  two  villages.  Fdr  4  years  preceding  1792, 
the  births  were  44 » the  deaths  1 3,  and  the  marriages  p.  There 
are  8  farmers,  a  fmiths,  4  wrights,  2  weavers,  and  3  mafons 
in  the  parifh. 

Stipend,  and  Poor. — The  ftipend  is  L.  600  Scotch,  2  chal- 
ders  of  barley,  and  2  of  oat  meal,  with  a  glebe  of  6  acres. 
The  King  is  patron.  The  number  of  poor  on  the  roll  is  6, 
and  the  amount  of  the  aflefiment  for  their  fupport  for  the  firft 
half  year  of  1792,  is  L.  ra :  la, 

Mt/ceilaneous  Remarks. — ^The  ftone  in  the  parlOi  is  generally 
blue  whin  ftone,  with  one  quarry  of  red  free  ftone ;  on  tlic 
fide  of  the  water  of  Eden  are  two  rocks  commonly  called  the 
Meikle  and  Little  Thairn.— ^There  is  one  lake  called  Lurgie 
Loch.-*Dotterels  appear  in  a  little  flock  on  the  muirs  for  a  few 
weeks  in  June.— Both  clay  and  ftiell  marie  are  ufed  here  for 
manure. — ^Coal  is  the  common  fuel,  brought  from  England, 
and  from  Lothian.  .The  price  is  about  is.  per  Cwt. — There 
are  in  the  north  part  of  the  parifli  2  or  3  ftones  with  large 
feams,  which  it  is  faid  Mr  Pocock  when  palEng  that  way 
thought  to  have  been  cemented  together :  but  they  have  been 
carried  from  the  Lurgie  craig,  where  are  plenty  of  fuch  ftonej. 
When  broken,  they  do  not  break  at  the  feams.  They  have 
been  dug  up,  but  nothing  was  found  under  them. 

Vol.  VI.  U  u  NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XXXVUI 
PARISH  OF  AUCHTJIRMUCHTY. 

(?R£SBYT£RY  OF   CUPAa,     SYNOB    AND   COUNTT    OF 

Tin.) 

By  thi  Rev.  James  ListeRj  A.  M, 


Name^  Exttfit,  and  Surfufm 

'T^HE  town,  from  which  the  parifli  takei  its  naxnc»  is  cil- 
^  led  Auchtermuchty ;  which,  as  thofe  who  are  acquain- 
cd  with  the  Gaelic  language  fay*  fignifies,  '  the  cotts^  of 
*  the  king/— If  fo,  it  is  xpore  than  probable,  that  thistown  had 
been  originally  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  kii^s 
fervants,  during  his  refidence  at  Falkland.  The  parifli  is  2 
miles  m  lengthj  and  if  mile  in  breadth. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  country  in  this  parith  is  ex* 
tremely  various.  Towards  the  S.  the  ground  is  fp  low  and  fiat 
that  were  it  not  for  drains^  a  great  part  would  be  covered  with 
water  after  heavy  rains. ^r-Towards  the  N.  and  N.  W.  the  coun- 
try ^flumes  a  hilly  appearance.  There  nature  is  feen  in  its 
wildeft  forms,  s^nd  thofe  fond  of  romantic  fcenes  are  i9uch 
gratified  by  couteroplating  ^*  the  goodly  piofpeft  of  hills  and 
*'  dales  that  fpread  around/'  But  thouj^  mountainous,  aad 
covered  with  I^ath  in  generdlj  it  is  not  altogether  barren  or 

ufele  fs. 
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ufelefs.  Some  fpots  have  ()cen  ealtirsited  t^Ithih  thefe  few 
years;  and  there  is  d  large  plantation  of  firs,  interfperfed  with 
feme  lirix,  Jfi  a  vcty  flourifliing  (late,  the  ptopcrty  of  Mr  Gouf- 
lay  of  Kilmarron,  a  gentlemen  well  kno^n  in  this  cbufatry,  not 
only  for  his  enter prifing  fpirit,  but  alfo  for  his  judicious  and  ex« 
tenfire  improvements. 

5w/,  Climate^  tsfc. — Around  the  town  the  ground  fs  rathef 
light,  loofe,  and  hlacki  fomewhat  gravellf  and  ftony.  To- 
wards the  S.  and  S.  £•  there  is  a  mixttn-e  of  black  chyi  loam 
and  mellow  earth,  fo  eitc6edingly  fertile,  that  there  is  perhaps 
not  a  richer  fp6t  in  Scotland.  Some  inclofures  lymg  towards 
the  K*  W.  of  the  pariih  have  been  palnicula^ly  remarked  for 
the  ptodu£tion  of  excellent  pafture,  fingularly  calculated  for 
feeding  cattle,  and  confeqttentljr  have  rented  very  high  to  gra- 
ziers for  fomc  years  paft  *. 

There  is  plenty  of  free  flones  and  other  forts  commonly  ufed 
in  buifding. — ^There  are  foctr  remarkable  echoes  in  the  pa- 
nlhf. 

U  u  2  Cattle^ 

•  The  air  h  good  and  healthy.  ConTumptiviu  are  the  mbft  prevalent  diiC* 
temper,  partknlarly  among  yoimg  women,  which  perhaps  may  be  attributed 
to  their  (laying  at  home,  fpinning  at  two-handed  wheels,  and  not  enjoying  that 
comfortable  diet,  and  moderate  exercife,  the  rcfult  of  beikig  in  fervice. 

f  The  migratory  hirds  are  the  wild  gooTe,  the  lap-wing  and  the  6eldfare.— 
The  wild  geefe  make  their  appearance  about  the  firft  of  November,  and  leave 
this  place  about  the  firft  of  ApriL  The  lap-wing  is  as  it  were  the  harbinger 
of  rpring.-»When  that  is  early,  they  appear  in  February,  but  if  the  weather 
is  fcvere,  they  come  not  till  March ;  they  go  fbr  England  ot*  Ireland  about  the 
end  of  September.  They  are  much  dimitaiAied  in  numbers  withta  thefe  ftnt 
yeflrs,  becaMfe  the  gentlemen  in  thii  neighbourhood  are  now  draming  their 
moflcs  and  cultivating  their  muir  grounds,  the  uAial  haunts  of  this  beautiful 
though  gloomy  bird.  The  fieldfare  comes  from  the  northern  countries  in 
the  month  of  December;  but  when  the  winter  \%  mild  it  makes  a  very  fhott  (Uy. 
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Cj//i!rt<^MucIi  aCtentkm  is  paid  to  the  breed  of  cattle )  a 
great  many  are  reared  of  good  Hze  and  great  Talue*  Of  late 
the  cattle  dealers  from  England  have  been  in  the  habit  of  pur- 
chafing  them  privately,  which  has  injured  the  markets  coofi- 
dcrably.  They  give  from  L.  6  to  L.  la.  before  they  are  fatten- 
ed \  and  calves  new-  dropt,  which  could  have  been  purchafed 
a  few  years  ago  at  4s*  to  5s.  la(l  feafon  gave  from  ids.  to  las. 
It  is  fo  far  well  for  the  country,  that  there  is  fuch  a  demand ; 
for,  confidering  the  advanced  price  of  labour,  and  the  high 
rents  given  for  land,  if  either  the  cattle  or  grain  were  to  di- 
minifli  much  in  value,  none  of  thofe  tenants  who  have  got 
new  tacks  could  poflibly  pay  their  rents  *,  a  circumftance  to 
which  gentlemen  of  landed  property  would  do  well  to  attend^ 
if  they  regard  their  own  intereft,  and  the  conribrt  of  fuch  a 
refpcAable  and  ufeful  body  of  men* 

PopuUtion^^On  account  of  the  different  fedarifts  in  this 
parifli,  which  will  be  afterwards  more  particularly  taken  notice 
of,  it  is  difficult  to  afcertain  with  precifion  the  increafe  of  po- 
pulation ;  as  thefe  fe£barifts  feldom  regifter  the  births  of  their 
children  in  the  books  appropriated  for  that  purpofe ;  but  it  is 
the  opinion  of  fome  aged  inhabitants,  whofe  veracity  may  be 
depended  upon,  that  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  and  houfes 
within  the  town,  has  encrcafed  at  lead  one  half  within  thefe 
60  years. 


Number  of  fouls  in  1755 

halt 

147 

.     1308 

Males 

6t 

Females 

86 

w^^ 

In  the  town        -      -     X134 

In  the  country 

-    158 

Males          -          -         5^7 

Males 

7S 

Females          -          -      607 

Females 

-         83 

In  the  village  of  Danes^ 

Total  males 

*    663 

• 

Total 
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Total  Females 

776 

Butchers 

4 

Annual  average  of  births^ 

Hairdrefler  (who  a/}s  oc- 

for  ID  years  preceding 

cafionally  as  a  player) 

X 

1792,  as  nearly  as  can 

Barbers 

2 

be  computed 

3Jt 
18 

Surgeons 

Their  apprentices 

2 

4 

21 

Writer        ... 

X 

Age  of  the  oldeft  man 

92 

Merchants 

6 

ConGderable  farmers 

12 

Shopkeepers        -        • 

zo 

Linen  manufafturers 

205 

Eftabliihed  clergyman 

I 

Taylors 

20 

Relief  receding  do. 

I 

Blackfmiths 

7 

Burgher  do.  do. 

I 

Wrights 

>5 

Antiburgher  do.  do. 

X 

Saddler 

I 

Eftablifted  church,  not 

Shoemakers 

18 

including  children 

620 

Wheelwrights 

3 

Relief  church,  dof. 

284 

Coopers 

3 

Burghers,  do. 

189 

Heelpmakers 

2 

Antiburghers,  do. 

93 

Dyers 

2 

Batchelors  above  25  years 

Bakers 

6 

of  age       -      .      . 

i5 

Inftead 


•  It  U  to  be  regretted  that  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  regiftiation  of  mar- 
mgcs  and  deaths,  as  this  neglefi  not  only  injures  the  fcflion  clerks,  but  the 
re^nuc  itfclf.  The  Ux  indeed  U  very  unpopular;  and  the  ad  of  Parliament 
which  iflipofes  it  onght  either  immediately  to  be  enforced  or  repealed. 

t  The  diTifions  in  thU  pariih  commenced  Toon  after  the  depofition  of  Mr 
GiUcfpie.  Thefe  furely  arc  among  the  greateft  judgements  ^hich  can  bcfal  any 
place.  They  are  a  judgement  temporaUy,  as  they  take  away  the  fubftance 
of  families  to  fupport  minifters,  and  thus  often  prevent  the  juft  cUims  of  o- 
then  being  paid.  They  are  a  judgement  fpiritually,  as  they  extinguilh  that 
fpWt  of  love  and  charity,  the  diftinguilhing  charaAeriftics  of  our  holy  religion. 
At  the  fame  time,  thejiparifli  minifter  U^es  on  very  good  terms  with  their  cler- 
gy,  who  feem  to  be  well  difpofed  men,  and  he  defires  to  lore  all  who  are  lov- 
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•  Inftead  of  any  learing  the  parifli  for  want  of  employmenty  or 
there  being  any  uninhabited  houfes,  a  demand  for  both  daily 
encreafesi  although  upwards  of  40  new  houfes  hare  been  built 
within  thefe  few  years. 

Natural  Pr»A5&iix.-*Cortipating  the  fertility  of  the  laiid  in 
this  parifli  to  what  it  was  in  former  times,  a  very  remarkable 
difference  will  be  found ;  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  that 
one  fifth  more  of  provifion  is  annually  producedi  than  what 
was  raifed  in  the  fame  time,  on  the  memory  of  tnany  yet  aUre. 
To  account  for  this,  recourfe  mufl  be  had  to  the  hiflory  of  fo- 
ciety  in  its  progrefs  from  a  rude  to  a  civilized  flate*  It  is  ac- 
knowledged by  all,  that  when  mankind  were  in  an  uncultivated 
ftate,  every  individual  provided  for  himfelf  all  the  neceflaries 
of  fife ;  but  as  the  manners  of  the  human  fpecies  improved, 
Ihe  arts  were  divided  among  difierent  hands,  and  individuals, 
with  the  fruit  of  theh*  refpeftive  employments,  purchafed  from 
the  nfanufaAurers  of  other  commodities  whatever  they  flood 
in  need  of.  Thus  every  thing  was  not  only  procured  at 
a  much  ealier  rate,  but  finifhed  in  much  greater  perfe£iron. 
It  was  but  lately  that  Scotland,  efpecially  this  part,  and  places 
adjoining  to  populous  towns  and  villages,  arrived  at  a  proper 
knowledge  of  agriculture.  The  learned  Dr.  Anderlbn's  trea* 
tife,  and  others  on  this  fub]e£l,  begin  now  to  be  read  witb  ad- 
vantage by  farmers ;  and  confequentty  the  modem  fyfietti  of 
hufl}andry  is  generally  adopted.  The  minifler  too,  who  farms 
about  twenty  acres,  flatters  himfelf  that  he  has  been  of  fome 

ufe 

•n  of  the  tnitk,  tlMii^  they  ony  dtfer  in  leiler  aatters.  It  it  well  for  the 
Bunifters  of  the  cfbbHflied  church,  that  theb  iubfiAence  docs  not  depend  on 
the  oafprice  of  the  people,  as  the  idieTers  here  btdy  turned  offan  snofciim  old 
men  who  had  preached  to  them  upwards  of  twenty  years ;  and  who  noft  have 

laicred  in  the  eyening  of  life,  had  not  their  injuftice  been  compeniated  by  the* 
benerolence  of  a  fon. 
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ofe  to  hi$  parii);  in  this  refpe£l^  as  within  thefe  three  years 
he  has  raifed  tuqiips,  potatoes,  wheat,  and  barley  on  a  fpqt 
where  th^j  were  never  before  feen  in  the  memory  of  man. 
The  crop  on  that  ground  this  feafon  is  furpafled  by  none  in 
the  country*  There  are  i^  the  pariih  only  one  fmall  flock  of 
(heep,  about  160  horfes,  and  230  cows,  in  general  of  a  good 
breed.  The  parifli  contains  upwards  of  3000  acres,  90  of  which 
^re  generally  appropiiated  to  the  railing  of  flax.  Although 
the  crop  this  fcaibn  promifes  well,  yet  for  thefe  fome  years  pafi: 
it  has  beep,  very  indiflerent,  which  makes  it  the  more  to  be  re* 
gretted  that  the  Honourable  Board  of  Truftees  fliould  have 
CHTtailed  the  bounty  on  that  artick.  There  are  about  70  acr^ 
in  turnips  and  cabbage,  150  ia  wheat,  aoo  in4bwiigraf%  and 
160  in  pafture»  the  remainder  is  occupied  in  raifing  oats, 
barley  and  potatoes.  All  thfe  wafte  grounds,  to  the  extent  of 
between  6  or  700  acres,  are  planted  with  fir*  In  general 
bc?ns  an4  peafe  are  fown  in  the  end  of  March,  oats  in  April 
and  barley  in  the  beginning  of  May.  Conildering  the  back- 
wardne{s  of  the  feafons  of  late,  fowing  ought  to  commence 
more  early  \  yet  fome  of  the  old  farmers  ftill  delay  it,  alledg- 
ing,  that  they  did  not  begin  laft  year  till  fuqh  a  week,  or  fuch 
a  day  i  as  if  providence  always  limited  the  ftafon  to  a  week  or 
a  day.  The  wheat  which  is  Town  in  the  montha  of  September 
and  O&ober,  is  generally  cut  down  ak>ng  with  the  barley  ia 
the  months  of  Auguft  and  September  following* 

There  is  marie,  but  no  other  kinds  of  minerals  have  yet  been 
difcovered*  The  gardens  produce  every  nece(&ury  vegetable  and 
root,  together  with  all  kinds  of  common  fruits.  A  fmatt  ri<r 
vulct  flows  diceAly  through  the  town  and  fidis  into  the  river 
Eden,  a  ti^^e  below  the  village  of  Daneflialt,  which  terminates 
the  fouthern  part  of  the  pariih. 

JlMPiS/8iflltf#w.----'Attch(enn«ghty  ie   wcfl   calcubted   £»r 
3  mamift^koriest 
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manufa£iories»  being  fituated  in  a  healthy  fertile  cotintrj.— A 
gentleman  from  Glafgow  propofes  to  eftablifli  a  tambour  l»randi 
immediately}  which  muft  contribute  to  the  profperity  of  the 
town,  as  thereby  a  number  of  children,  who  at  prefent  can 
be  of  no  fertice  either  to  themfelves  or  their  parents,  will  find 
employment.  It  muft  alfo  be  an  eligible  fituation  for  an 
woolen  branch,  confidering  its  vicinity  to  the  Lomond  hilb, 
and  the  frequent  opportunities  of  conveying  wool  from  the 
Ochils.  Such  is  the  fpirit  of  induftry  and  enterprise,  which 
now  aduates  the  inhabitants,  that  a  manufaAory  of  that  (brt 
could  not  fail  to  fucceed.  From*  the  books  of  the  ftamp-ma£* 
ter  of  Auchtermuchty,  it  appears  that,  from  ift  Norenber 
1790  to  ift  November  17919  he  ftamped 

239,244^  yards  of  35  inch  wide  brown  li- 
nen, valued  at  pfd.  per  yard  L.  9470     i     8f 

260,093  yards  of  30  and  27  inch  wide  brown 
Sileiia  linen,  valued  at  8d.  per  yard  8669  15   10 

2|212|  yards  of  white  lineni  at  8d,  73  >  5     2 
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Great  part  of  the  above  muft  be  manufa£lured  in  the  town, 
and  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  as  there  are  ftamp  offices 
in  Falkland  and  Newburgh,  which  are  within  two  and  three 
miles  of  Auchtermuchty.  An  ordinary  journeyman  weaver 
will  work  9  fpindles  in  a  week,  at  is.  per  fpindle,  but  others  who 
are  more  expert  at  their  buGnefs,  will  weave  17  fpindles 
at  the  fame  rate.  L.  50,000  ftcrling  is  annually  expended  by 
green  linen  merchants  in  this  town  for  that  article  *• 

Ecclijlmftuml 

*.  Wages  within  thefe  so  yean  are  more  tbsn  double,  at  that  period  jd. 
halfpenny  per  fpindle,  was  the  ordinary  price.  labourers  now  receive  is. 
per  day,  Wrights  js.  2d.  mafons  zSd.  Uylon  who  work  oat  of  their  houfcs 

Sd. 
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EccUjiaftical  State,  Town,  life,  Auchtcrmuchty  was  confti- 
lutcd  a  royal  burgh  by  James  the  IV.  which  charter  was  re- 
newed by  James  the  VI.  It  enjoys  all  the  privileges  of  a  roy- 
al burgh,  but  that  of  fending  a  reprefentative  to  parliament. 
tt  has  3  bailies  chofen  annually  at  Michaelmafs,  15  councillors^ 
(one  of  them  treafureir)  and  a  clerk.  The  annual  income  of 
the  town*s  property  is  L.  106 :  14 : 6,  which  arifes  from  the 
cuftom  of  fairs,  rent  of  the  millsi  &c.  How  that  money  is  dif- 
pofed  of  is  belt  known  to  thofe  to  whom  the  management  of 
it  is  intfulted.  By  the  charter  there  was  a  market  appointed 
to  be  held  every  Tuefday,  which  it  is  to  be  regretted  is  now 
done  away.  There  are  four  conGderable  fairs  in  the  year,  the 
one  held  on  \ht  13th  of  July,  by  the  (ame  charter,  was  to 
tontinue  8  days.  It  is  now  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  in 
^ife,  for  the  fale  of  black  cattle,  horfes,  (heep,  wool,  &c. 

The  church  was  built  in  1780.  The  patronage  belongs  to 
Moncrieffof  Retdy,  an  antient  and  refpe£table  family,  who 
received  fome  (ignal  tokens  of  favour  from  one  of  the  Scottifh 
kings,  when  refiding  at  Falkland.  The  ftipend  is  3  chalders 
bf  barley,  3  chalders  of  oats,  and  L.  36 :  13  : 4.  fterling.  The 
glebe  is  now  let  at  L.  19.  Sterling. — ^Therc  are  65  heritors,  of 
whom  57  refide  in  the  pariih.  A  new  manfe  is  juft  now  fi- 
niQied,  and  much  to  th6  honour  of  the  heritors  is  inferior  to 
none  in  the  country  \  the  church  too  is  well  finifhed,  and  fu- 
perior  to  the  generality  in  the  neighbourhood.  There  is  a 
flour  mill,  a  corn  mill,  and  2  lint  mills.  Within  thefe  few 
years  there  was  a  cotton  work  \  but  one  of  the  partners  dying 
before  it  had  well  commenced,  it  is  converted  into  a  mill  for 

Vol.  VI.  X  x  drcffmg 

Sd.  And  thetr  rivals.  When  a  common  labourer  is  frugal  and  laell  married, 
he  can  do  more  than  fupport  himfclf  and  family*  The  ufual  wages  of  male 
fcnrants  in  hufbandry  are  from  L.  6  :  to  L.  7.  per  annum.  A  female  icrvant 
L  %  :  xcs.  bclidcs  as  much  ground  as  will  fow  2  lippies  of  flax  feed. 
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drefling  flax.      The  price  of  beef  and  mutton  is  geaenOj 
about  4d.  and  4id  per  lib. 

Mifcettaneous  Ohfervaiions. — ^Thc  chief  diCtdvantages  confift 
in  bsing  at  a  diftance  from  coal,  there  being  none  nearer  than 
Balbimie  and  Balgony,  6  miles  off ;  but  were  the  proprietors 
of  thefe  mines  to  ercc^  a  coal  yatd  here,  they  would  find  their 
account  in  fo  doing.  Another  is,  the  want  of  a  prc^r  fchool- 
mafter  and  fchool4ioufe  \  and  without  an  augmentation  of  fa- 
lary,  which  at  prefent  is  only  L.  5  :  i  is.  it  can  never  be  ex- 
pedled  that  a  man  of  merit  will  devote  his  time  and  talents  for 
fuch  a  trifle.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  youth  in  this 
place  have  been,  and  now  are,  ruined  with  bad  fchoolmafters ; 
and  to  this  may  be  attributed  in  a  great  degree  the  narrow  and 
uncharitable  difpoGtions  of  tlie  inhabitants,  and  that  bigotry 
and  party  fpirit  which  manifefts  itfelf  in  all  the  adioos  of 
thofe  who  are  given  to  divifive  courfes. — ^The  rent  of  tradef- 
men's  houfes  is  from  2os«  to  50s.  The  valued  rent  of  the  pa^ 
rifli  is  L.  5782  Scots,  and  the  land- rent  of  L.  4000  fterling. 
The  lands  immediately  around  the  town  let  from  L.  2  :  to 
L>  3 :  IDS*  per  acre,  though  it  mu(l  be  acknowledged  that  thofe 
who  pay  fuch  rents  have  other  means  of  fubfifting  themfelves 
and  families  than  from  the  produce  *. 

The 

*  ScTcral  places  take  their  names  from  fome  remarkable  ciicomllances 
which  had  happened  at  or  near  them.  Danelhalt  is  fnppofei}  to  (igmily  the 
fidter  9/ the  Bane»j  as  it  is  faid  that  formerly  the  Danes  having  made  an  inva- 
fioB  into  the  country,  were  repulfed  in  Falkland  mnir,  fled,  and  coocemlrd 
thcmfcWcs  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pariih  of  Auchtermuchty.  Daneikalt  is 
half  a  mile  diflant  froiA  Auchtermuchty  ;  and  the  road  to  Falkland,  Kirkaldy, 
and  Kinghorn  lies  direAly  through  this  Tillage^  which  is  the  property  of  £- 
benezcr  Marfhall,  Efq.  of  Hill  Caimy,  who  is  doing  every  thing  to  cncreafe 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  by  feuing  out  ground  for  building,  &c.  The 
great  M'Duff  is  fiippofed  to  have  lived  once  ia  Auchtermuchty,  m  a  houlie 
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The  roads  and  bridges  are  getting  into  high  repair ;  and  the 
advantage  of  the  turnpikes  which  are  now  cftablilhed  in  this 
county,  will  foon  be  felt  by  all  ranks,  though  at  prcfenti  the 
common  people  do  not  relifli  them,  as  they  deem  the  ftatute- 
labour  a  great  hardfliip.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  repair  the 
road  from  Perth  to  Kinghom,  through  Auchtermuchty^hill, 
^Rrhich  will  add  to  the  profperity  of  the  town  5  for  travellers  will 
naturally  come  this  way,  inftead  of  going  by  the  Ferry,  as  it 
vill  {ave  them  twenty  miles  journeying.  The  poft  ought  aifo 
to  come  this  way,  and  the  poft*  office  for  this  diftri£l  to  be  efta- 
bliihed  here,  rather  than  at  Falkland  *,  as  this,  is  not  only  a  more 
centrical  place,  and  more  bufinefs  carried  on,  but  it  is  alfo  in  a 
dire£t  line  from  Kinrofs  to  Cupar,  and  St.  Andrews. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  parifh,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are 
very  induftrious,  and  rather  economical  than  otherwife ;  in  fo 
much  that  there  are  only  6  on  the  poor's  lift.  There  is  here  a 
fociety  diftinguifhed  by  their  focial  habits,  their  hofpitality, 
and  their  benevolence  to  the  poor.  Upon  the  whole,  if  Sir 
John  Sinclair  wiflies  that  hi3  patriotic  exertions  ftiould  be  effec- 
tually crowned  with  fuccefs,  and  the  condition  of  the  country 
meliorated,  he  muft  devife  fome  means  of  incrcafing  the  fa- 
laries  of  countrj  fchoolmafters ;  fo  that  men  of  merit  may 
be  induced  to  uke  upon  them  that  important  charge,  the 
education  of  youth  \  for  as  the  poet  fays. 

'^  'Tis  education  forms  the  human  mind. 
"  Juft  as  the  twig  is  bent,  the  tree's  inclin'd." 
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now  the  property  of  William  Mardiall,  Efq. — In  the  South  EaA  end  of  the^ 
puifli,  there  are  the  remains  of  a  road :  it  commences  at  the  eaft  end  of 
Rofie-brac,  and  runs  in  a  direA  line  to  Falkland.  In  ploughing  the  lands 
where  it  lies,  the  ploi^b  is  frequently  obftroAed  by  large  ftones }  and  what 
makes  it  more  remarkable  is»  that  thefc  lands  about  50  years  ago  were  over- 
flown with  water. 
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NUMBER      XXXIX, 
PARISH   OF    ORDIQ^UHILL. 

(presbyter T  OF   FORDYCE,    SYNOD   OF   AB«RDS£2^ 
COUNTY   OF   BANFF.) 

By  the  Rev.  Ma.  Robert  Ogilyi^ 


Name,  Extent,  and  Stipend* 

/^RDIQUHILL  is  of  Gaelic  original,  and  Cgnifies»  the 
^^  "  hollow  befidc  the  height."  The  Earl  of  Findlatcr 
is  patron ;  and,  though  he  has  not  a  foot  of  ground  in  the  pa- 
rifh,  pays  moft  of  the  (lipend.  The  parifli  is  of  an  oblong 
forn),  being  near  4  miles  in  length,  from  N.  to  S.  and  about 
3  in  breadth.  It  was  formerly  a  chapelry  in  the  parifli  of  For- 
dyce,  where  public  worfliip  was  performed  once  a  month ;  and 
feems  to  have  been  ere£ied  into  a  feparate  parifli,  about  the  year 
1622*  The  church,  which  was  built  about  the  fame  time,  on  the 
fpot  where  then  flood  St.  Mary's  chapel,  is,  at  prefent,  in  bad 
repair-,  asisalfo  the  maqce  and  office  houfes*  The  ftipend,  includ- 
ing the  glebe,  which  here  is  not  worth  much,  is  about  L.  70 
fterling  yearly— ^Previous  to  the  augmentation,  which  took 
place  in  1766,  it  was  one  of  the  fmalleft  ftipendsin  Scotland^ 
being  in  all  not  above L.  30  fterling^  affi»riir.«>The  fchooi- 

mafl.eT*s 
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mailer's  falary  is  8  bolls  of  meal,  L.  i :  5  as  feflion  clerk ;  and, 
the  profits  arifing  from  baptifms  and  marriages,  and  from  aboUt 
40  fcholars* 

Names  of  Places,  Mineral  Springs,  (?'r,— -The  names  of  pla- 
ces in  this  parifh  fccm  modly  of  Gaelic  original.— *— There 
are  feveral  excellent  mineral  wells  in  the  parifh ;  which  were 
formerl]r  much  frequented.  They  are  of  a  medicinal  quality* 
and  are  known  to  be  ufeful  in  many  complaints,  particularly 
thofe  of  a  fcorbutic  nature*  One  of  them,  being  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  was  formerly  at  certain  feafons  much  refort- 
^d  to  by  the  fuperftitions  as  well  as  the  fick.  The  air  here  is 
falubrious,  and  the  people  healthy,  hofpitable  and  induilrious. 
^— The  face  the  country  is  wildly  beautiful,  and  correfponds  ex- 
Si£tly  with  the  fignification  of  the  name  given  to  it. 

,  ProduceandRenU — About  two  thirds  of  the  parifh  are  arable  | 
the  other  is  flill  in  a  flate  of  nature,  and  partly  covered  with 
heath.  The  foil  is,  in  general,  deep ;  but  cold  and  wet  at  the 
bottom.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  lint,  turnips  and  potatoes 
are  raifcd  here ;  but  hemp,  cabbages,  and  the  like,  however, 
are  fcldom  produced  in  the  fields.  Though  there  are  3  or  4 
farms  of  about  100  acres  arable,  befides  a  confiderable  extent 
of  pafture,  the  higheft  rent,  every  thing  included,  does  not 
exceed  L  40  flerling  yearly.  The  valued  lent  of  the  parifh  is 
L.  1 700  Scots  \  the  real  rent  at  prefent,  including  fervitudes* 
amounts  to  about  L.  700  flerling. 

Proprietor  and  Improvements. — Sir  Ernefl  Gordon  of  Parkt 
who  generally  refides  in  the  parifh,  is  fole  proprietor ;  and  his 
houfe,  which  is  lately  fitted  up  in  the  modern  tafte,  is  com- 
modious and  elegant ;  and  furrounded  by  a  number  of  vener- 
able afh,  and  other  trees,  in  a  thriving  way.  He  is  fprcad- 
2  ing 
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log  trnprorements  rapidly  arocmd  htm ;  and  there  is  now  a 
^obabilitjTi  that  agricnhtire  ^\\\  adrance  apace  i  though,  is 
this  part  of  the  country,  it  maft  be  cqnfcflcd  (he  »  but  in  her 
infancy.  There  is  mofs  enongh  here  for  generations  to  corns, 
and  ftones  fni&cient  for  the  purpofe  of  inclofing ;  and,  cbovgh 
Ac  partfh  cannot  boaft  of  woods,  and  grores,  of  ferefts,  and 
watcr-ifalls,  yet  it  can  be  faid  that  it  has  winding  rillsj  and  pur^ 
Bng  ftreamsi  in  abundance ;  and  that  there  is  fcarcely  a  farm,  or 
col-houfe,  in  this  diilriA,  but  has  fome  fpreading  trees  to 
Icreen  and  adorn  it*  A(h  and  other  hard  woods  thrive  tderv 
Uywell;  howeveri  the  foil,  in  general,  fecms  better  adapted 
Cdt  aller  and  other  aquatics ;  and  there  is  the  pleafing  profpcd, 
that  the  oaklings,  and  various  feedlings,  that  hare  lately  been 
planted,  will  give  an  agreeable  variety  to  this  part  of  the  coaD> 
try,  and  prove  a  lading  fource  of  wealth  and  amuiement  totbc 
induftriotts  proprietor. 

if/7/j.— The  Knock  hill,  part  of  which  belongs  to  this  parifli, 
is  about  2500  feet  above^the  level  of  the  fea }  and,  as  its  tower- 
ing head  in  feen  from  afar,  it  becomes  an  eicellent  landmark 
to  thofe  who  trade  in  the  Murray  Firth.  It  is  fituated,  as  it 
wtre,  in  a  large  capacious  plain  \  and,  while  it  produces  a  varie- 
ty of  excellent  game  for  the  amufement  and  health  of  the  fpord- 
man,  and  fuggefts  to  the  contemplative  mind  an  idea  of  the 
grand,  the  fublime,  and  the  beautiful,  it  affords  a  delicious 
repaft  for  the  flocks  and  herds  of  thofe  that  live  near.  The  pa* 
jilhes  of  Grange,  Fordyce,  and  Ordiquhill  meet  on  the  top 
of  this  hill }  and,  on  the  very  fpot  where  they  meet,  is  a  ter- 
minus, or  mark,  from  which  is  feen  the  greater  part  of  Caith* 
nefs,  Rofs,  Banff,  Murray,  &c.  the  windings  of  the  Devem, 
part  of  Spey,  the  Murray  Firth,  the  German  ocean,  &c.  &c. 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.     In  {hort,  this  hill  afibrds  one  of 

the 
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the  moft  grand,  beautiful,  and  variegated  profpeda  Ibutli  dE 
the  Tweed*. 

Pcfuiation. — ^Thcre  arc,  at  prefcnt,  517  fouls  in  the  pariSi, 
and,  of  thefe,  130  below  ten  years  of  age.— -Several  .old  peo- 
ple died  lately,  upwards  of  90*  The  oldeft  peribn  juft  now, 
is  about  86,  there  are  three  men  above  So,  and  as  many  wo- 
men ;  one  of  them  was  never  married.  The  number  of  males 
and  females,  is  nearly  equal.  There  452  examinable  perfom 
In  it,  6  Seceders,  about  as  many  Methodifts,  two  Roman  C»- 
tliolics,  and  one  £pifcopaliaD« 

There  is  only  one  village  in  the  pariih.  It  contains,  at  pre-> 
fent  but  12  families*  It  is  called  Cornhill:  and  near  it,  dur- 
ing the  fummer  feaCon,  there  are  annually  held  fome  well  £ce- 
quented  markets.  There  are  but  few  handycraftfmen;  and, 
at  prefent,  only  3  apprentices.— The  farms  are,  in  general* 
uninclofed,  and  but  fmall  j  being  commonly  from  L.  5  to  L.  20 
fterling  yearly  rent«^-TiU  of  late,  however,  few  leafes  were 
given  without  a  graflum. — The  people  are,  in  general,  modcft, 
fober,  and  of  a  religious  deportment ;  and,  though  few  of  thea 
may  be  faid  to  be  rich,  yet  there  has  not  been  any  begging 
poor,  belonging  to  the  pariilii,  in  the  memory  of  man. — The 
contributions,  feat  rents,  &c.  &c.  for  the  behoof  of  the  poor, 
amount  to  about  L.  tf :  10  per  annum. — There  are,  at  an  a- 
▼erage,  in  the  parifli,  5  marriages,  18  births,  and  10  deaths 

annually. 

*  The  feed  time  here  is  commonly  finiihed  Toon  after  Whitfandaj,  aad^  bf 
the  middle  of  October,  the  farmer,  in  general,  fees  his'  com  beyond  the  power 
of  the  dorm. 

Among  the  many  improvements  tliat  might  be  introduced  into  this  part  of 
the  country,  a  bridge,  on  tlie  great  road  between  Huntly  and  Portiby,  oter  the 
Boyn,  which  partly  mns  through  the  parifh,  is  much  needed.  For  want  of 
Inch  an  accommodation,  feTcral  ufcful  members  of  Todety  have  loft  their  lives; 
and  a  woman,  in  attempting  to  crofs  it,  was  with  her  horfe  hurried  down  the 
Hreain,  where  they  periihed. 
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annually*— — 'The  number  of  inhabitants  has  continiicil  iof 
thefc  hundred  years  pad,  nearly  what  it  is  at  prefcnt.  The  tt* 
turn  to  Dr.  Webfter,  however^  was  666  fouls  *• 

Mifcellaneous  Olfnvations.'-^Thc  people  here  arc,  in  general, 
ef  a  contented  mind,  not  given  to  any  peculiar  vice,  and  regular 
attendants  on  public  worihip;  and,  though  few  of  them  are  gau* 
dily  drefled,  yet  mod  of  them  appear  at  the  church  in  clean 
and  decent  apparel.— About  30  years  agb,  there  were  only  3 
hatSi  and  3  watches  in  the  parifh,  being  thofe  the  proprietor, 
the  minifter,  and  the  fchoolmailer ;  but  now  almoft  every  la* 
bouring  fervant  has  his  hat,  and  watch,  his  Englifh  cloth  ccat^ 
his  white  thread  (lockings,  &c.  The  ordinary  fuel  is  peat, 
and  turf;  and  the  making  of  tether  bindings,  and  ropes  from 
mofs-iir,  is  common  all  round  this  part  of  the  country  f  . 

Mr  Walter  Goodall,  a  native  of  this  parifli,  afliftcd  Mr. 
Thomas  Ruddiman,  in  feveralof  his  produdions;  and,  about 
the  year  1 750  publiflicd  2  vols.  8vo.  in  defence  of  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots. 

There 

*The  price  of  labour  here  is  much  mcretfed  of  hte ;  as  is  alio  that  of  every 
thing.  About  30  years  ago  a  labouring  fervant  would  have  been  got  for 
L.  a  :  10,  and  now  he  cannot  be  had  under  L.  6  fterling  a  year.  Female  fei- 
vants  earn  from  L.  a  to  L  3  Oerling  yeari>. — ^The  furplus  grain,  which  annu- 
ally amounts  to  fome  hundred  bolls»  is  generally  carried  to  Portfoy,  or  Ban^, 
the  neareft  Tea  port  towns ;  to  which  pUces,  aUb,  and  Cullcn,  moft  of  the  o* 
ther  furplus  produAs  are  carried  for  fale. 

f  There  is  a  woman  in  this  parifli,  that  has  the  perfect  uieof  all  her  facul^ 
ties,  though  flie  has  not  been  above  half  an  hour  at  mm  out  of  bed  thefe  30 
years.  A  difappointment  in  love  is  thought  to  have  been  the  caufe  ;  for»  a« 
bout  33  years  ago,  upon  her  father's  difcouraging  -a  young  man's  paying 
his  addrcfles  to  her,  file  went  to  bed,  and  has  never  left  it  fmce.  The  flnig^ 
gle,  it  Teems,  between  love  and  filial  alTe^Uon,  ran  fo  high,  as  materially  to 
a£eA  her  a^ve  powers. 
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Hierc  IS  but  one  inn  in  the  parifli. — Several  hundreds  of  cat- 
tle^iheep,  &c.  are  carried  annually  from  hence  tothefouthward» 
Land  is  commonly  ploughed  by  oxen  i  pxeA  and  horfesi  how- 
ever,  are  joined  to  the  fame  plough.-^But  to  conclude  this  (hort 
imperfeA  account ;  at  a  diilance  from  the  abodes  of  luxury 
and  vice,  the  wants  of  the  people  of  this  parilh  ate  but  few  \ 
and  nothing  feems  more  calculated  fot  bettering  their  exter« 
nal  circumftances,  and  making  their  days  glide  on  comfbrta* 
biy,  than  extending  leafes  to  a  greater  lengthy  and  encourage- 
ing  them  to  inclofe,  drain,  and  improve  their  farms.  Such  a 
meafure  would  alfo  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  proprietor  *• 


*  Meal  generally  fells  at  about  9d  halfpeimy  peir  peck  ;-^4ecf  and  mut- 
ton at  3d  hal^nny;— a  good  hen  at  8d. — and  a  fat  lamb  at  3s. — ^A.  labour- 
er earns  about  xod.  a  day ;— a  maibn  x6d«— a  carpenter  X4d. — and  a  tayloi* 
6d.  and  his  maintenance* 


Vol.  VI.  t  y  NyMBEil 
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NUMBER      XL. 
PARISH   OF   LITTLE  DUNKELD. 


(presbytery   of    DUNKELD,    synod    of  PERTH  AND 
STIRLING,*   COUNTY    OF    PERTH,) 


-&y  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Robertson. 


Namey  ExUnt,  Surface^  iSc 

npHEparilhofLittlcDunkeldis  united  to  thatofLaganalachxc; 
the  latter  deriving  its  name  from  si  faint  called  Aulachy** 
The  figure  of  the  parifti  is  a  kind  of  irregular  triangle,  the 
longer  fides  being  the  northern  and  fouthern  boundaries,  each 
of  them  from  15  to  16  miles  in  length,  and  the  (horter,  the 
wcftcrn  limit,  which  ftretches  from  the  Tay  on  the  N.  to  the 
river  Bran,  at  Amulrie,  (an  inn  on  the  military  road  from  Stir- 
ling to  Tay  bridge)  at  the  S,  W.  corner.  Nature  has  divided  it 
into  three  dillri^s,  each  of  which  would  make  a  parifli  of  or- 
dinary magnitude,  both  in  refpedt  of  extent  and  population. 
The  firft  begins  at  the  eaftern  extremity  next  thepari(hof  Kin« 

claven, 

*  It  appears  from  Dean  MUn's  manufcript  Memoirs  6f  the  cathedral  of 
Dunkeld  (in  the  pofleiCon  of  the  Duke  of  AthoU),  that  the  parifh  of  Caputh 
once  ma4p  a  part  of,thifi  di(lri€t,  from  which  it  was  detached  about  a  ceatuiy 
before  the  Reftoratioa. 
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ciaven,  and  ends  at  a  fmall  villat^e  called  Invar,  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  n^ilc  W.  from  the  church.  Murtlily,  the  refidcnce  of 
the  Stewarts  of  Grandtully,  is  in  this  diftrift,  and  prefents  itfclf 
to  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  on  the  right 
hand,  the  moment  he  comes  in  fight  of  the  Tay,  upon  the 
great  Highland  road  from  Perth  to  Dunkeld.  This  may  be  call- 
ed the  diftria  of  Murthly,  as  the  barony  of  that  name  makes 
the  gre ateft  part  of  it. 

The  foil  towards  the  E.  is  a  kind  of  black  loam  with  a  fmall 
rr*ixturc  of  fand.  It  is  for  the  mod  part  light  and  free,  but 
not  ungrateful  to  the  hufbandman  who  treats  it  with  fkill  and 
induftry.  The  furfacc  is  waving  and  various,  but  no  where 
too  deep  for  the  plough.  The  inclofures  of  Murthly  are  fpa- 
cious  and  beautiful.  There  is  a  large  traft  of  uncultivated 
heathy  muir,  all  capable  of  cultivation ;  but  a  confiderable  part 
of  it  18  covered  with  valuable  woods.  The  weftern  part  of  this 
didri£l  confifts  of  a  (Iripe  of  arable  land,  extending  three  milc9 
below  Invar,  in  the  bottom  of  a  deep  narrow  vale  along  th^ 
Tay,  adorned  with  oak  woods  and  plantations. 

The  hill  of  Birnam,  rendered  claflic  ground,  by  the  magic 
pen  of  Shakefpear,  rifes  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  vale,  with  a 
rude  and  (Iriking  magnificence,  to  an  elevation  higher  thaa 
that  of  the  Sidla  hills  in  Forfar-fhire  oppofite  to  it.  The  foil  \% 
a  mixed  fand,  far  from  being  unproduQive  vhen  ;;ultivated 
with  judgement. 

The  fecond  di(lri£b  ftretches  from  Invar  along  the  Tay  about 
10  miles,  till  it  joins  Grandtully  in  the  paridi  of  Dull.  The 
greatcd  part  of  this  tract,  having  once  been  the  property  of 
the  fee  of  Dunkeld,  is  called  the  bifhopric  %  under  which  name 
therefore  this  whole  didrifl  may  be  comprehended.  It  con* 
tains  a  confiderable  number  of  inhabitants. 

The  cultivated  lands  make  the  fcuth  fide  of  a  charming  val- 
ley, through  which  the  river  winds  its  courfe  in  a  gentle  majedic 

Y  y  2  current* 
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current*  The  fieldsare  level  and  of  eafy  culture.  A'.regular  fy£* 
tern  of  agriculture  would  foon  give  this  diftri<2  the  appearance 
,  of  an  almoft  continued  feries  of  beautiful  gardens,  from  the  one 
extremity  to  the  other.  A  ride  through  the  whole  leng;th  of 
this  divifion  is  peculiarly  delightful  to  a  travcUeri  palling  alter* 
nately  through  woods  and  lawns,  at  the  bottom  of  a  long  range 
of  mountains,  prefenting  a  bold  and  elevated  face ;  and  which 
by  its  various  angles  and  (Iriking  proje£lions,iseverand  anon  en- 
tertaining the  eye  with  varying  (hades  of  light,  and  new  prof- 
peds,  on  each  fide  of  the  valley,— Two  or  three  gentlemcns 
feats,ofafnug  and  romantic  appearance,  add  confiderably  to  the 
beauty  of  the  rural  fcene.  The  foil  conlifts  chiefly  of  fand, 
with  fome  mixture  of  loam* 

The  remaining  diilri£t  is  feparated  from  the  biflioprick  by 
a  large  tra£l  of  hilly  ground  of  confiderable  extent  and  elcva* 
tion :  This  too,  is  a  valley,  extending  9  miles  we(lward>  from 
luvar  to  Amulrie,  and  derives  the  name  of  Strath-bran  from 
the  liver  Bran,  which  runs  through  its  whole  length,  and  falls 
into  the  Tay  oppoCte  Dunkeld.  The  arable  fields  rife  from 
the  river  towards  the  hills,  on  each  fide,  in  a  gentle  flope. 
The  country  is  planted  thick  with  populous  hamlets  and  farms  \ 
fuftains  about  1400  inhabitants,  old  and  young,  and  locks 
cheerful  and  thriving.  One  of  the  proprietors  has  his  refidence 
near  the  weftern  extremity  of  this  di(tri£l,  which  he  is  begin- 
ning  to  improve  confiderably  both  in  the  way  of  agriculture 
and  planting.  The  foil  of  this  country  is  of  no  mean  quality, 
being  a  mixture  of  reddifli  clay  and  loam.  It  abounds  more  in 
moifture  than  the  other  diftri^s,  and  is  very  favoi^rablc  to  the 
growth  of  f)ax. 

The  hills  of  theparifli  arc  thofe  already  mentioned,  together 
with  a  long  tra£l,  of  about  4000  acres,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  Bran.  They  are  for  the  mod  part  covered  with  heath,  and 
(9me  of  the  eminences  are  rather  barre^  |  but  in  general,  they 

3  a^ 
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are  co&tcd  over  with  a  mixed  heavy  mould,  pretty  deep,  and 
producing,  along  with  heather,  various  fpecies  of  plants  af« 
fording  good  pafture ;  they  rife  no  where  fo  high  as  to  be 
defticute  of  all  ufcful  vegetation.  There  are  frequently  deep 
falls  of  fnow  upon  thefe  mountains ;  yet  it  is  feldom  chat  a 
very  conCderable  part  of  their  furface  remains  covered  for 
three  fucceffive  weeks*. 

As  there  is  not  a  map  of  this  pariih,  its  extent  of  furfac« 
cannot  be  afcertained  with  precifion,  but  from  partial  furveys 
that  have  been  made,  and  Mr  Stobie's  excellent  map  of  die 
county,  there  is  fuiEcicnt  ground  for  dating  it  at  31,000 
Scotch  acres* 

Dtfecfesy  Minerals^  Woods. — Chronic  diftempers  are  not  fre- 
quent :  The  mod  prevalent  is  the  rheumatifm,  and  that  chiefly 

among 

*  There  is  no  great  peculiarity  that  dlftingaiflies  this  from  the  bordering 
highland  partihes  of  Dowaliy,  Logicrate  and  Dull,  with  refpedt  to  air  and  cli- 
mate ;  they  are  temperate  and  falubrioas  throughout  the  parifii  in  general^ 
The  two  diHri^s  along  the  Tay  are  free  from  bogs  and  (lagnant  waters,  and 
of  confequcnce,  from  the  humidity  of  atmoTphcre  produced  by  thefe  circum- 
IHnces.  Their  (bmmers  are  warm,  and  vegetation  forward ;  barley  is  often 
flacked  in  the  barn  ^ard  within  lefs  than  four  months  from  the  fowing  of  it  in 
the  field.  A  great  part  of  this  country  is  expofcd  to  fcvere  and  unfcafonable 
hoar  frofts,  which  prove  hurtful  to  lint,  potatoes  and  other  crops,  even  ia 
May,  but  more  fb  in  Angufl.  Great  fwarms  of  caterpillars  infcA  this  part  of 
the  parifli,  and  large  oak  woods,  have  (bmetimes  been  entirely  Arlpped  of 
their  foliage,  for  fcveral  months,  by  thefe  infers.  Dry  eaflerly  winds  gene* 
rally  fet  in  from  the  beginning  of  April,  to  the  end  of  May ;  but  in  other 
months,  thefe  winds  are  always  attended  with  i^ins. 

Strathbran  is  not  ib  fubjcA  as  other  parts  of  the  parifh  to  hoar-frolls,  but 
it  is  much  colder,  and  vegetation  later ;  barley  and  lint  find  always  a  timely 
haired,  but  oats  often  fail  of  coming  to  fuU  maturity.  This  is  not  to  be 
V'ondcred  at,  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  bed  of  the  Bran  is,  at  an  avera^, 
»boTe  aoo  feet  higher  than  that  of  Vhe  Taj^* 
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among  the  nged  of  the  poorer  fort,  and  probabljr  owing  to 
fcarctty  of  fuel  and  cold  lodging.  The  fmall  pox  is  not  pecc* 
liarly  malignant.  About  \6  perfons  were  deftroyed  bj  a  pa* 
trid  fore  throat  in  fummer  1775 ;  but  that  difeafe  has  cot  ap» 
peared  finer.  The  wortl  epidemics  are  fevers,  which  feme- 
times  fpread  their  contagion  to  feme  extent ;  but  may  be  traced 
for  the  moft  part  to  great  towns,  whence  young  people  ac  fer- 
Tice  bring  home  the  infe£lion. 

Below  Murthy,  is  an  inexhattdiUe  body  of  free  ftone,  of  a 
Tcry  fine  grain,  a  light,  vivid  afh  colour,  and  fo  hard  as  to 
refift  for  centuries  the  injuries  of  the  weather.  The  cathedra! 
of  Dunkcld  with  its  tower,  were  built  of  ftones  from  this 
quarry.  In  the  hill  of  Btmam,  is  abundance  of  flate  that  fplits 
into  plates  of  a  convenient  fize  and  thicknefs,  of  a  deep  blue 
colour  bordering  on  violet,  and  exceedingly  beautiful.  Several 
pieces  of  lead  ore  have  been  Int.:ly  found  in  this  fame  moun* 
tain.  The  ore  was  incruflcd  wiih  a  white  fparry,  or  rather 
<juartrofe  fubflance:  One  piece  contained  about  fix  pound 
weight  of  unmixed,  compaft  ore,  of  a  fmall  ^r?'\:\^  and  covered 
by  this  kind  of  matrix,  but  open  at  one  end,  A  confiderable 
portion  of  lead  was  fcparated  from  this  mafs  by  mere  roaftinp 
in  a  blackfmith's  for»re.  This  was  found  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain:  But  upon  the  highcft  fummit,  alfo,  the  fnrudl  fif- 
fures  of  the  rock*contain  the  like  ore,  but  platy  and  of  a  lefs 

firm  cohsfion  *. 

The 

•  Though  no  Iron  ores  hare  been  yet  uiuov^rcJ  above  "round  in  this  parU>, 
ytt  it  would  apjvar,  from  fomc  fprinors,  that  this  metal  is  lodged  below  th" 
rurfare.  About  3  mil"  abovt  Dalguife,  in  the  hill,  is  a  fountain  ftrongly  iir- 
rregnated  with  iron.  The  water  burAs  out,  copioufly,  in  a  plot  of  Icrcl 
wronnd  which  it  covers  for  many  yards  round  with  the  colour  of  ochre.  It< 
tafk  is  that  of  green  vitriol  in  ink,  and  fo  flrong  that  one  perceires  it  by  cnly 
wettin^'^  h'*  finger  and  applying  it  to  his  tongue.  There  is  a  fpring  of  th? 
wty  (ame  qualitits  near  Murtby,  where  the  rocks,  too,  more  clearly  indica?" 

th- 
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The  ns^tural  woods,  which  make  no  trifling  part  of  the  wealth 
of  the  parifh,  conGd  mollly  of  oak  \  and  grqw  in  f mailer  and 
larger  clumps  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  all  except  one  wood 
in  the  eaft  end  of  Scrathbian.  The  grounds  that  produce 
^hem,  are  for  the  mod  part  of  very  poor  quality,  fo  fteep  as  to 
be  inaQceiFible  to  the  plough,  and  incapable  of  cultivation. 
Tliefe  woods  are  treated  in  the  way  of  coppice,  being  com- 
Hionly  fold  to  wood  cutters,  and  felled  when  from  20  to  25 
years  old*  Where,  the  oak  grows  tliick  and  unmixed  with 
other  wood,  it  fells  at  the  rate  of  from  L*  25  :  to  L.  40,  and 
has  fold. lately  fo  high  as  L.  54  per  acre.  Where  it  grows 
thin,  or  ioterfperfed  with  birch,  the  acre  k  not  of  near  fo 
much  value.  But  a  crop,  24  yards  old,  of  all  the  oak  coppice 
in  the  parifli,  would  fetch  at  lead  L.  1 0,000  ilerling.  It  occu* 
pie$^  about  8qo  acres  of  ground.  The  proprietors  are  impiov-^ 
ing  their  oak  woods  by  incbfmg  them  with  ftone.  walls,  and 
filling  up  the  vacant  fpaces  with  planted  oak.  The  extirpation 
of  the  birch  and  other  bafer  wood,  would  alfo  be  a  grea(  imi^ 
provemetit.  The  birch  woods  of  which  there  are  near  200 
acres^  and  treated  alfo  as  coppiqe,  are  not  worth,  at  22  years 
old,  above  L4  2 ;  per  acre. 

Ttie  plantations  will  foon  become  a  more  important  obje(Eb 
than  the  natural  woods.  Within  25  years  paft  the  Duk^.of 
Atholl  has  planted  1000  acre&  in  this  pariih,  upon  the 
heights  round  little  Duukdd  and  Invar,  not  only  with  Scotch 
fir,  but  with  a  great,  proportion  (probably  more  than  one  half) 

of 

the  preftuce  of  Iron.  In  Stratlibran,  near  the  king's  high- way,  there  is  to  be* 
met  wkh  a  pretty  remarkable  kind  of  clay.  When  >H'Ct,  it  feels  perfeOly 
fmooth  and  unfHious ;  when  dry,  it  acquires  a  remarkable  degree  of  indon-'' 
tion;  and  when  pounded,  the  powder  a^Os  the  touch  like  the  fincft  wheat 
Hour,  This  argillaceous  fubftance  may  be  fit  for  Tome  of  the  £aeil  worka 
of  the  potter.  Xut  very  unfortunately  for  this  parilh,  there  has  not  been  yet 
difcoveied  a  finale  partids  of  lime  flone  or  foflU  sufle  within  its  whole 
cofflpafs* 
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of  larix;  together  with  many  thoufands  of  oak,  afli,  elm,  planCf 
beech  and  other  fpecies ;  all  exceeding  3  millions  of  trees* 
Thi»  wood  makes  part  of  a  grand  fyftem  of  plantation,  con* 
Tie£ted  with  that  which  covers  the  high  mountains  round  Dan- 
kcld  on  the  oppofue  fide  of  the  river  Tay ;  and  the  whole  en« 
tertains  the  eye  of  the  beholder. with  an  afpcfl  of  nature  pecu- 
liarly impt eflive  and  magnificent.  In  the  bofom  of  this  vaft 
wood,  (bme  hundred  yards  from  Invary  is  fituated  the  Duke's 
hermitage,  with  a  cafcade  on  the  Bran,  a  ruftic  arch  thrown 
over  the  river,  romantic  walks  and  gardens,  and  an  elegant 
fummer  houfe,  ereflcd  upon  the  top  of  a  perpendicular  diff 
40  feet  high.— A  lovely  fcene,  and  the  delight  of- every  ^travel- 
ler who  vifits  it. 

i\ll  the  refiding  proprietor^  of  the  parHh  are  engaged  in  ex- 
tending  their  plantations  with  great  a&ivity,  but  more  particu- 
larly Mr  Stewart  younger  of  Grandtully,  and  Mr  Stewart  cf 
Dalguife,  whofe  property  is  remarkably  well  wooded  with  both 
young  and  old  trees.  Exclufive  of  the  Duke  of  Atholl's,  there 
have  been  about  a  million  of  treev  planted  in  the  parilh  wi^ 
in  ten  years  pad.  The  full  grown  planted  trees,  including 
fome  thoufands  in  the  avenues  acres  and  round  the  inclofures 
of  Murthly,  would  fell  juft  now  at  more  than  L.  2000. 

A  fir  wood  of  300  acres,  has  been  rifing  for  about  thirty 
years  upon  a  muir  near  Murthly,  from  feed  blown  by  the  wind 
froman  old  plantation.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  trees  is  worth 
from.  IS.  6d.  to  as.  6^*  each.  Mr  Stewart  of  Grandtully  has  fuc* 
ceeded  in  raifing  a  confiderable  oak  wood  from  acorns  lown  in 
pits,  inflead  of  plants  from  a  nurfery.  In  the  wood  of  Invar 
are  fome  old  oaks,  reckoned,  timber  and  bark  togetheri  worth 
L.  20  each. 

At  the  landing  of  the  eaft  ferry  of  Dunkeld,  there  is  an  oak 
15,  and  a  plane  i6f ,  feet  in  girth.    The  average  price  of  aih| 
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dm,  and  other  hard  timber  trees  is  at  leaft  is.  2d.  per  cubic 
foot,  and  of  Scotch  fir,  6d. 

Animaby  Horfes^  Cattle^  Steep. — A  fpecies  of  ferpent  abounds 
near  the  hermitage  and  little  Dunkeld  which  is  found' no 
where  clfe  in  the  parifli.'^It  grows  to  the  length  of  20  inches ; 
is  of  a  yellowifli  colour,  and  fpeckled  all  oyer  with  brown  fpota, 
which  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  beautiful  marble.  Its  bite  is 
not  thought  poifonous.  This  reptile  is  never  feen  in  elevated^ 
(ifuations,  but  always  in  grounds  of  a  warm  eipofure«  The 
black  fnake  worm,  from  8  to  10  inches  in  length,  a  noxious 
animal,  is  fometimes  met  with,  but  very  feldom,  in  -the  fame 
tra£^  of  ground  *. 

Three  lochs  in  the  hills  of  Strathbran  afford  abundance  of 
excellent  trout,  as  firm  and  red  as  falmon,  and  of  an\uch  bet- 
ter reltfli.  In  the  largeft  of  thcfe  pieces  of  water  (loch  Skiach) 
trout  are  fometimes  caught  that  weigh  about  12  lb.  avoirdu* 
pois.  The  trout  in  the  Bran  are  fmall,  but  a  great  many  of 
them  fine  cheer. 

The  rifing  extenfive  plantations  already  mentioned,  have  at- 
tra£led  fome  animal  tribes  that  were  utter  (Irangers  to  the  pa- 
ri (h  before.  «-«-^  For  more  than  (even  years  pad,  black  game, 

Vol.  VI.  Z  z  and 

*  A  qnadniped  found  m  the  moors  at  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  pariQi  it 
entitled  to  notice,  ks  a  remarkable  variety  of  the  lizard  tribe.  It  is  about  9 
iochef  long ;  the  body  or  trunk  is  of  ao  nnufual  length  in  proportion  to  the  tail, 
which  does  not  taper  gradually  from  the  hind  feet  as  in  other  lizards,  but  be- 
comes fuddenly  fmall  like  that  of  a  monfe.  The  back  is  fall  of  finall  protu- 
berances, and  guarded  with  a  ikin  almo(l  as  hard  as  a  Tea  ihcU.  The  eyes  large, 
dear  and  circuUr,  like  thofe  of  an  ordinary  trout ;  the  jaws  more  than  an  inch 
in  length)  and  the  teeth  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  heard  making  a  ringing  noife  upoo 
the  iron  point  of  a  pole,  at  the  didance  of  more  than  ten  feet.  It  is  belicTed 
ia  that  part  of  the  country,  that  about  50  years  ago,  the  bite  of  this  animal 
proved  fatal  to  a  child  two  years  old.  It  is  never  feen  but  upon  very  dry 
,  ground.  When  irritated,  it  expreiTcs  its  rage  by  the  reddening  and  ^hAcning 
vf  its  eyes. 
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and  that  elegant  animal  the  roe  deer»  have  made  tfaeir  appear- 
ance) and  are  encreafing  in  number  every  year. 

Foxes  are  very  numerouSi  and  badgers  not  a  few.  Thz 
woods  and  6elds  are  enlivened  with  more  than  twenty  fpccitr^ 
of  (mall  birds,  fuch  as  woodlarks^  thruflies>  bullfinches,  ftod- 
doves,  linnets  &c.  The  birds  of  paflage  are  woodcocks,  field- 
fares, cuckoos,  quails,  fwallows  and  fome  others :  The  birds 
of  prey,  kites,  ravens  and  hawks. 

There  is  no  noted  breed  of  horfes  in  the  parifli.  Thofe  gene- 
rally ufed  are  rather  fmall,  and  of  a  mixed  degenerate  race. 
But  fince  the  remarkable  advance  of  price  (from  L.  6 :  to 
L.  1 1 : 1  IS.)  which  has  taken  place  of  late,' the  farmers  ate  mak- 
ing horfes  more  an  objed  of  care  than  they  did  formerly. 
Moil  of  them  have  breeding  mares,  and  they  ftudy  to  improTC 
Ae  breed. 

Except  thofe  upon  gentlemens  farms,  the  cows  are  rather 
puny ;  it  being  too  much  the  pradice  to  overlook  in  this  arti- 
cle. Thty  are  but  poorly  fed,  and,  of  confequence,  few  of  them 
let  fall  calves,  every  year,  and  they  give  little  more  than  tvD 
Scotch  pints  of  milk  even  at  the  end  of  June.  Having  little  xo 
cat  during  winter,  but  ftraw,  nor  even  that  in  abundance, 
they  are  wretchedly  lean  in  the  months  of  April  and  &lay  *. 

The  fmall  tenants  here  fcarce  entertain  any  thought  of  im- 
proving the  breed  of  horned  cattle,  and  little  indeed  can  be 
done  of  moment  in  this  way,  till  fome  nourifhing  hay  or  frelk 
vegetables  are  provided  for  them  to  eat  in  winter.     The  gentk- 

meii 

^  The  ATerage  prices  of  ccyws  in  ready  money,  abont  the  beghining  of  Jub£, 
are  the  following 

A  milch  cow  with  a  calf           -    ^       -  •  L.  4    o   c 

Ditto  without  a  calf            -            -            -  -  3110 

A  lean  cow  without  a  calf  fold  to  a  grafier  -        «  -       a  la    6 

In  Korember  a  bullock  one  year  old            -  ->  -         o  19    6 

Ditto  two  years' old           -           -            -  -  X  IJ   • 
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men  of  the  pari(h,  and  a  few  individuals  on  a  large  fcale  of  far* 
ming,  are  beginning  to  be  attentive  in  this  refpedt. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  flieep ;  the  black  faced,  brought 
from  the  foutheren  counties,  and  the  white  faced  fort,  which 
may  be  called  the  native  breed.  The  former  are  bought  when 
a  year  old  at  68.  and  after  they  have  been  kept  here  for  two 
years,  and  have  yielded  three  fleeces,  are  fold  for  about  los.  6 J* 
each ;  if  kept  a  year  longer  they  fetch  I2«.  They  are  general- 
ly allowed  to  live  in  open  air  both  night  and  day.  The  native 
kind  are  houfed  at  night  even  at  roidfummer,  and  are  much 
inferior  to  the  other  both  in  weight  and  vigour ;  but  their 
wool  is  of  much  fuperior  quality.  From  the  information  of  an 
intelligent  man  in  the  trade,  it  would  appear,  that  when  the 
wool  of  the  black  faced  (beep  fells  (unfmeared)  at  98.  per  ftone, 
that  of  the  white  faced  brings  i36«  4d.  Thefe  two  kinds  are 
fomewhat  mixed,  as  might  be  expeAed  ^  yet  it  is  furprifing  to 
what  a  degree  they  ftill  remain  di(lin£l.  The  wedders  of  the 
native  flieep  are  fold  to  the  butcher  at  about  8s»  and  the  ewes 
at  78.  Their  mutton  is  excellent. 

The  loweft  eftimate  of  the  number  of  horfes  in  the  parifh  i$ 
624,  of  horned  cattle  of  ;ill  ages  2528,  and  of  flieep  8496. 

FamUf  Cnjf/.-— Till  of  late,  four  horfes  were  yoked  in  a 
plough,  and  for  each  plough,  or  plougbgate,  there  were  at 
Icaft  two,  and  in  many  inftances,  four  partners.  Each  te- 
nant's land  was  interfperfed  in  fmall  ridges  with  that  of  his 
neighbours ;  an  arrangement  commonly  termed  run-rig.  A- 
bout  15  years  ago  the  tenants  began  to  divide  the  land  among 
thenifelves  into  fmall  glebes  or  lots,  and  now  they  are  begin* 
ntng  to  caft  each  tenant's  land  into  one  glebe.  This  may  be 
confidered  as  the  firft  ftep  towards  improvement.  The  old 
four  horfe  ploughs  *  have  been  divided  into  two  horfe  ploughs, 

Z  z  2  of 

*  Thcte  are  not  abore  }6  four  horfe  ploughs  in  ^t  whole  pariih. 
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of  which»  there  are  now  about  299  in  the  parUh.  S^me  of 
thefe  have  6|  fome  8,  fome  io»  and  a  few  i;  acres  of  land  to 
labour.  But  in  more  than  two  thirds  of  this  parifh*  one  of 
thefe  ploughs,  with  horfcs  of  very  little  more  ftrength  than 
thofe  at  prcftnt  employed,  would  thoroughly  labour  from  24 
to  30  acres  \  and  from  16  to  20  acres,  in  the  remaining  third. 
What  an  important  reduAion  of  the  number  of  horfes^  and 
confequently  of  expencc  ?  In  one  inftance  there  have  been  eight 
of  thefe  fmall  ploughs  united  in  one  farm ;  in  one  fix,  and  in 
another  four.  Some  more  have  been  united  upon  a  fmaUer 
fcale* 

Thp  grain  raifcd  in  the  parifli  is  bear  and  oats,  with  a  very 
few  peafe.  The  land  for  barley  gets  two  ploughings;  thefirft  cal- 
led ribbing,  in  the  fall  when  it  can  be  overtaken }  the  other  tbe 
feed  furrow,  immediately  before  fowing^  which  takes  pJace 
from  the  beginning  till  the  end  of  May.  It  is  made  to  fucceed 
oats,  and  is  fown  with  dung,  and  a  little  lime  alfo  when  it  can 
poflibly  be  had,  the  people  are  very  eager  to  procure  it,  thongh 
none  can  be  had  nearer  than  the  port  of  Perth.  The  return  in 
general  is  about  five  after  one,  but,  where  lime  has  been  ap- 
plied,  eight  and  upwards.  The  boll  weighs  from  15  to  17 
done  Dutch.  About  a  boll  is  fown  in  the  acre.  Oats  are  in 
general  a  fcanty  crop.  The  return  is  often  below  three  after 
one.  They  ate  made  to  follow  both  barley  and  potatoes;  but 
it  is  too  general  a  pra£tice  to  take  two  fuccelfive  crops  of  them 
from  the  fame  field.  Taking  both  barley  and  oats  together, 
the  average  return  may  be  about  four  times  the  feed. 

Peafe  are  more  prolific  and  luxuriant  in  the  moift  than  in 
the  dry  lands  of  the  pariOi,  where  the  droughts  and  heats  of 
June  frequently  dwarf  the  crop.  The  kind  always  fown  is  hot 
feed,  called  in  this  country  kaftems.  They  are  {own  about  the 
middle  of  April,  and  reaped  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of 
September.    The  produce  b  feldom  more  than  three  feeds. 

They 
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They  arc  chiefly  confidered  on  aecoant  of  the  ftraw  they  pto* 
duce»  and  as  a  meliorating  crop  for  the  land. 

The  cultivation  of  artificial  grafles  has  been  hitherto  little 
praflifed ;  but  great  numbers  of  the  farmers  are  now  making 
triab  of  them,  and  a  general  eagernefs  for  thefe  crops  begint 
to  (how  icfelf.  Some  f^w  have  adopted  them  into  their  fcheme 
of  huibandry,  and  not  one  who  has.  begun  the  praQice  would 
be  perfuaded  to  quit  it.  An  acre  laid  down  with  ao  lb.  of  red 
clover  and  a  bufliel  of  rye  grafs,  will  yield  for  the  firft  crop 
about  309  (lone  of  hay,  and  a  confiderable  fecond  crop  the 
fame  feafon,  for  green  feeding  in  the  ftall,  if  25  bolls  of  Ume 
(hells  have  been  applied.  All  the  land  in  the  pari(h  is  favour- 
able to  the  growth  of  turnips.  When  properly  thinned^  kept 
clean  and  well  dreflfed,  the  roots  at  an  average,  over  a  whole 
field,  will  weigh  6  lb.  avoirdupoife*  This  vegetable  will  very 
feldom  outlive  the  feverity  of  the  winter  in  open  air,  but  may 
be  faved  by  laying  it  up  in  a  dry  houfe  or  (hed  about  the  end 
of  OAober.  The  refiding  heritors  are  very  laudably  fetting  an 
example  before  the  tenants  with  rcfpe£l  to  both  thefe  crops  9 
Mr  Stewart  of  Dalguife  in  particular,  gives  them  a  place  in  a 
regular  rotation  of  cropping,  which  he  u  purfuing  with  judge- 
nieot  and  perfeverance,  and  much  to  his  own  emolunoent* 
The  eyes  of  all  the  farmers  round  him  are  eagerly  fixed  upon 
his  pradice. 

There  is  no  fummerfalbw  ufed  here,  but  in  the  way  of 
horfe-hoed  crops*  So  far  as  the  deftrudion  of  weeds,  efpe* 
cially  annuals,  is  the  end  of  a  fallow,  ic  is  eflFc£kual]y  attained 
hj  the  horfe  hoeing  of  turnip  and  potatoes. 

This  laft  root  has  proved  more  beneficial  to  the  country  than 
perhaps  any  other  produ£tion  of  the  land,  lint  excepted.  It 
has  faved  the  tenants  from  the  ruinous  neceflity  of  purchafing 
meal  for  their  families  to  a  prodigious  amount.  It  is  not  above 
az  years  fince  poutoes  were  introduced  into  the  field,  and  cul- 
2  tivatcd 
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tivated  by  means  of  the  plough.  The  people  pay  much  atten* 
tion  to  the  culture  of  this  root,  but  ftill  they  plant  too  thick* 
A  bol)  of  heaped  Linlithgow  barley  roeafure  is  generally  planu 
cd  in  I  of  an  acre,  or  lefs;  the  return  in  fome  pbces  is 
from  25  to  30  bolls,  but  the  average  is  found  to  be  j  6  bolls. 
The  quantity  planted  in  the  whole  parifli  is  304  bolls,  and  the 

produce  4860  bolls. This  Tcgerablc  may  be  reckoned  a 

full  third  of  the  food  of  the  common  people ;  yet  they  are  as 
healthy  and  vigorous»  at  leaft/as  before  \  and  inftead  of  invol7* 
ing  themfelves  in  inextricable  debt  and  difficulties, by  purchafing 
meal  as  formerly,  they  can  aflfbrd  to  fell  a  part  of  their  barley  to 
the  diftillers.  They  eat  potatoes  for  the  moft  part  with  milk,  but 
fometimes  with  a  little  animal  food  from  their  flocks  and  herds* 
By  means  of  this  root  the  produce  of  the  parifh  is  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  maintenance  of  the  inhabitants. 

Lint  is  another  article  of  great  importance  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country.  Potatoes  and  Hnt  may  be  called  the  two  feet 
that  fupport  them.  Lint-feed  is  more  generally  fown  after 
barley,  but  very  often  after  potatoes.  In  the  latter  cafe  where 
the  land  is  fomewhat  moid,  the  ground  does  not  get  a  feed 
furrow  for  lint :  becaufe  this  was  found  to  be  detrimental  to 
the  crop.  It  is  fown  in  the  ftate  in  which  it  was  left  at  the 
digging  of  the  potatoes ;  and  to  fecure  the  more  abundant  crop 
of  lint,  fome  of  the  farmers  incorporate  a  little  lime  with  the 
foil,  by  means  of  the  hoeings  for  the  potatoes.  It  is  by  this  ma« 
nagement  that  the  richeft  crops  of  lint  are  obtained.  The  poor- 
er crops  are  ftom  lands  where  fand  is  predominant  in  the  com* 
po6tion  of  the  foil,  but  rather  finer  lint.  In  whole  diftri£ls 
of  the  parifli,  4  ftone  of  23  lb.  avoirdupoisi  mill  drefled  flax^ 
from  a  peck  of  feed,  Linlithgow  barley  meafure,  is  no  uncom- 
mon produce ;  the  average  produce,  however^  is  3  ftone  per 
peck. 

There  are  1375  pecks  of  lint-feed  fown  in  the  ordinary  oeco- 

nomy 
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vomy  of  the  farms,  and  their  produce  is  4x25  ftones,  befides 
'which,  5 1  pecks  are  fown  by  adventurers  for  premiums,  &c« 
producing  171  ftones }  in  whole  4296  (lones  of  flax.  All  this 
is  made  into  prn  by  the  women  of  the  parifli,  (12  years  old 
and  jupwards),  and  affords  them  conilant  employment  for  fix 
months  in  the  year,  and  not  a  little  in  the  remaining  months. 
The  yam,  all  but  a  (mall  part  of  it  manufa£tured  fordomeilic 
purpofes,  is  fold  to  hawkers  and  others  who  purchafe  for  the 
great  manufaAories*  Weavers  in  the  country  indeed  purchafe 
fbme  part  of  it,  which  they  fell  again  in  webs  of  green  cloth. 
A  fpindle  from  the  lb.  of  heckled  flax  is  the  common  fize  of 
yam  for  fale.  Of  late  the  fpinning  wheels  with  two  fiies  have 
become  pretty  frequent,  with  which  woman  fpin  near  twice 
38  much  as  with  the  wheels  of  one  fly.  The  thread  is  coarfer  i 
but  as  the  flax  is  but  flightly  heckled,  there  are  more  pounds 
from  the  ftone  weight,  and  families  experience  this  fize  of 
yarn  to  be  the  more  profitable*  Some  young  women  in  the 
,  parifli,  without  any  previous  teaching,  are  able  to  fpin  fo  fine 
a  thread  as  3 f  fpindles  from  the  lb.  avoirdupois. 

There  are  five  lint  mills  in  the  parifli,  moft  of  them  arc 
accommodated  with  large  (beds  roofed  with  flate,  for  flowing 
unflcutched  flax.  The  board  of  truflees  for  manufa^luiet 
have  given  much  encouragement  to  thefe  eredions,  and  have 
lately  fnraiflied  one  of  the  weavers  with  a  diaper  loom. 

Population. 

Numberoffoulsjin  175512919    — -  — — Females,  190 

— —  in  1776,3051     Between2o[and5o,Malcs,  50Z 
in  1792,2705     — Fcmales,59o 


Under  10,  Males  293     Between  50and  70,  Males,  179 

-*^ — Females  275    — -.——-. Females,  190 

Between  10  and  2o,Males  Above  70,  Males  48 

287    — Females  51 

From 
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From  82  to  (7^  of  both  Shoemakers        .        •  ^f 

icxes           -        -  24  Smiths           •         -  n 

Married  cooplef        *  451  Men-fenrants            .  64 

Widowers        "         -  37  Maid-ferrants         •  101 

Widows         •         •  112  Llrery-fciTatUs          •  6 

Annttal  arerage  of  bap-  Schoolmaftcrs           -  3 

tifmsfor3yearsprece-  Flax-dreier»        -        «  23 

ding  179a        -        *  45  Day  labourers            «  -43 

».                        of  mar-  Fifiiermeii           .         •  (S 

fiages        -        -      -  19  Writer  or  attorney        -  1 

Weavers         • .      •  160  His  apprentice         .       .  i 

Mafons        •        •      •  10  Gardener          •          •  j 

Wrights        •      -      •  31  Escile  officer        •        -  i 

Taylors            *         *  35  Chelfea  penfionert        •  3 

The  dccreafe  between  1776  and  1791  can  be  no  othcrwife 
9CC0Bnted  for  bat  by  the  uniting  of  farms,  and  by  the  migra- 
tion of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  to  Penh  and  its  neighbourhood, 
for  employment  at  the  bkachfieids  and  extcnfive  manufado- 
rics  lately  ere£led  there,  and  to  the  village  of  Stanley  in  the 
parifli  of  Aughtergavcn,  where  there  is  a  confidcraUe  cotton 
work  carrying  on*. 

The 

*  The  following  inftancci  of  longerity  have  occured  in  the  pariih  donng  the 
courfe  of  23  years  paA ;  Donald  Dow  farmer  aged  95 :  Michael  Stiel,  a  fanner, 
X03,  who  walked  a  journey  of  16  miles  in  one  day  at  the  age  of  97,  withoot 
complaining  of  wearinefs.  John  Stiel  his  brother,  a  traTeUing  beggar,  105. 
David  Paton,  weaver,  now  living,  aged  91  ;  and  Catharine  M'Lean,  who  died 
about  5  years  ago  at  the  age  of  103.  This  woman  lived  near  the  manfioii  honft  of 
the  kte  Charles  Campbell,  Eiqr.  of  Kinlocb.  He  had  pafl«d  50  yean  of  his 
life  at  Pompeio  in  Braiil,  and  returned  to  his  native  eountry  at  the  a^  of  79. 
She  peifeAly  recognized  him  at  the  fir  (I  glance,  though  flie  was  then  aboot 
98  years  of  age*  Mr  Campbell  himfelf  lived  on  his  cftate  here  for  6  years 
after  his  return,  in  vigorous  health,  and  with  unimpaired  facUtics^  when  he 

died 
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The  proprietors  are  8  in  number,  4  of  whom  refidc  on  their 
eftates  within  the  parifli,  and  were  all  batchelors,  till  laft  fpring, 
when  the  principal  heritor,  Mr.  Stewart  of  GrandtuUy,  marr 
rted.  Befides  the  above  there  are  4  fmall  heritors,  called  por» 
tionersy  each  of  whom  has  but  a  few  acres*  The  non-refident 
heritors  are  men  of  property  in  other  parifhes. 

The  men  generally  marry  below  the  age  of  30,  and  the  wo- 
men from  22  to  27  years  of  age,  and  each  of  thefe  marriages 
produce  at  an  average  about  6  children  *• 

Vol.  VI.  3  A  Poor^ 

4icd  unezpcAedly,  in  confcquence  of  having  ofti  heated  himfelf  waikbg  one 
day  in  the  hills. 

The  number  of  perfons  from  other  parifhes,  may  be  about  30  :  mod  of  them 
from  InTerneffr-fiiire,  fcveral  of  them  beggars,  and  the  reft  in  quality  of  fcr- 
vants.  A  great  many  of  the  native  youth  of  both  fexes,  paft  a  few  years  in 
the  low  country,  at  fervice,  where  fome  of  them  remain  for  life. 

*  Z^mgutt^  and  CbaraBcr.^-An  that  part  of  the  parilh  which  is  below  Invar, 
the  people  fpcak  the  Scottifh  diale£t  of  the  EngUOi,  and  are  not  d\flinguiihed  by 
any  perceptible  (hade  of  character  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  low  country  pa« 
rifhes  around  them.  The  red  of  the  inhabitants  (more  than  three  fourths)  are 
Highlanders,  who  fpeak  a  dialed,  not  perhaps  the  pureft,  of  the  Gaelic. 
They  have  all  a  (Irong  attachment  to  their  native  tongue  ;  many  fpeak  £n- 
^Qi  with  tolerable  eafe,  and  the  youth,  by  means  of  the  charity  fchools^ 
can  write  it  with  rather  more  propriety,  and  copioufneft  than  thole  of  the  low 
country  pait  of  this  parifh,  who  are  very  ill  lituated  with  refpe^i  to  fchools. 

In  their  perfons  few  of  them  are  above  middle  ftature,  but  of  a  (hapely  firm 
make.  To  the  attributes  of  temperaace,  induftry,  probity  and  content, 
ail  the  inhattttants  are  juftly  entitled,  with  very  few  exceptions.  They  are  ve* 
ry  fenfible  of  the  advantages  they  enjoy  under  a  free  conftitution,  and  firmly 
attached  to  their  rights,  both  civil  and  religious.  Ncwfpapers  and  other  pe« 
fiodtcal  publications  find  their  way  to  every  comer  of  the  parifli.  And  Seve- 
ral clubs  have  been  formed,  who  purchafe  the  Statidical  Account  of  Scotland. 
Though  peaceable  fnbjefls,  they  are  foon  intcrcded  by  any  public  affairs  in 
which  they  apprehend  the  general  welfare  of  their  country  to  be  materially 
concerned.  This  dirpofition  (hewed  itfclf  remarkably  duiing  the  American 
viar.    Their  attention  is  much  roufcd  by  the  momcutuous  tranfaflions  which 

arc 
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Fow^  Church,  and  Sr^//.— Though  the  heritors  have  very 
wifely  declined  burdening  their  lands  with  a  permanent  affeff- 
mentt  they  make  the  poor  an  obje£l  of  much  attention.  They 
bold  both  dated  and  occafional  meetings,  along  with  the  mini- 
iler  and  kirk-feilion}  for  enquiring  into  their  ftate,  and  provid- 
ing for  their  neccflities.  They  permit  chem  to  beg  from  door  to 
door  within  the  parifli,  but  not  beyond  the  limits  of  it.  The 
number  at  prefent  upon  the  parifh  roll  for  dated  or  occafional 
fupplies  is  30  *^  but  generally  they  exceed  40,  The  funds 
for  their  fupport  are, 

Part  of  the  intered  of  Grandtully's  mortification  f  L.  20     o    0 
Annual  average  produce  of  the  Sunday  colledions 
in  the  church,  fees  of  mortcloths,  marriages, 
&c.  -  -  -  -fa^oy 

Intered  at  4^  per  cent,  of  a  capital  of  229         ^        6180 

In 

are  ]uft  now  taking. place  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  At  to  their  religiaa* 
fcarce  a  fifteenth  part  of  them  are  diffenters :  The  red  are  of  the  communiuc 
of  the  national  church.  The  bulk  of  the  dtflenter$  are  Antiburgfaer  ieccdcr>. 
There  are  7  or  8  of  the  c)iurch  of  England,  and  fcarce  3  Roman  Catholics^ 

^  One  of  this  number,  a  girl  about  ij  yean  of  age,  and  not  found  in  mind, 
kft  the  houfe  where  ihe  is  lodged,  either  in  a  fit  of  obftinacy  or  caprice  upon  a 
cpld  evening  in  February  laA,  and  (layed  in  a  wood  during  5  nights  and  5  days, 
of  the  moO  intenie  froft  within  that  month.  She  laid  hcrfelf  down  by  the 
^de  of  a  rill,  fome  draughts  of  which  were  her  only  fuftenance  all  this  time 
She  returned  of  her  own  accord  to  the  family  (he  lives  with,  and  was  feixed  witJi 
a  great  fwelling  in  her  limbs,  which  left  her  in  a  few  weeks,  and  now  0ie  enjoys 
pcrfea  bodily  health  agah). 

f  Towards  the  beginning  of  the  prcfcnt  century,  John  Stewart,  Efq.  of 
GrandtuUy  mortified  the  fum  of  20,000  merks  Scptch,  originally  deftlned  for 
the  fupport  of  n  poor  men  on  his  eOate,  of  the  communion  of  the  Epifcopal 
church  of  Scotland,  and  appointed  his  own  heirs,  and  the  heirs  of  3  other 
confidcrable  families  ncaily  allied  to  bis  own,  admini^lratprs  of  this  luod. 

Abo«t 
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Xa  die  year  1 782,  when  not  only  the  corn  crop  proved  bad, 
but  the  potatoes  alfo  entirely  failed,  Xi«  30  of  the  parifii  capU 
tai,  befides  20  bolls  of  oats  bought  with  a  ihate  of  the  money 
voted  by  the  parliament,  were  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor 
upon  the  roll,  And  of  fome  of  the  poorer  dafs  of  farmers* 

There  are  two  places  of  worfliip^  The  chapel  of  Lagana* 
lachie  in  Strathbran,  and  the  church  of  Little  Dunkeld^  The 
former  was  lately  rebuilt,  and  made  pretty  commodious  by  con^ 
tributions  from  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  united  pariflies  \ 
the  latter  ftands  within  60  yards  of  the  great  highland  road 
leading  from  Perth  to  Invernefs  by  the  ferry  of  Inrar,  in  one 
of  the  fineft  (ituatlons,  perhaps,  in  the  world,  for  a  goodly 
odtfice  of  that  kind.  It  is  130  feet  long  by  lefs  than  20  feet 
wide,  and  mean,  uncomfortable,  and  ruinous.  The  heritors, it  is 
believed,  are  immediately  to  build  a  handfome  new  church.  The 
dipend  hitherto  paid  has  been  L«  70 :  16 : 8,  including  4  gui- 
neas for  communion  elements;  but  the  Commiflioners  of  Tiends 
have  latcl]r  decreed  an  augmentation  of  three  chalders  of  vie* 
tual,  and  a  fmall  addition  for  communion  elements^  with  the 
almoft  unanimous  confent  of  the  heritors.        ,  ^ 

There  is  a  glebe  of  about  8  Scotch  acres  at  Little  Dimkeld, 
and  a  fmall  glebe  at  Laganachie. 

There  is  a  parifli  fchool«at  Little  Dunkeld ;  but  in  fo  narrow 
3  A  a  a 

Aboot  the  year  1740,  there  was  a  handibme  building  ereOed  for  the  ob- 
IcAs  of  the  benefa^oh,  near  the  great  road  %  miles  below  Little  Dunkeld* 
The  hottie  did  not  anfwer  the  intended  purpofe,  and  the  original  deftin»« 
tion  was  found  to  be  in  many  refpefls  inexpedient  or  impracticable.  By  accumu* 
lation  of  intereft,  the  capital  amounted  at  laft  to  I..  a6oo  fterling ;  the  in- 
tereft  of  which  is  now  annually  applied  for  the  relief  of  poor  people  on  the 
eftate  indifcriminately*  without  regard  to  their  religions  periuafion.  The  ex* 
tenfive  property  of  this  fimiiy  lies  in  the  feveral  pariihes  of  Dull,  Attchteiga** 
ven,  Kindaven,  Caputh,  and  JUttle  Duaktld,  U  which  Uft  ptrilh  confidtnb^ 
part  of  it  belongs. 
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a  llripe  of  the  country  that  few  chiMreti  are  within  2  miks  of 
it.  The  fchoolmalter's  falary  is  L*  5  :  i  t :  if  fterbng. — The 
fociety  for  propagating  Chriftian  knowledge  have,  Tcry  judi- 
cioufly,  planted  two  of  their  fchook  in  this  parifli,  at  irhich 
are  taught  for  a  great  part  of  the  year  160  children  of  both 
fezes.  The  good  effefl  of  thefe  charity  fchods  are  manifcft 
«nd  important.  By  means  of  them  the  youth  in  the  Highlands 
are  early  inllruAed  in  the  principles  of  religion  and  mora* 
lity,  as  well  as  taught  reading,  Writingi  arithmetic,  and  a  to- 
lerable knowledge  of  the  Englifli  tongue*  Thus  facceflive  ge* 
nerations  arife  of  enlightened  and  ufeful  citisens.  Some  have 
enterUined  the  miftaken  maxim,  '<  That  it  is  impolitic  to 
**  give  the  common  people  fo  much  inftruflion.'* — ^A  maxim 
bad  enough  for  RuiEa,  or  for  the  church  of  Rome  during  the 
periods  of  its  fouleft  corruption  *• 

J{rif/.— The  greateft  part  of,  by  far,  the  moft  eztenfiire  pro- 
perty In  this  parlfli  was  let  about  half  a  century  ago,  but  fome 
of  it  later,  at  a  very  low  rental,  for  one  or  two  lireSf  upoa 
^  the  payment  of  a  grafium  by  the  tenant.  Not  a  fmall  part  of 
the  beft  lands  in  the  parifli  are  thus  rented  at  xs.  8d.  and 
fome  of  them  lower,  per  acre,  in  money,  togedier  with  a 
trifle  paid  in  mutton,  butter,  pouhry,  and  fome  fenrices.  When 
any  of  thefe  lives  fall,  eight,  or  nine  times  the  prefcnt  rent  is 

freely 

*  The  wa^  of  fiiH  grown  men  ferrantfl  are,  at  an  average,  L.  7  ;»-«f  maid 
ftrrmntt  L.  a  «  ycv ;  a  day  bbourer  10  fttmmcr  at  ordinary  work,  6d.  and 
hlf  viAoals ;  in  winter  4d.  or  5d^— >at  hay  and  com  harveft,  quanying  llones,  and 
Ibme  other  kind  of  work,  ts.  and  Ms  rifhials ;— a  mafon  from  is.  6d.  to  2s. 
wtthottt  board,  and  wrighti  xt. — ^a  Uylor  6d*  "with  board.— The  average  price 
Af  beef  and  mutton  at  Dunkeld  isjd.halfpennyper  lb.  Dutch;  good  veal  and  pork 
rather  higher.  Chickens  are  fold  in  the  country  at  from  3$.  to  4s.  per  dozen, 
a  hen  at  8d.  The  expence  of  food  and  clothing  for  a  day-labonrcr  with  a 
tvife  and  two  or  three  children  cannot  be  lefs  than  L*  15  a  year.  The  laduil 
try  of  the  wife  is  ncccflary  for  defraying  a  confiderable  part  of  this  expence. 
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freeiy  Xiffettti.  Thtteis  a  fmaller  eftate  upbn  much  tie  fame 
footing.  Land  is  let  at  prefem  at  frdm  15s.  to  20s.  per  actci 
blit  in  feme  inftances,  whole  farms  have  given  fo  high  a  rent 
as  aSs.  p^r  acre.  The  rent  of  a  houfe  and  ftnall  garden  i^ 
from  108.  to  ids.  and  a  tradefman  pays  for  an  acre  and  ^  oow's 
grafs  30s.  The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  is  L.  4801  Scots,  and 
theTeallandrent(reckonthgwhat  is  in  poCrefTionof  the  landlords) 
is  L.  2568  fterling,  exclufive  of  corn- mill  rents  (about  L.  200). 
This  is  the  rent  df  the  irhole  area  of  the  parifli,  as  each  p6t^ 
fefler  of  alrabl^  land  has  a  proportional  intereft  in  the  com- 
mon pafttttes  of  the  hills,  as  well  as  his  (hare  of  the  divided 
paftntes.  The  falmon  fifhings  on  Tay  fetch  about  L.'50.i^ 
The  whole  furface,  with  refpeft  to  produce,  fails  uhdfet  the  fol- 
lowing diVifion. 


GraGngs  of  the  common,  hills  and  moors 
Richer  grafings  within  head  dykes 
Natural  oak  woods 
Ditto  birch,  aHcr,  fir,  &c. 
Plantations  ... 

Arableland  ... 


Total    31,000 

RoaJs  and  triJges.^-^Tht  road  froqn  Amulrie  to  the  weft  fer« 
ry  of  Dunkeld  was  made,  and  the  bridges  upon  it  built,  bygo- 
▼ermnent.  A  great  part  of  it  is  too  deep ;  and  the  whole  was 
originally  marked  out  with  vefy  little  judgement.  It  has  been 
always  kept  in  good  repair,  but  much  better  of  late  than  for- 
ztierly.  The  great  Highland  road  already  mentioned  is  a  coun«> 
ty  roadf  till  it  meets  that  of  Amulrie  at  the  weft  Ferry,  where 
it  begins  to  be  a  military  road.  The  want  of  a  bridge  6ver 
2  the 
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the  Tay  at  or  near  Dunkeld  leaves  thefe  roa^s  very  imperfed* 
Tills  matter  cannot  be  unworthy  of  the  atteation  and  aifiilance 
of  government.  The  road  from  the  Ferry  laft  mentioned  (l 
county  road)  through  the  biftiopric  towards  Taymouth,  is 
much  frequented;  but^  notwithftanding  many  good  brii^es,  in 
wretched  repair.  From  its  mouth  to  Amuirie  there  ave  four 
public  bridges  on  the  river  Bran.  One  of  them  is  upon  a 
county  road  from  Tay  bridge  to  Perth.  This  road  if  well  exe* 
cuted^  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  a  confiderable  tm^  of 
country*  But  fo  far  as  it  has  been  made  it  is  very  poor  work; 
as  are  mod  of  the  roads  made  by  means  of  the  ftatute  labour. 
The  people  have  feldom  fufficient  ikill  for  this  land  of  work| 
and  always  perform  it  with  reln&ance.  Roads  are  not  likelf 
to  be  well  made  but  by  fufficient  undertakers.-rOne  may  ven* 
tttre  to  pronounce,  that  fo  low  a  converfion  as  <$d.  or  even  5<!. 
per  day  of  the  ftatute  labour,  would  be  far  preferable  to  the 
labour  in  kind.  There  is  always  a  very  good  inn  at  Invar,  and 
a  houfe  lately  built  at  Balnagaird  on  the  Taymouth  load,  pro* 
mifes  to  be  very  comfortable  to  travellers  *• 

*  A/diquirSfSf  amd  Natural  Cufi:/itifs,~^A  wand  mount  at  the  bottom  of 
Knram  hill  on  the  fouth  eafl  (tde  is  wotthy  of  rerfUrk.  It  it  facfed  with  (Veep 
oaks>  except  for  a  few  yards  where  it  Was  fortified  by  art.  This  eminence 
Las  been  known  for  time  immemorial,  oy  the  names  of  Court-hill,  and  Dmn* 
cam* f  Hill,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  on  ibme  occafions  dccupied'by  the  on- 
fortunate  Scottifh  king  of  that  name.  It  looks  full  in  the  face,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  IS  miles,  the  celebrated  Dunfinan-Hill,  the  feat  and  fortrefs  of 
Macbeath.  Within  the  range  of  an  atTow  from  this  mount,  are  to  be  fecn  a 
mumber  of  tumuli  or  fmall  heaps  of  (lones,  about  the  length  of  a  human  body. 
It  is  not  unlikely  that  upon  digging,  human  (keletont  would  be  found  under 
thefe  tumuli.  Higher  up  the  fame  face  of  Biroam  are  the  ruins  of  an  oblong 
iquare  building,  with  circular  turrets  at  the  corners :  It  is  called  (in  Gaelic) 
Forhailldn.  Bimam  was  antiently  a  foref>,  and  a  part  of  the  royal  domain  o^ 
Scotland. — There  is  a  beautiful  little  field  fbme  more  than  %  miles  above  little 
Sunkcld  called  r#i/  Hom^^  (Dalmat^ngJ  concertimg  which  there  is  the  foI« 

WwJa  I 
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Improvements^  and  Mlfcellaneous  Obfervations. — ^The  hills  arc 
far  from  being  under  proper  management.    There  is  "but  a 

fmaU 

lowing  curious  tradition.  A  man,  who  may  be  called  the  Cincinnatns  of  Scot- 
land, happened,  along  with  his  two  Tons,  to  he  ploughing  in  this  field  on  the 
day  of  the  battle  of  Luncarty.  Hearing  the  fate  of  the  battle,  and  feeing  the 
Scotch  army  retreating  this  way,  he  was  indantly  fir^d  with  heroic  indigba- 
tion,  and  together  with  his  Tons,  feized,  each  of  them,  the  yoke  of  an  ox« 
en  plough,  perfuaded  their  countrymen  to  raUy,  and  marching  at  their  head, 
they  met  the  Danes  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  ibme  where  near  Caputh,  where 
there  was  a  fecond  aAion,  in  which  the  Danes  were  completely  defeated,  and 
this  aged  hero  exhibited  prodigies  of  valour;  in  confequence  of  which,  he  was 
dignified  by  his  fovereign  with  peculiar  honours,  obtained  the  name  of  Hay, 
and  the  implement  with  which  he  fought,  for  his  arms. — ^The  yoke  is  ftill  the 
arms  of  the  noble  family  of  Kinnoul,  who  are  thought  to  be  deicendcd  from 
,  this  faviour  of  his  country. 

On  the  Tooth  fide  of  the  Tay,  a  mile  below  Murtbly,  and  oppofite  to  the 
field  whei^the  engagement  jull  mentioned  may  have  taken  place,  though  one 
cannot  iay  with  certainty  that  this  was  the  occafion  of  it,  there  is  a  confide-* 
rable  military  entrenchment.  A  ditch  600  feet  long,  and  flill  pretty  deep,  is 
extended  from  a  precipice  on  the  bank  of  the  river  fbuthward,  along  the  fide  of 
a  deep  ravin,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  which  there  is  a  fimilar  work.  At  one 
of  the  an(,les  of  this  trench  are  the  remains  of  a  circular  (lone  building  Oill  15 
feet  deep.  This  work  was  probably  executed  to  guard  a  pafs  upon  the  Tay, 
which  is  fordable  at  this  place. 

In  a  plain  on  the  bank  of  the  Bran,  3  miles  above  Little  Dunkeld,  are  to  be 
feen  the  ruins  of  the  caftle  of  Trochrie,  formerly  one  of  the  feats  of  the  noble 
and  unfortunate  family  of  Gowrie.  Some  parts  of  the  wall  are  yet  (landing, 
which  indicate  the  antient  magnificence  of  the  ftruOure.  When  the  lands* of 
that  ill  fated  hoofe  were  forfeited,  Trochrie,  and  the  whole  extenfive  barony 
(in  ibme  writs  it  is  called  Lordihip)  of  Strathbran,  was  made  a  grant  of  by  ro)'al 
munificence  to  William  Stewart  of  Banchric,  a  gentleman  of  the  bed  chamber 
to  King  James  VI.  He  was  brother  to  Sir  Thomas  Stewart  of  Grandtully, 
from  whom  he  inherited  the  patrimonial  eftateof  that  antient  and  rcfpe^ablc 
family ;  and  had  attained  the  honour  of  knighthood  himfelf  before  his  bro- 
ther's death.  In  a  commUfion  dated  i6th  November  1600,  appointing  Sir 
William  baiUie  of  Strathbran,  and  keeper  of  the  king's  honfe  of  Trochrie, 
^■J  of  the  parks  and  forcils  of  Strathbran,  there  is  infcrted  the  following 

clauTc; 
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fmall  part  of  them  divided  among  the  ptoprietouy  and  tLrr 
are  all  overftockcd  with  cattle  \  while  at  the  fame  time  no  re- 
gvilation$  are  put  in  pra£lice  for  proportioning  the  (hare  of  each 
tenant's  ftock  to  his  rcfpcflivc  title  to  the  common.  The  pro- 
prietors, however,  fccm  to  be  now  determined  to  divide  thcfe 
hillSj  and  will,  no  doubt,  take  care  to  put  them  under  proper 

regulations^ — 

tkiiie ;  escprefling  the  inoti?e  of  the  roTal  grmt ;"  For  the  Iiiig»  tnic  and 
^  faithful  Terr  ice  done  to  him  by  the  faid  Sir  WiUiam,  and  fpcadiBg  his  tame 
**  thereiRt  and  for  the  late  fcnrtce  done,  being  at  the  preforing  of  the  kiag  s 
■*  Ufe  frae  the  late  confpiracy  of  umquhile  John  £arl  of  Gowric,  open  the 
**  5th  of  Augul^  lad."  This  claufe  is  iniierted  in  the  original  charter  to  the 
above  lands,  &c.  dated  i6th  July  1606 ;  and  in  the  fubiequent  charters  gnat- 
cd  by  the  ion  and  grandfons  of  that  King. — ^Remains  of  Dmidical  drdesk  of 
clrctiiar  buildings  called  caftles,  and  prodigious  piles caUed  cairns^  lb  frequent 
in  other  parts  of  the  Hi^iands,  are  to  be  feen  tn  didcrent  parts  of  thic  pari& 
too.  A  (tone  bridge  o? cr  the  Bran,  a  Uttk  above  Trochrie»  is  reckoned  anosg 
the  oldcA  in  Perth  (hire. 

The  fall  upon  the  Bran  at  the  hermitage  has  becq  mentioned ;  hot  there  i« 
another  jaft  a  mile  further  up  the  river,  ^hich  cannot  be  pafled  over  in  iilence. 
It  iscalUd  the  Rumbling  Bridge.  In  dry  weather  there  is'Httle  water  in  the 
Bran,  an  J  this  objcft  is  not  very  (hiking;  but  duriug  a  confidenbk  fvtU  of 
the  river  it  appears  z  very  diflerent  character,  t^or  Tcvcial  hundred  feet  above 
the  fall,  thf  ftrcam  thunders  with  prodigious  force  down  a  craggy  bottom,  »• 
hibiting  a  moA  dreadful  catarafb ;  then  prectpiuting  iUclf  over  a  hig|i  cUC,  it 
dafhcs  upon  the  bottom  of  a  fmall  bafon  with  Aich  fury  as  toloie  almoft  every 
appearance  of  a  liquid,  and  pa(Sn<r  next  into  a  deep,  dark,  and  narrow  chafm, 
it  hides  iifclf  for  a  little  below  a  bridge  and  (ume  huge  fragments  of  rock  fui^ 
pcnded,  mid-way  down,  in  the  pa^Tage,  till  it  appears  again  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  bridge,  moving  iu  a  more  peaceful  currei^t,  as  if  tired  with  violent  agi* 
tation.  'i'he  chafm  is  formed  by  rocks  of  equal  height,  awful  and  ruinons^  a« 
bout  II  feet  afonder,  bending  towards  each  other  at  top,  and  every  moment 
threatning  tremenduous  coUU'ion.  The  water  ridng  above  the  balbn  into  an  at- 
moTphere  lOO  feet  high,  refemUing  white  fmoke,  and  in  fttn/hine  prefenting 
beautiful  niinbows ;  woody  precipices,  the  hoarfe  terrific  roar  of  the  torrent, 
and  the  rocking  of  the  folid  ground ;  all  confpire  to  heighten  the  grandeur  of 
the  fcene,  and  the  whole  zSkCi%  the, mind  with  a  certain  pkaling  kind  of  a<» 
maxement  and  horror. 
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r  cgUlation6.->-Ground8  upon  the  declivities  of  the  hills»  and  in 
flat  moors  to  the  extent  of  500  acreS)  might  be  converted  into 
arable  land  of  no  bad  quality.  A  very  public  fpirited  *  gentle- 
many  made  out,  25  years  ago^  a  good  large  farm  on  a  moor 
at:  the  eaft  end  of  the  parifh,  which  he  accommodated  with 
Tubftantial  elegant  farm  houfes^  and  out-officesy  that  promife 
to  turn  to  good  account.  A  gentleman  in  the  bifliopric  is  jud 
now  improving  a  farm,  acquired  from  the  hill,  of  the  extent  of 
80  acres,  which  is  eftimated  to  be  rather  of  fuperipr  quality  to 
tlie  land  upon  the  level  of  the  Tay.  It  Is  probable  that  more 
improvements  of  this  kind  are  coming  on  apace*  From  what 
lias  been  already  dated,  with  refpeft  to  produce,  it  is  manifeft 
that  agriculture  in  this  pariih  it  not  arrived  at  any  advanced 
ilage  of  improvement. 

But  an  a^ive  and  enterprizing  fpirit  is  now  beginning  to 
difcover  itfelf  among  the  farmers ;  which,  if  tenderly  cherifli- 
ed  and  judicioufly  directed,  cannot  fail  of  producing  import- 
ant effe£ts*  In  riding  through  large  diftrids  of  the  pariih,  in 
the  beginning  of  fpring,  it  afibrds  one  much  pleafure  to  ob<* 
fcrve  in  almoft  every  field  the  operations  of  a  glowing  and  vi- 
gorous indudry ;  draining  of  bogsi  tearing- up  of  brufli  wood, 
blowing  of  dones  with  powder,  and  the  carrying  them 
off*  the  (kids*  Hence  meadows  that  yielded  from  30  to  40 
ftonc  per  acre  of  miferable  bog  hay,  and  pieces  of  ground, 
that  produced  nothing  but  rudies,  briars,  or  other  ufelefs  vege^ 
tables,  are  daily  converted  into  the  bed  arable  land  in  the 
country.  The  people  watch  every  opportunity  tliat  occurs  of 
carrying  home  fome  lime,  and  are  beginning  to  m:ike  experi-' 
ments  on  their  little  farms,  in  the  way  of  fown  j^irafles  and  tur* 
nips*  The  youth  learn  dH  the  new  modes  of  hufbandry,  and 
to  be  good  plough  men,  at  fervicc  in  the  low  country.  The 
Vol.  VI.  3  B  S;otch 

*  The  ittc  John  M'Kenzie,  EAi.  of  Dcivio. 
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Scotch  plough  only  is  employed,  and  hitherto  clumfily  made  ; 
but  fome  even  of  the  fmall  Girmers  are  getting  thea\  neatly 
made,  and  pay  frohi  30s.  to  408.  for  a  plough.  In  ihort,  ic 
is  neither  want  of  (kill,  nor  enterprife,  that  chiefly  retard  the 
progrefs  of  agriculture  here,  but  other  caufesi  fonac  of  which 
it  may  be  proper  to  mention. 

Though  there  is  a  yaft  extent  of  (lone  walls  reared  in  moft 
parts  of  the  pariih,  yet  there  are  few  or  no  inclejuresy  escept 
thofe  about  gentlemen's  feats.      The  farms   are  all  either 
quite  open,  or  deftitute.  of  fufficient  fences }  while  cattle  of 
every  fpecies  are  allowed  to  roam  at  large  through  the  arable 
fieldsi  from  the  time  the  corn  crop  is  carried  home,  till  the 
fttcceeding  crop  begins  to  rife.     A  great  many  of  the  farms 
are  too  fmall ;  being  from  5  to  7  acres  of  arable  ground*     A 
farm  of  this  fize  as  efTedually  bars  the  poflcilbr  and  one  of  his 
children  from  every  oiher  line  of  induftry,  as  one  of  douMe  or 
triple  the  extent.    Hence  tlie  fmall  tenants  are  poor,  except 
they  are  weaters ;  in  which  lait  cafe  they  live  very  comforta- 
bly. The  want  of  lime  and  marie  is  another  great  difadvantage. 
Lime  cannot  be  had  nearer  than  the  port  of  Perth,  which  is 
12  miles  from  the  neareft,  but  25  from  the  remoteft  parts  of 
the  parifli.     Good  marie  is  not  lefs  diftant.    Some  rcfource 
may  be  found  at  a  future  period  from  a  great  body  of  marie, 
on  the  borders  of  the  pariih  of  Auchtergaven,  if  the  proprie- 
tors drain  and  cxpofe  it  to  fale.     This  difadvantage  with  refpe£l 
to  foflil  manures,  is  aggravated  by  the  trouble  and  dii&cuhy  at- 
tending peat,  the  principal  fuel  in  this  country.     Though  peac 
be  abundant  enough,  yet  the  cading,  winning,  and  carrying 
them  home  occupy  the  greatefl  part  of  the  months  of  June  and 
July,  the  feafon  moft  convenient  for  bringing  home  lime  and 
marie. 

Thefc  evils  cannot  be  removed,  nor  even  much  alleviaCcd, 
without  great  judgement  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  land- 
lords* 
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lords*    One  thing  is  obvious,  from  the  fituation  of  agriculture 
as  already  ftated,  that  the  tenants  ought  to  haye  leafes  of  19 
years  indurance.     It  cannot  be  expe£led,  upon  the  principles 
which  ufually  govern  human  conduft,  that  people  will  be  at 
the  trouble  and  expence  of  any  confiderable  improvement,  with- 
out  fome   profpeA  of  reaping    the  fruits  of  their  labour. 
To  do  the  proprietors  juftice,  they  do  not  withhold  leafes  with 
the  opprefBve  view  of  keeping  the  tenant  under  a  racked  rent. 
On  the  contrary,  they  a£t  upon  humane  and  rational  princi- 
ples ;  inftead  of  letting  their  lands  by  the  abfurd  mode  of  auc- 
tion, or  by  inviting  private  offers  under  pretence  of  concealing 
them,  they  take  care  to  inform  themfelves  of  the  true  value  of 
their  lands,  and  the  rent  is  determined  in  moft  cafes  by  the  ap- 
preciation of  perfons  of  knowledge  and  experience  in  thefe 
matters.    When  leafes  are  withheld,  it  is  with  a  view  to  let  a 
number  of  contiguous  farms  become  open  at  the  fame  period, 
in  order  to  put  them  upon  a  more  advantageous  plan  of  im- 
provement, both  with  refpeft  to  the  landlord  and  the  tenant. 
—The  enlarging,  and,  of  confequcnce,  the  uniting  of  farms, 
might  fet  agriculture  upon  a  more  thriving  and  refpe£lable 
footing ;  but,  in  this  country,  humanity  forbids  the  attempt, 
till  fome  refources  can  be  found  out  for  the  comfortable  fub- 
nftance  of  the  numerous  occupiers  of  fmall  farms.     Landlords 
are  beginning  to  colleft  weavers  and  other  handycraftsmen 
into  fmall  villages,  where  they  are  accommodated  with  neat 
dwelling  houfes,  and  each  of  them  with  an  acre  or  two  of  land, 
to  afford  them  the  benefit  of  a  milk  cow  arid  fome  other  com- 
forts of  agriculture,  without  being  too  much  hindered,  by  the 
labours  of  the  field,  from  a  vigorous  application  to  their  re- 
fpe£tive  trades. 

Every  thing  pra£llcable  fhould  be  done  in  this  parifh,  for 
procuripg  manure  in  a  greater  abundance.    As  nature  has  de- 

3  B  2  nied 
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nied  it  both  lime  and  mark,  the  attention  of  the  people  flioiild 
be  turned  to  other  forts  of  manure.  A  parifh  aflbdatkni  for 
encouraging  the  making  of  compoftsy  by  pointing  out  tbe  pn>- 
pereft  fubftances,  and  granting  premiums  to  fuch  indiviiiuais 
as  combined  them  rooft  judicioufly,  might  be  attended  wit!t 
much  advantage.  The  grazings  in  the  hills  might  be  greatly 
improved  in  fome  places^  by  the  draining  of  bogs,  and  in  o- 
thtr  pUces,  by  turning  water  upon  dry  declivities. 

Many  new  houfcs  have  been  built,  and  old  houfes  allowed 
to  go  to  ruin^  for  Cx  or  fcven  years  paft.  Five  farm  houfcs 
are  two  ilories  high,  with  flate  roofs.  One  of  the  tenants 
pays  L.  40,  one  L.  ioO|  and  another  L.  X05,  of  rent.  A  tafie 
for  deanlinefs,  and  even  fome  degree  of  elegance,  widi  refpecl 
to  the  articles  of  lodging,  houfehold  furniture  and  drels,  is  be- 
ginning to  difplay  itfelf.  Inftead  of  mean  dirty  hovels,  buih 
with  (lones  without  cement,  dwelling  houfcs  are  now  built  by 
good  mafons  with  mortar,  caft  on  the  outfide  with  lime,  and 
neatly/  finifhed  within*  Many  young  men  appear  at  chiffoh 
and  market  drefied  in  Engliih  cloth  and  round  hats,  and  the 
young  women  in  printed  cottons  or  linens*  b  is  perhaps 
to  be  regretted  that  more  attention  is  not  paid  to  the  wool- 
en manufa£torieS|  as  an  article  of  domeftic  induftry  and  oeco- 
nomy. 

A  few  etymologies  ihall  conclude  this  memoir.  Jlfartbiy 
(in  Gaelic  Morhulluh)  is  compounded  of  the  word  J/or,  figni- 
fying  great,  and  Tyllich,  mount ;  Findowif^  from  Foan  (decli- 
vity) and  Futgb,  or  Dnigif  Divot  ;  Da/gitii  from  DaH, 
Haugh  and  Guts,  fir  :  Balnagaird^  from  Bml  (town)  and 
Kaird^  fignifying  handycraftsmen  of  any  fort ;  Tncbrie,  from 
Treuchry^  meaning  a  narrow  pafs  or  defile ;  and  there  is  fuch 
a  pr*f$  near  this  town.  Kinm^ird^  from  Cuean^  Head,  and 
4rd^  higb;p  a  name  peculiarly  applicable  10  this  very  ftriking 
•  and 
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and  romantic  feati  ivhere  a  ftupendous  rock  almoft  overhangs 
the  manGon  houfe.  Here  there  are  a  fountain,  and  the  ruins  of 
a  chapel  J  hoth  dedicated  byantientfuperftition  to  St  Laurence. 
Dalmormehy  from  Dail  and  Marnoc  the  name  of  another  faint^ 
whofe  burial  place  was  Kilmarnoc.  Bran  (in  Gaelic  Braigi 
bhuine)  Braigb,  meaning  high  grounds^  and  Bbuirtty  ftream^ 
i.  Cm  the  ftream  from  the  mountains* 
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NUMBER      XLL 
PARISH   OF    LUMPHANAN, 

(presbytery  of   KINCARDINE  o'NIEL,  SYNOD  AKB 
COUNTY   OF   ABERDEEN.^ 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Shamc 


Name^  Extent^  and  Stipend, 

THE  name  of  the  parifli  in  Gaelic  fignifies  it  is  did, 
the  "  bare  little  valley;"  which  might  have  been  the  cafe 
when  it  firft  received  its  name ;  but  lime  has  produced  great 
changes  here^  in  refpefl  of  fruitfulnefs.  Almoft  in  the  n)td« 
die  of  the  parlOi  ftands  the  church.  The  length  of  the  pa- 
rifli from  S.  to  N«  is  about  6^  in  breadth  from  E.  to  W.  4 
computed  miles.— Hills  furround  the  greateft  part  of  the  parifli. 
The  foil  is  deep  and  good  in  the  low  grounds,  thin  and  fandy 
on  the  fides  of  the  hills  to  the  S, — ^The  air  is  dry  and  healthy  in 
general.  Fevers  are  the  moft  common  diftempers. — There 
are  many  excellent  fprings,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  in  o- 
ther  parts ;  fo  that  every  village  except  one,  is  well  fupplicd 
with  water.— There  is  a  confiderable  lakci  called  the  loch  of 
Auchloflen,  nearly  one  mile  long,  and  more  than  half  as  broad 
l^t  th^  fouth  end  ^  and  which  produces  pikes  and  eels  in  great 

plenty 
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plenty.  Some  large  pikes  6  feet  long,  weighing  about  25  lib. 
have  been  taken  in  it.  It  yields  likewife  fome  grafs«  as  horfe 
pipes,  &c.  Ducks,  geefe,  and  fometimes  a  few  fwanst  fre- 
quent this  loch,  and  afford  good  fport  for  gentlemen  and  o« 
thers.  In  fummer  it  is  divided  into  2  parts,  and  the  paflage  for 
the  water  between  tliem  may  be  about  5  feet  wide  \  the  loch 
is  frozen  in  winter,  and  may  be  travelled  on.  In  its  prcfent 
ftate  it  has  many  inconvtniences.  It  frequently  overflows  in 
fummer,  carries  off  the  fuel,  and  hurts  the  corns  growing  near 
it  \  about  it  the  frofts  and  mildews  are  fevere,  and  the  wild 
fowls  de(lru£live,  efpecially  in  the  night  time.  It  has  been 
propofed  by  the  proprietors  to  drain  off  the  water,  and  render 
the  grounds  arable  \  the  greateft  depth  when  founded,  did  not 
exceed  6  feet.  The  rent,  for  the  almoft  ufelefs  ground  atprefent^ 
might  be  confiderable,  and  fome  marie  perhaps  got.  Some 
years  hence  the  plough  may  be  feen  going  where  the  ugly 
and  voracious  pikes  are  now  lying  ;  and  corns  growing 
inftead  of  almoft  ufelefs  weeds.  The  neighbouring  towns  would 
then  be  more  healthy,  and  no  depredations  made  on  their  crops. 
Meal-mead  and  Craiglich  are  the  moft  confiderable  hills  % 
the  latter  is  fteep,  and  arifes  from  the  arable  land  about  a  mile. 
They  are  in  general  covered  with  heath,  having  fome  green 
vallies  on  the  fides  of  the  rivulet ,  and  afford  pafture  to  large 
flocks  of  (heep  \  turf  and  peat  for  fuel,  and  a  few  birds  for 
game. 

Population. — For  about  20  years  back  the  population  has  not 
varied  much.  The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  1755,  was  682 
ibuls  ,  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  is  621.  Males  and 
females  bear  the  fame  proportion  as  in  other  parilbes;  the  births 
on  an  average  are  only  10  or  12  yearly  \  marriages  j  or  6. 
There  are  44  farmers,  4  fmiths,  2  weavers,  3  wrights,  8 
iboemakersj  6  millers,  i  taylor,  3  ftudcnts  at  the  univerfitj 

of 
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of  Aberdeen,  2  merchants,  3  or  4  &inllks  of  fieceders,  1 
Roman  Catholics  in  the  pariih. 

Pr^ttfficm.^Tht  number  of  black  cattle  is  901,  of  hotfcs 

153,  and  of  fheep  1907*  About  200  bolls  of  meal,  oats,  and 

bear,  may  be  annually  fold  out  of  the  parifli*  The  crops  are  po* 

tatoes,  bear,  oats,  turnips,  peafe,fomermt,butIittIeartificiaifrsifs. 

^  No  heritors  refide  here,  and  ve  are  in  the  infancy  of  winter 

herding,  though  there  is  great  occaGon  for  it  on  many  accounts. 

Several  tenants  keep  bee-hives ;  a  firft  firarm  fells  for  about 

2os.  fterling ;  if  the  fummer  be  favourable,  3  fwarms  may  be 

looked  for  from  each  hive.— When  killed,  the  beft  hhrcs 

yield  from  i  o  to  x  a  pints  of  excellent  honey ;  for  which,  3s.  4d. 

to  5s.  per  pint  may  be  gotten.  There  is  n6t  one  third  of  the  land 

under  culture.   Some  induftrious  tenants  have  ploughed  feveraf 

acresfrom|theheath,'one  15,  and  another  about  14,  acres.  After 

ploughing  it  lies  a  year  unfown }  then  they  take  feveral  crops 

before  it  is  allowed  to  reft.   One  roan  affirms  that  he  had  for 

the  firft  crop  from  a  fmall  piece  taken  from  die  muif  8  returns, 

or  4  bolls  from  half  a  boll,  which  yielded  3  bolls  of  meal.  There 

are  apparently  many  ridges  in  the  hills  not  now  ploughed.  The 

hills  are  very  fit  for  wood,   yet  none  of  them  are  planted. 

Commonty,  and  the  non-refidence  of  heritors,  are  the  caufes 

of  this  great  defefl.  The  want  of  fire  wood  is  every  year  more 

and  more  felt.   Nay  all  the  afiv  and  plane  trees,  &c.  on  ibme 

eilates  are  now  cut  down  ;  as  are  likewife  the  allers  that  grow 

on  the  burns  of  Lumphanan,  Findracb,  and  Pool  bogg ;  fo  that 

there  are  remaining  only  a  few  trees  in  the  tenants  yards,  and 

the  people  are  obliged,  with  a  great  lofs  of  ttme^  and  miicfa 

cxpencc,  to  purchafc  wood  from  the  neighbouring  pariihes. 

Advantages f  and  Difadvantages.'-^^-JTht  advantages  arc  an 

early  foil,  well  filled  and  ripened  crops.   Tlie  bear^  oats^  meal 

3  &c« 
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ice.  are  very  good  and  fetch  high  prices.  Meal  laft  fummef 
fold  at  Finzean's  girnell  at  1 78;  per  boll  of  9  ftone.  The  north 
and  fouth  roads^  paiHng  through  the  middle  of  the  parifii,  giye 
the  farmers  many  and  eafy  opportunities  of  falling  in  with 
the  fouth  country  dealers  in  cattle^  The  pariih  is  well  fupplied 
with  garden  plants  from  Auchoor  and  Mill-town  of  Auch« 
loflen>  where  3  gardeners  refide*  tt  has  likewife  a  good  fchool- 
tnaller,  but  his  encouragement  is  fmall,  and  the  fchool  built 
in  a  yery  improper  place.  Many  cattle  are  reared  here^  and 
the  principal  roads  are  not  bad.  On  the  bther  hand^  the  pa- 
rifli  is  no  lefsthan  24  meafured  miles  from  Aberdeen ;  has  no 
lime  nor  marie,  nor  can  the  high  grounds  often  get  any  advan* 
tagejfrom  watering!^  grafs  is  fcarcc^  and  few  cattle  can  be  kept 
in  fummer.  The  farmers  mud  often  fell  them  to  great  dif- 
advantage  when  the  labouring  is  finifhed)  put  them  to  glens»  or 
flarve  them  at  home.  The  (heep  are  often  a  prey  to  the  foxes 
from  the  woods  of  Craigievar  and  Aboyne.  The  fuel  is  fetch- 
ed from  the  diftance  of  2  computed  miles^  and  on  bye-roads 
where  carts  are  drawn  with  danger  and  difficulty^  Little  is 
done  by  many  from  Whitfunday  to  the  beginning  of  autumn 
but  to  caft,  dry,  and  lead  peats.  Some  think  it  would  be  as 
cheap  to  bring  coals  from  Aberdeen*  The  north  and  fouth 
roads,  too,  are  attended  with  fome  inconveniences  from  beg* 
gars  and  pilferers*  The  mill  multures  ate  heavy,  the  tenants 
affirm,  that  in  multures,  &c«  they  pay  t  boll  in  121 

Language  Rent,  &f^.-.-^None  of  tht  parifliiohers  fpeak  of 
underftand  Gaelic,  though  the  names  of  moft  places  are  faid 
to  be  derived  therefrom,  as  Auchloflen,  Auchoor,  Sea  The 
valued  rent  is  L.  2082 : 6 :  8d.  Scotch,  and  the  real  rent  may 
be  about  L.  1000  fterling.  The  ftipend  is  L.  36 :  5s.  including 
20  merks  for  coaomunion  elements,  ^with  23  i  bolls  of  meal 
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at  9  (lone  per  boll,  and  5  bolls  of  bear.  Sir  Willtam  Forbe  J 
of  Craigivar,  Bart,  is  patron.  The  church  was  bmlt  in  1762. 
The  manfe  in  1782.  In  the  minifter's  garden  are  plenty  of 
gcen  trees  and  low  fruits,  and  the  trees  bear  well.  The  fitu- 
ation  is  pleafant,  and  fo  healthy,  that  there  is  a  proverb,  that 
no  miniftcr  dies  here.*  The  glebe  may  be  ;ibout  6  acres,  but  is 
ftrangely  and  inconveniently  dividtrd  ;  fome  of  it  lying  abore 
half  a  mile  from  the  reft. 

There  are  4  heritors,  one  of  whom  has  two  thirds  of  the  parifli. 
The  number  of  poor  on  the  roll  at  prcfcnt  is  only  6.  The  weekly 
colleflions  are  about  10 J.  We  have  no  other  funds  except  a 
few  pounds  in  the  Kirk  box.  The  years  1782  and  1783  ob- 
liged the  miniftcr  and  elders  to  give  out  L.  i  o,  or  L.  1 2  eztraor* 
dinary  \  viftual  then  was  very  fcarce  and  dear.  A  neighbouring 
lierltor,  Mr.  William  Brebner,  was  then  of  great  fervicc  to 
his  own,  to  this,  and  to  other  pari(hes.  He  imported, 
and  brought  home  from  Aberdeen  with  his  own  carts,  oats, 
bear,  &c.  grinded  them,  and  fold  the  meal  at  moderate  prices. 
Sir  William  Forbes  likevife  ordered  his  faftor  at  Craigivar  to 
diftribute  fome  meal  among  the  poor  in  his  lands,  and  did  not 
exa£l  all  his  rents.  He  like  wife  procured  feed  for  his  tenants 
who  fufTorcd  greatly.     Many  were  much  reduced  that  year  *. 

Ploughs^ 

•  Prices  of  prcvifions. — Oat  mcul  ft  I!',  from  L..8  to  L.  10  Scotdi  per  boU,  9 
ftonc  ;  bear  meal  about  L.  6. — beef  an ;i  mutton  3d.  per  lb. — batter  from  6d. 
to  8d.  per  lb.  of  18  oz.  to  the  lb  cheefc  5s.  per  (lone,  fame  weight ; — hens  6d; 
eggf  2d. per  dozen; — feed  corn  from  L.  9  to  L.  10  Scotch;  bread moch  the  fijne; 
-—oats  with  fodder^  L.  10  to  L.  14,  do.— bear  L.  10  to  L.  16  do.  peck  aad 
proof; — bmhs  3*.  6d.  to  5  s. — ^year  old  (hecp  5s.  to  6s.— ewes  2%.  to  s^ — 
wc J'iers  6s.  to  ros  — ^fcd  (hccp  accordinr|r  to  their  weight  and  fatncA ;— calxes 
5«.  to  aos. — ^year  old  black  cattle  20s.  to  40s. — i  years  old  do.  L.  3  to  L..  5. 
— rifing  4  year  old,  L.  5  to  L.  7 ;— oxen  L.  6  to  L.  lo ;— cows  L.  3  to  L».  7.— . 
A-,[;ood  many  ftiecp  ami  black  cattle  are  (old  every  year. — Few  horfes  arc  rear- 
ed, and  thofe  fmall.— They  fell  from  L.  6  to  L.  1%. — ^There  is  one  yeaiiy  mar* 
kct'  in  (hcep,  where  about  aooo  (keep  are  cxpofed  one  year  with  another. 
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Phughs^  Farms,  and  Inclofures. — There  are  about  56  ploughs 
of  land  in  the  pari(h|  but  fometimes  2  or  3  are  united,  and  la* 
1x)ared  bjr  one  plough  or  10  oxen,  fo  that  there  are  not  above 
44  ploughs  yoked,  thofe  excepted  who  join  and  labour  their  fmall 
crofts  in  a  few  weeks.  The  ploughs  in  general  confift  of  8 
or  10  oxen. — There  is  one  farm  held  by  2  tenants  at  L.  50 ; 
others  pay  from  L.  25  to  L.  30 ;  moll  of  them  L.  1 2  with  6 
or  8  bolls  of  meal  and  3  or  4  of  bear. — Many  of  the  farmers 
have  carts,  and  fomc  of  the  crofters. — The  houfes  are  now  a 
Kttle  better  than  formerly,  the  new  ones  being  built  with  good 
ftonesand  mortar, and  pinned  with  lime* — Afewhave  chimneys 
and  wooden  floors,  and  are  covered  with  heather. The  of- 
fices in  general  are  yet  mean.  But  as  fome  heritors  are  now 
allowing  payment  to  the  tenant  at  his  removal,  for  walls,  the 
houfes  it  is  hoped  will  foon  put  on  a  better  appearance.  The 
way  of  managing  farms  is  none  of  the  beft.— Lands  rent  at 
L.  1  per  acre  in-field,  when  let  to  crofters  by  the  tenant,  who 
pays  little  lefs  for  it  himfelf,  and  yet  he  often  labours  the  ground 
for  his  fttbtenants. 

The  firft  inclofures  feem  to  have  been  at  Auchinhove  by  the 
Duguids,  who  once  were  the  greateft  heritors  in  the  parifli.—-* 
The  dykes  there  are  6  feet  broad  at  bottom. — Some  dykes  with 
hedges  were  lately  built  at  Camp-field.  There  are  a  few  inclo- 
fures likewife  at  Findrack^  bat  in  bad  order.    The  tenants 

3  C  2  are 

A'day-labo«rcr*s  wiges,  6<1.  per  day,  with  diet ;— a'carpenter's,  8d ;— taylor'f 
6dw— mafbn's  Ijd,  to  lod.— A  woman  fervant  gets  from  los.  to  25 c.  per  half 
year.— Tho(c  who  engage  in  hanreft  from  L.  10  to  L.  I»  Scotch.— Men  fer* 
Tants  L.  a  to  L.  3  fterling.— -They  are  the  fame  in  fummer,  becaoie  they  go 
fouth  to  dyking.  In  hanreft  from  L.  15  to  L.  18  Scotch. — ^A  herd  now  gets 
L.  zo  or  L.  XI  Scotch  or  more. — l^hofe  who  draw  the  plough,  L.  18  Scotch. 
^The  wages,  like  the  rents, have  incrcafcd  one  third  Hnce  ITJ%m  and  are  (lilt 
ixscrcaiing. 
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aie  beginiung  to  do  fomething  to  diit  waj,  bat  tlie  flwcp  am 
great  enetnict  to  them  in  winter  *. 


*  One  or  two  feemingly  drnidical  phcesofworihip  tie  known,  lUb  a  ptctty 
lat]p  ftooe  without  infcriptioni  ocv  Kinlocher.  At  the  manie  there  is  aco- 
fioQS  font  flone,  i  feet  diameter.  A  few  old  coint  were  found  ibmc  yean  a^o, 
when  repairing  the  dintch-yard  dykes,  and  a  moftdoth  boaglit  with  thcai* 
Vety  lately  abore  L.  loo  fterling^all  in  Queen  Anne's  ihaiingiwaefoundi^  t  wo 
hetds  In  one  of  the  dykesof  the  Gonlon's  fold  nev  Anchhove.  Their  pweata 
had  taken  one  of  theic  folds  for  gnUsi  and  the  boy  and  gui  were  taking dowa 
fnnc  ftones  to  let  their  bealts  get  in  to  feed»  where  they  acddentally  femd 
the  money.  Tradition  fays,  that  it  is  only  a  part  of  50^000  meiis  hid  there 
^  Z745f  1>7  MK  Malcolm,  a  fenrant  belonging  to  Mr  Dagoid  of  AncUiore, 
who  unfortunately  joined  in  the  rebellion,  and  that  the  reft  was  fecreted  in 
a  man*s  booC— The  unfaithful  ferrant,  after  CHdbden,  returned  home,  sad  was 
leen  goi^g  about  the  dykes  as  if  he  had  loft  ibmcthing  ;-r-when  examiaed,  be 

Aid  it  was  a  lUrer  headed  (word  that  he  was  fearchiqg  for. The  Pool  Bfljgg 

sear  the  manfe,  confifts  of  50  acres,  now  indofed,  and  rented  at  about  logoi^ 
ncas.  About  three  fourths  of  the  ground  are  arable.  The  bum  of  Lnmpliattui 
which  runs  throu^  it,  formerly,  in  the  time  of  rain,  when  it  roic  h^,  did 
great  deftruQion,  carrying  off  the  earth,  and  covering  the  grtiund  with  And  and 
imall  ftones ;  but  thefe  erils  are  now  remedied.  Near  the  middle  of  the  bogg 
ftands  a  fort,  built  chiefly  of  earth  from  the  moat  around  it,  not  perpendicular, 
but  cpntra£ting  as  it  rifes ;  it  appears  round,  but  is  really  ond.  The  height  is 
I»  yards.  It  meafures  86^  yards  in  drcumference  at  the  top,  and  the  area 
may  fiiw  6  or  7  pecks  of  oats.  The  moft  at  the  bale  is  ^3  yards  wide.  With- 
out lies  another  ring  350  yards  round.  It  if  uncertain  who  buik  this  fart;  Ibme 
aftribe  the  work  to  LongueviUe  who  came  oTcr  from  France  in  Wallace's  time ; 
fome  to  Wallace  hirofclf,  and  call  it  Gargunnock.  Othen  gire  it  a  madi  ear- 
lier date.  Before  the  inventioo  of  gonpowder  it  has  been  a  pbce  of  ftreiigth» 
and  it  often  excites  the  curiofity  of  ftiangers. 

Macbcth's  Cairn  lies  about  a  meafured  mile  no;rth  from  the  kirk,  on  the 
brow  of  a  hill,  is  40  yards  in  circumference,  and  rifes  pretty  high  in  the  middle* 
Farther  up  the  bill  are  fereral  fmalicr  cairns.  It  is  iaid  by  fome  that  Macbeth* 
ftying  from  the  fonth,  had  but  a  few  men  with  him  when  he  reached  L.nm« 
phanan  \  that  he  endeavoured  to  hide  himfelf  at  a  town  called  Cairn  Baddy,  but 
flying  from  hence  went  about  a  mUe  north,  till  M^Duffout-ridiog  his  com-, 
pany,  came  up  with  him  at  that  place  where  the  cairn  now  lies,  Idllfid  him. 
in  ^TkfJA  combat,  and  brought  back  hi|  h^ad  ^  his  lacJia 
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Mifattamout  Remarhs^-^Tht  people  are  not  expenfive  in 
diet  or  clothes  — ^The  young  folks  begin  to  appear  more  gay  on 
public  occafions.— All  are  punQual  in  attending  public  worihip, 
and  feem  pretty  well  pleafed  with  their  condition*  The  farmers 
complain  of  graflumsy  and  (hort  leafeSi  but  efpecially  the  want 
of  fenrantSy  cheir  high  wages  and  little  work.  It  is  evident  that 
the  tenants  here  muft  take  the  burden  of  the  work  on  themfelvest 
and  pay  every  attention  to  their  bufinefs^  elfe  they  muft  go  to 
ruin.  It  cannot  be  faid  that  any  of  them  are  making  rich ;  few 
are  laying  by  fo  much  caih  as  their  fervants.  In  winter  thej 
often  can  get  little  done  for  fome  months,  on  account  of  the 
ftorms  of  rain  and  fnow,  and  great  frofts.  During  the  long 
winter  nights  the  men  fervants  think  they  (hould  do  nothing  for 
their  mafters  advantage.  Subtenants  there  know  not  how  to 
employ  themfelves  fo  as  to  get  bread. 

The  public  roads  are  not  bad,  being  kept  in  tolerable  good 
order  by  the  ftatute  labour  \  the  people  fometimes  grudge  that 
they  are  called  out,  efpecially  when  well  advanced  in  life,  6 
days  every  year,  or  that  they  muft  pay  money.—- Bridges  are 
much  needed,  as  the  burns  fwell  fuddenly,  and  become  almoft 
impaflable.  Nor  are  they  in  much  better  condition  often  ill 
winter  frofts.  Two  great  roads  interfed  one  another  very  qcif 
the  church,  eaftward« 
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NUMBER     XLn. 
PARISH    OF    GLENISLA. 

(PRESBTTERT  OF   MEIGLK,    SYNOD     OF  ANGUS    AND 
MEARNS,   COUNTY   OF   FORFAR.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Domalo. 


Namff  Extent^  is^c. 

GLENISLA  derives  its  name  from  its  local  fitaation,  be- 
ing placed  in  a  glen  through  which  the  river  Ida  runs. 
•*— From  the  head  of  this  parifh  to  the  foot,  taking  a  ftraight 
line^  it  mcafures  about  1 8  Englifli  miles,  but  if  all  the  windings  of 
the  river  are  taken  in,  it  meafuresprecifely  25  miles  and  one  fur- 
long.   Its  breadth,  at  an  average,  will  not  exceed  2  miles. 

The  Ifla,  which  takes  its  rife  from  Caan-Lochan»  formerl  j  a 
deer  foreft  of  the  family  of  Airly,  runs  through  the  middle  of 
the  parifh.  This  river  abounds  with  trout  of  a  tolerable  fize  | 
there  are  alfofalmon  to  be  found  in  it,  though  they  are  prevented 
from  getting  far  up  by  a  fall  of  water  below  the  mill  of  Craig,  tnea- 
furing  betwixt  70  and  80  feet  perpendicular,  called  Reeky* 
Linn^  from  the  fmoke  which  conftantly  afcends  from  the  wa- 
ter 
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ter.   This  fall  makes  a  very  grand  appearance  at  all  times,  but 
more  particularly  when  the  river  overilows  its  banks. 

Zoil\  Climate^  (2fr.— The  foil  is  in  general  of  a  light  nature^ 
and  full  of  ftones*  In  the  lower  part  of  the  pariih,  however, 
where  improvements  are  carried  on,  it  appears  to  be  deep 
ftrong  loam,  producing  good  crops  of  com  and  grafs.  In  the 
upper  part,  lime  ftone  is  to  be  got  in  great  abundance  from 
three  different  quarries.  But  the  expence  of  quarrying  and 
burning  prevents  the  inhabitants  firom  reaping  great  benefit 
from  it.  Some  of  the  more  opulent  of  the  tenants  drive  marie 
from  the  Loch  of  Kinnordy,  about  9  miles  diftant,^ which  ma- 
nure turns  out  to  very  good  account. 

The  air  is  very  pure,  and  the  people  in  general  very  healthy. 
The  healthinefs  of  the  people,  however,  may  be  afcribed  to 
their  manner  of  living.  They  are  not  pent  up  in  houfes,  nop 
employed  in  fedenftary  occupations  like  many  others,  but*roam 
at  large  in  the  open  air,  tending  flocks  of  (beep  and  cattle* 
Several  inftances  of  longevity  are  to  be  found  in  the  parifh ; 
particularly  onejman  in  his  94th  year,  ftiil  vigorous  and  retain- 
ing all  his  faculties,  another  82,  and  a  third  76.  During  the 
fummer  months,  it  is  very  fultry,  but  frofts  generally  fet  in  by 
the  end  of  Auguft,  and  the  winters  are  commonly  very  feverc. 

The  people,  efpecially  in  the  upper  part  of  the  parHh,  are 
late  in  beginning  to  fow,  owing  principally  to  the  frofts  which 
keep  the  ground  long,  particularly  after  a  fevere  winter.  It  is 
often  the  latter  end  of  March  or  beginning  of  April,  before 
the  feed-time  is  begun.  This,  of  courfe,  prevents  the  grain 
from  ripening  foon  -,  fo  that  it  is  frequently  the  middle,  and 
often  the  end  of  November,  before  the  crop  is  all  got  in. 

The  froft  mifts  do  much  hurt  here,  particularly  on  the  rivet 

fide.    They  feem  to  manifeft  their  noxious  quality  firft  on  the 

potatoe  ftems.     Some  fields  of  barley  have  been  rendered 

X  almoft 
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almoft  ufdefs  by  them.  Hic  barley  takes  a  deadly  wbstenda 
after  this  happensi  and  the  kernels  when  nffh^fflrff^,  immedi- 
ately after  the  froft^  are  foft  and  watery,  and  in  a  (hort  time 
grow  ihri?illed  and  dry.  Oats»  when  frofted,  acquire  in  a 
few  days  a  bloiih  call.  Thefe  frofts  prerail  here  nx>ftly  in  the 
month  of  Auguft. 

P^tfi^i0fi.^On  the  lathof  July  179I9  there  were  living 
in  the  parifli  1018  fouls;  of  whom  224  were  under  10  jears 
of  age,  456  between  10  and  209  and  338  widoweis  and  mar^ 
tied. — ^The  return  to  Dr.  Webfter  in  1755  was  1852  fouls  1 
fe  that  the  population  has  decreafed  confiderably  fince  that  pc« 
riod. 

No  eza£l  regifterof  baptifms  and  marriages  has  been  kept 
here  for  many  years  paft;  fo  that  £rom  what  records  belong 
CO  the  pariQiy  little  material  can  be  learned.  From  thefe  re- 
cords it  appears  that  for  9  years  preceding  17921  there  were 
236  baptifed,  and  93  couples  married. 

The' greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  have  fmall  farms,  with 
a  confiderable  extent  of  pafturage  annexed  to  them.  About 
54  of  them  are  fmall  proprietors  or  portioners,  and  a  great 
part  of  thefe  occupy  their  lands  themfelvcs*  There  are  juft 
now  in  the  parifli  3  blackfmiths,  8  weavers,  7  taylors,  and  4 
Wrights*  What  is  remarkable,  there  is  not  a  flioemakcr  in  the 
parifli.  All  the  inhabitants  are  of  the  eflabliflKd  church  ex^ 
cepting  8  Non*jurors,  j  Catholics,  and  i  Burgher  Seceder* 

The  general  charaAer  of  the  people  is,  that  they  are  hn* 
mane,  and  when  they  form  an  attachment  to  a  perfon,  ^nrill 
exert  their  utmoft  efibrcs  to  ferve  him.  They  are  not  indeed  fo 
iaduftrious  as  could  be  wiflied.  The  fummer  months  are  moft. 
ly  fpent  in  providing  fuel  and  tending  the  flocks  %  while  the 
winter  months  are  moflly  confumed  in  burning  this  fueL  With 
xefpeft  to  their  moralsi  they  are  punflual  in  attending  on  public 

worlhspj 
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worlliipi  and  as  decent  in  their  behaviour  in  other  rcfpefbsi  as 
iheir  neighbours  around  them. 

Church  and  Poor. — ^The  value  of  the  living  is  L.  55  1 1 1 :  i/r 
fterling.  The  glebe  and  garden  may  be  worth  about  L,  3  fler-^ 
ling.  The  king  is  patron  of  this  living.  The  manfe  and  church 
arc  very  old. 

The  number  of  poor  who  receive  alms  from  the  kirk-feflion 
is  about  nine.  The  yearly  fum  expended  for  their  relief  will^ 
not  exceed  L.  12  fterling.  This  fum  is  raifed  from  the  Sun« 
day  coDeAions.  What  further  fupport  they  ftand  in  need  of 
is  fupplied  by  charitable  and  well  difpofed  perfons. — The  funds 
belonging  to  the  poor  do  not  exceed  L.  40  fterling.  <-By  fome 
old  records  it  appears^  that  in  the  year  1 704^the  Sunday  collec- 
tions did  not  exceed  3d.  a  week,  now  at  an  average  they  a**' 
mount  to  3s.  6d.— There  are  no  travelling  beggars  belong* 
ing  to  the  parifh  5  but  in  the  time  of  flieep  {hearing  it  is  much 
infefted  with  vagrants  from  adjacent  parts  of  the  country  *, 

Vol.  VI.  3  D  Rent 

*  The  price  of  barley  and  oats  is  generaUy  regulated  by  the  Bundee  mar- 
ket. Indeed  the  grain  produced  io  this  dillri£t  is  not  fuificicnt  for  the  con* 
fumptioa  of  the  inhabitants.  Oat  meal  generally  fcUs  at  15s.  and  barley  meal 
at  ios,and  los.  6d.  per  boU  of  8  ftones  of  16  lb.— >Becf,  mutton,  and  pork,  is 
Ho  lefs  than  3d.  per  lb.  of  16  m^ — ^The  price  of  a  pig  is  is.  6d.— of  a  hen 
8d.— of  a  duck  6d.  and  of  a  chicken  3d.  Butter  is  fold  M.  6d.  in  fummery 
and  when  falted,  at  8d.  per  lb.  of  %%  ounces.— The  ftone  of  ^heefe  if  general 
ly  5  s.  but  the  price  varies  according  to  its  rkhnefs  and  a^.  Ewe  milk  cheefe 
is  foinetimes  fold  at  7s.  per  (lone. 

The  wages  of  men-labourers  are  generally  is.  per  day,  from  March  to  Sep- 
temberi  with  maintenance.  The  women  feldom  hire  by  the  day,  except  iii 
the  time  of  fpinning  wool,  when  they  receive  3d.  per  day  with  maintenance. 

The  day-wages  of  a  mafon  are  is.  id.— of  a  wright  is^— <uid  of  a  taylor  6d4 
with  maintenance. 

Farm-fcnrants  generally  draw  from  L.  7  to  L.  8  (lerling  /#r  atinum,  with 
aMiQtenance.-»Womea  ierrants  receive  L.  3  fterling  a  yeaf|  along  with  ibme 

Bounties, 
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Rent  and  Produce. — There  is  but  a  very  faiall  part  of  the 
parifli  inclofed.  Indeed  one  of  the  heritors,  fufiiciently  aware 
of  the  advantage  and  propriety  of  improving  ground  covered 
with  heath,  has  inclofed  a  good  many  acres  of  muir  ground, 
adjacent  to  his  houfe,  with  fir  and  birch  trees,  which  prefcnt* 
ly  appear  to  be  in  a  very  thriving  (late.  Would  his  neighbours 
follow  his  example,  the  country  would  not  wear  the  bleak  af- 
pe£l  it  prefently  does.— The  bell  arable  land  lets  at  aboDC  2cs. 
per  acre,  but  to  this  is  annexed  the  privilege  of  hill  pafi  urage. 
The  rent  of  the  parilh  may  be  between  L.  600  and  70c  ller- 
11  ng.  This,  however,  19  varying  every  year.  The  heritors, 
as  has  been  mentioned,  are  54  in  number,  of  whom  about 
32  reflde  in  the  pariOi.  It  is  impofTible  to  afcertain  the  num- 
ber of  acres  contained  in  it,  the  arable  ground  bears  but  an 
infignificant  proportion  to  that  which  is  covered  with  heath. 
The  plough  moftly  ufed  in  the  upper  part  of  the  pariOi  is  the  old 
Scotch  plough,  generally  drawn  by  4,  fometimes  by  6  horft?, 
yoked  a  bread  of  one  another ; — what  is  peculiar,  the  driver 
always  travels  backwards.  This  mode,  no  doubt,  has  been  a- 
dopted,  on  account  of  the  weaknefs  and  fmall  fize  of  the  horfes, 
which  are  modly  of  the  Highland  breed* — In  the  lower  part, 
the  Englifh  plough  is  for  the  moft  part  ufcd/  and  is  drawn  by  2 
horfes.     One  man  holds  and  drives. 

The  vegetable  produce  is  bear  and  oats,  no  \Yhcat  is  fown ; 
turnips,  and  potatoes  arc  raifcd  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parifii ; 
in  the  higher  part  of  it  turnips  are  but  now  introduced,  and 
indeed  it  is  impoffible  this  crop  can  turn  out  td  advantage, 
while  the  inhabitants  allow  their  flieep  to  feed  promifcuoufiy 

after 

bounties,  which  in  value  may  amount  to  6s.  or  7s.  flerllog.  About  40  years  a^ 
go,  the  wages  of  a  maa-fcrvant  did  aot  exceed  t».  X  :  6  :  8  HcrUng  a  year  uitb 
maintenance. 
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after  the  corns  arc  put  into  the  barn-yard5.  With  refpcfl  to 
animal  produdions,  the  country  abounds  in  black  cattle;  thefe 
arc  gencraHy  of  a  fmall  (ize,  but  very  durable;  the  largeft  will 
ii»t  exceed  the  weight  of  1 8  or  20  (tones  of  16  lb-  The  num- 
ber in  the  parifli  at  prefent  amounts  to  about  idrpd.  The 
(beep,  which  are  generally  kept  in  the  hilly  part,  arc  but  of  a 
fmall  fize ;  fome  of  the  inhabitants^  however,  go  yearly  to  the 
fouth  of  Scotland,  where  they  purchafc  numbers  of  black 
faced  (hecp,  which  turn  out  with  them  to  good  advantage. 
The  preofe  number  of  Oieep  cannot  be  afcertained.  The 
country  abounds  with  muir  fowl,  and  feveral  gentlemen  keep 
(hooting  quarters,  which  they  regularly  attend  during  the 
feafon.  Here  are  hares  and  foxes  in  abundance.  Ptarmigans 
are  alfo  to  be  found  at  a  place  called  Caanefs,  towards  the  head 
of  the  parifh. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervatlons. The  roads   are  in  very  bad 

repair,  and  muft  continue  in  the  fame  (late  till  proper  over- 
feers  are  appointed  to  infpe£l  them,  and  the  road  money  of 
the  parifh  appropriated  to  their  repair*  The  bridges  arc  only 
two  in  number  ((5.ough  the  extent  of  water,  from  the  head  to 
the  foot  of  the  panlh,  is  about  25  EngliOi  miles.)  Were  a 
bridge  built  centrically  between  thefe  two,  which  are  9  miles 
afunder,  it  would  be  a  confiderable  advantage  to  the  country 
at  large,  and  free  many  individuals  frOm  inconveniencies  they 
picfently  labour  under.  Indeed  there  are  fome  funds  for  a 
bridge  already,  and  fubfcriptions  might  be  espedied  to  com- 
plete the  fcheme,  were  there  any  public  fpirited  perfon  to  fet 
the  work  on  foot. 

Befide  the  parochial  fchool,  the  falary  of  which  is 
loo   merjcs;    there  is    a    fchool    ere£led   by    the    Society 
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for  propagating  Chriilian  Elnowkdge  at  Fclda.  Tlse 
teacher  draws  yearly  from  the  Society  L.  lo  ftetling* 
Both  fchools  juft  now  are  in  bad  repair,  and  truly  it  is  diffi* 
cult  to  get  thefe  matteis  properly  adjufted  among  fach  a 
number  of  heritors  *. 

*  There  are  the  remaiiu  of  two  caAles,  ▼St.  the  ciiUe  of  Foitei 
and  the  caftle  of  Newtown.  A  great  part  of  the  walls  of  the  farmer  re-« 
main  ahnod  entire,  but  only  the  vcftiges  of  the  foundation  of  the  latter  arc 
to  be  feen.    Both  belonged  to  the  Ogilnes  of  Airlf,  and  in  1641  were  de. 

noliOied  by  the  Marquis  of  Aigrlc*  w  IbJut  the  familr  of  Airly  di4  net  £aii 
to  itfcnt. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XUII. 
PARISH    OF   ALYTH, 


(presbytery     of    MKIGLE,     synod   of    ANGUS  AND 
MEARNS,   COUNTY   OF  PERTH.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  )Colin  Stmers, 


Nante,  Extent^  tsfe* 
^'T^HE  pariih  of  Alyth  lies  on  the  north  fide  of  Strathmore. 
-*-  It  is  about  12  miles  long  and  3  broad  at  an  average  ; 
ftretches  from  S.  to  N«  towards  the  Grampian  mountains, 
and  is  bounded  by  the  parifh  of  Meigle  on  the  fouth,  from 
which  it  is  divided  by  the  water  of  Ifla, — by  Ruthven  and  Airly 
on  the  es^ft,  from  which  it  is  likewife  feparated  by  the  Ifla  la 
Its  courfe  from  the  hills  towards  the  S* 

The  pariOi  is  divided  into  two  confiderable  diftrifis  by  the 
hills  of  Alyth,  Loyal  and  Barry.  The  fouthem  diftri^i,  which 
lies  in  the  Strath,  is  about  4  miles  long  and  3  broad.  The 
lower  part  along  the  water  of  Ifla  is  extremely  fertile,  produc- 
ing  excellent  crops  of  barley,  oats,  and  wheat.  The  cultiva- 
tion of  gralsy  turnips,  potatoes,  and  other  parts  of  the  neW 
iiufbandry,  is  carried  on  with  great  fuccefs.  Several  of  the 
proprietors  have  divided  their  eftates  into  fields^  indofed  with 

'      hedges 
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hedgfs  and  hedge-rows.  The  frequent  inundations  of  the 
Ifla,  which  fomctimcs  rifcs  fudderly  in  harveft  to  a  great 
height,  is  often  attended  with  great  dtfiippotntmenc  and  lofs 
to  the  hufbandman.  This  was  the  cafe  in  1789,  and  two  or 
three  inftaocea  more  fatal  hare  happened  within  thefe  twenty 
▼ears.  Thefe  might  fenre  as  kflons  to  the  tenants  to  drag 
their  corns  out  of  the  water  mark  immediately  when  they  are 
cut  down,  a  praAice  too  much  ncgleded  by  them.  Much  of 
this  mifchicf,  arifing  from  the  prefent  winding  courfe  of  the 
Ifla  in  its  way  through  the  valley,  might  be  prevented  by 
Ilraightening  its  channel. 

The  tra£l  of  land  towards  the  hills  is  equally  fertile,  and  in 
moft  feafons  produces  heavy  crops  of  com  and  grafs.  Its  fine 
eipofure,  lying  oppofite  to  the  genial  rays  of  the  fun,  is  friend- 
ly to  the  quality  of  the  grain»  and  its  early  ripening.  The 
corns  are  fcldom  hurt  by  frofts,  to  which  the  low  ground  Is 
more  fubje£t» — Crops  of  flax  in  the  whole  of  this  diftriA  are 
generally  good,  and  the  quantity  fown  has  greatly  increafed. 
Three,  and  often  four  ftones  of  flax,  at  the  rate  of  24  lib. 
avoirdupois  to  the  ftone,  is  no  uncommon  return  a£ter  the  peck 
of  feed.  There  are  three  line  mills  in  this  dtftrift,  and  all 
well  employed*  The  farmers  rear  a  confiderable  number  of 
young  cattle,  and  ufe  turnips  in  this  way  more  dian  in  iecd- 
mg  cattk.  They  likewife  rear  a  few  horfes,  but  not  in  fuflici- 
ent  numbers  to  ferve  themfelves. 

The  farms  are  not  too  large,  nor  do  they  feem  to  be  too  high 
rented}  none  of  them  exceeding  L.  140 ;  and  there  are  fome 
fmall  poflefiions,  at  L.  20  and  L.  15*  Good  ground  gives  from 
15s.  to  2 IS.  an  acre.  Marie  is  the  manure  commonly  ufed,  of 
which  there  is  plenty,  and  of  the  beft  quality,  at  the  diftance 
of  three  or  four  miles.  Confiderable  quantities  of  lime  are 
brought  from  Dundee,  'the  neareft  fca  port  Cown«    Itsfupe* 
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tior  quality,  and  the  advancod  price  of  marie,  will  foon  make 
It  more  ufed. 

The  village  of  Aly th  is  fituated  in  this  diftri£V.  ,  Its  name 
is  of  Gaelic  extra£lion,  and  i$  exprefiive  of  its  Ctuation,  being 
built  on  a  flat  near  the  foot  of  a  bill.  It  was  made  a  burgh  of 
barony  by  a  charter  from  James  III.  The  whole  of  it  belongs 
in  fuperiority  or  property  to  the  Earl  of  Airly,  who  has  a  large 
;ind  valuable  eflate  in  this  part  of  the  parifh,  which  has  been 
long  in  the  poflcflion  of  that  noble  family.  The  fituation  of 
the  village  is  healthy ;  it  is  well  fupplied  with  water,  excellent 
fprings  are  found  on  all  fides,  and  a  fmall  river  runs  through 
the  lower  part  of  the  town.  Over  it  are  two  bridges,  by  which 
the  iiihc'lntants  have  eafy  intercourfe  \  manufa£iures  of  diffen- 
tvx  kinds  might  be  carried  on  here  to  great  advantage.  There 
i^  \  weekly  market  in  the  village,  tolerably  well  fupplied  with 
butcher  meat,  poultry,  butter,  cheefe,  &c.  and  feveral  annu- 
al fairs  for  black  cattle  and  flieep  are  held  here.  The  cliief 
articles  are  yarn  and  brown  linens,  of  which  a  great  quantity 
is  manufaiElured  in  the  town,  and  diftri^l  around  it.  The 
quantity  of  cloth  ftamped  from  the  ift  November  1787,  to  the 
itt  November  1791,  at  an  average,  was  258,639  yards  yearly, 
and  the  medium  price  L.  6939:  (0:3  A*  This  branch  of 
trade,  though  lately  much  improved  and  enlarged,  is  far  from 
being  carried  on  to  that  extent  it  would  admit,  and  well  de* 
ferves.  Feihaps  not  one  lialf  of  the  yarn  fpun  in  this  part  of 
the  country  is  manufactured  in  it.  The  diftance  from  Dundee, 
(15  miles),  where  mod  of  cloth  is  fent,  is  compenfated  by 
cheaper  labour  and  living :  the  intercourse  ift  made  eafy  by  the 
turnpike  road  betwixt  Dundee  and  Meigle,  which  will  be  foon 
finiflied.  And  there  is  a  plan  in  agitation  for  continuing  this 
road  from  Meigle  to.  Alyth,  and  erecting  a  bridge  over  the  Ifla 
in  that  line,  which  it  is  much  to  be  wiflied  may  take  place,  a» 
tt  would  be  a  moft  eficntial  benefit  to  the  country* 

The 
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The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  Tillage  is  almoft  donbled 
Cnce  1774-  At  that  time  they  amounted  to  555  ;  now  they 
are  increafed  to  1060.  Several  acres  of  ground  were  lately 
feued  by  the  proprietori  on  which  a  number  of  houfes  are  builr, 
and  poflefled  chiefly  by  manufaAurers.  The  land  in  the  ba- 
rony of  Alyth  near  the  village  is  let  out  in  two  or  three  acres, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants,  and  is  rented  from  30$. 
to  40S«  the  acre.  The  greatcft  difadvantage  this  part  of  die 
country  labours  under  is  want  of  fuel  \  the  time  fpent  in  caft« 
ing  and  winning  peats,  and  the  expence  of  bringing  them 
home  from  a  diftance  of  5  or  6  miles,  are  great  inconvcnien- 
cies  to  the  hulbandman  and  the  manufaAurer,  who  begin  to 
find  it  more  for  their  intereft  to  ufe  coals,  though  there  are 
none  to  be  had  nearer  than  Dundee. 

In  furveyingthisdiftri£l,  it  takes  away  much  from  the  plea- 
fare,  to  obferve  a  large  common  (called  the  Muir  of  Alyth)  of 
feveral  hundred  acres,  a  great  part  of  which  is  capable  of  im* 
provement,  and  might  be  made  to  raife  com  and  grafs  ;  the 
reft  of  it  is  well  adapted  for  planting.  As  it  is  now  under 
fubmiiEon,  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  divifion  will  foon  take  place. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  hill  of  Alyth  there  is  an  open  coun- 
try of  confiderable  extent,  and  capable  of  much  improycment. 
The  foil  in  a  great  part  of  it  is  good,  and  the  crops  far  from 
being  deficient.  When  the  ground  is  more  cultivated,  and 
drained  where  it  is  wet,  there  will  be  lefs  reafon  to  complain 
of  the  lacenefs  of  the  crops  *,  which  cannot  be  fo  much  owing 
to  difference  of  climate,  as  to  the  advanced  ftate  of  agriculture. 
Till  lately,  the  old  mode  of  farming  was  followed  in  all  this 
diftri£i,  viz.  taking  crops  of  oats  and  bear  alttrnately  from 
the  in-field,  and  after  three  fuccefiive  crops  of  oats  from  the 
out-field,  letting  it  remaun  as  long  in  ley.  But  now  a  better 
fyftem  of  agriculture  is  introduced,  and  a  fpirit  of  induftry 
promoted  among  the  tenants*    In  a  few  years  hence,  when  the 

thriving 
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thriving  plantations  are  farther  advanced,  the  farms  properly 
divided  and  inclofed,  and  a  rotation  of  crops  obferved  accor- 
ding to  the  leafes  lately  granted,  the  value  of  the  property,  and 
the  appearance  of  this  part  of  thccoantry  will  be  much  increaf* 

cd  and  improved. Beyond  the  hill  of  BamfFis  the  foreft 

of  Alyth,  a  large  cra£l  of  heath  ground,  confiding  of  more 
than  6000  acres,  which  chiefly  belonged  to  four  proprietors 
who  poflefied  it  in  common ;  but  is  now  divided  among  them. 
The  foreft,  which  is  flcirted  on  the  W.  with  arable  ground, 
affords  pafture  for  a  confiderable  number  of  (beep  and  black 
cattle.  The  (heep  are  either  of  the  Linton  breed,  or  the  fmall 
white  faced  kind  raifed  in  this  part  of  the  country.  An  excel- 
lent breed  of  weddcrs,  brought  from  Linton  annually  when  a  year 
old,  thrive  well.  They  are  commonly  fold  when  four  years 
old  at  13  s,  or  14s.  the  head.  Their  wool  is  coarfe;  indeed 
none  of  the  (heep  here  are  remarkable  for  fine  wool.— In  the 
foreft  are  very  extenfive  mofles,  which  fupply  the  country  around 
with  fuel.  It  abounds  in  game,  efpecially  muirfowl,  and  is 
much  frequented  in  the  ftiooting  feafon.  At  the  extremity  of 
the  pariih  there  is  a  beautiful  little  country,  furrounded  with 
hills,  and  interfered  by  the  black  water  or  Ericht,  which  infum- 
mer  has  a  delightful  appearance.  That  part  of  it  connected 
with  this  parifli  called  the  Blacklunnans  lies  in  the  county  of 
Angus. 

Rtnt  and  Population. — ^The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  is 
L.  8233 117:4  Scotch*  There  are  5  or  6  heritors  who  have 
confiderable  eftates,  befides  feveral  fmaller  proprietors,  and -a 
number  of  feuars.  The  family  of  BamflT,  reprefented  by  Sir 
William  Ramfay,  Bart,  have  charters  of  the  dBS^  they  now 
poflefs,  fince  the  reign  of  King  Alexander  IL  A*  D.  1232. 
Three  of  the  confiderable  heritors  refide  part  of  the  year  in 
the  parifti,  and  moft  of  the  fmaller  ones* 
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The  tmmber  of  inhabitants  in  the  whole  parifli  is  2723  ;  of 
whom  1060  are  in  the  village,  943  in  the  lower  diftri^^  and 
720  in  the  upper  diftrid.  The  population  of  the  parifli  is  in* 
creafed  fince  the  returns  made  to  Dr.  Wcbfter,  which  were 
2680.  The  incrcafe  is  wholly  in  the  village.  The  numbers 
in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli  having  diminiOied  more  than 
200  in  the  laft  1 5  years.  For  five  years  preceding  1 792,  there 
were  413  individuals,  2o8;malcsand  205  females,  baptized, 
and  123  couples  manied;  and  for  four  preceding  1 791 9  196 
were  buried. 

Ecclefiaftical  State  and  Schoolj. ^^Thc  church  is  an  old  Gothk 
ftrudure ;  it  has  been  frequently  repaired,  and  is  in  tolerable 
good  order.  In  times  of  Epifcopacy  it  was  a  prebendary  be- 
longing  to  the  bifliop  of  Dunkeld.— — The  (lipend  of  Alyth  is 
6  chalders,  1 1  bolls,  2  ilrlots,  i  peck,  1  lippie  and  a  half  vic- 
tual, two  thirds  meal  and  one  third  bear,  1^39: 17:4/1  in 
money,  and  about  L.  i:  10  of  fmall  tythes.  The  glebe  confifts 
of  fix  acres  of  good  land.— The  manfe  was  lately  repaired. 
The  heritors  have  on  all  occafions  been  ready  togrant  every  thing 
neceflary  to  accommodate  the  miniiler.  The  crown  and  the 
family  of  Airly  claim  the  patronage. 

Alyth  is  an  excellent  (lation  for  a  fchoolmafler,  being  in  the 
centre  of  a  populous  parilh.  The  heritors  have  augmented 
the  falary  to  200  merks  Scotch,  and  built  a  fchool  and  fchool- 
roafler's  houfe  on  a  larger  fcale  than  ufual.  The  falary,  and 
perquifites  of  the  feiTion  clerk's  office,  will  amount  to  L.  9 — 
The  fchoolmafler  has  likewife  the  intereft  of  L.  40  fterling, 
bequeathed  by  the  late  incumbent  Mr.  Robertfon  for  the  educa- 
tion of  a  few  children  of  his  name.  The  fchool  dues  have 
been  lately  increafed  and  regulated  ;  and,  by  the  favour  of  the 
heritors,  the  fchoolmafter  enjoys  fome  very  confiderable  advan- 
tages. 
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The  Society  for  Propagating  Chriflian  Knowledge  have  fta- 
tioned  one  of  their  fchoolmafters  at  Drumfork  in  Blacklunnans. 
The  prefent  fchoolmafteri  who  is  an  old  man,  has  retired  with 
a  falary  of  L«  7  fterling ;  his  fon  who  is  appointed  affiftant 
has  L.  9  fterling  yearly.  This  inftitution  is  attended  with  fin« 
gular  advantage  to  that  remote  comer  of  the  parifh.  Toung 
people  are  taught  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  early 
inftrudcd  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  religion.  The 
number  of  fcholars  is  ufually  from  60  to  8o. 

P00r.-»Tlie  poor  in  this  )>ari(h  are  not  fo  numerous  as  for* 
merly,  and  are  always  well  fupplied.— The  heritors  and  fef* 
(ion  meet  every  half  year,  when  a  lift  of  poor  is  taken,  and 
their  particular  circumftances  being  duely  confidered,  a  fuit- 
able  weekly  penfion  is  fettled  on  each  of  them— -The  funds 
for  their  fupport  are  the  weekly  collections,  the  intereft  of 
L.  i6c  fterling,  at  L.  4i  ptr  cent,  and  the  rent  of  fome  galle- 
ries in  the  church.  As  thefe  do  not  amount  to  one  half  of  the 
fum  required,  the  parilh  is  afiefled  to  make  up  what  is  defi- 
cient ;  the  heritors  in  the  proportion  of  their  valued  rent  pay 
one  half  of  the  afleflment,  the  other  half  is  paid  by  the  tenants. 

The  inhabitants  are  fober  and  induftrious,  and  regular  at- 
tendants on  public  worfliip  :  With  the  improvement  of  their 
outward  condition,  they  are  more  liberal  and  humane  in  their 
fcntiments  and  difpofitions.  The  fruits  of  induftry  appear  ia 
their  drefs  and  manner  of  living.  Mean  cottages  are  exchang- 
ed for  more  comfortable  habitations,  and  thofe  who  before 
found  it  difficult,  with  all  their  labour,  to  procure  the  necefla- 
ries  of  life,  now  enjoy  many  of  its  comforts  and  conveniences. 

3  £  2  Comparative 
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Comparative  View  of  the  ftate  of  the  funds  for  the  fiippofC  of 
the  poor^  and  the  number  of  paupers  for  fifteen  yean,  feocn 
the  I  ft  of  Januray  1776,  when  this  fcheme  commenced  in 
the  parifli  of  Alyth,  dividing  the  time  into  three  periods 


N^oflWeekly  pen- Se0ioa*f  fom. 


poor. 

Medium  of  the  firll  5  7    ^  , 

years,  5  ^^ 

Do.  of  the  fccond  5  ?  ^,1 

ycarsy  ^37' 

Do.  of  the  third  k\  ^^t 
\  ^7t 


years. 


Total       ic9tV 


Annual  medium  near-  7    ^ , 


fion. 


I  II     af 
I     4    8f 


4    9  >'iy 


I  10    o 


Z.  s.     i. 

37  «4    3 

33  4    3f 

3t  7  5tV 


lOa  5        II; 


Aileffinc&t. 

X.     #.      d. 
56    19    9f 

S3    »o    3f 

37    »»   5f 

148    a   6f 


34    « 


39  7   6 


From  this  ftate  it  appears  that  the  number  of  poor  is  decreaf- 
ng,  and  the  expence  diminifliing*  This  is  to  be  afcribed  to 
jhe  improving  ftate  of  the  parifli,  and  an  increafing  fpirit  of 
tnduftry  among  the  people.  The  linen  manufacture  affords 
iemployment  for  old  and  young  of  both  fexes,  and  the  price  of 
J  \bour  is  greatly  advanced.  None  are  admitted  on  the  poor's 
roll  who  have  not  been  three  years  at  leaft  in  the  parHh,  before 
they  fell  into  neceflitous  circum  (lances,  and  they  fign  a  bond 
giving  the  kirk- feflion  a  right  to  the  whole  of  as  much  of  their 
effeCls  at  their  death,  as  will  rcimburfc  the  parifli  for  ftiomy 
they  received  from  the  poor's  funds.  Tfie  feflion  refcrvc  the  half 
of  the  weekly  colle£tions,  which  they  give  occafionally  to  poor 
families  and  individuals  not  on  the  roll.  Begging  is  not  allow- 
ed in  the  parift:. 

Mifcellaneous 

*  Serrants  wa^s  hare  inctcafed  at  lead  one  third  fince  1773.  Men  fcr- 
vanu  hired  at  that  time  for  5  or  6  guineas,  are  now  with  difficulty  cnga^ 

at 
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Mijcdlafuaus  0^2nui/M«/.— Mount  Blair  is  the  mod  conG- 
derable  hill  in  every  refpeA  in  this  pariih.  It  is  a  very  con« 
fpicuous  point  of  land.  The  bafe  is  not  lefs  than  five  miles 
in  circumference ;  its  txz€t  altitude  is  not  afcertained.  It  af- 
fords good  pafture  for  a  great  number  of  (heep,  and  abounds 
in  lime  (tone.  About  three  miles  S.  from  mount  Blairj  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  foreft  of  Alyth  is  the  hill  of  Kingfeat,  ab^out 
1 1 79  feet  high  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  The  fituatioo  is 
very  romantic,  for  the  water  of  Ericht  runs  at  its  foot  on  the 
weft,  and  the  fide  of  the  hill  for  a  confiderable  way  up  is  co- 
vered with  a  beautiful  natural  wood  *• 

The 

at  S  or  9.  The  ^i^ges  of  women  fervants  have  rUcn  in  proportion,  from  L.  % 
Xo  L.  3. — ^Aod  L.  3  :  xo  fterling.  The  prices  of  butcher  meat  are  nearly  don- 
bled  in  that  period.  Beef  and  mutton  in  the  cheaper  feaibn  are  ieldom  be « 
lovr  3d.  the  pound,  and  Tcry  often  at  4d.  Poultry  and  eggs  are  equally  ad- 
vanced in  price. 

*  Barty-hill  is  about  a  mile  la  clrcnmference*'at  the  bafe,  and  676  feet 
high,  h  is  divided  from  the  hill  of  Loyal  by  a  hollow,  commonly  called  a 
Glack.  The  hill  is  of  a  circular  or  oval  form.  On  the  fnmmit  there  is  aa 
area  about  60  yards  long  and  24  broad,  fnrroandcd  with  a  mound  of  earth, 
at  lead  7  feet  high,  and  xo  broad  at  the  top.  On  this  mountain  are  the  re- 
mains of  a  rampart  built  of  muir  ftones  uncemented.  And  on  the  outfide  of 
the  rampart  there  is  a  hollow  about  50  yards  in  circumference,  which  feems 
to  have  been  intended  for  a  baibn.  The  whole  area  within  ^e  rampart  is  in 
circumference  about  x68  yards.  There  is  no  veftige  of  an  edifice  to  be  traced 
on  tt.  On  the  weft  and  north  borders  of  the  area,  are  feta  the  marks  of 
fomcthing  like  huts  built  of  dry  Hones,  which  have  ferved  to  Ihelter  the  be* 
fieged  from  the  weapons  of  the  aflailants,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  air. 
The  N.  and  W.  fides  of  the  hill  are  very  fteep  andalmoft  inaceeflible.  On  the 
8.  and  E.  where  the  declivity  is  more  gentle,  there  is  a  broad  and  deep  fofle^ 
over  which  at  the  S.  extremity  is  a  narrow  bridge,  built  of  unpoliihed  ftonet 
and  vitrified.  The  entrance  to  the  fort  on  the  N.  £.  fide  has  been  well  fe- 
cwed  by  a  bulwark  of  (lone.    It  evidently  appears  to  hare  been  dcfigned  for 
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The  mtn  Ilia  and  Ericht^  mentioned  before,  have  tbrir 
fources  within  a  few  miles  of  each  other  in  the  Grampian 
mountains,  are  well  ftored  with  trout  of  diflerent  kinds ;  and 
fome  feafons  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fahnon  are  found  in 
them.*- The  burn  of  Alyth  originates  among  the  mofles  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  parifli ;  it  is  foon  increafcd  by  the  addition 
of  fome  fmall  ftreams.  Befides  the  advantage  of  it  to  the  vil- 
lage  through  part  of  which  it  fyns,  there  are  fonrcom  and 
two  lint  mills  on  it,  tolerably  well  fupplied  with  water  in  all 
feafons. 

NUMBER 


m  temporary  retreat  in  time  of  war,  and  well  adapted  for  that  purpole ;  as  it 
snuft  in  antient  times  hare  been  reckoned  almoft  impregnable.  The  accoont 
handed  down  that  Bary-hili  was  the  place  where  was  confined  Queen  Vanoca 
or  Gttlnem,  the  wife  of  the  Britifli  king  Arthur,  who  was  taken  priibner  in  a 
battle  between  the  forces  of  that  monarch  and  thofe  of  the  Scots  and  Pids, 
has  fo  much  the  air  of  fiAioo,  that  tt  hardly  deferres  any  credit. 

In  a  ploughed  field,  on  the  S.  fide  of  Iioyal,  an  artificial  cavity  has  been 
lately  diTcoTcred.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  ditch,  about  to.  feet  deep,  aod  foar 
broad,  faced  up  on  both  fides  with  ftone,  and  covered  with  lai^ge  broad  (lanes 
on  the  top.  The  tenant  who  occupies  the  ground  uncoTcred  part  of  it  which 
he  found  full  of  aflies.  Whether  thefe  are  the  aflies  of  fiuxifices  ofiered  by  our 
anceftors  to  their  deities,  or  of  thofe  warrion  who  may  have  fallen  in  the  de- 
fence or  attack  of  the  fortification  on  Barry-hill,  to  which  it  is  contigaous,  is 
matter  of  conje^re.  The  extremities  of  this  cavern  have  not  yet  been  ex- 
plored. 

On  the  N.  fide  of  the  hill  of  Alyth  is  the  farm  of  Bahwhyme,  which  was 
the  living  of  a  church-man  before  the  reformation.  It  vras  exchanged  for  the 
lands  of  St.  Ninians  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parilh,  which  belonged  to  a  laic* 
The  approbation  of  the  Pope,  and  his  charter  of  confirmation  were  thought 
ncceflary  to  give  validity  to  the  exchange  of  a  mailing  which  within  thefe  few 
years  did  not  produce  above  loo  Scotch  in  yearly  rent.  A  (bong  proof  of 
the  very  great  influence  his  Holinefs  had  at  that  time  in  the  di(jfiofid  of 
church  benefices. 
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PARISH  OF  OLD  CUMNOCK. 

(county   and    presbytery   of    air,    synod  of 
glasgow  and  air.) 

By  tie  Rev.  Thomas  Miller,  D.  D. 


Soil,  Climate,  fsTc. 

THE  pariih  of  Old  Cumnock,  from  which  that  of  New 
Cumnock  was  disjoined  early  in  this  century  is  of 
an  oblong  figure,  partly  flat,  and  partly  hilly. — ^The  foil  in 
general  is  clayey,  and  at  the  bottom,  a  ftrong  till.  Part  of 
it  mofly ;  all  the  holms  are  of  a  light  dry  foil,  formed  of  fand 

and  gravel. The  air  in  general,  as  through  all  this  higher 

part  of  the  country,  is  moift,  but  not  unhealthy,  as  may  be 
colle£led  from  the  number  of  aged  perfons,  and  from  there  be* 
ing  no  prevalent  didempers*  An  averfion  to  inoculation  pre- 
▼ails  here,  and  has  net  yet  been  removed  by  all  the  pains  made 
ufe  of;  in  confequcnce  of  this  the  fmall-pox  occafionally  makes 
havock  among  the  children.  But  this  mud  gradually  leflcn,  as 
inoculation  gains  ground,  though  Ilowly,  every  year. 
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We  have  feveral  mineral  fprings,  chiefly  chalybeate,  and  ma- 
ny rivulets,  all  running  into  the  water  of  Luggar,a  ftream  which 

empties  itfelf  into  the  river  of  Air  near  Barfkimming. This 

ftream  abounds  in  trout,  and  fome  eels  are  found  in  it.  On 
the  confines  of  the  parifli,  are  three  lochs  or  lakes,  which  may 
cover  in  all  about  loo  acres  of  land.  Their  depth  is  unknown, 
and  they  communicate  each  other.  The  water  of  the  eaftem 
one  runs  into  Aith,  while  the  weftcrn  loch  runs  into  the  wa* 
ter  of  Luggar.    The  fifli  in  thefe  lochs  are  pike  and  eel. 

Hills  mnd  Mineralj.-^Tht  hiHs,  (for  the  parifh  has  no  moitn- 
tains),  though  partly  covered  with  heath,  are  chiefly  green, 
and  abounding  in  a  coarfe  fpecies  of  grafs  called  fprit.  There 
are  feveral  volcanic  appearances  in  them,  on  which  are  found 
ftones  of  the  Bafaltic  fpecies  j  alfo  a  few  figured  ftones  ;  and 
in  the  beds  of  the  rivulets,  pttrifaflions  of  (hells  and  fiik  arc 
thrown  up  from  the  ftrata.  Thefe  are  alfo  found  in  an  cxten* 
five  lime  quarry,  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Dumfries,  and  one 
of  its  upper  beds  abounds  with  a  fpecies  of  coral.  The  lami- 
na  of  lime  flone  in  this  quarry  are  of  diflerent  qualities,  and 
the  lime  ftone  in  fome  places,  being  mixed  with  fhells  and 
fpar,takc8avery  finepoli(h,and  would  makea  pretty  enough  blue 
marble.  Through  this  quarry,  there  runs  a  fmall  vein  of  lead 
ore.  This  upon  a  late  trial,  being  dreflfed  and  fmelted  at  the 
works  of  Wanlockhead,  was  found  to  produce  65  lb.  of  lead 
from  100  cwt  of  ore.— -Free  ftone  abounds  in  diflerentpans 
of  the  pariQi,  and  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  village. 
The  quarries  are  of  eafy  accefs,  and  fupply  materials  of  the 
beft  kind  for  building.  Many  houfes  have  been  rebuilt,  and 
a  good  manynewhoufeshavc  been  lately  ereAcdfrom  ihcfequar- 
lies,  in  the  village  and  vicinity.  Coal  is  ftill  more  plentiful. 
A  confiderable  part  of  the  parifli  is  fuppofed  to  ftand  upon  it. 
One  of  mines  has  been  worked  for  more  than  30  or  40  years. 

An 
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And  there  are  6ther  mines  now  opening  in  the  immediate 
ncighbourhoed  of  the  Tillage.  The  confumpt,  though  pretty 
general,  is  however  inconGderable.  What  is  nfed  by  the  vil- 
lagers and  round  the  country  exceptedi  it  is  principally  con« 
fumed  in  burning  lime  ftone.  Of  this,  as  abore  faid,  there  is 
an  inexhauftable  quantity  in  the  parifli.  The  prefent  price  of 
coals  is  as  nearly  as  can  be  gueiTed,  2S.  6d;  per  ton^  The 
lime  in  (hells  2id.  per  bufliel,  five  of  which  are  equal  to  eight 
WinchefteK  bolls.  And  the  lime  ftone,  unbumt,  is.  U.  ami 
as.  per  ton.  All  at  the  coal  hills,  lime  poft  and  kilns ;  conie- 
quently  ezcluiive  of  the  expence  of  leading.  The  Earl  of  Dum- 
fries has  alfo  in  this  pariih  a  blind  coal,  which  he  attempted 
to  export  to  Ireland*  But  the  expence  of  a  land  oirriag^  of 
kbout  1 6  miles  to  the  port  of  Air,  obliged  him  for  the  time 
to  relmquifli  the  defign* 


SMtyHcat  TaUi^ 

Length  in  Englifii  miles 

In  the  country  part 

nearly           •        •         10 

of  the  parifh 

845 

Breadth                -                2 

Of  the  former,  males 

374 

Population,  anno  1755     '33^ 

.—  Females 

4«3 

Ditto  a/iw  1765               1305 

Of  the  latter,  males 

400 

In  the  village          -        580 

445 

In  the  country         .•        725 

Males  in  all 

774 

Ditto  1791  1792      -      1632 

Females    * 

858 

Average  of  births  for   5 

Under  10 

410 

years  preceeding  1792    41 

Between  10  and  20    - 

318 

Average  of  males               22 

Between  20  and  50    - 

601 

■* —  of  females      -      19 

Between  50  and  70    - 

«43 

Deaths,  ditto           -           itf 

Between  70  and  80     - 

45 

Marriages,  ditto      *  •         11 

Between  80  and  90     - 

M 

Inhabitants  in  village  and 

Between  90  and  lOo 

t 

environs            -          787 

Houfc9  mhabited 

28a 

Vqi..  VI.  3  F  New 
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New  ditto  and  rebuilt  in 

Shopkeepers 

10 

10  year$        •        -^      *  80 

Inkeepers  and  ftablers 

Families  foppofed             327 

Carpenters 

Married  perfons        •  ^   260 

Cart  and  mill  wright» 

Widowers        -        -«       19 

Coopers 

Widows           -       -        80 

Mafons 

Childreh  at  an  arer^ige 

Smiths 

each  marriage       .  -        4 

W^eavers  befide  apprents* 

Oftheeftabli(hed.church  1332 

ces            -            - 

Seceders        -    *     -        300 

Shoemakers 

Twins  in   10  years,  of 

Taylors 

which  three  in  j  799         4 

Stocking  weavers 

Proprietors  reCding             4 

Waukers 

Tanner 

Valued  rent  So.  L.  3784 : 1 7 : 8 

Gardener 

Suppofed  real  rent  nearly 

Millers 

(fterling)        •       L.  3000 

Carriers 

Number  of  acres  fuppof* 

Carters  for  coal  and  meal 

cd  to  amount  to       1 0,000 

Day  labourers 

Wheel  carriages          -        5 

Skin  and  wool  dealers 

Carts,  moftly  one  borfe  u- 

Chelfea  penGoners 

fed          -          -          150 

Lint  drcflcrs 

Horfes          -         -         220 

Butchers 

3 

Cattle  old  and  yoyng  near- 

Bakers 

2 

ly         -          -          1000 

Colliers  and  coal  heavers 

18 

Scores  of  (heep,  about      100 

Male  fervants,  domeftic 

Horfcsy  over  head,  may 

and  farm 

44 

be  valued  each  at       !»•  1 2 

Female  do.  do. 

v- 

Cattle  each  at         •        L.4 

Average  number  of  poor 

23 

Sheep  per  fcore  of  21     L.  10 

Capital  of  their  funds   L. 
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Clergymen         -         •        i 

Annual  expenditure       L. 

.50 

Eftabliflied  fchoohnafter       i 

Schoolmafter's  falarf  a* 

Surgeons         •         -^         2 

bout         -         .        L*i2 

a 

Average 
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Average  number  of  fcho- 

lars  •  -  40 

Of  which  taught  Latin        1 1 

His  fees  for 

■■  Englifhu^r/j/f- 
fium  -  -  8s. 

Writing  do.        -      -      ios« 

Arithmetic  do.         -         1 2s. 

Latin,  &c.  do.        -        i6s. 

"Wages  of 

■  Farm  fcrvants  from 

'  L.  7  to  L.  I  oper  annum 

Women  do.  from  L.  a  to  L.  4 

A  man  for  harveft  25s. 

A  woman  for  do.        -     i8s. 

Domeftic  fervants  got  nearly 

the  fame  as  farm  fervants 
A  day  labourer  without  meat 

lod.  to  i5d. 
A  mafon  do.  is.  lod. 
A  carpenter  do.  is.  ad. 
A   taylor  with  maintenance 

6d. 
Prices  of 
— Beef  from  4td.  to  6d« 

per  Ibi  of  2402. 


-Mutton,  from  4d.  to 


5d.  do. 
— — — Veal,  4d.  per  doi 
—-——Lamb,  5d.  per 


to 


do. 
Pbrk  per  ftone  $s. 

A  fowl  from  8d.  to  is. 

Eggs  per  dozen  from  3d. 

4fcl. 
Butter  and  cheefe  16s.  per 

done 
Common  cheefe,  from  3s.  6d. 

to  48.  6d.  and  58.  per  ftone 
Sweet  milk  do.  from  6s.  to 

8s.  per  ftone 
Mealatanaverage  x  id*andi  ifd. 

per  peck 
Looms  employed  for  muf- 

lins  and  cottons^    -        39 
For  woolen  -        35 

Total    74 
60C0  pair  flipes  and  100  pair 
boots  ma<(ufadorcd^r  an* 
nuntm 


The  increafc  of  317  fince  anno  1765  is  the  more  remark- 
able, becaufe,  if  the  numerous  fmall  farms  now  under  grafs, 
and  let  only  from  year  to  year,  were  let  upon  leafes  of  19  years, 
this  circumftance  would  make  a  very  confiderable  addition  to 
the  number  of  fouls,  proportionably  heighten  the  general  po- 
pulation, and  Ihew  how  much,  as  with  reafon  has  been  fup* 

3  F  :i  pofed^ 
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pofed,  it  is  upon  the  increafe.— ^The  lifts  of  births^  dcatb 
and  marriages,  in  the  tabic,  are  taken  fnmi  the  paiifli  re- 
giiterSf  which,  though  kept  with  care,  cannot  be  depended 
upon  i  owing  to  the  obftinacy  and  ignorance  of  the  people, 
and  their  averfion  to  have  the  births  and  deaths  in  their  fi- 
milies  duely  inferted.  The  general  average  of  births  is  fuppofcd 
toaroouBt  to  51  annually,  which  is  as  1  to  32  of  the  whok 
popultttion.    As  to  the  average  of  deaths,  for  the  realoQ  above 
given,  this  cannot  be  afccrtained,  nor  can  the  incumbent  ob* 
tain  means  of  afcertainiog  them  with  any  accuracy.     Of  the 
twin  births  mentioned  in  the  table,  three  happened  anao  175^ 
when   there  was  an  uncommon  number  of  fudi  births  in  this, 
ind  in  other  countries.*-*  A  fa£l  remarked  at  the  time,  bat  never 
attempted  to  be  accounted  for.    The  people,  particularly  thofe 
in  the  manufaduringline,  and  women  fervants,  emigrate  to 
Giafgow,  Paifley,  and  Kilmarnock.    And  of  late  {omc  of  them 
have  gone  to'Catrin  and  Muirkirk.    But  tbefe  emigrants  have 
not  materially  afic£ied  the  general  population,  to  whkh  the 
Earl  of  Dumfries,    by  the  number  of  labourers  he  employs, 
gives  §11  imaginable  encouragement  *.» 

PrUuce^  £5*r, — ^Thc  greater  part  of  Lord  Dumfries's  bods^ 

'  which  form  the  bulk  of  this  parifh,  are  prefently  out  of  Icafes, 

and  let  from  year  (o  year  in  gmfs.    But  if  the  arable  ground 

was 

*  There  arc  no  renarkahle  plants.  3ttt  eoDfidenljle  plantations  of  Scotd 
inr,  larta,  «kB»  ketch  and  plane  tree* ;  the  natnnl  woods  cooMl  mofll}  o( 
hirch  and  oak.  The  aOi,  nountara  a(h,  aller,  and  the  bird  cherry  abooTKl 
alio,  but  few  of  any  fize;  the  natural  woods  and  plantations  cover  atleaiJ  4X  ' 
acics.  And  it  is  Taid  that  Lord  Dumfries  draws  f^mmumhms  mtmU^  about 
L.  100  by  the  fale  of  wood,  which  he  replaces  by  very  cxtenfiTe  new  planta- 
tions. For  he  muft  have  drawn  hedges  and  ditches  to  the  extent  ofabcu: 
40  miles,  and  ftone  dyk^  to  half  that  kn^,  iiDc^  he  came  |d|o  pofirflwn  d 
that  cftate. 
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\  under  culutre,  notwithftanding  the  flovenly  mode  of  agri« 
culture  too  generally  followed,  it  is  apprehended  the  parifli 
could  not  only  fupply  itfelf  with  proviGonSi  which  for  the  moft 
part  it  is  fuppofed  to  do  at  prefent,  but  might  furnifli  conG- 
derable  quantities  of  meal^  as  it  now  does,  of  butter  and  chetfey 
;ind  occaGonally  fome  barley  (big),  to  the  great  works  ofMuir** 
l.irk  and  Catrin,  both  which  are  in  its  neighbourhood ;  the 
former  at  10,  and  the  latter  at  5  miles  diftance.  In  moft  yeart 
the  inhabitants  bring  meal  from  Dumfries- (hire,  and  pot 
barley  from  Lothian.  Part  is  confumed  iu  the  pari(h,  and  past 
is  carried  to  the  above  mentioned  works  at  Catrin  and  Muir» 
kirk*  Flax  was  of  late  only  cultivated  in  this  pariflif  and  there 
are  now  lint  mills  all  over  the  country.  Its  culture  in  cotA> 
quence  was  increafing,  but  has  of  late  beet|i  checked  by  the 
prevaknt  tafte  for,  and  ufe  of  cottons.  Few  grafs  feeds  are 
Ibwn,  except  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  the  property  and 
reGde  in  the  parifh,  who  may  have  a  few  hundred  acres  under 
fown  grafs.— For  the  reafon  already  mentioned,  the  bulk  of  a- 
rable  land  is  under  pafture.  Peas  and  oats  are  fown  in  March 
and  April,  and  big  in  May^  and  reaped  in  September  and 
OQober.  The  crop  moft  attended  to  is  potatoes,  of  which 
the  people  all  over  the  country  make  great  ufe.  There  arc 
varieties  of  marble  and  clays.  One  porcelain,  ochre,  &c.  as 
reported  from  an  a£lual  furvey  lately  made.  The  wetncfs  of 
the  climate  is  one  of  the  chief  difadvantages.— Tlie  diftance 
from  markets  is  now  happily  removed  by  the  works  of  Muir- 
kirk  and  Catrin  ;  the  influence  of  which  on  this  country  in  ge- 
neral, the  parifli  ihares  in  *. 

Eccleftajltcal 

*  As  AirOiire  farmed  s  part  of  the  antlent  GaUoTidia,throaghoat  which  the 
CmUc  was  tmiverfaUf  fpoken^t  may  be  expelled  that  traces  of  it  (hoiild  be  found 
JicTc ;  and  thefe  are  yet  fonnd  in  the  names  of  many  of  the  farms.  As 
AtuhinpUftUy  MeHxeocby  BurkmtkMm  &c.  aU  whic^  are  iiippoTcd  19  be  of 
Gaelic  or^al, 
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Ecclefiajllcal  State^  and  Ppor.'^The  patronage  of  the  parifli  if 
in  the  Earl  of  Dumfries.  The  value  of  the  liring  including 
the  glebe  does  not  amount  to  L.  loc— The  church  was  built 
in  1754,  and  the  manfe  about  1750.  The  heritors  are  6  in 
number,  of  the  whom  4  refide  in  the  parifh. 

The  poor  are  fupported  in  part  from  the  intereft  of  the  ca- 
pital belonging  to  them,  ami  partly  from  the  Sundays  contri- 
butions, which  are  greatly  aided  by  the  liberality  of  the  family 
of  Dumfries,  who  regularly  attend  divine  fervice,  and  are  yet 
more  liberal  in  their  private  charities  to  poor  houfe-keepcrs. 
Of  thefe  an  obfcure  and  fequeftercd  individual  coold  fpeak, 
did  he  not  know,  that  there  are  dill  thofe  who  <<  do  good  by 
'<  ftealth  and  blufli  to  find  it  fame/*  There  is  alfe  here  a  cha- 
ritable fund  eftabliihed  about  three  years  ago,  under  the  name 
of  the  **  Cumnock  Social  Depofitary,"  iiifhich  already  amounts 
to  L.  170,  and  which  promifes  to  incrcafe  and  to  be  of  propor- 
tional fervice  to  the  fick  labourer,  manufacturer,  &c.  who  be- 
come members  of  it.  Inftitutions  of  thiskindare gaining  groun  Ji 
and  if  encouraged,  as  they  ought  to  be  by  landed  intereft,  and 
carefully  managed,  muft  prove  the  means  of  leflening  the 
parochial  poor,  and  preventing  the  introduction  of  a  poor^s  rate, 
of  which  the  Englifh  fo  jultly  complain*. 

Mt/ce/liU9tcyj 

•  There  is  no  regular  market ;  but  the  prices  of  the  articles  genenUr 
flanghtered  in  their  fe? eral  feafons,  and  fold  here,  are  as  dated  ia  the  tables. 
It  (hould  only  further  be  obferved,  that  aimed  every  kind  of  provifions,  meal 
excepted,  is  doubled  at  Icaft  in  its  price  within  15  or  oo  years  paft«  Tbtf 
wages  for  fervants,  as  will  t>e  fecn  from  the  table,  have  alio  greatly  rifen.  And 
their  condition  is  certainly  preferable  to  that  of  the  day-labourer,  who  c* 
▼en  with  his  advanced  wages,  and  with  the  advantage  of  getting  coal  at  a  mo- 
derate rate,  (at  the  rate  of  a  cart  containing  900  cwt  weight  for  as.  ad),  nfually 
brings  up  his  family  in  a  very  poor  manner.  His  earnings  are  more  abridged, 
in  conicquence  of  piece  work  being  little  known,  though  creeping  in  ^  which, 
witKincreafrng  induftry,  will  enable  the  day-labourer  to  afiord  better  fare  to 
biffifelf  and  family  tl^an  they  tafte  pf ,  His  work  ia  general,of.ooiifcqiienoe^&cms 

propoftioa- 
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MifceHaneous  ObfervatUns.^An  the  parifli  lies  the  vUlage  of 
Cumnock  at  the  confluence  of  the  ftream  of  Glifnock,  and  the 
water  of  Luggar.  It  gives  the  title  of  baron  to  the  family  of 
Dumfries* — ^The  great  roads  from  Air  to  Dumfries,  from  Air 
by  Muirkirk  to  Edhibpgh,  from  Glafgow  by  Galfton,  and 
Som  to  Dumfries,  and  from  Glafgow  by  Kilmarnock  to  Dum- 
fries, pafs  through  this  village.  It  is  diftant  from  Edinburgh 
58,  from  Glafgow  36,  from  Dumfries  45,  from  Air  16,  and 
from  Kilmarnock  16  miles*  Befides  the  advantage  of  the  pub- 
lic roads,  the  pariih  is  greatly  benefited  by  many  crofs  roads, 
running  in  different  directions,  to  the  extent\>f  ten  or  twelve 
miles,  which  the  Earl  of  Dumfries  has  made  at  his  own  pri- 
vate expence  for  the  conveniency  of  his  coal,  lime,  &c.  and 
while  they  ferve  thefe  works  they  greatly  benefit  the  pariih  and 
country  in  general  ^. 

The 

proportiosially  fioalito  thofe  acquainted  with  Englifli  labour^or  even  with  that 
ef  the  Lothians  or  Berwickihire. 

*  On  the  lands  of  Borland  are  the  veftiges  of  a  chapel  or  religious  hoaie ;  an4 
the  farm  is,  to  this  day,  named  tbafel'-Aoufi,  Thefe  lands  were  originally  in  a 
family  of  the  name  of  Hamilton,  from  whom  they  pailed  by  marriage  into 
the  Montgomerys,  a  branch  of  the  Coylsfield  family ;  and  having  palled 
through  difTercnt  purchafers  are  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Dumfries. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  village  of  Cumnock  are  the  remains  of  a  moat,  where, 
as'  tradition  iays,  the  baron  courts  were  held  of  old/  It  is  almoft  entirely 
funoonded  by  the  Luggar ;  and  as  its  banka  are  fteepi  and  Completely  wooded 
there,  the  whole  forms  a  very  beautiful  and  pi^refque  fcenery.  The  caftle 
of  Terrenzeanlies  alio  in  thir pariih.  It  is  now  in  ruins  ;  has  (lood  on  an  ele- 
vated bank  above  the  JLuggar,in  a  beautiful  fitcation ;  was  probably  the  man* 
lion  that  belonged  to  the  barony  of  Terrenzean,  which  fucceflively  paDed 
from  a  branch  of  the  Crawfords  to  the  Boyds.  Upon  their  forfeiture  it  fell  to  the 
Crown,  who  having  fucceilively  made  grants  of  it  to  diflerent  proprietors,  it 
came  at  laft  into  the  family  of  Lowdon,  from  whom  it  was  purchaied  by  the 
Earl  of  Dumfries,  whofe  property  it  now  is.  From  this  barooy,  the  prcienC 
countefs  of  Xowdoo  is  Barronefs  Terreo4can. 
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The  people  in  general  are  aboiFe  the  middle  tize.^-^Tlic  ma- 
nufaAurea  in  the  village  are  weaving,  ihoemakiiig,  taimingi 
dying  &c.  The  manufaAurers  dnd  tcnantrf  in  genenil  have 
little  or  no  ftock  worth  mentioning  \  they  are  in  confequence 
moderate  in  their  expences,  ftrangers  to  luxury,  but  vrith  the 
cotintry  in  general,  acquiring  a  tafte  for  drefs,  which,  with  o» 
ther  flight  fymptoms  of  progrefs  in  civilization,  will  probably 
in  time  be  an  incitement  to  their  becoming  more  induftrimis. 
At  prefent  the  great  body  that  make  up  the  inhabicaats  of 
the  pariih  may  be  faid  to  enjoy  freedom  to  work  or  to  be 
idle ;  ftrangers  in  general  to  intemperance,  their  Kving  is 
chiefly  fopplied  by  the  dairy;  the  manafa£lurerg  excepted, 
who  with  a  few  others,  may  be  faid  to  be  better  acquainted 
with  a  meat  diet  and  with  the  u(e  of  ^er  \  which  it  were  to 
be  wifiied,  could  be  fubftituted  for  the  prevalent  ufe  of  fpki- 
Cuotts  liquors.  Education  is  little  valued.  And  next  to  the 
occupations  peculiar  to  their  feveral  lines  of  life,  their  Icadbg 
objed,  is  to  converfe  and  difpute  about  religious  fubjeds  ai^ 
church  government,  concerning  which  there  is  a  confiderable 
diveifity  of  opinion  amongft  them.  When  time, (hall  hare 
ibftened  down  the  kecnnefs  and  pertinacity  generated  by  this 
diverficy  of  religious  opinions,— when  it  (ball  have  rendered 
them  tolerant  and  forbearing  towards  thofe  they  differ  frooi, 
there  will  be  wanting  only  a  general  fpirit  of  indnftry  to  me- 
liorate their  condition,  and  to  furniOi  them  with  the  xeal  ^nd 
iblld  comforts  of  life. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XLV. 
PARISH    OF   TARBAT. 

(PRESBYMRY    OF   TAIN,    SYNOD   OF   ROSS.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Balfour. 


Situation^  Name^  and  Extent, 

THE  whole  of  the  parifli  of  Tarbat  belonged  formerly  to  the 
cottnty  of  Rofs ;  but,  in  the  year  1693,  Cromarty  hav- 
ing been  erected  into  a  feparate  jurifdidion,  and  the  property 
of  the  Earl  of  Cromarty  in  different  pariihes  being  traiyferred 
to  the  ere^d  county,  the  barony  of  Tarbat,  as  a  part  of  his 
eftate,  was  included  in  that  arrangement }  and  the  parifh  b  now 
alnnoH  equally  divided  between  the  (hires  of  Rofs  and  Cromarty. 
—It  is  fituated  at  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  country,  with  the 
fea  on  every  fide,  except  on  the  W«  and  S.  W.  where  it  is 
bounded  by  the  pariih  of  Fearn.  On  the  S.  and  S.  E.  it  has 
the  Moray  Firth. — At  the  £•  and  N.  £.  another  branch  of 
the  fea  breaks  in  betwixt  Rois  and  Sutherland,  and  bounds  this 
pafifli  on  the  N.— — The  fea,  after  paffing  Tarbat-NefSy 
turns  in  to  the  land,  and  forms  a  capacious  bay,  at  the  S.  £• 
comer  of  which  lies  tUe  harbour  of  Portmaholmack.  Imme« 
Vol.  VI.  3  G  diatcly 
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dately  above  the  harbour,  the  land  nfes  to  a  confideraUe 
height,  extends  eaftward  into  the  fea  3  miles  in  la^di,  and 
is  not  more  than  half  a  mile  in  breadth  at  the  neck  which  joins 
the  head  land  to  the  body  of  the  parilh.— — From  thele  local 
circumftances  the  parifli  has  its  name. — Tarbat,  being  a  Gae- 
fic  word^  ciprefliTe  of  the  peninfialar  fituation  of  tbc  place, 
and  its  having  the  appearance,  when  viewed  at  a  diftance,  of 
a  body  ftretched  out  in  the  fea  and  nearly  furrounded  by  it 
Tar  fignifying  a  BeUy  or  Prominence,  and  Baity  drowaed  or 

immerfed  in  water. The  parifli  is  in  length  7^-  niiles;  m 

breadth  it  does  not  in  any  part  exceed  4t  miles ;  in  circumfe- 
rence it  is  tpj  miles,  and  of  that  meafurement  15  nailcs  beloif 
to  the  fea  coaft. 

Surface^  Soilf  CsV.— There  are  no  high  mountains  or  high 
hills  in  the  parifli.  Geanies  has  the  moft  elevated  fitsadon  of 
any  place  belonging  to  It.  There,  a  rocky  precipice  to  the  S.  rifes 
more  than  20  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  the  fields  00 
the  N«  and  N.  W.  defcend  with  a  confiderable  dedivityr,  a  de* 
gree  of  which  continues  all  the  way  to  the  north  fliore,  though 
in  moA  parts  fo  gradual  as  ta  be  ficarce  perceptible.  There  are 
in  fonif  other  parts,  a  few  rlfing  grounds^  which  have  a  fimi- 
lar  effe£l,  bat,  in  general,  the  fields  are  nearly  level,  or  hare 
no  inequality  but  what  is  rather  ufeful  than  otherwife.— -There 
is  a  variety  of  foif;  fome  of  a  loamy  quality ;  (bme  lig^t,  widi 
a  mixture  of  fand,  or  lying  upon  it ;  and  a  part  of  it,  deep, 
with  a  bottom  of  hard  gravel.  There  are  no  lakes  or  rivers  in 
the  parifli,  but  there  are  a  number  of  fn>all  lochs  or  natural 
ponds,  which  become  dry  in  furamer ;  and  frefti  water  iprings 
are'  to  be  found  in  every  corner,  particularly  in  parts  near  the 
£ba.  OneofthematPortmaholmack  is  remarkable  for  thelight- 
oefs  of  its  water.  At  a  fiiort  diftance  is  another,  within  flood- 
mark,  which  difcharges  the  (alt  water  at  ebb^  and  becomes 

then 
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then  free  of  any  brackifli  tafte.  It  gives  the  colour  of  iron 
to  the  ftones  aiound  it,  and  from  this,  and  fome  other  pro* 
pertieSf  is  fuppofed  to  pafs  through  an  iron  ore.  There  are 
«lifferent  other  mineral  fprings  in  the  parifli,  having  the 
£ame  qualities.— *— Small  quantities  of  fait  are  found  in  the 
Aimmer  months,  concreted  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  from  wa- 
t<x  left  by  high  tides,  in  hollow  parts  among  the  rocks.  The 
fituatton  of  the  parifli,  in  an  open  part  of  the  country,  and  ly- 
ing on  the  fea,  gives  it  a  moft  extenCve  profpeft.  There  are 
particular  ftations  from  which  may  be  feen  a  part  of  eight 
counties,  with  a  long  range  of  coaft,  from  Cullen  to  Fort* 
George,  on  the  S*  £•  and  S.  and  from  Dunbeath  and  the  Ord 
of  Caithnefs,  to  the  Doun  of  Creech  in  Sutherland,  on  lb* 
north. 

There  are  two  public  roads  in  the  parifli  running  paralleL 
The  one  leads  ftraight  from  Tarbat-Nefs  to  the  ferry  of  Cro- 
marty, and  is  called^the  rock-head  road,  from  its  being  carried 
along  the  top  of  a  bank,  riling  above  the  fea,  and  rocky  in 
fome  parts.  The  other  road  pafies  by  the  church,  through 
the  middle  of  the  parifli,  and  leads  to  the  ferry  of  Invergor- 
don.  There  are  crofs  roads  alfo,  one  of  which  leads  to  Tain^ 
the  head  burgh  of  the  county,  where  a  weekly  market  is  held^ 
to  which  the  inhabiuotsrefort.  In  this^md  every  parifli  through* 
out  the  country,  the  roadslare  made  moft  convenient  for  travel- 
lers, from  the  particular  attention  given  to  that  branch  of  po- 
lice. The  work  has  hitherto  been  performed  by  ftatute  labour^ 
and  the  people  have  been  regularly  called  upon,  for  repairing  the 
roadsalready  made,  or  making  new  ones^  where  found  neceflary* 
But  a  plan  has  htely  been  propofed,  and  approved,  to  have  the 
ftatute  labour  commuted,  it  being  left  optional  to  pay  a  certain 
fate  of  money,  or  to  perform  the  fervice  in  pcrfon^  in  terms 
^f  the  ftatute. 

362  Mfofurimtnit 
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MiMfureminif  Maman^  Naimral  ProJuXoHf^  {^r.^There 
la  BO  general  map  of  the  parifli»  bnty  according  to  fepantc 
plans  made  of  the  difleient  eftates,  it  contains  5081  acres ;  of 
vhjch,  3998  are  arable^  66  ou^field9  643  pafture^  11 35  mm^ 

82  mofs,  and  166  planted. ^The  mnir  ground,  v^uch  bears 

fo  great  a  proportion  to  the  araUe,  notwithftanding  the  appear- 
ance of  poverty  in  its  prefent  negieAed  ftate,  might*  by  ia- 
dofing,  mixing  the  different  foils  by  trenching,  and  laying  on 
lime,  he  turned  into  good  arable  ground,  and  brought  to  yield 
profitable  crops ;  of  this,  there  is  fuficient  proof  from  what 
is  done  by  the  cottars  in  thofe  fpots  on  which  they  Gt  down; 
and  an  experiment  on  a  larger  fcale  has  been  made  lately,  and 
widi  fttccefs,  by  Mr*  Macleod  of  Gcanies,  on  a  piece  of  this 
kind  of  ground  of  about  40  acres,  which  are  now  improved 
into  fields  of  com  and  grafs.  The  muir  grounds*  where 
not  fit  to  be  improved  for  thofe  purpofes,  might  be  rendered 
ttfeful,  by  inclo6ng  and  planting  them  with  fir  and  other  tii»> 
her  fo  much  wanted  in  this  place,  which  there  is  every  realbo 
to  think  would  grow  here  as  in  other  parts  near  the  fca.  The 
thriving  plantations  begun  fome  years  ago  by  Mr.  Macleod  of 
Geanies  on  his  wafte  ground,  and  to  which  he  is  making  year* 
ly  additions,  may,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  call  the  attention  of 
the  other  gentlemen  of  property  in  the  pariih  to  this  objed. 

The  arable  ground  yields  barley,  peafe,  oats  and  rye.  Half 
is  generally  laid  down  with  barley,  or  bear,  and  the  ground  is 
prepared  by  covering  it  alternately  with  fea  weed  and  dung, 
with  a  mixture  of  black  earth  and  gravel,  this  laft  being  found 
ufeful  to  give  firmnefs  to  the  foil  rendered  open  by  the  fre- 
quent ufe  of  fea  weed. 

In  different  parts  near  the  fea,  are  banks  of  flielb,  which 
to  the  naked  eye,  have  the  appearance  of  coarfe  dark  coloured 
fand.  Mr.  Wight,  in  his  progrefs  through  the  country*  view- 
ed thofe  banks,  and  recommended  the  ufe  of  the  fliells  as  a 

manure 
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jnanure*  They  wete  tried,  but  the  trial  not  fuccecding,  pro« 
VaUy  through  a  failure  in  the  management,  a  fecond  attempt 
ha*  not  yet  been  made.-*  At  the  bottom  of  fome  of  the  mofles, 
marie  has  been  difcovered.  Thac  found  at  a  place  called 
Mcikle  Tarrel  18  of  the  richeil  quality,  and  has  been  ufed  for 
fome  years  pail  by  the  farmer  there,  much  to  his  advantage. 
Mr.  Macleod  of  Geanies  has  alfo  confiderable  quantities  of 
Tock  and  pit  marie  on  different  parts  of  his  property.  In  two 
farms,  fome  of  the  fields  lie  on  a  ftratum  of  ilone  of  a  red  co- 
lour, which  when  dug  up,  is  foon  difiblved  by  the  fun  and 
weather,  and  when  fpread  on  the  ground,  is  found  to  haYc 
a  powerful  tSt(k  in  meliorating  the  foil  and  crops«^-^On  a 
few  of  the  farms,  oats  are  the  principal  crop  \  peafe  were  fowa 
in  large  quantities,  and  the  returns  were  profitable,  but  that 
part  of  the  crop  has  now  failed  for  many  years.  Potatoes 
have  happily  come  to  fupply  the  deficiency.  There  is  not 
a  farm,  or  (mall  croft,  a  part  of  which  is  not  laid  out  in 
cultivating  this  uftful  root.  It  would  be  difficult  to  afcer* 
tain  the  extent  of  ground  employed  for  this  purpofe,  or  tho 
quantities  raifed  yearly,  but  both  muft  be  very  confiderable, 
as  they  are  ufed  in  every  family,  and  conilitute  the  principal 
fupport  of  fome  of  them,  during  nine  months  of  the  year. 

The  fowing  of  grafs  and  turnip  feeds,  is  another  improve- 
ment in  agriculture  which  begins  to  take  place  in  the  pari(h« 
Mr.  Macleod  of  Geanies  fet  alfo  the  example  in  this,  by  lay- 
ing large  fields  under  green  crops.  Having  his  ground  indo- 
fed  gives  him  great  advantage  for  this,  and  every  other  improve- 
ment in  farming ;  but  the  farmers  have  become  fenQble  of  the 
benefit  of  fowing  grafs  in  the  open  fields  \  and  of  late,  confider- 
able qiuntities  of  clover  and  rye*grafs  have  been  laid  down  in 
this  manner,  which  there  is  reafon  to  think  will  become  a  more 
general  pra£lice. 

The  qumber  of  farros^in  the  pariflij  mcluding  thofe  occupIe4 

by 
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by  principal  farmers  and  their  fubtenants,  is  59.    The  number 
of  ploughs  is  94,  commonly  drawn  by  <  or  8  oxen,  and  a  lew 

on  the  fmaller  farms,  by  t  horfes  and  2  oxen. The  qum- 

tity  of  barley  fown  yearly,  is  calculated  to  be  774  boUs  ;  of 
oats  1056  bolls  i  and  of  pcafe  and  rye  290  bolls* 

Rifit.>^Thc  Taluation  of  the  parifli,  as  it  ftandu  in  the  cds 
books,  amounts  to  L.  4421 :  10 :  10  Scotch.   The  real  rent,  as 
paid  in  barley,  and  from  a  few  farms,  partly  in  barley,  and 
partly  in  oat  meal,  amounts  to  2352  boUs,  which,  conTcrted 
at  I2S.  the  boll,  is  equal  in  money  to  L.  141 1 :  4s  fterling. — 
There  is  a  money  rent  befides,  of  L.  340 : 4 :  10  fterling,  wbkhf 
added  to  the  former,  makes  the  whole  rent  to  L.  175 1 : 8 :  10 
fterling.— Oat  meal  is  i|ow  always  received  and  paid  away  by 
weight,  and  9  ftones  is  the  common  ftandard  of  the  country 
for  a  boll,  and  where  meal  is  mixed,  as  in  the  rent  paid  from 
mills,  i2i  ftones  are  put  to  a  boll. —One  farmer  pays  his  rent 
in  money,  at  a  converfion  of  ids.  the  boll,  another  fanner  pays 
the  half  of  it  at  a  converfion  of  1  is.  Some  of  the  farms  where 
the  foil  is  richeft,  are  let  at  the  rent  of  30s.  the  acre  of  arable 
ground ;  fome  of  them  pay  from  209.  to  26s.  or  from  15s*  to 
20S.  and  other  farms  are  fet  at  los.  and  under)  but  at  an  a- 
verage,  the  rent  maybe  calculated  at  i  is.  9d.  the  acre  of  ara- 
ble ground.   The  muir  and  pafture  lands  are  not  comprehend- 
ed  in  this  efttmate,  thefe  are  confidered  as  pendicles  of  tht 
farm,  but  being  open  and  common  to  every  one,  throug^ut 
a  great  part  of  the  year,  the  farmer  can  count  very  little  on  his 
profits  from  them* 

The  pariih  produces  much  more  corn  than  is  fufficient  for 
the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants.  The  vidual  rents  are  foU 
yearly,  to  be  carried  to  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  or  ufed 
m  the  country,  by  diftillersi  and  thofe  living  in  towns,  or  the 
Highlands* 
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CattUt  HorfeSf  and  Sheep.-^Therc  arc  in  the  parifli  117S 
black  cattle,  including  milch  cows,  &c.  573  horfes,  2080  fheep* 
Only  a  few  of  the  black  cattle  are  reared  here,  the  greateft 
part  being  purchafed  at  the  different  fan's  held  in  this  county, 
and  in  Sutherland,  in  Odober  and  Norember.  After  fome 
years  work,  when  they  begin  to  fail  in  their  ftrength,  they  are 
fold  to  the  drover,  or  butcher,  fometimes  at  a  higher  price  than 
that  for  which  they  were  firft  bought*  The  horfes  bred  in  the 
country  are  moftly  of  a  fmall  fize,  but  hardy  and  fit  for  the 
drudgery  to  which  they  are  firft  put.  Many  of  the  farmers 
in  this  and  other  pariflies  of  the  low  country,  now  repair  to 
the  markets  in  Moray  and  buy  larger  horfes,  which  coft  from 
Li.  6  to  L.  13— *— The  (heep  are  alfo  of  a  diminutive  kind,  but* 
by  being  paftured  on  the  (hore-grounds  become  fat,  and  fetch 
a  good  price.  A  larger  breed  has  been  lately  introduced  intp 
the  Highlands,  and  a  few  of  them  are  brought  down  to  this  and 
other  parts  of  the  low  country  *• 

Boats, 

*  The  ezpence  of  a  married  ferfant,  including  meal  for  maintenance,  his 
fees  and  other  allowances,  may  be  fairly  cftimated  at  L.  lo  /«r  aiuntm.  The  un* 
married  fenrants  are  commonly  maintained  in  the  farmer's  houfe,  and  the  fta^ 
ted  fees  and  other  perquifites  may  be  rated  at  L.  4  yearly  for  a  man,  and  half 
that  film  for  a  female  ferrant. 

In  this  and  other  parts  of  the  country,  the  harreft  is  generally  cot  down 
Vy  a  fixed  number  of  reapers,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  farm.  They, 
are  hired  for  the  fcafon,  and  paid  either  in  com,  or  money,  as  they  chufe. 
A  man  has  aos.  or  the  value  of  it,  15s.  is  the  common  allowance  given  to  a 
woman  reaper.  They  are  either  maintained  in  the  family  by  their  employ- 
ers, or  have  fome  additional  allowances  for  their  maintenance.  It  has  now  be- 
come more  frequently  the  praAice  to  call  a  number  of  reapers  as  the  com  ri- 
pens, to  difpatch  the  work  and  prevent  lofs  by  the  weather.  They  are  paid 
at  the  late  of  6d.  or  8d.  per  day. 

The  ordinary  hire  of  a  labourer  for  farmer  work  is  8d.  t>er  day,  and  for  gardem 
work,  cutting  peats  and  mowing  grafs,  is.^Ditches,  dykei  and  trenching 
are  paid  by  meafurement,  and  cod  as  follows ;  ditches  ad.  (ingle  ftones  dykes 
ad.  doubled  do*  3^d.  mud  fences  3^ d.  the  yardj;  trenching  L.4  fterling  the 
acre. 
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Boats 9  Fl/beriis^  and  Harhuri. — There  are  1 2  beats  belcmg* 
ing  to  the  parifli,  of  that  number  two  are  moftly  emplojed  ts 
carrying  freights.    Some  of  them  belong  to  people  who  fifli 
occaGonaliyt  and  require  no  more  than  two  or  three  handf 
to  work  then).  There  are  five  fiflier-towns  on  difierent  parts 
of  the  coaft.  The  proprietors  of  the  ground  fumifh  a  new  boat 
every  feven  years,  to  be  upheld  by  the  crew,  and  are  entitled  to  a 
fifth  part  of  the  fifli  caughti  or  of  their  gaini  of  whaterer  kind) 
but  thefe  dues  are  now  moftly  converted  into  money*    The 
larger  boats  pay  annually  L*  4  fterltng  and  the  finaaller  L*  3 — 
Every  fpecies  of  gray  fifli  is  to  be  found  on  the  coaft,  and  a 
great  variety  of  (hell-fifli*     From  a  trial  made  at  an  expence 
of  the  gentlemen  of  property  in  the  parifli,  it  appeared,  that, 
with  the  neceflary  tackle,  ling,  holybut  and  tuibot  might  be  had 
in  abundance.    Some  old  people  remember  a  cod  fifliing  at 
Portmaholmack,  where  the  beaches  for  drying  the  cod  arc  ftill 
to  be  feen.— This  year  1792  a  lobfter  fi(hing  was  begun,  and 
carried  on  very  fuccefsfully,  partly  by  Meflrrs*Sciby  and  Creft 
well  of  London,  but  moftJy  by  a  refpe&able  foctety,  imder 
the  firm  of  the  Northumberland  fifliing  company.     In  the 
courfe  of  the  feafon,  from  March  to  July,  more  than  50,000 
lobfters  were  caught  at  Tarbat-Nefs,  and  near  it ;  and  from 
firft  to  lad,  28  veflels  touched  at  the  point  to  receive  the  lob- 
fters, and  carry  them  to  market.    The  charters  of  one  pn^)er- 
tv  in  the  parilh  convey  a  right  to  a  faimon  fiihing,  but  if  any 
fuch  did  ever  afiually  exift,  it  has  been  fo  long  difcontinued, 
that  there  is  no  remembrance  of  it.     However,  faimon  arc 
fometimes  feen  fpringing  out  of  the  water,  near  the  (hore ; 
but  there  being  no  rivers  to  invite  their  ftay,  it  is  probable  they 
only  take  a  (hort  reft  here,  in  proceeding  to,  or  returning  from 
the  rivers  and  lochs  in  the  Highlands,  where  they  leave  their 
fpawn. 

The  variety  of  fi(h  upon  the  coaft,  occafions  it  to  be  frequen- 
ted 
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ted  by  fcals,  porpoifcs  and  whales.  A  large  one  of  the  fper- 
maceti  kind  was  in  the  year  1756  itranded  on  the  rocks  to  the 
weft  of  Portmaholmack.  It  mcafurcd  63  feet  in  length,  and 
yielded  a  great  quantity  of  fpermaceti  and  blubber.  The  otter 
is  fometimes  furprifcd  at  land  in  his  lurking  places,  and  is  va* 
lucd  for  his  ikin  *• 

There  are  upon  the  different,  fides  of  the  pariOi  fix  harbours, 
and  a  number  of  fmall  creeks.     Of  the  harbours,  Portmahol- 
mack is  the  only  one  fit  to  receive  veflels  of  any  confiderable 
burden,  the  reft  being  merely  landing  places  for  open  boats.—' 
There  was  a   ftone  pier  built  there,    ^t    the   expence  of 
the  firft  Earl  of  Cromarty,  which  now,   through  time  and 
neglc*'Sl,  lies  in  ruins.     The  want  of  this  pier  has,  within  thefe 
forty  ye*ars,  occafioned  the  total  lofs  of  three  veflels,  and  as  ma- 
ny more  were,  from  the  fame  caufe,  ftranded  on  the  fhallows 
in  the  frithf  and  not  got  off  without  much  damage  and  ex- 
pence.     From  a  furvey  lately  made,  it  appears,  that  at  full  fea, 
with  a-fpring  tidtN  there  arc  thirteen  feet  of  water  at  the  pier 
head,  and  9  feet  U'ith  a  neap  tide*    Ships  driven  by    eaf- 
VoL.  VI.  3  H  tcrly 

*  Of  land  aQimaU,  the  fox  has  his  den  amongft  the  rocks,  and  Utcs 
tnoMy  on  (hell-fifh,  though  fomet^mes  he  makes  ezcurfions  in  fcarch  of 
gam?,  and  to  commit  depredations  on  the  farmer's  poultry. — The  hares  are 
numerous  in  the  parifli,  and  remarked  foi*  their  fwiftnefs  ;  when  the  fnow 
lies  on  the  ground,  they  retire  to  thefhores  as  a  pUce  of  warmth  and  flielter.— 
Of  game  birds,  patridgcs  are  in  great  numbers  in  the  parilh,  though 
kept  down  by  the  hawk  and  kite,  and  other  birds  of  prey,  as  well  as  the 
fportfnian. — ^Thc  green  plover  or  lapwing  comes  early  in  the  ipring,  and 
quits  the  country  again  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft^^-The  fwallow  aii4 
cnckowcome  in  the  fummer,  and  difappear  in  the  middle  of  banreft;.  w^eii 
thefe  birds  take  their  departure,  numerous  flocks  of  curlews,  mountain  plo» 
vers,  wild  gccfc  and  fwans  return  with  their  young  ones  from  the  hlUs  and 
Loch«,  where  they  had  hatched  and  reared  them  in  the  fummer  months.  The 
Tarious  kinds  of  the  wild  duck  do  not  remove  from  this  place,  but  are  inhabU 
tants  of  the  marflics  and  (bores,  during  the  whole  year* 
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terly  ftorms  could  with  eafe  par$  Tarbat-Nefs  and  lie  here  za 
fiifcty,  the  (ituation  of  the  harbour  giving  it  ihelter  from  e- 
very  wind  which  might  hurt. 

There  is  not  in  the  N,  part  of  Scotland,  and  what  is  called 
the  low  country,  a  place  better  calculated  than  Portmahol- 
mack|  if  fo  well,  for  a  fiihing  Ration,  from  the  conTcnience  of 
its  harbour,  its  ncariiefs  to  the  fca  where  the  fi(h  is  to  hz 
found,  proper  ground  adjoining  whereon  to  erc£l  houfcs,  azui 
plenty  of  excellent  free- (lone  at  hand  to  build  them. 

From  the  iucreafe  of  trade,  and  the  eftablifiimtnt  of  mann- 
fa£lures  in  this,  and  the  neighbouring  county,  veiTcls  have  oc- 
cafion  to  proceed  more  frequently  than  formerly  through  tb: 
frith,  to  Tain,  Dornoch,  and  other  parts  on  the  coaft,  which 
adds  to  the  importance  of  Portmuholmack,  as  a  place  for 
thofe  veffcls  to  run  into  when  overtaken  by  ftorms.  The 
late  Six  John  Gordon,  who  was  then  the  proprietor,  had  an 
intention  of  alking  the  aid  of  government,  for  repairing  and 
enlarging  the  pier,  and  plans  of  the  work,  and  eftimates  of  the 
expence  were  made  out.  Further  progrefs  in  the  affair  was 
prevented  by  the  death  of  that  worthy  gentleman ;  but  the 
reafons  ftill  exift  in  their  full  force ;  nor  could  a  few  hundred 
pounds  of  the  public  money  be  laid  out  on  a  work  mor: 
ufcf ul  and  more  neceflary  ^. 

•  There  are  five  caves  oq  the  coaft,  the  entry  to  one  of  which  is  fo  b», 
that  to  get  io,one  muft  creep  on  all  fours;  within  there  is  a  fpacious  apartment, 
having  around  it  a  natural  bench  of  ftone.  I'he  entry  to  another  refemMcs 
a  (lately  porch,  which  ftands  at  the  diflance  of  fcvcr^il  feet  from  the  nvLs 
and  from  this  entry  there  is  a  covered  way  to  the  body  of  the  cave,  wh:.  b 
runs  a  confiderable  length,  and  has  three  apartments,  one  behind  anotb-.r 
arched  at  the  top  like  a  vault,  through  which  the  water  oozes,  and  in  time  tK 
frod  hangs  from  the  roof  in  a  Bumber  of  icicles. 

At  the  north  moil  point  of  Tarbat,  is  a  creek  accelTible  to  a  boat  at  hi  *h  wa- 
ter.   There  is  a  tradition  of  a  fort,  built  here  on  a  fmall  mote  within  the 

crec< 


rilhermcn 

41 

Millers  and  wrights 

II 

Weavers 

12 

Shoemakers 

12 

Taylors 

II 

Smiths 

5 

Mafons 

2 

Heritors  refident 

X 

4 

Marriages  from  ift  Oc- 

tober 1784  to  I  ft  of 

Auguft  1792 

«9 

Births  do. 

32» 

Deaths  do. 

248 
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Population  Table, 
Number  of  foulsin  1755  1584 

' ini79z  1370 

Males          -          -  638 

Females         -         -  732 

Under  6  years  of  age  198 

Mates            -          -  97 

Females         -        «  loi 

Between  ^o  and  80  14 

Between  80  and  90  •     tf 

Between  90  and  100  i 

Families  or  houfes      -  300 

Widowers  and  widows  72 

Farmers         -         -  59 

Male  fervants          -  140 

Female  do.         -        -       118 

3  H  2  One 

creek,  having  the  Tea  on  each  fide.  No  TcHiges  remain  of  the  building,  both 
the  mote  and  a  narrow  neck  or  caulcway  which  led  to  it  from  the  land  being 
now  covered  with  grafs ;  but  it  is  eafy  to  trace  the  foundation  of  a  wall  of  coo« 
fiderable  extent,  which  defended  it  on  the  landfidc.  The  creek  retains  the 
name  of  Port-Chafteil,  or  Caftlehaven,  and  from  it,  the.fir(l  Earl  of  Cromar- 
ty, aflbmed  one  hts  titles  of  nobility,  and  transferred  that  name  to  the  old 
family  feat,  Tarhat^  which  is  now  in  the  maps  of  this  part  of  Scotland  marked 
Caftlehavcn.  This  fort  might  be  intended  to  repel  the  Danes  and  Norwegians, 
who  formerly  (6  often  infcfted  the  coaft,  or  as  a  place  of  (ccurity  from  the 
predatory  incurdons  ofthc  natives  in  thofe  uncivilized  times,  when  it  was  cuf* 
tomary  for  the  head  of  one  clan  with  his  followers,  to  break  into  the  tetritories 
pf  another,  with  every  a  A  of  hodility. 

The  pariflies  of  Nigg,  Fearn  and  Tarbat  lie  in  a  dired  line  hetwixt  Dun- 
fcath,  or  Dunflieath-Nefs  at  the  weft,  and  Tarbat-Ncfs  where  Port-Chafteil 
lies,  at  the  eaft,  and  both  forts,  from  their  fituation,  would  eafily  proteA  thefe 
mnd  the  other  adjacent  pariflies,  which,  from  their  fertility,  were  moft  liable  to 
be  attacked  by  plunderers.  And  the  etymology  of  the  Gaelic  word  Eiber  Dc 
vcr,  or  EdMr  Jba  Mbmir,  is  exa£Uy  defcriptive  of  the  fituation  of  the  fort  at 
Tarbatp>Nefs,  which  ftood  pn  a  narrow  point  betwixt  two  Teas.    If  this  ac. 

count 
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One  caufc  of  the  decrcare  of  the  nambcr  of  inhabitants  is 
uniting  diflferent  farms  intoone,  apradice  undoubtedly  tiufnt- 
cal  to  population ;  another  caufe  is  the  lofs  of  fome  fiflieiiuen 
at  fea,  the  remoyal  of  others  from  the  parifli,  and  that  fome 
crews  were  fuflered  die  out,  without  having  their  places  fnp- 
plicd.  But  what  chiefly  conttibutes  to  die  dccrcafc  of  chc  in- 
habitants, is  a  yearly  emigration  to  the  fouth  of  young  people 
who  never  return. 

There  is  now  living  in  the  parifli  a  female  dwarf,  aged  be- 

twixt  30  and  40,  who  meafures  only  34  inches ;  in  bcxght 

there  is  no  other  deformity  about  her. 

Di/fa/es,  Climate^  and  Fuel. — ^There  are  no  difeafes  peculiar 
to  the  p<iri(h  from  climate  or  any  other  caufe ;  but  there  hare 
been  inftances^f  more  than  ordinary  mortality  from  epidemi- 
cal didempers  fpreading  over  the  country,  and  making  their 
way  hither.  The  fevers  now  moil  common  are  of  the  ner- 
vous and  putrid  kinds.  A  fpecies  of  the  latter  is  diftinguiib- 
ed  by  the  name  of  the  yellow  fever,  fo  termed,  becaufe  as  foon 
as  the  patient  expires  the  body  becomes  of  that  colour.  Tlw 
fmall-pox  is  the  difeafe  which  has  proved  moft  fatal  to  the  n* 
fing  generation,  its  eflctls  were  particularly  calamitous  in  1 756, 
when  it  carried  off  75  children.  In  176S  it  cut  off  46,  and 
38  Gnce  tlie  month  of  October  laft  (i79i)«    Some  families  at 

thofe 

count  Ihall  be  re]e6ted,  it  will  be  difficult,  by  tnditkm  or  anf  other  viy,  to  ibd 
a  place  \i  herein  to  fix  the  caftle  of  Bibtr  D9ver, 

There  were  in  the  parifli  fix  of  thofe  hooics  called  caftles,  which  towards 
the  end  of  the  laft  and  the  beginning  of  this  century  were  inhabited  by  anticst 
and  refpeAable  families.  One  of  them  belonged  to  the  Sinclairs  of  DnnbcatJi. 
•—The  rains  of  another  ftand  a  monument  of  the  tifte  and  grandeur  of  former 
times.  The  old  name  was  Tarbat  Caftle,  and  Ballone,  ftom  a  marih  behind 
it.  It  (lands  above  the  Tea,  and  upon  the  very  limki  of  Ihe  piop«ty,  as  if 
'     intended  to  prevent  incroachmeats. 
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thofe  diflerent  periods  loft  their  whde  cKildren.  InocuUdoa 
when  tried  failed  only  ih  one  inftanee»  4nd  there  are  families 
in  die  place,  in  which  there  was  not  an  tnftance  ai  recovery 
until  thb  method  was  taken;  notwithftanding  which,  the  peo- 
ple ftill  retain  a  ftrong  prejudice  againft  it»  and  feem  deaf  to 
all  arguments  ufed  co  (how  its  lawfulnefs  and  expediency,  as 
a  mean  which  providence  has  blefled  for  faving  thoufands  of 
lives* 

The  air  here  is  very  pure,  there  is  little  tain  in  fummer,  be- 
caufe  there  are  ilO  mountains  to  condenfe  or  break  the  douds; 
during  that  feafon,  the  breezes  ffcm  die  caft  fervc  to  allay  the 
heat  and  rcfrefli  the  fpirits  through  the  day,  and  bring  dews, 
which  promote  vegetation,  in  the  night. 

The  parifli  labours  under  a  confiderable  difadvantage,  from 
the  fcarcity  of  peats  and  other  fuel.  The  privilege  of  the 
fcanty  mofles  in  the  parifli  is  reftri£led  to  a  few  families  living 
on  the  properties  to  which  they  belong,  and  the  far  greater 
part  of  the  inhabitants  are  left  to  make  the  beft  (hift  they 
can  for  this  neceflary  article  of  life,  and  put  to  a  great  ex- 
pence  of  time  and  money  in  purchafmg  and  getting  it  carried 
home.  A  circumftance  hurtful  to  the  farmer,  by  taking  him 
off  the  work  of  his  farm,  and  which  renders  the  condition  of 
the  poorer  fort  very  uncomfortable  during  the  winter  and 
fpring  feafons,  and  proves  in  general  a  great  check  to  induftry. 
They  begin  now  to  ufe  coals  from  Newcaftle,  and  find  this 
the  eaficft  way  of  fupplying  themfelves ;  and  for  fome  time 
pad  a  cargo  from  that  place  of  5  or|6oo  barrels,  is  annually  de- 
livered in  the  harbour  of  Portmaholmack,  at  is.  iid.  or  2S. 
each.  They  could  be  had  much  lower,  but  for  the  high  doty 
laid  upon  coals  carried  to  the  north  of  the  Red- Head. 

Ecclefiqfiical  State,  School/,  a/ii/A^r.— Tarbat  was  one  of  the 

menfal 
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menfal  chttrchea  belonging  to  the  Bifliop  of  Rofs.  The  KSbof 
was  patron,  and  had  what  remained  of  the  tiends,  after  the 
(hare  allowed  by  him  to  the  perfon  employed  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  paftoral  office.  At  the  rerolutioa  the  King  be* 
came  patron,  and  the  £^rl  of  Cromarty  obtained  from  Queen 
Anne  a  gift  of  the  patronage,  which  has  now  deToWed  upon  Mn 
Urquhart  of  New-hall  .^The  church  was  built  in  1 756^  and  the 
manfcini707 — By  a  decreet  of  locality  a/i/io  1708,  the  ftipend  was 
modified  at  nine  chaiders,  payable  equally  in  bear  and  oatmeal^ 
withtheTicarage  or  fmall  tithes— There  was  a  new  decreet  am* 
1781,  by  which  no  alteration  was  made  in  the  Tidual,  but 
300  merks  Scotch,  of  money  ftipend  were  appointed,  and  the 
vicarage  tithes  made  over  to  the  heritors*  llie  living  at  the 
ordinary  converfion  may  be  eftimated  at  L*  90  fterling,  includ- 
ing a  fmall  glebe  of  four  acres.  From  the  ftate  of  the  free 
tiends,  there  is  a  large  fund  for  an  augmentation.  The  eftate 
of  Tarbat,  which  is  nearly  the  half  of  the  parifli,  pays  no  (hare 
of  the  vidual  (tipend.  The  reafon  of  that  exemption  when 
the  former  d.ecreet  paffed,  was  a  long  tack  of  the  tiends  ob- 
tained from  King  William  by  the  firft  Earl  of  Cromarty,  which 
is  now  run  out. 

There  is  a  parochial  fchool  near  the  church,  and  a  conTeni- 
ent  houfe  lately  built  for  teacher  and  fcholars.  The  (alary 
is  L.  5  fterling  in  money  from  the  heritors,  and  8  bolls  of  bar- 
ley from  the  farmers,  and  this  with  the  other  emoluments 
may  be  eftimated  at  L.  16  per  annum* — There  are  no  diflenters 
in  the  pariih,  except  three  families  who  have  lately  come  from 
a  part  of  the  country  in  which  a  feceding  meeting  houfe  is 
eftabliihed  ;  but  they  occafionally  attend  the  eftabliflied 
church.^  Gaelic  being  the  common  language  of  the  people, 
the  greater  part  of  religious  fervice  on  Sundays  is  performed  in 
that  language.    Many  of  the  inhabitants  are  taught  to  read 

EngUfti, 
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£iigiiflii  and  Tome  who  cannot  read,  underftand  a  little  of  it 
in  common  converfation  j  but  in  general,  they  prefer  Gaelic*. 
The  number  of  poor  (landing  at  prefent  on  the  parifh  roll 
is  no.  Few  of  thefc  are  mendicants.  Widows,  fatherlefs 
children,  and  orphans  left  deftitute,  fervants  and  labourers 
laid  aGde  with*  age  or  ficknefs  are  received  into  the  number^ 
and  have  a  fmall  pittance  given  them  at  an  annual  didribution 
made  of  the  money  arifing  from  the  ordinary  colledions  in 
church  on  Sundays,  and  from  the  parifh  mortcloths  and  bells, 
amounting  commonly  to  about  L.  i6or  L.  17  (lerling. — Extra- 
ordinary coUe£lions  amounting,  to  2,  3,  or  L.  4  (lerling,  are 
fometimes  made  for  the  relief  of  perfons  in  circumdances  of 
peculiar  diftrefs.  There  is  no  other  fund  for  the  poor  but  a 
charitable  donation  by  the  firll  Earl  of  Cromarty,  from  a  part 
of  his  property  in  the  parifh,  which  bears  the  name  of  the 
mortified  lands,  and  is  exempted  from  the  payment  of  cefs  and 
other  public  burdens*  The  charity  paid  from  thefe  lands  is 
36  bolls  barley ;  I2t  bolls  of  which  belong  to  this  parifh,  and 
the  remaining  part  to  the  parifhes  of  Fodderty,  Kilmuir  and 
LiOggie  Eader.— -It  was  intended  for  the  relief  of  decayed  far- 
mers and  others  in  indigent  circumdances^  living  on  the  cdates 

which 


*  There  were  three  chapels  in  different  parts  of  the  parilh ;  a  part  of  the 
walls  of  one  of  them  remains,  which  was  built,  as  is  iaiJ,  by  Dunbar 

of  Tarbat,  and  is  (lill  pointed  out,  by  the  name  of  Dunbar's  chapel.  Of  ano- 
ther, which  was  Atuated  on  the  fliore  to  the  eaft  of  the  old  cadle  of  I'arbat, 
there  is  nothing  left  but  Tome  rubbifh,  and  ftoncs  piled  up,  or  ufed  as  a  wall 
to  a  piece  of  ground  laid  out  for  a  garden,  in  trenching  of  which  human  bones 
arc  frequently  thrown  up.  Near  it,  there  is  a  plentiful  fpringof  water,  which 
continues  to  bear  the  name  of  Tobair  Mhyir,  or  Mary*s  Well.  The  rock  a- 
bove  is  covered  with  ivy,  and  at  the  foot  of  it,  a  fmall  cave  or  grotto  is  (hewn 
as  the  abode  of  the  pried.  The  Gaelic  name  of  the  place,  Teamfni  Eraich^ 
the  place  at  which  the  people  alTcmbled  for  worlhip,  prcfcrrcs  the  mcmonT 
fff  wha  t  it  once  was. 
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which  belonged  to  the  noble  donor^  in  thi^«  and  the  other 
pariftics  now  mentioned^  in  i686*. 

f  Mijcdlaruous 

*  The  ipring  of  the  year  1 781  falls  to  be  noticed  for  a  Ibifdtf  of  ptro^eiw 
der»  and  the  ruio  of  many  families,  both  in  the  Highlands  and  knr  coantry/ 
by  the  lofs  of  their  cattle,  as  the  conieqiience  of  that  fcarcity.  k  was  occa- 
lioned  by  a  rainy  and  late  harrcft,  and  a  long  continoed  froft  and  fiww  daring 
tbe  winter  and  part  of  the  fpring.  and  at  laft  rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  in 
the  working  fcafon,  neither  (Vraw  nor  hay  could  be  had  for  any  money.  This 
yariih  fliared  in  the  common  calamity,  and  fome  farmers  were  nccefCtated  to 
qnat  their  farms  and  reduced  to  poverty. 

But  thefe  biles  were  forgotten  in  the  mHeries  that  followed  them  in  the 
year  1 7  S3,  from  the  failure  of  the  crop  of  the  preceding  year,  and  a  real  want 
of  bread  for  the  nfe  of  man.  The  want  commenced  early  in  tbe  Highland 
parts  of  the  country',  and  in  January  of  that  year  (1783)  many  came  do^rn  to 
this  and  other  pariOies  of  the  low  country,  in  fcarch  of  provifions  for  their  f»- 
mifif  s ;  as  the  fcaibn  advanced,  their  wants,  and  numbers  increaM,  and  mul- 
titudes from  the  heighu  of  both  Rofs  and  Sutherland  might  be  daily  £een  tra- 
verfing  tbe  different  pariHics,  fapplicattng  fopplies  of  meal  or  coni,  in  any 
«{«intity,  for  their  money ;  and  a  pitiable  cafe  it  was,  to  fee  peribns  young 
and  otherwife  vigorous,  in  this  condition,  having  hunger  and  diftrefs  of  mind 
painted  in  their  countenances.  The  price  of  com  rofe  from  15s.  to  los-  and 
a  IS.  and  at  length  to  26$.  38s.  and  30s.  the  boll.  The  late  Admiral  Sir  John 
Rois  and  Tome  other  gentlemen  of  property  in  the  county,  touched  with  the 
general  diOrcfs,  ordered  corn  brought  from  other  places  to  be  given  out  amoogft 
their  people  in  fmall  quantities,  according  to  their  families,  to  be  paid  when 
they  Oiould  be  in  better  condition.  Upwards  of  12,000  bolls  were  Imported 
from  the  cart  country  to  Invernefs  by  means  of  Meffrs  Falls  of  Dunbar  and 
others  an^  fcattered  over  the  different  northern  counties;  and  his  Maje(Vy*s 
pAtcrnal  care,  and  the  attention  of  his  mtnifters,  (hould  be  remembered  with 
gratitude,  in  fending  at  diiferent  times  cargoes  of  barley,  peafe  and  flour 
to  be  diAiibuted  among(l  the  indigent  in  Tcveral  partlhcs,  at  tbe  difcrction  cf 
the  nunificrs  and  elders.  But  for  thofe  fupplics,  dlforder  and  rapine  would 
have  prevailed,  and  the  poor,  rendered  defperate  by  famine  like  lb  many 
huugr}'  wolvts,  would  have  broke  loofc,  and  laid  hands  on  >»hatevcr  they  could 
find.  The  aid  of  government,  then  afforded  this  parifti,  amounted  to  36  bolls, 
which  were  diAributed  at  different  times  amongfl  houfeholders  in  ftiaitt,  to 
the  number  of  4 lit  *°<^  proved  a  mod  feafonable  relief. 
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Mifiallaneoui  Oi/ervatiom.'^TixTt  are  onljf  two  public  hou- 
fes  in  the  parifli,  and  thefe  little  frequented  but  by  (Irangers.  In* 
duilry  is  not  confined  to  the  work  of  the  farmer  without  doors^^ 
but  wiihin  aMb,  the  mifltrefs  of  thehoufeand  the  other  females 
arc  employed  in  preparing  webs  from  the  wool  gnd  lint  rai* 
fed  on  the  farm^  partly  for  family  ufe,  and  partly  for  fale,  and 
there  is  fcarce  a  houfe  inhabited  by  the  inferior  clafsof  people, 
in  which  does  not  go  on  fpinning  of  hemp  or  flax,  given  out 
by  perfons  employed  for  the  manu£a6iures  of  fail  cloth  and 
linen  yarn  eftabli&ed  at  Cromarty  and  Invemefs.  The  ex- 
pence  of  fupporting  a  family  has,  within  thefe  forty  year^,  rif- 
en  to  more  than  double  what  it  was  before  that  period.  Meid 
of  erery  kind  draws  nearly  three  times  the  money  for  which 
it  could  have  been  purchafed,  and  fi(h  has  rifen  in  a  (till  high* 
er  proportion.  A  (hilling  is  paid  for  what  till  very  lately  coidd 
have  been  got  for  a  penny.  The  increafe  of  the  expence  of 
clothing  is  ftill  more  confiderable,  and  more  heavily  felt  by 
perfons  in  the  middle  and  lower  ranks  of  life,  who,  to  appear 
decent,  and  comply  with  the  faihion  of  the  times,  muft  have 

Vol.  VI.  3  I  recourfe 

Tliis  will  be  a  OMinonble  aen  in  the  hidoiy  of  this  country,  and  it  is  al- 
ready marked  by  the  peddle,  in  their  calendar,  with  the  epithet  of  the  BiaeJk 
ITear.  One  agreeable  drcumftance  attended  Co  much  mifery,  that  not  a  tin- 
gle perfon  died  merely  of  famine,  though  difeafes  followed,  which  cut  ofTmany, 
iivhofe  conftitution  had  been  enfeebled  by  what  they  fuflered  at  that  period. 
The  caTe  was  diflcrent  during  a  Icarcity  which  prevailed  la  this  covntry  in 
the  fummer  of  the  year  1 741.  Many  were  then  found  dead  on  the  highways 
and  in  the  fields ;  and  others,  through  long  fading,  expired  m  ibon  is  they  tas- 
ted food.  But  the  planting  of  potatoes  in  the  field  was  not  at  thlt  time  knowa 
in  this  country ;  in  place  of  tmportatioa,  the  rents  paid  m  com  wcic  a  great 
part  of  them  carried  out  of  the  coontry,  till  the  nwh  put  a  Aop  to  this,  by 
bteaking  up  a  (loop  laden  with  oat  meal  for  Oreenock ;  and  the  eakmity,  how- 
ever heavily  felt  in  this  comer,  was  aot  £6  general  u  to  draw  tbt  notice,  of 
govemmeat  or  bring  pubUc  aid. 


434  Statijtical  Account 

recourfe  to  the  (hop,  and  diftribute  the  greateft  part  of  their 
income  and  earnings  among  the  merchants,  for  fineries  in 
drefs  not  known  to  their  fathers*. 

The  lands  of  the  parifli  hold  of  the  crown.  The  diftri£l  to 
the  eaft  of  Portmaholmack  was  of  old  called  the  foreft  of  the 
Earl  of  Rofs,  and  continues  to  pay  L.  40  Scotch  of  crown 
rent;  a  fum  which,  though  now  a  mere  trifle,  might,  in  thofe 
times  when  the  boll  of  corn  was  converted  at  half  a  meii 
Scotch,  be  the  real  rent  of  a  tra£t  of  ground  which  at  prefect 
yields  the  proprietor  near  L.  400  ftcrling  yearly. 

There  are  lands  in  the  parifli  which  held  of  the  bifhop  of 
Rofs  and  Abbot  of  Feam.  Some  of  the  lands  moft  contigu- 
ous to  the  parifli  of  Feam,  are  by  the  country  people  called  by 
the  name  of  the  Ahheachdi  i.  e.  Abbey  lands,  and  it  is  proba- 
ble, made  a  part  of  the  revenue  with  which  the  abbacy  was 
endowed  by  its  founder  Ferchard  Earl  of  Rofs.  They  arc  ftiil 
aftrifted  to  the  mills  of  Fearn,  and  the  people  occupying 
them  obliged  to  carry  their  corns  thither  to  be  grinded.  One 
gentleman,  Mr.  Maclcod  of  Geanies,  lately  bought  off  that 
vaflalage,  and  has  ereded  mills  on  bis  own  property,  to  ac- 
commodate himfelf  and  his  people. 

The  moft  material  defe£ls  in  the  management  of  farms  fee et. 
to  be,  I  (I,  fuffering  the  grounds  to  run  out  by  conftant  tillage, 

and 

*  Cora,  the  ftiple  commodity  of  this  part  of  the  country,  hasrifca  eoniidt- 
nbly  within  thefe  40  yean,  but  not  in  an  equal  proportion  with  other  thin^. 
Barley  and  oat-meal,  which  before  1750  were  often  ibid  by  contra^  at  8s.  aa^ 
9s.  the  boll,  bring  now  frequently  from  xas.  to  14s*  But  cattle»  great  and 
fmall,  have  advanced  in  their  price,  in  the  proportion  of  3  to  i.  A  fltctp 
which  before  the  1746  never  went  beyond  as.  6d.  fetches  no#  from  6s.  to 
Ss.  and  if  of  a  larger  fize,  from  xos.  to  14s.  and  a  milch  cow,  or  ox  for  work, 
for  which  35s.  or  40a.  would  haye  been  then  reckoned  a  high  price,  cannot 
DOW  be  bough  t  for  lefs  than  i*.  4  or  L.  ^  fterUng. 
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and  not  recruiting  or  keeping  them  clean,  by  fallowing  or  ref- 
ting ;  ad,  employing  a  fuperfluous  number  of  working  cattle 
and  fervants,  whick  runs  away  with  the  greateft  part  of  the 
profits.  But  there  is  reafon  to  exped,  that  the  modem  me- 
thods of  hulbandry  may  foon  be  introduced  univerfally  into  the 
country,  ai  they  are  already  adopted  by  gentlemen  of  proper- 
ty and  the  more  wealthy  and  knowing  clafs  of  farmers. 

At  Taibat-Nefs,  and  around  it,  and  in  almoft  every  corner 
of  the  parifli,  there  is  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  free  ftone, 
eafily  wrotight,  durable  and  of  a  beautiful  colour. 


3  I  2  NUMBER 
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NUMBER     XLVT. 

PARISH   OF    CRANSHAWS. 

(presbytery    of   dunse,    synod   or  merse  and 

TIVIOTDAUi,    COUNTY   OF    BERWICK.) 

By  tie  Rru.  Mb.  George  Drummokd. 


Name*  and  Sittiothnm 


^T^H£R£  is  no  certain  account,  nor  even  any  conjcflore 
^  which  has  the  lead  appearance  of  probability^  with  re- 
gard to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  this  pariih.— _Part  of  the 
parifli  of  Longformacus  interfe£ls  it  in  the  middle ;  fo  that  one 
half)  and  indeed  the  largeft  half  of  this  diftriJl,  lies  at  the  dii^ 
tance  of  4  or  5  miles  from  the  church.  An  inconTcnicnce 
which  attends  many  pariflies  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

PcpuJatian.-^Thcrc  are  only  164  inhabitants  in  the  parilb, 
of  whom  84  are  males  and  80  females.  The  population  of 
thisi  and  many  of  the  neighbouring  pariflies,  has  of  late  con- 
fiderably  diminxflied.  The  only  reafon  that  can  be  afBgned 
for  this  diminution  is  the  monopoly  of  farms-  About  50  or  60 
years  ago  there  were  above  16  farmers  in  the  pari(h ;  the  whole 
i3  now  in  the  poflefSon  of  3  only.  The  return  to  Dr.  Webftcr 
in  1754  was  :ii4  fouls. 

CUmatr^ 
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Climate f  Rivers,  tstc. — The  ctevated  fituationofthc  parifh^ 
being  lA  the  middle  of  Lammerrtruir  hiJb,  renders  the  air 
iharp  and  cold ;  it  is  however  putc  and  healthy  \  and  during 
the  fummer  months  the  climate  is  tolerably  mild  and  tempe- 
rate. Though  in  all'  the  dififetent  feafons  there  are  frequent 
fogs,  yet  as  they  are  generally  confined  to  the  tops  of  thehili9» 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  fddam  injured  by  them*. 

The  Whiteadder  or  Whitewater  runs  along  the  N.  and  E. 
fides  of  the  parifli. — The  river  Dye  alfo  runs  through  part  of 
this  diftri^t.  They  are  inconfiderable  ftreams,  but  abound 
i^ith  trout  of  an  excellent  quality.  The  banks  of  both  were 
formerly  covered  with  narural  wood,  which  rendered  the  ap« 
pearance  of  the  country  in  fummer  moft  delightfully  romantic ; 
but  now  there  is  not  a  tree  or  even  a  fhrub  to  be  found  on  them. 
^  There  are  no  manufaAurers  of  any  kmd  in  the  parifh.  Its 
inland  fituation  and  great  diilance  from  proper  fud,  are  un- 
favourable to  their  eftabliftmcnt.  The  generality  of  the  in- 
habitanis  are  therefore  employed  in  agriculture.  There  are 
2  mafons,  4  joiners,  2  weavers,  i  blackfmith,  and  i  taylor, 
chiefly  employed  in  working  to  the  people  of  the  pariih  and 
neighbourhood,  ftldom  manufacturing  any  articles  for  fale. 
Tlie  inhabitants  in  general' are  frugaf,  fobcr  and  induftrious^ 
free  from  diffipation,  and  not  addiAed  to  drinking,  or  any  o- 
thcr  Q)ecies  of  intemperance.  As  a  proof  of  their  induftry  and 
fobricty,  it  deferves  to  be  mentioned  that  for  more  than  20 

years 

*  TKeie  are  few  tpidemkat  diftempcK  ia  tUt  part  of  tho  countiy.  Thtf 
moft  pittaknt  dkbider  is  the  rhcumatifia,  probably-  owing  to  the  changeable- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  and  the  coldnefs  and  dampnefs  of  the  houfcs.  Ferert 
are  not  frequent.  And  the  ague,  which  prevails  fb  much  among  ^he  common 
people  in  the  lower  parts  of  Berwickfliire,  is  almoft  unknown  here.  The  peo- 
ple in  general  lire  to  a  confiderabie  age.  Among  the  fmall  number  of  tn- 
babkants  tiiif  puift  <<K>Btains«  there  are  at  preient  6  perfoiu  above  70  years 
of  agr,  two  of  whom  are  above  80. 
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years  preceding  1788,  there  was  only  one  perfon  upon  tlie 
poor^s  roily  and  Cnce  that  time  there  hare  been  only  two  on 
that  lift. 

Agriculture. — As  the  greateft  part  of  the  parilh  confifts  of 
high  hills,  covered  with  heath  or  bent,  the  lands  in  general 
are  more  adapted  to  the  breeding  of  cattle  and  iheep  than  the 
raifing  of  grain.  There  are»  howeyer,  on  all  the  different  famiis» 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  arable  ground,  which  is  rery  fer- 
viceable  to  the  tenants^  as  it  fupplies  their  families  with  corn, 
and  provides  fodder  for  their  cattle  in  winter.  The  foil,  being 
light  and  dry,  is  fuitable  for  raifing  of  turnips  and  fowngrais. 
Of  late  the  farmers  have  availed  themfelves  of  the  advant^es 
arifing  from  this  kind  of  foil,  and  have  already  carried  this 
fpecies  of  improvement  to  a  confiderable  height.  Their  prin- 
cipal dependance  being  on  cattle  and  Iheep,  renders  the  cul- 
ture of  turnips  and  fown  grafs  an  obje£i  of  great  importance ; 
not  only  as  being  the  beft  food  for  thcfe  animals,  but  fome- 
times  the  only  food  that  can  be  got  for  the  Iheep,  for  in  fe- 
vcre  winters  the  fnow  is  commonly  fo  deep  as  to  prevent  their 
getting  any  nourlihrnent  either  from  the  grafs  or  heath.  Be- 
fore the  introdu£lion  of  the  turnip  hufbandry,  and  the  raifing 
€f  clover  and  rye-grafs,  the  farmers  were  frequently  obliged 
in  the  winter  feafon  to  drive  their  (heep  into  the  low  country, 
and  pUrchafe  hay  for  them.  This  was  not  only  attended  with 
great  inconvenience  and  expence,  but  fometimes  alfo  with  the 
lofs  of  a  confiderable  part  of  their  flocks,  owing  to  the  diflBcul« 
ty  of  driving  them  through  the  deep  fnow,  and  the  weak  and 
reduced  condition  in  which  the  animals  generally  were  before 
their  OMCners  had  recourfe  to  this  expedient. 

The  introduftion  of  the  ufe  of  lime  as  a  manure  has  been 
of  great  benefit  to  the  arable  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Very  confiderable  crops  of  oats,  barley  and  peafe  have  by  means 

thereof 
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thereof  been  raifed  from  land  which  in  its  natural  ftate  was  of 
little  or  no  value.     And  it  has  not  only  the  efFe£l  of  occafion- 
ing  a  more  luxuriant  and  plentiful,  but  alfo  a  much  earlier 
crop ;  a  circumftance  of  great  importance  in  a  hilly  country 
like  this»  where  the  harveil  is  commonly  late,  and  the  grain 
in  danger  of  being  injured  by  the  froft  before  it  comes  to  ma- 
turity.  Another  advantage  refuking  from  it  is,  that  it  is  pecu- 
liarly favourable  to  the  growth  of  clover.*  Nay,  in  this  cold  cli- 
xnate,  it  is  abfolutely  eflential  to  its  vegetation.  For  it  has  been 
found  by  various  trials,  that  even  on  the  bed  and  moil  fertile 
fpots  in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  is  impoflible  to  raife  this 
ufeful  plant  without  the  aid  of  lime;  whereas,  by  employing 
this  manure,  the  word  of  the  arable  land  may  be  made  to  pro« 
duce  it.     And  it  is  a  circumftance  worthy  of  obfcrvation,  that 
fo  great  is  the  efficacy*of  lime  for  promoting  its  vegetation, 
that,  by  laying  a  quantity  of  it  on  the  furface  of  the  mod  un* 
cultivated  ground,  it  caufes  white  clover  to  fpring  fponta* 
neoufly.     This  circumftance  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  there 
have  been  many  accidental  inftanccs  of  this  cfFcft  of  lime  in 
the  midft  of  the  wildeft  moors,  by  ihe  breaking  down  or  over- 
turning of  the  carts  employed  in  carrying  it :  And  that  too, 
at  fo  great  diftance  from  any  other  lands  where  this  plant  u- 
fually  grows,  as  renders  it  difficult  to  account  how  the  kti 
could  have  been  conveyed ;  and  yet  repeated  experience  has 
ihewn  that  lime  laid  on  fuch  land,  whether  by  deHgn  or  acci- 
dent, has  uniformly  had  the  effed  of  dcftroying  the  heath  or  bent, 
and  occafioning  the  vegetation  of  white  clover,  in  great  abun- 
dance. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  obferve,  that  notwithftanding  the 
tendency  which  lime  has  to  meliorate  the  foil,  yet  a  con(idera< 
hie  part  of  the  arable  ground  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  p.i- 
riflies  has  been  much  injured  by  the  improper  ui'c  of  it,  or  ra- 
ther 
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tfaer  by  the  injudicious  management  of  the  land  afitcr  bflxig 
that  ufeful  manure  upon  it.  For  althoughf  of  all  the  calcareous 
Aianures»  lime  is  unqueftionably  the  beft,  yet  as  it  aAs  rather 
as  a  ftimulus  than  a  fubftantial  manure^  and  caufes  the  land  to 
make  its  greateft  exertions  in  the  way  of  vegetationp  it  bas  a 
tendency  to  exhauft  the  foil,  if  not  cropped  with  caottoo. 
"When  it  was  firft  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the  lands  of 
this  pari(h,  little  attention  was  paid  to  this  circumftance.  The 
difficulty  of  driving  lime  at  the  diftance  of  i6  or  17  miles 
through  very  bad  roads,  induced  the  farmers  to  take  as  many 
crops  as  the  land  would  yield,  to  refund  them  for  their  cxpence 
and  trouble.  Andby  thefe  mcans'after  taking  eight  or  nine  crops 
of  oats  fucceflively,  it  was  commonly  left  in  a  ftate  of  total 
fterility,  incapable  of  producing  either  grafs  or  com.  This 
pernicious  pradice  is  now  in  a  great  meafure  laid  afide  ;  and 
the  generality  of  the  faroiers'difcover  equal  (kill  and  caution  both 
in  the  mode  of  managing  and  cropping  the  lands  which  they 
improve  with  lime,  and  alfo  in  the  means  which  they  ule  for 
recovering  what  had  formerly  been  impoveriflied  by  over-crop- 
ping. 

Horfes^  Cattle,  and  Sheep. — ^Thcre  are  about  30  borfes,  200 
black  cattle,  and  3500  flieep  in  the  pari(h.  The  horfes  are  all 
kept  for  the  purpofes  of  hulbandry.  There  are  few  bred  in  the 
parifli,  and  none  at  all  for  fale.  The  cattle  are  but  of  a  fn:aU 
kind  i  are  bred  for  fale,  and  bring  from  L.4 :  10  to  L.  5  :5 
a  head  when  three  years  old.  The  (hecp,  which  are  of  the 
fmail  black  faced  kind,  are  fold  lean  after  they  are  three  years 
old.  The  average  price  for  fomc  years  pad  is  from  9  to  10 
guineas  the  fcore.  The  farmers  fcem  to  think  that  this  kind  of 
iheep  is  mod  fuitable  to  the  pafture,  and  have  on  that  account 
made  no  attempts  to  improve  the  breed*  They  carry  a  coarfe 
I  kind 
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kind  of  wool  i  it  is  all  laid  with  tar,  and  has  for  fome  years 
paft  fold  from  9s*  to  los.  6d.  per  (lone 


.  # 


Mifcellaneous  0^/ervathm* — ^The  ralue  of  the  living,  inclu- 
ding the  glebe,  is  fcarcely  L«  50  a  year.  The  ftipend  is  only 
JL*  36 :  19 :  5  The  glebe  confifts  of  about  fifteen  Englilh 
acres,  mod  of  it  tolerably  good  land*  It  has  of  late  been  much 
injured  by  the  inundations  of  the  Whitewater,  which  has  con- 
fiderably  diminiflied  its  ralne.  The  church  was  built  in  1 739. 
The  manfe  fome  years  earlier.  They  have  both  been  lately 
repaired.   The  patron  is  Charles  Watfon  Efqr.  of  Saughton  f. 

Vol.  VI.  3  K  As 

•  The  wages  of  male  ienrants ,  who  get  their  hoard  in  the  houfe,  ar?  from 
JL.  6  to  L.  7  a  year,  and  female  ferrants  from  I>.  3  to  L.  4.  Serrants  who 
have  families^  and  keep  honfef  of  their  own,  receive  a  certain  quantity  of 
meal  or  giain,  have  To  many  (heep  grazed,  are  allowed  to  keep  a  cow,  have 
their  fuel  brought  home,  and  feveral  other  perquifitei ;  the  value  of  which  may 
amount  to  about  L.  13  or  L.  14.  The  wages  of  a  labourer  by  the  day  is  is.  in 
fummer,  and  lod.  in  winter ;  except  in  hay  time  and  harveft,  when  they  re- 
ceive confiderably  more.  The  wages  of  women,  ibr  weeding  turnips,  pota  • 
toes,  &c.  is  jd.  per  day. 

f  In  diflTerent  parts  of  the  pafi(h  are  traces  of  feveral  antient  encampments, 
though  none  of  them  appear  to  have  been  of  any  confidesable  extent.  They 
are  £6  much  eflaced,  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  diftinguifli  of  what  kind  they  have 
been.— Cranfluws  caftle,  the  property  of  Mr.  Watfon  of  Saughton,  is  an  ob- 
long fquare  of  40  feet  by  ^4.  The  waUs  are  45  feet  high,  and  it  has  a  battle- 
ment on  the  top.  It  is  a  very  antient  building,  and  before  the  union  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  had  been  ufed  as  a  place  of  defence,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of 
this  part  of  the  country  were  accuftomed  to  retreat,  upon  fudden  incnrfions  of 
the  Enj^ih  borderers.  There  are  in  many  of  the  neighbouring-  parilbes  the 
remains  and  ruins  of  fimilar  edifices,  bat  this  is  the  only  one  in  this  part  of 
the  country  that  is  ftill  entire.  It  has  been  lately  repaired  by  iu  prefent  pro- 
prietor, and  is  occupied  by  him  as  a  dwelling  houfe,  when  he  vifits  this  part 
of  his  eilate. 

On  a  hill,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  parUh,  are  two  heaps  of  ftones  of  an  im- 
mexfc  iiie,  etch  containing,  as  is  fuppofed*  many  thouiand  carts-load.     A 

tiaditiea 
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I 
As  the  planting  and  raifing  of  wood  is  oFthe  greateft  irapor- 

tance  to  the  country  aa  general,  fo  it  would  in  this  and  the 
neighboarbg  pariOies  be  particularly  beneficial  to  landholikrs 
and  tenants,  not  only  as  being  the  bcft  mode  of  cmployiog 
wade  land,  but  Itkewife  from  the  (heker  it  coold  aford,  if 
judicioufly  laid  out,  in  furrounding  the  valuable  fields  chat  are 
already,  or  may  yet  be,  ioiproTed  for  raifing  com  and  hay.  Bat 
the  greateft  advantage  arifing  fcom  it  would  be  the  ifaeltcr  it 
would  afibrd  to  the  flocks  of  (beep  in  winter.  Many  farmen 
in  this  part  of  the  country  have  in  one  night  loft  a  third,  and 
ibmetimesnear  the  half,  of  their  (heep  by  a  heavy  fall  of  fiaov. 
The  efficacy  of  planting  for  preventing  lofles  of  this  kind  is 
well  known  to  all  (lore  farmers.  The  fiiortneis,  however,  of 
leafes  in  general  gives  little  encouragement  to  the  tenant  to 
Taife  wood  for  this  purpoTc  at  his  own  expeace,  becaufe  befnt 
))e  could  derive  much  benefit  from  it,  his  leafe  wotrid  expirr. 
It  may  therefore  be  fuggefted  as  an  obje£i  worthy  the  attendon 
of  proprietors  in  this  part  of  the  country,  as  they  muft  ultimate- 
ly be  the  gainers  by  an  improvement  of  thii^  kind,  not  only  oq 
account  of  its  greatly  inhancing  the  value  of  their  faraas,  free 
the  fecurity  which  it  would  aifc^  to  the  tenant  for  the  fa£rty 
of  his  (heep  in  winter,  but  like  wife  from  the  vahie  of  the  wood 
Itfelf  i  the  foil,  as  appears  from  experiments  that  have  alreadr 
4Men  made,  being  very  favocnrable  to  the  raifing  of  different  kiods 

of  timber. 
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tradhloa  has  \an%  prevailed,  that  they  bad  been  coOeAecl  toother  to  com- 
memorate the  death  of  two  twin  brothers  who  fell  in  battle,  when  they  woe 
commanding  oppoHte  armies,  and  from  thence  the  hill  on  which  tbeie  pSei 
are  creAed,  obtained  the  name  of  Twinlaw.  Upon  a  tradition  of  this  kim!, 
unfnpported  by  accounts  from  hiftory  little  dependence  can  l>e  pat,  dpcdaBy 
as  it  is  entirely  filent  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  perfons  a^nd  the  time 
when  the  tranfa^on  happened.  It  is  probable,  however,  th&t  ibmethis^ 
ftemorable  had  happened  at  that  place ;  as  it  was  cuflomary  for  the  antients 
to  adopt  this  mode  of  ttunfmittlng  to  pofterity  thcfetaembrance  of  CTcnts  thc^ 
Vniidertd  important  or  remarkable. 
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NUMBER     XLVIL 

PARISH    OF   SANQUHAR. 

(presbytery  of  penpont,  synod  and  county  of 
dumfries.) 

Bj  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Rad^cen.' 


TowfUf  and  Mani^achtres. 

IN  the  objc^is  of  our  refearch,  when  we  cannot  arrive  at 
intuitive  clearnefs  or  abfolute  certainty,  we  muft  reft  fa- 
dsfied  with  the  higheft  attainable  probability.  The  modem 
name  of  this  parifh  is  Sanquhar ;  but  it  approaches  almoft  to 
ceruinty,  that  the  antient  was  Sanch-C;ir  (or  Caer)  from  the 
Celtic ;  the  firft  fyllable  fignifying  in  that  language  Ratifier 
with  the  touch,  and  the  lad,  a  town*.  It  is  highly  probable^ 
admitting  this  etymology,  that  the  name  has  a  ftrikingallufion 
to  the  antient  formulary  of  confecration,  which  was  rehearfed| 
or  rather  fung.  and  thereupon  the  prefiding  perfon  of  the  po« 
pular  aflemUy  touched  with  a  wand^  a  facred  bough,  or  fcep- 

3  K  2  trc, 

*  See  a  Icamed  sttempt  to  retrieve  the  aadent  Celtic^  the  aaslytk  n»» 
thod,  or  rcdu^on  to  nuiicali* 
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tT€»  either  the  thing  itfelf,or  whatcTcr  was  toreprefentthe  diing, 
the  perfon,  or  che  aA  of  the  aflembly.  This  ceremony  wu 
followed  by  that  of  the  ratifying  touch,  or  with  a  touch  giving 
foUdity  or  integrity  to  the  public  refolution.<^^  Sanquhar  was 
eredled  into  a  burgh  of  barony  in  I484»  prior  to  which  period, 
it  had  been  a  burgh  of  the  fame  kind,  from  time  imroeiDoriaL 
At  the  inftance  of  Robert  Crichton,  Lord  of  Sanquhar,  it 
was  ere Aed  into  a  royalty,  in  1596,  by  King  James  VL  It 
Hands  27  miles  diftant  from  Dumfries  in  the  fouthem,  and 
33  miles  from  Ayr  in  the  weflem  diredion,  being  both  ways 
nearly  equididant  from  the  fea.  It  has  only  one  principal 
ilreet,  and  is  about  t  of  a  mile  in  length.  It  is  governed  by 
a  provoft,  a  dean  of  Guild,  three  bailies,  a  treafurer,  and  ele- 
ven counfellorst  The  grofs  revenue  of  the  burgh,  at  prefent, 
fcarcely  amounts  to  L.  50  per  antium*  It  has  indeed,  befidcs, 
a  commonty  of  confiderable  extent,  which,  from  its  being  in 
a  rude  uncultivated  ftate,  is  worth  only  about  I^  to  per  annum. 
—-^Sanquhar  is  apparently  increaGng  in  population  ;  but  as 
no  reglfter  has  been  kept,  it  is  impoflible  to  afccrrain  with 
what  degree  of  rapidity.  Knitting  of  dockings  was  fiormcriy 
a  confiderable  branch  of  manufaAure  in  the  burgh,  by  which 
a  number  of  the  lower  clafs  were  decently  fupported*  To 
invigorate  the  fpiri(  of  induftry,  and  to  reward  its  exertions, 
^he  late  patriotic  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  and  the  tniftees  for 
the  encouragement  of  manufa£lures>  gave  annually  a  premium 
of  If  40  each,  to  be  dirided  in  part  to  thofe  employed  in 
thi3  branch  in  Sanquhar ;  and  in  part,  to  thofe  employed  in  a* 
ny  other  ufeful  manufa£lurf  s  within  the  bounds  of  the  prefby- 
tery.  But  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  American  war»  whicb^ 
for  a  time,  ihut  up  the  commercial  intcrcourfe  with  this  couo. 
try,  this  branch  received  a  fatal  blow,  becaufe  the  (lockings  mz- 
nufa£tured  here,  were  chiefly  exported  ta  Virginia.  They 
were  moftly  of  a  coarfe  quality ;  though  fome  of  them  were 

fa 
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fo  fine  as  to  be  drawn  through  a  ring  for  the  finger,  and  fo 
much  admired,  that  they  have  been  worn  by  the  prefenc 
heir  apparent  to  the  Crown.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  im- 
portance and  extent  of  this  branch,  one  pcrfon  in  Sanquhar 
for  a  number  of  years,  fent  to  a  fingle  houfe  in  Ghfgow  4800 
pair  of  (lockings  annually.  This  manufacture  is  dill  carried 
on^  but  feebly^  and  on  a  much  narrower  fcale  than  formerly. 

ExtentfSurfacff  Soil,  {sfr.'— Thefparifli  ftretches  from  N.  to  S. 
about  15  miles,  and  from  E.  to  W.  about  9  or  10.  Its  figure  is 
very  irregular.  It  was  originally  of  great  extent,  and  was  much 
enlarged,  about  the  year  1 730,  by  the  annexation  of  a  very  con- 
fiderable  part  of  Kirk-bride,  which  was  fupprefled  about  that 
period.   It  may,  widi  propriety,  be  ftiled  the  eye  of  the  coun^ 
ty,  from  its  (landing  near  the  head  of  it,  to  which  there  is  a 
gradual  elcYation  from  the  fea,  on  the  fouthern  dire6lion,  of 
almoft  3000  feet.*— The  general  face  of  the  pari(h  is  extreme- 
ly  rugged  and  uneven,  and  may  be  called  an  Highland  coun- 
try.    Within  it  is  part  of  that  high  tra£l,  known  by  the  name 
of  the.  Lowthers  or  Lothiers,  generally  reckoned  amongft  the 
higheft  land  in  Scotland.    Thefe  hills  are  bleak  and  barren 
on  the  furface,  but  contain  immenfe  riches  in  their  bowels* 
Bcfides  thefe,  more  than  one  half  of  the  parifh  confifts  of  high 
hills,  (bme  of  which  are  green,  others  covered  with  heath. 
Some  rife  gradually  from  the  bare,  others  with  uncommon 
boldnefs  and  majefty ;  fome  are  of  a  conical,  others  of  an  el- 
liptic fprm.  From  their  fummits  in  the  fummer  months,  there 
is  a  profped,  that  dazzles  and  overpowers  the  eye.    The  foil^ 
at  the  foot  of  thefe  hills,  is  partly  mofs,  and  partly  clay,  but 
in  many  places,  when  oats  are  fown,  the  want  of  a  fouthern 
expofure  and  the  fpungy  nature  of  the  ground  occafion  a  fate 
and  precarious  harveft.    The  exhalations  which  arife  from  the 
rivers^  and  frojn  the  wet  and  mar(hy  grounds^  fall  down  ia 
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iKKir  Jrofte,  and  are  very  penuctous  to  every  kind  of  grmki,  be- 
fore  it  conies  to  a  proper  confiftency.  Were  the  climatCy  how* 
ever»  anfwerablc  to  the  foilj  there  is  no  doobt,  tkat  czceUcnt 
crops  might  be  raifed  in  many  places*  which  the  bulbandnan 
has  never  yet  attempted  to  cultivate-    The  S.  W»  end  of  the 
parifl)  is  of  a  light  gravcliih  foil»  vrhich  in  dry  feafons  pro- 
ducts only  a  moderate  crop,  bat  with  geotk  Ihowers  in  April 
and  May  yields  abundantly }  and  has  this  advantage  above  eve- 
ry other  part  of  the  pariihi  that  the  crop  is  earlier  ripe,  and 
earlier  in  the  barn- yard.     About  the  center  of  the  parifli  the 
fell  isdeeper, particularly  the  holm  land  on  the  banksof  the  Nith, 
which  though  it  cannot  be  called  a  rich  loam,  produces  excel* 
Ic  Atcrops,  wi(h  the  aflidance.of  lime  or  dung*  It  is  but  of  late  years 
that  the  farmers  generally  began  to  ufe  the  former  for  the  im« 
provemcnt  of  their  land,  to  which  iliey  feem  to  have  been  in* 
duced  by  obferving  its  good  cfieds  on  the  farms  of  feme  indivi* 
duals,  who  had  made  the  experiment  before  them.  Rcafeoiog 
may  drive  men  to  filcnce,  but  it  is  only  the  experience  of  a  new 
and  better  ry(\em  of  farming,  that  will  lead  them  from  the  old* 
The  lime  ufed  in  this  parilh  is  brought  from  Corfon  Con,  a  hill 
which  is  the  boundary  betwixt  this  county  and  Ayrflitre,  sit 
the  diddnce  of  i  o  and  1 2  miles,  and  the  price  at  the  quarry  is  3d. 
per  Winchedei  buihel.  A  fingle  horfe  and  cart  generally  brings 
12  or  14  buQiels,  which  is  a  fufficient  load,  as  the  road  is 
in  fome  places  deep,  and  not  in  the  bed  repair.    The  land,  in 
general,  is  much  better  adapted  to  the  breeding  and  feeding 
of  (heep  and  black  cattle,  than  to  raifing  of  grain.     The  grain 
commonly  (own  is  oats,  barley,  or  rather  bear,  fome  few  peafe 
and  turnips.  Rye*grafs  feeds  and  clover  are  not  fewn,  but  on* 
ly  upon  fome  fpots  of  the  beft  land  around  the  burgh,  and  near 
the  banks  of  the  Nith.    Potatoes  are  generally  jdanted,  and 
form  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  fubfiftcnoe  of  the  poor, 
there  being  but  a  very  iacoafiderable  part  of  the  Uod  under 

tillage. 
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tillage.  The  whole  grain  nifed  in  the  pari(h  is  not  fufficient 
to  fupply  the  inhabitants  one  half  of  the  year,  as  there  is  noty 
at  an  averages  more  than  6co  or  700  acres  under  the  plough. 
There  is  an  annual  fupply  of,meal  imported  fiomDumfriesmar- 
\Ai  and  the  lower  parts  of  the  county  *• 

Population.-^^o  regifler  having  been  kept  of  the  population 
of  the  pari(h|  mud  render  this  part  of  the  hiftory  very' 
defe^ivef.  /fhe  population  in  17559  as  returned  to  Dr. 
Webfter^  was  1998  fouls.  From  an  enumeration  made  by 
the  prefent  incumbent  in  17^6,  there  were  found  to  be  2600, 

young 

*  From  the  delcription  already  giren  of  the  extent  and  general  face  of  tbe 
rMirifh,  it  is  evident,  that  there  muft  be  great  divcriities  of  climate.  This  isio 
oiuch  the  cafe,  that  in  winter,  people  in  the  £.  and  N.  ends  of  the  parilh  af« 
often  diTeiting  thcmielTes  with  tlte  curling  Aone,  while  the  farmers  in  the 

fouth  end  and  center  are  pbughing  their  bnd: ^Though  this  may  Teem  to 

cany  in  it  the  air  of  romance,  this  is  eafily  difpclled  by  this  /logle  addition, 
that  there  is  at  lead  in  elevation  of  looo  feet  from  the  center  to  the  caftem 
extremity  of  the  parilh.  Notwithftanding  this  diverfity  of  climate,  there  are 
:iio  peculiar  diftaies.  The  moft  freqacat  are  oompbints  in  the  Aomach,  Oow 
fevers,  the  rheiimatirm,  and  nervous  diforders.  And.thefe  ase  more  frequent 
in  the  burgh  than  in  the  country  part  of  the  pari(h.  Agues  fcldom  appear. 
The  imall-pox  formerly  uied  to  carry  olT  great  numbers  of  children,  as  well  as 
of  adult  peribns.  But  the  prejudices  of  the  people  againft  inoculation  are  now, 
in  a  great  neafure,  eradicated,  and  this  mode  begins  generally  to  be  adopted 
-and  as  generally  with  iticcfift. 

^  Soon  after  the  ordination  of  the  ptdcnt  incombcnt',  he  defiivd  the  fcfaool- 
mafter  to  begin  a  regifter  for  births,  and  proposed,  for  his  encouragement,  to 
«oUe£l  fixpcnce  from  every  parent  who  came  to  obtain  baptifm  for  a  child. 
This  bcing^n  innovation,  the  multitude  diiliked  it,  on  account  of  the  fixpcnce, 
and  many  rcfufed  to  regiftrate  the  names  of  their  children  for  that  rcafon.  But 
by  pcrfevering,  and  pointing  out  the  propriety  of  the  plan,  thofe  of  the  e(fai« 
biiihed  church  now  reg! (Irate  univeriaUy.  The  feceders,  however,  do  not  ia 
Itrt  the  names  of  thoir  children  in  the  public  regider. 
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young  and  old*— -The  increatfe  is  crident,  and  muft  be  attri- 
buted principally  to  the  fuccels  of  the  lead  and  coal  niinesj  to 
pendicles  of  farms  bebg  fubfet  by  the  tenants  to  fuch  as  are 
employed  in  leading  coals  to  Wadlock-head,  andLeadhills,  and 
to  the  infant  eftabliOiment  of  a  carpet  manufadory.  The  fuc- 
ceis  attending  the  inoculation  of  cMldren,  and  the  improyed  mode 
ofliTing  and  deanlinefs  among  the  people^.are  likewife  among  the 
caufesof  the  mcreafed  population.  The  annual  ayerage  of  births 
is  50»  exclufive  of  the  populous  village  of  Wanlock-head  (which 
contains  about  the  third  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifli),  and 
of  the  children  of  Seceders*  The  annual  average  of  births  in 
this  village,  and  of  Seceders,  may  at  lead  be  calculated  to  be  20, 

makifig  the  fum  total  of  births  annually  in  the  parifh  70. 

* 

HeriUrif  Rent,  CsV*— The  whole  parifli  (excepting  fome 
froall  properties  near  the  burgh)  is  divided  betwixt  the  Duke 
of  Queeniberry  and  Lord  EUiock,  the  former  having  by  far  the 
greateft  (hare.  The  total  rental  of  the  pari(h,  cxcluGve  of  the 
burgh,  fome  fpots  of  land  about  it,  and  what  may  arlfe  from 
Wanlock-head  mines,  is  about  L.  2500  per  annum* 

The  number  of  (beep  is  computed  to  be  18000  or  20000; 
of  horfes  1 79 ;  and  of  black  cattle  760. — The  (hort  black*faced 
flieepjthe  old  refidenters  of  this  country^arefound  by  experience 
beft  fuited  to  this  particular  diftri£t.  Attempts  have  been 
made  to  introduce  the  white-faced  long  bodied  (beep  from  the 
call  country,  and  the  Bakewell  breed,  but  without  fuccef$« 
The  intelligent  ftore*  mailer  faw  and  lamented,  that  though  he 
could  introduce  thefe  kinds  of  (beep,  he  could  not  bring  the 
foil  and  climate  neceflary  to  make  them  thrive.  The  common 
fenfe  of  mankind  admits  this  general  principle,  that  it  is  con« 
trary  to  the  nature  of  every  tribe  of  animals,  to  bring  them  from 
a  better  to  a  worfe  foil.  And  with  refpefl  to  the  white- faced 
fheep,  in  particular,  the  delicacy  of  their  oaturci  the  coarfe- 
2  nels 
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tiefe  of  the  paftare  and  the  height  of  the  walk  are  infuperable 
difficulties  to  their  fucceeding*,  not  merely  in  die  opinion^ 
but  in  the  experience  of  the  ftar&<iiiafters»  It  may  with  pro- 
priety be  added  under  this  head,  that  the  rains  which  are 
drawn  out  of  the  Atlantic,  being  formed  into  clouds,  and  dri** 
ven  thusiar  by  the  W*  andS.  W«  winds,  are  actradied  and 
broken  by  the  high  hills  in  the  pariih.  And  at  thefe  are  the 
points  from' whence  the  moft  frequent  and  the  (Irongeft  winda 
blow,  fO|  from  the  elevation  of  the  hills,  there  are  here  more 
frequent  and  heavy  rains  than  in  that  part  of  the  country  which 
lies  more  towards  the  eaft.  Thefe  heavy  rains  waih  off  part 
of' the  foil,  and  are  injurious  to  (heep,  in  general,  and  parti« 
cularly  to  the  white*faced  fort,  which  are  found  from  the  txi* 
als  that  have  been  made,  to  pine  away  into  a  meagre^  filly  race» 
exciting  the  pity  and  difappointing  the  hopes^  the  ftore*maf« 
ter.  And  as  the  native  iheep  of  thefe  high  lands  are  in  general 
very  healthy,  and  fatten  on  their  natural  pafture  to  10  and  I2| 
and  even  14  lb.  per  quarter,  it  is  pot  likely  that  any  new  ex* 
periments  to  change  them  for  a  different  breed  will  haftily 
be  made,  as  every  experiment  of  this  kind  is  attended  with 
rifque.  It  is  the  general  pra£lice  of  the  country  to  falve  or 
fmear  the  (heep,  which  the  ftore-mafters  univerfally  allow 
both  improves  the  quality  and  increafes  the  quantity  of  the 
wool.  It  ferves  to  make  the  wool  adhere  more  clofely  to  the 
body  of  the  flieep,  and  fortifies  them  againft  the  pernicious 
influence. of  the  ftorms  of  the  winter.  It  ferves  alfo  as  a  de« 
fence  againft  the  attacks  of  vermin*  When  this  is  ommitced* 
as  it  has  been,  by  way  of  experiment,  with  a  few  (heep,  ia 
good  condition  and  on  the  bcft  pafture,  the  animals  indeed 
furvived,  but  the  wool  grew  fo  coarfe  and  ihaggy,  that  it 
might  with  mqre  propriety  be  calledhair.  The  climate  and  height 
of  the  walk  ieem  to  regulate  the  quantity  of  falve  neceff^ry  for 
the  pr efcTvatton  and  defence  of  the  (heep»  It  is  applied  in  larger 
Vol.  VI.  3  L  portions 
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portions  to  the  Iheep  of  this  parifli  and  neighbourhood  than 
to  thofc  in  mod  other  places,  where  the  land  lies  lower,  bcx« 
ter  iheltcred,  and  the  climate  warmer.  It  was  formerly  an 
error  of  the  ftore-mafters  to  overftock  their  farms.  This  now 
begins  to  be  redificd,  though  in  fome  degree  it  ftill 
prevails*  It  alfo  begins  to  be  the  pradice  of  fome  of  thefe 
mafters  to  waffli  their  (heep  before  (hearing  \  but  it  is  a  pro* 
blem  not  yet  fblred,  whether  the  additional  price  which  they 
receive  for  wool  made  lighter  by  wafliin^,  will  be  cquivakot 
or  more  than  what  they  were  accuftomed  to  receive  for  wool 
unwaflied  and  full  of  falve.  The  average  prices  of  (heep  may 
be  thus  ftatcd.  Three  year  old  wedders  fell  from  L.  1 1  to  L.  i  a 
per  fcore.  Heavy  ewes,  which  generally  go  off  in  the  fpring  to 
the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh  to  be  fattened  for  the  market,  from 
L«  8  to  L.  9  per  Ibore.  And  when  they  are  kept  to  the  latter 
end  of  the  (eafon ;  via.  about  Michaelmafs,  from  L.  6  to  L.  7 
per  fcortf.  Lambs  from  L.  4 :  10  to  L.  5  per  do.  The  medi* 
urn'  price  of  wool,  for  fome  years  paft,  may  be  dated  at  L,  3  :  5$, 
per  pack  \  6,  7,  or  8  fleeces  go  to  the  (lone,  and  if  wa(hed  8 
or  9*. 

Rivers^ 

*  Ai  the  price  of  provifions,  cfpecbUy  of  grain,  meal  and  potatoes,  dqieads 
in  a  great  mcafurc,  upon  the  plenty  and  fcarcity  of  thefe  articles,  they  are  not 
fixed  by  any  particular  ftandard.  The  price  of  meal  is  from  is.  6d.  to  as.  per 
ftone-  Of  barley  from  is*  4d.  to  3s.  Wincheiler  buiheL  Oats  from  as.  to  a& 
6d.  per  do.  Beef  and  mutton,  iu  the  beginning  of  the  feafbn  4d.  aiteiwaids 
'^  id.  and  3d.  per  lib.  Hens  from  6d.  to  Sd.  a  piece ;  eggs  from  ^^d.  to  3  jd. 
per  doxen.  A  btef  cow  from  L.  6  to  L.  7  The  price  Tarics  in  proportion  to 
the  fatbefs  and  weight.^The  wages  of  men-fenranU  about  the  year  1760 
were  L.  1 :  xos.  p*r  onnumv,  and  L.  3  was  the  maximum.  The  wages  of  female 
forvants  about  the  fame  period  were  L.  I  :  i5S,and;L.  I  :  los.  /*r  ammmm.  Now 
the  former  are  from  L.  7  to  L.  8  and  L.  9 ;  the  Utter  from  L.  3  to  L.  4  /rr  m- 
inmt.  The  wages  of  handycraftTmen,  of  every  defcription,  are  likewifc  in> 
crcafcd  in  the  iame  proportion.    If  the  uages  of  ierrants  ought  to  keep  pace 

with 
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Rivers^  and  Ft/heries.^^The  Nirth  bifefls  the  parifti  from 
the  upper  to  the  lower  extremity.  It  runs  about  18  or  20 
miles  before  it  reaches  Sanquhar,  takes  various  ferpentine  di* 
TcAions,  and  at  iaft  empties  itfelf  into  Solway  firth.  It  ap- 
pears in  dry  fummer  weather  only  a  fmall  rivulet,  but,  when 
rains  fall  abundantly,  it  fwells  into  an  obje£l  of  grandetir  and 
terror,  and  by  the  rapidity  of  its  current  furionfly  tears  up  its 
banks,  and  fweeps  them  away.  They  who  are  fituated  near 
this  river  often  fudatn  great  injury  from  it,  when  in  its  majef- 
ty,  and  like  an  ufurper,  it  never  reftores  what  it  violently 
takes  away.  The  Killo,  Crawick,  Yochin,  Mennoch  an^ 
Wanlock  are  rivulets  of  confiderable  magnitude.  The  Nith 
abounds  in  falmon,  though  few  of  them  reach  fo  high  as  San- 
quhar, owing  to  the  many  obftrudions  they  meet  with  by  the* 
-way.  All  the  rivulets  yield  very  fine  trout  In  the  feafon, 
though  not  in  great  abundance,  the  Wanlock  only  excepted, 
in  which  no  fiih  can  live  by  reafon  of  the  pernicious  qualities 
of  the  lead  ore,  which  is  wafhed  in  it.  There  are  four  bridges 
in  the  parifh,  one  over  the  Nith,  two  over  Mennoch,  and  one 
over  Crawick. 

3  L  2  Poor, 


vrith  the  influx  of  wealth,  the  imprOTement  of  land,  and  the  introdvOton  of 
manufa^ret,  a  principle  which  ieems  founded  in  reaibn  and  equity,  and  if 
the  bflux  of  wealth  depends  in  a  great  mcafure  on  the  improvements  of  land 
and  the  fknirifliing  ftate  of  manufa^rcs,  there  is  here  no  jnd  proportion  be- 
twixt the  wages  of  fcnrants,  and  thefe  two  fources  of  wealth  ;  the  former 
having  rifen  to  an  enormous  pitch,  while  the  latter  are  only  in  a  (late  of  in- 
fancy. Admitting  the  principle,  however,  on  the  ground  of  equity,  that 
ferrants  wages  ought  to  rife  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  a  country,  the 
fame  principle  ought  certainly  to  extend  nnivcrfally  to  all  other  defcriptiom 
•of  men  in  the  various  departments  of  life.  This  appes^s  neceflary  to  the  very 
cxi/lence  and  prefcrvation  of  civil  fociety,  that  the  various  orders  of  men  mav 
sot  jnfUe  one  another,  but  keep  their  proper  ranks. 
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Ppot^  snd  &i0eJ[r.— The  poor  natutally  bdoDging  to  the  pa- 
ritti,  who  receive  occafional  fuppliest  are  not  rctf  mtmcrotts 
in  proportion  to  the  inhabitants.    The  number  on  die  roll  is 
35*     lliere  has  as  yet  been  no  occafion  for  a  kgal  aficffinent 
to  fupport  them.    They  are  maintained  by  the  piri>lic  colkc- 
tions  at  the  chorch,  by  the  intoreil  of  a  fmall  iwad  Ured  out  of 
the  former  contributionsi  by  an  annual  gratuity  frott  the  Ddce 
of  Queenftierry,  by  money  ariGng  from  penalties,  mort-^lodis, 
&€•    The  people  ^Uingly  contribute  to  the  rcfief  of  their 
own  poor,  and  are  by  no  means  deficient  in  charity.  But  tfaeie 
Is  no  particular  dtftri£l  of  the  country  more  infefted  than  this 
with  ihoals  of  foreiga  beggars.    And  as  there  is  no  <xftain 
criterion  by  which  to  diftinguUh  the  feeming  from  the  real 
objeft  of  charity,  it  often  happens  diat  thofe  belonging,  to  the 
format  tribe,  by  fly  addrefs,  and  by  telling  fome  fbange  tale 
of  woe,  impofe  upon  the  fimple,  and  obtain  ihat  which  ou^t 
to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  native  poor,  and  having  ob- 
tained it,  riot  in  the  fpoils.  It  would  be  worthy  of  the  wifilom 
of  thofe  who  fit  at  die  helm,  and  direA  the  police  of  tbecoun- 
try,  to  adopt  fome  effe£iual  regulations  for  the  fuppveflion  of 
this  growing  evil.^-There  is  an  eftabliflied  public  fchool  in  the 
town  of  Sanquhar,  and,  which  is  a  fingular  felicity^  fumifb- 
ed  with  an  excellent  teacher,  well  qualified  in  every  refped, 
to  inftruA  the- youth  in  the  art  of  penmanihip,  arithmetic  and 
all  the  necefTary  branches  of  claifical  education^    The  falary 
and  other  emoluments  amount  to  about  L.  40  per  annum. 
Writing  and  arithmetic  are  taught  at  2S.  and  Latin^and  Greek 
at  as*  6d.  per  quarter.     The  charader  and  abilities  of  the 
teacher  render  Sanquhar  an  eligible  fpot  for  the  education  of 
thofe  who  are  deftined  to  fill  the  higher  ranks  of  life.    Be* 
fides  the  public,  there  is  alfo  in  Sanquhar  a  private  fchool, 
in  which  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic   are    taught,  but 
it  h<i$  no  fixed  falary.  There  are  at  a  medium,  about  6ofcho- 
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lars  at  the  public*  and  about  30  at  the  private  fchooK  There 
is  likcttiii:  a  fchool  at  Waolock-head  ^. 

Ecckjiafticed  SiaU. ^The  church  13  remarkable  for  nothing 

but  its  antiquity,  fizej  and  difproportion. It  is  in  a  mod 

ruinous  condition.  There  are  no  records,  nor  fo  much  as  a- 
ny  tradition  when  it  was  firft  built.  From  fome  ftoties  of 
Gothic  arehitefture  in  the  waiis^  it  appears  to  be  of  remote  an- 
tiquity. It  is  certain  that  it  was  a  place  for  worfhip,  in  the 
rimes  of  Popery,  as  the  choir  is  ftiU  entire.  There  is  a  figure 
of  a  man,  as  large  as  the  life,  near  the  entrance  to  it,  cut  out 
in  (tone,  which  vulgar  tradition  calls  the  (aint  of  the  choir. 
The  manfe  was  built  about  the  year  1755.  The  Duke  of 
Queenflberry  is  patron.  The  ftipend  is  L.  105 : 1 1 :  i/^  be- 
fides  the  ^ebe.--*— The  great  extent  of  the  parifli  renders  the 
chargie  very  laborious  for  the  minifter,  and  very  inconvenient 
for  a  number  of  the  people.  There  is  an  ordained  clergyman 
who  preaches  and  difpenfes  the  ordinances  of  religion  to  the 
jniners  of  Wanlock-liead.  The  people,  in  general,  are  of 
the  cftabliihed  religidn.  There  are,  however,  a  few  Seceders 
of  the  Amibnrgfaer  profeiBon  in  the  parifli,  and  fewer  ftill  of 
the  M'Millanites.  The  firft  have  a  minifter  and  an  houfe 
for  worihip  in  the  totirn ;  the  laft  have  a  minifter  who  preach* 
C8  occafionaUy  in  the.  fields  near  Wanlock-head* 

jSfiif^iso/r.— Coab  is  found  In  abundance  in  this  diftrifl,  and 
in  the  adjaceht  parifb  of  Kirkconnel,  which  fupplies  a  wide 

traa 

*  Were  the  ippointments  of  fchoolinafteri  throughout  the  kingdom  aoy 
way  adequate  to  the  importance  of  their  truft,  there  would  be  men  of  liberal 
education  to  fuperintend  the  inllruflion  of  youth,  and  what  would  tend  more 
than  this  to  the  ciTsUzation  of  fociety,  and  to  the  forming  a  fure  bafis  for 
BBore  gciierat  tcfyeOMHtf  of  charaAer,  dpecially  in  the  humbler  walks  of 
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ttzSt  of  country.  It  is  wrought  in  &e  Duke  of  QueeniberT/s 
property.  There  is  a  fire  or  fteam  engine  latdj  ere£Led  ob 
a  new  con(lru£lion»  for  draining  the  mines,  the  invention  of 
Mr.  William  Symington,  a  young  man  of  great  mecfraniral 
powers.  For  this  engine,  he  has  obtained  a  patent  from  go* 
vernment.  This  mud  be  of  Gngular  adTantage,  as  it  will  en* 
:ible  the  manager  of  the  coal  works  to  carry  on  his  operatians 
to  a  greater  extent,  and  will  fumifli  the  community  with  the 
bed  coals,  which  are  found  to  lie  deepeft*  The  ftnta  in  the 
barony  of  Sanquhar  arc  6  miles  in  length,  on  each  fide  of  the 
Nith,  and  on  a  medium  half  a  mile  of  breadth.  The  range  of 
the  coal  feam  is  about  N.  W.  and  S.  £.  bounded  on  each  Cde 
by  the  common  blue  rock  of  the  country.  And  when  clear  of 
fteps  and  dykes,  which  frequently  occur  at  30  yards  diftaxKc, 
dips  one  foot  in  twelve,  to  the  N.  £•  by  N.  The  whole  of 
the  coalieries  belong  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Qaecfbciry, 
excepting  what  are  in  the  town  commonty,  and  in  fome  fpoes 
of  land  belonging  to  a  few  fmall  heritors  in  Sanquhar  and  its 
vicinity^  There  are  about  40  people  employed  in  the  works, 
and  for  any  thing  known  to  the  contrary,  they  havebeen  wxoogk 
for  centuries  pad,  though  not  fuccefsfully  as  of  late  years. 
The  rent  to  his  Grace  does  not  exceed  L.  50  /er  annum,  but 
as  a  confiderable  quantity  of  coals  are  ufed  in  his  mines,  and  ino» 
ther  parts  of  his  eftate,  the  tackfman  is  bound  to  fell  them  at 
2$^  lid.  per  ton,  on  the  coAl-hill.  There  has  not  yet  been 
dtfcorered  more  than  two  feams  of  workable  coal,  one  a- 
bout  4  feet  thick,  the  other  3  feet  8  inches*  In  fome  pLccs 
the  laft  feam  has  been  wrought  at  the  depth  of  23  fathoms 
from  the  fur  face;  in  others,  not  more  than  14  yards,  as  the 
fame  coal  is  thrown  up  by  a  large  dyke,  which  ranges  S.  E. 
and  N.  Wft  in  fome  places  12,  and  in  otiiers  36  feet  thick- 
It  (lands  nearly  perpendicular,  has  always  a  great  quantity  of 
white  fpar  in  icj   and  lead  ore  has  been  found  in  cutting 
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through  iU    This  dyke  may  be  diftin£lly  traced  at  the  for&ce 
fbr  a  mile  in  Ithgth.    There  are,  indeed,  dykes  met  with  run- 
ning in  different  dire£iions»  through  the  coal  (Irata,  fome  of 
whicli  9re  evidently  formed  by  fire,  confifting  moftly  of  vitri- 
fied matter.    The  fituacipn  of  the  coal  on  each  Gde  of  thefp 
kinds  of  dykes»  gives  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  belieye  that  they 
are  the  produ£lion  of  fire,  for  wherever  the  cojl  comes  in 
conta£l  with  them>  it  is  fo  much  burnt  and  impregnated  with 
fulphur,  as  to  render  it  ufelefs.    The  other  kinds  of  dykes 
that  are  met  with  appear  to  have  been  chafms  formed  in  the 
ftrata,  many  of  them  of  no  inconfiderable  width*    They  are 
filled  with  the  fragments  of  the  different  ftrata  in  which  thefe 
chafms  |brm  fe£tionS)  and  with  a  part  of  the  furface  on  their 
fides  falling  in.  Thefe  fragments,  &c«  are  found  to  be  ftrong* 
ly  cemented  or  concreted  by  mineral  fubftances,  of  which  iron 
fceros  to  be  the  principaL    In  lately  cutting  through  one  of 
thefe  dykes,  there  was  found  among  the  cemented  fragments 
of  faod  ftone,  argillaceous  rock,  &c.  a  part  of  a  tree  which 
from  its  bark  appeared  to  have  been  birch.    The  bark  being 
broke^  it  was  found^  chat  it  contained  fand  ftone.    From  a 
combination  of  circumftances  there  is  xeafon  to  believe,  that 
in  the  long  procefs  of  time,  the  wood  being  entirely  confumed^ 
while  the  bark  was  Icft^  the  water,  in  the  chafm  had  conveyed 
into  it  a  filicious  fand,  which  concreted  in  the  (bape  of  the 
tree.     In  beds  of  ftratified  matter  which  cover  the  coals^  there 
are  found  various  forts  of  fea  Ihells,  and  in  fome  of  the  ftrata 
vifible  impreflions  of  vegetable  bodies^  among  which  it  is  not 
unfrf  quent  to  meet  with  fern  and  other  curious  produ£lions  ; 
fome  of  which  have  been  felected,  and.are  preferved  in  the  ca- 
binets of  naturalifts.     In  the  mines  have  alfo  been  found 
(bme  fmall  beds  of  fullers  earth.  Lime-ftone  was  unknown  in  the 
ipariOi,  till  very  lately  it  has  been  difcovered  on  the  ikirts  of 
Uuchentaggart  hill.    A  i{nall  trial  has  been  made  cf  it  where 
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It  crops  out,  by  which  the  ftratum  of  cakaieous  matter  hai 
been  fouady  as  yet,  to  be  only  about  3  feet  duck,  confiftmg 
of  irregular  maflet  of  exceeding  fine  lioM-ftode,  bedded  in  a 
mature  of  argillaceous  earth  and  flietbi  in  which  the  latter 
predominate.    Many  oiF  the  Aieth  are  aa  entire^as  at  the  time 
when  the  Mti  exifted  in  them.  They  are  moftly  of  thecocUefpe* 
cies.    The  generality  of  the  mafles  of  lime«ftf>ne  fotmd  in  tKb 
ilratum  are  of  a  whitifli  colour,  and  of  a  very  clofe  texture 
Upon  the  pavement  of  this  ftratum,  however,  there  fome* 
times  occur  pretty  large  mafles  of  MueKme-ftone,  in  plates  d 
a  circular  form,  on  the  Airface  of  which  are  often  found  latge 
cockles,  perfeAly  diftinA,  and  adhering  firmly  to  the  general 
mafs*    Thtfe  plates  of  lime^ftone  feem  to  be  rounded  by  at* 
trition,  as  are  alfo  the  angles  of  the  whitifli  coloured  lia»e*ftone« 
The  pavement  of  this  calcareous  (tratum  is  a  blue  argillaceous 
rock,  and  the  inqumbent  (tratum  forming  its  roof,  is  a  coarfe 
free  (lone  about  3  feet  thick,  which  forms  the  pavement  of  a 
coal  feam  of  good  <iuality,  oaly  8  inches  thick.     In  rcmoviiig 
a  part  of  an  argillaceous  bed  which  forms  the  roof  of  this  coal, 
there  was  found  petrified  wood,  which  from  its  coitaneous 
appearance,  much  refembles  broom.    Tn  the'  vicinity  of  this 
calcareous  ftratum,  is  a  feam  of  coal  of  a  fingtflar  kind,  aboct 
40  inches  thick,  (coalierS}  from  its  giving  a  bright  light,  call 
it  a  candle  co<al),  of  a  clofs  texture,  which  contains  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  fulphur  and  iron.    When  burnt  in  a  common 
fire,  ir  produces  a  much  greater  quantity  of  aftcs  than  com- 
mon coal,  and  the  a(hes  are  of  a  very  red  colour,  refemHing 
the  ochre  of  iron.    When  burnt  in  a  furnace  of  confiderable 
fize,  the  iron  melts  and  runs  through  the  grate  in  a  fluid  ftate 
combined  with  the  fulphur,  and  forming  a  kind  of  regulus  of 
iron.    But  the  fulphureous  fumes  which  ifTue  from  it  in  moft 
furnaces  are  fo  deftmflive  to  the  workmen,  as  to  render  Ir, 
in  many  cafes,  of  little  ccnfequence. 

Martufanuris* 
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ManufoBuns. — Sanquhar  feems  naturally  formedforthe  cfta* 
blifhmcnt  of  woolen  manuf a£lures ;  and  nothing  perhapsi  would 
more  immediately  conduce  to  the  internal  wealth  and  profperity 
of  this  part  of  the  kingdom.  Nor  is  it  unlikely,  that  the  fpirit 
of  commerce  and  manufactures,  which  now  begins  to  per- 
vade the  iilandi  will  in  a  fliort  time  difplay  its  lively  and  be- 
neficial efieAs  in  this  quarter.  No  fituation  can  be  more  hap- 
pily adopted  for  foftering  a  fpirit  of  this  kind.  Almoft  in  the 
very  centre  of  a  country,  the  ftaple  commodities  of  which  are 
(heep  and  wool,  touching  the  head  of  Galloway  on  die  one 
hand,  bordering  on  Aivfliire,  the  head  of  Clydefdale,  and  con- 
tiguous to  Annandale  and  Tweeddale  on  the  other.  There  is 
abundance  of  coal  and  water,  fo  eflential  to  the  fpirit  of  ma<« 
nufa£iurcs;  an  eafy  communication  to  Edinjburgh,  Dumfries 
and  Ayr,'  by  exceHent  roads,  and  the  cheapeft  land-carriage 
to  thefe  places,  perhaps  in  Scotland^  particularly  from  the 
two  former,  owing  to  the  lead  exported  to  the  one,  and  coal 
to  the  other.  There  are  two  different  branches  of  carpet  ma- 
nufa£ture  begun  within  thefe  few  years,  and  want  nothing 
but  men  of  property  and  public  fpirit  to  carry  them  forward 
on  a  large  fcale,  for  the  benefit  of  this  and  the  furrounding 
counties.  Thefe  two  branches  are  eftabliflied  on  the  banks  of 
Crawick,  an  unrivalled  fituation,  where  there  isplenty  of  wa- 
ter and  defcent  to  drive  weighty  machinery,  if  necefiary,  and 
in  the  clofe  vicinity  of  coal.  In  one  of  thefe  branches  5  wea- 
vers are  employed,  2  draw  boys,  and  a  pirn  winner,  a  wo« 
men  twifting  yarn,  and  one  in  what  is  called  bobbining  it,  af- 
ter it  is  dyed.  Thefe  weavers  throw  off",  in  the  courfe  of  one 
year,  about  12,000  yards,  the  medium  price  of  which  is  as. 
5d.  per  yard.  Befides,  this  branch  employs  8  weavers  in  town 
and  country,  for  manufaAuring  of  ftufFs,  fergej,  plaidens» 
flannels^  &c.  The  other  branch  employs  nearly  the  fame 
number  of  weavers^  boys  and  women^  and  the  yarn  is  manu- 
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fa£lurcd  in  the  fame  manner.  In  the  firft  branch  a  Tcry  hn- 
portant  improvement  is,  of  la  to,  introduced  \  a  carpet  can 
be  wrought  confiding  of  88  diiFerent  parts,  which  isinucii 
more  than  can  be  done  in  mcit  other  places  in  Scotland. 
What  can  tend  more  diredly  than  manuf.)c\ures  to  raifc  this 
country  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  elevation,  as,  at  Icaft,  tokccp  fight 
of  the  fi ftcr  kingdom  ?  And  to  fee  the  genius,  power  and  in- 
tercft  of  her  native  fons  combine  in  a  noble  effort,  muft  warn 
every  heart  poflcfl'cd  of  tlie  fmallcll  fpark  of  patriotifm  *. 

MiJcellatuoiiS 

•  The  great  road  from  Dumfries  to  Avrnins  through  the  town  of  Sanqu- 
har. The  late  Duke  of  Quctnfberry  firft  cut  out  this  line  of  road  through 
hi8  eftate,  for,  at  Icaft,  the  fpacc  of  2»  miles,  at  the  cxpcncc  of  L.  1500- 
He  alfo  cut  out  the  crofs  road  from  this  along  the  Mennoch  to  the  utnioll 
boundary  01  tlic  countiy,  that  leads  to  Edinburgh,  which  coft  L.  600.  He 
like  wife  made  the  road  leading  to  the  lime  rock  at  Corfoncon,  which  00ft 
his  Grace  L.300.  Thcfe,  among  many  other  inftances  of  his  patriotic  ipirit, 
endear  his  memory  to  this  part  of  the  countr)',  and  are  illuftrious  cKamplt> 
worthy  the  imitation  of  all  great  and  good  men.  The  road  along  Menooch 
to  Wantock-head,  being  in  a  deep  fequeftcred  glen,  in  many  places  cut  out 
of  the  rock,  the  bold  acclhrity  and  verdure  of  the  hills  on  c»ch  fide,  the 
purling  of  the  limpid  ft  ream  below,  and  the  muGc  of  the  bird&  fiom  the 
brulhwood,  render  it  the  admiration  of  ftrangers,  beautifully  romantic  and 
delightful  to  the  traveller.  The  ft<itute-labour  was  converted  by  aO  of  Par- 
liament at  12$.  per  100  merks  in  1 777.  Toll-bars  arc  now  erected  on  the 
road  leading  from  Dumfries  to  Ayr,  and  its  dire^ion,  in  many  places,  has  of  Ute 
been  altered  evidently  for  the  better,  by  which  it  is  rendered  more  level  kod 
cafy  for  carriages  of  every  dcicription.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  expediency 
and  utility  of  turpike  roads,  though  people  habituated  to  antieot  cuftomi 
diflike  every  kind  of  innovation;  but  by  experience  teaching  them  that  a  fm- 
gle  horfe  can  draw  one  third  more  to  Dumfries  ihiiii  formeily,  and  with  at 
leaft  equal  facility,  they  are  not  only  reconciled  to,  but  highly  approve  of  t&cm. 
There  is  a  new  line  of  raod  fuggefted^-by  a  crofs  cut  through  this  country  to 
the  ftewartry  of  Kirkudbright,  and  from  thence  to  Galloway ;  which,  if  car- 
jried  into  execution,  would  open  a  much  fhoiter  and  eafter  communicatioa 
from  Ireland  and  that  country  to  Edinburgh.  The  advantages  of  this  are  w 
many  and  obvious,  as  to  fupcrfcde  the  neceility  oi  any  fpccification. 
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Mi/cell aneous  Ohfervotiotts, — ^Fhe  people  of  Sanquhar  enjoy 
a  competent  meafurc:  of  the  advantages  of  life.  There  is  plen- 
of  coal,  of  fine  fprings  of  water,  and  of  lime ;  a  fpecies  of  coarfe 
marble,    and  free  Uone  quarries,  excellent  for  the  purpofes  of 
building ;  a  fair  twice  in  the  year,  for  buying  and  felling  black 
cattle  *,  and  a  market  for  butcher  meat,  throughout  the  yean 
There  is  a  poft  office  in  Sanquhar,  the  annual  revenue  of  which 
is  about  L.  1 12.     There  are  a  fulling,  a  corn,  and  two  bar- 
ley mills  in  the  p?T(h. — The  chief  difadvantage,  perhaps,  is 
the  noti  refidenci  of  the  principal  heritor.  The  whole  parifli, 
except  the  eftate  of  Elliock,  is  naked  and  uninclofed.     Oil 
Elliock  is  a  fine  natural  wood,  which  fringes  and  adorns  the 
banks  of -the  Nith  for  two   miles  in  length.     The  prefent 
refpcftable  proprietor  of  that  eftate,  has  alfo  planted  a  good 
deal  of  various  kinds  of  wood,  Scotch  larix,  and  filver  fir. 
New  Englarld  pine,    balm  of  Gilead  fir,    oak,   elm,    birch, 
beech,  afh,  mountain  afh,  &c.  all  well  inclofed,  and  in  a  thriv- 
ing condition.     Inclofmg  of  the  arable  land,  would  be  of  gcr 
ncral  advantage  to  the  pariih,  draining  the  wet  grounds,  and 
planting  on  the  fkirts  of  the  hilJs  would  both  adorn  and  flief- 
ter  the  country. — ^The  language  generally  fpoken  is  a  mixture 
of  Scotch  and  Englifh,  with  Icfs  provincial  peculiarity  than  in 
moft  other  counties  in  Scotland.     The  names  of  places  feem 
almoft  univerfally  derived  from  the  Gaelic ;  Elliock  fignifics  a 
little  rock,  Auchentaggart,  Prieit-ficld,  &c-  &c. 

No  part  of  the  country  can  afford  better  entertainment  to  the 
fportfman.  There  are  abundance  of  groufe,  partidges,  and 
feme  black  game.  The  laft  are  more  rarely  to  be  met  with 
than  formerly,  owing  in  part,  perhaps,  to  the  woods  being 
cut,  but  chiefly  to  the  devaftation  of  poachers,  who  favoured 
by  a  wide  range  of  uninhabited  country,  loadthemfclves  with 
booty,  and  frequently  efcaps  with  impunity.  A  covey,  or  ra- 
ther part  of  a  covey  of  ptarmigans,  among  common  groufe,  a 
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icw  yean  ago,  was  difcoTcred  upon  the  hillsi  wludi  watcon- 
fidered  as  a  curioGtf .  The  birds  of  prey,  of  fong  and  of  the 
migratory  fpecies  are  thofe  which  are  abundantly  comnion  in 
the  fottth  of  Scotland.  The  bull-finch  is  found  in  EUiock 
woods.  The  wild  quadrupeds,  befides  hares,  are  otters,  bad- 
gers, weazels,  wild  cats,  pole-<;ats,  and  fome  foxes;  which 
laft,  it  is  faid,  are  not  fo  numerous  as  formerly,  owing  to  the 
induftrious  exertions  of  the  iheep  farmers  to  exterminate  this 
deftru£liye  race.  There  is  only  one  chalybeate  fpring  knovn 
in  the  pariOi,  but  its  virtues  have  not  yet  been  explored  *. 

Mr.  Robert  Crichton  of  EHiock  in  this  parifh,  was  a  lawyer 
of  eminence,  Advocate  to  Qi^een  Mary  and  King  James  VI. 
and  a  Lord  of  Scflion.     He  had  two  fons  called  James  and 

Robert. 

*  The  old  cafUe  of  Sanquhar,  (landing  a  rmall  diftance  feath  of  tiic  hw^h, 
once  the  refidcnce  of  the  family  of  Crichton,  deferres  to  be  mentiofied.  It 
has  been  a  building  of  confiderablc  magnitude  and  extent.— It  is  fiud  co  have 
been  for  forae  time  in  pofleffion  of  the  EugUAi  in  the  reign  of  Edwsrd  t#, 
and  to  have  been  recaptured  by  Sir  WiUiam  Douglas  of  DonghiSlale,  ^mko  ^ 
the  garriibn  to  the  fword.  The  whole  barony  belonged  to  the  Crichtoitt,  bvt 
the  family  of  QucenA>erry  having  a  mortgage  upon  fome  part  of  the  effatr, 
purchafed  this  barony,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  i6th  or  beginnmg  of  the  17th 
century.  Prior  to  its  being  in  po(!cflion  of  the  Crichtons,  it  bchKiged  to  tht 
family  of  Rofs  of  Ryehill.  A  Oone  was  found  fome  time  ago,  with  the  foU 
lowing  infcription.— '*  Here  lies  the  good  Su*  John  Rofs  of  RyefailL— Hoc 
**  lies  the  good,  g<Dod  Sir  John  Rors.^^ere  alfo  lies  the  good,  food,  good 
**  Sir  John  Rofs.**  *  Near  the  refidence  of  the  Roflcs,  there  ieems  to  have 
been  a  large  pile  of  buildingi  perhaps  the  (iofpital  of  Sienewar,  a  religioas 
foundation,  though  this  cannot  be  afcertained.  Sereral  of  the  ftooes  of  a 
Gothic  figure  are  buik  into  the  walls  and  windows  of  the  hoofes,  where  thb 
edMce  once  flood.  There  is  alfo  a  large  font,  or  rock  baAso.  Human  bones 
hare  been  found  in  digging  and  ploughing  up  the  field  in  which  it  ftaads;  and 
B  key  of  enormous  liae  was  found,  not  above  twenty  years  ago,  oncfa 
conTumed  withnift.  It  is  now  loil.  Betwixt  the  antient  feat  of  the  Roflcs  and 
the  Nith,  is  a  large  artificial  mound  of  earth  of  a  circular  form,  probably 
the  place  for  the  baron  fo  hear  cauTes,  and  to  di|bibute  juftice. 
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Robert.  The  former  went  abroad  when  young,  turned  out 
a  moil  accompliflied  chara£ier,  both  in  learning  and  in  all  fort 
of  ezercifesy  and  was  commonly  known  by  che  name  of  the  Ad* 

irirable  Crichton. The  fecond  fon,  Robert,  was  known  by 

the  name  of  Sir  Robert  Crichton  of  Cluny,  an  eftate  his  father 
had  acquired  in  Perthihire,  and  where  he  refided.    In  the 
year  1592  he  fold  Elliock  to  the  family  of  Dalziel,  afterwards 
Earls  of  Carnwath.  The  Hoa.  Jame^s  Veitch,  prefi^nt  proprio- 
tor  of  ElKock,  is  one  of  the  fenators  of  che  -college  -of  juftice. 
The  condition  of  the  people,  like  that  of  others  in  paral- 
lel circumdances,  may  be  called  a  middle  ftate  betwixt  bar- 
bnrifm  and  refinement.    Hiey  have  arriired  at  a  confiderable 
degree  of  civilization,  and  poffefs  the  abilities  of  making  dill 
firthcr  improvement.      They  are,  with  a  few  exceptions^ 
which  are  to  be  found  in  every  age  and  In  every  fociety,  an  in- 
duftrious,  rational  and  religious  fet  of  people,  regular  in  at- 
tendance upon  divine  ordinances,  and  pay  a  proper  regard  to 
the  duties  of  focial  life.    They  arc  neither  very  rich,  nor  very 
poor,  and  poflefs  a  competent  {hare  of  the  comforts,  but  none 
of  the  luxuries  of  life.     It  muft,  indeed,  be  acknowledged 
that  the  frequent  eoUiGon  of  political  influence  in  the  burghj 
U  an  enemy  to  their  peace,  and  tends  to  relax  every  focial,  mo- 
ral and  religious  obEgation,  and  as  thefe  are  relaxed,  corrup- 
tion fpreads  its  baneful  influence.  No  doubt,  the  fubftitution  of 
dram  tnftead  of  ale*houIes,  has  the  fame  pernicious  tendency* 
The  almoft  continual  flux  and  reflux  of  vagrants  through  San- 
quhar, which  is  a  thorough-fare  for  both^nds  of  the  kingdom, 
ads  alfo  as  a  ftrong  corrofive  on  the  morals  of  the  people. 
But  upon  the  whole,  their  charafler  is  refpeSable,  hofpitable 
to  (Irangers,  humane  to  the  dfftreflcd,  aftive  in  their  "ftation^ 
decent  in  their  apparel,  and  generally  contented  with  the  al- 
lotments of  pfovidence.     Agriculture,  and  efpccially  the  paf- 
toral  life,  are  favourable  to  that  integrity  and  fimplicy  of  man- 
ners which  charafterize  them« 
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NUMBER      XLVIII. 
PARISH    OF    CUMBERNAULD, 

(presbytery    of     GLASGOW,      SYNOD    OF      GLASGOVT 
AND    AIR,    COUNTY   OF    DUMBARTON.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Stuart. 


Namff  Extent,  ^c» 

CUMBERNAULD  is  of  Celtic  derivation;  cvmar  an  ai 
in  that  language  fignifyittg  a  meeting  of  ftreams ;  and 
there  is  a  remarkable  colleflion  of  fprings  and  ftreams,  flow- 
ing in  all  diredionsy  part  running  into  the  Forth  and  part  in- 
to the  Clyde,  within  the  bounds  of  this  parifb,' which  extendi 
7  miles  in  length,  and  4  in  breadth.  The  furface  has  a  ro- 
mantic appearance,  being  beautifully  variegated  by  fmall  hills 
and  dales.  The  higheft  part  of  the  parifh  is  Fanny- fide* muir^ 
a  very  deep  mofs,  Rearing  nothing  but  heaih,  well  (locked 
with  muir-fowi.  On  the  foutU  fide  ^re  two  lochs,  about  ^ 
mile  long,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad.  The  remainder  of 
the  pariih  is  moftly  arable  ground,  chiefly  a  heavy  clay,  though 
fome  farms  are  of  a  light  early  foil ;  the  climate  is  (harp  and 
cold  in  the  winter  feafon,  but  in  fummer  it  is  generally  toler- 
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ably  agreeable,  efpecially  about  the  village  of  CuYnbernauld» 
Mrhich  lie9  in  a  hollow,  almoft  furrounded  with  the  policy  or  plea- 
fure  ground  belonging  to  Cumbernauld  houfe,  a  fine  feat  of 
Lord  £lphinllone.--^This  parifli  and  that  of  KirkintiUoch  for- 
merly conftituted  one  parifli,  called  Lenzie. 

Natural  ProduSiom.'-^Thett  is  abundance  of  cpal  in  the 
north  part  of  the  parifli,  but  none  of  it  is  wrought  at  prefent : 
there  is  alfo  a  good  deal  of  peats.  Seven  lime  quarries  are 
"wrought  in  different  parts  of  the  parifli :  Much  of  the  lime  is 
carried  by  the  great  canal  to  Glafgow  and  other  places }  and 
there  is  abundance  of  whin,  moor,  and  free  (lone.  The  chief 
▼egetable  productions  are  oats,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  bear, 
a  few  peafe  and  beans,  a  good  deal  of  flax  and  potatoes^  a 
fmall  quantity  of  wheat,  and  a  few  turnips. 

Population,  Ecclefaftical  State,  isfc. — According  to  Dr.  Web- 
fter,  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  parifli  in  1755  a- 
mounted  to  2303,  at  prefent  the  number  is  reduced  to  about 
1 600.  There  are  about  56  births  and  1 4  marriages  in  the  year. 
The  church  was  built  in  1659,  Lord  Elphinflone  is  patron. 
In  the  parifli  are  two  meeting  houfes,  one  of  that  {t€t  of  Sece- 
dcrs  called  Burghers,  the  other  of  the  Antiburghers.  There  is  a 
fchool-houfe  and  garden  in  Cumbernauld  village,  where  above« 
80  fcholars  are  annually  educated.  The  funds  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  the  poor  arife  chiefly  from  weekly  coUedtions  at  the 
church  doors. 

Alifcellaneous  Ob/crvations.^^The  roads  are  kept  in  repair  by 
alL'flinent.  A  new  turnpike  road  from  Edinburgh  to  Glaf- 
gow was  lately  carried  through  this  pariih,  paflTing  by  the  vil- 
lage of  Cumbernauld,  near  which  a  large  comzr.octious  inn 

V  was 
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vat  eieAed  at  the  ezpence  of  L.  looo.  Confidefahle  ] 
of  the  celebrated  Roman  irall»  called  Graham's  Dyke^  arc  to 
fce  fieen  in  the  nord»  part  of  the  parilh^  at  alio  veftigcs  of  the 
nSttary  road  mnning  parallel  to  it.  Many  cnrknis  antxiai- 
ties  have  been  found  near  then,  partkdarlf  ac  Caftlecary; 
and  on  the  rock  at  Croyhill,  the  marks  of  fire  are  ftill  vifibk, 
feid  to  have  been  applied  by  the  Romans  for  the  pvrpofe  of 
foftening  the  ftone,  which  is  esceffively  hard*  The  great  ca- 
nal betwiit  the  Forth  and  Qyde  pafles  through  the  nordi 
part  of  the  parilh,  near  the  dyke.  In  the  neighbowdbood  of 
Csftlecary  i»  a  pretty  high  water  &IL 
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PARISH    OF    NE  W-M  A  C  H  A  R. 
(presbytery  and  synod  or  Aberdeen.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Sronach. 
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Namtf  ExUntf  f^c. 

'^T^HE  antient  name  of  this  partfli  was  the  TTpper  ParocUn 
-^  of  S^int  Machan  In  foqfie  rdgifteTS  k  is  Upper  Mao 
har;  and  the  modern  name  is  New  Machar.*-— The  name 
had  its  origin  from  8t«  Machar,  to  whom  the  cathedral  in  OM. 
Aberdeen,  or  rather  the  kirk^  called  the  kidc  of  Kirktown^ 
where  the  cathedral  was  afterwards  btiilt,  was  dedicated,  and 
this  parifli  was  part  of  the  Deanery  of  St.  Machar.  Ramfay 
Bifliop  of  Aberdeen,  in  1247,  appointed  a  chaplain  and  a  clerk 
at  the  chapel  of  Monycabbuck  in  diis  parifli,  about  a  mile  S. 
W«  from  the  ptefent  church,  to  preach  to  the  parifhioners 
there.  In  the  year  1639,  a  church  was  built,  where  the  prefent 
now  ftands;  and  in  year  1641,  the  minifter  at  the  chapel 
of  Monycabbuck,  was  removed  to  \t%  There  are  fome  remaina 
of  the  chapel ;  and  the  ground  around  it  is  dill  ufed  for  bury- 
ing.--<^The  moft  confiderable  part  of  this  parifli  is  in  the 
county  of  Aberdeen  %  but  about  one  fifth  of  it,  called  the  landa 
Vol.  VI.  3  N  x  Straloch, 
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Scralodiy  lying  N.  from  the  church,  is  in  the  (hire  of  Banff, 
although  furrounded  by  the  county  of  Aberdeen.  About  a 
mile  from  the  church,  thcfe  lands  are  feparated  from  the 
reft  of  the  pari(b,  by  the  pariflies  of  Udny  and  Fintray  which 
meet  together.^— The  extent  of  the  parifli  is  about  9  miks  in 
length,  and  about  2i  in  breadth;  part  of  it  lies  on  each  fide  of 
the  poft  road  leading  from  Aberdeen  to  Old  Meldnim. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  country  is  pretty  flat.  The 
foil  varies  in  different  parts.  In  fome  places  it  is  mofly,  cold 
and  wet,  in  others,  dry,  and  tolerably  fertile. 

Climate^  Dlfeafes^  (s'r.— On  account  of  the  mofies,  and  a 
good  deal  of  marihy  ground,  the  air  is  frequently  moift,  but 
does  not  feeni  to  be  unhealthy,  from  many  inftances  of  lon- 
gevity, as  will  afterwards  appear. — This  may  probably  be  ac- 
counted for  in  the  following  manner.  From  the  riling  ground 
on  the  £•  and  W.  fides  of  the  parifti,  a  ftrong  current  of  air 
blows  from  N.  to  S.  or  from  S,  to  N.  which  has  the 
happy  effeA  of  difpelling  the  fogs  and  noxious  vapours,  which 
could  not  fail,  were  they  not  thus  diflipated,  to  be  pernicious 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants«-*The  moft  prevalent  diftem- 
pers  for  fome  years  paft,  have  been  putrid  fevers  and  fore 
throats }  owing  in  all  probability  to  frequent  rains,  and  the 
want  of  fnow  during  the  winter,  to  purify  the  air. 

There  are  four  mineral  fprings.  The  water  offomeof  them 
upon  experiment,  has  been  found  to  be  of  a  good  quality. 
One  of  them  is  much  ufed,  and  is  found  beneficial  in  fcor- 
butic  complaints* 

There  is  a  beautiful  lake  called  Bifhop's  Loch,  antiently 
Xioch  GouU  %  within  it,  the  Bifhops  of  Aberdeen  had  their 
lodging,  before  the  chantry  was  erefted.  Upon  a  rifing 
ground  within  the  loch,  the  remains  of  the  building  are  ftill 
tp  be  (eep.   At  the  veft  end^i  is  part  of  a  <Utch  where  the 
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draw-bxidge  vas,  by  which  they  pafled  to  and  ftom  the  lod- 
ging. It  is  faid  that  the  lake  was  compafled  about  with 
tall  tteesi  but  none  of  them  remain.  The  rifing  ground  where 
the  lodging  was,  another  piece  of  rifing  ground  in  the  £.  end 
of  the  loch,  and  part  of  the  citcumjaccnt  grounds  are  planted^ 
by  the  proptietor,  with  thriving  young  trees«  In  the  Loch  is 
abundance  of  pike,  but  no  other  kind  of  fi(h  is  found  in  it 
^-There  is  alfo  a  rivulet,  which  has  its  origin  about  a  mile 
above  the  N.  end  of  the  parifli,  runs  through  it  fouthward ; 
affords  as  much  water  as  fupplies  4  com  mills  $  after  whidh  it 
falls  into  the  river  Don.  There  are  fome  trout  in  itj  but  of  a 
fmall  fize. 

Minerals^  and  Cattte.^^Thtxt  is  a  cOnfidcrable  quantity  ol 
moor,  and  other  ftones  to  be  found  near  the  furface  of  the 
ground,  fit  for  building  houfes,  and  for  inclofing  land,  and 
they  are  in  general  obtained  at  a  fmall  expence.  There  are^fo 
ftones  to  be  found  by  quarrying,  but  lime^ftone  is  very 
fcarce^  and  where  it  is  found,  the  expence  incurred  by  quarry-* 
ing  and  burning  is  fo  high,  that  they  who  have  tried  it,  have 
given  it  up,  becaufe  they  can  purchafe  lime  at  Aberdeen  at  a 
much  cheaper  rate  *• 

There  are  fome  cattle  bred  in  this  parifli  of  a  good  fize^ 
beautiful  (hape,  and  confiderable  value.  Of  this  defcription 
there  are  however  comparatively  few,  being  in  poffeiBon  of 

3  N  2  the 

*  In  tife  end  of  Koyembcr  and  beginning  of  December  lad,  many  of  th^ 
coantiy  people  obferred  very  uncommon  phenomena  in  the  air,  (which  they 
call  dragons),  of  a  red  fiery  colour,  appearbj  in  the  N.  and  flying  rapidly 
towaids  the  £.  from  which  they  concluded,  and  their  conjeOaret  were  ri^^t^ 
a  conrfc  of  loud  winds,  and  boifterous  weathar  would  foUow< 

The  quadrupeds,  are  fuch  as  are  common  to  other  parts  of  this  country^ 
Birds  of  the  migratory  kind,  are  the  cuckow,  rail,  green  plover,  and  fwallow^ 
They  generally  make  their  a]9pearatice  in  the  end  of  March,  and  retire  in 
the  month  of  September* 
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the  3  refiding  heritors,  aad  a  few  of  their  principal  1 
Tbefe  gentlemen  pay  particular  attention  to  this  pieafing  and 
advantageous  obje£t  $  oxen  reared  by  them^  from  4  co  8  years 
oldj  are  fold  at  from  L.  10  to  L.  17 ;  and  when  fattened  wiQ 
draw  from  the  butcher  firom  L.  18  to  L.  25.  The  cows  are 
alfo  well  formed,  and  fell  at  from  L.  9  10  L.  11  fteritng« — As 
the  givateft  part  of  the  pofLiSons  rcnttd  in  this  parifli  arc 
fmallf  the  tenants  can  neither  afibfd  to  raife,  nor  Aipport  cattk 
of  this  defcription.'^The  h^h  price  at  which  teal  fclb  in  die 
Aberdeen  market,  and  the  conftant  demand  for  that  atticfe, 
induces  the  country  people  to  difpofe  of  dieir  cahes  when  5 
or  6  weeks  old,  by  which  the  breed  of  cattle  is  much  injured, 
and  very  few  more  are  raifcd,  than  what  axe  abfolutely  aecpt 
Uxj  io€  the  purpoles  of  agriculture* 


P9p9tlatkn  TaUe. 

Return  to  Dr.  Webfter 

Large  farmers          -          tig 

ini7S5       .       -      1191 

Averap  of  their  famaies       9 

Numberoffoulsmi78a  1000 

Blackfmiths        -        -         5 

Do,  in  December  1790  1030 

Weavers          .         •          4 

Males          -          -         458 

Shoemakers        .        .        6 

Females         -         -        572 

Wrights  and  miUers     -      12 

Annual  arerage  of  births 

Taylors          .          .          4 

fincc  178Z        -        -     30 

Oftheeftablifliedchurch  1016 

do*        -        -        -       17 

Epifcopalians        -        -       6 

fiatchetors,  having  houfes    6 

ages  do.         -        -         12 

Average  number  of  chil- 

Under 10        •  .      -       254 

dren  produced  by  each 

From  10  to  aa        -         124 

marriage         .        .         4 

From  20  to  50        -        371 

Uninhabited  houfes        -      4 

From  50  to  70        -         200 

Cattle         ^         -         1200 

Above  70        -         -        81 

Uorlcs           -       -        300 

Sheep 
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Sheep         -         -  300  Whcrcofdtawnby  ahorfcs  6 

Hogs           -           •  20  ^ — ^ — by  %  hor- 

Refidcnthcritdrs         -  3        and4blackcattle^fomc 

Notvr^Gdeiitdo.         -  4  .    ofthcmco^^s         -        47 

Chaifes          -           -  2  Rent  per  acre  of  the  beft  land 

Ploughs           •        -  6tf        X3S.4<)* 

Whereof  drawn  by   10  pafture  laAd  69.  8d* 

ox^n  each        -        •  3                 inferior  land  38. 6d. 

by  8  o:ten  i  Average  rent  of  the  large  farms 

■■■     —'by  4  o^en  5        L.  25 

-by  a  oxen  of  farms  of  the  C> 


and  2  horfes  -        3        cond  clais  L.  9 

— — « by  4  horfes     3 


PrdA/f^.— Two  of  the  farmers  pay  from  L.  70  to  L.90  (ler- 
ling  of  yearly  rent.  All  the  reft  of  the  parifliioners  have  fmaH 
pofleflions,  and,  a  few  tradefmen  and  day  labourers  except- 
ed, live  by  the  plough. 

The  vegetables  produced  in  the  parifh  are  natural  and  arti- 
ficial grafles,   oats,   barley,   peafe,  flax,    turnips,    potatoes, 

cabbages,   kail,    &:c. The  parifli  generally  fupplles  itfelf 

with  provifions,  and  exports  oats,  barley,  and  a  few  cattle, 
flieep  and  hogs.  There  are  not  above  5  acres  employed  in 
raiGng  flax.  But  from  the  encouragement  which  the  truftees 
are  giving  for  raifing  flax,  and  for  building  lint  mills,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  ufeful  article  will  foon  be  more  generally 
cultivated.  ~— For  many  years,  the  women  in  this,  and  fome 
other  parifhes  in  tKis  county,  have  been  employed  in  knitting 
ftockings ;  but  from  the  invention  of  ftocking  looms,  the  price 
of  wofiiensifi^ork  being  much  reduced^  they  have  begun  to  dired; 
their  attention  to  fpinning,  in  which  they  will  find  their  ac- 
count. 

Oats  and  peafe  are  fown  in  the  month  of  March  \  barley  in 

May, 
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May,  with  which  the  crop  gra(s  b  genenlljr  laid  down  afttr 
turnips  or  fallow;  and  tttmips  are  fowut  fiom  the  ift  to  the 
2oth  of  June*  The  hay  crop  is  cut  in  July ;  barley  in  the  cad 
of  Auguft,  and  oats  and  peafe  about  the  middle  of  September. 
—There  are  about  300  acres  of  wood»  fome  of  it  full  gxowHy 
but  the  greateft  part  of  it  was  planted  within  the  laft  30  yearb 
and  is  Tcry  thriving. 

Advantages  and  DlfadvantageSi  CSV— It  is  an  advantage  to 
the  pariCh  that  it  is  fituated  within  the  diftance  of  10  miles 
from  Aberdceui  where  there  is  a  conftant  demand,  ready  mar- 
kct,  and  a  reafonablc  price  for  every  article  which  the  hnxa 
produce.— As  tl)e  brewers  at  Aberdeen,  import  a  great  deal 
of  barley,  the  demand  for  that  article,  is  by  that  means  leflened. 
—The  parifh  hath  the  advantage  of  a  good  puUic  road  paf- 
Cng  through  its  center,  which  enables  the  inhabitants  to  bring 
coals,  &c«  at  a  moderate  expence  from  Aberdeen.  It  is  alio 
pretty  well  fupplied  with  mofs,  which  affords  peats  and  tui& 
for  fuel.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  its 
vicinity  to  the  large  and  populous  city  of  Aberdeen,  renders 
every  article  fold  within  the  parifb,  very  high  priced  to  thofe 
who  mud  buy  *,  and  that  the  country  people  are  fo  mach  in 
the  way  of  attending  the  weekly  market,  that  they  generally 
lofe  one  day  in  the  week,  in  order  to  difpofe  of  an  arudc, 
which  when  fold,  will  fcarcely  bring  them  is*  6d.  never  con* 
fidering  the  lofs  of  time  and  labour  *• 

IbnU 

*  The  common  people  fpeak  the  Scotch  Ungnage,  and  in  what  is  com- 
nonly  called,  and  well  known  by  the  name  of,  the  Aberdonian  Dialed  — 
Some  of  the  names  of  places  are  faid  to  be  deriTed  from  the  Gaelic,  althoogfa 
moll  have  their  names  from  local  fitnatioa*— As  StraUek^  a  (bath  wbcic  a 
loch  of  water  has  been.  Cutmimgar^  where  rabbits  abounded.  SwU  £md,  a 
frrm  at  the  end  of  a  maHh.  Highianis,  a  farm  on  a  rifing  ground.  Mmye^ 
SttJk,  faid  to  be  a  conuption  of  many  roe*bucks,  a  place  once  frequented  by 
deer.  Ximgi'SMt,  fo  called,  from  a  large  ftone  in  form  of  a  cbadr,  where  it  is 
laid,  one  of  the  lunfi  of  Scotland  had  fiopped  on  a  journey. 
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J2«f/,  Siipendj  P»r.— -The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  is 
L*  3254  Scotch  $  and  the  real  rent  is  fuppofed  to  be  L.  1500 
Sterling. 

The  living  is  L.  39 :  8 :  lof  Sterling,  including  communion 
clement  money,  24  bolls  oat  meal  ^t  8  ftone  per  boll,  24 
bolls  of  bear,  and  13  acres  of  glebe  including  garden. 

The  manfe  was  built  in  the  year  1781.  And  a  new  church 
on  a  very  good  plan  was  ere£led  in  179c. 

The  number  of  poor  receiving  alms  is  only  12  at  prefent ; 
but  it  maybe  obferved  that  in  1782  and  83,  feafons  of  dearth 
and  fcarcity,  about  25  received  quarterly  fupplies,  befides  in- 
terim fupplies  which  were  given  to  feveral  poor  families.-— At 
that  time  the  kirk  feffion  applied  L.  15  Sterling  of  the  money 
fettled  on  intereft  for  the  poor,  which,  together  with  the  weck^ 
ly  colleAions  made  at  the  church,  was  applied  in  purchafing 
peafe,  which  were  converted  into  meal,  and  diftributed  every 
week  among  the  poor,  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  in  their 
families.— They  alfo  received  from  government  12  bolls  of 
peafe,  which  were  managed  as  above  mentioned,  and  after 
that  purchafed  23  bolls  more  at  a  moderate  price,  alfo  fent  by 
government,  which  the  feilion  fold  to  the  mod  indigent  fami- 
lies, for  their  relief.  The  heritors  alfo  bought  a  conGderable 
quantity  of  peafe,  for  the  fupport  of  their  tenants,  and  by  this 
means  no  perfon  fuffered  through  want. 

The  annual  amount  of  coUedions  for  the  poor  at  the 
church  is  about  L.  17,  and  the  intereft  of  L,  75  at  4f  per  cent, 
J^.  3  :  7  :  6.  making  in  all  L.  20  :  7  :  6.  * 

Fuel 

*  The  prefcDt  price  of  beef,  real,  mutton,  lamb  and  pork  are  from  3d  t» 
4d  per  lb.— a  pig  31  — «  ^oofe  31^— a  duck  8d.— a  hen  8d. — a  ^turkey  4S.>-a 
pair  of  chickens  6d.^butter  lod  per  lb«— cheefe  5s  per  ftone^— barley,  at  an 
average  for  the^Uft  10  years,  z6s  per  boU;  oats  do.  141^— meal,  i.e.  farm  meal,  at 
3  ftone  per  boU,  13s  4d.  malt  J7>  4^  per  boU. — Flelh,  butter, and  cheeiie  aro 

lold 
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Fuel* — ^The  fuel  coramonly  ufcd  is  peat  and  turf,  (Acamd 
from  mofles,  in  general  within  ita  bounds*  But  the  m^flcs  axe 
greatly  exhaufted,  and  fome  of  the  gentlemen  \nan  caak  in 
their  houfes. — The  cxpence  of  cafting,  drjrtng,  and  kadzn^ 
peat  and  turf  is  rerj  grcati  and  confume^  much  of  that  tiac 
in  fummcri  which  might  be  profitably  employed  on  the  £axn. 
Were  it  not  for  the  heavy  duty  afie£king  eools  bvougiit 
coaft  way  s^  which  keeps  the  price  of  that  article  high,  and  is  a 
great  bar  to  manufactures  ;  for  coals  commonly  fell  at  4s  per 
^U  at  Aberdeen  in  fummcr,  and  in  winter  as  a  higher  price^ 
the  boll  being  36  ftooe  Amfterdam  weight ;  it  is  gcncraDy 
belieyedf  that  families  reGding  at  fuch  a  diftanoe  as  ours  from 
a  fca  port,  would  be  cheaper  fcrved  with  coals  than  the  fud 

commonly  made  ufc  of. The  expence  howercr  of  fomHh^ 

ing  fuely  hath  not  been  accurately  afcenaincd  *• 

CandsLsM 

Ibid  In  retail,  1 6  lb.  Amfterdam  to  the  (lone ;  but  in  wholefale  they  arc  weigh* 
cd  by  the  long  hundred,  ill  lb  Averdupois  to  the  cwt.  or  aS  lb.  to  the  nooc. 
AiToS  done  Amft^rdan  for  weighing  the  boUof  meal. 

The  prices  of  proviftons  in  the  year  1576,  according  to  a  table  ftid  to  have 
^en  cxtraCed  from  the  records  of  tlie  city  of  Abeideen. — ^Bear  and  meal  ics 
per boU,--oats  jt.  do. — marts  ll.  10s.  each, — a  flicepjs. — poultry  is.pcr«io- 
zen  ;— a  Twine  from  7s.  toios. — a  goofc  is.-— falmon  4I.  per  barrel — m\ijs 
fowli  4s.  per  dosen,— capons  5$.  do.  All  Scotch  money. 

A  day  labourer  in  hu(bandry,  without  visuals,  receives  of  wages  8d.  per 
day-^ln  harvefl  and  for  caQtog  peats  is.^  carpenter  or  oommoa  «tigb: 
If. — a  mafon  is.  8d.— « taylor  with  his  vitals,  4d. 

*  The  expenee  of  a  married  labourer  cannot  be  now  ex^Qly  known,  hat  'x 
may  be  remarlied,  that,  with  the  accommodation  of  a  houfe,  and  as  much 
l^und  as  can  maintain  a  cow,  and  raife  vegeUbles  to  his  family,  for  which  be 
pays  a  moderate  rent,  together  w.t^h  his  own  earnings,  aod  thoTe  oi  lu&  wife, 
if  they  are  ibber  and  ioduflrious,  he  is  enabled  to  bring  up  a  iamily  witiioiit 
being  a  burden  on  the  community.  The  incumbent  cannot  rcoolWt  any  of  this 
dcfcription  coming  upon  the  pooi[*s  funds,  unlcis  reduced  by  the  nnaroidalkk 
diilreiTcs  of  bad  health,  bodily  iqfiriiiity,  or  old  age» 
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Condition  ofthePeople-^TYit  people  arc  tolerably  induftrious. 
And  from  the  fpirit  which  prevails  among  the  reGding  heritors 
for  improving  their  lands,  it  may  reafonably  be  exped^ed,  that 
by  their  example,  and  by  encouraging  good  tenants,  they  will 
excite  a  turn  for  induftry  among  their  people. 

The  parifhioners  are  not  much  inclined  to  a  military  life. 
Only  5  have  cnlifted  in  the  army,  during  the  laft  9  years.— r 
Two  have  gone  to  a  fea-faring  life  during  the  fame  period. 

The  circumftances  of  the  people  do  not  admit  of  their  being 
expenfive  or  luxurious,  nor  do  they  feem  to  be  fo  inclined.— 
Ijanded  property  has  undergone  fome  changes  during  the 
prefent  century,  and  has  generally  been  fold  at  from  25  to  30 
years  purchafe* — The  people,  though  not  in  affluent  circum- 
ftances, enjoy  in  a  reafonable  degree,  the  comforts  and  advan* 
tages  of  fociety,  and  feem  contented  with  their  fituation. 

It  is  not  cafy  to  point  out  the  beft  means  by  which  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  could  be  ameliorated,  although  it  is  evi- 
dent that  many  (land  in  need  of  it. — ^Thc  heavy  duty  payable 
on  malt,  is  a  great  bar  to  their  comfort,  and  has  the  unhap- 
py tendency  of  leading  many  in  the  lower  Rations  in  life 
to  the  ufe  of  foreign  fpirituous  liquors,  which  are  in  ge- 
neral much  adulterated,  and  never  fail  to  hurt  both  their 
health  and  morals. — ^The  coal  tax  is  alfo  felt,  and  complained 
of  by  many,  as  a  great  addition  to  the  price  of  that  neceifary 
article. 

The  attention  which  begins  to  be  paid  by  gentlemen  to  the 
improvement  of  their  edates,  their  granting  longer  leafes  to 
their  tenants,  under  proper  conditions  and  re(ln£lions,  their 
emancipating  them  from  that  fervitude,  under  which  they  in 

Vol.  VI.  3  O  former 

Male  fen  ant  >  in  hu(bandry  in  general  receive  5I  per  annum,  includiug  tic- 
tuals  and  lodging, — female  fcrvants  about  il  los  of  wages,— ^lomeftic  fervants 
from  I  jl  to  ao  AerHng,  and  females  from  4I  to  5,  with  the  accommodation  a* 
bove  mentioned. 
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former  times  groaned,  and  the  falfisfa^lion  of  haTing  tfacir  vents 
punctually  paid,  will  all  contribute  to  mutual  comfort  and  ad- 
vantage, and  finally,  will  diSufe  a  fptrit  of  induftrj,  infpiie 
gratiude,— and  give  to  the  lower  clafs  a  fort  of  indcpendance 
natural  to  the  creatures  of  God»  and  to  free  bom  citizens* 

Roads. — During  the  fummer,  the  roads  are  in  good  repair. 
But  as  the  foil  of  which  they  are  made,  is  in  general  of  deep 
fpouting  clay,  they  become  very  bad  in  winter,  and  the  num- 
ber of  carriages  of  all  kinds  winch  pafs  along,  break  them 
much  before  they  attain  to  a  proper  degree  of  firmnefs. — The 
poft  road  leading  from  fouth  to  north,  was  originally  formed 
by  military,  and  is  now  kept  in  repair  by  means  of  the  ftatute 
labour,  exa£led  in  kind,  i.e.  3  days  work  of  each  man  in  fuia> 
mer,  from  the  age  of  1 5  to  60  years,  and  y  in  autunm,  but 
when  they  perform  five  d^ys  in  fummer,  it  is  accepted  in  full. 
— ^The  Juftices  of  the  peace  within  this  diftrifi  who  take  the 
trouble  of  direding  the  bufinefr,  appoint  a  proper  overfeer  to 
attend  the  labourers^  who  are  called  out  to  the  work  by  an  ad- 
vertifement  read  the  preceding  fabbath  at  the  difierent  church- 
es, by  the  precentor^  immediately  after  divine  fervice  is  con- 
cluded \  and  the  perfon  thus  appcMuted,  is  authorifed  to  ac- 
cept of  3d  per  day,  as  a  compofition  from  thofq  who  do  not 
attend* — ^The  money  thus  coUe^ed  from  abfents*  is  applied  to 
the  payment  of  men,  hired  at  pd  per  day,  &c.  to  work  upon 
the  roads.^-By  men  thus  employed^  more  work  is  peformec^ 
and  to  much  better  purpofe  than  by  the  people  who  ought  tado 
it,  who  in  general,  are  not  fenfible  of  the  great  advantage  A 
good  roads,  go  to  the  labour  with  relu6lance>  and  perform  it  ia 
an  aukward  and  flovenly  manner. — There  are  no  turnpikes; 
although  it  is  thought  they  would  be  of  advantage,  yet  it  is 
doubtful  if  this  part  of  the  country  could  bear  the  ezpence. 

Mtfcellantms 
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Mtfcellaneous  jtrtlcles. — ^The  farips  of  the  heritors  are  Inclof- 
cd.  But  the  reft  of  the  parifh  (three  farms  excepted^)  is  o* 
pen«— The  people  however,  as  they  begin  to  have  fpots  in  tur- 
nips and  Town  grafs,  are  led  to  fee  the  neceflity  fori  and  bene* 
fit  of,  inclofures. 

There  is  a  parochial  fchool  hard  by  the  dmrch ;  the  fatarf 
and  perquiGtes  of  the  fchoolmafter  amount  to  about  15I  per 
annum.  The  number  of  fcholars  is  in  winter  about  40,  in 
fummer  froni  15  to  20. 

There  are  fix  ale  houfes,  all  clofe  to  the  road  between  Aber« 
deen  and  Old  Meldrum,  frequented  by  carriers  and  travellers» 
but  rarely  vifited  by  the  parifliioners.— A  few  years  ago  they 
frequently  had  malt  feafts,  i.  e.  the  farmer^  from  whom  the 
country  brewers  bought  th^r  malt  or  barley,  convened  when 
the  price  of  the  malt  became  due,  and  fpent  part  of  it  very 
cheerfully,  to  encourage  their  cuftomers  \  but  this  praflice  is 
now  done  away,  as  they  cannot  aSbrd  to  brew  at  home,  and 
find  it  cheaper  to  take  their  ale  from  the  breweries  at  Aber- 
deen or  Old  Meldrum. — ^Thus  the  money  fpent  in  this  way 
among  tbemfelves  in  a  draught  of  comfortable  ale,  is  frequent* 
ly  laid  out  in  the  gin  fliop  at  Aberdeen,  when  the  people  at- 
tend the  weekly  market. — ^yt  this  is  by  no  means  the  prac- 
tice of  the^generaltty,  who  are  fober,  temperate^  and  decent 
in  their  behaviour. — New  and  elegant  houfes  were  built  with« 
in  the  three  laft  years  at  Elrick  and  Straloch.^Thefe»  with  a 
few  new  farm  houfes,  are  all  the  changes  which  have  happen- 
ed in  this  way  fince  the*  year  1 782. — The  greateft  part  of  the 
farms  are  managed  by  the  families  of  the  tenants^  and  a  few 
hired  fervants. 

Cottagers  are  employed  by  the  refiding  heritors,  and  a  few 
of  the  principal  tenants  only.— Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  find  per- 
fons  of  this  defcription  as  labourers  within  the  parifli,  as  in 
thofe  feafons  of  the  year,  when  they  are  moft  in  requeftj  they 

are 
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are  generally  engaged  in  managing  their  little  fpots  of  ground, 
providing  fuel,  &c. — On  this  account  fuch  of  the  gcntknt»es, 
and  even  principal  tenants,  as  have  occafion  for  conftant  laboo- 
rers,  make  terms  with  them,  when  they  let  their  fmall  poficf- 
fionsi  and  it  may  be  obrerved,  that  fuch  labourers,  under  good 
mafters,  livo^more  comfortably  than  the  middling  tenants  do. 

Thetenants  in  this  pariib,  and  the  undi:r  tenants,  are  bound 
to  fome  perfonal  ferviccf.— They  are  obliged  to  carry  lime, 
fand,  timber  and  flates,  for  building  and  repairing  the  church, 
manfe,  mini  tier's  oflices,  and  the  heritors  houfes ;  and  it  \s 
but  fair  to  remark,  that  with  fuch  difcrttion  have  thefe  prefla- 
tions  been  exaded,  that  although  the  buildings  already  men- 
tioned have  been,  lately  executed,  the  heritors  have  paid  fo 
much  regard  to  the  intereft  of  their  tenants,  that,  for  their 
own  houfes  they  have  carried  all  the  materials,  and  have  paid 
a  fum  of  money  to  the  workmen  engaged  for  the  new  church, 
to  carry  all  the  materials  wanted.^In  fome  eftates  in  the  pa- 
rifli,  the  tenants  are  bound  to  two  or  three  days  in  the  harveft, 
and  fome  days  at  caRing  and  leading  peats. — Some  of  the  un- 
der tenants  are  bound  in  this  way  to  the  principal  tackfmen. 

There  is  no  po(l-o(fice  within  this  pari(h,  the  neareft  to  it 
are  thofe  at  Aberdeen  and  Old-Meidrum  \  the  didance  from 
that  at  Aberdeen  is  10  miles,  from  Old-Meldrum  8.  The  in- 
terior parts  of  the  country^  from  this  circumftancei  labour  un* 
der  difadvantages. 
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NUMBER      JU 
PARISH    OF    KINCARDINE. 

(presbytery    of   DUNBLANE,    SYNOD  OF   PERTH   AND 
STIRLING,    COUNTY   OF   PERTH.) 

Bj  the  Rev.  Mr.  Christopher  Tait, 


Name^  Extent^  l^c. 
"IT  INCARDINE  is  of  Gaelic  originial,  and  faid  by  fomc  to 
-*^  fignify  the  head  of  the  (here,  which  countenances  an 
opinion  entertained  by  many,  and  fupported  by  fcTcral  pre- 
fumptions,  chat  the  Carfe^  upon  the  edge  of  which  the  church 
ftands,  was  antiently  a  continuation  of  the  Firth  of  Forth.— 
The  figure  of  the  parifti  is  triangular.  On  the  S*  it  is  divided 
from  the  pariihes  of  St.  Ninians,  Gargunnock  and  Kippen^ 
by  the  Forth ;— on  the  E.  and  N.  it  is  feparatcd  from  Lecropt 

and  Kilmadock,  by  the  Teath. ^The  extent  of  the  pariih^ 

from  the  confluence  of  thtfe  ftreams,  to  the  S.  W.  extremity 
on  the  fide  of  the  Forth  is  reckoned  to  be  10  miles;  and  from 
the  fame  point  to  the  N.  W.  extremity  on  the  fide  of  the 
Teath  1 2  miles.  The  weRern  boundary,  mcafures  about  7 
miles. «— A  part  of  the  parifli  of  Kilmadock,  about  three  milei 
in  breadth,  interfe£ts  this  diftridl  about  half  a  mile  weft  from 

the 
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the  churchy  and  cuts  off  about  a  mile  from  the  weft  cod  of 
it*. 

Kincardine  is  Ctuatcd  in  the  wideft  part  of  the  rallcj  caDed 
the  Strath  of  Monteath,  which  is  bounded  in  the  N.  and  W. 
by  a  part  of  the  Grampian  mountains.  Among  thefe  Ben* 
Lomond  on  the  W.  Ben* Lady  on  the  N.  W.  BeiKVof- 
Itch  and  Stoontachrone  on  tlie  N.  are  the  moft  conrpicuoQ& 
—On  the  S.  the  valley  is  bounded  by  a  chain  of  hills,  com- 
mencing near  Bannockburn,  and  ftrctching  S.  W.  towards 
Dumbarton.  Un  the  £.  are  the  Ochills,  which  are  fepaiatcd 
from  the  Grampian  mountains,  by  Srath  Allaoi  and  from  the 
S.  hills  by  the  carfe  of  Stirling,  in  which  ftand  the  detached 
rocks  of  Abbey  craig,  Stirling  capped  with  the  caftle^  and  Oraig 
Forth.  Thefe  altogether  afford  fuch  a  variety  of  ftriking  ob> 
]e£ls,  fo  well  difpofed,  as  very  rarely  to  be  equalled. 

There  has  not  been  any  meafurement  made  of  the  whole  pa^ 
rifh;  but  it  is  computed  to  contain  fomewhat  more  than  6ooa 
acres.  The  foil  is  diftinguifhed  ordinarily  into  Carfe  anddry- 
field.«-The  Carfe,  containing  about  4000  acres,  lies  along  the 
Forth,  and  the  dry- field,  containing  about  2000  acre8»  akx^ 
the  Teath.  Only  one  half  of  the  Carfe  is  arable^  the  re* 

mainder  being  covered  by  the  moffes  of  Elincardine  and  Flan* 
ders*  Its  general  appearance  is  that  of  a  dead  flat. -"— And 
its  foil  is  a  rich  blue  clay,  beyond  any  depth  that  has  been 
examined,  excepting  one  corner,  where  a  bed  of  grayel  xifes 
near  the  furface,  as  it  approaches  the  Teath,  and  dips  to- 
wards the  Forth  at  the  rate  of  one  foot  in  the  hundred.-*— 
There  are  many  thin  beds  of  (hells,  particularly  of  oyfters,  at 
difierent  depths  in  the  Carfe,  and  one  of  confiderable  thxckne& 
at  the  bridge  of  Goody,  which  is  in  that  part  of  Kilmadock,  that 

interfeAs 

*  There  is  a  chapel  of  eafc  at  Norriestown  for  the  tnhabitanu  ctf  this  fee* 
lion,  and  for  the  contiguous  parts  of  the  pariihes  of  Kilmadoek  an4  Port, 
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interfcfb  this  parHh.—— There  arc  no  ftones  of  any  kind  in 
the  foil  of  the  carfe,  nor  are  there  any  appearances  of  rock, 
excepting  in  the  eminences  of  Craig  Forth,  the  hill  of  Dript, 
and  the  Nadd,  and  for  a  fmall  extent  of  the  bed  of  the  river  at 
the  cruives  of  Craig  Forth,  and  again  at  the  bridge  of  Drtpt. 
The  flatnefs  of  the  Carfe,  its  being  fo  little  above  the  level  of 
the  fea,  the  nature  of  the  foil,  which  is  fleech,  become  dry, 
intermixed  with  fea  (hells,  together  with  the  appearance  of 
fomc  of  its  banks  in  this  neighbourhood,  conGlling  of  fand,  in 
which  the  marks  of  undulations  are  (till  evident  wherever  the 
furface  is  removed,  render  it  highly  probable,  that  the  foil  of 
the  Carfe  has  been  accumulated  by  the  fea ;  and  that  antiently 
the  Firth  of  Forth  has  received  the  river  twenty  miles  nearer  kj 
fource,  than  it  now  does. 

The  dry-field  rifes  gently  from  the  Carfe  on  one  fide,  and 

from  the  Teath  on  the  other. The  foil  is  a  light  loam. 

Many  nodules  of  whin  (lone,  and  fome  few  of  plumbcake-ftoa^ 
are  ftill  found  on  the  unimproved  parts,  and  are  a  great  ob« 
ftrudlion  to  good  tillage.  In  the  improved  grounds  they  have 
been  blown  with  powder,  at  a  confiderable  expence,  and  re- 
moved.— The  bottom  is  generally  tilU 

It  is  eftimated  that  more  rain,  by  6  inches  yearly,  falls  here» 
than  in  the  eaft  coafts  of  Scotland.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
is  lefs  fnow,  than  in  thcfe  countries*  The  heath  on  the  mois 
of  Kincardine  is  fcarcely  ever  covered  by  (how  *• 

Rivers^ 

*  Rheomttifms  prerail  aracli  among  perfons  of  middle  age,  and  ftrtngos 
are  ftiil  more  apt  to  be  attacked  with  them  than  the  natives.  Slow  fevert  and 
Ifaizcs  are  frequent  in  the  end  of  antumn.  They  feem  to  be  owing  Gbie%  to 
the  faperabundance  of  moifture,  that  proving  often  a  very  rainy  feaion,  and  thef 
are  rendered  more  lingering,  and  more  infe^Uoos,  by  great  inatteation  to  dean- 
lioeft. 

There  are  no  inftances  of  extraordinary  longevity  in  the  parifli;  but  there 
Mt,  icvcral  of  peribni  arriving  at  a  good  age.  One  of  the  prcient  £idcra  ii  S5  ; 

another 
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Rivers^  and  Fi/beries^  (s'c, — The  Goody^  a  fmaU  riycr,  is 
the  only  one  that  has  its  courr^  through  the  parifh.  The  FotA, 
before  mentioned,  is  comprifllid  of  two  (Ireams,  that  unite  a 
little  way  above  th*  bridge  of  Aberfoil,  and  form  the  AronioTf 
or  black  river ;  when  it  enters  the  parifli  of  Port,  it  takes  the 
name  of  Forth,  which  is  faid  to-  be  fynonimous  with  Atoc 
—The  Teaih,  is  alfo  compofcd  of  two  branches,  which  jok 

near  the  village  of  Callander,  and  take  the  name  of  Teath. 

Although  this  name  be  loft  upon  its  junction  with  the  Foni, 
the  Teath  is  a  much  more  beautiful  river  than  the  other,  ai5<i 
dlfcharges  double  the  quantity  of  water— The  Forth  ai?d 
Goody  are  of  a  dark  colour,  with  a  muddy  bottom  ;  the  iih 
in  both  are  of  the  fame  kind,  viz.  pike,  perch  and  eel. — la 
the  Teath  are  falmon,  fea-trout,  various  fpecies  of  frcfii  wa- 
ter trouts,  mufcles  and  a  few  perch — The  falmon  is  the  onlj 
fifli  carried  to  market,  and  for  fiihing  which  any  rent  is  dravn, 
and  even  this  is  very  trifling. — ^Their  prices  arc  regulated  by 
thofe  of  Stirling  market,  which  are  very  variable,  but  upon  ths 
whole,  are  fuppofed  to  be  more  than  double  of  what  they 
were  10  years  ago*. 

The 

anothet  84,  tnd  the  «ifc  of  the  latter  91 ;  there  is  alfo  a  in6re  fioguUrfc&~' 
ty  in  the  lot  of  this  pair,  than  their  long  life ;  they  hare  been  married  ji 
years  ;  their  family,  including  children,  grand  children,  and  (crrants,  c  r- 
lifts  of  13  perfons ;  at  an  average,  it  is  reckoned  to  have  confided  of  lo  per- 
fon$,  yet,  in  that  long  period,  no  member  of  the  family  has  died. 

*  Pearls  are  (bmetimes  found  in  the  o;ufcles,  but  not  in  fuch  number«,  t  r 
of  fuch  value,  as  to  induce  the  proprietors  of  the  water  to  exaA  a  rent  i  ' 

the  privilege  of  fiihing  them. ^This  circumftance  has  perhaps  conthbbtr^ 

to  prevent  the  filbing  from  becoming  as  valuable  as  it  is  capable  of,  for  it  ' 
liippofcd  that  a  conliderablc  number  of  years  are  required  for  perfc^iin^  -r- 
pearls,  but  the  fiihing  being  free,  whenever  any  pearls  of  value  are  found,  t*" 
havock.  among  the  mufcles  docs  not  ceafe,  until  they  are  almofi  cxtirpat. . 
This  was  the  cafe  about  20  years  ago,  fmce  v»hlcl\  time  there  1  as  been  ta 
tihmg  until  very  lately,  when  fome  peailsof  a  £,coJ  fiie  were  found. 
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Tbc  toT^  Gffifes  to  be  ptrigftble  at  the  crui? cb  of  Ctaigfiordi^ 
toboiU  300  yards  bd/Oir  it$  juoiftioii  with  the  Tcath^  in  confe- 
qu^mce  of  a  rock  ftretchiog  amrod  thtf  chaimcl,  and  a  wall  raifed 
vpoo  it  to  prevent  faliaon  from  pafling  the  cruives*  Belo^r 
them  thejtide  nfes  five  feet  at  high  fpring  tides,  but  does  no^  . 
IWmount  the  waU  *• 

PoptUfii^nh-^Tht  population  of  this  pariOi  has  uadergoa^ 
Gonfider?^!^  variations  in  the  coiarfe  of  this  century,  but,  upon 

the  wholci  it  has  increafed  confidcrably. It  is  laid  to  hav^ 

increafed  greatly  from  1730  to  1750.  From  that  period,  to 
1772,  it  feems  to  have  decceafedi  fince  the  Uft  date  it  has  ac« 
quiitd  m^re  than  it  loft  i«  the  Conner  periods*  ^  The  increafe 
vf  population  betwixt  1730  and  1750  is  attributed  partly  to  thd 
additions  made  to  the  villages  of  ThMnhiU  and  Norriestpwj^ 
and  partly  to  increafing  the  number  ^f  ^he  farips,  by  malung 
new  ones  on  the  out-fields,  or  thofp  p^rts-of  the  farms  tb^t 
yrcre  too  remote  from  the  faryi  houtes  for  dimg  being  carried 
to  them,  aad  which  ^hc&efore  f  ora^rly  were  alternately  in  Iieaj 
or  ugder  <i^ta.i-rThe  decrease  from  1750  to  1772,  is  iaiputed 
to  the  deoloUtion  of  Ceveral  fario^  ho^fes  and  cou^^gf^ix^  con« 
fequence  of  500  acres  having  been  indofed,  and  either  kept  izi 
grafs,  or  in  the  9ati|r4  ppflKsflion  of  the  prc^rietor.  Thein- 
creafe  of  the  third  period,  is  owii^g  partly  tp  the  Editions  made 
to  the  villages  already  mentioned  i  but  chiefly  to  the  .eftabli(h« 
ment  of  the  mod  tenants  (or  lairds  as  they  are  called)  in  the 
mofles  of  Kincardine  and  Flanders^ 
By  a  very  accurate  lift,  taken  in  1746^  of  the  men  froto  14 
Vol.  VI.  3  P  7^^ 

*  The  foUawing  ni^toiy  birds  appear  here  in  wioter ;  wUd  geeftf  and 
ibmetimes  fwans,  woodcocks,  field-fares,  hooded  crows,  fome  few  of  thefe 
breed  in  the  bw  country.— Before,  or  durmg,  high  eaft  winds  in  the  Tpring ^ 
gnlb  ibmetimes  Tifit  the  place  ftfr  a  few  days.  The  nombcr  of  wild  §aoCt  tt 
greatly  dininilhed  fiflcc  iht  moft  came  to  be  inhabited. 
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years  of  age  to  60|  that  were  not  eng:^d  in  the  rebellioff} 
their  number  amonnted  to  490.  There  was  a  ganilbn  kept 
bjr  the  rebels  in  Down  caftlc,  wUch  is  lepanitcd  fircmi  diis 
parifli  only  by  the  rirer  Teath.  This  ctrcomftance  rendcn  ic 
probable  that  the  50th  man,  or  10  in  whole,  would  be  engag- 
ed in  the  rebellion,  confequently,  that  the  number  of  men 
then  in  the  parifli,  abore  and  below  60  years  of  age,  was  500* 
»nd  that  the  number  of  fouls  was  aooo.  The  return  to  Dr. 
Webfter  in  1755,  howerer,  was  only  x25o«— The  number  at 
prefent  is  ao6S. 

The  number  of  baptifms,  at  a  medium  of  fe?en  yesLra 
from  the  commeneement  of  the  regifter  in  1696,  was 
annually  •  -  -  -        •  33 

Offeren  years  after  17319  •  -  •  46 

Of  feren  years  after  1746,  ...  44 

Of  fcven  years  after  1770,  -  -  -  40 

Of  the  feren  years  preceeding  1792,  -  •  48 

But  according  to  the  computation  of  the  keeper  of  the  te- 
gifter,  there  are  about  6  baptifins  yearly  not  regiftercd, 
confequendy,  the  annual  a?erage  during  the  laft  period 
is  ....  -  54 

Tlie  number  of  parilhioners  married  at  an  arerage  of  the 

three  laft  years  of  laft  century  was  yearly  *  13 

Of  1731, —32,  and —33  ....  2j 

Of  '749f  —50$  and  — 51  •  -  •         26 

Of  1770, —71,  and —72  ...         -  ip 

Of  1784,  —85,  and  —86  ....  35 

A  reafon,  that  may  be  affigned  for  the  number  of  marriages 
not  iacreafing  of  late,  in  proportion  to  the  fuppofed  increaie  of 
population,  is,  that  the  great  part  of  the  mod  tenants  were 
married  before  they  fettled  in  this  pariflu 
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Tlie  number  of  bttrialsy  at  an  average  of  feven  years,  U  xa 
yearly— --—The  number  of  heritors  is  22 ;  of  thefe  9  reGde. 

Norriestown  and  Thornhill  are  the  only  villages  in  the  pa- 
rUh;  they  are  now  joined,  and  ftandalong  thefummitof  arifinji 
g;round,  on  both  Cdes  of  the  road  from  Stirling  to  the  fort  of 
Innerfiiaid.  The  inhabitants  of  both  amopmt  to  626.  The 
greater  part  of  thefe,  and  a  few  cottagers  in  other  parts 
of  the  parifli,  are  labourers  or  handycraftsmen.*— -Tanning 
is  the  only  trade  of  any  confequence'carried  on  in  Thornhill ; 
it  does  not  employ  above  20  hands.— There  are  alfo  a  few  of 
the  parifluoners  employed  at  the  Adelphi  cotton  work,  which 
lies  in  that  part  of  Kilmadock  that  interfe£is  diis  pari(h,  and 
employs  about  900  people.  At  this  work,  it  u  faid,  the  fineft 
cotton  yam  made  in  Scotland  is  fpun.  ■  1  There  are  t6 
tenants,  and  126  mofs  tenants  within  the  parifli.  *• 

Ecclefiaftkal  State^  fs^c.^There  are  two  clergymen,  viz.  the 
minifter  of  the  parifli,  and  the  mtnifter  of  the  Chapel  of  Eafe 
at  Norriestown* 

The  ftipend  of  the  former  is  L.45  in  money,  16  bolls  of  bear^ 
and  64  of  meal.  The  glebe  confifts  of  5f  acres.-— --The  fund 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  minifter  of  the  Chapel  of  Eafe  was 
formed  partly  of  contributions  by  the  people  of  the  dtftri&» 

3  P  2  for 


*  The  number  of  ftudenU,  particularly  in  diTinity,  was  formerly  very  ( 
£4erabie.  About  x 8  yean  ago  there  were  xS  dergymen  (induding  every  de  • 
nomination)  who  were  natives  of  this  parifli.  They  are  now  reduced  to  4t 
and  there  are  only  two  ftndcntt.        The  great  increafe  of  the  expenoe  of  e» 

dncation,  and  the  emobments  in  that  profeiSon  being  nearly  ftationarys  while, 
inTahnoft  every  other  line  of  life»  they  ate  encreafing  with  aftonifhing  ra^ 

dity,  are  evidently  the  caufes  of  thu  alteration*— A  cotton  ipinaer,  in  the  Se- 
cond year  after  leaving  the  plough,  gains  annually  arum  equal  to  the  aveiago 

of  the  (Bpends  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  which  are  the  reoonpcnce  held  forth 

for  an  expenfivecdncatloB  of  fifteen  yean  at  kail,  sad  for  navy  aorepolups 

•fczpe<iatio&. 
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for  whofe  benefit  it  was  ereAed^  and  pattlf  of  MiMdkm  Made 
in  fire  ffnodi  by  the  anthority  of  the  General  AlleniUy  1730. 
ThU  fund  is  under  the  management  of  the  preAyterf  of 
Dunblane,  who  ate  fubjedl  to  the  codtrotil  of  the  Oeftctal  Af- 
fembly.  Part  of  the  money  mu  applied  to  put ehaie  landa  in 
the  neighbourhood^  and  a  part  of  thefe,  rented  foflBierlj  at 
li.  8 : 6 : 8  it  appropriated  for  a  glebei  and  a  hmtfe  was  Vnik 
upon  it  in  1774.  The  prefent  ftipend  is  L.  30  fterling  aiul  40 
beUs  ^  meal  or  bc4n-'^->The  King  has  prefented  the  pteftnt 
minifter  of  the  par  ifli  and  his  two  immediate  predeoeflot s  i  but 
the  patronage  is  fuppofed  to  be  In  the  number  of  thole  giten 
td  Mr  Drumniond,  the  reprefetitatif  e  of  the  family  of  Perth, 
by  the  kte  aa  of  Parliament  for  teftoring  the  forfeited  eftaies. 
By  an  mEk  of  the  minifters  and  heritors  ot  thole  parilhes, 
from  which  (he  congregation  at  the  chspel  is  formed,  dated 
175O1  confirmed  by  the  prefbytery  of  Dunblane  and  the  Ge» 
neral  Aflembly,  the  chaplain  at  Korrlestowii  was  declared  to 
be  alCftaht  to  the  minifter  of  Kincardine,  who  had  aHb  die 
power  of  nomination  to  the  office  given  him,  which  was  ezer- 
cifed  until  1771.  The  General  Aflembly  of  that  year,  upon 
u  petition  of  the  congregation,  allowed  the  vacancy,  that  had 
then  tabn  pUce,  to  be  fupplied  by  the  majority  of  the  eaam* 
inkUe  perfons«  The  laft  Tacancy  was  filpplied  In  the  fame 
matiner,  with  the  confent  of  th^  minifter  of  Kincardine. 

About  a  third  of  the  parlfliioners  are  feparatifts  of  difitrent 
denominations  \  the  Burgher  Seceders  are  the  moil  numerous 
elafs  %  it  prevails  much  on  the  S.  £•  point  of  the  pariih,  that 
being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stiriingi  where  that  fed  have 
hid  their  mod  numerous  congregation ;  Ebeneser  Erftioe 
b^ing  one  of  thfe  minSfters  of  that  town  at  the  commencement 

9f  the  Scceffion. ^ThcAntiburghcr  Seceders,  and  adhcr* 

^ts  of  the  Prcibytcry  of  ReUef  are  timjX  to  them  in  number. 

There 
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Thertf  are  a  few  Gameroniatis  and  feme  ^iico|)alian6,  and  aifo 
4  f  afli9ie8  of  Roman  Cadiolics  who  came  lately  from  the  High- 
landg*  ■■  iThe  people  of  this  parHh  are  regular  in  perform* 
ing  all  the  external  duties  of  religion,  and  are  in  general  fobcr, 
indttftrious^  and  firvgal.  Among  feveral  of  them,  however, 
the  eflFe^s  ^f  thd  diUMery  of  malt  fphritdy  that  wa$  carried  on 
to  a  great  extent  in  Thomhil),  before  the  aA  reftiidbtng  it  to 
fttlls  of  a  v^ry  large  capacity  was  pafled,  are  ftill  difeerniUe, 
in  that  want  of  veracity,  and  of  refpe£l  for  the  law,  that  pro- 
penfity  to  intemperance,  to  fraud  and  pilfering,  which  the  fit* 
perabundance  of  fpirituods  liqu6fd|  and  the  habits  of  defrasd- 
ing  Goverfiment  have  fo  ftrong  a  tendency  to  produce. 
The  prefent  law  refpe£ling  the  diftillery,  by  eftablifhing  a  com- 
poGtion  for  die  excife  dudes,  has,  however,  very  wifely  re- 
moved the  temptations  to  fraud. 

The  total  annual  amount  of  the  emoluments  of  the  patilh 
fchoolmafter  does  not  (exclufive  of  a  houfe  and  garden)  exceed 
I».  a^  fterfing.— There  are  bcfidci  five  private  fchool^  which 
in  winter  are  well  attended,  but  in  fummer  almoft  deferted, 
the  children  being  then  engaged  in  keeping  cows  and  other  ru- 
ral employments.  The  number  of  fcholars  attending  them 
in  winter  exceeds  300  *• 

/W.— In  1775,  in  confequence  of  an  aft  of  quarter  fcf- 
fions  bf  the  country  for  reftraining  the  poor  from  begging, 
and  obliging  their  refpe£iive  pariflies  to  maintain  them,  this 
pariihi  with  a  few  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  aileflcd  them- 
felves  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  who  had  formerly 

been 

*Tkertli«ilf  MeakhonfeiiitlMc^imtrrpartoftheparifh.  toTfiMD^ 
hiU  tilers  trr  fttra.  Tiler  product  very  penucioas  eiTe^b  there,  ai  they  do 
erefy  wbcft  elft,  wliere  thty  wtt  kept  for  sny  other  purpofe  than  for  the  ac 
cottisodatjon  of  traTelleff,  or  of  people  on  bofinefs;  efpeciallf  when  the  inn* 
^ee|>erf  are  lowperfims^ 
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been  in  the  pra£tice  of  begging,  and  they  have  done  fo  horn 
time  to  time,  Cnce  that  period.— ^But  at  the  laft  meetsng  of 
the  heritors  and  the  ktrk-feflion,  it  was  carried  to  drop  the  piaii» 
whenever  the  money  already  levied  fliould  be  exhanfted^  ^iriiidi 
it  will  in  a  few  weeks. — ^The  firft  and  higheft  aflcflhftcnt  wa» 
IIS*  6d.  upoaeach  hundred  pound  of  valued  renu  The 
number  of  poor  upon  the  roll  in  1775  was  12,  it  has  myw  de- 
creafcd  to  3. — ^The  weekly  allowance  varies  from  6d.  to  is.  8d. 
for  each  perfon.--^— The  feffions  funds  (including  the  proper* 
rion  of  the  coUedions  at  the  chapel  ordinarily  given  to  the 
poor  of  this  pariih)  amount  to  JU  24  yearly  *• 

*  tt  will  I  belicTe  sppetr  fingubr,  that  a  poor*f  rate  has  been  cllaMifliPit  m 
a  pariOiland  given  Up  without  occafioning  much  compUiat  or  much  luudlhip 
to  the  poor.  It  has  been  done  perhaps  a  little  prematuretj  $  but  thin^  were 
in  fucb  a  train,  that  a  (hort  time  longer  might  have  made  tliem  ripe  far  H. 

As  wtiatever  tends  to  diminish  the  number  of  peribns  dependent  npoa  pab> 
lie  charity,  promotes  the  proTpcrity  of  the  country,  ibbriety,and«  of  coiirie»do- 
neftic  comforty  among  the  labouring  poor,  I  (ball  mention  what  I  tblak  the 
cauies  of  Aich  an  uncommon  occurrence. 

It  is  no  doubt  partly  owing  to  the  conibnt  employment  and  hl^icr  w^es 
that  are  given  to  handy  craftfmen  and  hboorers ;  but  thele  drcumflaiices,  sn- 
lefs  combined  with  other  caufes,  might  perhaps  have  produced  an  oppafile  cf» 
it€t. 

iMi  money,  it  hat-  been  obferred,  is  laved  in  general  by  thole  whofe  revenue 
is  certain  and  unvariable,  than  by  pcrfons  whofe  ^ains  are  uncertain  :  And 
high  prices  of  labour,  if  proper  attention  be  not  paid  to  the  management  of 
the  poor,  has  frequently  theefTcA  of  heightening  the  poor's  rates. 

The  labourer  and  mechanic,  if  certain  of  conftant  employment,  wiicn  in 
health  and  vigour,  and  fecurc  of  being  Aippofted  by  the  parifh  in  (Sr*»wft  ot 
old  age,  is  but  too  apt  toaccuftom  himfelf  to  a  mode  of  living  correijxuident  to 
his  wages,  and  when  he  needs  fuppiy  from  the  pariih,  he  ezpeOs  it  to  be  ade- 
quate to  the  habits  of  espence  he  has  acquired,  and  is  damocoos  if  he  is  diP 
appointed ;  and  the  lefs  defervinghe  is  of  favour,  the  more  cfaunorons  he  h^^ 
T|iif  is  evidently  one  caufe  of  the  height  of  the  poor's  xatcsy  whete  they  have 

'bcca 
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Xflffgtfj^f.-^The  Scotch  language  is  fpoken  ordinarily. 
But  t8  for  many  years  pad,  a  confiderable  proportion  of 
the  fenrants  here  have  been  natives  of  the  highlands,  and 
of  late  above  a  hundred  families  from  thefe  countries  have 

fettled 

been  kmg  eflabliihed^-^They  being  almoft  uniformly  high  where  the  price  of 
labour  is  high. 

While  therefore  the  more  regular  employment  amd  the  higher  wages,  that 
are  now  g^ven  to  labourers  and  handycraftfmen,  are  juftly  confidered  as  the 
principal  canfes  of  the  diminution  of  the  poor ;  I  hazard  the  opinion,  that  the 
fiilutary  efle£t  of  thefe  was  owing  greatly  to  the  mode  of  managing  their  poor 
adopted  by  this  pariih. 

When  it  was  determined  that  the  poor  ihould  be  reftiained  from  begging, 
this  pa/ilh  very  wifely  rdblred  to  prcierve  the  diftinOion  betwixt  thofe  who 
had  begged,  and  thole  who  had  lired  at  home,  and  received  fupply  from  the 
f eiCoa ;  theie  laft  being  in  g^eral  induftrious,  and  free  from  the  vices  that 
prevail  too  often  among  the  begging  poor. 

The  begging  poor  alone  were  put  on  the  parlfh  fimd,  and  previous  to  this 
being  done  they  were  obl^d  to  give  an  aiGgnation  of  ail  their  effe^  to  the 
pariih* 

The  intention  of  this  alCgnation  was»  not  only  to  prevent  any  from  pre- 
tending poverty,  but  alTo  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  managers  to  regdate 
the  funeral  ezpences  of  iuch  of  the  poor  as  died. 

People  of  that  rank  have  their  pride  and  their  prejudices,  as  well  as  their 
luperiors,  and  it  was  wifely  determined  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  on  that  occafion, 
and  to  affix  fnch  a  degree  of  difcredit  upon  thoie  maintained  from  the  poor's 
rate»  as  to  prevent,  as  much  as  poffible.  the  eftabliflunent  of  it  operating  as  an 
encouragement  of  idlenefs,  or  a  want  of  oeconomy. 

The  wiiilom  of  this  management  has  appeared  in  its  efTe^s.  The  averlion 
of  the  poor  to  a  funeral,  from  which  any  part  of  the  ufual  cxpence  has  been 
retrenched,  has  prevented  feveral  perfons  from  claiming  to  be  put  upon  the 
roU^-iThe  defire  of  what  is  called  a  decent  funeral,  i.  e.  one  to  which  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  diftriA  are  invited,  and  at  which  every  part  of  the  ufual  en- 
tertainment isg^ven,  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  in  that  rank  of  people.  The  ex* 
peace  of  it  amounts  nearly  to  il.  This  fum  therefore  every  peribn  in  mean 
ctrcumftances  is  anxious  to  by  up>  and  he  wxU  not  fpare  it  unlefs  reduced  to 
the  gretteft  extremity* 

The 
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fettled  ia  the  pttUh,  prmcipallf  in  the  aiofiu  The  Gadic  b 
the  only  laoguage  fpoken  hf  tomt  of  the  iahabkanti^  and  m* 
py  most  of  them*un<krftand  it  better  than  thp  Sco^plu 

The  pames  of  places  aie  partly  of  <3aclic  oijginalt  as  TtU 
gmrtbp  Gartiocbp  Amive,  and  partly  of  Scotch,  as  Bankhcadi 
Weftwood*. 

Roads,  Sridgei.^Gttzt  part  of  the  public  roads  hxfe  hccB 
made  anew,  and  bridges  built  where  wanted,  within  the  laft  23 
years* 

The  bridge  of  Dript  over  the  Forth^  on  Uie  foad  to  Stit^ 
]ingi  h  the  only  conCderabie  one.  It  was  bnik  bf  (mbfe^ 
tlon.— The  other  bridges,  as  alfo  the  roads,  were  executed  by 
the  ftatute  labour,  or  by  allowance  from  the  county  food  for 
roads  and  bridges. — Both  are  now  in  pretty  good  conditko ; 
therefore,  although  the  quantity  of  carri^e  upon  them  is  in- 
creafcd  beyond  all  comparifon,  there  is  good  ceafon  to  coaditdci 
that  the  ftatute  labour,  etpedMj  if  compounded  lor  at  an  a* 
dequate  price,  will  be  fufEcient  to  keep  them  in  repair. 

It  does  not  appear  that  turnpikes  would  apply  well  to  the 
roads  of  this  pari(h  j  for  if  lime  for  manure  was  exempted  from 
toU,  the  ezpence  of  colle£Uons  would  ampunt  to  a  coufideia* 
bk  (hare  of  the  fum  kvicd. 

At 

The  feflion  generally  allow  this  film  for  the  fimenl  of  fuch  of  the  poor  as 
have  been  mainuin^d  from  ^eir  fund,  if  the  value  of  the  eflcAs  of  the  deccai^ 
ed  do  not  fall  very  much  Ibort  of  it.  And  the  delire  of  fecaring  this  has  in- 
duced fome>  trhohad  a  lai^e  fliare  of  the  vices  of  the  begging  poor»  and  viho 
night  otherwiTe  have  been  clamorous  for  a  high  alloveance  from  the  parilh,  to 
reft  iatisfied  with  fuch  occaHonal  fupply  as  the  felDon  thought  fit  to  ^ve 
them.  , 

*  Doaor  Robeit  Walkee,  Ute  mc  <if  (he  qiMlftett  of  Mlata3g^»  9oA  a»* 
ihor  of  the  candid  «Bd  Ingenms  dl»y«  09  ilie  ]>oppl«(tioD  of  Mi^tkBt  natjinmi 
ftc.  fon  of  Mr  Matthew  Wallace  minider  of  this  par\(lix  ws»>09t  tf^*  4a 
X696. 

X  Kflvy 
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At  any  rate,  as  there  is  no  great  thoroughfare,  that  ezpence 
muft  be  paid  principally  by  this  and  the  two  adjoining  pariflies^ 
confequcntly,  if  the  ftatute  labour  (hall  be  found  inadequate, 
to  the  fupport  of  the  roads,  it  will  be  wife  in  thefe  pariOies  to 
afiefs  themfelres,  in  proportion  to  their  refpe^ive  interefts,  in 
whatever  fums  may  be  required  further  for  this  purpofe. 

The  mod  obvious  difadvantage  under  which  this  parifli,  and 
particularly  the  carfe  part  of  it,  labours,  is  the  diflicuity  of  com- 
munication with  the  neighbouring  country. 

This  is  owing,  on  the  one  fide,  to  the  mofles,  and  on  the  o* 
ther  to  the  want  of  fords  in  the  rivers  that  abound  in  the  pariih, 
and  the  paucity  of  bridges  over  them.  Another  difadvantage 
is,  that  there  is  no  public  worfhip,  nor  religious  inilruifiion  in 
the  Gaelic  laViguage,  within  the  reach  of  thofe  Highlanders^ 
that,  to  the  number  of  90  families,  have  lately  fettled  in  the 
n^ofs  of  Kincardine,  fciveral  of  whom  have  not  fuch  a  know- 
ledge of  the  Englifli  as  to  be  able  to  undetftand  either  prayers 
or  fermons  in  it. 

The  Society  for  propagating  Chriftlan  Knowledge  was  cfta- 
bliflied,  principally,  for  communicating  religious  in(lru£lton  to 
the  Scotch  bighlanders,  and  L.1000  ih  given  annually  by  his 
Majcfty  for  the  fame  purpofe,  which  is  under  the  management 
of  the  General  Aflembly.  The  people  of  this  parifh,  however, 
have  hitherto  received  no  benefit  from  either  of  thefe  funds,  as 
;m  opinion  prevails  that,  both  by  the  rules  of  the  Society,  and 
t!ie  terms  of  the  donation,  the  advantages  of  them  are  reftric- 
ted  to  thofe  perfons  fpeaking  the  Gaelic  language,  who  conti* 
nue  to  rcGde  in  the  Highlands  *• 

Vol.  VI.  3  Q^  Alterations. 

Heoty  Hom^,  Efqr.of  Kaimes,  one  of  the  fenators  of  the  coU«ge  ofjuftice, ' 
and  autltor  ol  niany  eminent  works  in  philofophy,  criticirai,  and  agriculture, 
was  buried  here  in  December  1782. 

♦  An  application  to  the  focicty  by  ftrcnty  of  the  families  who  are  fettled 
in  the  centre  part  of  the  parllh,  for  a  fchoolmailer  was  refufed  upon  thisground, 

tt 
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jUteraiions.-^lt  is  the  opinion  of  the  moft  intelUgeot  per* 
fons  of  all  ranks,  that  the  population  of  (his  part  of  the  coun- 
try has  incrcafed  greatly  in  the  fpace  of  the  laft  30  years.  And 
that  it  is  unqucfttonable  that  during  the  laft  25  years  the  coon* 
try  in  general,  and  this  parifli  in  particular,  hare  made  a  great 
progrefs  in  wealth,  in  agriculture,  and  thofe  improTcments  coo- 
ne^led  with  it.  « 

The  rent  is  increafed  at  leaft  one  half,  and  the  Talue  of  land 
is  neatly  double. — One  tenant  bellows  as  much  in  manure 
for  bis  fami  as  three  did  at  that  time,  and  horfes  and  im- 
plements of  hufbandry  are  become  far  more  valuable.— ^A 
that  time  there  were  only  twt)  bridges  over  the  Forth,  viz.  one 
at  Stirling,  and  another  at  Aberfoyle,  now  three  more  are 

bnilr 

It  mty  be  a  difficult  matter  to  ciTc^ate  an  alteration  of  the  rules  of  the  So» 
dety,  but  iilrely  there  is  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  great  change  in  the  drcuc. 
fiances  of  the  Highlands  that  has  taken  place,  will  cither  oocafion  an  altera- 
tion in  the  terms  of  his  Maje(ly*$  donation,  or  that  the  General  AfZemUy  viU 
adhere  rather  to  the  fpirit,  than  the  letter  of  it ;  and-  now  that,  from  the  in- 
trodu^on  of  Ihecp  into  the  Highlands,  and  other  caufes,  a  great  nnmbcr  of  tl» 
native  Highlander!  have  been  removed  and  fopplantcd  by  fouth  conntry  gia- 
2iers  and  (hepherds ;  fuch  of  them  as  have  preferred  fettling  in  the  low  coun- 
try to  emigrating  to  America,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  better  deferring,  as 
well  u  (landing  mort  in  need  of  relief  from  his  Ma]efty*s  bounty,  than  if  they 
were  dill  permitted  to  dwell  within  the  boundaries  defcribed  in  his  dofiatisx 
—For,  when  living  there,  however  remote  from  their  pariih  church,  they  vrrr 
Hill  under  the  charge  of  a  clergyman  who  underftood  their  language. — But 
when  removed  to  the  low  country,  they  are  not  only  far  diftant  from  GaeEc 
places  of  worfliip,  but  they  have  not  any  clergyman  that  underilands  their  lan- 
guage who  is  particularly  interefted  in  their  in(lru€tion. 

As  thoie  natives  of  the  Highlands,  who  have  been  removed  to  the  low 
country,  are  more  in  need  of  relief  from  the  Society,  or  from  his  Majeily's 
bounty,  (b,  on  the  other  hand,  the  prefcnt  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  are  £sr 
ftom  beiug  (b  much  in  need  of  it  as  their  predeceflbrs  were. 

The  great  extent  of  the  Highland  parilhes,  which  was  one  leaibn  for  the  in- 
flitutipn  of  the  Society,  and  for  his  Ma)eay*s  donation,  no  doubt  remains  tf 
formerly.    Bat  the  nuxaber  of  the  pariihioncrs  is  greatly  diminKhed. 


of  Kincardine.  491 

built  betwixt  thcfe, — Then  there  was  only  one  bridge  over  the 
Forth,  viz.  at  Down ;  three  have  been  built  fince  that  period* 
—•During  that  fpace  alfo  the  greater  part  of  the  public  roads 
hare  received  a  better  direfkion,  and  are  well  madc^  and  brid- 
ges have  been  built  over  the  rivulets. 

Extenfive  plantations  have  alfo  been  made,  and  one  half  of 
the  parifli  inclofed.— Before  the  period  above  mentioned^  the 
greater  part  of  the  farm  houfes  were  miferable  huts  built  of 
fed,  few  of  the  holes  called  windows  had  a  bit  of  glafs  in 
them ;  and  commonly  there  was  no  other  partition  in  the 
houfe  than  that  formed  by  two  beds  fet  acrofs  it,  foas  to  leave 
a  paiTage  betwixt,  upon  which  there  was  generally  a  door.— 
Now  above  three  fourths  of  the  houfes  in  the  eaft  end  of  the 
pariih  are  rebuilt  fubdantially  of  ftone  or  brick.  All  have 
glazed  windows,  fome  are  covered  with  blue  flates,  and  the 

offices  with  tile. The  houfes  of  one  half  of  the  mofs  te« 

nants  are  at  prefent  in  a  better  (late  than  thofe  of  the  moft 
fubdantial  farmers,  excepting  half  a  dozen,  were  formeriy.— . 
There  is  alfo  fome  improvement  upon  the  mode  of  living  of  e« 

▼cry  rank,  and  a  ftiil  greater  upon^.their  drcfs. They  have 

become  a  little  more  attentive  to  cleanlinefs  than  they  were 
formerly,  but  there  is  flill  too  much  room  for  improvement  in 
this  article  with  refpe£k  to  their  perfonsj  and  ftill  more  with 

refpe£l  to  their  houfes  *• 

3  Q.  2  Improvements. 

*  The  conrie  of  the  Forth  above  Stirling  was  fhrrcycd,  with  the  view  of 
eonoeAing  it  with  the  Clyde.  When  the  preference  was  given  to  the  auial 
now  executed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Carron,  a  icheme  was  formed  for  making 
the  Forth  navigable,  as  far  as  the  bridge  of  Gaitroore,  by  veflcls  drawing  on* 
ly  3JL  feet  of  water,  for  tranTporting,  for  the  ufe  of  the  country  upon  its  banks, 
lime  from  Lord  El^'s  kilns,  and  Aberfoil,  and  coals  from  the  fide  of  Devon, 
where  a  canal  was  to  be  made.— The  dUlance  from  the  mouth  of  the  Forth 
to  the  bridge  is  %^  Biiies»  if  meafored  in  a  ftraight  line,  and  49  by  the  ooorfe 
of  the  river.    The  tide  flows  to  the  cniivcs  of  Craigfqrth,  dUUnt  from  the 


491  Statyiical  Account 

Imprcvemcftiu^^The  mofles  of  Kincardine  and  Flanden, 
which  coTcr  more  than  aooo  acres  of  the  Carfe  ground  in  this 
pirifti^  arc  in  a  fituation  (imilar  to  that  of  the  moBcs  of  FtoSk  and 
Dunmorci  betwixt  the  Forth  and  Carron.    They  are  alfo  eri- 

deailf 

mouth  of  the  riTcr,  7  miles  meafuring  in  a  ftraight  Une,  and  x6  by  the  via- 
dings  of  its  channel.— -^Veffcls  drawing  nine  feet  «-atcr  may  in  the  dricii 
leaibns  navigate  the  river,  in  neap  tides,  as  far  as  Manour,  or  half  thfC  diibace 
to  Craigforth.  Betwixt  thofc  two  places  there  are  ibme  (hallows,  over  vhkit 
▼eflels,  drawing  more  than  fire  feet  water,  cannot  paTs  at  neap  tides,  when 
the  water  was  low.  ■  At  tlie  bottom  of  the  ftream,  below  the  bridge  oi 
Gartmore,  the  Airface  of  the  river,  uhcn  in  its  lowef^  ftate,  is  nearly  30  feet 
higher  than  that  below  Craigforth  in  neap  tides— The  difference  is  ia  ge- 
neral much  lefs,  and  efpecially  where  there  is  any  frefli  in  the  rircr,  Th: 
common  depth  of  tlie  riTcrs  is  from  8  to  10  feet,  bnt  there  are  fliallous  in  £rre- 
lal  parts  of  it,  upon  fomc  of  which  there  are  at  times  only  two  feet  of  water-r— 
From  the  termination  of  the  tide-way  at  Criagforth,  to  the  bottom  of  the 
(Ueam  below  the  bridge  of  Gartmore,  there  are  only  three  falls  perceptible  ia 
the  river :  One  of  8  feet  at  Craigforth  }  another  of  3  feet,  at  the  ford  of 
Frew;  the  third  of  8{-  feet,  at  the  bridge  of  CardTors.^It  wat  propofed  to 
creA  two  locks,  at  Kildean  below  Craigforth,  each  fix  feet  In  height;  to 
make  a  'canal,  acroTs  a  peninfula,  from  that  place  to  the  fouthweft  point 
of  Craigforth  hill,  and  to  raife  a  dam  there,  four  feet  in  height,  acro^i 
the  channel  of  the  river,  which  it  was  fuppofed  would  raife  the  furface  of  ^t 
nearly  that  height,  as  far  as  the  furd  of  Frew.  A  dam  five  feet  high  erec- 
ted below  the  mouth  of  the  Goody,  which  is  below  the  Frew,  it  was  inppo&d, 
would  make  that  river  i^avigable  4  miles  above  Thornhill,  and  give  dead  wattr 
!n  the  Forth,  near  to  the  head  of  the  ford  at  Cardrofs. — ^Vnothcr  dam  and 
lock  of  the  fame  height  at  that  ford,  it  was  fuppofed  would  give  a  fuffidect 
depth  of  water  nfiar  to  tho  bridge  at  Gaitmore,  and,  when  there  was  any 
frefh  in  the  river,  would  allow  vefllU  to  paf^^  into  the  dead  water  above  the 
bridge. 

The  expence  of  making  this  navigation  in  the  ¥orth,  frooa  Kildeui  to 
the  btidge  of  Gartmore,  and  in  the  Goody,  4  miles  above  Thorohill,  was  cfli- 
Oiatcd  at  L.5830  exclufive  of  the  price  of  nine  and  a  half  acres  of  ground  re- 
hired for>  the  canal  at  Kildean,  and  ^  temporary  damage  that  woold  t? 
fa(bk\ntd  by  as  much  more  ground, 

,  A»  tne  principal  obftni^Uont  to  the  exocotian  of  this  plan  are  greatly  iU 
Utiiiiflie^  or  no  longer  cxiA,  it  is  to  be  hoped  tbatit  willbeuAupacd, 
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dently  of  the  fame  ivitttre,  and  have  had  the  fame  origta.— i^ 
Kincardine  mofs  is  wholly  in  this  parifli.     About  25  years  a- 
go,  it  confifted  of  1800  acres.     Flanders  mofs  is  more  thaa 
three  times  that  extent.    Part  is  in  this  parifh,  and  part  in  the 
patiflies  of  Kilmadock,  Kippen,  and  Port. —  The  motks  ave 
evidently  fuperindaced  over  the  foil  of  the  Carfe ;  being  (b 
much  above  it  as  their  own  thicknefs;  they  are  therefore  not 
liable  to  be  flooded  by  water^  and»  as  diere  is  only  one  fpring 
dtfcovered  in  them,  the  wettiefs  is  owing  wholly  to  the  quali- 
ties of  the  mo&  or  bog-earth.— »  All  ihefe  have  been  coofi* 
dered  as  capable  of  unprovement,  but  any  progrefs  made  in 
reclaiming  them  was  to  flow,  that  a  ptrfen  of  great  property 
has,  within  thefe  laft  20  years,  cxprefled  frequently  h^  wiih^ 
that  the  ftrft,  at  leaft,  had  rather  been  a  piece  of  water..-^--^ 
They  are  now,  however,  in  higher  eftimation^  ia  con&quence 
of   the    improvements  that  have   been  ma^e,     particularly 
on  that  of  Kincardine.«»«^'rhere  were  different  methods  in 
ufe  formerly  for  improving  the  mo£s,  which  in  general  were 
confined  to  the  fpread-field,  that  is,  the  wafte  mofis,  which 
being  unfit  for  peat,  had  been  caft  behiad  the  peat  cutters^  and 
its  furface  being  fmoothed,  and  drains  cut  in  it,  the  peats 

were  laid  upon  it  to  be  dried. It  was  already  drained  fo  far 

as  to  bear  cattle  in  dry  weather.  So:ce  perfons  ploughed,  and 
when  it  became  dry,  fet  fire  to  it*  By  repeating  this  opera* 
tion,  as  often  as  their  convenience  or  the  feafon  permitted, 
fuch  a-quantity  of  aifaes  was  procured,  as  being  incorporated 
with  the  remaining  bog-earth,  produced  a  coarfe  grafs.— ^ 
Where  the  mofs  was  thin,  it  was  fometimes  confumed  fo  far 
by  this  operation,  that  the  plough  might  reach  the  clay,  in 
tliis  cafe  the  mofs  was  faid  to  be  gained,  x.  e.  made  arable.— 
Where  the  mofs  was  too  thick  to  be  gained  by  ploughing  and 
burning,  it  was  a  common  pradice  to  carry  part  to  the  con- 
tiguous groundi  whichi  being  exhauftcd  by  producing  feveral 

crop5 
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CTope  of  oats  in  fuccdEon,  and  at  a  diftance  from  the  donglully 
the  only  manure  almoft  then  ufcd,  was  lying  wafte,  or  corer- 
ed  rerj  thinly  with  grafs*  its  natural  produce.    Here  it  was 
dried  and  burnt ;  and  the  aihes  being  ploughedin,  the  gnnuid 
was  cropped  with  oats,  until  it  would  produce  no  more.*^^ 
A  third  method  of  reclaiming  the  mofs  was  to  dig  ditchcs»  or 
goats,  as  they  are  called,  at  fuch  diftances,  and  of  fuch  depths, 
that  the  clay  dug  from  them  was  fufiicient  to  cover  the  iotcr- 
mcdiate  fpaces  of  mofs  to  the  depth  defired.— The  day,  when 
dug,   was  thrown  at  fuch  diftances  fironi  the  ditch,  that  fe 
much  mofs  wis  left  on  each  fide  of  it  uncovered,    as  was 
thought  fufficient  to  fill  it  again  to  a  level  with  the  bottom  c^ 
the  ftratum  of  clay  laid  upon  the  furface*    The  firft  of  thefe 
•  methods  required  only  a  little  labour  of  the  farmer  and  his 
cattle,  at  a  time,  when  by  the  mode  of  hufbandry  then  pradifed, 
there  was  little  other  employment  for  them. — ^The  returns  it 
produced  were  proportionably  trifling,  unlefs  where  the  mdb 
was  fo  (hallow  as  to  be  nearly  confumcd  by  this  operation* — 
The  fecond  method  required  more  labour,  and  produced  more 
valuable  returns,  viz.  three  and  fometimes  more  crops  of  oats; 
but,  as  the  foil  was  touched  in  fome  degree  by  the  mofs  be- 
ing burnt  once  upon  it,  when  the  half  burnt  mofs  had  been 
ploughed  into  it,  it  became  more  fufceptible  of  damage  from 
the  fire  every  time  die  operation  was  repeated.     And,  this 
being  the  only  one  the  farmer  thought  of,  for  making  tbofe 
grounds  productive,  it  was  repeated  as  often  as  he  could. 
When  long  perfifted  in,  this  management  reduced  the  furface 
nearly  to  a  caput  mortuumj  for  which  the  only  remedy  yet 
found,  is  by  very  deep  ploughing,    or  by  goating,  which  was 
defcribed  as  the  third  method  of  reclaiming  mofs,  to  bring  up 
a  confidcrable  qu^^ntity  of  frefh  clay.— The  goating  of  the  mofs 
was  the  moft  expenfive  method,  but  it  made  the  moft  fubftaa- 
tial  improvement,  efpecially  if  any  confidcrable  quantity  of 

cUf 
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eUy  was  raifed>  as,  in  that  cafe,  it  foiraed  a  new  foil|  whtch^ 
comprefling  the  mo£s  by  its  weight,  its  fpunginefs^  produced 
no  bad  tSt&z* 

Mofs  improred  in  this  manner,  after  producing  fome  crops 
of  grain,  has  continued  for  40  years  to  be  good  pafturage. 
The  grafs  is  coarfe  indeed,  but  it  would  have  been  finer  if 
due  attention  had  been  paid  to  keep  the  drains  open. 

Aa  thofe  methods  could  be  ufed  to  advantage  on  the  fpread- 
field  onlyi  which  is  about  one  third  of  the  thicknefs  of  the 
mofs  in  its  natural  ftate,  confequently  no  very  extenGve  im- 
provements could  be  made  by  them,  when  fuch  were  aimed 
at,  the  pra£):ice  of  floating  off  the  mofs  by  water  was  adopted* 
On  the  mofs  of  Kincardine  alone  there  are  1 26  families,  con- 
taining 640  fouls,  employed  in  this  work. — The  water  is  part- 
ly coUefled  upon  the  mofs  itfelf,  and  partly  brought  upon  ]t» 
by  two  channels  raifed  by  embanking,  from  the  dry-field 
which  lies  higher  than  the  mofs  *. 

Since  1 770,  about  280  acres  of  the  mofs  of  Kincardine  have 
been  reclaimed  by  the  mofs  tenants  before  mentioned,  and 
the  farmers  of  the  contiguous  grounds. 

The  depth  of  the  high  mods,  or  that  from  which  no  peat 
has  been  cut,  is  from  8  to  14  feet ;  that  of  the  fpread- field  it 
from  a  to  6  feet,— The  depth  of  wafte  moCs,  which  conftitutes 
the  principal  part  of  the  fpread*  field,  is  in  general  in  the 
proportion  of  4  to  8  of  that  part  of  the  mofs  which  b  fit  for 
peat. — The  expence  of  clearing  an  acre  of  the  high  mofs  U 
from  L.  10  to  L.  X2  and  of  the  fpread- field  from  L.3  to 
L.6  f. 

Agricuhun. 

*  In  one  infVaace,  water  is  nufed  from  the  Teath  to  the  height  of  xg  feet, 
bf  a  Ferfian  wheel; and  cooTcyed  about  300  yards  in  a  pipe  of  18  inches  diame- 
ter,'which  dlfcharges  it  into  an  aqueduA  that  reaches  the  mofs  at  the  diifamce 
•f  800  yards. 

t  The  eocouragemeats  glTcn^for  rtmovlng  the  mofs  are  dificrent  with 

difoeat 
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jfgricuft'^re.^  About  one  halfof  the  Carfe  is  ft  ill  coTered  by 
the  roofics  of  Kincardine  and  Flanders  before  defcribcd. — ^The 

other 

(Cilerent  proprietors.    The  mod  common  method  is  to  let  a  portion,  com* 

monly  from  6  to  S  acres,  to  a  mofs  tenant  or  laird,  ai,  in  contempt,  he  ii 
l^encraUy  ftiled,  for  36  years.— In  money  and  timber  for  building  his  hut  he 

receives  from  the  proprietor  to  the  amount  of  L.  3  or  L.  4  sterling. — No  rent 
is  exaAed  for  the  firft  7  years  :  On  the  eighth  he  pays  a  nerk  Scotch,  ad- 
^ancia<T  a  merk  each  year,  until  the  20th  year  :  For  this,  and  the  remaiiUDg 
18  years,  he  pays  at  the  rate  of  xas.  yearly  for  each  acre  cleared,  and  as.  6d. 
per  acre  for  what  is  not  cleared. — This  laft  obligation  is  confidered  merely 
as  a  fpur  to  the  tenant  to  reclaim  the  ground ;  for  the  mofs,  in  its  origittal 
ilate,  is  not  worth  3d.  per  acre. 

At  the  end  of  the  (eaie,  all  bnikliogs  that  have  beco  creeled  «poii  tlie  poA 
fcflion  belong  to  the  proprietor;  and  the  tenant  is  not  entitled  to  any  com- 
penfation  for  them,  or  his  improvements. — Some  proprietors,  of  more  libenl 
and  enlarged  views,  pay  to  the  tenant  from  L.  3  to  L.  13  for  each  acre  re« 
claimed,  according  to  the  depth  of  the  mofs,  oic-  bog-earth  removed  from  it. 
— In  fome  cafes,  this  is  paid  when  the  work  is  executed ;  in  others,  it  is 
paid  at  the  end  of  the  Icafe  In  the  firil  caie,  the  tenant  pays  from  12s.  to 
x6s.  of  rent  per  acre,  in  the  feeond  cafe  he  pays  no  rent.—- At  whatever  of 
thcfc  periods  payment  is  made  to  the  tenant,  much  more  enconragcmejit  and 
ability  is  afforded  to  him,  to  perfcvere  in  reclaiming  the  ground,  than  is  done 
\y  the  terms  of  the  leafes  fiHl  defcribcd. — For  as*'  a  great  part  of  the  mo^ 
tenants  depend  upon  their  labour  for  tlie  maintenance  of  themfclvcs  and  their 
families ;  during  the  6r(l  years  of  their  leaie,  when  they  have  littk  gnnmd 
cleared,  and  have  their  houfc  to  build,  they  can  atfoid  to  beftow  only  a 

,  foail  part  of  labour  towards  improving  their  pofleffions.  But  about  the  X2th 
year  of  the  Icafe,  when  commoi^y  the  tenant  has  got  from  tut)  to  three  acres 
cleared,  the  produce  thereof  maintains  his  family,  and,  by  the  iale  of  his 
peats,  he  procures  money  for  purchafing  eloaths  and  manure,  he  can  then  be- 
ftow all  his  labour,  not  required  for  the  culture  of  thefe  three  acres,  in  pre- 

-  jwring  his  peats,  and  other  methods  of  removing  the  mofs. 

Now,  at  this  period,  the  ardour  of  the  tenant,  upon  a  leaie  of  tenor  firft 
defcriitcd,  to  recUIm  the  high  mofs  is  greatly  checked.— It  cofts  him  labour 
worth  L.  10  or  L.  I  a  or  from  17  to  ao  years  piu*chafe,  to  clear  it,  and  he  U 
to  pofTcfcs  it,  free  of  rent,  only  for  6  years :  Whatever  part  of  this  fom  if 
not  recovered  before  the  end  of  thcfe  £z  years,  may  be  coniidcred  as  k>(V  to 

hie*. 
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other  Half  is  Employed  cUefly  in  raifing  dats»  barley  and  beans, 
'nicfe  in  fome  farms  occnpy  nearly  equal  portions ;  but  in  gc« 
ncral  the  proportloil  of  oats  13  greatefti  a  fe^  peafe  are  fre- 
quently mixed  with  the  beans,  and  fometimes,  although  rare- 
ly^  theyare  fownby  tbemfehres».-.>^Wheat9  as  appears  from 
the  reddenda  of  the  abbey  of  Cambulkennetb,  and  bam  fome 
old  rentals,  had  been  cukitated  to  a  greater  eSLtent,  id  the  car> 
fes  eaft  from  Sttrlingi  antiendy,  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

But  its  culture,  except  on  two  farms,  has  been  but  lately 

introduced  into  this  parifh*  This  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  broad 
clover,  but  both,  and  efpecially  the  laft,  are  gaining  ground 
fall,  as  erery  farmer  has  fome  acres  of  it  for  green  feeding,  and 
fome  have  begun  tofow  it  for  hay— .^The  whole  of  the  dry- 
field  almoft  is  arable*  Of  fuch  parts  of  it  as  art  let  in  farms# 
nearly  three  fifths  are  in  tillage,  and  of  this,  three  fourths,  st 
an  average,  are  employed  in  raifhtg  oats;  the  remainder  is 
employed  in  the  culture  of  barley,  lint,  and  as  many  potatoes 
Vol-  VI.  3  R  as 

him. — ^If  this  be  tde  caft,  during  the  Utter  yea^s  of  tfie  fiHl  term  of  19  years^ 
folly  alone  can^ronipt  him  tb  continue  his  operations,  during  the  fecond  term  I 
ms  he  then  pays,  at  the  tate  of  lis.  per  acre,  immediately  when  the  gnmnd 
js  reclai«Md.«-Wh«tt  t0  this  rent  Is  addtd,  the  intereft  of  the  money,  or  the  va* 
lue  of  the  Uboisr  beilowed  on  clearing  the  gnftind,  it  coAs  him  au  or  24s; 
yearly,  ezdullve  of  the  loft  of  the  principaL  It  may  therefore  be  concluded 
that  it  is  evidently  againll  his  intereft  upon  fuch  a  leafc  to  employ  himfclf, 
in  removing  mofs,  after  one  third  of  the  leafc  is  expired. — But,  when  he  if 
paid  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  ground  recUimed,  it  is  for  nis  intereft 
to  conthiue  his  operations,  to  the  Uft  ho«r  of  his  kale,  as  the  faiteteft  of  the 
▼alue  nf  tile  labour  bcftowed,  in  no  cafe,  exceeds  a  very  moderate  rent  for  the 
ground,  and  he  receives  his  capHal  at  the  end  of  the  leaie^^-^lt  is  alio  the  in 
tereft  of  the  Undlord  to  give  the  tenant  fu«h  encouragement  for  reclaiming 
his  ground,  rather  than  to  have  it  lie  wafte  until  the  end  of  his  Icafe ;  for  if 
he  pay  the  tenant  at  the  end  of  his  firft  term  of  17  years,  he  gets  at  lead  5  pef 
cent,  for  his  money  during  the  remainder  of  the  leafc ;  and,  at  the  end  of 
the  Icale,  he  maybe  fiippoftd  to  dmr  at  lead  to  per  cent  for  a  poflefioa  o^ 
that  ini^  nt«nt|  with  a  fnibl»le  honft  and  offices  npon  it* 
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as  can  fupply  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifli.    The  laS  conftf- 
tute  a  large  proportion  of  the  food  of  the  families  of  the  far- 
mers in  winter,  and  a  ftiU*  larger  of  thofe  of  the  labourers  and 
tradefmen.— — The  proportion  of  the  groand  eropfejed  iniai- 
fing  oats  is  yearly  diminiihing.— Formerly  the  diftindioa 
betwixt  infield  and  outfield  was  univerfat,  and  on  the  infidd 
one  crop  of  barley  was  followed  commonly  by  two  carops  A 
oats*    The  outfield  was  alternately  three  years  in  ley,  and 
three  years  in  tillage,  and  oats  alone  were  fown  on  it.— ^Bftt diis 
llovenly  method  of  diftinguifliing  grounds  intoontfield  and  in- 
field is  faft  wearily  out  \  fome  farmers  hare  gone  fo  far  even 
as  to  reverfe  that  management  which  formerly  was  reckoned 
good ;  and  inftead  of  taking  two  crops  of  oats  and  one  of  bai- 
ley, they  take  two  of  barley  and  one  of  oats.    This  can  fuc- 
ceed  only  on  fuch  grounds  as  are  well  cvltivated,  and  where 
fown  grafs  is  introduced  into  the  rotation. — This  nuNle  of  ma> 
nagement  is  after  the  ground  has  been  one,  twoy  or  even  three 
years  under  grafs,  to  lay  dung  on  the  furface  in  the  beginniDg 
of  winter,  and  plough  it  in  immediately,  harrow  in  fpring,  un- 
til the  ground  furrow  is  (b  much  broken,  that  the  ground  ap- 
pears quite  fmooth^  and  plough  ic  for  fowing  the  barley  in 
the  beginning  of  May. — ^The  produce,  in  this  management,  far 
fiirpafles  any  that  has  been  known  on  thefe  grounds^  in  any  o- 
thcr  mode  of  cropping ;  a  field  of  5I  acres  was  fown  with  3x 
bolls  of  barley,  and  produced  ja  bolls.  The  fecond  crop  is  oats, 
the  third  barley  and  grafs  feeds.— -The  culture  of  flax  was  tried 
to  fome  extent  fome  years  ago  for  fale,  but  it  is  now  confined 
in  a  great  meafure,  to  what  is  ufed  in  the  £iirmer's  faauly. — 
Turnips  are  little  cultivated,  although  dryfield  is  well  adapted 
for  them,,  and  their  culture  fecures  an  eflential  part  of  good  huf- 
bandry,  as  lb  much  rain  falls  ordinarily  in  harvell,  as  will  e- 
ver  prevent  peafe  from  being  cultivated  to  advantage*— The 
fmall  extent  of  the  £arm^  the  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of 
I  fubdivifions 
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fubdififionB  of  die  inclofures,  and  of  a  honfe  for  the  catde  that 
are  to  be  fed  upon  the  tumipsj  diftinck  from  the  common  byre^ 
feem  ito  be  the  chief  obftacles  to  their  culture.-*Perhaps  the 
fmall  extent  of  the  carfe  farms  is  alfo  an  obftacle  to  the  pro« 
duAion  of  any  confiderable  quantity  of  wheat  or  hay,  as  alfo 
to  the  fummer  fallowing  to  any  great  extent—The  fize  of  the 
farms  is  fo  much  adapted  to  the  prefent  cuftom  of  executing 
all  the  labour  in  die  fpring,  that  the  diyifion  of  the  labour  into 
different  feafons,  which  is  one  great  benefit  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  wheat  and  hay,  would  not  enable  the  firmer  to  leflen 
the  number  of  his  ferrants  and  horfes.-— Notwithftanding  of 
this,  however,  fummer  fallowing  bids  fair  to  become  a  general 
pradiice  in  the  carfe,  as  it  is  highly  beneficial  to  a  clay  foil,  and 
dlows  the  lime  to  be  applied  to  the  beft  advantage.— -Great 
quantides  of  lime  for  manure  are  brought  from  Sauchie,  five 
miles  diftant  from  the  £•  point  of  the  parifh,  and  alfo  from 
the  Earl  of  Elgin's  works  on  the  Forth. 

The  price  of  a  heaped  bufliel,  wheat  meafure,  of  fliells,  or 
unflacked  lime  is  4d.  and  of  the  carriage  to  Kincardine  from 
adf,  to  4d. — In  the  dryfield  i  lo  bulhels  are  allowed,  at  an  ave- 
rage, to  the  acre.  In  the  carfe  double  that  quantity,  and  fome- 
times  240  bufliels,  are  allowed.— The  ufe  of  lime  as  a  manure 
is  of  an  old  date  here,  but  it  was  never  carried  to  any  valuable 
height,  until  in  confequence  of  the  building  of  a  bridge  over 
the  Forth  at  Dript,  about  20  years  ago,  carts  could  be  ufed 
conveniendy  for  its  carriage }  before  this  event  it  was  carried 
chiefly  on  horfes  backs.— >.The  demand  is  increafing  annually, 
and  for  fcveral  years  paft,  has  much  exceeded  the  fupply. 

There  is  no  ground  almoft  kept  in  the  carfe  for  pafturagCf 
excepting  what  is  liable  to  be  overflowed  by  the  rivers— This 
is  paftured  by  the  milk  cows,  but  a  confiderable  part  of  their 
food  even  in  fummer  is  broad  clover,  given  dien  in  the  byre. 
The  horfes  are  fed  almoft  entirely  on  it  in  fummer,  being  ne- 
ver 
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▼cr  almoft  allowed  to  pafture,  ^zcepdng  a  Ikde  on  die  ftuUlcft. 

ETen  in  the  dry*  field  there  is  not  much  goodfafturafe,  ex- 
cepting upon  the  farms  of  a  few  of  die  more  intclligeat  aad 
aftire  farmers. — ^The  others  apply  fiurh  parts  only  of  tkeir  out- 
field grounds  to  pafturage  as  have  been  exhaufted  liy  produ- 
cing crops  of  oats,  and  upon  which  not  a  handful  of  grais 
feeds  have  been  thrown,  and  thcCc  continuing  only  three  yean 
in  gra£^  of  cour&  the  crops  muft  be  very  poor— »h  ia  ihcfefore 
a  general  praAice  of  the  farmers  of  the  dry-fieid»  as  well  as  of 
thoie  of  the  cai#y  to  fend  their  young  cattle,  in  fununcr  to  the 
hill  grounds,  upon  both  fides  of  the  Strath,  to  be  grazed. 

The  rate  of  paftarage  varies  from  3s  to  7s  a  head,  ac<u>rdiiig 
t#  the  goodnefs  of  the  pafture,  and  the  age  of  the  cattle  *. 

The  Carfe  farms,  24  in  number,  contain,  50  acres,  and  rent 
at  L.  45  at  an  average.  The  farms  in  the  dry-  field,  24  in  num- 
ber, contain  each  60  acres  at  an  average,  and  the  rent  about  12s. 
per  acre.^In  the  new  leafcs  20s.  per  acre  is  the  rent  of  the 
Carfe  farms,  and  14s,  of  thofe  of  the  dry-field.  The  rent 
has  advanced  nearly  two  fifths,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  20 
years.-— There  is  a  bounding  fence  about  every  farm  almoft  in 
the  Carfe  in  the  eaft  part  of  the  pariib,  bat  few  are  fubdivided. 
The  dry- field  farms  there  are  nearly  all  inciofed  and  fubdivided. 

There  are  few  inclofures  in  the  Carfe  in  the  weft  part  of  the 
parifli  I  but  a  confiderable  part  of  the  dry  field  there  is  indof- 

ed 

*  Tkc  cwft  faffmm  keep  «t  aa  avenge-  fi«<t  wofk  hocTe^two  of  vhkk  they 
leiih  to  be  btovd  aurtf,  aad  each  produccc  carnqBooly  a  foal  tTcry  fecoinl  7 car. 
— As  the  hgrfcf  arc  har4  wroii^hti  although  they  (hould  efcape  difbUc  or  ac- 
cident, they  are  fold  commonly  at  the  age  of  fifteen  ;  therefore  the  fiaLrmer  doc\ 
not  complain,  although  his  mares  ftiould  do  little  more  than  keep  np  his  ftock 
ofhocfes. 

Viva  tows  an  kept  at  an  avccage,  and  the  qucy  cabresonly  vc  reared,  hot 
tht  farmer  rcfdLpps  i|poa  ^Uing  om  cow  aomiaUy,  and  haVisg  aootber  to  ben 
come  dry  about  mid-iiunmer,  and  to  ^e  fed  for  a  mart  for  the  family.— >Thc  pro« 
portion  of  borfes  kept  in  the  dry  field  is  lefs,  axMl  that  of  cows  greater,  but  th^ 
^xonomy  is  fimilar. 
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<d  and  fubditid0d.-«-Befideg  the  grounds  nov  defcribed  as  in 
the  poficflion  of  the  farmers,  there  are  about  700  acres  incloC- 
cd  and  improved  grafs  ground,  that  are  either  in  the  natural 
pofleifion  of  the  proprietor,  or  let  in  fingle  inclofurcs  from 
year  to  year,  at  the  rate  of  i8$.  per  acre,  at  a  medium. 

All  the  (beep  kq^t  in  the  parifli  are  in  thefe  tncloCures. 
The  ordinary  mode  of  managing  them  is,  to  buy  ewes  big 
vich  young  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  and  to  fell  the .  lamb 
to  the  butehcr,  when  of  a  proper  age,  and  the  ewe  when  fat*.  ' 

*  Aimoll  all  the  bbonring  fenrants  are  nnmanried,  and  live  in  the  farm 
hollies.  There  are  two  men,  a  boy  and  a  women  ferrant  employed  by  almoft 
CTerjr  former ;  but,  if  he  has  children  grown  up,  they  fupply  the  place  of 
fcmnts.  The  farmer  himfelf  works  and  fares  in  the  (ame  manner  nearly  at 
his  ferraots  do.  Commonly  they  all  eat  at  the  fame  table.  By  the  farmers 
there  are  few  labourers  employed,  except  in  harrefl,  or  the  hurry  of  fydng 
work;  threfliing  is  performed  before  breakfaft  in  the  winter  and  ipring 
feaibns,  and,  in  the  fliort  days,  chiefly  by  candle  light.  All  the  grain,  ezcep« 
ting  a  few  beans,  is  threfhed  by  the  time  the  barley  is  fbwn. 

Thirlage  was  formerly  nniTerfal,  for  what  was  called  grindable  Ti^at,  i,  #, 
for  all  the  oats,  not  uTcd  upon  the  farm  for  feed  or  the  horfts,  and 
whalcTer  barley  or  beans  were  confumcd  in  the  family ;  but  now  fereralof  the 
proprietors  of  the  mills  tranfa^  with  their  own  tenants  for  exemption  from 
thirlage.  Nererthelefs,  m>  farmer  almoft  ever  felk  oats,  he  has  them  all 
manufadured,  and  fells  the  meal. 

The  yearly  wages  of  men  fevants  from  30  to  40  years  ago  were  L.  a :  XO  ; 
ten  years  bter  they  were  L.  5.  Now  the  foreman  in  the  Carfe  has  frequently 
L.  6  : 9.  The  fecond  man  L.  7.  Lads  of  fixtecn  who  twenty  years  ago  got  L.  % 
now  get  L.  5.  In  the  dry-field,  the  wages  of  men  fervants  are  generally 
30s.  lower  than  in  the  carfe.  Women  fervants  have  L.  1 :  10  or  L.  3.— The 
wages  of  labourers,  30  years  ago,  were  4d.  per  day  in  winter,  and  jd.  in  fum« 
mer :  About  that  time  they  were  ralfcd  to  $i.,  in  winter,  and  6d.  in  fummer.— 
They  were  further  entitled  to  two  pecks  of  meal  weekly  at  8d.  per  peck, 
which  was  ibmewhat  below  the  market  price. — ^About  15  years  ago,  they  re- 
ceived half  a  merk  Scotch  in  winter,  and  8d.  in  fummer ;  now  9d.  per  da^ 
from  Martinmas  to  Candlemafs,  and  is.  during  the  reft  of  the  year,  and  alio 
TiOoab  when  cutting  hay  or  employed  in  harveft.  At  other  times,  when  the  la^ 

^ourer 
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Mifcellaneous  Ohftrvatims. — It  may  be  noticed  as  a  defied, 
with  refpe&  to  the  interelb  of  the  country  at  large,  in  the 
ceconomy  of  the  fanners  of  this  parifli  and  ne^hboaifaood, 
that  they  employ  only  unmarried  men  as  ferVants.  The  ef- 
fect of  which  isi  that  fewer  marry  than  would,  if  they  had  a 
profpe6l  of  obtaining  employment,  amidft  their  relations  and 
companions,  in  that  fpecies  of  labour  to  which  they  have  bees 
bred,  equally  wtU  after  marriage  as  before  it.  And  aUb,  that, 
of  thofe  who  marry,  fome  leave  the  parifli,  and  others  beoooae 
mob  tenants,   at  the  hazard  of  enduring  greater  hardflups 

for 

konrer  gets  Vi^als,  4<l.  per  day  has  been  in  nfc  lor  ibme  time  paft  to 
be  dcdu^d.  Formerly  this  prance  was  reckoned  faToorable  lo  the  em- 
ployer, but  now,  from  the  change  in  the  way  of  living,  it  is  reckoned  to  be 
nthcr  igftinft  him.-— Cutting  hay  coils  sod.  per  acre ;  (hearing  corn,  5s.  6d. 
per  ditto.— The  wages  of  harved  work  are,  to  men  is.  per  day  and  Tifinals, 
to  women  Sd.  and  YiAuals.-— The  men,  if  engaged  during  the  harreft,  re- 
eeWes  L.  i :  15  if  only  during  the  time  of  cutting  L.  x  :  8.  The  woncn 
get  1..  Z  :  I.— The  wages  for  taylors,  %$  years  ago,  were  ad.  per  day  and 
viAuals ;  1$  years  fmce  4d ;  now  8d.  and  lod.  with  visuals. — The  wages  for 
mafims  are  ss.  for  carpenters  i8d.  per  day. — Cotton  (pinners  earn  from  8s. 
to  L.  I :  IS  per  week.  One  man,  who  left  the  plough  about  a  year  ago, 
earns  L.  i  :  iz  :  6  weekly.  Women,  at  the  cotton  work,  earn  from  3s.  to  7s. 
per  week,  children,  from  zs.  to  is.  6d.  per  week. 

There  are  dlfTcrent  focieties  formed  among  the  workmen,  each  of  which 
has  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  fick.  Each  of  thefc  focieties  gives  3s.  per 
week  tofuch  of  their  members  as  are  unable  to  work,  but  not  con6ned  to  bed, 
and  6s.  to  fuch  of  them  as  are  in  the  latter  cafe. — ^Thc  (ame  pcrlbn  may  be, 
and  frequently  is,  a  member  of  two  of  thofe  focieties,  and  thus  reccires  zis. 
per  week  in  fickncfs.— The  condition  of  the  labourers  and  handycraftfmen,  it 
may  be  coUcAed  from  what  is  already  faid,  is  much  improred,  efpecially  in 
the  courfc  of  the  laft  zi  years.  They  have  conftant  employment,  and  their 
expence  of  living,  although  greater  than  formerly,  is  not  increafed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  advance  of  wagcs.-»When  in  health,  they  maintain  thcmfelves 
and  families  in  a  manner,  that,  being  compared  to  that  to  which  they  were 
accuftomed  in  their  early  days,  appears  to  them  very  comfortable.  Few  of 
^em  need  any  charitable  fupply*  and  fome  fave  money. 
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for  fome  tlmcj  if  they  have  not  fayed  money,  than  if  they 
left  the  parifli. 

The  implements  of  hufbandry  are  greatly  improved  o£ 
late  years*  There  are  fcarcely  any  of  tlie  old  Scotch  ploughs 
ufed  now  in  the  pariflu  About  fourteen  years  ago.  Small's 
plough  was  introduced  among  the  farmers,  and  a  fa£lory  of 
them  eftablifhed  within  the  pariih.  This  has  occafioned  a 
confiderable  diminution  of  the  expence  of  the  labour;  be- 
fore that  time,  there  werf  always  three  or  four  hprfes  ufed  in 
each,  and  of  courfe  a  driver  was  employed. — Now  even  thofe, 
who  have  not  adopted  this  plough,  ufe  generally  two  horfes 
only,  and  commonly  have  no  drivers. 

One  horfe  carts  only  are  ufed ;  two  horfe  carets  have  been 
tried,  but  have  been  given  up  from  the  experience,  that  two 
horfes,  when  each  has  his  cart,  will  draw  a  much  heavier 
load,  than  they  could  do,  if  yoked  in  one  cart  *. 

Threfhing 
*  Tfaofe  wholired  in  parts  of  the  country  that  have  been  long  acquainted 
with  more  enlightened  and  more  fpirited  modes  of  agcriultnre,  may  think 
themfelTes  authorlfcd,  by  the  circumftances  now  mentioned,  to  conclude  that 
this  part  of  the  country  is  very  far  behind  every  thing  relative  to  hu(bandry 
but  it  is  merely  doing  juftice  to  the  farmers  of  this  neighbourhood  to  obierve» 
that,  although  the  finall  extent  of  the  farms  throws  agricukure  ncccHarily  in- 
to the  hands  of  perfons  of  fmaUer  (lock,  and  ie(s  enlarged  views,  than  k  is  ia 
thoTe  countries  where  the  greater  extent  of  the  farms  gives  employment  to 
perfons  of  better  education,  and  who  have  opportunities  of  being  acquainted 
with  the  improvements  making  in  diHerent  parts ;  the  farmers  here  have  of 
late  years  made  a  very  great  progrefs  to  a  better  flile  of  hufbandry;  and 
thofe  who  are  inclined  to  defpife  them,  may  findfomething  worthy  of  their  i- 
mitation  in  the  care  they  beftow  for  the  preservation  of  their  implements  in 
hoibandry.  £ven  the  mod  inconfiderable  and  flovenly  tenant  has  a  cart  or 
wood  hoofe,  in  which  the  caits,  ploughs,  &c.  are  Aored,  when  not  in  ufe,  while 
among  the  intelligent  and  wealthy  farmers  in  Berwick  (hire  and  the  Lothians» 
few  have  iiicfa  an  accommodation,  and  from  want  of  it,  their  implements  of  hui^ 
handry,  purchaicd  at  a  great  expence,  being  expofed,  when  unemployed,  to 
all  the  extremes  of  drought  and  moiftorc,  fuflcr  little  lefs  from  this  bad  nu* 
aagefflcat,  than  from  uiCt 
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Threfhing  machines  arc  coming  faft  into  ufe*  One  of 
thefc  thrcihes  eight  threaves  or  fixteen  ftooks  in  the 
hour,  and  may  be  wrought  by  one  good  horfe.  It  threlhes 
pcrfeQIy  clean,  and  by  thefe  means  is  reckoned  to  obtain  one 
boll  more  In  twenty,  than  is  done  by  the  flail.  The  czpence 
of  the  machinery  is  lefs  than  aoL — ^There  are  two  perfons  em- 
ployed in  conftrttQing  thefc  machines,  within  a  mile  of  the 

place  ♦. 

About  ten  acres  are  covered  with  a  natural  oak  wood*    A- 

bout  40  acres  were  begun  to  be  planted  with  diftreat  fpecies 
•f  fbreft  trees  about  tlie  year  1715.  The  larix  has  throve  par- 
ticularly well.  Six  trees  of  this  fpecies  had  been  planted  in 
1735,  in  fome  openings  that  had  been  left  in  the  grorCf  be- 
hind the  hottfe  of  Blairdrummond,  that  was  planted  in  17151 
and  they  now  overtop  greatly  all  the  other  trees. — One  of  them 
was  cut  lately,  it  meafured  66  feet  in  length,  and  contained 
134  feet  of  wood,  reckoned  equally  good  in  quality  as  foreign 
fir.  The  five  trees  remaining  contain  550  feet  of  wood.-^ 
About  70  acres  have  been  planted  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  25 
years. 

It  will  not  be  doubted  that  the  larch  occupies  a  confiderable 
(bare.  It  is  found  to  be  the  beft  method  to  plant  it  without 
any  mixture  of  other  trees,  or  at  leaft  without  any  dependence 
upon  them  for  flieher,  for,  as  it  grows  fo  much  quicker  than 
any,  even  of  the  fir  or  pine  fpecies,  it  is  liable  to  bend  towards 
tbe  N.  £•  unlefs  Ibcltered  by  others. 

As 

•  WhettuiWBC(nimonIyinthel8ftweekorAiigiift,aiidtliet«ofirft<tf 
September,  beans  ibmetimcs  in  Fcbnmrf ,  b«t  fgtaatAy  iti  ibt  iiA  Uf  cf 
Biarch»  and  firft  Kalf  of  April,  barley  b  the  Itft  week  of  April,  utd  the  frft 
Week  of  May. 

The  barley  and  wheat  hanreft  bepas  otitntrily  in  themtd^oTAi^A 
ud  that  of  oau  and  boutt  i^ont  the  be^anbs  of  ft^tenbar. 
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As  thefe  plantations  have  been  made  chiefly  for  the  purpofe 
of  embellifhment,  they  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  coun- 
try ;  they  alfo  add  confiderably  to  its  value.  The  30  acres 
of  old  plahtationi  together  with  the  dropping  trees  in  the 
lawn  at  BlairdrUmmond,  have  been  furveyed,  ahd  the  greater 
part  of  the  trees  meafured,  and  they  are  valued  at  5000I. 

The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  L.  4800  Scotch^  and  the  ureal 
rent  about  L.  3500  Sterling. 

There  has  been  very  little  land  fold  in  the  pariOi  for  many 
years  paft$  the  price  df  it  has  been  about  40  years  pUrchafe^ 
-^-The  price  of  barley  at  an  average  of  23  yearS>  is  158  6d  per 
boll  of  Stirling  meafure,  and  the  price  of  oat  meal  14s  per  boU^ 
or  eight  ftone  Dutch  weight* — ^The  price  of  beef  and  mutton 
in  winter  is  4d  per  lb.  Dutch  weight,  in  fummer  3d»  of  a  hen 
tSj  a  duck  iod>  a  chicken  4i|  milk  2d;  per  Scotch  pint,  cheefe 
3d  per  lb— Twenty  years  ago,  the  price  of  beef  and  mutton 
was  only  2d.  or  if  per  lb*,  a  hen  cpft  7d»  a  duck  6d.  a  chicken 
2d— -A  cart  of  peat  cods  6d.  in  the  mofs ;  a  cart  of  coals  con- 
fiding of  7  or  8  cwt,  cods  is.  7df.  at  Bannockbum,  ten  miles 
diftantk    The  carriage  to  tliis  place  2s.  Cd.  to  Thomhill  354 
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NUMBER      LI. 
PARISH    OF   LIBERTON* 

(county   and    presbytery    of    EDINBURGH,      STNOB 
OF   LOTHIAN   AND   TWEEDDALE.) 


Situation^  Stipend^  J5V. 

IN  this  paiifli  are  three  villages  of  the  name  of  Liberton, 
Kirk  Liberton,  Nether  Liberton,  and  Upper  and  Orer 
Libcrton.  Hie  former,  about  two  miles  fouth  of  Edinburgh, 
fituated  on  a  rifing  floping  ground,  has  a  noble  profpe^l,  and 
is  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  parifli.  In  this  village  is  the 
church,  an  antient  building.  The  patrons  are  the  crown, 
and  Mr.  Wauchupe  of  Niddry  Marfhal,  per  vices.  The  fli- 
pcnd  is  21  bolls  144  pecks  of  wheat,  50  bolls  of  barley,  63 
bolls  of  oats,  and  L.  23  :  11  : 3/r  in  money.  There  has  been 
no  augmentation  fince  the  year  170O}  at  that  time  an  additi- 
on was  granted  of  L.  10,  which  had  the  appellation  of  pre- 
bends fee.  Nothing  is  allowed  for  communion  elements. 
The  glebe  is  very  inconfidtrable,  and  more  than  half  of  it  is 
almod  a  mile  from  the  manfe.  In  1630J  the  total  of  the  tithes 

of 

*  Abri(1o;ed  from  the  copuKis  account  of  the  parifli,  hy  the  late  Rct. 
Thomai  Whytc  of  Stockbriggs,  publiHicd  in  the  fird  volume  of  the  tranik- 
tidns  0f  the  Society  of  the  Antiquaricf  of  Scotland,  pa^c  292  to  388. 
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•f  Liberton  amounted  to  52  chalders,  3  bolls,  and  3  firlots  df 
^i£bttal ;  their  real  viiluation  at  prefent  muft  be  ten  times  as 
much.  The  fchoolmafter  of  Liberton  has  a  falary  of  aboul 
2CO  merks,  befides  40  merks  as  ftflion  clerk,  and  5a  merks 
as  the  intereft  of  a  mortification.  Befides  the  pubKc,  there 
arc  pritratc  fchools  in  different  places  of  theparifli,  for  teack- 
ing  £ngli(h|  arithmetic  and  writing. 

Extent^  and  Population.^T)xt  parifli  is  large,,  containing  6i 
ploughgates  of  land,  which,  at  the  ordinary  computation  of 
45  acres  to  a  ploughgate,  give  a  total  of  4140  ftacute  acres  of  a- 
rable  ground.  It  is  more  populous  than  any  other  country 
pariih  in  the  Prcfbytery  of  Edinburgh,  that  of  Stl  Cuthbcrtg 
excepted,  containing  3457 '  fouls,  whereof  755  refide  in  Gil- 
merton.  On  an  average  of  20  years  prcceeding  1786,  there 
were  i3obaptifed,  25  couples  married,  and  loa  buried.  For 
220  years  prececding  1725,  the  annual  average  of  baptifims 
was  117,  of  marriages  20  couples,  and  of  burials  106.  The 
return  to  Dr.  Webftcr  in  1755  was  2793  fouls,  and  the  in- 
habitants feem  ftill  to  be  on  the  increafe,  on  account  of  the 
lime  works,   and  the  colliery  at  Gilmertcn, 

Charitable  Fwi///.— For  many  years  paft,  the  colle£lions  at 
the  church  doors  have  amounted  at  a  medium  to  L.  42  per 
annum,  the  mortcloths  to  L.  22,  !the  rents  of  houfes  gar- 
dens and  feats  in  the  church  belonging  to  the  poor,  to 
L.  2 1 : 7  : 4,  amounting  in  whole  to  L.  85 : 7 : 4  ;  all  which  is 
expended  each' year.  Befides  tliefe,  L.  5,  the  intereft  of  a  le- 
gacy, is  yearly  diftributed  to  the  diftrefled  and  languifhing ; 
and  L*  40  is  beftowed  every  Chriftmas,  by  the  dire£lIoh  of 
thofe  who  have  landed  property^  on  certain  poor  labourers^ 
whofe  work  is  moftly  without  doors,  and  who^  on  that  ac« 
cowt|  may  be  prevented  from  working  by  the  fcvtrity  or  in- 

3  S  2  clemency 
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demeiicj  of  the  (ea(bn.  Bj  the  deftinaiMm  of  the  doooc, 
none  are  \o  lui?e  moie  than  X^5  and  none  lefs  than  501.  per 
0inmnm.  The  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh  are  tnifteea  of  dus 
^ritjy  which  was  the  donation  of  Commodore  Alexander 
Horn,  a  native  of  this  pariih.  In  the  memorably  ferere  year 
1783,  the  poor  were  fupportedbj  die  accumulations  of  a  k- 
gacylbe^ueatbed  by  Sir  James  Stewart  of  GoodtrceSf  fonncrlj 
JiisMajefty'a  advocate  for  Scotlandj  in  17 13. 

MififralSf  OccupaiiMs  of  the  PeopU. — ^At  Gilmerton  dxeie 
are  abore  20  feams  of  coalf  from  2^  to  10  feet  thick ;  four  or 
five  of  thefe  feams  are  working.  The  lime-ftone  quarries  at 
that  plaop  yield  70^000  bolls  of  lime,  and  employ  35  men,  an- 
nually I  and  two  other  quarries,  in  the  pariih,  have  yiekkd 
above  30,000  bolls  of  lime  per  annum. — ^There  is  no  place 
where  the  poorer  fort,  who  are  able  or  inclined  to  work,  meet 
with  more  encoi:(ragement  than  here.  Not  to  mention  the 
draw  kiln  at  Bourdeaux}  ^ot  to  mention  the  collerks;  not 
to  mention  thofe  who  are  employed  in  the  public  roads,  or 
thofe  whom  the  farmers  are  obliged  continually  to  employ, 
the  quarries,  the  lime  kilns,  afford  work  to  great  numbers. 
Many  alfo  earn  their  bread  by  driving  of  carts,  and  they  lire 
decently,  and  become  independent.  There  are  no  fewer  than 
131  perfonsin  the  parifh,  who,  with  thei(  families,  depend 
mainly  on  the  driving  of  carts*  They  have  of  late  entered  in- 
to a  fociety,  and  obferve  an  annual  proceflion.  There  are  not 
nearly  fo  many  in  any  other  line ;  there  being  only  30  farm- 
ers, I2fmiths,  14  mafons,  17  weavers,  and  la  taylors.  A 
great  many  of  the  females  are  employed  ^n  waihing  of  clothes^ 
and  find  their  advantage  in  it. 

Rivukts^  Rem,  tsfi. — There  arc  two  rivulets  in  the  parifi^ 
wbichj  fnull  as  they  are,  fupply  no  lefs  than  e^ht  mills,  be- 
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fides  the  bleachfield  at  Peffermill.    The  grounds  of  Liberton, 
in  general,  indepcndant  of  the  advantages  of  manure  from  the 
city,   are  as  fruitful  as  any  in  the  neigh^urhood*      The  fi« 
tuation  is  healthful,  and  many  arrive  to  a  great  age. — ^The 
valuation  of  the  pari(h,    being  the  real  rent  in  1649,   is 
l**  13,6^5 : 6 :  It  Scotch  %  the  real  rent  at  prcfent  amounts  to 
L*  10,000  fterling.    The  upper  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  fo- 
ber,  regiUar,  exemplary,  and  have  always  (hewn  a  particular  ' 
regard  to  the  interefts  of  the  poor*    The  low^r  fort  are  often 
noify  and  clamorous,  and  are  rather  of  violent  paffions,  but 
foon  pacified  and  appeafed.    Their  morals,  in  general,  arc 
not  fo  unexceptionable  as  could  be  wilhed  ;  and  no  wonder, 
when  they  liye  in  the*  neighbourhood  of  fuch  a  city  as  Edio^ 
burgh« 

Mlfcellaneous  Obfervations.'^ln  this  pariih  are  the  principal 
feats  of  ^e  two  oldeft  families  in  Mid- Lothian,  the  Wauchopes 
of  Niddry  Maorfliall,  and  the  Lords  Somerville;  the  former 
having  Jbeen  feated  here  for  more  than  400  ye^rs,  and  the  lat« 
ter  having  acquired  theeftateof  Drum  in  this  patifli  in  1375, 
by  marriage,  poftfles  it  at  this  day^  CraigmiltarCaftle,  a  favo-^ 
rite  refidence  of  Queen  Mary,  is  in  this  pari(h:»  and  makes  a^ 
inoft  venerable  appe;vnKi^f 
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NUMBER   LU. 
PARISH  OF  FORFAR. 

(COUNTT  AND    FR£SBTT£RY  OF  FORFAR,     SYNOD    OF 
ANGUS    AND   JHEARNS.) 

By  the  Rep.  Ma.  John  Bruce. 


Name  and  Extent. 
^"^HIS  parUh,  in  all  writings  cohceming  the  patronagr, 
"^  tithes^  &c.  is  defigned  the  parifli  of  Forfar- Rcftenet  *, 
though  the  latter  part  of  the  name  is  feldom  mentioned  in 
converfation  or  in  common  writing.  Reftenet  was  peihaps 
the  name  given  to  the  Priory,  exprtflive  of  the  purpofe  for 
which  it  was  built,  namely,  a  fafe  repoCtorj  for  the  chartersi 
&c.  of  the  monaflery  of  Jedburgh  ;  but  fome  take  its  deriva- 
tion from  a  Gaelic  word,  Rijk^  fignifying,  as  they  (ay,  a  bog  or 
fwamp,  which  indeed  anfwers  to  the  fituation. 

Forfar  Is  conjedured  to  be  the  fame  with  the  antient  Or, 
and  the  Roman  Orrea,  fignifying  a  town  fituated  on  a  lake, 
to  which  defcription  it  exadlly  anfwers ;  and  the  lake  to  which 
it  (lands,  has  for  many  ages  been  known  by  the  name  of  For- 
far. 

The  parifli  is  divided  into  burgh  and  landward ;  whether 

Forfar  and  Reftenet  hare  fome  time  ot  other  been  twodiflerent 
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parifhes,  and  afterwards  united,  is  not  certain ;  but  the  burgh 
and  landward  parts  of  the  parifli  have  long  had,  and  continue  to 
havcj  diftidfi  interefts  in  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  fupplying  of 
the  poor,  and  they  make  feparate  collections  for  them  at  the 
church  doon 

The  form  of  the  parifli  is  irregular,  its  greateft  extent  from 
N.  to  S.  being  about  6  Engliih  miles,  and  from  E.  to  W  about 
5  ;  though  in  fome  places,  it  does  not  exceed  3  Englifli  miles 
in  breadth  and  4  in  length.  The  town  in  which  the  church 
and  manfe  are  built  is  Ctuated  near  the  N.  W.  corner  of  the 
parifli.  The  loch  of  Forfar,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Strath- 
more,  and  a  part  of  the  parifli  of  Glammis,  formerly  waflied 
the  border  of  the  minifter^s  glebe  in  that  part  which  lies  conti- 
guous to  the  manfe :  and  the  eaftmoft  houfe  in  the  parifli  of 
Forfar  in  within  a  gun-fliot  of  the  kirk  of  Refcobie. 

Town  ofForfar.^^Yorizx  is  a  royal  burgh  of  confiderable  anti- 
quity, and  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Angus  or  Forfar  \  the 
flieriff  whereof  has  held  his  court  for  upwards  of  two  hundred 
years  in  this  town,  which  is  pretty  centrically  iituatedforthead- 
tniniftration  of  jufticc.  It  is  alfo  the  featof  the  prefl)ytery  of  For- 
far \  confifting  in  all  of  eleven  pariflies,  the  churches  of  which 
lie  around  it,  at,  or  within  the  diflance  of  four  computed 
miles,  except  that  of  Cortachie  which  is  rather  more  than  five. 

The  ground  on  which  it  ftands,  with  that  for  a  confider- 
able way  around,  is  uncommonly  uneven,  and  covered,  as  it 
were,  with  hillocks  of  various  fizes,  as  if  nature  had  here,  at 
fome  period,  fufiered  a  convulfion.  Though  low  with  rcfpe£l 
to  the  circumjacent  ground  on  every  Gde  excepting  the  Weft, 
it  is  high  in  comparifon  to  the  general  level  of  the  country. 
The  lakes  and  fprings,  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  it,  run  eaftward 
and  empty  themfelves  into  the  German  ocean  at  Lunan  Bay* 
Its  own  fpringSi  and  thofe  on  the  weft  fide  of  it,  run  direflly 
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wttt  through  the  fertile  rallej  of  Strathmorei  till  thrj  join  the 
Taj  near  Perth ;  and  fuch  is  level  of  the  country,  that  k  has 
been  thought  pradkablef  and  by^fome  an  objed  worthy  of  com- 
mercial  attention,  to  open  a  communication  by  a  canal  be- 
tween Forfar  and  the  fca  in  either  of  thefe  dire^Uoos  *• 

Forfar  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  Seedlaw  hiUs  and  the 
valley  of  Strathmore,  terminated  by  the  Grampiana  oo  the 
weft,  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  is  aboot  50  miles  diftant- 
In  that  dire£lion  b  the  famous  SchihaUion« 

Forfar  is  perhaps  a  fingular  inftancc  in  Scotland,  of  a  town 
of  any  note,  built  at  a  diftance  from  running  water;  bat  the 
vicinity  of  the  hke  with  its  numerous  fprings,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  the  caille,  a  place  in  former  times  of  coofiderable 
ftrength,  muft  have  firft  invited  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
to  fettle  and  form  a  village,  which  afterwards  becoming 
the  occafional  refidcnce  of  Majefty,  was  diftinguilhed  by 
confiderable  numbers  of  royal  favours,  the  memory  of  vrhich 
Is  prcferved  in  the  names  of  places  and  fields  within  the  royal- 
ty, fuch  as  the  King's  mutr,  the  Queen's  well,  the  Queen's 
manor,  the  palace-dykes,  the  guard-breads,  &c.  f 

The 

*  A  ftw  yetn  tgo,  a  ycHBOig  gentfeman  beloogiiig  td  the  navy  ooDdS^ted^ 
lor  a  wag^»  a  iball  boat  aU  the  way  from  the  loch  of  (ocfar  by  Pterth  to 
X>iiiidee,  and  wa«  obliged  to  leave  the  boat  only  ia  one  or  two  places^  vhete  a 
fudden  fall  of  the  water  made  fidling  dangerous. 

f  In  the  caftle  of  Forfar  Makolm  Canmore  held  his  pikliameAt  in  the 
year  X057»  Immediately  after  the  recovery  of  hb  kiQgdom  from  the  nfinpao 
tion  of  Macbeth,-*-^A  6giire  of  the  ca(Ue»  cut  in  ftone,  remains  sfMNi  the 
manfe  and  the  market  crofs,  and  forms  the  derlce  of  the  common  fcaX  of  the 
hurgh ;  though  nothing  but  fome  mbbtih  remains  on  the  ip<t  where  it  ftood. 
It  is  probable,  the  moft  ufeful  ftones  have  been  from  time  to  time  ab(had« 
«d  for  building  houfes ;  and  it  appears  that  the  weft  entry  to  the  old  church, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  materiab  of  the  prefent  fteeplea  had  beesi  taken 
ftom  it.    From  the  f  xtcnl  «f  its  tf iritory,  and  the  names  of  pbces,  ii  would 
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Tbe  bttTgh  is  goterwd  by  a  provoft,  two  b^ulicflb  Mi^  twelve^ 
common  counfellon,  w1k>  are  e)e£led  aanu'4Uy  bj  themfehre^ 
with  the  aiEftance  of  four  deacons  of  cra^ftSi  wbo  uc  alfa 
members  of  cottncii«  (but  chofcn  by  the  members  of  the 
refpe£kive  coiporations,)  and  fifteen  otber  burge^fts  nomi* 
nated  for  the  occafioia»  by*  the  retiiing  provoft  and  bailies.— 
The  annual  councU^  thus  confiding  of  nioeteen  meinbcr8« 
haye  the  privilege  of  ekCling  a  delegatCj  to  vote  for  the 
eleAion  of  one  reprefentatiTe  in  Parliament  for  the  burgha 
of  Perth,  Dundee,  St.  Andrews,  Forfar,  and  Cupar  in 
Fife—The  revenue  of  the  burgh,  ariCng  from  lands,  cuf- 
toras,  &c.  is  fuppofed,  <ommumbus  aanisy  to  be  little  below 
L.  400  fterling  clear,  and  it  is  yearly  increafing. 

The  incorporation  of  Ihoemakcrs,  which  is  (UU  ihe  richeft 
in  the  town,  was,  previous  to  the  year  1745,  the  moft  nume- 
rous ;  and  the  wealth  of  the  place  arofe  chiefly  from  their  in* 
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leem,  tli«t  the  ooAamnity  hid  been  enriched  hy  ccpeited  aaria  of  myal 
boonty;  nor  da  the  inhabitantf  feem  to  hxft  been  inTwifible  to  the  kiodnefil 
fliewn  them  by  their  ibvercigns.  A  pvtiamentary  rslificitioi^  dated  1669^ 
of  the  Royal  writ  of  Ntf9*damut^  dated  x66j,  proceeds  npon  the  ab- 
ftrt^Hon  of  the  original  charters  and  rigjhts  of  the  burgh,  and  the 
plundering  of  the  inhabitants  in  1651  for  their  attachffient  to  tho 
Royal  Fanuly,  and  particularly  on  *  the  &ithfal  teftimony  and  diflent 
"  given  be  Alexander  Strang,  hte  Proroftof  Forfar,  and  comnilQotter  lor  th^ 
<*  iaid  bnrgh,  againll  paOing  of  the  unjuft  •&  of  the  pretcndit  parliament,  the 
**  16  of  January  1647,  entitled,  Declaration  of  tbe  Kingdom  of  Scotland 
^  ooncetning  his  Majefties  Peribn.'*  This  aO,  which  bears  fnch  hononrable 
teftimony  to  the  humanity  and  public  virtue  of  the  chief  magiftrate  of  For- 
far,  beiides  confirming  all  the  ancient  ri|^ts  and  privileges  of  the  bui]^ 
ratifies  aU  rif^t  to  the  patronage  and  tythes  of  the  pariflb,  dtfponed  by  James 
«nd  Sir  Geocge  Fletchers  of  ReAenet,  and  of  any  fens  or  rents  payable  out 
of  the  bnrgfi  acres  to  the  priory  of  Reftenet,  the  abbey  of  Coupar,  and  Lord 
Torphichen*  In  the  year  l684»  m  appears  from  the  date  upon  it,  the  mar« 
fcet  croft  was  erected,  it  is  &id^  at  the  expence  of  the  crown,  and  it  (lands  to 
this  day,  a  monument  of  the  loyalty  of  Forfar,  though  in  the  eye  of  the  police 
it  k  pethapt »  nniftaoe  M  an  inciiakbnuBce  OB  the  (ti^eet. 
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daftry  m  manufacturing  a  peculiar  fabric  of  (hoes,  whkk  tliej 
ftiU  carry  on  to  a  great  extent,  it  being  well  adapted  to  the 
ufes  of  the  country  people,  particularly  in  the  braes  of  Angus. 
—About  the  year  1745  or  1746  the  manufaAory  of  Ofiiabargh 
was  introduced  here,  which  from  very  fmall  begizmings  has 
grown  into  a  great  trade,  and  has  become  the  ftaple  of  the 
place ;  and  the  happy  influence  of  which,  particularly  of  late 
years,  is  vifible  in  the  amazing  increafe  of  populatioa  and 
wealth,  and  the  confequent  improvement  of  every  thing. — This 
branch  of  manufaAure  was  brought  to  Forfar  by  a  gentleman 
ftill  living  there,  who  has  acquired  by  it  a  comfortable  inde- 
pendence.—His  brother,  a  weaver  in  or  near  Arbroath,  (a- 
bout  the  year  1738  or  1739)  having  got  a  fmall  quantity  of  flas 
unfit  for  the  kind  of  cloth  then  ufually  brought  to  market, 
made  it  into  a  web,  and  offered  it  to  his  merchant  as  a  piece  on 
which  he  thought  he  (hould,  and  was  willing  to,  lofe.  The 
merchant,  who  had  been  in  Germany,  immediately  remarked 
the  fimilarity  between  this  piece  of  cloth  and  the  fabric  of  Of- 
naburgh,  and  urged  tlie  weaver  to  attempt  other  pieces  of  the 
fame  kind,  which  he  rcluftantly  undertook.  The  experiment 
however  fucceeded  to  a  wifli. — Many  hands  were  foon  em- 
ployed in  the  neighbourhood  of  Arbroath,  where  a  Coropicj 
was  eftablifbed  to  promote  the  bufinefs,  and  from  whence  the 
difcovery  was  brought  to  Forfar  at  the  period  above  mention- 
ed.— Before  that  time  the  flax  was  drefled  by  women  ;  there 
was  no  cloth  made  at  Forfar,  but  a  few  yard-wides,  called 
Scrims ;  the  number  of  incorporated  weavers  did  not  exceed  40, 
nor  were  there  above  60  looms  employed  in  the  town.  £ut 
in  confequence  of  the  a£l  for  encouraging  weavers,  the  trade 
increafed  fo  rapidly,  that,  before  the  year  1750,  there  were  up- 
wards of  140  looms  going  in  Forfar,  and  at  prefent  there  arc 
^ctween  400  and  500. 
f  he  knowledge  of  this  art  i$  fo  eafily  acquiredt  the  call  for 
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liands  fe  greati  that  almoft  every  young  man  here  betakes  him- 
felf  to  it.  He  receives  a  part  of  the  profit  of  his  work  from 
the  very  day  his  apprenticefhip  begins;  in  a  year  or  two  he  is 
qualified  to  carry  on  bufinefs  for  himfelf,  and  abU  to  fupport  a 
family,  aodfohe  marries  and  multiplies ;  and  this  facility  .of 
acquiring*  a  living  at  an  early  period  of  life  is  one  great  caufe  of 
the  rapid  increafe  of  population.  To  thisalfo  it  is  owing,  per- 
haps, that  other  profellions,  lefs  profitable  and  more  difficult 
to  acquire,  are  feldomerpurfuedby  the  young  men  of  this  place; 
and  it  is  a  fa£t  worthy  of  notice,  that  there  has  not  been  above 
one  or  two  apprentice  taylorsin  Forfar  thefe  feven  years  paft* 

The  Ofnaburgh  trade  is  indeed  a  iu£luating  one,  and  when 
the  demand  for  that  fabric  flackens  at  any  time,  it  brings  ma- 
ny dftboyottng  and  unprovident  into  difficultiesi  and  often- 
times add^  to  the  number  of  the  poor.  But  when  the  trade  is 
good  (and  it  Jias  been  for  fometimes  paft  more  ftable  and  more 
ilourilhiiig.thsin  ever  it  was  known  before),  the  profits  of  it^ 
with  the  government  bpunty,  are  fufficient  to  fupport  the  fober 
and  induftrious  weaver  againft  the  influence  of  a  falling  mar- 
ket.—Manufaflurers  are  juft  now  giving  from  15s.  to  aos.  for 
working  the  piece  of  ten  dozen  of  yards,  which  a  man  of  good 
execution  will  accomplifli  in  nearly  as  many  days ;  and  a  mail 
working^his  own  web,has  been  known  to  produce  1 8  fuch  pieces 
by  his  own  hands  in  the  fpace  of  19  weeks. — This  however  is 
allowed  by  all  to  be  extraordinary,  though  it  ihews  what  fobrie- 
ty  and  diligence  may  do. 

The  trade  and  wealth  of  Forfat  having  increafed  fo  lapidly 
fince  the  year  1745,  mud  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  have  pro- 
duced great  alterations  in  the  appearance  of  the  place  and  the 
manners  of  its  inhabitants.  Accordingly  their  buildings,  their 
expence  of  living,  and  their  drefs  are  almoft  totally  changed 
fince  that  period*    And  there  is  a  remarkable  difierence,  evert 
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within  thefe  \%  yeatBi  not  onlj  th  all  tliefe  refped^  Imt  alb 
in  their  amufementa. 

About  andbefbre  the  jear  1745  there  weft  few  pitratehoa&a 
covered  with  flate,  and  the  mafonry  of  almoft  aO  of  them  was 
of  ft  rery  inferior  kind  \  fince  that  time  almoft  every  new  honfe 
has  been  covered  with  flatea  of  a  coatfe  kind,  of  whidi  dieiv 
are  plenty  in  quarries  widun  the  royalty,  and  feverml  of  Ac 
principal  ones  with  Eafdaie*  A  thatched  hottfe  fa  fcarcely  to  be 
leen,  and  the  mafonry  of  fnch  hoafes  as  have  been  b«9r  of  late 
years  is  neat  and  fubftantial  \  the  inhabitants  appearing  to  have 
caught  a  new  tafte  in  building  from  the  pattern  fet  Aena  in 
the  newTown-hottfb  and  Hew  Chttrdi»  which  are  of  neat  mo- 
dem architcdure. 

Like  moft  towns  tn  Sccdand,  Forfar  had  beto  b«3t  without 
any  regular  deGgn,  as  every  man's  fancy  diAated  the  fitmoioa 
of  his  houfe ;  now  more  attentbn  fa  bellowed  in  regulating  the 
Areets  in  the  extended  parts  of  the  towki^  as  wdl  aa  ih  remov- 
ing irregularities  ih  rebuilding  faoufics  fal  the  old-ftreet.— Ilieit 
are  no  uninhabited  houfcs,  new  ones  are  extending  the  town 
in  almoft  every  diredion,  and  houfe  rents  are  rather  on  the  rife, 
itfoft  of  the  hoUfcs  built  for  trades-people  confift  of  two  ftories, 
having  four  apartments  of  about  t6  feet  fqnare  each,  one  of 
which,  with  a  portion  of  the  garret,  u  fuficient  \o  accemAio- 
date  a  weaver  ^ith  his  loom,  his  furniture  and  his  fuel,  and 
he  pays  for  it,  and  a  few  feet  of  garden  ground,  from  203.  to 
45 s./ifrtf/iiri/m,  according  to  itsdiftance  from  the  market-place 
or  its  other  advantages  or  difadvantages*  The  weaver  gener- 
ally prefers  the  low  flat  for  his  operations,  and  an  open  expo* 
fiire,  if  poffible,  to  the  heart  of  the  Xxyfra  ^. 

About 

*  About  50 •rSayttnagv there  Ferenot  tWft  7tte-kettles,a*  manr 
haoMeilowt,  vA  u  nuiy  watches  ki  Fofftr :  vum  tn«ketties  and  haa^ 
bcllaw$  are  the  neceffiuy  furnitiire  of  the  poorcft  hoafc  in  the  patifli».and  al> 
moft  the  inca&fid  jneaiiil  fttvanl  mud  have  hli  watch. 

Ahou^ 
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About  1745  the  coitimoa  rent  of  an  acre  of  bur^  land  was 
L.  10  Scotchj  including  4od.  for  miDifters  ftipend.  An  ac^  of 
the  fame  hnd  is  nbw  ofteta  let  at  from  508  to  L.  3  per  atmum : 
Several  of  them  near  the  town  bring  more  than  twicfc  a8  much^ 
and  the  whole  of  them  have  been  lately  found  by  a  decreet 

,  fttbitnA 

About  the  Ame  pemd,  a  le^  of  good  beef  weig^bg  4  ftone  might  have 
t>«en  pturchaied  for  5t« ;  a  leg  of  totenble  Teal  for  jd.  the  hxgheft  for  is.  an^ 
fone  fo  low  M  adf.  $  mottoaftom  8d.  to  Is.  per  leg  ;afiiialler  ibit  frooitli^ 
Granpiias*  but  of  excellent  flaToar*  from  4(L  to  jd.  per  leg.  Prerioos  to  1 745 
there  was  no  meat  ibid  in  Forfar  by  weight,  and  Tery  feldom  was  an  oz  killed 
till  the  greater  part  of  the  carcafe  had  been  befpoken^— A  Uttle  before  that 
two  work  oxen,  weighing  aboat  30  ftone  each,  %ere  iotd  In  one  of  the  For£^ 
fairs  for  50  nerks  Scots  the  head ;  and  both  the  fise  of  the  cattle  and  \hl 
price  of  them  were  thoaght  a  wonder. 

An  ox,  wofth  at  that  time  about  40s.  fnppUed  the  fleib-maiket  of  Forfiur 
eight  days  or  a  fortnight,  except  on  extraordinary  occafions,  from  Chriftmaft 
to  Lammas.  Between  Hallowmafs  and  Chriftmars,  when  the  people  laid  ii^ 
their  winter  provifions,  aboot  34  bccYes  were  killed  in  a  week ;  the  beft  not 
exceeding  t6  orio  ftone.  A  man  who  had  boaght  a  fliilhtfgs  worth  of  beef 
•r  an  ootace  of  tea,  woold  have  concealed  it  from  his  neighbomi  like  nnifdcr. 
Bgg^  were  bon^t  for  id.  p<r  dosen,  batter  from  yi,  to  4d.  per  lb.  aad  a  good 
hen  was  tfaoogbt  hi^  at  a  gitxtt. 

The  gradoal  adTanccment  of  population,  trade,  and  agricultnral  improre* 
ment,  has  produced  the  gradual  rife  in  the  price  and  confuxnption  of  all  theio 
articles, which  within  thefe  laft  twenty  years  arelbme  of  them  doubled,  and  many 
of  them  trebled ;  oat  meal  too  has  rifen,  but  not  in  the  fame  propoHion  with 
moll  other  articles.  And  there  are  few  artificers  who  cannot  well  afibrd  to 
treat  themlelTes  and  their  families  frequently  with  meat  and  wheaten  bread, 
cooiiderable  quantities  of  both  being  confomed  by  them.  At  an  averzge, 
there  is  not  lefs  than  L.  50.  worth  of  meat  fold  in  the  fle/h  market  of  Forfar 
every  week  throughout  the  yearw— Good  meat  brings  from  3d.  to  4d.  and  fome* 
times  5d.  per  lb.  and  can  feldom  be  purchafed  in  quantitiei,  eren  at  the  cheapo 
eft  periods,  for  lefs  than  4s.  per  ftone.  £ggs  which  ten  years  ago  fold  at  ad« . 
per  dosen  are  now  rifen  to  4d.  and  Sometimes  6d.  Hens  are  from  sod  to  is« 
^tter  fh>m  Sd.  to  lod.  f  per  pound  of  14  ounces  Englifli  ■  ■■  and  other  ar^ 
tides  in  proportion.  Though  this  bears  hard  upon  annuitants,  yet  it  is  u« 
niverially  allnwed  that  labouring  people  pnrchaTe  more  of  theftf  articles  o*Wg 
acd  trt  better  able  to  do  it,  than  whea  provifions  were  cheaper. 
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'arbitral  to  be  worth  25s.  per  acrcj  if  let  in  cumuh  for  a  leafe 
of  19  years. 

Clover  grafs-feed  wag  firft  fown  10  one  of  the  burgh  acres 
about  60  years  ago,  and  the  people  around  run  to  fee  it  as  a 
curiofity  \  nor  did  it  become  general  in  this  neighbourhood 
for  upwards  of  20  years  after. 

The  foil  of  the  burgh  acres  is  of  a  light  nature,  and  of  no 
confiderable  depth,  having, in  general  a -gravel  bottom,  and  it 
has  been  faid  athoufand  times,  that  it  and  theground  a  confident 
ble  way  round,  would  take  a  (hower  every  day  in  the  year 
without  prejudice;  yet,  being  flanked  by^the  range  of  Sccd- 
kw4ull8  on  the  fouth^,  of  the  Grampians  on  the  north,  the 
teeming  clouds  cqipijpg  £rom  the  weft  with  the  prevailing  fnm- 
mer*winds,  often  pafs  over  and  (hed  their  fertilizing  influence 
on  the  hills  on  cither  fide  of  this  trad,  While  every  thing  in 
the  intermediate  fpace  was  burning  up.  The  foil  produces 
excellent  barley,  but  the  oat  crops  in  general  are  light  and  pun- 
ny.^ ,  Thcdifcovery  of  marie  and  the  increafed  quantity  of  hot 
manure  from  the  town,  has  improved  it  very  much  of  late, 
and  the  multiplied  confumption  of  the  produce  has  fo  much 
excited  the  induftry  and  attention  of  the  inhabitants,  that  melt 
of  the  old  fields  are  in  a  (late  of  high  cultivation,  while  feve- 
lal  extenCve  ones  improved  from  barren  muir  produce  plenti- 
ful crops.  It  (hould  be  obferved,  however, -that  the  tackfznen 
of  thefe  acres  are  not  in  general  able  to  pay  the  high  rent 
which  many  of  them  do,  from  the  produce  of  the  ground,  but 
one  muft  have  a  cow  for  his  family,  and  another  a  horfc  to  car- 
ry him  to  a  dlllant  market  or  bring  goods  from  a  fea-port,  and 
he  takes  a  piece  of  ground  near  him  and  pays  a  premium  for 

his  convenience  *. 

General 

*  The  eficAi  of  this  increafe  of  niunber,'  trade,  and  wealth,  appear  viiiblf 
aITo  in  the  drefs  of  all  ranks,  and  even  in^thc  amufements  of  the  more  tiieal- 
t)iy  dtiscas.    Twelve  or  twenty  y^axs  a^,  it  was  ao  uncommra  thing  to  fee 

th« 
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General  CharaEhr  tfthe  Inhabitants. — ^Thc  general  charaftcr 
of  the  inhabitants  is  that  of  induftry  and  enterprife.  As  in  o- 
ther  large  aflemblages  of  men,  inflances  of  diilipation  are  not 
Mrantingi  and  failures  among  trading  people  now  and  then  hap* 
pen  ;  eiFe£ls,  which  a  fudden  influx  of  wealth,  and  inexperi- 
ence in  the  paths  of  extended  commerce,  feldom  fail  to  pro- 
duce and  multiply;  but  it  has  been  obferved,  to  the  honour  of  the 
merchants  of  Forfar,  by  the  people  from  a  diftance  who  have 
had  long  and  extenfive  dealings  in  this  country,  that  there 
is  no  town  in  Angus,  where  they  find  fewer  bankruptcies  and 
more  pun£kual  payments. 

Articles  of  commerce  are  greatly  more  numerous  within  thefe 
few  years.  Wine  of  various  forts,  which  was  formerly  brought 
from  Dundee  in  dozens,  and  feldom  ufed  but  as  a  medicine, 

is 

the  wife  of  a  wealthy  burgcfs  going  to  church  arrayed  in  a  rich  filk  gown  C(v 
yered  by  a  homely. plaid;  now  filk  mantles  and  bonnets, and  fafliionable  head- 
drcfTes  are  no  rarities ;  and  even  the  fervant  maids  begin  in  this  rtfyed  to  ape 
the  drcfi  of  their  fuperiors.     Formerly  a  ball  or  focial  dance  was  not  thought 
of  abore  once  tor  twice  in  a  year,  and  the  ladies  in  general  appeared  at  it  drcfs- 
cd  in  clofe  caps  like  their  grandmothers ;  for  ieveral  years  paft  there  has  been, 
during  the  winter  feafon,  a  monthly  concert  of  Italian  and  Scotch  mbfic,  per- 
formed by  the  gentlemen  of  the  place,  and  followed  by  a  dance,  well  attended, 
and  prefenting  a  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  drefTed  in  the  modern  fa- 
ihion.     Entertainments  of  the  fame  kind  are  fometimes  given  in  fummer ; 
one  in  particular  on  the  19th  of  June,  kept  as  an  annitrerfary  in    honour 
of  St  Margaret,  Malcolm  Canmore*s  Queen,  to  whofe  munificence  perhaps 
Forfar  was  much  indebted.     Buchannan  Hyles  her,    '*  Lectijftma  et  tingulari 
pietate  Famitts'^^     and  afcribcs  many  of  the  bed  a£)s  of  her  hu/band's  reign  to 
the  influence  of  her  piety  and  prudence,  particularly  the  abrogation  of  Eve- 
nus'  law  of  infamous  memory.    Tradition  celebrates  her  attention  to  the 
good  inllru^on  of  the  young  women  in  Forfar,  and  it  is  faid  it  was  the  law  of 
her  table,  that  none  (hould  drink  after  dinner  who  did  not  wait  the  giving  of 
thanks,  and  hence  the  phrafe  through  Scotland  of  the  grace  drink.    Thefe 
fedivc  fccnes  are  in  general  enjoyed  at  Ifttle  ezpence,  and  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  cultivate  the  manners,  and  to  promote  the  harmony-  of  this 
fociety,  ' 
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is  now  imported  in  pipes,  and  is  a  vcrj  common  drink  at  pnratc 
as  wtU  as  at  public  entertainments.  Porter^  which,  abost 
ao  years  ago  was  fcarceljr  known,  is  now  brought  frooi  Lon* 
don  in  great  quantities  and  is  becoming  a  common  berenge 
with  the  loweft  of  the  people.  Table-beer  is  ieklom  made 
by  pritrate  families,  but  by  the  brewers  in  the  town,  wbo  are 
a  flouriihing  clafs  of  men ;  from  1600  to  aoeo  boik  of  mak 
are  confumed  annuallyi  but  the  confumpt  of  this  article  is  lef* 
iened  fince  the  introduAion  of  porter. 

Superfine  cloths,  and  all  kinds  of  cotton,  cloth  and  manjo- 
ther  articles  formerly  got  from  Dundee,  are  now  to  Se  had  in 
plenty  in  oiany  (hops  in  Forfar. 

Dundee  is  the  neareft  fea*port  town,  and  with  wluch  Fotfar 
has  mod  frequent  intercoufe,  but  It  alfo  carries  on  a  trade 
with  Arbroath  and  Montrofe— -The  communication  widi  all 
thefe  places  will  be  greatly  facilitated  when  the  turnpike  roads 
leading  to  them  are  finithed.  The  turnpike  xQt  for  this  coun- 
ty commenced  in  June  1789,  and  tlie  roads  to  Dundee  and 
Arbroath  are  now  nearly  completed*  Though  the  popular 
prejudice  was  at  firft  againft  them,  every  one  begins  to  fiec  his 
intereft  in  them  now,  fince  as  much  can  be  drawn  by  one  hoife 
as  could  formerly  have  been  done  with  two,  and  the  toU  eli- 
gible for  a  one  horfe  cart  per  day  from  Forfar  to  Arbroath  or 
Dundee,  is  no  more  than  4dy.  on  either  road.  The  turnpike  rosd 
from  Forfar  to  Perth  is  lUcewife  in  great  forwardneis,  and  wiB 
loon,  be  compleated,  to  the  general  improvement  of  the  eftatts 
through  which  it  pafles  and  the  towns  to  and  from  which  it 
leads. 

One  great  drawback  on  the  property  of  Fotfar  is  the  fear- 
city  of  fuel.  Peats  have  indeed  for  feveral  years  paft  been  ob- 
tained from  the  lands  gained  by  draining  the  loch  of  Forfar; 
thefe  are  now  nearly  exhaufted,  and  a  new  mofs  has  been  0* 
pened  by  the  draining  Loch-Reftenet,  which,  in  its  tum^  a 
s  few 
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few  years  will  fee  to  an  end :  at  any  rate  the  peats  got  from 
thence,  though  a  convenient,'  arc  by  no  means  a  cheap  article 
of  fuel;  for  the  poor  man,  could  he  afford  the  money  all  at  once, 
would  be  muA  cheaper,  and  if  cheaper  he  muft  be  more  com- 
fortable, with  abai.  A  conGderabie  quantity  of  thriving  firs 
arc  rifing'ott  the  town's  property,  and  on  fome  of  the  eftatcs 
in  the  neighbourhbod ;  but  their  number  feems  by  no  meanf 
adequate  to  the  probable  demand  for  firing,  when  the  moflcs 
(hall  be  exhaufted ;  fo  that  the  community's  fole  dependence 
for  this  article,  at  fome  future  period,  wiir  be  on  coaL 
which  at  prefent  is  obtained  from  Arbroath  and  Dundee,  at  a 
Ycry  great  expcnce,  not  lefs'than  from  9s.  to  los.  6d.  per  boll 
of  70  ftone  Dutch.  In  fome  places  of  the  flatc  quarries  in 
this  neighbourhood,  (Irata  of  culm-done  have  been  found, 
fuch  as  indicate  the  vicinity  of  coal,  and  they  excited  no  little 
expectation  fome  years  that  this  ufeful  foflil  might  be  diftb- 
vercd  here.  Some  feeble  attempts  towards  a  difcovery  were 
made  by  the  proprietor  of  line  of  thefe  quarries,  and  a  few  a- 
cres  around  it ;  but  his  finances  were  unequal  to  the  expence^ 
and  he  met  with  no  fupptiit  from  the  public. 

There  arc  few  places  within  the  royalty,  in  which  a  quarry 
of  fome  kind  may  not  eafily  be  found,  fo  that  both  ftone  andflate 
are  comparatively  cheap  ;  but  the  expence  of  lime  and  wood, 
neither  of  which  can  be  had  but  from  the  fea  port  towns  or 
an  equal  diftance,  will  probably  continue,  with  the  high  price 
of  fuel,  to  obftrucl  in  fome  mcafure  the  growing  profpcrity  of 
thii  burgh,  till  wealth  and  the  fpiric  of  enterprize  (hall  open 
a  communication  by  watef  between  it  and  the  fea. 

In  fpite  of  thefe  difadvantagcs,  however,  Forfar  is,  and  is 
likely  to  continue,  a  thriving  place  ;'  fituated  an  the  centre  of  a 
well  cultivated  county,  the  feat  of  the  court  of  jdftice,  the 
members  of  which  at  a  moderate  cdmputation*  bring  L«  t5o» 

Vol.  VI.  3  U  a 
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t  jm9 10 the  towni  the  phoe of  tcSon for  liie  fbee-teUtin, 
sot  only  for  tranfaAing  die  bufinefs  of  tbe  comitrf «  but  fef 
the  enjojQieot  of  fociety  in  dobt,  affembliesy  &c.  Ujing  €mi  a 
great  toad  tbrottgh  the  kingcioniy  and  open  bjr  the  toroptkes  ta 
a  xeadj  bterconrfe  with  all  her  neighhouTSy  yffirflcd  alfo  of 
fcretal  fubftantial  reanafaAufcSi  condiiQed  bf  nca  of  fpiru 
tnd  inia&tjt  who  daily  ftrctcbing  out  near  patha  of  ait  and 
comineicei  flie  muft  rife»  in  the  oatnre  of  thiogs^  to  greaaer 
eminence  than  flie  has  yet  atuined. 

Many  things  doubtlefs  are  neceff*ry  to  the  acoompIiflisBeDt 
<ff  this  defirable  end*  A  wcU  regalated  police^  and  fho  fup- 
prefllon  of  a  multiplicity  of  ale  houfess  fo  dangcnma  to  the 
morals  of  the  peop)e»  are  particularly  requifite.  The  clearing 
tnd  lighting  of  the  ftreets,  and  the  introdu£Hnn  of  water  in 
pipes,  are  alfo  objeAs  worthy  of  attention,  to  which,  it  ia  hop- 
ed. In  time,  the  people  in  power  wcU  a{^y  their  care.— 1| 
Is  alfo  unlfcrfally  allowed,  that  noddng  can  contTibme  more 
to  the  ciTil  and  religious  interefts  of  any  fociety,  than  a  lacrcd 
attention  to  the  education  of  youth.  Aud  Mrhere  the  fnods  of 
a  parifli  ^Atax%  of  it,  as  well  as  d^ofe  of  tlua  (tii(ri£l  caot 
there  ought  to  be  at  lead  three  eiUblilhed  fchoolst  one  for  La- 
tifi<>grammar,  and  the  other  learned  or  foreign  tongues,  one  for 
ZngliOi  folely,  and  one  for  writing  and  arithmetic.  There  are 
at  prefeni  two  eftabliihcd  fchoois  in  forfu-,  with  tolerable  ap. 
pointments,  in  each  gf  wh|ch  tiie  mafter  is  permitted  to  teach 
all  the  branches  of  education  promifcuoufly,  a  method  calcu- 
lated to  perplex  himfelf  and  ohftrufi  the  imj^orenient  of  h|i 
pupils,  The  fehpols  about  fbe  mid41e  of  this  century  were  in 
confiderabk  reputation  j^  but  the  town  lor  mai^  years  paft  has 
been  rather  unii^unate  in  the  apnoU^tments  n^ide  to  thefc 
important  Sfl^ccs.  The  magiftrates  and  council  hare,  how* 
«Teri1>fl«tC  t^fuch  Aoafiiies  pfUillvved  fliall  in  fu- 
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Idre  fecttte  th<  ^bikl  liiftitution  of  youtl^i  an j  raife  the  fchools 
te  feme  degree  of  celeblicy  *• 

The  church,  fituated  neat  the  centre  of  the  townj  haabetn 
tebttilt  within  thefe  few  jears^  on  a  plan  calculated  to  contain 
Sooo  hearer^k  The  fabric  it  elegant  and  commodious,  but 
difgraced  by  the  contiguity  of  the  old-fteeple  and  fpire,  the 
tiattlement  of  which  it  overcrops  by  la  feet  at  leaft. 

The  tow^  hoiife  hat  alfo  been  lately  rebuilt }  the  fitmt  in, 
the  market  place  has  an  a^eeable  elitft,  but  the  aparmienta 
for  prifonert  arc  darkf  d^unp,  and  difmal,  almoft  excluded 
from  the  funi  and  the  fite  circulation  of  common  air  1  And 
the  generad  utility  of  the  whole  fabric  feems  to  have  been  Sa- 
crificed to  the  attainment  of  ode  large  upper  room  for  puUic 
bufineft  and  amufementk  The  cupola,  alfo  intended  for  an  or- 
nament, conveys  a  mean  idea  of  the  genius  of  the  archite£l« 
It  it  evident,  alat  I  for  the  unhappy  prifoner  too  evident,  the 
genittt  of  Howard  (at  not  at  his  elbow^  when  ht  iiiediute4 
thit  wretched  dcfign. 

The  daughter  houfe,  lately  in  tho  very  centre  of  At  towB» 
lias  been  very  properly  removed  to  the  north  fide  of  it }  vHiidi^ 
helides  ridding  the  place  of  anoifome  anddangtrout  incum* 
brancei  miift  contribute  lb  the  health  of  the  inhabitanta* 

The  atr  of  Forfar  may  be  fiid  in  genenl  to  be  falufariotis  % 
occafional  fogt  arife  firom  the  hket  and  lovtr  groundt  in  the 
neighbouriiood,  but  have  ndching  particularly  noxioiua  io 
thenib  Epidemical  diftempers  fometsmea  appear,  but  they 
afc  ttoi  moft  fstal  than  in  other  ttelghbc^ttfing  communities, 

3  U  2       .  and 

*  Vnthih  tiMft  ft V  yctif  tli«  nanrc  hai  bceU  itpsirad  a  s  eoMoMm 
mipeuK  at  two  thbdf  «r  the  m^;^  ivMcH  mooU  htfc  bdltfti 


I  the  IdaidsdMit  sad  yslli  U  a  niaft  iiU  fttadfaii  Sa  acs^  «e  n* 
fttlrt  ft  ptooranoftgauuf  oftheiasttentloB  of  heitesrt  to  their  owa  lute* 
Ht    WcnfrchpoblkworiulhdaMiihhAsoChaiy  stM^llifrvod^ 
iheai  left  tivsMe  tmi  IsA  sspnct. 
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and  in  general  lefs  fo.  On  one  occaiGon  the  fmall-pox  carried 
*  off  a  great  number  of  children,  a  circumftancc  which  nxzj  he 
cxpc£ted  fome  timts  to  happen  in  places  where  the  prejudice 
againft  inoculation  has  not  fubfided :  this  prejudice  indeed,  a» 
well  as  other  popular  errors,  daily  lo/Tes  ground  ;^and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  fuccefs  attending  the  pra£li.ce  of  this  impor- 
tant diftovcry  will  make  univerfal  converts  of  the  riHng  gene- 
ration. In  the  cafe  alluded  tO|  the  inoculated  fmall  pox  was 
introduced  late  in  the  fpring,  and  children  who  had  not  beea 
^npculatcd  received  the  infeftion  at  the  commencement  of  the 
fummer  months,  which,  happening  to  be  warmer  than  u/ual, 
affifted  in  fprcading  the  contagion.  There  are  many  aclive 
lively  men  in  Forfar  between  70  and  80  years  old,  feveral  up- 
wards of  80  years  with  all  their  faculties  entire.  One  between 
90  and  100,  who  is  beginning  to  feci  the  iiifira  ities  of  age ;  and 
there  was  one  buried  in  July  178 1  who  had  attained  the  age 
of  100*. 

Poor. — ^Thc  number  of  poor  in  the  town  is  very  confiderable  ; 
they  are  fupportediy  money  arifing  from  lands  purchafed  with 
the  donations  o(^  MeOrs  Robert  and  \^illiam  Strangs  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  note,  about  the  year  165^1^  amount* 

ing  to  about  L  96  yearly  \  and  the  money  coUcded  weekly  at 

the 

'^  Of  the  afitlqtiides  of  Fsrfar  lltth  can  be  (kid,  as  its  charters  hare 
been,  for  upwardiof  a  cestnry,  conligoed  to  -  oblivion  bj  the  hand  \i  re- 
hellion  and  anar^hf .  A  few  trials  of  thofc  unhappy  women  called  wiCchc% 
tpgcther  with  the  bridle  with  iivhich  they  were  led  to  execution,  are  ftill 
preferred  as  monuments  of  the  fuperftition  of  our  fathers ;  and  the  field  in 
which  they  ru0cred  is  pointed  out  to  ilrangers  as  a  curiofity. 

Among  the  memorials  of  the  good,  is  juilly  reckoned  a  very  hi;ge  bcU,  fcnt 
hy  Robert  Straog  merchant  in  Stockholm  as  a  tribute  of  ref|>e^  to  his  native 
pjacc ;  and  a  table  of  donations  to  the  poor,  to  which  the  iaid  Robert  Strang 
^  his  brother  WiUlnm  contributed  the  principal  Ihare*  * 


die  church  door,  vhlch  with  the  interefts  of  ccrlaiwfafrings  in 

former  times  of  plenty)  amounts  to  about  L.  lOO  yearly.  Out 

of  tbcfe  fuons,  befides  a  monthly  diftribucion  of  about  L  6  or 

1..  7  aii^  occafioobl  fupplies  in  cafes  of  urgent  neceffity,.  tho 

,poor  are  furniihed  with  fcocs,  clothing,  and  houfe  rent— * 

jSince  the  Scarcity  in  the  year  1783,. when  oat-meal  was  2©s; 

per  boll,  through  the  increafe  of  the  number  of  poor  and 

the  rife  of  provilions,  the  funds  which  before  were  accwnmu" 

laiioghave  been  fcarcely  adequate  to  the  expenditure  ^  and 

new  methods  are  now  trying  to  render  the  fupply  of  the  indu& 

trious  poor  more  efFedual,  without  increafing  the  burden  of 

the.  tomm unity.    The  fa£k  feems  to  be,  that  over*  grown  cha- 

lity  funds,  .are  enemies  to  induftry,  as*  they  encourage 'the  idif 

and  improvident,  to  depend  upon  them  as  a  fecurity  ajgainft 

want  in  the  evening  of  life.    And  fo  they  will  neither  woric 

nor  fave.   For  many  yeai:s  preceding^ the  year  1789,  provifiona 

nirere  mote,  eafily  obtained  by  the  poor,  than '  now,  >  by  the 

great  quantities  of  frefti  iiih  with  which  the  market  of  .Forfar 

was  fupplied  at.very  reafonabl^  priceSyrby  carrien  who  gained 

a  livelyhood  by  bunging  them  almofb  daily  from  the  fea-poit 

towns.    A  fupply  ^^hicb  had  its  influence  aifo  on  the  price  of 

meat.     But  Cnce  the  year;  1 783  6fli  bavo  be^n  vfery  fqarce;  the 

haddocks  particularly  have  left  our  coafU  entirely,  and  one  great 

article  for  the  fubfiftance  of  the  poor,  as  well  as  a  luxury  for 

the  rich,  is  withdrawn. 

"*  •  I    ^,    '  -.1,  \ *  »'.» • 

There  is  a  weekly  market  held  in  Forfar  every  Satifrday^  it 

IS  well  attended,  and  a  great  djsal  of  country  buGoefs  is  tranfaoi* 

ted  there.  .  A  branch  of  the  Dundee  Banking  Company,* and 

one  of  the  commcnrcial  Bank  Company  of  Aberdeen,  have4>ceil 

cftabliflied  here  for  thcfe  two  or  three  years,  and  both  have 

•onfiderabliB  employ  *. 

,  ^  It  U  a  iiflg«by«irettmAaatt  10  the  liiA^ry  of  \\m  burgh  that  H  «ibu!tiei 
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loimng  CO  the  tovtt {  thtcttftomof  oneofdieaiiMipHciiaf- 
•d  Ibm^  time  ago  from  the  Eari  of  StfachiMH^  and  dl  rtakr 
a  oonfidefabk  addkkm  todie  rcftooaof  the  bttf|^  Fteai  Mar- 
tmaiat  to  Caiidlemais  there  n  a  weekly  market  on  Wednefiby^ 
fne  of  cttftom,held  on  the  ftreet  for  the  lale  of  £it  cattle  t  tftod 
dttriog  the  feed-time  thete  ii  one  weekly  on  the  fame  day  for 
the  fate  of  work  horfeii  all  of  which  are  Well  fttqucnted^  and 
ooeaSon  the  fpetuUng  a  gfeai  deal  of  money  in  the  town,  by 
ijbe  coontry  people  who  attend  them  *• 

tmr/iKi^  SoU^  (^^ •— The  Landwatd  Ftfifli  pteftnta  a  ie?d 
l^fpcd  to  the  eye»  intercepted  only  by  the  hiB  of  Balnafln* 
'  nar  dire£lly  to  the  (bath  of  the  town,  part  of  which  is  within 
the  royalcy»  and  from  the  top  almoft  the  whole  paiiih»  at  wA 
as  a  great  ea^nt  of  coiintry  beyond  it,  may  be  leen  at  one  new* 
tit  weft  end  of  thia  hill  is  the  place  of  esecluiott  of  pnbKc 
jiiftice,  and  it  ia  (aid  that  it  derivea  hi  name  in  the  Gaelk, 
from  the  complaint  of  %  Hi||^iod  boy,  IbUowing  hia  pandfa^ 
ther,  who  had  forfeited  hia  life  to  the  juftkeolhiacoimtry.-* 
Thefidliavarioni*  'to  the  nortk^ndibttdiic tain  general  ligH 
and  dun,  with  a  gra?tri  bottom,  aain  die  bnr^  laod|  about 
t^t  middle,  from  the  eaft  lo  weft,  fpenty  cby  land* 


tm  aft  of  tht  acdidi  PiriifteMB^  In  tbt  ttig»  of  XJa|  Ja»8t  Vt  i 
«Mklr  vaikct  aif  fnm  Hadf  to  Mter»  At  wim  tiM  U 
ana  Mity  to  aMimiay»  the  iacoaibeiit  hat  aot  btta  abli  t»  l«tf%  h«t  tte 
•Uta  dC  tlM  chfto^  hat  ovUcntIr  hotn,  tha  Ma^r  I>tcfllm4  whfc  thoytegr 
WMhIir  atoikct  ia  DuaaM.  mA  that  the  oih«r  4^r»  Ib  tile  mAi  «cra  ki^t  u 
Mr  a^r»  h/ the  other  town  in  tha  ihlrew 

^It  b  pethepe  pioper  to  take  actke  of  the  incmT<mfca<e  wMtk  arUttfet 
CndiegpcopKfiMatheewatora  peeper  and  onlfora  AuMlai4  of  «e^ 
aadai|Mhi«*  A  poaoA  of  batter  la  Fotfcr  It  §4  S^UAi  owmm;  in  KM- 
mair  jiatteeaMaat  U  U  v  oaacct,  the  iaaitf  aMmacc  thaiin  la  AceJc^wf 

a  taller  oae  hi  other  aitiokt« 
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Rhirt  and  Laiis.^Tb^ve  are  no  rivers  in  the  pftfifli>  Kpd 
feat ce  any  ftream  that  defcnres  the  name  of  a  bunu  Tmo, 
trotttui|c*riTeis  Lunan  and  Vennj»  indeed  take  their  rife  in 
thii  parifli  but  are  both  inconfiderable  rills  in  fo  £ir  as  comie£led 
with  it.  Such  IS  the  fcarcity  of  water»  that  of  8  ihills  in  die  pa«» 
riflif  fix  are  driren  by  water  coIleAed  from  fmall  fprings  which 
in  fummer  do  little  execution,  one  is  driven  by  wind,  and 
another  by  a  horfe. 

There  were  before  the  draining,  three  lakes  in  the  pari&t 
Foifiur,  Refteneti  and  Fithie  i  all  abounding  in  pike,  peich  and 
eel ;  and  fince  a  communication  has  been  opened  by  a  drain 
between  the  Loch  of  Forfar  and  the  river  Dean,  trout  of  a 
confiderable  fize  are  rometimes  taken  {  but  none  of  tbefe  fiOi 
liave  been  brought  to  maiket  e:acept  eels,  whidi  (bmt  time  a^ 
go  were  expoled  in  great  numbers^  taken  in  an  aric  at  the  out- 
let of  Loch-Reftenet. 

The  lodi  of  Forfiir,  upwards  of  20  years  ago,  was  drain* 
ei  of  about  16  f^et  perpendicular  depth  of  water.  About  r 
mile  in  length  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  of  various 
depth,  (from  a  to  la  feet  in  fummer),  ftill  remains.  No 
arable  land  Jias  been  gained  by  this  draining,  but  a  very  confi* 
(lerable  quantity  of  mofs  and  marie.  A  cubic  yard  and  an  half 
of  folid  mo(s  is  fuppofed  to  produce  a  cart  load  of  peats,  valu- 
ed, as  they  lie  upon  die  bank,  from  8d*  to  is.  To  thiathe  es^ 
pence  of  digging,  drying,  and  leading  muft  be  added  to  make 
the  fun  price,  and  that  wil)  be  little  (hort  of  the  prime  co^.. 
Tliofe  who  dig  and  dry  them  for  fslc,  ufually  charge  the  people 
in  Forfar  half  a  crown  for  a.  fmall  cart  k)ad  of  dried  peats  laid 
down  at  the  door*  The  boU  of  marie,  conCfting  of  8  cubic 
feet,  brings  8d«  to  the  proprietor,  out  of  which  he  pays  id.  for 
^Ugging  or  lid.  for  dragging;  for  they  /lot  only  dig  for  the 
mark  at  the  recovered  land,  but  heave  it  from  the  bottom  of 
thf  hte'by  aimichio^fificb  9s  ia  nfeifqr  clearing  the  channel 
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oftche  Thames ;  and  thU  operation  requires  the  labour  of  three 
men,  each  of  whom  in  good  weather  will  make  from  2od.  to 
2S.  per  day.  The  marlc  is  an  excellent  manure  for  the  im- 
prorement  of  wafte  lands,  and  anfwera  well  in  compoft 
for  moft  of  the  ground  in  this  country  $  the  rapid  improvement 
of  vhich  is  to  be  dated  from  its  difcovery.  It  is«of  two 
kinds,  both  produced  from  fliells  and  b*th  equally  good,  but 
differing  very  materially  in  their  confidency.  Both  of  thczn 
iorm,in  a  (hort  tinte,  a  dry  and- apparently  folid  mafs,  and  one 
fpecies  continues  fo,  though  carried  to  a  dUlancc,  like  flacked 
lime  \  ihc  other  by  agitation  of  the  carriage  becomes  in  aman- 
mer  liquid,  and  cannot  without  a  very  clofe  cart  be  conveyed 
to  any  confidcrable  diftance. 

The  draining  of  the  lake  coft  Lord  Strathmore  about 
L.  30CO,  and  it  has  yielded  bim  from  L.  500  to  L.  *]oo  per  am^ 
numy  but  both  the  mofs  and  the  marie  are  now  neatly  esduiaf. 
led ;  and  (ome^  years  hence,  perhaps,  the  drain  being  neglec- 
ted, the  loch  may  again  rife  to  its  antient  boundaries  *. 

Loch- 

*  Before  tbU  loch  w«t  drained,  tnd  near  the  north  fide  of  H,  there  was  a« 
arti6cial  Uland  compofed  of  large  piles  of  oak  and  loofe  ftonet,  with  a  ftratma 
•f  earth  above,  on  which  arc  pUntcd  Tome  afpin  and  floe  trees,  fappc»(c«l  to 
have  been  a  place  of  religious  retirement  for  Queen  Margaret*  This  now 
forms  a  very  curioa's  peninfula.  The  vc(liges  of  a  building,  probabij  a  place 
•f  woHhip,  are  fllU  to  be  feen.  -.  And  it  is  likely  there  might  be  feme  accom- 
modatioa  too  for  the  occasional  refidence  of  the  pricft  of  the  phce,  as  tJbe  rt» 
main;  of  an  oven  were  difcernible  not  many  years  ago,  and  alio  ibmething  of 
the  furniture  of  a  plcalurc  garden.  It  appears  that  the  loch  has  at  fome  pe- 
riod furroundeJ  the  riQng  ground  called  the  manor,  and  the  adjacent  kill  os 
uhich  the  cafllc  of  Forfar  Aobd  ;  which  hill  is  not,  as  the  authors  of  the  En- 
cyclopedia Britannica  fuppoie,  artificial,  but  a  congeftum  of  (and  and  fat  dsy, 
evidently  difpoTed  in  various  irregular  ftrata  by  the  hand  of  nature.  Bcfidcs 
the  filh  above  mculioned,  the  loch  is  frequented  by  water  fowl  of  various  kinds 
and  in  the  months  of  July  and  Angu(l.  About  fun  fet  it  is  infeftcd,  or  rather 
iilhers  upon  it  are  plagued,  by  flics  of  the  gnat  kind,  ivhich  faOen  in  gr&ai 
■umbers  00  every  part  of  their  elothss,  and  IcaviBg  their  ikinS,  Ay  of  Jportivc  as 

fhjoi 
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Loch  Reftenet,  the  property  of  George  Dempfter  Efq.  of 
Dunnicherij  has  been  lately  drained.  The  extent  of  ground 
recovered  does  not  exceed  200  acres,  yet  the  value  of  the 
mofs  and  marie  has  been  computed  at  above  L,  50,000.  In* 
deed  the  marie  i&.fuppofed  to  be  inexhauftible.  Upon  the  S. 
W.  fide  of  this  lake,  and  almoft  furrounded  by  it,  Hood  the  pri- 
ory and  the  pariih  church,  the  ruins  of  which  Hill  remain.  There 
is  alfo  (landing  in  a  pretty  entire  (late,  a  very  neat  (leeple 
and  fpire  built  of  (lone  and  run-lime  with  a  fort  of  fineering  of 
poli(hed  a(her.  This  is  faid  to  have  been  a  dependency  of  the 
monaftery  of  Jedburgh,  where  their  valuable  papers  and  ef- 
feds  were  kept,-  as  a  place  ef  fafety  from  the  depredations  of 
the  Engli(h  borderers*. 

Loch-Fithie,  a  little  to  the  S.  of  Loch-Reftenet,  a  beauti- 
ful little  iheet  of  water  is  alfo  the  prqperty  of  George  Demp- 
fter Efq.— It  has  little,  if  any,  either  of  mofs  or  marie  in  it, 
but  abounds  in  pike  and  perch.  It  is  about  a  mile  in  circum* 
ference,  of  various  breadths,  and  furrounded  by  a  beautiful  rifing 
bank,  which  conceals  the  profpe£l  of  the  lake  till  one  comes 
juft  upon  it,  and  heightens  the  delight  of  the  wanderer  with 
unexpe£led  pleafure.  The  banks  are  adorned  with  common  (irs> 
larch  and  fpruce  trees,  in  fome  places  agreeably  intermixed  and 
well  (locked  with  (inging  birds.  Every  thing  in  this  fpot  con- 
VoL.  VI.  3  X  fpircs 

from  a  priibn.  The  incnmbent  has  often  returned  home,  covered  with  their 
/^•lia  tfima,  after  receiving  no  little  entertainment  from  obfcrving  their  me* 
thod  of  di(engaging  themfeUes,  which  overbalanced  the  annoyance  received 
from  then:  baszing. 

*  In  this  neighbourhood,  and  probably  in  the  adjoining  muir,  in  which 
there  are  the  veftiges  of  a  camp  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  Roman,  Buchanan 
relates,  that  a  bloody  but  indecifive  battle  wa^  fought,  about  t^e  year  830, 
between  Feredith  the  PiAidi  Ufurper,  and  A!pin  King  of  the  Scotch.  Scve-. 
ral  large  (tones,  fuch  as  are  ufually  fdund  in  Scotland  commemorative  of  fimilar 
events,  are  ftill  Handing,  though  without,  any  iiiicriptioD>  not  far  Iram  tho 
ivppafcd  field  of  batUc. 
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pires  to  form  a  pleafing  retreat  for  the  contemplative  or  the 
gay.  Its  worthy  owner  has  lately  ere£ied  a  handfcme  cot* 
tage  after  an  Eaft- Indian  model,  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  fum- 
mer-day  with  his  friends* 

Woods^  Rffttf  ^c»^-On  feveral  eftates  in  the  parifti,  as  well 
as  on  the  property  of  the  burgh,  are  thriving  plantations  of  fir 
from  20  to  30  years  old,  and  it  is  generally  fuppofed  that  an 
acre  of  thriving  fir  trees  30  years  old,  would  bring  tu  proprie- 
tor at  lead  tos.  for  every  year  of  its  growth,  after  paying  all 
expences.  This  is  certainly  turning  wade  lands  (and  foch  in 
general  arc  the  lands  on  which  fir  thrive  beft  here)  to  very 
good  account ;  befides  that  by  the  annual  ihedding  of  the  leaves 
the  foil  is  enriched,  and  rendered  fitter  for  the  purpofes  of  a- 
griculture  when  the  woods  are  cut  down. — There  are  10  he- 
litors  in  the  pariih,  of  whom  4  rcfide  ;  and  there  is  befides  a 
fmall  edate  belonging  to  the  poor  of  the  burgh.  The  valued 
rent  of  the  wK^Ie  parifli  is  L.  2587: 19  Scotch,  and  the  rc<il 
rent  is  probably  about  as  much  derling  *• 

There  are  3  large  farms  which  bring  about  L.  too  of  rent 
and  upwards,  three  that  give  about  L.  100,  11  or  12  from 
L.40  to  L.  100  and  the  red  are  fmall  poITcHions  occupied  in 
general  by  weavers  and  other  artids ;  for  weavers  in  the  coun- 
try part  of  the  parifh,  as  well  as  in  the  town,  form  the  mod 
confiderable  body  of  labourers.  A  weaver  in  the  country,  in 
general,  has  as  much  land  as  will  maintam  a  cow  or  two,  and 
fometimes  a  horfe,  throughout  the  year;  and  on  mod  cftates 
in  the  parifli,  arc  little  villages  peopled  chiefly  by  tenants 
of  this  defcription,  who  join  their  horfes  together  to  form   a 

plough. 

*  There  is  a  confiderable  part  of  the  landward  parifli  anally  within  the 
royalty,  the  property  of  the  commuoity  or  of  iodividiials  who  have  feoed 
from  it,  and  confequently  not  comprehended  in  the  above  (htcacnt  and  ra^ 

(vation  of  the  county  lands^ 
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plough.    The  number  of  weavers  in  the  country  in  1791  was 

'55- 

The  mode  of  cultivation  after  ley  is,  in  general,  ift,  a  crop  of 

oats;  adlyi  lint  or  oats;  3dly,  barley  with  dung;  4thly,  turnips 
or  fome  other  green  crop ;  and  5thly,  barley  with  grafs  feeds, 
which  remain  four  or  five  years  under  hay  and  paflure.  This 
pra£tice  diflFers,  however,  with  foil  and  feafon  and  other  cir- 
cumftanccsy  and  can  hardly  be  obferved  by  the  tackfmen  of 
fmall  pendicles,  though  every  one  of  them  has  a  part  of  his 
fiTiall  pofTeffion  in  grafs,  turnips  and  potatoes,  which  laft  is 
much  cultivated  throughout  all  the  parifh,  and  forms  an  excellent 
fuccedaneum  for  meal  and  a  (landing  difli  on  the  tables  of 
the  rich  and  the  poor. 

The  lands  in  general  will  yield  from  the  fifth  to  the  fevcnth 
return.  Harveft  is  feldom  reaped  within  three  months  after 
fowing,and  in  fome  years,  particularly  in  the  fouth  part  of  the 
parifli,  which  is  very  wet,  it  is  much  later.  Agriculture, 
however,  in  its  improvements,  is  keeping  pace  in  this  part  of 
the  country  with  manufadures.  The  fields  are  regularly  laid 
out,  inclofures  are  multiplying,  and  rents  are  double  and  tre- 
ble what  they  were  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago.  One  farm  in 
particular,  which  let  for  a  leafe  of  30  years  at  about  L.  50,  has 
lately  been  let  at  between  L.  300  and  L.  400,  and  is  ftill 

thought  a  good  bargain  •. 

3X2  P3ptiIatton 

•  On  Tome  4)f  the  cflatcs  in  the  parifh,  the  cxaflion  of  bonJage-fcrvicc  is 
OiU  in  life;  and  befidcs  the  (Hpubtcd  rent  in  mone^'  or  grain,  fome  tenants 
pay  poultry  and  pigs,  and  muil  leave  their  own  work  at  the  landlord's  call,  to 
aflid  in  ploughing,  harrowin^r,  cutting  the  com,  cading  peats,'drlving  coal  and 
other  errands  and  carriages,  in  hay  time  and  harveil,  and  at  any  other  time  of 
the  year.  This  is  indeed  agreeable  to  bargain,  and  the  number  of  thefe  fcr- 
trices  is  ufually  fpecified  and  valued  in  the  leafes  ;  but  they  are  generally  as  un- 
popular as  impolitic,  and  accordingly  begin  to  be  omitted  in  new  contra^s  of 
Icafe.     Mill  thirlage  alfo  exifls  in  this  parilh  and  is  confidcrcd  as  a  grievance. 

About  60  years  ago,  a  principal  farm  fcrvant  might  have  been  had  for  35s, 

«r 
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Population  Table, 
Number  of  fouls  In  1 755,  2450    Total  in  the  country 

I    ■  in  1 781,    3800 

in  1790,     4625 

• in  1791,    47»» 

in  I792>    4756 


Examinable  perfons  in  the 

burgh  in  1790  2667 

Under  8  years  age,  do.     785 
Total  in  the  burgh  3452 

Families,  do.  •  983 

Males  8  years  old  and  up- 
wards        •         -        1252 
Females  do.  •         14 <5 

Examinable  perfons  in  the 

country  part,  in  1 790,  936 
Under  8  years  of  age,  do.  238 


1174 
Families  do.  -         269 

Males  8  years  old  and  up- 
wards -  -  473 
Females,  do  -  -  463 
In  1792,  within  the  roy- 
alty •  -  -  3800 
Of  thefe,  eacamiuable  2925 
.^— ..  under  8  years  of 

age  -         -  875 

In  the  landward,  in  1 792  956 
Of  thefe,  examinable        765 


under  8  years 


191 


of  age 

Examinable    perfiMis   in 
communion  with  the 

eftabliflicd 


or  40s.  the  half  year,  and  a  woman  for  4od.  bcfides  her  Earreft  fee.  Now 
many  men  ferrants  receive  L.  ii  llcrlmg  ptr  Mmtm,  and  few  or  none  ieis  thax 
JL«  7  ;  and  women  fervanti  have  from  L.  3  to  L.  4  a  year  with  a  U|^  of  lint 
ground,  or  fome  equivalent  called  UtmtU*.  A  man  for  the  harveft  dcmuided 
formerly  half  a  guinea,  now  he  alks  from  30s.  to  40s,  and  b  Ibmctimcs  in- 
treated  to  take  more.  A  female  (hearer  formerly  received  from  Ss.  to  xoi. 
now  20s.  and  upwards.  Male  fervants  in  agriculture,  befides  their  wages,  get 
visuals,  or  two  pecks  of  meal  a-week  in  lieu  thereof,  with  milk  which 
they  call  Tap.  Cottars  gencraly  receive  from  L.  3  to  i^  7  a  year,  with 
a  houfe  and  garden,  and  maij^tenance  of  a  cow  throughout  the  year.  On  this 
fcanty  proviiion  they  live  comfortably,  and  raife  numerous  familict  without 
burdening  the  public.  A  family  of  nine  children  has  been  reared  by  a  labour- 
er of  this  defcription  without  any  public  aid.^  The  cottar  eats  at  his  maftcr's 
table,  or  has  meal  in  lieu  of  this  advantage.  From  2/0  to  30s  a  year  are  ^ven 
to  a  boy,  from  10  to  14  years  of  age,  to  tend  the  cattle  c»  to  drive  the  plough. 
*  A  confidcrable  part  of  i\  hat  is  called  the  country  parifh  is  aOually  within 
the  royalty;  and  there  arc  fomc  houfcs  fuppofed  to  be;, in  towo»  which  BX» 
built  on  county  •lands. 
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eftablifhcd  churchy  at  Examinable  perfons  of  the 

Whitfundaj  1790,  a-  Epifcopal  perfuaGon  a- 

bout*.     -         •          3213  bout         -        -          240 

Annual  number  of  com-  Do.oftheSeceflionabout  150 
municants  about          1800 

Baptifed.                Married.  Buried. 

In  i6(So,                41                          26  — 

In  1755#                 68                          —  S« 

.In  1782,               14X                          43  81 

In  1789,               143                          45  51 

In  1790,               147                          34  1 07* 

From  the  preceding  ftatement  of  the  population,  it  would 
appear  that  Forfar  ought  to  be  a  collegiate  charge. 

Mifcillaneous  Ohfervations. — ^The  poor  in  the  country  pa- 
ti(h  aie  few^  only  about  8  or  10  rerjr  old  or  difeafed  indivi- 
duals claim  the  aid  of  the  funds,  and  they  are  well  fupplied  at 
their  houfes  out  of  the  weekly  colledlons  at  the  church,  and 
the  intereft  of  accumulated  colle^ons  in  former  years  of 
plenty.— They  have  alfo  a  few  acres  of  land,  purchafed  by 
fuch  contributions,  as  a  referve  againft  years  of  fcarcity.  All 
the  above  amount  to  more  than  L.  40  fterling.  There  is  not 
a  beggar  in  the  country  parifh,  and  only  about  five  or  fix  be- 
longing to  the  town,  who  are  furnifhed  by  the  kirk  treafurer 
with  a  permiffion-ticket,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  ftrangers 
•and  vagrants. 

About  half  a  century  ago  the  population  of  the  town  and 
country  parifh  feems  to  have  been  nearly  equal,  the  difpropor* 
tion  between  them  now  will  appear  from  the  foregoing  table. 
—There  has  been  little  alteration  in  the  number  of  landward 
parilhioners  fince  the  year  178 1,  though  during  that  period 

there 

*  The  great  increafe  of  burials  in  1 790,  was  o€ca£oned  by  tbe  rarag^s^ol 
the  imaU-poz, 
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there  is  an  addition  of  near  looo  inhabitants  to  the  town.  The 
chief  caufesof  this  increafc  have  been  already  pointed  out. 

The  inhabitants  of  both  town  and  country  (hare  alike  the 
praifeof  induflry,  economyi  and  hofpitality.  If  fewer  inftancet 
of  intemperance,  impurity,  and  prodigality  appear  in  Ac  coim* 
try  than  in  the  town  in  proportion  to  the  number  in  each,  it  is 
perhaps  chiefly,  becaufe  fimplicity  of  manners  is  lefs  liable  to 
corruption  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter,  from  a  multiplicity 
of  low  ale-houfes,  thefe  fcminaries  of  impiety  and  diffipatfon — 
The  farmers  and  manufadurers  in  the  former,  howerer,  have 
experienced  a  change  in  their  drefs  and  expenditure  as  percep- 
tible as  what  has  taken  place  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
burgh. 

Tlie  parifliioners  are  in  general  attached  to  the  religious  e* 
ftabliflimcnt  of  the  kingdom.  A  fmall  fociety  of  Epifcopalians 
and  another  of  Seceders  form  the  futn  of  the  fedlaries. — A  fpi- 
rit  of  enquiry  and  a  tafte  for  reading  is  fpringing  up,  and  pc 
pular  fuperditions  begin  to  hide  their  heads*  The  fub- 
fcriptions  to  .the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  the  Bee,  and  fereral 
peiiodical  and  other  publications,  fcientific,  religious,  moral 
and  political,  are  more  numerous  of  late  than  could  well  have 
been  expedted ;  and  they  already  flicd  an  evident  luftreon  the 
converfation  of  many. 

The  prcibyicry  of  Forfar  was  disjoined  from  Dundee  by  an 
a£l  of  the  provincial  fynod  of  Angus  and  Mearns,  dated  Ar* 
broath,  17th  April  1717,  and  the  members  held  their  firft 
meeting  by  appointment  at  Forfar  on  1  (I  May  following. 

The  ftipend,  as  augmented  in  1785,  is  L.  84  :  15  :  ^A^\  in 

money,  and  3 1  bolls  2  pecks  of  meal,  making,  at  the  ordinary 

converfion,  L.  100  neat,  L.  5  for  communion  element  money, 

with  a  hpufe  and  garden,  and  a  glebe  confiding  of  about  7  a- 

crc5.— The  new  church  was  opened  for  public  worfhip  on  the 

9th  day  of  January  I79i.«— — The  oldeft  date  upon  the  manfc 

is  x6jo. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER      LIII. 
PARISH   OF    HADDINGTON. 

(county  and     presbytery     of    HADDINGTON,     SY- 
NOD   OF   LOTHIAN    AND    TWEEDDALE.) 

By  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  Barclay  of  Middleton*. 


Extent  and  Populatipn, 
TTADDINGTON,  the  county  town  of  Eaft  Lothian,  is 
-'-  -*-  fitaated  about  17  miles  eaft  from  Edinburghi  and  is 
the  firft  ftage  on  the  great  poft  road  from  thence  to  London. 
The  word  Haddington  feems  evidently  to  be  of  Saxon  origin. 
The  greateft  extent  of  the  parifti  is  6  miles  from  E*  to  W.  and 
about  the  fame  length  from  S.  to  N.  The  river  Tyne  runs 
through  it  fromE.  to  W.  and  nearly  dividesit  into  twoequal  parts. 
It  contains  about  i2>ooo  acres  of  land,  and  3915  inhabitants; 
of  thefe  2055  I'cfidc  in  the  burgh  of  Haddington,  512  in  the 
fuburbs  called  Nungate  and  GiiFordgate,  and  1348  in  the 
country.    The  parifli  was  more  populous  about  the  end  of 

laft 

*  This  account  is  abridged  from  a  vety  complete,  intelligent,  and  (atisfa^o* 
ry  hidory  of  Haddington  parilb,  pnblifhed  in  the  fird  Volume  of  the  Tranfac* 
tions  of  the  Society  of  Antiquariei  in  Scotland,  page  40.  Some  additional 
obfervatbns,  communicated  by  the  ikmc  author,  are  incorporated  with  ths 
original  account. 
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laft.  century  than  at  prefent.  It  appears  from  the  regifier  ci 
baptifms,  that  the  number  oCbirths,  taking  them  at  an  ayerage 
for  7  years  preceeding  1684,  amounted  annually  to  199,  vhich 
fuppofes  a  population  of  about  6000  inhabiunts.  This  de- 
cline of  population  is  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  engrofling 
of  farms^  for  it  is  an  undoubted  fa£l  that  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  town  have  increafed  within  the  laft  40  years.  The  return 
to  Dr.  Wtbfter  in  I75S»  however,  amounting  only  to  3975 
fouls,  it  would  appear,  that  the  total  decreafc,  fince  that  pe- 
riod, has  not  been  conGderable.  It  is  farther  to  be  remarked, 
that  in  1692  the  parifli  of  Gladfmuir  was  eieded,  which  was 
made  up  of  lands  taken  from  the  pariflies  of  Haddington,  Tra- 
nent, and  Aberlady,  and  that  the  lands  taken  from  Haddington 
now  contains  from  500  to  600  fouls« 

&f/,  RenU  isfc. — The  weftern  part  of  the  parifli  conGfts  of 
a  large  \xz€t  of  muirifli  ground  of  about  1000  acres,  called 
Gladfmuir,  formerly  poflefTed  by  the  burgh  as  a  commonty. 
The  rulers  of  the  burgh  were  advifed  about  6b  years  ago  to 
indofe  and  plant  it,  and  had  they  done  fo  it  muft  have  yield- 
ed a  conGderable  revenue*,  but  indead  of  complying  with,  this 
advice,  it  was  feued  out  in  fmall  parcels  to  favourite  citizens, 
who  after  all  were  generally  lofers  by  their  grants;  for  after 
expending  a  good  deal  of  money  in  inclofing,  liming  &c.  the 
lands  for  the  mod  part  proved  fterile  and  unprodu£livr.  On 
the  failure  of  the  original  feuars,  great  part  of  the  comdionty 
has  been  acquired  by  Mr.  Buchan  of  Letbam,  who  has  plant- 
ed many  acres  of  it  with  oak,  fir,  birch,  &c.  which  are  in  gene*- 
ral  in  a  thriving  condition,  and  in  a  few  years  will  be  of  great  va- 
lue. The  barony  of  Byres  has  always  been  efteemed  one  of  the  fin- 
^ft  eftates  of  its  extent  in  the  whole  county,  it  pertained  for  ma> 
py  centuries  to  a  noble  family  of  the  name  of  Lindfay,  anceftors 
to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Crawford^  from  whom  it  was  acquired 

about 
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about  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century  by  the  £arl  of  Hadding- 
top,  and  16  how  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun.  The  Park 
of  Leithington  contains  about  400  acres,  formerly  furroiinded 
with  a  ftone  wall  iz  feet  in  height,  the  work  of  John  Duke 
of  Lauderdale  $  and  was  occafioned  by  the  Duke  of  York  telling 
him  before  his  iitft  journey  to  Scotland,  that  he  heard  there 
was  not  fo  much  as  a  park  in  Scotland  \  a  few  years  ago  Lord 
Biantyre  reduced  the  height  to  feven  feet.  Amisfield  parks  • 
contain  about  700  acres,  and  are  cfteemed  the  beft  pafture 
grounds  in  the  county. 

The  whole  of  the  parifh  is  arable,  except  a  few  hundred  a* 
tres  of  the  fummit  of  .the  ridge  called  Gatleton*hiUs,  and  a- 
bout  the  fame  extent  of  woodlands  on  GladfmUir  and  the  ef« 
tate  of  Coalftown.  So  extenfive  a  trad  as  this  parifh,  muft 
naturally  be  fuppofed  to  be  compofed  of  a  variety  of  different 
foils,  which  is  the  cafe.  The  whole  diftri£t,  however,  is  in 
a  ftate  of  high  cultivation^  and  all  inclofed,  except  a  few  fields 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  burgh,  which  being  either  bur- 
gage  l^nds,  or  kt  by  the  neighbouring  heritors  td  labourers 
and  other  poor  people,  are  fometimes  managed  in  a  very  flo« 
venly  manner.  There  are  109  ploughgates  of  land  in  the  pa- 
riih,  divided  iiito  30  farms.  The  valued  rent  is  Li  14)64; 
Scotch,  and  the  real  rent,  including  the  lands  in  the  natural 
poflf^ffion  of  the  proprietors,  above  L;  8000  fterling.  Lands 
near  the  town  are  generally  rented  at  L.  3  to  50s*  per  acre, 
whilft  others  of  equal  quality,  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from 
the  burgh,  do  not  fetch  a  third  part  of  that  rent;  The  price 
of  provifions  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  Edinburgh,  and  the  price 
of  labour  juft  the  fame  as  In  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city.  The 
air  is  temperate  and  ferene,  confequently  healthful;  inRancesof 
longevity  are  frequently  to  be  met  with.  A  very  extraordir 
nary  inftance  occured  in  one  family,  Mr.  Alexander  Maitland 
and  Catharine  Cunningham  were  married  Aqguft  6th  1657. 

Vol  VL  .  3  Y  The 
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The  ages  of  nbe  of  the  children  of  the  marriage  amounted  to 
no  lefs  than  7^  years.  Another  thjjig  remarkable  of  this 
marriage  is,  that  the  i8th  year  of  it  produced  trines^  and  the 
2t(l  twins.  The  ages  of  the  trincs  amounted  to  256.  The 
fa£i  b  afcertained  beyond  all  poflibility  of  doubt,  for  it  vas 
communicated  to  the  writer  of  thisaccount  by  Mr  Robert  Keith, 
a  gentleman  of  the  ftri£teft  probity,  and  himfidf  fon  to  one  of 
the  trines* 

Town* — Haddington  is  undoubtedly  a  burgh  of  great  anti- 
quity, for  in  a  charter  of  Ada  widow  of  Prince  Henry,  fon 
<»f  David  I.  foundrefs  of  the  abbey,  (he  ftiles  Haddington  miam 
burgum ;  it  is  governed  by  a  provoft,  two  merchant  bailies,  one 
ttades  bailie,  a  dean  of  guild,  a  treafurer,  eleven  merchant 
counCelloi^,  one  trades  counfellor,  and  feven  deacons  of  crafts. 
The  revenues  of  the  town  amount  to  about  L.  400  per  annum, 
ariGng  chiefly  from  the  rent  of  the  mills,  petty  cuftoms,  feu 
duties  of  Gladfmuir,  &c.  The  town  confifts  of  four  fteeets, 
interfedtng  each  otlier  nearly  at  right  angles  \  the  only  pub- 
lic buildings  belonging  to  the  burgh  of  any  confcqucnce,  are 
the  town  houfe  and  fchool  houfe,  the  former  built  from  2 
defign  of  the  late  William  Adam,  £fq.  in  1748,  and  the  lat- 
ter, which  is  large  and  commodious,  contains  excellent  acco- 
modation for  boarders.  There  are  two  fairs  held  annually, 
'  pne  in  July,  and  one  in  Odober,  but  neither  of  them  are 
jsiuch  frequented.  There  is  alfo  a  weekly  market  held  oa 
Friday,  reckoned  the  greateft  in  Scotland  for  all  kinds  o£ 
grain  *.  For  feveral  centuries  pad,  a  fpecips  of  coarle  wool- 
ens have  been  manufadured  here,  and  many  weavers,  parti- 
cularly in  the  Nungate,  ftili  make  them  ;  but  the  number  of 
perfons  employed  in  this  branch  is  greatly  diminished  of  late. 

Durinf 

.  «  Seethe  iiarsof  Baft LothUa,  lince  1647, Traaj&^tiMtf  «f  the  Anti^^ct- 
jeiiA  S«cietr>  ToLift,  pag^  91, 9s,  9^  94, 9^. 
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During  the  time  of  Cromweirs  ufurpation,  an  Englifli  C>m-* 
pany,  of  which  Colonef  Stanficld  was  the  principal  perfon 
expended  a  very  conGderable  fum  of  money  in  eftablifhing  a 
manufactory  of  fine  woollen  cloaths.  For  this  purpofe,  they . 
purchafed  fome  lands  formerly  belonging  to  the  monaftery  of 
Haddington,  erefbed  fulling  millSf  dying  houfes,  &c.  and 
called  the  name  of  the  place  New- mills.  After  the  reftora- 
tion,  byfeveral  Scotch  ads  of  parliament,  the  Company,  for 
their  encouragement,  were  exempted  from  fome  taxes,  and 
Colonel  Stanfield  had  the  honour  of  knighthood  conferred  on 
him.  After  his  death  the  manufa£lory  declined,  and  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Company  going  into  diforder.  Colonel  Charteris 
purchafed  their  lands  and  houfes,  and  changed  the  name  from 
NewmiUs  to  Amisfield,  in  honour  of  the  very  antient  family 
in  Nithfdale,  of  which  he  was  defcended«  A  Company  was 
eftabltfiied  in  1750  for  carrying  on  the  woollen  manufa£lory, 
and  a  large  fum  was  fubfcribed ;  but  the  trade  proving  un« 
fuccefsful,  the  Company  diflblved,  and  a  new  one  formed^ 
which  alfo  in  its  turn  was  diflblved  a  few  years  ago. 

ReRgtous  H^ufiJ. — ^The  abbey  of  Haddington  was  fituated 
about  a  mile  to  the  eaftward  of  the  burgh,  where  there  is  ftill 
a  little  village  called  the  abbey,  but  the  monaftery  itfelf  is  al* 
molt  entirely  demoliftied.  It  was  founded  A.  D.  1 178,  by  A« 
da  mother  of  Malcolm  IV.  and  William  the  Lion,  kings  of 
Scotland,  and  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  foundrefs 
and  others  enriched  it  with  many  temporal  lands,  teinds,  and 
other  benefadioos.  The  revenues  at  the  time  of  the  Refor- 
mation, as  appears  from  many  charters,  as  likewMe  from  the 
books  of  afiumption  in  the  Advocates  Library,  weve  very  con- 
fiderable*  It  was  foon  after  creeled  into  a  Lordflup,  in  favour 
of  John  Mafter  of  Lauderdale.  It  was  at  this  abbey  that  par- 
liament was  convcened  July  7th  15489  during  the  fiege  of 

Haddington^ 
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Haddington^  which  gave  confent  to  Queen  Marj^s  mamige 
with  the  Dauphin,  and  her  education  at  the  court  of  Ftmnce* 

The  parifh  church  u  a  large  and  Tenerabie  ftnidoie ;  k 
was  formerif  the  church  of  the  Francifcan  mouafterj;  from 
the  fttle  of  architedure,  it  appears  to  have  been  built  ia  the 
1 2th,  or  13th  century.  Only  the  weftem  part  is  ufed  for 
public  worfhip  %  the  remainder  of  the  fabric  is  unroofed,  axnl 
going  faft  to  ruin.  The  patronage  of  this  collegiate  charge  is 
in  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun. — In  the  town  is  a  Tcry  elegant  cha- 
pel, for  thofe  of  the  Epifcopnl  communion,  built  A.  D.  1765, 
to  which  the  prefent  Earl  of  Wemyfs  was  a  Tcry  liberal  Aib- 
fcriber,  having  contributed  in  all  about  L.  400,  nearly  one 
half  of  the  expcncc  ofthe  building. 

Haddington  has  fuflfered  frequently  from  fire,  and  from 
the  inundations  of  the  Tyne,  which  in  OGr.  4.  •775,  rofe  17 
feet  perpendicular,  continued  in  this  (late  fevera)  hours,  and 
then  gradually  fubfided.  The  manfion  houfe  of  Qerkington, 
and  the  beautiful  Chinefe  bridge  over  the  riTer  were  imme- 
diately fwept  away.  The  whole  fuburb  of  Nungate,  and 
more  than  half  of  the  town  were  laid  under  water.  The  in- 
habitants  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  houfes,  and  take 
fan^tuary  in  the  fields.  Had  it  happened  in  the  night  time, 
many  mud  have  periihed;  but  happily  no  lives  were  loft. 
This  inundation  was  owing  to  the  burfting  of  a  water  fpoot 
on  Lammer  muir,  for  the  day  was  not  very  rainy. 

Stipends.^-Tht  ftipend  of  the  ift  minifter  is  48  bolls  of 
wheat,  48  bolls  of  barley,  and  L.  41  :  15  :  5d.  Sterling  of  mo- 
ney, including  L.  8  :  6  :  8d.  for  communion  elements.  The 
ftipend  of  the  fecond  minifter  is  16  bolls  of  wheat,  32  bolls  oi 
barley,  and  L.  50  Sterling  of  money.  Both  minifters  have 
manfes  and  glebes,  but  the  firft  mkiifter's  glebe  is  but  a  very 
fmaU  one,  amounting  only  to  three  acres  and  a  half. 
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SfiWx.— There  is  ho  legal  parochial  fchooL  The  falaries  of 
the  reacBers  of  public  grammar,  and  Engliih  fchools  in  Had« 
dtngton,  are  paid  wholly  by  the  town  council  out  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  burgh.  The  falary  of  the  te£lof  of  the  grammar 
fchool  is  400  merks  Scots ;  and  the  falary  of  the  mafter  of  the 
£ngli(h  fchool,  to  itrhich  the  office  of  mufic  mafter  is  conjoku 
ed,  is  about  L.  15  Sterllngt 

^te  9f  the  Pflw.-^The  money  expended  fof  the  mainie* 
nance  of  the  poor  is  under  the  management  of  a  committee  of 
1 1  ;  confifting  of  the  two  minifters,  3  chofen  annually  by  the 
heritors,  3  by  the  town  council,  and  3  bjr  the  kirk  fefBom  The 
money  required  for  this  purpofe,  amounted  about  40  years  a- 
go,  only  to  ;|bout  L.  100  Sterling  annually,  of  which  the  heri* 
tors  of  the  landward  parifh  gave  L.  40  Sterling,  the  buigh 
L.  30  Sterling,  and  the  kirk  fcffion  L.  39 ;  but  the  expetioe 
has  been  fince  gradually  increafing,  and  amounted  laft  year 
(1791)  to  above  Lt  ayoSterling.  The  number  of  weekly 
penfioners  is  about  130,  befides  many  others  who  receive  ofe* 
cafional  charity  from  the  kirk  feffion. 

The  increafe  of  the  number  of  poor  in  this  place,  is 
in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the  prevailing  cuftom  amongft  the 
heritors  and  farmers  in  the  county  preferving  no  cottagers,  un- 
Icfs  fuch  as  are  abfolutely  neceflary  for  perfons  employed  in 
cultivating  their  farms }  this  drives  many  of  the  aged  and  in- 
firm into  town,  where,  after  a  few  years  refidence,  they  claim 
a  legal  maintenance.  If  the  number  of  perfons  who  refort  to 
this  county  from  the  Highlands  as  reapers,  continues  to  dimi- 
nifli  in  the  fame  proportion  as  it  has  done  for  feveral  years 
paft,  our  landholders  and  farmers  will  feel  the  baneful  ef- 
ife£ls  of  this  piece  of  oqconomy,  when  it  is  too  late. 

Roadu 
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Jtfoir.— The  poft  road  is  fupported  by  the  money  raifed  at 
the  difierent  toll  bars,  which  are  this  year  fet  for  L.  981  Ster- 
ling. The  bye  roads  are  repaured  by  the  ftatute  labour,  un- 
der theMireAion  of  the  heritors  of  the  pariflies  wheie  tbey 
are  fituited.  By  a£l  of  parliament,  the  truftees  have  power  to 
convert  the  ftatute  work  into  money ;  the  compofition  ufuaOy 
taken  b  208  Sterling  for  each  ploughgate  of  land,  and  is  6d 
from  each  houfeholder  who  pofTefles  a  houfe  not  under  20s  of 
rent ;  but  though  thb  amounts  to  a  very  confideraUe  fom,  yet 
many  of  the  bye  xoads  are  in  very  bad  rqoir,  owing  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  foil,  which  is  generally  clayey,  and  to  the  great 
fcarcity  of  materials  in  many  parts  of  the  county. 

MifcellanMu  Ob/ervatwns.^ohn  Knox,  the  famous  refor- 
mer, was  a  native  of  Haddington ;  the  houfe  in  the  Giflbid- 
gate,  in  which  he  was  bom,  ftill  remains.  The  iUuftrioos  fa- 
mily of  Maitland  was  for  many  ages  feated  at  Leithington,  in 
tlus  parifli,  where  the  famous  Duke  of  Lauderdale  was  born 
in  1 6 16;  feveral  of  that  family  are  interred  in  Haddington 
church,  particularly  John  Maitland,  baron  of  Thirlftane,  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  whofe  monument  is  graced 
with  an  epitaph,  compofed  by  his  royal  Hiafter  James  VI. 
Amisfield  houfe,  in  this  parifli,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of 
Wemyfs,  is  a  capital  modem  building,  the  body  is  109  feet  in 
length  by  77  in  depth ;  the  gallery,  contains  many  fine  paint* 
ings,  fome  of  them  by  the  firft  matters :  particularly  Ver- 
tumnus  and  Pomona,  by  Rubens,  for  which  the  proprietor 
has  been  offered  800  guineas  *• 

*  See  a  catelogae  of  all  thcfe  paxntiogs,  Tranfa^ioas  of  the  Antiquaiian 
Bodety,  Tolxftip.  77i— 84- 
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NUMBER      LIV. 
PARISH    OF    UPHALL. 

(county   and   presbytery    of  LINLITHGOW,     SYN09 
GF   LOTHIAN   AND   TWEEDDALE*.) 


Population  and  Agriculture. 

THE  parifliof  Strathbrok  or  Uphallf,  contains  31 20  Scotch^ 
or  3922^  Britifti  (latute  acres.  The  return  to  Dr* 
Wcbfter  from  hence  in  1 755  was  690  fouls.  The  number  of 
Inhabitants  in  1778,  by  an  a&ual  numeration,  amounted  to 
583  \  and  in  1781  to  600,  and  feems  likely  to  increafe*  The 
foil  is  in  general  a  rich  mouldering  clay  on  a  tiliy-  .bot- 
tom ;  but  the  lower  fields  are  covered  with  fome  inches  of  rich 
loam,  or  intermixed  with  it.  178  acres  are  planted  with  fir^ 
oak,  fprnce  and  larix.  About  60  acres  require  a  four  horfe 
plough,  and  there  are  45  ploughs  of  this  fort  in  the  parifli. 
No  longer  ago  than  1-768  much  of  it  was  divided  in  the  baneful 

way 

*  Abridged  from  the  account  of  that  parifh,  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Buchan,  in  the  ill  volume  of  the  Tranla^tions  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  in 
ScotUod,  p.  Z39«^i55* 

f  StraiUroA  evidently  is  a^Oeitic  name,  denoting  the  valley  of  badgers  or 
brocks;  Uphall  or  O^baii  fignifies  in  the  Gaelic  an  orchard,  but  may  be  refer- 
red alTo  to  a  Saxon  origin,  Uphail  or  hilU  Dromejberlan  in  this  parilh,  figni- 
fies in  the  Gaelic,  either  the  ridgey  field  lying  near  the  rifing  mofs,  or,  accordp 
in^  t9  the  laird  of  Macfarlanc,  the  field  of  the  xifing  muilc. 
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%nj  of  runrig.  Very  Httle  fummer  fallow  wae  pndifed ;  (till  kfi 
of  artificial  grafles  fown  \  inclofing  neither  pra£iifed  nor  ap^ 
proved  of  by  the  hufbandmen  ;  and  the  general  ftatc  of  agri- 
culture lower  than  one  could  have  imagined  fo  near  a  great 
city  fuch  as  Edinburgh,  from  which  the  medium  diftance  is 
no  more  tjian  1 1  meafurcd  mOes.  The  method  X<ord  Bochan 
took  of  introducing  a  better  method,  was  giving  leafes  for  19 
years,  putting  an  end  to  runrig^  (howing  examples  of  fummer 
fallow,  ftraighting  ridges,  cleaning,  artificial  grafles,  rolling 
of  grafs  feeds,  and  barley  ftirr,  incloGng,  draining  ;  all  thefe 
are  now  pradiifed  by  the  hufbandmen  more  or  lefs,  and  they 
have  tafted  the  fruits  of  it.  The  endurance  of  leafes  now  are 
38  and  3 1  years  for  inclofmg,  and  19  or  21  where  already  iiH 
dofed ;  a  good  deal  of  wheat  is  grown  in  the  pariih,  and  it  is 
very  fit  for  that  grain  ;  the  barley  alfo  and  the  beans  arc  ex- 
cellent ;  the  {oil  is  rather  too  wet  and  ftrosig  for  turnip  and 
peafe* 

RenU — The  beft  incloCed  land  lets  for  3054  an  acre^  good 
inclofed  land  25s*  an  acre  overhead,  middling  unindofed  land 
a58.  the  word  8s.  and  9s.  excluding  muir,  of  which  there  is 
not  above  40  or  50  acres.  The  valued  rent  of  the  parifh  is 
L.  4262  Scotch* 

Sbeep^  Exports^  C5'r4-*Sheep  are  not  much  in  ufir,  becaufe 
there  are  few  ftone  fences,  and  the  plantations  are  young* 
Oxen  are  not  fo  much  ufed  as  formerly,  nor  s^s  much  as  they 
opght  to  bt*  The  neurncfa  of  the  parifh  to  Edinburgh  occ^t* 
Coning  much  cart  work,  and  oxen  not  being  fo  fit  for  that 
fort  of  labour.  Large  quantities  of  milk,  butter,  eggs  and 
poultry  are  carried  into  that  city ;  and,  what  is  remarkaUe, 
it  is  but  lately  fince  the  people  fell  upon  the  expedient  of  ufing 
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a  Cngle  horfe  cart,  inftead  of  a  canier's  horfei  wUch  is  a  faT« 
ing  of  50  per  cent. 

Fillagesy  istc. — Broxburn^  fo  called  from  the  rivulet  of  that 
name,  the  only  village  in  the  pariib,  is  now  on  the  increafe^ 
and  is  let  out  on  building  leafes  of  99  years,  at  the  rate  of  L.  3 14 
per  acre.  Here  is  an  annual  fair  in  Augufl;.  Timber  is  fcarcc, 
and  confequently  dear  ^  the  Scottilh  pine  does  not  thrive  fo 
well  as  the  oak,  afli,  and  beectu  The  great  willow  thrives 
wonderfully,  and  is  an  ufeful  tree  for  many  country  purpofes. 

Roads.'^Tht  high  roads  are  fupported  by  the  ftatute  labour 
and  fubfcription*,  the  ftatute. bbour  amounts  to  15s.  per  plough{ 
at  an  average  a  plough  pays  L.45  of  rent*  The  materials  for  the 
roads  are  a  fpeci^s  of  balalt  rock,  which  runs  in  a  ridge  from 
N.  W.  to  S.  £.  in  the  pariih,  and  is  excellent  for  that  pur« 
pofe.  A  chain  of  good  road  may  be  formed  and  laid  24  fett 
broad  for  about  24s.  and  finiflied  off  at  28  s. 

Minerals. — In  the  parifli  are  a  colliery,  two  free  ftone  quar- 
ries, many  feams  of  ironllone,  one  above  and  one  btlow  two 
feams  of  coal ;  two  lime  quarries,  but  not  wrought  at  prefent» 
whin-ftone,  bafalts,  flate-done,  fome  coarfc  fullers  earth,  pot- 
ters-clay, bcick-clay,  coarfc  red  chalk,  ftone-  marie,  and  fmall 
quantities  of  (hell  marie.  The  coal  is  of  excellent  quality,  rai- 
fed  at  a  moderate  expence,  and  fold  at  5s.  and  6s«  per  ton. 
From  10  to  12  pickmeu  are  employed  in  this  colliery. 
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NUMBER     LV. 
PARISH   OF  ABERLADY, 


(county  and   presbytery   or   haddinoton,  sy- 
nod   or   LOTHIAN   AND   TWEtDALE*) 


A. 


Situaikftm 


lBERLADT  church  (lands  near  the  (hore,  about  i; 
miles  ea({  of  Edinburgh.  The  pari(h  is  bounded  on  the  N.  W. 
by  the  fea,  on  the  S.  by  Gladfmuir  and  Haddington^  and  on 
the  S.  by  Haddington  and  Dirleton  pariflies,  being  lepar> 
ted  from  the  laft  by  the  water  of  Peffer^  which  falls  into  A- 
berlady  bay  at  LuSnefs  point.  From  this  point  the  whole  bay 
between  Aberlady  and  Gulan  (bores  is  left  dry  at  low  water 
for  near  two  miles.  At  fpring  tides,  yeflels  of  60  or  70  tons 
may  come  up  the  PeiFer  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  cf 
Aberladyi  and  lie  perfe£l)y  fafe  upon  a  foft  clay  bottom,  if 
properly  fecured  by  anchors  againft  the  N.  E.  wind.  Along 
the  (hore  from  Aberlady  to  the  weftmoft  part  of  the  pariOi, 
runs  a  track  or  border  of  links  or  fandy  ground^  of  con- 
(idcrable  breadthi  abounding  with  rabbits* 

sa 

*  Abridged  from  the  Toppgnphicai  Defcription  of  that  parilh,  by  the  Ret. 
Dr.  Neil  Roy,  in  the  firft  Tohime  of  the  TianfaAiaiUof  the  Ami<yiari»  9 
Scotknd,  page  si% — St%^ 
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S«7  and  Surface.^^VTi^in  this  border,  for  aconfidcrablc  way, 
the  foil  is,  for  the  mod  part  light,  with  a  tnixture  of  loam  \ 
but  the  middle  part  of  the  parifli,  almoft  from  the  £.  to  the 
W.  extremity  of  it  is  generally  poor,  flat,  fandy,  and  partly 
liable  to  be  flooded  during  heavy  rains.  From  this  flat,  the 
ground  rifes  gradually  toward  the  S.  being  part  of  that  fertile 
bank  of  land  which  extends  from  Fawfyde  to  Whitekirk. 
The  landed  property  of  this  parifh,  exclufive  of  a  fmall  part  of 
Redhoufe,  is  divided  into  four  baronies,  Aberlady,  Gosford, 
Balncriefl!^,  Luflfnefs* 

Population. — ^The  whole  of  that  landed  property,  exclufivc 
of  (bme  inclofures  about  the  houfes  of  Balncrieff'  and  Gof- 
ford,  and  a  f^w  acres  belonging  to  feuars  in  Aberlady,  is  pof- 
fefied  by  eight  farmers.  The  farms  are  large,  which  is  un« 
friendly  to  population.  The  village  of  Gosford  is  entirely  de- 
flroyed,  and  that  of  Balncrieff  falling  into  decay.  The  return  to 
Dr.  Webfter  in  1755,  however,  was  only  739  fouls.  By  an 
accurate  enquiry  very  lately  made,  from  houfe  to  houfe,  the 
number  of  fouls  was  found  to  be  precifely  800,  of  which 
number  386  were  in  the  village  of  Aberlady.  At  aa  average 
of  births  and  marriages  for  the  laft  25  years,  there  have  been 
exactly  4  births  to  each  marriage. 

Parochial  Funds. — ^Therc  are  no  charity  funds  or  mortified 
money  in  the  parifli,  except  1600  merksby  Sir  Peter  Wedder- 
burn  of  Gosford ;  the  yearly  intereft  of  which  is  ordered  to  be 
paid  to  backgone  tenants,  and  others  on  thefe  lands.  The 
poor,  who  are  not  very  numerous,  are  fupported  by  the  week* 
ly  colleAions  at  the  church  doors,  aided  occafionally  by  a  vo* 
luntary  parochial  afleflTment,  of  which  the  tenants  pay  one 
half.    Thefc  aflcflments  have  been  fo  moderate,  that  for  21 

,322  years 
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yean  paft^  the  heritors  have  contributed,  at  an  iTcr^e  00 
more  than  L.  i  :  78.  annually* 

Mifeittaneous  Oi/frvotmj,^-Thc  rained  rent  of  the  parifii, 
amounts  to  L.  7445  :6  ihd,  Scotch — ^The  old  church  of  A- 
berlady  was  a  difgrace  to  the  pariili }  it  mcafurcd  100  feet  in 
length,  by  i6i  feet  in  breadth,  and  was  betwixt  10  and  11 
feet  in  height  ^  the  walls  were  partly  built  of  mud,  and  the 
floor  was  fome  feet  lower  than  the  furface  of  the  ground 
without.  In  1773  the  heritors  built  a  very  commodious 
churchy  adjoining  to  which  are  two  ailes,  in  one  of  whidi  is 
a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Lady  North  and  Grey,  wife 
of  Patrick  Lord  Elibank,  with  an  infcription  compoTed  by  his 
LordOiip,  whcf  was  proprietor  of  Balncrieff,  the  mod  ezren- 
five  barony  in  the  parifh.    The  Earl  of  Portnu>re  is  patron. 
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NUMBER    LVI. 
PARISH   OF   LAMINGTON. 

(presbytery   of   BIGGAR,   synod   of   LOTHIAN   AND 
TWEEDDALE,   COUNTY   OF   LANARK.) 

Bj  the  Rtv.  Mr.  Thomas  Mitchell*   . 


Name* 

THIS  paiilh  confifts  of  two  baronies,  Lamington  and 
WandcL  The  firft  belonging  to  Lady  Rofs  Baillie, 
and  the  other  to  Lord  Douglas  of  Douglas  \  and  both  prefent 
to  the  kirk  of  Lamington,  to  which  Wandel  is  annexed.—— 
Lamington  is  perhaps  contraded  for  Lambington,  a  place  of 
pailure  for  (heep  on  hills  extending  long  and  wide ;  or  where 
was  antiently  a  fair  for  lambs,  which  may  have  given  rife  to 
its  name.  And  Wandel,  may  be  put  for  Wandale ;  wan  fig- 
nifying  pale  or  languid,  and  daltj  a  valley;  and  the  place 
exa£tiy  anfwers  to  that  name*  As  for  inftance  Wandel  mill, 
it  being  obfcured,  hidden,  and  fcarcely  feen  from  the  high  way. 
The  prefent  farmer  has  built  a  new  houfe  confpicuous  at  firft 
glance  of  the  eye.  And  there  are  in  it  two  or  three  other  farm 
houfes,  not  in  concealed  and  hollow  places  as  formerly,  .but 
in  fuch  as  are  in  full  view,  according  to  the  modern  tafte— 
We  differ  from  our  forefathers  in  thisj  as  in  other  refpefls. 

Wc 
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We  chufe  for  our  habitation  an  high  and  open  place,  and  b 
which  there  is  much  fi'ee  air ;  whereas  they  preferred  a  dofe 
and  confined  place,  and  low  in  fituation.  Thus  the  old  manfe 
or  clergyman's  houfe  in  Lamington,  was  lower  and  nearer  tbe 
bum  running  through  the  town,  than  it  is  now ;  hence  it  may 
•  be  taken  for  granted,  that  they  of  old  were  for  the  moft  part,  if 
not  always,  more  healthful  than  we  now  are ;  and  of  coorfe, 
did  not  fo  much  mind  and  perceive  the  want  of  the  free  air, 
as  we  do. 

Extent^  Rivers^  (5)V. — The  extent  of  this  parifli  is  about  9 
milbs  in  length,  meafuring  it  as  lying  on  the  Clyde,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  be  between  3  or  4  miles  in  breadth,  taking  the  adja- 
cent  hills  into  the  account.  Its  form  refembles  a  rectangle,  or 
oblong  figure,  whofe  oppofite  fides  are  equal.— —The  pariih  is 
fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Clyde  and  hot dering  on  it. 

This  river  Qyde  which  gives  name  to  Clydefdalc,  takrs  its 
rife  from  an  hill  called  Clydeflaw  in  the  pari(h  of  Crawford, 
and  about  9  or  10  miles  diftant  from  Cold  Chapel  at  the  head 
of  this  parifh.  There  are  10  burns  or  rivulets  in  the  parifli, 
6  in  Wandel,  and  4  in  Lamington.— There  may  be  feveral  mi- 
neral waters  of  great  ufe,  if  found  out.  One  attributed  to  a 
faint,  is  called  St.  Innian's  Well,  and  lies  a  little  above  the 
town  pf  Lamington.  It  is  faid  that  flate  is  found  in  the  hills 
of  Lamington  \  and  fome  years  ago,  fearch  was  made  for  coal 
about  Hartfide  in  Wandel,  but  failed  in  the  triaL  In  the  fame 
place  alfo,  lead  was  fought  for,  but  tlie  attempt  did  not  fucceed* 

Woodsf  (Sfc. — ^There  were  antiently  many  viroods  in  this  pa- 
riih, not  only  about  Lamington  and  in  the  mains,  but  alfo  about 
Wandel,  and  in  Woodend,  or  Devonfliaw,  and  downwards 
to  Hartfide  and  Brachead,  or  Devonfhaw-hill,  which  grew  all 
ihc  way  up  the  bank  of  the  Clyde,  for  the  fpace  of  2  miles 

or 
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f 
or   mere.     Devonihaw  is  the  fame  with  Woodend  in  the 

CeltiCf    And  Hartfidc  may  be  fo  named  from  Harts,  which 

animals  niay  have  been  formerly  plentiful  in  the  woods,  which 

thenabounded. — The  trees  now  remaining  in  Lamington, there 

being  few  or  none  in  Wandel,  are  principally  the  beech,  afli, 

elm,  alder,  plane,  and  fir. — There  are  no  thorn  hedges  here 

except  in  the  glebes  of  Wandel  and  Lamington,  in  the  ridges 

adjoining  to  the  latter  in  the  high  road  below  Loanhead,  and 

about  yards  and  gardens.     For  this  negled  two  reafons  are 

given,  firft,  that  the  hedges  gather  flocks  of  birds,  to  eat  up 

the  gram ;  and  fecondy,  that  when  the  grounds  are  inclofed 

there  is  not  fo  much  open  air,  to  wind  their  com  after  it  is  cut 

down,  and  to  make  it  ready  to  be  led  into  the  barn  yard,  in  a 

country    like  this,    incompafled  about  w^th  hills  and  high 

grounds,  and  confequently  liable  to  wet  weather  *• 

There  is  a  beautiful  and  pleafant  fpot  of  ground  (ituated 
on  the  Clyde,  at  Whitehill,  improved  at  a  great  expence,  by 
drains  in  a  long  and  ftraight  ditch  fet  about  with  willows  about 

a  mile  or  upwards* There  is  fca^cely  a  garden,  which  de« 

ferves  the  name,  as  being  almoft  without  flowers,  and  having 
little  or  no  fruits  excepting  gooftberries,  currants,  and  black- 
benies.— Not  only  the  farm  houfes  have  a  fmall  fpot  of 
ground  on  which  are  fet  plants  and  herbs,  but  alfo  every  cot* 
tage  almoft  has  a  kail  yard* 

Exienft  Rentf  i^c. — ^The  acres  in  the  barony  erf  Lamington 

are  about  4000 ;  and  in  that  of  Wandel  about  500Q,  in  all 

9000.    There  are  about  3000  of  the  former,  and  above  4000 

of  the  latter,  in  high  grounds,  for  p^fture  of  iheep,  in  graf- 

I  fing 

*  ThtCe  two  rearons  Ceem  to  b«  unqneflionably  ill  founded,  at  the  hedges 
many  be  weU  pruned,  and  kept  (ufficiently  thin  and  low,  with  fome  labour, 
which  would  be  abundantly  recompenfed  by  defending  the  grounds  from  the 
encroachment  of  (heep  and  other  cattle,  to  which  they  may  be  expofed. 
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fing  ^hich  at  an  average,  one  is  allowed  to  an  acre.  So  that 
there  are  about  3000  (hcep  in  Lamington,  and  about  4000  in 
Wandcl,  in  all  7000.  And  bcGdes  the  (beep  now  mentioned 
there  are  about  a  fcore  of  goats  in  Cowgill  of  Lamingtoa 
There  are  about  1000  acres  of  arable  grounds  and  grafs  for  cat- 
tle in  Lamington ;  and  about  900  in  Wandeh— The  rents  in 
both  baronies  are  nearly  equal,  between  L.700  and  Ij.Soo  each. 

Sleeps  and  Horfes. — There  arc  only  two  forts  of  fheep,  the 
ihort  and  the  long,  the  former,  our  own  breed,  arc  thought  to 
agree  beil  with  our  hills  and  high  ground.  The  (tote-fanners 
ilill  finear  their  fheep  with  tar  and  butter  in  this  cold  and  wet 
climate  ;  and  the  price  of  it  is  7s.  per  ftone. — ^Thcrc  are  in  the 
barony  of  Lamington  between  40  and  50  horfes,  in  the  town 
about  10,  and  in  the  barony  of  Wandel  about  3c,  in  all  be- 
tween 80  and  90. — There  arc  in  the  barony  of  Lamington  a- 
bout  180  cows,  in  Wandel  about  80,  and  in  the  town  30, 
and  in  all  about  290. 

Pc^pulathft  Table. 


Number  of  fouls  in  1 75  5 

599 

4-7 

Fiom  ao  to  JO 

.          69 

34 

17^2 

Under  7  years  of  age 

79 

39 

Above  7           .         - 

338 

23 

Married 

118 

27 

Widowers  and  widows 

36 

12 

From  I  to  7 

79 

> 80  to  90 

I 

7  to  14 

73 

. 90  to  160 

I 

58 

About  100  • 

Millers 

*  Andrew  CricTe,  a  fmaU  faulner  at  Braehead  ia  Wandel^  who  pofleflei  s 
few  acres  of  ground^bcl^nging  to  I.ord  Douglas  ;  he  is  now  very  frail,  and  quite 
wearied  of  the  world  ;  but  dill  retains,  in  a  great  meafure,  his  mental  pow* 
ers  and  faculties  in  a£tiTe  vigour,  and  is  a  living  chcDaicle  of  the  holy 
itriptures.  It  is  (aid,  that  the  latc  Biinifter  of  Lamiogtoai  Mr*  Biffif^a^tt 
was  zoo  years  old  and  upwards. 


tff^ 

lAn 

xington^ 

553 

MiUers 

m 

% 

Publick  houfcs 

% 

Weavers 

m 

4 

Small  merchant-fliops 

-    4 

Smith 

. 

I 

EftabliOied  church     - 

414 

Cooper 

- 

I 

Burgher  Seceder 

I 

Wright 

• 

I 

ReliefScccdcrs 

a 

Dyers 

•» 

a 

In  Lamington  barony 

Taylors 

• 

3 

Large  tenants 

.     8 

Huntfman 

• 

I 

Small  do.         •        - 

14 

Shoemakers 

• 

a 

Subtenants 

6 

^dwife 

• 

I 

In  Wandel  barony 

Sempftrefles 

2or3 

Large  tenants 

-    4 

Carrier            « 

• 

I 

Baptifms^  Marriages i  and  Burials,  for  8  Tears  preceding  17921 
exira£Ied/rom  tbePariJb  Regifier. 


Baptifmc 

Marriages. 

kales. 

Females. 

Total. 

Bariak 

1784       9 

5       • 

14 

4- 

1785        7        • 

6 

'3 

i» 

I7«<S       7        • 

•       7       • 

M 

2 

1787        3 

8 

II 

I 

1788        2 

6 

8 

-  •  I         • 

6 

1789       3 

3       - 

6 

7 

1790       <J 

.       7       - 

13 

8 

1792       3 

6       - 

9 

S 

Tota  40 

.      48        - 

88 

-   23 

45 

An.  av.  5 

6 

II 

-      3 

Si 

There  are  about  200  communicants  in  this  parifh.    There 

were  about  400  examinable  perfons  between  30  and  40  years 

Vol,  VI.  4  ▲  ago* 
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ago*  The  dfcrotfe  U  owing  to  the  unkm  of  fiinns  in  the  bs» 
117  of  WandeL 

jtgricultunfSoU^  (5V.-^Therc  are  here,  as  ui  other  placrsyfocie 
good  fvmert.  In  cultWating  poor  gnmnd,  they  make  foidi 
for  the  flieep  in  the  naght»  to  eorich  it  with  their  dung;  ani 
there  too  they  ate  milked  for  butter  and  cheefe,  the  laft  of 
which  it  not  a  little  prized  bj  thofe  who  know  it« 

In  wet  grounds  they  make  drains  to  carry  oflFthe  water,  and 
prepare  it  for  tillage ;  and  they  have  as  gbod  crops  cm  it  as  in 
Other  places.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Wifton,  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Qyde,  there  is  plenty  of  lime,  which  fome  bring* 
and  lay  on  ley  ground  that  has  been  grafs,  and  as  they  fay 
reftcd  ibr  3or4  years,onwhicharegood  crops  for2ycars»bat  the 
3d. is  not  fogood;  andchey  bring  intheground,as  they  cxpre&  it, 
by  fowingon  it  now  and  then  rycgrafs  andcloTcr, as  in  other  part  • 
There  is  no  fuch  thing  praAifed  here  as  fallowing  ;  but  inftead 
of  that  they  take  a  crop  of  potatoes  with  the  piougk^  which  they 
think  is  better  than  dibbling  and  covering  them  with  a 
fpade.     And  fcnne  have  introduced  the  fowing  of  turnips  for 

the  cows,  and  manuring  the  ground. The  foil  Tories;  in 

fome  parts  it  is  dry,  thin,  light  or  gravelly,  and  (hallow;  10 
fome,  wet,  heavy  and  clayey ,  and  in  others,  thick  and  deep. 
It  is  generally  tooftrong  for  an  £ngli(h  plough  of  two  horfe, 
and  therefore  3  or  4  horfes,  and  fometimes  2  horfes,  and  2 
oxen  or  cows  are  ufually  yoked  in  a  plough.— There  is  hcTt, 
as  in  other  parts,  a  change  of  grain,  fuch  as  bear  or  bsirkj, 
oats,  peafe  and  beans,  but  no  wheat  is  raifed.  They  begin 
to  fow  peafe  and  oats  about  the  middle  or  end  of  March,  aod 
beginning  of  April  i  and  barley  aboQt  the  end  of  April  aad 
beginning  of  May,  and  when  they  have  done  with  the  fomKr» 
and  before  they  enter  upon  the  latter,  they  fet  potatoes,  of 
yrhiQh  CTcry  cottage  as  well  as  (arm  hoifk  has  a  quantity  fof- 

£^(Dt 


fidellt  *•  ttaiatain  them  ditDugK  the  winter  aod  fprmg.  The 
crops  are  generally  late>  harveft  is  begun  about  the  end  o^ 
Auguft  or  beginning  of  Septemberi  and  it  is  not  finiOied  till 
the  middle  or  end  of  Odober  \  and  fonvBtimes  it  is  a  week  of 
two  in  November,  before  all  is  cut  down  and  brought  into  thft 
bam*yard«  The  farmers  are  moil  afraid  of  rotting  raiiw  and 
nipping  frofts ;  in  coofequence  of  which  it  is  here  much  the 
praQice  of  fowing  early  corn  in  the  fpring,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
omitted  mentioningi  that  every  family  fows  a  quantity  ol 
flax  or  lint- feed.  Thus  a  large  houfe  fows  a  peck  or  an  half  | 
and  a  fmall  cap  full,  u  e.  a  fbrpet  or  fourth  part  of  a  peck  *• 

CVtmtdt.'^'Wit  air  is  (biiietiaies  moifti  and  fometimes  dry« 
This  being  an  hiNy  and  mountainous  part  of  the  cowttry^  it  is 
much  expofed  to  rain  ia  the  furamer,  and  Ihow  in  the  wiatcri 
but,  notwithftanding  thefe  changes,  it  is  noc  a  little  healthful  to 
the  prefent  inhabitants,  they  being  accuftomed  to  them*  The 
climate  here  is  generally  (harp  a&d  cold,  and  that  becaufe  the 
places  toward  Crawford*muir  and  the  Lead*hills  are  c;(ce(4'' 
sng  high,  and  it  varies  in  diffcient  parts  as  they  are  more  or 
lefs  elevated.-- It  isfaid,  thatfrom  Cold  Chapel,  there  is  nearly 
the  fame  diftance  to  the  fea-ports  of  Annan,  Air,  Greenock* 
and  Lcith ;  and  in  like  manner  from  the  town  of  Lamington 
to  Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  and  Dumfries,  there  is  nearly  the 

4  A  2  f^e 

f  The  rcrvants  here,  at  in  the  neighboaring  pariHiet,  have  their  wages  al« 
nod  double  of  what  they  had  twenty  years  ago;  thus  a  man  for  half  an  year 
jpt»L.  4.  and  a  maUfl<*  X  :  lOi.  A  labouring  man  gets  8 J  a  day,  andiua 
meat  through  the  year ;  and  at  harved  a  man  reaper  has  rod  a  day,  and  hit 
meat ;  and  a  woman  reaper  8d,  and  her  meat.  Some  engage  for  fo  much  mo* 
ney  during  the  harrefl,  as  a  man  for  L  x  :  js.  and  a  woman  L.  X.  In  179X9 
oat*mcai  was  fold  at  between  %^%  and  30s  a  load^— and  bear  at  15  s  a  boll.— • 
Barley  at  sod  a  (lone,  or  thereabouts. — Bear  meal  at  8d  a  peck  ;— afid  pcaft 
meal  at  9d.    Bat  the  price  of  grain  is  very  precarioiu. 
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fame  diftancCj  fo  that  thb  pariib  may  be  reckoned  in  tiie 
^er  or  heart  of  the  country. 

Scioetx,  EcclffiaJNca/  State^  l^c. — There  are  2  fchodg  in  this 
parifli,  one  publick  at  Lamington,  and  another  prirate  at  Waiv- 
del}  the  former  was  new  built  in  1788*— The  naafter's  b- 
hry  is  only  L*  100  Scotch,  and  what  little  more  he  may  make 
by  teaching.  And  the  falary  of  the  fchooI»mafter  in  Wandel, 
IS  only  L.  2  :  s  :  6f  •  fterling. 

The  ftipend  confifts  of  L.  43  :  12  :  6d.  from  Wandel  baro- 
ny; L.  14  :  12  :  6d.  from  Lamington  barony  ;  i6j  bolls  of  oat- 
meal; 7^  bolls  of  bear ;  and  in  all  about  L.  74.  fterling  in  1792. 
The  glebe  confifts  of  ten  acres,  four  in  LanungtoOy  and  fix 
in  Wandel ;  and  the  latter  lies  adjacent  to  two  parks  belong* 
ing  to  Lady  Rofs  Bailie ;  between  6  and  7  acres  are  let  to  the 
minifter  at  L.  1  :  15s.  an  acre. 

There  is  in  this  parifli  no  tax  for  the  poor,  their  mainte- 
nance depends  upon  the  charity  of  others-,  the  colle£lioos  in 
the  church  on  the  fabbath  day,  before  the  difmifling  of  the 
congregation ;  and  on  other  days*  by  baptifms,  marriages,  and 
burials,  by  mortcloth,  bell,  and  litter;  and  a  littk  ftock 
which  the  kirk-feflion  has  laid  out  on  intereft. — All  thefe  put 
together  amount  to  but  a  fmall  pittance,  or  fcanty  allowance, 
diftributed  to  each  at  the  rate  of  i8d,  as,  and  2s  6d  a  month; 
but  thofein  more  diilrefling  and  nectfitous  circumftanccs  may, 
have  fomewhat  more  bellowed  upon  them.    There  is  a  poors 

roll 

*  In  the  year  1 738,  there  was  a  fum  mortified  by  the  late  Conntcfs of  Forte 
to  the  kirk-feinon  of  Lamiogtoii,  to  prefent  a  burfar  to  the  higfa-(chool  azkl 
college  of  Glafgow  ; — a  boy  born  in  the  barony  of  Wandel,  educated  at  the 
fchool  there,  and  not  below  eight  or  above  ten  years  of  age,— of  which  there  is 
,  g  vice  every  13  years,  and  that  at  the  expiration  thereof  one  is  to  fuccced  ^ 
•ethcr^  if  found  with  the  above  cxprefscoqiitiQiis  aod  qualificatioas» 


of  Lamington.  557 

roll  or  Tate  I  in  which  are  marked  their  number^  and  every 
one's  moiety  or  portion.  There  are  now  9  on  the  roll.  What 
a  pity  is  it,  and  ma^r  of  grief  to  the  poor,  that  the  heritors 
do  not  refide  in  the  parilh  !* 

Difeafes.'^Tht  difeafes  incident  to  this  parifli,  and  mod  pre- 
valent, are,  intermitting  ferers,  rheumatifm,  Eryfipelas  or  St. 
Anthony's  Fire,  and  the  dropfy }  colds  and  coughs  are  fre- 
quent here;  confumptions  of  late  years  hare  carried  off  fcve- 
ral  young  perfons  of  both  fexes  between  10  and  20  years  of 
age.'  The  fmall  pox  is  not  now  fo  dangerous  as  it  formerly 
has  been.  In  17^7  there  were  in  the  parifh  between  20  and 
30  inoculated,  and  they  all  recovered;  and  in  the  year  1792 
about  as  many,  who  in  like  manner  all  did  well. 

MifcillanfUM 

*  There  U  a  Ronain  uunp  at  White-Hill,  near  Cutter,  at  one  end  of  the 
parilh  in  Lamington ;  at  the  other  end  of  it  in  Wandel,  at  Cold  Chape),  there 
aie  two  Roman  camps,  one  on  the  road-(ide  between  Cold  Chapel  and  Little 
Gill,  and  the  other  on  the  Arbor-hill,  fo  called,  bccaufe  formerly  it  may 
hare  abounded  with  trees.  At  the  foot  of  one  of  the  hills  there  is  a  place  cal- 
led Rob's  Bog,  which,  in  time  of  war  with  England,  being  covered  over  with 
nilhes  by  the  Scotch,  and  the  Englifh  taking  it  for  fafe  ground,  and  pafling 
through  it  on  horTe  back  at  full  Tpeed,  fell  into  it,  and  perifhed  there  ;  the 
flratagcm  being  afcribed  to  Rob  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  Scotch  army, 
the  place  derived  its  name  from  him. 

In  Birwick  heights  there  is  an  indelible  mark  of  a  furnace,  \»  here  it  is  fard 
that  a  fire  was  always  kept  by  the  druids.  Oppofitc  to  Lamington,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Clyde,  is  an  high  mountain  called  Tinto,  or  the  hill  of  fire, 
•n  which  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  in  like  manner  a  fire  was  alvrays  kept. 

In  one  of  the  hills  above  Wandel  mill  there  is  Wallace's  camp,  fo  called 
from  that  great  Scotch  warrior,  who  encamped  h^re.  There  wr re  in  this  pa- 
rifh anciently  four  great  buildings,  called  towers ;  two  in  Wandel,  and  two  in 
Lamington,  one  in  the  town,  and  anorhcr  in  the  mains  ;  but  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  three  former,  it  may  be  mentioned  of  the  latter  that  the  walls  A  ill  remain 
fome  ftories  high,  very  thick  and  (Irong.     It  was  built  by  a  Uird  of  Laming- 

t«n. 
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M:/cdtdtumttOlfi^vtAiu.-^Tht  language  ofdiia  paiifliia 
IM>  doabt  nittch  iofirrior  to  the  Englifli  io  pioiiaaciauoo  and 
accent;  but  there  ate  in  it  few  or  no  peculiaritiea  in  articiila* 
tion  and  found  as  in  fome  coantriet  of  Soodand»  and  eren  in 
England.  The  tafte  of  the  age  in  which  we  liTe,  is  hercy  as  in 
other  parts,  muchakeied  from  what  it  was  between  15  and 
ao  years  ago,  astoczpenceof  living,fQchasin  drelsandflioes^ 
meat  and  drink,  tea  and  tobaccc-^The  inhabitants  of  this  pa^ 
iHh  are  generally  given  to  induftry-— The  fod  is  moftly  coal, 
diere  being  little  oie  made  of  peat  here,  except  in  the  drying 
of  corn,  and  for  the  kiln  and  making  of  maIt.-*-Moft  €»f  the 
people  in  the  town  of  Lamington  haye  $  or  6  acicB,  at 
L  •  I  :  12  :  6d.— Thtfre  are  two  millers,  oae  in  lamington, 
and  the  other  in  Wandel,  and  the  thirlage  or  mnltvre,  which 
the  tenants  give  to  the  mill  in  their  own  barony,  is  a  mntdikin, 
or  the  fouTth  part  of  a  peck  per  boll.  There  is  a  lint  mill  in 
Wandel  mill,  and  a  toll  in  Hartfide  in  the  fame  barony* 

Sao,  of  the  ancicot  sod  hononnUe  mme  of  Ba|Uir>  vith  whom  tbeiforcfiaJ 
SirWUUftm  Wallace  w««  allied  by  marriage;  in  proof  ci  which,  and  as  a 
jpiect  of  cttrioiity,  Wallace'i  chair  b  now  in  Bonnington,  in  the  po0el6M  cf 
i^Y  Roil  Baillie,  the  reprcfentatlTe  of  the  ftmiiy  of  Lamiogtoii,  being  rc- 
jQored  from  the  tower  of  that  pUce.  The  chair  if  rematkablf  broad  aod  (loot. 
—There  wa«  a  beautiful  orchard  in  the  naint  of  Lamington,  in  which  vcjc 
liound  all  kiDd$  and  forts  of  the  fineft  and  tiched  fruits,  when  pgfleft  by  the 
kte  laird  of  I,4imlngtan»  about  half  a  nntury  ago,  ot  erea  lata:,  but  it  is  jiov 
gsitsiftflroytd. 


NUMBER 


NUMBER      LVU. 
CITY    OF     EDINBURGH, 

VriTR  THB 

PARISHES  OF   CANONGATE,    St.  CUTHBERTS^ 
SOUTH  AMP  NORTH  LEITH. 


IT  would  confiderablf  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  work  of  thii 
nature,  to  enter  into  any  minute  detail  of  the  antient  ftate 
of  Edinburgh,  and  its  neighbourhood.  The  hiftory  of  that 
city  is  contained  in  other  publications,  to  wUch  the  reader  is 
referred  *•  Some  information,  however,  regarding  the  pro* 
grei&ve  ftate  ofgits  population,  the  commerce  of  Leith,  && 
will  not  be  unacceptable. 

By  a  paper,  in  the  pofieffion  of  the  Seffion  Qerk  of  E^in- 
bfurgh,  intitled,  <'  A  lift  of  the  haill  poflefibrs  (of  houfes)  in 
^*  the  different  pariihes,''  the  number  of  families  in  the  year 
1678  appears  to  have  been  as  follows; 

In 

*  See  peiticnlarly,  Maitland's  hxftoiy  of  ldia1>tirgh»  printed  aam  i7549 
sad  the  hiftory  of  t/^aJbiOr^  by  Uo^  Arnot  £iq,  ad.  editioD,  frinted  ia 


In  t6c  N.  W.  Parifli-l 

rTolbooth 

N.    do. 

g 

High  Church 

N.E.    do. 

i 

College 

Old  Grayfriars 

S.W.    do. 

'2' 

S.    do. 

2. 

Old  Church 

S.  £.    do. 

P- 

,Tron            • 

389 
-  470 
672 
625 
664 

Total    3333 

The  old  town  of  Edinburgh  at  that  time  confifted  of  die  a* 
bove  fix  pariflies  only,  confequently  the  preceding  lift  contain- 
ed every  family  then  living  in  what  was  properly  to  be  called 
the  city  of  Edinburgh.  On  the  fuppofition  that  there  were  at 
that  time  even  6  individuals  in  each  family,  the  total  number  of 
fouls  would  amount  to  191998,  which  gives  but  a  poor  idea 
of  the  fituation  and  importance  of  Edinburgh  at  that  period. 
If  we  reckon  the  Canongate  to  have  contained  2500  inhabw 
tants,  the  pariih  of  St  Cuthberts  7000,  and  thofe  of  So^th 
and  North  Leith  6000  fouls,  the  total  number  of  individuals 
in  Edinburgh  and  its  neighbourhood,  was  35,500  in  1678. 

The  Rev*  Dr.  Blair  communicated  a  paper,  containing  an 
enumeration  of  families  and  examinable  perfons  in  the  dty  of 
Edinburgh,  apparently  taken  in  1722,  in  which  the  numbers 
,ia  each  pariih  of  that  city  were,  thus  ftated. 


peifoos. 

Tolbooth  Parifli 

* 

7o«    -     2418 

New-Church;  do. 

- 

581      -     2447 

College  Church,  do. 

- 

-        876      -     2857 

Tron  Church,  do. 

- 

-         718      -     3CO7 

Lady  Teftersj  do. 

m 

683      -      1852 

Old-Church,  do. 

-       -     557    -    1924 

HaddoVHole,  or  Little-Church,  do.    554    -    1918 

Carried  over  4670  •  16423 

£aft 


bf  Edinburgh,  iSp.  56t 

Brought  over  4670       16,423 
JEaft  GrayfriarSi  do.  *        -        *  651  2245 

Kew-Grayfriars,  do.  +        -        -        474  1668 

Tbtal    5975       20,336 

Adding  the  ufdal  proportion  of  one  fourth  of  the  elamina- 
ble  perfons  for  children^  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  citjf 
of  Edinburgh  iii  1722  appears  to  have  amounted  to  25,420,  ot 
fomewhat  lefs  than  4J-  to  each  family,  and  if  we  allow  15,006 
for  the  fuburbs  and  the  environs,  the  total  would  be  40,420 
fouls. 

Maitland,  in  his  hiftory  of  Edinburgh,  founding  his  compu* 
tation  on  the  regtiler  of  burials,  nukes  the  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants in  the  above  nine  pariflies  in  that  city  to  amount  td 
48,000  at  leaft,  in  1753.  ^^'  ^^^  calculation  is  little  to  be 
regarded,  as,  in  17559  an  enumeration  was  made,  at  the  de- 
fire  of  the  late  Dr.  Webfter,  when  the  numbers  proved  to  be 

as  follow ; 
Vol.  VI.  4  B  In 

*  The  number  df  fimilics  in  the  £a(l-Orayfriar$  parifli  wis  ntft  fpecified^ 
kitt  it  if  calcnbted  from  the  propdrtlont  betwixt  the  families  and  individaals 
in  the  preceding  feven  pari(hes. 

f  The  nnmbert  of  the  familief,  and  of  indiTiduais,  in  the  New-Orayfrian 
parilh  were  not  fpecified ;  bnt  as  in  the  paper  communicated  by  Dr.  Blair,  a 
column,  fuppoTed  tp  refer  to  Tome  prior  enumeration,  was  inicrted,  the  abore 
calculation  was  made  frpm  the  proportidn  that  parilh  bore  to  the  reft  in  that 
column,  which  ftood  as  follows  : 


Tolbooth  Parilh       -       i 

S130 

Old-Church  Pari(h        -      -     1094 

Ncw-Ghurch,  do. 

•      %%%% 

riaddo's  Hole,  dd.      -       -       307& 

College  Church,  do. 

•240 

£a(l«Grayfriars,  do.        -          aJ95 

Tron  Church,  do. 

-      »557 

New-Orayfriars,  do.         -        1550 

Lady  Yefters,  do.        - 

*      Z6a8 

Total    18,89* 
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In  the  old  town  of  Edinburgh           -  -         31*122 

In  the  Canongate            ...  *             4»5oo 

In  St.  Cuthberts  or  Weft-church  Parifli  ^       12, 168 

In  South  Leith           ...  -        7,aoo 

In  North  Leith           -          -           -  -         2,20; 


Total    57>»9S 

The  computation  made  by  Mr.  Amot  in  1775*  was  ftill 
more  confiderabie.  The  number  of  families  in  Edinburgh, 
Leitht  and  the  environs,  he  ftates,  amounted  to  1 3,806,  which, 
multiplied  by  6^  makes  the  number  of  inhabitants  to  be  8  2,836, 
and  to  this  he  propofes  to  add  1400  for  the  caftle,  hofpitals, 
&c*  amounting  in  all  to  84,236.  But  6  to  a  family  is  too  high 
acalculation  even  for  Edinburgh,  large  as  the  families  there  arc 
Reckoning  at  the  rateof  5  to  each  family,  which,it  appears  from 
the  enumeration  in  ^^gli  is  fufficiently  high,  and  adding  1400 
for  the  caftle  &c.  the  number  of  fouls  in  the  city  and  fuburbs, 
including  Leith,  amounted  in  1775  to  70,430 

Soon  after  the  Statiilical  Account  of  Scotland  was  fet  on 
foot,  the  miniders  and  elders  of  fix  pariflies  of  the  city  of  £- 
dinburgh,  (the  High  Church,  Old  Church,  Little  Church, 
Lady  Ycfter's,  Old-Grayfriars,  and  St.  Andrew's),  and  the  pa- 
rilhes  of  St.  Cuthberts,  South  Leith,  and  North  Leith,  with 
the  view  of  promoting  this  work,  made  an  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  within  their  refpefiive  bounds.  The  numbers  in 
fix  of  the  ten  pariflies  of  Edinburgh  being  in  this  manner  ac- 
tually afcertained,  fufficient  data  were  from  thence  afforded 
for  edimating  the  numbers  of  families,  and  of  individuals, 
in  the  remaining  four  pariflies  y  and  the  refult  of  this  enu- 
meration and  calculation  is  exhibited  in  the  following  TaUe 
of  the  Population  of  Edinburgh  and  its  environs  in  1 791. 

High 


of  Edinburgh,  feff. 


563 


Funilicf.'  Males.  iFemaks  Total. 


Higli-Church  PariQi 

Old-Church,  do. 

Little*Church,  do. 

Lady  Ycftcrs,  do.      ■; 

Old  Grayfriars,  do. 

St.  Andrews,  New-Town,  do. 

Tolbooth  Church,  do. 

Tron  Church,  do- 

Collcgc  Church,  do. 

Ncw-Grayfriars,  do.    - 

Total  in  the  the  city  of  Edinburgh 
In  Canongatc  Parifti 
In  St.  Cuthbcrts,  do.  • 
In  South  Leith,  do. 
In  North  Leith.,  do. 


Total 
In  Edinburgh  caftlc  f 
In  the  HofpitaU, Charity  Work- 

houfe.  Infirmary,  and  Prifon 

of  Edinburgh 

Total 


1294 

224$ 

125 1 

2171 

1254 

tI28 

2009 

1892 

34^6 

4301 

7206 

137« 

2311 

1283 

2158 

1710 

3659 

1566 

2917 

•?o57la97>* 
3500J  62CO 

»737<5'32947 

S93«ii43» 
i3jo|  2409 


»333 


84886 
.     It 


*  The  families  in  St.  CuthbertS  PariA  were  not  enumerated,  but  are  cal« 
cnlated  from  the  proportions  between  the  families  and  individuals  in  the  City  of 
Edinbur^. 


f  In  Edinburgh  caftle, 

Commiifioned  and  StalT  Officers 
Serjeants 

Drummers  and  pipen 
Rank  and  file  «        • 

Barrack  mailer 
Gunners  -        - 

Women        -         •        • 
fhildren  -       • 


41 
a6 

14 

47» 

I 

4 
X5« 
131 


4B3 


Total    847 
hi 
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It  it  to  be  obfervedj  on  the  above  enumeration^  that  it  misft  ' 
be  rather  under»  than  abavei  the  real  amount.  In  feme  of 
the  paiiibcsy  lodgers  were  not  included ;  and  in  all  of  dbem^ 
the  real  number  of  many  families  could  not  be  obtaincdj  k 
confeqnence  of  the  abfurd  apprehenGons  entertaiaed,  that  the 
enumeration  was  intended  for  the  purpofe  of  laying  on  fiame 
new  taz»  in  which  the  people  were  to  be  charged  higher  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  their  children.  It  is  probable  that 
from  2  to  perhaps  30Q0  fo^1s  more  would  hare  appeared  on 
the  liftsi  had  the  enumeration  been  more  accurate  and  com- 
pletCf  and  hiid  there  been  no  concealment  in  oonfcqnence  of 
the  above  mentioned  prejudices  of  feveral  of  the  inhabitants. 
There  appearsj  howeyeri  at  any  rate,  to  hare  been  a  rery 
great  additional  increafe  indeed  to  the  popuhtion  of  the  ca* 
pital  of  Scotland  and  its  environs,  the  progrels  of  which  may 
\ft  ftated  as  follows  : 

Population  of  Edinburgh,  the  Canongale,  St.  Cutln 
^rt'sand  Leith,  anno  1679  «         .  -  35S^^ 

do.  in  172a        -  .         -         -  -  40420 

do.  in  175s  -         '.  .  -  57195 

do.  in  1775  -  -  •  -  70430 

do.  in  1791         *        •  «  *  -     848S6 

CANONGATE 

Ip.  Hcriots  Hofpstal,  (bofs  lao,  men  8,  wpmen  9),     -      r       ToCil  137 

In  Watfon's,  do.        -            -         -            ...        -  70 

In  the  Merchant  Maiden,  do.            •«          -            -  90 

In  the  Trades  Maiden,  do.            -         ^            -         -            -  6a 

In  the  Trinity,  do.            -            -        -        -        .        -        -  54 

In  the  Orphan,  do.            -            -----  x6a 

lnEdinba,«hCh«itrWork-h<«fe(»«9f'35^^-^^}      -     5«8 

UtheTo.bp<,h.{a-^VArt;Sl„r^^  -       -J8 

Tota^    XXl\ 
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CANONGATE    PARISH. 

OF  the  6200  kihabkants^  of  thU  diftridy  about  1200  are 
under  ten  years  of  age.  Of  the  155a  families^  about  1200 
profefs  the  eftabliflied  religion  \  80  belong  to  the  Epifcopai 
churchy  114  areSecederSy  x  8  Roman  Catholics^  and  the  remaio- 
ing  140  either  feAanes  of  different  denominations*  or  (amilies 
who  will  give  no  account  of  their  reKgious  perfuaCon.  The 
population  of  this  pariih  appears  to  be  pretty  ftationary  for  a 
good  number  of  years  paft ;  but  a  conGderable  change  hasta- 
ken  place  with  refjpeA  to  die  rank  and  the  opulence  of  the  ixy* 
habitants.  It  was  formeriy  remarkable  for  the  number  of  no- 
ble and  genteel  families  refiding  in  it.  But  of  late,  fincc  the 
increafe  of  the  buildings  in  the  New-Town  and  foulh  diftridls, 
the  number  of  thefe  has  confiderably  diminiihed.  The  inte-- 
reft  of  the  Caaongatei  aa  a  burgh,  has  alfo  been  hurt  by  the 
alteration  of  the  carriage-road  to  Leith,  which  has  cut  off,  m 
a  great  meafure,  the  revenue  it  derived  from  the  cuftoas  at 
the  Watergate, 

The  burgh  of  Canongate,  being  a  vaflalage  to  Edinburgh, 
16  governed  by  a  baron  bailie,  and  two  refident  magiftrates 
annually  chofen  by  the  Town»Cottncil  of  that  city,  llieir  jurif- 
di&ion  extends  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  parifii,  to  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  Pleafiunce,  and  to  the  town  of  North  Leith,  They 
are  m  offieio  juftices  of  peace. 

There  are  two  minifters  of  the  parifli  of  Canongate.  One  is 
presented  by  the  Crown,  and  the  odier  by  the  joint  body  of 
the  magiftrates,  kirk  feflion,  heritors,  and  deacons  o£  craft  of 
the  eight  incorporations.  The  lettlement  of  the  laft,  owing 
to  the  number  of  eleOors^  (about  400),  has  generally  been 
attended  with  much  difficulty  and  litigation. 

7he  ftipcnd  of  the  firft  or  fenior  mioifter  is  L»  99  In  rop- 
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ney,  and  51  bolls  ofvifkual)  in  eqtial  proportions  of  wfaeat, 
barley^  and  oats  \  befides  the  intcreft,  at  the  rztc  of  §  fer  £tnt. 
of  L.  500,  provided  for  building  or  purchafing  a  manfct  if  the 
incumbent  (hall  require  it  to  be  laid  out  for  that  purpofe. 

The  chapel  adjacent  to  Holyroodhoufe  was  long  ufed  as  the 
parifh  church  of  Canongate.  But,  in  the  year  16S6,  James 
II.  having  refolved  to  rcftore  the  Order  of  the  Thiftlc  to  its 
former  fplendor,  converted  it  into  a  Roman  Catholic  pbce 
of  worfhip,  for  the  inftaliment  of  the  knights,  and  for  otiicr 
"folemntties  belonging  to  that  ancient  Order*  The  Protcftant 
inhabitants  where  thereby  for  a  time  deprived  of  a  church. 
The  Inconvenience  of  this  being  feverely  felt,  they  gave  in  a 
petition  to  the  king,  for  a  grant  of  as  much  of  a  certain  fuzn 
of  money,  which  had  been  difponed  to  the  Town-Council  of 
Edinburgh,  annp  1649,  by  one  Thomas  Moodie,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  building  a  churchy  (which  purpofe  had  never  been  ful- 
filled), as  (hould  be  fufEctent  for  eredling  a  parifh  church  in 
Cannongate.  This  petition  the  king  was  pleafed  to  grant ; 
and,  accordingly,  the  prefent  church  was  built,  and  a  burial 
place  annexed  to  it,  anM  1688,  for  tlie  fum  of  43,000  merks 
Scotch.«-A  condition,  however, was  annexed  to  this  grant,  that 
all  perfons,  having  right  to  feats  in  Holyroodhoufe,  (hould  be 
provided  to  the  fame  extent  in  the  new  pari(h  church.  Hence 
by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  area  and  lofts  in  the  church  of 
Canongate  is  ftill  the  property  either  of  the  incorporations,  or 
of  noble  families,  formerly  connected  with  the  King's  houfe^ 
bold. 

The  repairs  of  the  church  of  Canongate  within  thcfc  thirty 
years  paft,  have  amounted  to  upwards  of  L.  2200  fterling. 
Many  difputes  having  arifen  about  the  property  of  the  church, 
the  adminiftration  of  the  funds  ari(ing  from  it,  and  the  bur- 
den of  thefe  expenfive  repairs  i  a  contra£l  of  agreement  was 
ft  ta(t  entered  into  by  the  magiftrates.  Kirk  Seffipn,  heritors, 

and 
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and  deacons  of  craft  of  Canongatet  anno  1 772,  veAing  the  faid 
property  and  adminiftration^  with  the  burden  of  repairs,  in 
fifteen  delegates,  chofen  annually,  under  the  appellation  of 
managers  of  the  church  and  church- yard  funds  of  Canongate, 
viz. 

Six  delegates  from  the  heritors. 

Three  from  the  magiftrates  and  treafurer  of  Canongate, 

one  of  whom  to  be  always  the  baron  baillie. 
Three  from  the  kirk-fcflion. 
Three  from  the  incorporations. 

The  funds  under  their  management  are, 

ift.  The  rents  of  fuch  feats  in  the  church  as  are  not  herita- 
ble property  of  individuals,  or  do  not  belong  to  the  incorpora- 
tions* 

adly.  The  produce  of  the  fale  -of  burial  ground ;  of  thefe, 
befides  the  unpurchafed  ground  in  the  old  church-yard,  they 
hare  now  a  confiderable  number  for  fale  in  a  piece  of  ground 
adjacent  to  it  on  the  Eaft,  lately  purchafcd  and  inclofed  for 
this  purpofe. 

3dly,  The  furplus  of  an  annuity  of  four  per  cent,  levied  by 
an  %6t  of  the  Scots  parliament,  on  the  rents  of  houfes  in  Canon- 
gate,  for  the  (lipend  of  a  fecond  minifter  of  the  pariOi,  and  cer- 
tain other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

There  never  has  been  any  poor  rate  In  the  parifli  of  Canon- 
gate. 

The  charlty-work-houfe,  which  was  built  by  fubfcription  in 
the  year  1761,  is  maintained  from  the  following  fundi. 

lit.  The  colle£lions  at  the  church  door,  amounting  on  an 
average  of  8  years  paft,  to  L.  192  per  annum. 

adiy,  A  benefit  play,  granted  annually  by  the  manager  of 
the  Edinburgh  Theatre. 

3dly,  Dues  on  mortcloths  and  private  baptifms. 

^thlj,  Dues  on  funerals  palling  to  other  places,  when  the 

remains 


sw 
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Tcmiins  of  the  dead  are  lodged  ia  an  aileof  the  chimdi,ap{M« 
priated  for  that  purpofc. 

5tfaly,  PriTate  and  occafional  benefaAions. 

The  ntiinber  in  the  hoafe,  in  November  laft^  was  3S  aged 
perfons,  aud  35  children,  befidea  23  out  penfionera  \ — Total 

96 

.  There  it  a  public  grammar  fchool  tn  the  parifli  nnder  the  pa* 
tronaga  of  the  magiftrates  and  kirk-feflion.  The  re£lor  has  a 
falary  of  L.  36  for  himfclf  and  an  afliftant. 


St.  CUTHBERPs  or  WEST  CURCH  PARISH. 


Parents,  Male 

Do.  Female 
ChildrenjMale 

Do.  Female 
Lodgers,  Male 

Do.  Female 
Servants,  Male 

Do.      Female 


Tofal 


In  the 

CoQ&try 

TotaL 

fuboibf. 

part. 

3970 

605 

457S 

4604 

698 

530* 

497^ 

889 

5S61 

53»3 

830 

6ai3 

2021 

•97 

2XI8 

2180 

187 

2367 

2242 

675 

2917 

2911 

S8j 

3494 

28283 

4664 

32947 

It  is  not  perfectly  eafy  to  draw  a  precife  line  between  the 
fuburbs  and  the  country,  and  therefore  it  is  necefTary  to  men- 
tion that  the  inhabitants  of  Laurifton,  ToUcrofs,  Caftlebams, 
Fountainbridge,  Weft  Church  Charity-workhoufe,  Water 
of  Leith,  Stockbridge,  Silver  mills,  Canonmills,  Broughtoo, 
and  Leith  Walk,  are  included  in  the  numbers  ftated  for  the 
fuburbs. 

It  is  to  be  fuppofcd  that  there  are  inaccuracies  in  the  gene- 
ral enumeration  of  the  parifli,  but  they  cannot  be  of  any  iai« 
portance  ^  and  as  the  furvey  was  made  chiefly  in  the  months 

of 
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of  September  and  0£bober,  the  numbers^  (efpecially  in  the 
article  of  lodgers)  are  probably  ftated  below  the  fatS:,  rather 
than  beyond  it.«— ^This  pariOi  may  contain  above  9000  acres ; 
the  valued  rent  is  L.  29,536 :  13  J  4  Scotch,  and  the  real  rent 
of  the  land  may  be  moderately  eftimated  at  L.  22,500  fterling. 


SOUTH   LEITH    PARISH. 

In  this  parifli  are  514a  heads  of  families,  2439  male  chil- 
dren, a43^  female  children,  484  male  fervants,  935  female  fer- 
vants,in  all  1 1432  individuals,  and  2893  families.  Of  thefe,  423 
indviduals  reGde  in  Reftalrig,  557  in  Abbeyhill,  and  1497  ^^ 
Calton  of  Edinburgh.— The  valued  rent  of  this  pariih  is 
L.6413:  a  II  Scotch. 

In  1784  the  trade  of  Leith  was  eftimated  at  half  a  million 
fterling,  according  to  the  following  ftatement. 

8    Traders  or  companies  dealing  in  flax,  hemp, 

iron,  aflies,  tar,  8cc.  *  *  L.  160500 

10  Do.  in  wood      *       -  •  *  32000 

10  Do.  in  teas,  fpirits,  and  groceries         -  65000 

9  Do.  in  wine  and  fpirits,  hops,  &c*        -         36500 
8  Do.  in  grain,  both  by  conGgnment  and  pur- 
'    chafe  -  .  •  -  161000 

2    Manufacturers  of  foap  and  candles  -         13000 

Rope  works,    raw    materials  L.  12200,  labour 

L«  14800  •  -  -    "        -       27000 

Total    L.495doo 
Vot.  VI.  4  C  Grain 
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Gram  imported  hf  the  above  8  tnders  in  that  article# 
Wheat  about  60,000  boUs        -        L.  66000 

Oats       ■  ■   ■  ioo/>oodo«        -        -    65,000 

Barky  ——  ao,«ooxlo.      -      -        21,000 

Peafe     i  10,000  4o.        -  p^^oo 

Total     ij^yooo  bolls  L.  161,000 

Ships  cleared  at  the  cuftomhoufc  ia  1784. 

From  foreign  parts        -        -        .        -  247 

With  coala  ...  *  361 

Coafters  •  -  •  •  7S2 

In  ballaft  «...  ^84 

Tot  J     »774 

From  the  13th  of  Norember  1786,  to  the  13111  of  Novem« 
her  1787,  there  arrived  in  Leith  harbour,  the  following  veffcls. 


Fare%m 

?«Vl^ 

Seotdt.            Totak 

Ships 

-      

-       »7 

-        10        -         27 

Brigs 

II 

22 

.       92       -125 

Sloops 

.          .       19 

-    282 

.   1407     -       1708 

Tons 

-    3^4 

tb\^<^ 

7580,        105223 

During  the  fame  period,  there  came  into  Leith  har- 
bour, from  ports  within  the  Firth  of  ForA  383  refTcis  with 
coals,  meaAiring  14,956  tons,  and  the  fame  number  iA  Teffels 
with  other  goods,  meafuring  16,139  tons. 

NORTH   LEITH. 

^tbefoUoming  Account  of  this  Part/b  was  drawn  vp  by  the  prefenS 
incumhint^  David  Johnstons,  D.  D. 

Name^  Surface^  and  Climate.^TYit  mmt^  Leith,  is  derived 
from  an  old  Scotch  or  Gaelic  word^  which  fignifica  the  mouth 

of 
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of  Ait  WTttct.  North  Lcifh  originally  belonged  to  the  partfli  of 
Holyroodhoufe,  from  which  it  was  disjoined  and  eredled  into 
a  fcparatc  parifli  in  the  year  1606.  It  then  comprehended 
only  the  tillage  of  North  Leith,  and  the  coal  hill,  which  are  a 
part  of  tlie  barony  of  Broughton;  but,  iu  the  year  1630,  the 
baronies  of  Newhaven  and  Hillhoufe-field,  which  belonged 
to  the  paiifh  of  St.  Cuthbcrts  or  Weft  Kirk,  were  annexed  to 
it. 

The  parifh  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  extending  along  the  fea 
Ifaore  about  an  Englifii  mile  in  length,  and  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  breadth  ;  it  is  bounded  by  the  Fifth  of  Fofth,  on  the  norths 
by  the  parifh  of  St.  Cuthberts  on  tlie  weft,  and  by  South' Leith^  ' 
on  the  fotith  and  eaft.  The  face  of  the  country  isilar,  and  its 
foil  light  and  fandy ;  but  with  the  dung  procured  from  the 
town,  it  produces  wheat,  barley,  clover  and  potatoes.'  It  is 
all  inclofed.  There  are  properly  no  farms  in  the  parifli ;  a 
few  gardeners  rent  the  moft  of  it,  and  gi?e  about  L.  3  :  10  per 
acre.  The  whole  lands  do  not  exceed  1 70  acres,  of  which 
there  may  be  about  20  in  kitchen  gardens.  The  only  heritor 
is  Mr  Robertfon  of  Lady -kirk.  The  reft  are  feuars,  wh<y 
hold  of  the  trinity-houfe  Leith. 

The  air,  in  general,  is  (harp,  clear  and  healthy ;  the  place 
has  been  much  frequented,  of  late  years,  for  fea  bathing,  and 
a  number  of  houfes  has  been  erected  for  the  accommodation 
of  (IrangeH.  In  the  months  of  April  and  May,  an  eaft  wind 
generally  prevails,  which  occafions  damp  and  foggy  weather. 

Population4 — In  the  yeir  174J,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
was  about  1400.  For  25  years  paft,  the  incumbent  has  taken 
up  a  roll  of  them  every  year,  in  courfe  of  minifterial  vKitation^ 
and  finds  the  fouls  amount  at  prefent  to  about  2400.  This 
year,  1791,  the  number  of  families  is  642,  and  the  indivi- 
duals are  2409,  of  which  1350  are  females,  and  1059  are 

4  C  2  males; 
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make »  fo  that  the  females  exceed  the  males  by  2pi  9  opoa  an 
average)  they  are  fomewhat  under  four  to  a  family.  About 
12  months  ago,  100  families  were  difpoflcflcd,  and  their  hoa- 
fes  pulled  down  to  open  a  paflage  to  the  new  bridge  ^  but  the 
people  feem  to  have  got  lodgings  in  the  town,  as  the  nombcrs 
are  not  dimiaiflied.  Two  large  houfes  are  ere&cd  in  place  of 
the  old  ones,  which  will  accommodate  ao  families. 

By  a  medium  of  births  for  ao  years;  they  amount  to  82  an- 
nually, but  in  thefe  are  included  fcveral  from  South  Lcith,  who 
attend  public  worlbip  in  North  Leith,  and  have  their  childrens 
names  regiftered  there  \  x8oo  of  the  parifliioners  live  in  North 
Leith,  Coalhill  and  Citadel  i  the  other  600,  rcfide  in  the  fifhing 
town  of  Newbaven  and  in  detached  houfes  in  the  country. 
The  number  of  marriages,  at  an  average,  is  25.  There  is  no 
regifter  kept  of  the  dead,  as  the  people  grudged  the  expence 
of  it}  and,  indeed,  it  would  not  afcer  tain  the  number  of  thofe 
who  die  in  the  pariih,  with  any  precifion,  as  a  great  many 
from  South  Leith  and  the  neighbourhood,  bury  in  North 
Leith  church-yard.  Almoft  all  the  pariihioners  attend  the  c- 
ftabliQied  church*  The  number  of  other  perfuafions  does  not  ex* 
cced  50.  There  are  no  very  old  people  in  the  parifh ;  a  few  ex* 
cecd  80  years. 

Manttfa^urts  and  Rent^  (s^r.— The  principal  manufacture 
in  the  place  is  (hip-building,  and  a  number  of  fine  vtilels  from 
200  \o  300  tons  have  been  lately  built.  Thtre  are  5  mafter- 
builders,  who  employ  about  1 52  carpenters,  whofe  wages  arc  a- 
bout  is  lod  a  day  each.  There  have  been  two  dry  docks  erec- 
ted within  thefe  fixtccn  years,  one  of  which  lets  at  L.  130  per 
annum  ^  the  other  is  dill  more  valuable,  and  is  in  the  poflcfllon 
of  the  proprietor.  The  great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are  car- 
penters, fdilors,  and  Hihcrmcn ;  there  are  a  few  anchor  fmiths, 
and  weavers. 

The 
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The  rent  of  the  houfcs  in  North-Leith  is  valued  at  L.  500 
per  annum.  The  tithe  of  fi(h,  which  belongs  to  the  kirk-fcf* 
iion^  yields  L.  63  :  los,  but  that  arifes  chiefly  from  the  dry 
fifli  from  Zetland ;  this  was  purchafed  from  Lord  Holyrood- 
houfe,  who  fucceeded  the  abbot  of  thatname^  at  iSoomerksy 
and  is  part  of  the  fund  for  paying  the  minifters  ftipend. — ^The 
valued  rent  of  theparifli  is  L«  1220  Scotch. 

Haddocks  ufed  to  be  plenty  on  the  coaft,  but  of  late  they 
have  difappeared;  they  were  in  greateft  perfeAion  in  the 
months  of  May  and  June.  There  are  abundance  of  lobfttrSy 
oyfttrs,  and  mufcles  in  the  neighbourhocyl ;  the  lobfters  arc 
in  feafon  in  the  fummer  months}  the  oyfters  and  mufcleS} 
from  September  to  May.  There  are  no  fea  weeds  of  any  con* 
fequence,  a  few  arc  fometimes  caft  afliore  with  an  £aft  wind^ 
but  are  fcarce  worth  gathering  for  manure. 

By  an  account  taken  from  the  cuftbm-houfe  books,  where 
an  txzOi  regifter  of  (hips  belonging  to  the  place  is  kept,  it  ap- 
pears, that  in  the  beginning  of  this  year  (i79i))  there  were 
165  veflels  of  diflTerent  burthens ;  their  tonnage  amounted  to 
1 6,445  ^^"^»  ^"^  ^'^^y  ^^^c  navigated  by  9 15  men  and  70  boys. 
The  principal  trade  of  the  place  is  to  the  Baltic,  which  of  late 
years  has  greatly  increafed,  and  a  number  of  ingenious  fpi- 
rited  merchants  have  engaged  in  it. 

ForVifications  and  Bridge, — A  citadel  was  ere^ed  by  Oliver 
Cromwell,  with  five  bailions,  three  of  which  remain,  and  two 
of  the  gates."  It  was  in  a  great  meafure  demolifhed  after  the 
Reftoration,  and  the  fite  of  it  given  to  the  Duke  of  Lauder- 
dale, from  whom  the  Council  of  Edinburgh  were  obliged  to 
purchafe  it  for  the  enormous  fum  of  L.  6000.-— About  ten  years 
ago,  a  battery  of  nine  guns  was  ere£led  to  the  weft  of  the  ci- 
tadel, for  the  defence  of  the  harbour,  occafioned  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  Paul  Tones  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  three  arm- 
ed 
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ed  TefleUf  who  fpread  a  general  alarm  orer  the  whole  cosft, 
and  threatened  to  detlroy  the  (hips  both  in  the  roadj  and  in 
the  harbour*  An  ofikeri  with  eighteen  or  twenty  artillery 
men  conftantly  refide  in  the  battery^  and  keep  it  in  ezceUeot 
order  i  it  woald  accommodate  a  much  larger  number,  and  it 
has  been  propofed  to  make  it  the  head  quarters  of  the  compa- 
ny. 

Th^t^  was  a  ftone  bridge  of  three  arches,  acrofs  the  harbour, 
HCQT  the  church,  which  was  built  originally  by  the  abbots  of 
Holyrood'hoofe;  and  fcems  to  have  been  rebuilt  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  North  Leich)  in  the  year  i6o2»  A  toll  was  then 
levied  upon  it  for  e^ery  horfe,  cow^  and  iheep,  and  every  man 
and  woman  with  a  burden  $  but  there  it  no  mention  made  of 
acarriage  of  any  kind,  which  (hews  that  there  were  then  none  in 
the  country.  The  bridge  became  afterwards  the  property  of  the 
Town  Council  of  Edinburgh,  by  a  grant  from  Charles  L  and 
is  now  temoved  to  enlarge  the  harbour,  a  new  draw  bridge 
having  been  lately  built,  a  little  farther  down.  There  is  only 
one  turnpike  road  in  the  pariih,  upon  which  there  is  a  toll  bar 
hard  by  the  church  yard. 

EcclefiBftical  S/a/#,  Bnd  Pflor.— The  patronage  is  ve(ted  in 
the  heads  of  families  \  and  to  their  honour,  for  thefe  hundred 
years,  they  have  been  unanimous  in  the  choice  of  their  mi- 
nifters.  The  Archbiflu>p  of  St.  Andrews  and  the  Biihop  of  £- 
diaburgh  gave  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  but  the  pari(hion- 
era  always  prevailed. 

Both  the  church  and  manfe  are  as  old  as  the  times  of  po- 
pery, but  they  have  undergone  a  variety  of  repairs  \  the  church 
received  a  very  confiderable  one  in  the  year  1736,  when  it  was 
in  a  great  meafure  rebuilt.  Both  the  church  and  manfe  are 
upheld  by  the  kirk-fc(&on,  who  likewifc  pay  all  the  ftipcnd,  ex- 
cept 4C0  merkb  paid  by  the  pariih  of  St«  Cuihbert's>  in  confe* 

qucBCC 
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|ucnce  of  tbe  baronies  of  Ncwhaven  and  HiHhoufefield  bci«g 
Annexed  to  North  Leith.  The  living  al(^ether,  inclodiog 
manfc  and  glebe,  may  he  worth  L.  140  per  annum*  but  tt  d«« 
ptnds  much  on  the  incumbent  being  well  with  his  people ;  the 
legal  ftipend  does  not  exceed  L.  8o«  The  reft  b  Tolontary«  . 
Tlie  number  of  poor  upon  the  kirk-feffibn's  roll  is  about  (ix* 
ty»and  they  are  chiefly  fupported  by  the  poUci^iopsat  the  church 
doors ;  the  fum  expended  upon  thnn>  and  in  educatiag  their 
children,  is  about  L.  loo  per  annum.  In  the  winter  1782» 
when  the  meal  was  at  as  Jod  a  ftone,  the  bhabicants  made  a 
contribution  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent,  by  which  means  they 
got  meal  at  is  per  peck,  when  the  maiket  price  was  is  jd. 

Mifcellanetms  Remarks.'^Tht  univerfal  fuel  is  coal^  which 
cofts  about  los  <)d  the  dea)  of  23  cwt. 

Beef  and  mutton  vary  according  to  the  feafon,  at  a  mediuni 
they  may  be  about  3f  or  4d  per  lb.  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable 
that  in  the  year  1781,  when  a  fleet  of  near  600  fail  can^  to 
the  road,  and  continued  for  feven  or  eight  weeks,  they  did  not 
raife  the  ptice  of  provifions.  Such  a  quantity  of  rivres  of  all 
kinds  was  crowded  into  the  place,  that  near  30,000  ftrangera 
were  amply  fupplied,  aod  the  inhabitants  felt  ne  ioconveni* 
ence;  garden  ftuflls  in  particular  abounded,  which  proved  a 
moft  feafonable  relief  to  the  feamen,  many 'of  whom  were  af» 
fiiftcd  with  the  fcurvy.  Befides  the  large  fleet  b4>und  to  the 
Baltic,  there  were  fourteen  (hipe  of  the  line,  and  upwards  of  fif* 
ty  merchantmen  from  Jamaica,  which  n^ade  a  grand  and 
beautiful  appearance. 

There  is  a  light  houfc  with  reflefting  lamps  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,  and  a  beacon  a  mile  diftant  from,  thence. 

There  is  an  eftabliihed  fchool  in  the  pariOi,  where  about  69 
fcholars  attend.  The  fchoolmafter's  falary  is  L.  8  :  6  :  Sd, 
md  he  i%  ^Upwed  L.  5  annually,  for  being  fellion  clerk.    His 

(chool 
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fthool  wages  for  teaching  Latin,  is  55  a  quarter,  for  writiif 
and  arithmetic  the  fame,  and  for  reading  Englilh,  3s.  His  fees 
for  proclamation  of  banns  b  48  xod^  for  regiftering  bkths 
and  baptifms  is  2d« 

A  funday  fchool  was  eftaUifhed  in  the  pari(h  three  years  a* 
go,  where  100  children  attend,  and  it  is  of  the  greatefl  bene- 
fit to  the  place ;  young  people,  who  formerly  were  brought  up 
in  the  profoundeft  ignorance,  and  grofly  mifpent  the  fabbsth 
day,  are  now  taught  a  reverence  for  it,  and  are  educated  in  the 
principles  of  religion  and  morals.  The  mafter  b  allowed  fire 
guineas  a  year,  by  the  Society  for  promoting  Religious  Elnow- 
ledge  among  the  Poor.- 


It  might  have  been  neccflary  to  have  enlarged  this  part  of 
the  work  confiderably,  and  for  that  purpofe  to  have  made  more 
extenfiye  inquiries  into  the  ftatiftical  circumftances  of  Edin- 
burgh and  its  neighbourhood,  had  not  William  Creech,  £fq. 
a  refpe£lable  magiftrate  of  that  city,  paid  particular  attention  to 
fuch  inquiries,  which  led  him,  fome  years  ago,  to  draw  up  a 
comparative  view  of  Edinburgh  in  J  763  and  1783  ;  contab- 
ing  many  curious  particulars,  not  only  relative  to  that  city,  but 
to  Scotland  in  general,  with  many  important  obfenrations  in 
regard  to  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  that  period  in 
the  mode  of  living,  arts,  commerce,  literature,  manners,  &c« 
of  the  inhabitants*  As  Mr  Creech  very  readily  agreed  to  car- 
ry down  that  information  to  the  prefent  period,  it  precludes 
the  neceflity  of  any  farther  inveftigation  of  that  nature.  The 
reader  is  therefore  referred  to  the  following  appendix  for  the 
ftatifiical  progrefs,  and  prefent  ftate  of  Edinburgh,  and  alfo  for 
an  interefting  paper  refpe£ling  fuch  extraordinary  phyfical 
phenomena  as  have  occurred  in  Scotland^  for  Ibme  years  paft. 
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EDINBURGH, M  DCC  XCIIL 


LETTERS 


TO 


Sm     JOHN    SINCIAJR,     Bart. 


LETTER    FIRST, 


Tempora  mi^tafttur,  ei  nos  mutamur  in  illis. 


S  I  R, 

I  HAVE  often  thought^  that  it  might  not  only  be  entertaining^ 
but  ufeful,  to  remark,  from  time  to  timei  the  Ticilli- 
tudes  in  civilized  fociety,  and  the  progrefs  of  its  manners  ; 
and,  hj  comparing  the  prefent  with  the  paft,  to  examine, 
whether,  as  individuals,  or  as  a  people,  we  were  improving 
or  declining. 

It  is  frequently  diiEcult  to  aflign  a  reafon  for  the  revolutions 
which  take  place  in  the  circumftances  and  manners  of  a  coun- 
try, or  to  trace  the  caufes  that  have  occafioned  a  change ;  but, 
it  is  evident  that  the  firft  ilep  towards  inveftigating  the  caufe, 
18  to  (late  th«  fa£k8«  A  plan  of  this  kind,  frequently  repeated, 
might  be  of  great  utility,  by  leading  to  cultivation  and  im« 
provement  in  fome  things,  and  to  correAion  or  prohibition  in 
others ;  while  it  would,  at  the  fame  tiipe,  afibrd  a  valuable 
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fund  of  fa£ls  for  the  annalift^  the  philofophery  and  the  his- 
torian. 

Every  perfon,  whofe  recollection  extends  but  to  a  £nr  years 
paft,  mud  be  ftnfible  of  a  very  ftriking  difieience  in  the  ex- 
ternal appearance  of  Edinburgh,  and  alfo  in  the  mode  of  liv* 
ing»  trade,  and  manners  of  the  people. 

Let  us  ftate  a  comparifon,  for  inftance,  no  farther  hack  than 
between  the  year  1763  and  the  year  1783,  and  from  thence 
to  1793)  and  many  features  of  the  prefent  time  will  probaUy 
appear  prominent  and  ftriking,  .which,  in  the  gradual  pro* 
grefs  of  fociety,  have  pafled  altogether  unnoticed,  or  hare 
been  but  faintly  perceived.  So  remarkable  a  change  is  not  per- 
haps to  be  equalled,  in  fo  (hort  a  period,  in  any  city  of  Eu- 
rope ;  nor  in  the  fame  city  for  two  centuries,  taking  all  the 
alterations  together.— When  the  plans  at  prefent  in  contem« 
plation  are  completed,  Edinburgh  will  be  the  mod  beautiful 
and  pi^urefque  city  in  the  world. 

In  1763— 'Edinburgh  was  almoft  entirely  confined  within 

the  city-walls.    The  fuburbs  were  of  fmall  extent.    Nicd- 

fon's  Street  and  Square,   Chapel-ftreet,    the  greater  part  of 

Brifto-ftrect,  Crichton-ftrcet,  George's  Square*,  Tcviot-row, 

Buccleugh-ftreet,  St  Patrick's  Square,  &c.  &c.  to  the  fouth,    j 

were  fields  and  orchards.    To  the  north,  there  was  no  bridge ; 

and  (tin  of  late)  the  New  Town,  with  all   its  elegant  and 

magnificent  buildings,  fquares,  rows,  courts,  &c.  extending 

upwards  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  near  half  a  mile  in  brcadcb, 

did  not  exift  f .    It  may  with  truth  be  faid,  that  there  is  not 

now 
'I 

NOTES. 
*  What  is  now  George*s  Square  was  ia  1763  Ro&J*ark.    It  vas  pmtkaH 
for  L..1100 ;  and  the  ground-rents  now  yield  above  L.xooo  fteiiiogjiirr  cm  ; 
^o  the  proprietor. 

t  The  ^orth  Bridge  was  a^arly  completed  in  X769,  when  one  atdi,  o^ 
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now  m  Europe  a  more  beautiful  terrace  than  Prince's  Street ; 
nor  a  loore  elegant  ftrect  than  George-ftreet.  The  views  from 
Queen- (treet,  to  the  north,  exhibit  a  fcene  of  grandeur  and 
beauty  unpara^elled  in  any  city* 

It  is  a  moderate,  calculation  to  fay,  that  three  miilions  Ster* 
ling  have  been  expended  on  building,  and  puUic  improve- 
meatSi  in  and  about  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  fince  1763  ;  the 
environs  of  which  cannot  be  furpafled  in  views  of  the  fublime^ 
the  pi£^urefque,  and  the  beautiful. 

In  17^3— People  of  quality  and  falhion  lived  in  houfes, 
^which,  in  1783,  were  inhabited  by  tradefmen,  or  by  people  in 
humble  and  ordinary  l^fe.  The  Lord  Jujiia  CUrk  Timufo/iTs 
houfe  was  poflefled  by  a  Frtfich  Tfochtr — Lord  Pr^fident  Crai* 
^t/j  houfe  by  a  R9Upifig'WJfe  or  Salei'iv^man  ^f  old furmiurt 
— and  Lord  Drumnioris  houfe  was  left  by  a  Chairman  for 
want  of  accommodation  *• 

In  1786— A  bridge  to  the  fouth^  over  the  G>wgate  Ilreet, 
was  built,  and  the  areas  for  building  {hops  and  houfes  on  the  eafl: 
and  weft  Gde  of  it,  fold  higher  than  perhaps  ever  was  known 
in  any  city,  (even  in  Rome,  during  the  mod  flouriihing  times  of 

the 
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the  abutments  to  the  footh,  feU  fuddenly  on  the  8th  of  AaguA  of  that  year, 
and  buried  9  people  in  the  ruins. 

Three  or  four  fcattered  houfes  were  then  built  in  the  New  Town.  It  was 
fercral  years  after  the  bridge  was  rebuilt,  before  people  took  coura^  to  ttt€t 
hovTcsinthe  New  Town. 

.  *  The  houfe  of  the  Duke  of  Douglas  at  the  Union,  is  now  poffefled  by  a 
whceUwtight.  Oiircr  CromweU  once  lived  b  the  late  gloomy  Chambers  of 
the  Sheriff  Clerk.  The  great  Marquis  of  Arg>'le's  houfe,  in  the  CafUehill, 
wfts  poflbflcd  by  a  holier,  at  L,  11  per  anmum.  The  houfe  of  the  late  Prrfi* 
<icQt  Dundu  vho  died  in  Dec  1787,  is  now  poiTcned  by  an  iron-monger,  at 
his  dwelling  houfe  and  ware-room.— A  houfe  lately  inhabited  by  one  of  tho 
jnrdeat  Lords  of  SeJSon  is  aowp«fl(e(red  by  a  Taylor. 
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die  republic  or  the  empire),  to  wit,  at  the  rate  of  no  Ida  than 
L.  96,000  per  ftatute  acre ;  and  feme  areas  at  the  rate  d 
L.  1 09,000  ^r  acre :— and,  in  1790,  the  area  at  tbc  eaft  cad 
of  Milne's  Square,  fold  for  above  L.  1 51,000/rr  acre  ! 

In  March  1792 — Hie  ground  for  9  houfes  on  the  north  of 
Charlotte's  Square  fold  for  L.  2480  or  L.  9  per  foot  in  hoot, 
befides  L.  6  yearly,  for  every  42  feet  in  front. 

The  foundation-ftone  of  the  South  Bridge,  over  the  (beet  of 
the  Cowgate,  vas  laid  on  the  ift  of  Anguft,  1785  *.  The 
Bridge,  confiding  of  22  arches,  was  built— the  old  houfes 
were  removed — elegant  new  houfes  on  both  fides  were  finiflicd 
—the  (hops  occupied — and  the  ftreet  opened  for  carriages  b 
March  1788— an  operation  of  aftoni(hing  celerity!  .By 
this  change,  Niddr/s,  Merlin's,  and  Pebbles'  wynds  (or  lanes) 
were  annihilated }  and  the  oldeft  ftone  building  in  Edinbur^ 
was  pulled  down,  where  Queen  Mary  lodged  the  night  after 
the  battle  of  Carbeny  hill  f.  It  was  then  the  Vufe  of  Sir  Si- 
mon  Prefton  of  Craigmiller,  Lord  Provoft  of  Edinbuiigh,  1 5  67. 

In  1783 — Acommunication  (towards  the  Ca(Ue)betwccn  the 
Old  and  the  New  Gty,  was  begun  by  means  of  an  immenfe 
mound  of  earth,  above  800  feet  in  length,  acrofs  a  deep  mo* 
rafs,  and  made  paflable  for  carriages  in  3  years.  Whilfl  the 
mound  was  forming,  it  funk  at  different  periods,  above  89 
feet  on  the  weft  fide,  and  was  again  filled  up.  Eighteen  hun- 
dred cart-load.s  of  earth,  from  the  foundations  of  the  houfes 
then  diggbg  in  the  New  Town,  were  (upon  an  average)  laid 

upon 


MOTES. 
*  On  diggiBg  the  fonndatioii,  which  was  no  kfs  than  as  (cct  deep,  masy 
amis  of  Edward  I.  II.  and  III.  were  found. 

t  See  an  Account  and  Plate  of  this  Konfc  ia  Ihe  Gcntknaii's  Msgasifif , 
about  three  or  four  years  t^g7» 
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Upon  this  rooundf  every  day*  This  is  a  work  unrivalled  by 
any  but  Alexander  the  Great's  at  Tyre  ♦• 

The  extent  of  Edinburgh  at  prefent  is  as  foUowsi— From 
the  weft  end  of  Fountain-bridge,  to  the  eaft  end  of  Abbay 
Hill  is  above  two  Engliih  miles.  From  firoughton  on  the 
north  to  the  Grange  Toll-bar  on  the  fouth,  is  about  two  £ng<<i 
liih  miles.— ^The  circumference,  by  the  report  of  a  Gentle- 
man who  walked  round  it  with  a  view  to  afcertain  this  pointy 
is  as  nearly  as  he  could  eftimate,  feveti  Englifli  miles. 

In  1786'^The  valued  rents  of  houfes  in  Edinburgh,  which 
pay  cefs  or  land  tax,  were  more  than  double  what  they  were 
in  1763  ;  and  in  179  c  they  were  more  than  triple  f* 

Vol.  VI.  4  E  In 
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^  Th«  height  of  this  mmitid,  from  the  futface  df  the  ground,  which  wat 
fonneriy  a  kke,^  it  at  the  fouth  end  9a  feet,  and  at  the  north  end  58  feet. 
The  quantity  of  earth  that  appears  at  prefent  above  the  furface,  meafurcs 
^90,1 67  cubical  yards;  and,  it  is  moderate  to ^ay,  that  iialf  as  much  is  below 
the  iurface.  This  makes  the  mound,  as  it  (lands  at  prefent,  435,250  cubical 
yards  of  traTellcd  or  carried  earth.  Then,  allowing  three  cait-ldads  to  'each 
cubical  yard  of  earth,  there  mnft  be  1,305,7^0  cart-ioads  in  this  mound !  It 
began  by  the  magiilrates  accommodating  the  builder^  in  the  New  Town  with 
a  place  to  lay  their  nibbifli ;  and  this  noble  and  ufefnl  commnnicaLtion  coft  the 
eity  onty  the  ezpence  of  fpreading  the  earth.  Had  the  city -paid  for  digging 
and  driving  the  earth,  St  woold  have  coft  thera  L.  3^,643 ;  15  fteriiogi^-fuppo* 
ftngthe  digging,  carting,  and  driving,  as  low  as  64.  per  carl*load.  It  is  not 
yet  nearly  completed  to  its  full  breadth. 


t  'n  1635— The  rcntt  within  the  city  wert            * 

L.  19,11  z  zo 

0 

lni688» 

•            • 

44,353    * 

% 

Ini75i,        - 

•            * 

-      31,497    0 

0 

In  1783,                       - 

• 

$A,^^^  0 

D 

In  1786— The  valued  rents  weK  above 

«            dt 

66poo    0 

0 

In  1792, 

•*■ 

^,997  fo 

• 

in  T791,  with  Leith  and  Canongate, 

- 

zo3,9a»    0 

0 

la  179*,                .     do. 

•>             • 

106,602    0 

0 

N.B. 


586  Siatifiicai  AccQum 

In  1763-^1116  reYcnuc  of  the  Ptoft  Office  of  Edtiibtti];^ ' 
L.  1 1|942  per  annum. 

In  1 783— »The  fame  rerenoe  was  vfiwatds  of  L.  40^0009  and 
h  fince  ranch  increafird  *• 

In  1763 — ^There  were  two  ftage-coaches  ^>^  three  hor- 
fetf  a  coachman^  and  pofttlion  to  each  coach,  which  went 
to  the  port  of  Leith  (a  mtk  and  a  half  diftanl)  every  hour  fmm 
eight  in  the  morning,  till  eight  at  night,  and  conf«med  a  full 
hour  upon  the  road.  There  were  no  other  ftage- coaches  in 
Scotlandi  except  one,  which  fet  out  once  a  month  for  Lon- 
don, and  it  was  from  twtfve  tojitttetn  days  upon  the  journey. 

In  1783 — ^There  were  five  or  fix  ftage-coaches  to  Leidi  c- 
very  hilf  hour,  wliich  ran  it  in  fifteen  minutes.  Dunn,  who 
opened  the  magnificent  hotck  an  the  New  Town,  was  the  firft 
pcrfon  who  attempted  a  Aage-coach  to  Dalkeith,  a  village  fix 
miles  diftant-^There  are  now  ftage-coaches,  flies,  and  dSi- 
gences,  to  every  confiderable  town  in  Scotland,  and  to  many 
of  them  two,  three,  four,  and  five :  To  London  there  were 

no 


MOTES. 
^  N.  B.-^One-^fth  is  dcdoflcd  from  the  real  rent  in  ftating  tbe  cc6.— ^-' 
LeIth  and  Canofigate  are  not  included  in  the  above,  (escept  in  the  two  bflam- 
dei,)  though  now  one  city  with  Edinknrgh.  The  Talaation  is  confined  to  the 
tvyalty  only.  Araot  thlnki  the  real  rent  ia  a  half  mote  than  the  vafaicd 
rent.    Bee  hU  Hift.  p.  339. 

*  In  169S,  Sir  Robert  Sinclair  of  Stevenfon  had  a  grant  from  King  Wil- 
liam of  the  whdle  revenue  of  the  Poll  Office  of  Scotland,  with  a  penfion  of 
L.  500  ^r  mmuM^  to  keep  np  the  poft.  Sir  Robert,  after  deUberation,  gave 
«p  the  grant,  as  thinking  it  difadvantageout. 

'  A  curious  ffiO  miy  alTo  be  here  inferted.  In  1634,  Charies  L  gave  a  g^ant 
to  Meflrs  Dalmahoyyand  Davidfon,  for  the  escbfive  &le  of  Tobacco  in  the 
kingdom  of  Scothmd,  for  the  ipaee  of  feven  yearSk  upon  their  paying  into  the 
Exchequer  L.  100, ^rmnmm* — ^From  x  790  to  X79X,  the  vwcfioe  arifi^g  from 
Tobacco  (CaAoffls  and  Excife)  was  L.  6»«aix  :  6, 
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po  lefs  thao-faty  iVage-coaches  monthlyi  or  fifteen  e?ery  weeky 
and  thej  reached  the  capital  in  four  dafs : — And^  in  1786^ 
^woof  thefc  ftage-coacheS)  (which  fet  out  daily )|  reached  Lon- 
don injixty  iMun^  by  the  fame  road  that  required  twelve  or 
^xteen  days  for  the  cftabhibed  cwfih  in  1763  ?• 

In  1763— The  hackiiey<>>coa^8  in  Edinburgh  were  few  in 
number^  and  perhaps  the  wof  ft  of  the  kind  in  Britain. 

In  1783 — The  number  of  hackney-coaches  was  more  than 
tripled,  and  they  were  the  handfomeft  carriages,  and  had  the 
beCk  horfes  for  the  purpofe,  of  any  withqut  cxcepliop»  in 
Europe.  In  1 790,  many  el^nt  hackaey*chariots  were  added. 
There  are  no  other  of  the  kind  in  Britain  that  ply  the  ftreetsf* 

In  1783 — Triple  the  number  of  mercfaant8»  phyficiansi  furr 
geons,  &c.  kept  their  own  carriages,  that  ever  did  ux  any  for- 
mer period  i  smd  the  number  iy  fince  increafed. 

In  1783 — Several  Prefbyt^ian  minifters  in  Edinburgh^  and  ^ 
Profeflbrs  in  tl^e  Univerfity,  kept  their  own  jcarriages^  a  cir- 
cumftance  which,  in  a  circumfcribed  walk  of  life  as  to  incomf , 
does  honour  to  the  literary  abilities  of  nuiny  of  them,  and  is 
uaeq)i%llc4  in  any  former  period  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Church, 
or  of  the  Univerfity. 

In  1763 — Literary  property,  or  authors  acquiring  monej 
by  ihfir  writings,   was  hardly  known  in  Scotland:   David 

4  £  2  Hunie 

NOTES.. 
*  A  perfon  mxf  tkom  fet  out  oa  Sanilay  afternoon  after  divine  iervice  from 
Edinburgh  to  London ;  may  (lay  a  whole  day  in  t.ondon ;  and  be  again  in  £' 
dinburgh  on  Saturday  at  fix  in  the  morning !  The  diftance  from  Edinburgh 
to  London  is  400  miles.— —-Forty  years  ago,  it  was  common  for  people  to 
make  their  will,  before  fettiag  out  on  a  London  journey. 

t  One  hackney-eoadi  lately  coft  a  hundred  gnineas»  and  the  two  horfes 
•tgl^ty  guineas. 
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Hume  and  Dr  Robertfon  had  indeed^  a  very  few  years  before, 
fold  fome  of  their  works-;  the  one^  a  part  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Britain^  for  L;  200 ;  the  other,  the  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  £or 
L. (5od ;— -each  atols.  in  quarto^ 

In  1783 — ^Thc  value  of  literary  property  was  carried  higher 
by  the  Scots  than  ever  was  known  among  any  people.  Da* 
vid  Hume  received  L.  5000  for  the  remainder  of  his  Hiftory  of 
Britain ;  and  Dr  Robertfon,  for  his  fecond  work,  received 
L.  4500.  In  fcrmon*writtng  the  Scots  have  alfo  excelled  1 
and,  alchough,  in  1763,  they  Were  reckoned  remarkably  de- 
ficient in  this  fjptcics  of  compoGtion,  yet,  1783,  a  minifter 
of  Edinburgh,  wrote  ^e  moft  admired  fermons  that  ever  were 
publifhed,  and  obtained  the  higheft  price  that  ever  was  given 
for  any  work  of  the  kind, 

N.  B.  The  merit  of  thefe  fermons  obtained  far  Dr  Blair  a 

penGon  of  L.  200  per  annum. 
•  Previous  to  1*75*3,  the  Scots  had  made  no  very  dtftinguiflied 
'figure  in  literature  as  writers,  particularly^  in  the  departments 
of  Hlftotyvnd' Belles  Lettres.  Lord  Kamesh>d,  in  the  year 
before,  (1^11762),  publiihed  his  Elements  of  Criticifm  ;  Hwne 
and  Robertfon  had  made  their  fird  eiLys  In  the  line  of  Hifto* 
ry,  a  (hort  time  before,  as  mentioned  above. 

In'i783^The  Scots  had  diftinguiflied  themfelvcs  in  a  re- 
fnarWable  manner  in  many  departments  of  literature ;  and, 
witliin  the  (hort  period  of  twenty  years,  Hume,  Robertfon, 
Kames,  Orme,  Dalrymples  (Sir  David  and  Sir  John),  Hen* 
ry»  Tytlers  (father  and  fon),  Watfon,  Reid,  Beattie,  Ofwald, 
Fcrgufon,  Smith,  Montoddo  (Burnet),  Oregorlcs  (father  and 
fon),  CHllen,  Homes  (poet  and  phyGcian),  Monros  (father  and 
fon)y  Black,  Dunc^in,  Hunter,  Stewart  (father  and  fon,)  Stuart 
(Dr  Gilbert),  Blair,  Mackenzie,  Campbell,  Gerard,  Miller, 
]^I;icpherfon,  Biydpae,  Moore,  Smellie^  MicUCjCillies,  Adam, 

Sinclair, 
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Sinclair,  and  many  other  eminent  Mrritcrs,  too  numerous  to 
mention,  have  appeared. 

In  1764— A  riding  fchool  was  built  by  fubfcription,  i'%\ 
feet  long  by  42  broad.  This  inftitution*  afterwards  re^thed 
a  Royal  charter,  wkh  a  falary.  of  L.aoo'/^r  annum  i\Q  the 
mailer. 

>     In  1764— «-The  firft*  academy  ia  the  kingdom,  for  teftcUing 
languageandlcience  to  thedeaf  anddumb^  wasbegun^ 

In  1764 — ^The  Speculative  Society  was  iaftituted  by  fixr  ftu* 
^nt$  then  at  the  UniverGty,  for  .improilement  in  compdrition 
and  public  fpeakmg*  f  This  Society  afterwacdi  built  a  h^U;writh^ 
in  the  (Jniverfity,  and  furniihed  a  Library  for  the  Ufe-  of;  (he 
Members*  The  inditution  has  been  highly  ufeful.*  It^can 
now  boaft  of  eminent  members  in  the  Senate,  in  the*  Pulpit, 
in  Profeflbrs  diaifsin.the  Univerfitiefli  ix  the  Bar,  in  Medi- 
cine, and  in' vs^rious  dq)arttnents  of  Ufe«  < 

In  i783-~The  Society  of  Antiquaries  was  conftitute.d  by 
Royal  charter*,  and  in  1792,  publifliedfihe  firft  Volume  of  thejr 
Tranfa£lions« 

In  i7i{3-«»The  Royal  Society  o££<db)hurgh  wa^  conftip^itql 
by  Royal  charter,  and  publiflitd  the,  firft  voluipe  of.  their 
Traniai^onsin  March  i78&«  snda.&cofidiA  1790.;     ^^, .' 

From  J  780  to  x786*-£dinburgh  pcoddced  xwo'  periodical 
papers,  the  Minrori  .and  the  Lounger,  .which  have  mftj^ith 
much  public  approbation.  -  Nootl^erperiodical  paper  of.  p^e 
has  appeared  in  Britaki  Cnce  ih^  Wprld  sind  the.  QonpqiiTeur, 
iu  1753  and  i754«,  '  .,  .     I   . ;,  ;  :.:,. 

In  i786--i^A  Chamber  of  Co04ierce  was  ccnTQ,hut&d  by 
Royal  charter,  for  prote£ling  and.  encouraging  the  compiler- 
cial  and  manufafturmg  interefts^of  tho  toukitry.  This  infti- 
tution  has  led  the  jiubCc  attention.to  ni4t)y  u|cf ol  obje^^  and 
has  obtained  many  falutary  regulatidbs  and  laws  xeipedliiig 
the  general  commerce  of  the  country. 

There 
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There  wae  no  law,  in  Scotland,  making  tlK  wilful  finkinf 
<rf  fbipe  a  capital  crime,  till  obtained  by  means  of  this  cbam- 
ber. 

The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Chamber  are  frnt- 
ed  every  year,  aM  diftributed  to  the  members  on  the  third 
Wednefday  of  January. 

In  lypo^-A  fodety  ion  the  impnnreraent  of  wool  was  infii- 
tuted  by  Sir  John  Sinclair.  This  inftitution  has  bad  the  efed 
of  foufing  attention  to  this  valuable  article  of  manofaQure-, 
nnd  has  excited  much  emulation  among  the  fanners  and  gen- 
tlemen. Much  labour  and  expence  has  been  beftowed  in  coU 
lefiing  the  bcft  breeds  of  flieep,  foreign  and  domcftic^  and 
Ipreading  them  over  the  country. 

In  lyj^i— A  Society  was  iniBtutcd  by  a  few  lay  fims  of 
Clergymen,  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  (tf  the  dergy  of  the 
eftabliihed  church  of  Scotland;  and  in  1792,  the  (ufafcribccs 
to  this  laudable  purpofe  were  fo  coniiderable,  that  they  obtain* 
ed  a  Royal  charter  of  Incorporation* 

The  ftipends  of  the  clergy,  it  muft  be  allowed,  have  vtA 
Icept  pace  with  the  ihcreafing  progrtfs  and  commerce  of  the 
country.  It  is  of  great  importance  to  (bciety  that  fome  means 
ihould  be  devifed  to  make  the  fituadon  of  dicb  families  as 
comfortaUe  as  poflabie< 

In  1 763— The  ftock  of  the  Society  ibr  propagating  Chriftian 
Knowledge  amounted  to  L.  30,000^ 

In  1792,  the  fame  ftock  amounted  to  about  L.  ioo,oco. 
This  fund  it  is  believed  is  moft  faithfully  apfjied  to  the  object 
of  the  inftitution.  An  hundred  and  fixty  thouland  children 
have  been  educated  by  this  fociety,  and  there  are  ten  thou- 
fand  in  their  fthools  this  year  1792. 

The  Fund  eftabliQitd  in  1744  for  the  Minifters  widows  had 
been  cak«lated  on- fucb  juft  principles,  that  in  1791  the  ftock 
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was  above  L.  9O|O0o»— This  ftock  is  lent  out  at  prefeot  on  he* 
riuble  fecurity,  at  4J-  per  cent. 

In  1789— The  foundation  of  a  magnificent  New  College  was 
laid  on  the  16th  of  November ;  the  old  college  having  become 
ruinouS)  and  the  dafs-rooms  being  unfit  to  conts^in  the  number 
of  ftudents  who  reforted  to  this  celebrated  fchool  of  fcience  and 
literature.  So  popular  was  this  meafure,  that  in  five  months 
the  voluntary  fubicriptions  amounted  to  L^  16,869,  and  they 
are  now  L.  319600.  The  eftimate  for  completing  the  whole 
is  about  L.  63,000.  ~The  fix  columns  in  the  front  of  this  e- 
Icgant  new  building  are  not  to  be  equalled  in  Britain.  The 
ihaft  of  each  is  23  feet  high,  and  3  feet  diameter,  of  one  en- 
tire (lone. 

In  1763 — ^The  number  of  ftudents  at  the  college  of  Edin^t 
burgh  was  abouc  500. 

In  i79i-*The  number  of  ftudents  entered  in  the  college 
books  was  1255. — And  in  179a  the  number  was  1306. 

In  1777— A  new,  elegant,  and  commodious  edifice  for  a 
Grammar-fchool  was  built  by  voluntary  fubrcription-.— This 
fchool-houfe  coft  L.  4000.  Ic  confifts  of  one  great  hall,  five 
teaching  rooms,,  and  a  library,  with  fmaller  apartments. 

Jn  1763 — ^The  number  of  boys  at  the  grammar  fchool  was 
not  more  th^n  200. 

In  1783 — ^The  number  of  boys  at  the  grammar-fchool  was 
50c.— *It  is  believed,  the  moft  numerous  fchool  in  Britain. 

In  1 788— A  magnificent  pile  of  building  was  finiflied,  for 
keeping  the  public  records  and  papers  of  Scotland,  called  the 
Regifter  Office.  It  had  been  about  x  8  years  in  its  progrefs,  from 
the  time  of  laying  the  foundation  ftone.  It  has  coft  L.  36,000. 

In  1788— A  large  and  expenfive  building  was  erected  by 
fubfcription,  called  the  Circus,  for  the  purpofe  of  exhibiting 
feats  of  horfcmanftiip,  and  pantomime  entertainments.    The 
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money  received  the  firft  4  months  of  this  eihibition  ift-l^ 
L«  3000. 

In  1792— The  Circus  was  converted  intoa  Play-houle,  and 
Edinburgh  ha«  now  two  regular  Theatres. 

In  1763— There  were  two  ncwfpapers,  printed  in  Teryfjaaal! 
folio,  and  the  advcrtifcments  in  each  were  from  10  to  20. 

In  1783— .The  half  of  ian  Edinburgh  newfpaper,  which  was 
bought  in  1740,  forL.  36,  was  fold  ifbr  1300. 

In  J  790— There  were  four  cftabliflied  ne#fpapcTS. — And 
in  1792  fix  newfpapers*.  The  fize  of  the  paper  is  as  large, 
as  any  of  the  kind  in  Britain,  and  the  advertifements  in  fome 
of  them  are  from  60  to  100,  fometimes  more,  notwitUlanding 
a  heavy  and  increafed  duty  both  on  the  paper  and  advertife- 
ments. 

In  1780 — A  regiment  (the  8cth)  of  1000  men  was  raifed 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  citizens,  in  two  months. 

In  1763— There  were  396  four  wheeled  carriages  entered 
to  pay  duty,  and  462  two- wheeled  carriages. 

In  1790 — There  were  1427  four-wheeled  carriages  entered 
to  pay  duty,  and  462  two- wheeled  :  And  of  trains  and  carts 
6450.  Till  of  late  the  wains  and  carts  could  not  be  afcertained. 

In  1 763— Few  coaches  or  chaifes  were  made  in  Edinburgh. 
The  nobility  and  gentry,  in  general,  brought  their  carriages 
from  London ;  and  Paris  was  reckoned  the  place  in  Europe 
where  the  mod  elegant  carriages  were  conftru^ed. 

In  1783— Coaches  and  chaifes  were  conftmded  aselegamly 
in  Edinburgh  as  any  where  in  Europe;  and,  it  may  be  added, 
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•  The  newTpapers  printed  in  Edinburgh,  December  1 791.  are  x^.  The  Cod* 
lant; — a^^.thc  Mercury; — yf^  the  AdvertiTer; — ^^  the  Herald; — s*^t  ^ 
Caledonian  Chronicle  ; — 6/^,  the  Gazetteer. 
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tbonger  and  cheaper.  Many  were  yearly  exported  to  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  the  cities  on  the  Baltic;  and  there  was  in  1783 
an  order  from  Paris  to  a  coachmaker  in  Edinburghi  for  one 
thoufand  crane*  necked  carriages,  to  be  executed  in  three 
years.    This  trade  has  fince  greatly  increafed. 

In  1763 — There  was  no  fuch  profeiEon  known  as  aHa- 
berdaiher. 

In  1783— The  profcffionofaHaberdaflier  (which  includes 
many  trades,  the  Mercer,  the  Milliner^  the  Linen-draper,  the  Hat* 
ter,  the  HoGer,  the  Glover,  and  many  others) ,  was  nearly  the 
ixioft  common  in  town ;  and  they  have  fince  multiplied  greatly; 

In  1763 — There  was  no  fuch  profcllion  known  as  a  (Per- 
fumer :  Barbers  and  Wigmakers  were  numerous,  and  were  in 
the  order  of  decent  burgefles:  Hairdreflers  were  few^  and 
hardly  permitted  to  drefs  hair  on  Sundays;  and  many  of  them 
voluntarily  declined  iti 

In  1783 — Perfumers  had  fplendid  (hops  in  every  principal 
ftreet :  Some  of  them  advertifed  the  keeping  of  b^ars^  to  kill  oc- 
cafionally,  for  greafing  ladies  and  gentlemens  hair,  as  fuperior 
to  any  other  animal faU  Hairdreflers  were  more  than  tripled 
in  number ;  and  their  bufiefl:  day  was  Sunday.  There  was  a 
profeflbx  who  advertifed  A  Hair-drejfmg  Academy^  and  gave 
Ie£lures  on  that  noble  and  ufeful  art. 

In  1763 — There  were  no  Iron  Founderies  near  Edinburgh  ; 
—The  Carron  Company's  work  was  the  only  one  of  the 
kind  in  Scotland,  and  it  had  been  edabliOied  but  a  few  years. 

In  i792^There  were  many  extenfive  Iron  Founderies  in 
Scotland,  and  fevcral  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh.-^ 
Cad  iron  which  was  formerly  imported,  is  now  exported  in 
great  quantities. 

In  1792 — ^There  arc  feveral  Button  Manufaftories  lately  e- 
(labliflied  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh  which  were  un- 
known in  any  former  period. 
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In  i792^Manufa£lorie8  of  fhawk  and  cai&mxrs  have  been 
lately  eftablifhed  and  brought  to  wonderful  perfedion* 

It  is  eftimated  that  the  confumpt  of  coals  tn  Edinbor^  (on 
an  average)  amounts  to  500  tons  per  day. 

In  i763^The  Starch  maniifa£liire  was  Ktde  known  or 
pra£lifed ;  and  only  about  37*000  pounds  weight  were  ma- 
xittfaAured. 

In  1790— There  were  feveral  Starch  manufadoiies.    Hie 
quantity  entered  was  about  750,000  pounds  wciglit.^-— The 
increafe»  713,000  lib. 
N.  B.  A  very  great  proportion  of  this  is  ufcd  for  hair- 
powder  ;  but  the  quantity  cannot  be  afcertained,  as  the 
whole  is  entered  under  the  denomination  Starch.'^— 
One  ftarch  manufa^urer  has  paid  at  the  rate  of  L.  70c 
of  duty,  every  fix  weeks. 
In  1763 — ^The  revenue  arifing  from  the  Diftiliery,  in  Scot* 
land,  amounted  to  L.  4739  :  18  :  lod. 

In  1783— The  revenue  arifing  from  the  Diftillery  amounted 
to  L*  192,000 ;  confequently  600,000  gallons  of  fpirits  mnft  at 
lead  have  been  diftilled*.  Since  July  1786,  the  duty  has  been 
levied  by  licence  on  the  contents  of  the  dills.  The  quantity 
that  might  reafonably  be  czpe£ted  from  the  number  of  ftlHs 
entered  fhould  be  thus : 

In  the  Lowlands         1,000,000 
In  the  Highlands  696,000 


Total         1,696,000  gallons  of  fpirits. 

N.  B. 


NOTE. 
*  In  X70S— the  yew  of  the  Union,  the  qtmithy  of  fpiriu  diiUttedffMi 
Halted  corn  was  50,844-}-  gallons. 
In  1760^145^46  gallons 
In  B784— »68i503pdUoos. 
In  I7px— 1,696^000  galioBi !  as  abovc^ 
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N.  B.  The  Legiflature  would  furely  aft  wlfelyi  by  lower- 
ing the  duty  on  malt  liqttoTj  and  increafing  it  on  fpirits. — Ar* 
dent  fpirksi  fo  eafily  obtained,  are  hurtful  to  the  bealtbj  indus- 
try, and  morals  of  the  people. 

In  1763 — ^The  grofs  revenue  of  the  Excife  was  about 
L.  130,200 

In  1790 — The  grofs  revenue  of  the  Excife  was  about 
L«  500^00. 

At  the  time  of  the  Union  there  were  no  Stamp  duties  in 
Scotland. 

In  i790*The  revenue  on  Stamps  was  above  L.  80,000 
per  annum. 

In  1763—There  was  one  Glafs*houfe  at  Leith,  for  the  ma- 
nufa£lure  of  green  bottles. 

In  1783— There  were  three  Glafs-houfes ; — in  1790  there 
were  fix  i  and  as  fine  chryftal  and  window  glafs  is  made  at 
Leith  as  any  where  in  Europe. 

In  i763*The  quantity  of  Glafs  manufaftured  in  Scotland 
amounted  to  1)7691712  pounds  weight. 

In  1790— The  quantity  of  Glafs  manufaftured,  amounted 
to  9,059,904  pounds  weight. — Increafe  7)290,192. 

In  1763 — ^There  were  three  Paper  mills  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Edinburgh. 

In  1790— There  were  twelve  Paper  mills  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Edinburgh ;  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  Printing  Ps^r 
was  fent  to  London,  from  whence  it  ufed  formerly  to  be 
brought.  Some  of  thefe  Paper  mills  are  upon  a  more  exten- 
five  fcale  than  any  in  Britain. 

In  1763— The  quantity  of  Paper  manufadured  was  6400 
reams. 

In  1 79 1  —The  quantity  of  Paper  manufa£lured  was  upwards 
of  100,009  reams.    Increafe  93iteo  reams. 

N.  B. 
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N.  B.  Notwithftanding  the  aftonifliing  increafc  of  fiamp' 
duty,  and  of  paper  manufaAured,  yet  Scotland  muft 
bring  all  her  ftamped  paper  from  London.  The  rery  car- 
riage of  the  (lamped  paper  to  Edinburgh,  it  isbelievcdjCoAs 
Goyernment  L.  700 /rr  annum^  when  it  could  be  ftamped 
at  Edinburgh  for  a  trifle,  and  the  manufa£hire  of  paper 
thereby  greatly  encouraged.    The  piefent  mode  appears 
to  be  neither  juft  nor  politic. — By  the  articles  of  the  U- 
nion,  Scotland  is  entitled  to  have  a  board  of  Stamps. 
In  i763"»There  were  fix  Printing-houfes  in  Edinbui^h, 
In  1790 — There  were  fixteen  Printing-houfes  in  Edinburgh. 
In  1763 — ^The  printed  Cottons  manufactured  amounted  to 
1 50,000  yards. 

In  1790— >The  printed  Cottons  manufa£lured  amounted  to 
4,500,000  yards.    Increafc,  4,335>ooo  yards. 

In  1763— The  Royal  Bank  Stock  fold  at  the  rate  of  L.  160 
per  rfff/.— In  179K1  Royal  Bank  netu  Stock  fold  at  L.  240  per 
cent* 
N.  B.'  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
hiftory  and  progrefs  of  this  Bank.— The  capital  at  pre- 
fent  is  above  L.  600,000  \  and  the  libcf  al  fupport  it  has 
given  to  the  landed,  commercial,  and  manufa&uring  in- 
terefts  of  Scotland,  has  added  greatly  to  the  profperity 
of  the  country. 
The  original  (hares  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  or  Old  Bank, 
ofL.83:6:8,  fold,  in  1763,  at  L.  119;  and,  in  1791,  at 
L.  180. 

N*  B.  This  bank  has  lately  obtained  an  z6l  of  Parliament 
for  doubling  its  capital,  or  to  raife  it  from  L.  300,000  to 
L.  600,000. 
The  Britilh  Linen  Company's  Stock,  in  1763,  and  for  jror 
py  years  hter^  fold  at  L.  40  per  cent,  below  par* 
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In  1792 — L.  336  of  the  flock  of  this  company  fold  for 
I^  545,  that  is  L.  162 : 4  :  liper  cent. 

In  the  year  1769— The  Douglas  and  Co.  Bank  was  infti* 
tutedj  and  the  ftock  fubfcribed  amounted  to  L.  1 50|000.— 
In  a  few  years  after,  this  bank  by  mifmanagement  failed ;  and 
it  is  faidy  this  failure  occafioned  land  to  be  brought  into  the 
market,  to  the  value  of  L.  750,000. 

Although  this  iofs  was  hurtful  to  many  individuals,  the 
country  was  highly  benefited ;  for  the  money  having  been  be- 
ilowed  principally  on  the  improvement  of  the  foil,  the  gain 
ivas  lafling,  and  generaL 

In  1763 — Heriot's  Hofpital,  which  holds  a  great  deal  of 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh,  gave  feus  •  of  their  ground 
at  the  rate  of  from  3  to  4  bolls  of  barley  per  acre  per  annum. 

In  17(^0— Heriot's  Hofpital  feued  their  land  at  the  rate  of 
from  8  to  10  bolls  ^rr  acre  yearly. 

N.  B.  George  Heriot,  who  founded  this  hofpital  for  the  e- 
ducation  of  boys,  was  jeweller  to  James  VI.  of  Scotland, 
and  I.  of  England.  He  furniftied  jewels  to  Prince 
Charles,  afterwards  King  Charles  I.  when  he  went  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  1623. 
Thefe  jewels  were  never  paid  for  by  James^  but,  when 
Charles  L  came  to  the  throne,  the  debt  to  Heriot  was 
allowed  to  his  truftees,  in  part  of  their  purchafe  of  the 
barony  of  Bfoughton,  then  crown-lands  in  the  neighbour* 
hopd  of  Edinburgh.  Thefe  lands  are  now  a  part  of  the 
foundation  of  this  Hofpital,  the  revenue  of  which  is  at 
prcfent  between  L.  3000  and  L.  4000  per  annum. 
Tlie  fum  that  now  produces  this  revenue,  was,  in  i627« 

L. 
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*  A  feu  metnf  a  perpetual  grant,  on  payment  oil  certain  funiy  or  ackapnt 

tcdgemsnt  yearlf,  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 


59^  Stati/lical  Jlccotmi 

L.  29^325 :  10 :  If ;  which  was  lent  out  for  miny  years  at  b* 
tereft.  The  building  of  the  Ho^ital,  (from  a  plan  by  In^ 
Jones),  coft  L  27,000. — Inlercft  of  money  then  was  10^ 
r^/,.i..«.There  are  125  boys  in  the  Hofpital,  who  arc  main* 
tained  and  educated  from  7  to  14  years. 

The  Trinity  Hofpital  is  a  charitable  foundation  for  decayed 
burgeflcSy  or  their  widows  and  daughters,  not  under  50  years 
of  age*  The  revenue  in  land,  houfes,  and  intereft  of  money 
is  about  Im  I  !••  ^  annum^ — There  are  54  oi4  men  and  wo- 
men in  the  Hofpital,— viz.  14  men  and  40  women. 

The  Merchant  Maiden  Hofpital  is  a  charitable  foundation 
for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  daughters  of  Merchant 
burgefles  of  Edinburgh,  from  8  years  of  age  to  15.  The  re- 
venue is  about  L«  1400  per  annumm  There  are  80  girls  in  this 
Hofpital  at  preienc. 

The  Trades  Maiden  Hofpital,  is  a  chariuble  foundation  for 
the  daughters  of  decayed  tradcfmen,  members  of  the  14  incor« 
porations.  They  arc  educated  from  8  years  of  age  to  15..-.. 
The  revenue  is  about  L.  6^0  per  annum. — There  are  60  girls 
in  the  Hofpital. 

Watfon's  Hofpital  is  a  charitaUe  foundation  for  the  educa- 
tion of  boys,  the  fons  or  grand(ons  of  decayed  merchants  mem- 
bers of  the  Merchant  Company,  The  fum  mortified  for  this  pur- 
pofe  by  George  Watfon,  a  merchant  in  1727  was  L*  i2,«oo. 
-«The  revenue  of  this  Hofpital  is  now  nearly  L.  aooo  per  an* 
num.  The  boys  are  maintained  and  educated  from  eight  to 
fifteen  years  of  age.  When  put  out  apprentices,  an  appren- 
tice-fee of  h.  25  is  allowed ;  and,  if  they  have  behaved  well 
during  their  apprenticefhip,  they  are  allowed  L.  50  to  begin  the 
world.     There  arc  70  boys  in  this  Hofpital. 

The  Orphan  Hofpital  is  a  charitable  foundation  for  main- 
taining and  educating  orphans  (boys  and  girls)  from  any  quar- 
ter of  the,  kingdom.    They  are  received  at  7»  and  reown  till 
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1 3  or  14  jearsof  age.  They  are  uoght  varioos  trades.  They 
make  all  their  own  clothes,  (hoe$,  bind  their  own  book%  &c« 
Tliere  are  160  boys  and  girb  in  this  hofpital.  / 

The  ftock  of  the  Royal  lafirmary,  which  in  1750  was 
Lf  5000,  in  1790  was  L.  36,000. «-»-*This  Infirmary  admits 
above  2000  patients  annuallj  9  and,  on  an  average,  one  only 
in  25  dies.  This,  on  oomparifon  with  other  hofpttalst  is  not 
to  be  equalled  in  Europe*  An  account  of  the  mod  celebrated 
hofpitals  in  Europe  has  been  puUtOied ;  and,  in  fome>  i  in 
II  dies;  in  others,  1  in  i  j,and  1  in  i6.  It  is  daily  attended 
by  three  phyfidans ;  and  the  members  of  the  royal  CoUege  of 
furgeons  attend  monthly  in  their  turns.  •r—-Dnring  the  fitting 
of  the  College,  (from  OfiLober  to  May),  two  of  the  Profeflbrs 
of  Medicine  give  clinical  ledures,  on  the  cafes  of  a  felcded 
nomber  of  patients. 

In  17639  One  hundred  ftudents  attended  the  Infirmary* 

In  1791,  Three  hundred  and  twenty-three  ftudents  attend- 
ed the  Infirmary. 

In  1776,  A  puMte  Difj^tofary  wasbnfltby  fubferiptioni  and 
fupported  by  voluntary  contributions.— —This  charity  is  for 
patients  afHi£ted  with  chronic  difeafcs,  or  fuch  as  render  ad« 
miffion  to  an  hofpital  improper  or  unncceflary.  They  receive 
advice  and  medicine  gratis;  and,  in  the  year  179I9  no  lefs 
than  15,450  patients  had  been  relieved. 


The  firft  fpring  water  brought  to  fupply  Edinburgh  was  in 
168 1.  A  leaden  pipe  of  3  inches  bore  was  then  laid  from  Co* 
mifton,  about  3f  miles  fouth  weft  of  the  city,  by  one  Brufchiy 
a  Gcripan  engineer,  and  there  was  no  other  pipe  completed 
till  about  the  year  J  722,  when  one  of  4^^ iocies  was  laid.  Thcfc 
in  time  were  found  infufficient  for  fupplying  the  inhabitants , 
and,  in  1787,  an  iron  pipe  of  5  incbei  diameter  was  added.— 
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A  fecond  iron  pipe  of  7  incbts  diameter  was  laid  In  1790 ;  and 
additional  fprings  3  milet  farther  foutfa  than  the  former  were 
taken  in.— Thefe  pipes  hare  coft  the  city  of  Edinburgh  an  im- 
inenfe  fum  of  money,  the  laft  one  having  coft  above  L.  20,ooo« 
The  refefvoir  on  the  Caftle-hill  contains  aboat  300  tons,  and 
the  new  one  at  Heriot's  hofpttai  contains  nearly  the  fame  quan- 
tity. Edinburgh  is  amply  fupplied  with  as  fine  fpring  water 
as  any  in  Europe,  and  Leith  now  partakes  of  the  fame  advan- 
tage. On  the  loth  of  May  178a,  after  3  weeks  of  drought,- 
thefe  fprings  at  the  fountain  head,  yielded  1060.  Scots  {nnts 
(or  4240  Engliih)  per  minute,  or  3000  tons  in  24  hours.'— « 
After  fupplying  all  the  inhabitants,  a  large  ftream  of  Km- 
pid  water  runs  down  the  ftreets  for  many  hours  day  and  nighc 
The  like  is  not  to  be  equalled,  it  is  believed  in  Europe,  except 
at  Bern  in  Switzerland  ^• 

-    ■    — "^ — • — ' — ■ — ' — 

.    N   O  T  B. 

*  The  incftafe  of  mhabitants  may,  in  ibme  meafure,  be  j«d^ed  of  from  tiie 
«t>ovc  circymflance :  Before  the  above  period  they  mnft  haTt  been  iuppiM 
with  water  from  pit  wells,  of  which  great  numbers  were  on  the  ibuth  of  the 
Cowgatc-ftreet.  The  incrcafe  of  inhabitants  alfo  appears  from  a  liA  of  fami- 
lies taken  j4mM  X687,  in  the  fix  pariihcs  of  which  the  Old  Townof  Edinborgh 
then  confined.    The  number  was  as  follows  : 

In  the  North-weft  ptrifli,  or  Tolbooth  kirk  FaMiUes  5TI 

North  pariOi,  or  H^h  kirk  389 

North  parilh,  or  College  kirk  470 

South- weft  parilb,  or  Old  Greyfriais  67  a 

South  parifli,  or  Old  kirk  615 

South-eaft  pariflk,  or  Tron  kirk  ^64 

Total  Families        3,333 
At  an  average  of  ^%  to  each  family,  the  number  of  inhabitants  would  have 

keen  at  that  time  19,998,  within  tlie  walls  of  the  clty.^-^^Like  London,  the 

fuburbs  are  now  more  extenfire  than  the  city. 

In  7775«-The  number  of familic4  in  £4isburgh,  Lcith,.  and  the  fubnrVs,  a« 
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In  1763— The  (hore«daes  at  Leith  (a  fmall  tax  paid  to  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  on  landing  goods  at  the  quays)  amounted  to 
jL.  580, 

In  1 783— -The  Shore-dues  at  Leith  were  upwards  of  L«  4000. 

N.  B.  There  was  a  confiderable  importation  of  grain  to  the 

port  of  Leith  in  1783,  not  lefs  than  L.  8oo,qoo  fterling 

having  gone  out  of  Scotland  for  this  yearns  deficiency  of 

grain.      But  the  Shore-dues  are  often  above  L.  3,500 

perannumy  independent  of  any  extraordinary  importation. 

From  Nov.  1 788  to  Nov.  x  789,  they  were  L.  345  5:14:4. 

*— ~This  revenue,  from  its  nature,  mud  be  fluctuating. 

In  1 7^3 »  ^n<l  i^  fome  years  after — There  was  one  (hip  that 

made  an  annual  voyage  to  Peter(burgh  \  and  never  brought 

tallow,  if  any  other  cargo  ofiered*    Three  tons  of  tallow  were 

imported  into  Leith  in  1763,  which  came  from  Newcaftle. 

In  1783— The  ibips  from  Leith  and  the  Firth  of  Forth  to 
the  Baltic  amounted  to  fome  hundreds.    They  make  two  voy- 
ages in  the  year,  and  fometimes  three.    In  1786,  above  2500 
tons  of  tallow  were  imported  direAly  from  the  Baltic  into 
Vol,  VI.  4  G  Leith. 


NOTE. 

far  as  could  be  afcertained,  bfa  fonrejr-far  foad  moDcy,  (many  iodudri- 
oufly  avoiding  the  furrey)  amoiknted  to  X 3,806;  this,  at  the  fame  rate  of  fix 
to  a  family,  (which  is  held  to  be  a  proper  ground  of  calculation  in  Edinburgh) 
makes  the  number  of  inhabitants  89,836.     Befides,  this  number^isexdufive 

of  the  Caftle,  all  the  hofpiuls,  poor  houfts,  infirmary,  difpenlkry,  8ccl 

Amot,  upon  the  fame  data,  fays  80,836— but  this  is  a  typographical  er- 
ror.—Since  17  75,  the  city  and  fuburbs  have  been  much  eitended;  and  the 
Inhabitants  muft  alio  have  greatly  increafed. 

N.  B.  It  is  a  ftriking  faA,  that  either  the  former  population  of  Edinbui;^ 
has  been  very  erroncoufly  repreiented,  or  the  luxury  of  the  prefent  inha« 
biunts  has  increafed  in  a  very  uncommon  degree ;  becaufe,  without  much 
apparent  increafe  of  population,  the  Talued  rent  of  the  city  and  iuburls, 
according  to  the  cefs-books,  has  been  more  than  doubled. 
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I»eith«    The  importation  of  Baltic  goods  into  Leith  is  ftaipaf- 
fied  bj  only  onCf  or  at  mod  two  ports  in  Biitain. 

In  1763 — ^Every  (hip  from  London  or  Pctcriburgh  to  Ldth 
brought  part  of  her  cargo  in  foap. 

In  1783 — ^Every  (hip  that  went  from  Leith  to  London  car- 
ried away  |)art  of  her  cargo  in  foap. 

In  1763 — ^The  quantity  of  foap  manufaAurcd  was  half  a 
nullion  of  pounds  weight. 

In  i79C-*-The  quantity  of  foap  manufa£lurcd  was  fix  mil* 
lions  of  pounds.    Increafe  five  millions  and  an  half* 

In  1763— The  quantity  of  candles  that  were  entered  a- 
mounted  to  i, 400,006  lbs. 

In  1780— The  quantity  was  2,200,000  lbs. 

In  1791 — ^The  quantity  was  3,000,000  lbs.  The  increafe 
of  this  article  Oiews  the  progrefs  of  manufa£lttres»  for  it  is  be- 
lieved few  candles  are  cither  imported  or  exported. 

In  1783— The  increafe  of  tonnage  in  {hipping,  belongisg 
to  the  port  of  Leith  fince  17631  was  42,234  tons  i  and  fince 
that  period,  has  fo  greatly  increafcd,  that  magnificent  plans 
have  been  formed  for  enlarging  the  prefcnt  harbour,  which  is 
found  much  too  fmall  for  the  number  of  (hips  rcforting  to  it 
•^In  1791,  the  regiftered  tonnage  at  Leith  was  130,000  tons. 

In  1763— -There  was  no  fuch  thing  known,  or  ufed,  as  an 
umbrella ;  but  an  eminent  furgeon  who  had  occafion  to  walk 
a  great  deal  in  the  courfe  of  his  bufinefs,  ufed  one  a- 
bout  the  year  1780;  and  in  1783,  umbrellas  were  much  ufed, 
and  continue  to  be  fo,  and  many  umbrella  warehoufes  are  o- 
pened,  and  a  confiderable  trade  carried  on  in  this  article. 
»— — The  fafhion  is  fpread  through  Scotland. 

In  1763 — ^The  wages  to  maid-fervants  were,  generally, 
from  L.  3,  to  L,  4,  a  year.  They  drefled  decently  in  blue 
or  red  cloaksj  or  in  plaidsj  fuitable  to  their  ftations. 

In 


f>f  Edinburgh^  lie.  603 

In  1783— The  wages  arc  nearly  the  fame ;  but  their  drcfs 
and  appearance  are  greatly  altered,  the  maid»fervants  drei&ng 
almoft  as  fine  as  their  miftrefles  did  in  1763. 

In  1763 — Few  families  had  men-ferrants*  The  wages 
^xrere  from  L.  6  to  L;  10  per  annum. 

In  1 78  3  and  1 79 1 — Almoft  every  genteel  family  had  a  maa- 
fervant;  and  the  wages  were  fromL.  10  to  L.  20  a  year. 

In  1763— A  ftranger  coming  to  Edinburgh  was  obliged  to 
put  up  at  a  dirty  uncomfortable  inn,  or  to  remove  to  private 
lodgings.  There  was  no  fuch  place  as  an  Hotel ;  the  word 
indeed  was  not  known,  or  was  only  intelligible  to  perfons 
acquainted  with  the  French. 

In  1 7£3<-^A  ftranger  might  have  been  accommodated,  not 
only  comfortably,  but  moft  elegantly,  at  many  public  Hotels ; 
and  the  perfon  who,  in  1 763,  was  obliged  to  put  up  with  ac* 
commodation  little  better  than  that  of  a  waggoner  or  carrier, 
may  now  be  lodged  like  a  prince,  and  command  every  luxury 
of  life.  His  guinea,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  will  not  go 
quite  fo  far  as  it  did  in  i7($3* 

The  quantity  of  wheat  made  into  flour  at  the  water  of 

Leith  Mills,  belonging  to  the  incorporation  of  bakers,  was  as 

follows. 

Mid  Lothian  Bolls  *. 
In  X750  22,762 

In  1760  33»887 

In  1770  4^,8y5 

In  175^1  48,257 

This 


NOTE. 

*  Two  BolU  are  nearly  equal  to  so  Bn^Uh  quarter,  or   ^^  |mrtf  kfi  |  fr 
equal  to  about  half  a  peck* 
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This  gives  tbe  proportional  increafe  at  theCe  mills  onl j  i  for 
befides  thefe,  theie  are  Bell's  Mills,  Silver  Mills,  Canon  Mil!5» 
Leith  Mills,  &•.  that  grind  flour  for  the  dij,  all  of  winch 
have  incrcafed  their  quantities  in  proportion.  The  bakers  of 
Dalkeith,  Mufielburgh,  and  Lafwade,  alfo  fend  flour  and 
bread  to  the  Edinburgh  market-  There  muft  now  be  above 
1 50,000  bolls  of  wheat  annuall/  confumed  in  this  metropo- 
lis. 

The  quantity  of  butcher  meat,  can  onlj  be  afcertatned  bj 
the  number  of  hides ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  no  account  can  be 
obtained  of  the  quantity  brought  to  the  Edinburgh  market  by 
the  country  butchers,  who  bring  a  great  deal  thrice  every 
week  throughout  the  year. 

The  number  killed  in  Edinburgh  is  as  follows. 

In  177s— 8»3S4  oxcn,--6,792  calves,— 39,370  fiiecp— 
47,360  lambs. 

In  1776,  Edinburgh  and  Leith  included, — 10/391  oxen, 
— 8,3o;5  calves,  49,212  fliecp,  78,076  lambs. 

In  1790,  Edinburgh  only, — 11,792  oxen;  4,500  calves, 
37,390  (heep,  and  49,200  lambs. 

N«  B.  The  number  of  hogs  and  pigs  cannot  be  afcertained. 

In  1778, — ^There  were  8,400  barrels  of  oyfters  exported 
from  the  city's  fiihing  grounds.  This  trade  was  increafing  fo 
much  as  to  threaten  the  total  deftru£lion  of  the  oyfter-beds. 
The  magiftrates  have  therefore  prohibited  the  exportation, 
and  even  the  fiflung  of  oyfters  under  a  certain  fize. 

There  are  immenfe  quantities  of  Strawberries  fold  in  the 
Edinburgh  market,  during  the  ihort  period  that  they  continue 
They  are  fold,  upon  an  average,  at  6d  the  Scots  pint,  equal  to 
four  Englifli  pints,  and  without  any  ftem  or  hulk  as  in  other 
places.  It  is  eftimatedthat  100,000  Scots  or  400,000  Engliih 

pints, 
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pints  are  annually  fold,  in  faTOurable  feafons,  in  the  city  and 
fuburbs;  value  L.  ajoo.— — It  is  impoQible  to  eftimate  the 
quantity  confumed  at  the  pleafure  gardens  and  places  of  en* 
tertainment  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city.—— It  is  known 
that  an  acre  of  Strawberies  has  produced  above  L  50. 

It  is  eftimated  that  L.  xooo  a  year  is  paid  in  Edinburgh  diw 
ring  the  months  of  June,  July,  Auguft^and  September,  for 
butter  milk,  ox  four  milk,  as  it  is  called  ;  it  is  fold  at  one 
penny  the  Scotch  pint,  or  4  Englifli  pints. 

In  1763 — ^Edinburgh  was  chiefly  fuppliedwith  vegetables 
and  garden  ftuflF  from  Muflelburgh  and  the  neighbourhood, 
which  were  called  through  the  (Ireetsby  women  with  creels  or 
baflcets  on  their  backs  :  Any  fudden  increafe  of  people  would 
have  raifed  all  the  markets*  A  fmall  camp  at  Mufl'elburgh,  a 
few  years  before  had  this  eficA. 

In  1783— *The  markets  of  Edinburgh  were  as  amply  fup- 
plied  with  vegetables,  and  every  neceflary  of  life,  as  any  in 
Europe.  In  1781,  Admiral  Parker's  fleet,  and  a  Jamaica 
fleet,  conGfting  together  of  15  fail  of  the  line,  nine  frigateSf 
and  about  600  merchantmen,  lay  near  two  months  in  Leith 
Roads,  were  fully  fupplied  with  every  kind  of  provilions, 
and  the  markets  were  not  raifed  one  farthing,  although  there 
could  not  be  lefs  than  an  addition  of  20,000  men  for  fcven 
weeks. 

The  crews  of  the  Jamaica  fleet,  who  were  dreadfully  affli£l« 
ed  with  fcurvy,  were  foon  reftored  to  health  by  the  plentiful 
fupplies  of  ftrawberries,  and  frefh  vegetables  and  proviGons, 
which  they  received.  Some  merchants  in  London,  who,  either 
from  motives  of  humanity,  or  efteeming  it  a  profitable  adven- 
ture,  had  fent  four  tranfports  with  freih  proviGons  to  the  fleet, 
had  them  returned  without  breaking  bulk.  It  is  believed  that 
there  is  fcarcely  a  port  in  Great  Britain,  London  alone  except- 
ed, where  fuch  a  body   of  people   ynexpe£tedly  arriving, 

could 
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could  hate  been  fo  plentifully  fupplied,  without  increafiog  the 
price  of  provifions  confiderably  to  the  inhabitauits. 

I  (hall  now  conclude  this  long  letter.  The  fubjed  of  which 
it  treats  is  curious,  but  from  the  mutable  nature  of  human 
fociety,  it  mud  be  continually  varying. 

It  may  however  be  entertaining  and  perhaps  ufeful,  to  have 

marked  a  train  of  fa£ls  refpe£ling    our  own  ihort  period  of 

obfervation  \  although  a  few  years  hence,  a  contrail  equally  a- 

fioniOiing  and  interefting  may  be  afibrded.    No  hiftory  of  the 

time  could  have  given  fuch  a  detail.— — The  rife  and  fall  of 

nations,  and  the  progrefs  of  human  fociety,  as  conne&ed  with 

thefe  changes,  are  fubjefls  highly  interefting  to  every  contem- 

'  plative  mind.     In  my  next  I  (hall  give  you  fome  obfervations 

on  manners,  during  the  fame  period.— I  am,— with  much 

eftccm, 

SIR, 

Your  Moft  Obedient, 
.  Humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  CREECH. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    SECOND. 

Adas  par entum,  pejor  avis^  tulit 
Nos  mquiorcs,  mjx  daturos 
Progemem  vitiojiorem. 

^id  trifles  querimonia^ 
Si  mnfupplicio  culpa  reciditur  ? 
^id  leges  Jine  moribus 

Vana  proficiunt  ?  HoR» 


SIR, 

I  Shall  now  tranfmit  to  you  a  few  fads  rcfpcftlng  Edin- 
burgh, during  the  perils  mentioned  in  my  former  letter, 
which  have  a  more  immediate  connexion  with  Manners. 

A  great  city  in  modern  Europe  has  been  defcribed  to  be 
"A  huge,  diflipated,  gluttonous,  collcfted  mafs  of  folly  and 
««  wickednefs."  Perhaps  this  defcription  is  applicable,  more  or 
Icfs,  to  every  city,  as  wealth  and  luxury  incrcafe.— For  it  fcems 
to  be  a  faa  cftabliflied  by  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  that,  as 
opulence  increafes,  virtue  fubfides.  Yet,  one  fliould  not  ima- 
gine, a  jftrwri,  that  this  would  always  be  the  cafe.- But  it 

ftrongly  confirms  the  judicious  obfcrvatJon  of  Horace. 
TJi  modus  in  rebus  \  funt  certi  denique  fines ^ 
^uos  ultra^  ciiraque  nequit  cmjtftere  reclum. 
All  nations  are  at  firft  poor,  and  their  manners  fimple.  As 
they  advance  to  induflry  and  commerce,  to  a  certain  degree ; 
they  become  improved,  and  enlightened;  but  opulence  intro- 
duces indolence,   fcnfuality,  vice,  and  corruption,  and  they 
then  hallcn  to  decay.    In  all  matters  of  public  or  private  life 
the  proper  modus  in  rebus,  is  the  diftinguifhingtcft  of  goodfcnfe. 

Tha 
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The  profpertty  and  happioefs  of  every  bdividoal  muft,  la 
giberal}  depend  on  his  Tirtue,  as  muft  that  of  the  nation, 
ivhich  is  compofed  of  thefe  individuals.  A  cormpted  em- 
pire nittft  therefore  tend  faft  to  ruin,  witnefs  the  example  of 
France,  where  all  religion  had  long  been  a  farce,  and  morals 
of  confequence  depraved. 

Hence  arifes  the  neceflTity  of  watching  over  the  manners, 
as  well  as  the  morals  of  the  people,  and  particularly  of  die 
higher  ranks,  whofe  example  is  often  pernicious. 

But  let  us  fee,  in  a  fociety  comparatively  fmall  to  many  o- 
thers,  the  effe£^  of  the  increafe  of  wealth  upon  manners,  whe- 
ther as  tending  to  improvement,  or  otherwife.  Many  chan- 
ges, however,  may  be  totally  unconne£led  with  this  caufe. 


In  1763*— People  of  fafliion  dined  at  two  o'clock,  or  a  Httle 
after  it ; — buGnefs  was  attended  to  in  the  afternoon*  It  was  a 
common  pra£lice  to  lock  thp  {hops  at  one  o'clock,  and  to  open 
them  after  dinner  at  two. 

In  1783— People  of  fafhion,  and  of  the  middle  rank,  dined 
at  four  or  five  o'clock :  No  buGnefs  was  done  in  the  after- 
noon, dinner  of  ilfelf  having  become  a  very  feridus  bufinefs. 

In  1 763 — Wine  was  feldom  feen,  or,  in  a  fn^aU  quantity,  at 
the  tables  of  the  middle  rank  of  people* 

In  1 79  f — £very  tradefman  in  decent  circumftances  prefents 
wine  after  dinner ;  and  many  in  plenty  apd  variety  *. 

In 


NOTE.    • 

•  In  X  708— -The  yt%r  of  tbe  Union,  2188,33^  barrels  of  two-penny  ale  paJ 
duty. 

In  1710— 530^78^  barrels  paid  dnty. 

In  1784— 97i577»  barrels  paid  dnty. 

This  ii  a  ftriking  proof  of  the  decreafe  of  malt  Uqaor,and  of  the  conTeqneal 
ificreafe  of  the  ufc  of  wine,  and  fpirituous  liquors. 

tomparc  this  with  th«  note  page  594. 
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In  1763—11  was  the  hOnoa  for  gentlemen  to  attend  the 
drawing-rooms  of  the  ladies  in  the  afternoons,  to  drink  tea^ 
and  to  mix  in  the  fociety  and  convcr&tion  of  the  women. 

In  1783— The  drawing-roomA  were  totally  deferted;  invi- 
tations.to  tea  in  the  afternoon  were  given  up ;  and  the  only  ^op* 
portonity  gentlemen  had  of  being  in  ladies  company^  wa^s 
when  they  happened  to  mffi  together  at  dinner  or  fupperj  an4 
even  then,  an  impatience  .was  fometimes  (hewn»  till  the  ladies 
retired.  Card  panie^i  after  a  long  dinner ;— and  alfo  after  a 
late  fupper  were  frequent. 

In  1763— It  was  fafliionable  to  go  to  churchy  and , people 
were  interefted  about  religion.  Sunday  was  (IrifUy  obfenred 
by  all  tanks  as  a  day  pf  devotion }  and  it  was  difgraceful  to  be 
feen  0|i  t\^  ftvetts  during  the  time  of  public  worihip.  Fami- 
lies attended  church)  with  their  children  and  fervants ;  azul 
family  worfliip  .was  frequent.  The  coUeftions  at  the  church 
doors,  for  the  poor,  amounted  yearly  to  L.  1500,  and  upwards* 

In  i783-'Attendance  on  church  was  greatly  neglefled, 
and  particularly  by  the  men;  Sunday  was  by  m^ny'made 
a  day  of  relaxation  j  and  young  people  were  allowed  to  (troll  about 
at  all  hours.  Families  thought  it  ungenteel  to  take  their  do- 
medics  to  church,  with  them  :  .The  ftreets  were  far  from  being 
void  of  people  in  the  time  of  public  wor  (hip;  and,  in  the  evenings 
were  ftc:qtteBtly  loofe  and  riotous  ^  particularly  owing  to  bands 
of  apprentice  boys,  and  young  lads. .  Family  worlhip.  was  almoft 
difufed.  The  colleflions  at  the  church  doors  for  the  poor 
had  fallen  to  L.  1000. 

In  1 79 1 — ^The  collections  at  the  church  doors  had  rifen  to 

L.  I2QO  *. 

Vol.  VI.  4H  N.B. 


NOTE. 
*  U 111S7  ^t  msatioocd  here,  m  t  cnrioiu  iUkt  that,  for  aott  tbaa  half  of 

this 


6i9  Statiftical  Account 

N.  B.  The  colle£lions  aboTC-mentioncd  refpeA  tbe  c&s- 
bliflied  churches  of  the  city  only* — There  are  many  cha* 
pels  and  meetings  of  different  perfuafions  not  tndnddL 

In  no  refpefl  were  the  manners  of  1 763  and  1783  more  re- 
markable than  in  the  decency,  dignity,  and  delicacy,  of  the 
one  period,  compared  with  the  loofenefs,  diiEpation,  and  lt> 
centioufnefs  of  the  other.  Many  people  ceafed  tobluih  at  what 
would  formerly  have  been  reckoned  a  crime* 

In  1763 — Maders  took  charge  of  their  apprentices,  and 
kept  them  under  their  eye  in  their  own  houfes. 

In  1783— Few  mailers  would  receive  apprentices  to  ftajia 
their  houfes,  and  yet  from  them  an  important  part  of  faccced. 
ing  fociety  is  to  be  formed.  If  they  attended  their  hoars  of 
bufincfo,  mailers  took  no  farther  charge*  The  reft  of  their 
time  might  be  pafled  (as  too  frequently  happens)  in  vice  and 
debauchery ;  hence  they  become  idle,  infolent,  and  diflumcit. 
In  1 79 1,  the  pra£lice  had  become  ftill  more  prevalent*  Re* 
formation  of  manners  mud  b^gin  in  families  to  be  general  or 
efTeftual. 

In  1791 — ^The  wages  to  Journeymen  in  eTery  profcfiion 


NOTE    continued* 
this  century,  one  of  the  fmallcft  chorchcs  in  Edinburgh  *  has  ooHcAed  nure 
money  for  the  poor,  at  the  time  of  difpenfing  the  facrunent^  thmn  eight  o> 
Iher  churches  did  upon  the  (ame  occafion  in  1783. 

With  the  bed  intention,  a  Sunday  evening's  fcnnon,  (by  the  miniflers  of 
Edinburgh  in  rotation)  wat  inftituted  for  the  inftru^on  of  Servants,  uht 
Blight  have  been  detained  from  public  worfbip  during  the  day ;  but,  this  it  ii 
faid  has  been  perverted  by  many  to  bad  purpofes,  and  made  an  excnfc  i.-r 
idlcnefs  and  vice. 

There  is  another  evening  fermon,  for  the  common  people,,  fupportcd  ^r 
private  fubfcriptions,  \(-hich  it  is  faid  has  been  attended  uith  bcac^c'^ 
efTc^ls,  owing  to  the  care  and  attention  of  the  managers. 

There  are  two  other  Sunday  evening  Ie£hircs,— one  in  the  Chapel  of  £«.'<:■ 

— and  one  in  the  Gaelic  Chapel ; — in  this  laft  the  fervicc  is  in  the  Eric  Iai>- 

tiage  for  Highlanders. 

:»  The  Tolbwth  Church. 
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'WCTC  greatly  raifed  finpc  1763,  and  difturbanccs  frequently 
happened  for  a  dill  further  increafe.  Yet,  many  of  them  riot 
on  Sunday,  are  idle  all  Monday,  and  can  afford  to  do  this  on 
five  days  labour. 

In  1763 — ^The  clergy  vifited,  catcchifed,  and  in(lru£ted 
tlie  families  within  their  refpe£tive  parifties,  in  the  principleg 
of  morality,  Chriftianity,  and  the  relative  duties  of  life. 

In  1783— ViGting  and  catechifing  were  difufed  (except 
by  a  Tery  few),  and  fince  continue  to  be  fo:  Nor,  perhaps^ 
MTould  the  clergy  now  be  received  with  welcome  on  fuch  an 
occafion.  If  people  do  not  choofe  to  go  to  church,  they  may 
remain  as  ignorant  as  Hottentots,  and  the  Ten  Commandments 
be  as  little  known  as  obfolete  a£ls  of  parliament. — Religion  is 
the  only  tie  that  can  reftrain,  in  any  degree,  the  licentioufnefs 
cither  of  the  rich,  or  of  the  lower  ranks;  when  that  is  loft,  fe- 
rocity of  manners,  and  every  breach  of  morality  may  be  ex- 

peded. 

Hocfonte  derivataf  clades 

In  patriam  populutnque  jiuxiU 

In  1763 — The  breach  of  the  feventh  commandment  was 
puniihed  by  fine  and  church- cenfure.  Any  inftance  of  con- 
jugal infidelity  in  a  woman  would  have  baniihed  her  irretriev- 
ably from  fociety,  and  her  company  would  have  been  rejected 
even  by  men  who  paid  any  regard  to  their  chara£ler. 

In  1783 — Although  the  law  puniihing  adultery  with  death 
was  unrepealed,  yet  church- cenfure  was  difufed,  and  fepara* 
tions  and  divorces  were  become  frequent,  and  have  fince  in- 
creafcd*.  Women,  who  had  been  rendered  infamous  by  pub- 
lic divorce,  had  been,  by  fome  people  of  fafhion,  again  re- 
ceived into  fociety,  notwithftanding  the  endeavours  of  our 
worthy  Queen  to  check  fuch  a  violation  of  morality,  decency^ 
4  H  2  thie 


NOTE. 
*  Records  of  the  CommUrary   Court* 
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the  Uws  of  the  country,  and  the  ri^ts  of  the  ▼irtttofls.Tlii 
however,  has  'not  been  recently  attempted. 

In  1763— The  fines  coUeacd  by  the  kiA-tnsrfmcr  fbr  brf. 
tard  children  amounted  to  L.  154}  and,  upoo  an  average  cf 
ten  fucceeding  years,  they  were  L.  190. 

In  17S3— The  fines  for  baftaTtt  children  amouifted  to  1»  600, 
and  have  fince  greatly  increafed. 

*  In  1748— The  firft  correftion  houfe  for  difordcily  Femai^ 
was  buHt,  and  it  coft  L,  198 :  o :  4i. 

N.  B.  This  is  the  only  one  Edinburgh  yet  has. 
lii  1791— Manners  had  been  Tor  fomc  ycara  fe  loofe,  and 
crimes  fo  frequent,  that  the  foundation  of  a  large  new  hootc 
of  Corre£lion,  or  Bridewell,  was  laid  on  the  30th  of  Norcro- 
ber,  which,  on  the  lowcft  calcuhtion,  will  coft  !••  1 2,000 ;  and 
this  plan  is  on  a  reduced  fcale  of  what  was  at  firft  thought  ab- 
fehitely  neceflary. 

In  1763— That  is  from  June  1763  to  June  1764,  the  n- 
pence  of  the  Corrediion  houfe  amounted  to  L.  27  :  16 :  if. 

In  1 79 1,  and  fomc  years  previous  to  it^The  expencc  of 
the  Corrcftion  houfe  had  rifcn  to  near  L.  30©,— ten  tiroes 
what  it  had  been  in  the  former  period ;  and  there  is  not  room 
fcr  containing  the  half  of  thofe  that  ought  to  be  confined  to 
hard  labour. 

In  1763— There  were  five  or  fix  brothels,  or  houfes  of  bad 
fame,  and  a  very  few  of  the  loweft  and  moft  ignorant  order 
of  females  fculked  about  the  ftreets  at  night.  A  perfon  might 
have  gone  from  the  Caftlc  to  Holyrood-houfc,  (the  then  length 
of  the  city),  at  any  hour  in  the  night,  without  being  accofted 
by  a  Cmglt  J/reet-rvalkfr^  Street  robbery,  and  pocket  picking 
were  unknown. 

In  1783— The  number  of  brothels  had  increafed  twenty 
fold,  and  the  tvcmen  of  tie  town  more  than  a  hundred  fold. 
lyery  (quarter  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  was  infefted  with  mui- 

Utudci 
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iShideft  of  feitialee  abandoned  to  viecj  and  a  great  many  at  a 
very  eariy  period  of  life,  before  paffion  could  miflead»  or  rea-* 
fon  teach  them  right  from  wrong*  Stceet-robbers,  pick*pock« 
et8»  and  thieve$»  bad  much  increafed  *•' 

In  1763 — ^Hottfc-breaking  and  robbery  were  extremely  rare. 
IMany  people  thoughtit  unneceflary  to  lock  their  doors  at  nighi. 

In  1783,  1784,  1785,  1786,  and  1787— Houfe-breaking, 
theft, and  robbery, were  aftonifliingly  frequent;  and  many  of 
thefe  crimes  were  committed  by  boys,  whofe  age  prevented 
them  from  being  objeds  of  capital  punifhment.^  The  culprits 
iRrere  uniformly  apprehended  in  boufes  of  bad  fame,  in  which 
they  were  proteAed  and  encouraged  in  their  depredations  oa 
the  puUic*  During  the  winter,  1 787,  many  during  robberies 
and  (hop>bitakings  were  committed,  by  means  before  un« 
thought  of;  but  the  gang  were  difcorerrd,  by  one  of  them 
becoming  evidence  againft  the  reft^  and  the  others  fHfiiered 
capital  puniihmentf . 

In  no  refpefl  was  the  fobriety,  and  decorum  of  the  lower 
ranks  in  1763  more  remarkable,  than  by  contrafting  them  with 
the  riot  and  licemioufnefs  of  17S3,  particularly  on  Sundays 
2nd  holidays.     The  King's  birth-day  and  the  laft  night  of 

the 
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*  A  Ute  calculator  cftiaiate»  40,000  proftitutes  2n  London^  That  ii 
40/xx>  wretched  huouta  beings  in  one  city,  not  only  loil  to  theairclTei  and  to 
ibciety,  but  the  caofe  of  extending  deftra^on  to  others.  Is  it  not  worthy 
of  enquiry,  how  this  aftbnilhing  change  of  manners  flionld  have  arifen,  and 
the  probable  confequences  of  its  increafe  to  the  ftate  f  Vice  ibon  fpreads  its 
influence  from  indiriduals  to  families— from  families  to  cities— from  cities  to 
the  empirey— «Bd  n  empitc  cdrmpted  it  an  empire  loft. 

In  hi^  life,  the  change  of  manners  is  equally  aftoniflung,  and  alarming  Xm 
the  ftsU,r-witneft  the  almoftduly  trkU  lor  trim,  tm* 

It  is  betiered  that  «m  great  teree  of  the  evil  pointed  out  will  be  found  in 
the  ficeatioofiMft  of  the  prefi,  in  the  pr«feat  day ;  and  another  in  the  neglect 
•f  rtUgiontcdocatioD.— Ataxon  aovds  wsnld  be  siUataiy  meaibre  in  go* 
temment. 

t  SeeBrodic'sTiiiL 
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the  year  were,  in  1783,  devoted  to  dninkennefsy  Wly,  and 
riot,  which  in  1763  were  attended  with  peace,  and  lumnonr*. 

In  1763,  and  many  years  preceding  and  following — ^Tbc 
execution  of  criminals  was  rare:  Three  annually  were  reckon- 
ed the  averse  for  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland.  There 
were  three  fucceeding  years,  (1774,  I775>  X77<5)f  in  which 
there  was  not  an  execution  in  Edinurgh. 

In  1783 — There  were  fix  criminals  under  fentence  of  death 
in  Edinburgh  jail,  in  one  week  \  and,  upon  the  Aotumxi  Gr- 
cuit,  no  lefs  than  thirty-feven  capital  indidments  were  iflced. 

During  the  winter  1791 — 92,— there  was  not  a  robbery, 
houfe- breaking,  (hop* breaking,  nor  a  theft  publicly  known, 
to  the  amount  of  forty  {hillings,  within  the  city  of  Edinburgh; 
-^^Not  a  perfon  accufed  of  a  capital  crime ;  and,  in  the  jail, 
only  20  for  petty  offences,  and  19  con6ned  for  fmall  debts  f. 

In  1 7  89-^ A  fociety  was  inftituted  for  promoting  religious 
knowledge  among  the  poor,  or  the  ignorant  and  indigent  mem* 
bers  of  the  community.  No  fociety  is  more  likely  to  be  of  be- 
nefit. They  print  books  of  moral  and  religious  inftrudUon, 
which  are  dtfiufed  among  the  lower  ranks.  This  was  a  fa- 
vourite fchcme  of  the  late  Lord  Kames,  but  it  was  never  car* 
ried  into  execution  in  his  time.  A  worthy  lady  left,  in  1792, 
fcven  hundred  pounds  to  promote  the  obje£l  of  this  inftitution. 

In  1763 — There  was  no  fuch  diverfion  as  public  cock- 
fighting  in  Edinburgh. 

In  1783 — There  were  many  public  cock-fighting  matches, 

or 


NOTES. 

*  From  X788  to  I79»»  thU  folly  had  much  abated,  fay  the  attentioD  of  the 
Magiftrates  to  ftri^  police. 

f  To  contrafl  this  with  London,  there  were,  April  aoth,  X79A>  in  New- 
gate, 406  prifonen,  of  whom  185  were  debtors,  15  under  fentence  of  death, 
19  refpited  during  his  Majefty's  pleafure,  80  txnniJMrts,  80  under  orders  oi 
imprifonment  for  cer^in  determinate  periods,  and  97  for  trial  This  is 
the  account  of  one  priibn  only  in  London* 
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#r  mdnsy  as  they  are  tecbnically  termed;— and  a  regular  cock- 
pit was  built  for  the  accommodation  of  this  fchool  of  gam- 
bling and  cruelty,  where  every  diftinfkion  of  rank  and  charac- 
ter is  levelled. 

In  i79o-^The  cock-pit  continued  to  be  frequented* 
Before  1790 — ^Thcre  never  was  fuch  a  thing  known  as  pro- 
fefled  bruifers.  But  in  the  courfe  of  that  year  a  perfon  from 
England  opened  a  public  fchool  for  teaching  boxing,  or  pugt- 
lifm,.  as  it  is  termed  \  and  he  had  feveral  public  exhibitions  at 
his  fchool,  but  few  pupils.  This  branch  of  education  does  not 
correfpond  with  the  mild  genius  of  Chriftianity,  which  we  pro« 
ief$ ;  and  it  can  be  looked  on  only  with  pity,  even  when  prac^ 
tifed  among  favage,s  and  barbarians* 

In  1792— This  folly,  which  had  been  borrowed  from  the 
fottth,  was  totally  given  up. 

In^ydj — A  young  man  was.  termed  a  fine  felhwy  who,  to 
a  well-informed  and  an  accompliihed  mind,  added  elegance  of 
rmtanners,'  and  a  condu£k.  guided  by  principle ;  one  who  would 
not  have  injured  the  rights  of  the  meaneft  individual ;  who 
.contra&ed.no. debts  that  he  could  not  payj  and  thought  every 
breach  of  morality  unbecoming  the  character  of  a  gentleman  \ 
—who  ftudied ,  to  be  ufeful  to  fociety,  fo  far  as  his  opportu* 
nity  or  abilities  enabled  him. 

In  1783^— The  tttmfinefelic'6f  was  applied  to  one  who  could 
drink  three  bottles ;  who  difcharged  all  debts  of  ^/i^/zr,  (or 
game  debts  and  tavern  bills),  and  evaded  payment  cf  every 
other ;  who  fwore  immoderately,  and  before  ladies,  and 
talked  of  his  word  of  honour  j  who  ridici^led  religion  and 
morality  as  folly  and  hypocrify,  (but  without  argument) ;  who 
was  very  jolly  at  the  table  of  his  friend,  and  would  lofe  no  op- 
portunity of  feducing  bis- wife,  or  of  debauching  his  daughter 
if  (he  was  handfome ;  but,  on  the  mention  of  fuch  a  thing  be- 
ing attempted  to  his  own  connexions,  would  have  cut  the 
>  throat,  or  blown  out  the  brains  of  his  deareft  companion,  of* 

fcring 
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fbringfiich  an  infttlt;«i— who  was -forward  in  all  die  felhiombk 
follies  mf  the  time  $  who  difrogarded  theinterefts  of  £xiet]r,  or 
the  good  of  mankind,  hS^taej  interlered  with  his  ownvicioas 
felfiOi  purfuits  and  pleafures. 

In  1 790 — Among  the  lower  orders  fwearing  bad  increafed 
greatly^-^nd  on  trials  in  the  courts  of  law,  -perjoqr  had  alfo 
increafed. 

In  1791 — ^Immoderate  drinking,  orpufhing  the  botde^as  it 
is  ealledf  was  rather  out  of  faihioa  among  genteel  people. --£- 
▼ery  one  was  allowed  to  do  as  he  pleafed,  infilling  or  drinkii^ 
his  glafs.  The  means  of  hofpitality  and  thefrequeney  of  {hewing 
St  had  increafed ; — and-exeefs  on  fuch  occafions  had  decreafed. 

In  1763 — In  the  bed  families  in  town,  the  •  educatioo  of 
daughters' was  fitted,  not  only  to  embellifli  and  tn^rove  their 
minds;  but  to  accompUfii  them  in  the  ufcful  and  necefiity 
arts  of  domcftic  economy.  The  fewing '  fcbool,  •  the  paftry • 
frhool,  were  then  eflential  branches  of  female  education;  nor 
"was  a  young  lady  of  the  beft  family  afliamed  to  go  to  jna^ct 
*with  her  mother. 

In  17^3 — ^The  daughters  of  many  tradeimen  confiuncd 
^e  mornings  at  the  toilet,  or  in  ftroUing  from  (hop  to  (hop, 
*fcc.  Many  of  them  would  have  bluflied  to  >JuTe  been 
feen  in  a  market.  The  cares  of  the  family  were  devolved  opooa 
'houfe-keep<:r ;  and  the  young  lady  employed  thofe  heavy  hours 
when  file  was  difengaged  from  public  or  private^amufcmeats, 
in  improving  her  mind  from  ikcfrecimsjhres  of  a  cxicubting 
library  ;-*-and  all,  whether  they  had  tafte  for  it  or  not,  weie 
taught  mufic  at  a  great  expenee. 

In  1 79  f — ^There  is  little  alteration.  Every  rank  is  eager  to 
copy  the  manners  and  fa(hion  of  their  fupcriors  \  and  this  has 
in  all  ages  been  the  cafe.  Of  what  importance,  then,  is 
corred  and  exemplary  manners  in  the  higher  ranks  to  the 
good  order  of  fociety ! 

lo 
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In  1763 — ^Young  ladies  (even  by  themfelves)  might  have 
^walked  throagh  the  ftreets  of  the  City  in  perfed  fecurity  a( 
any  hour.  No  perfon  would  have  interrupted,  or  fpoken  to 
them. 

In  1783— The  miftrefles  of  boarding  fchaols  foaqd  it  ne« 
ceflary  to  advertafe^  that  their  young  ladies  were  not  permitted 
to  go  abroad  mthout  proper  attendants. 

In  1791— Boys,  from  bad  example  at  homej  and  worfe  a« 
broad,  had  become  forward  and  infolent.  They  early  frequented 
tavernSf  and  were  foon  initiated  in  folly  and  vicei|without  any 
religious  principle  to  reftrain  them*  It  has  been  an  error  of 
twenty  years,  to  precipitate  the  education  #f  boyS|  and  make 
them  too  foon  men. 

In  1 763 — ^The  weekly  G>ncert  of  mufic  began  at  fix  o*clock« 

In  1783 — The  Concert  began  at  feven  o'clock}  but  it  was 

not  in  general  fo  much  attended  as  fuch  an  elegant  entertsdn- 

ment  ihould  have  been,  and  which  was  given  at  the  fole  ex-* 

pence  of  the  fubfcribers* 

In  1791-2,  The  foihion  changed,  and  the  Concert  became 
the  mod  crouded  place  of  amufement. 

The  barbarous  cuftom  oifaving  the  ladies,  (as  it  was  called)^ 
after  St.  Cecilia's  Concert,  by  gentlemen  drinking  immo* 
derately  to  fave  a  favourite  lady,  as  his  toaft,  has  been  for  fome 
years  given  up.— Indeed  they  got  no  thanks  for  their  abfurdity* 
In  1763— -The  queftion  refpe£ling  the  morality  of  ftage- 
plays  was  much  agitated.  A  clergyman,  a  few  years  before, 
had  been  brought  before  the  General  Afiembly  of  the  Churchy 
and  fttfpended  from  his  office,  for  having  written  a  tragedy, 
unqueftionably  one  of  the  moft  chafte  and  interefting  in  the 
Engliih  language  *•  By  fhofe  who  attended  the  Theatre,  even 
Vol.  VI.  4    I  without 

NOTE. 
;  The  Tngsif  •£  Doogl^sf,  bf  Mr  H^me,  then  a  dergrnutm 
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without  fcniplCf  Saturciaj  night  was  thought  the  moft  Impio- 
per  in  the  wce^  for  going  to  the  play.  Any  clergyman,  who 
had  been  known  to  have  gone  to  the  playhoufe,  would  have  in- 
curred church  ccnfure. 

In  1783 — The  morality  of  (lage- plays,  or  their  cffc£b  on 
(ociety  were  not  thought  of.  The  moft  crouded  houlcs  were 
always  on  Saturday-night.  The  boxes  for  the  Saturday-night's 
play  were  generally  taken  for  the  feafon,  fo  that  llrangers 
pften  on  that  ni^ht  could  not  get  a  place.  The  cuftom  of 
taking  a  box  for  the  Saturday-night  through  the  feafon,  was 
inuch  pra£lifed  by  boarding  miftrefles,  fo  that  there  could  be  no 
choice  of  the  play,  but  the  younfr  ladies  could  only  take  what 
was  fet  before  them  by  the  manager.  Impudent  bufibons  took 
libeitics  with  authors,  and  with  the  aivlience,  iu  their  aAing, 
that  would  not  haye  been  fuffbred  formerly. 

The  galleries  neyer  failed  to  applaud  what  they  formerly 
^ould  have  hifled,  as  improper  ii^  fentiment,  or  decorum. 

In  1763— There  was  one  dancing  aflen^bly  room ;  the  pro- 
fits of  which  went  to  the  fupport  of  the  Charity-iWorkhoufc  \ 
Minuets  were  danced  by  each  fetj  previous  to  the  country  dan« 
(^.  Stri£l  regularity  with  refpeft  to  drcfs  and  decprum,  and 
great  dignity  of  manners  were  obferved. 

In  1786 — ^The  old  aflembly  room  was  ufed  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  cicj-guard^  There  were  two  new  elegant 
aficmbly  rooms  built  at  Edinburgh,  beCdes  one  at  Leith  ^  but 
the  Charity  Workhoufe  was  unprpvided  for  to  the  extent  of  its 
necefiities. — Minuets  were  given  up,  and  country  dances  only 
u(ed,  which  had  often  a  nearer  refemblance  to  a  game  of 
romps,  than  to  elegant  and  gracsful  dancing.  Drefs,  particu- 
larly by  the  men,  was  much  negleAed  s  and  many  of  them 
peeled  from  the  tavern,  fluftered  wi^  wine,  to  afi  aflembly 
pf  as  elegant  and  beautiful  women  as  any  in  Europe. 

In  1763— The  company  at  the  public  aflemblies  met  at  five 
^^clpclj^  ^1  tlie  afternoon^  8^kd  t^e  d^^g^  ^^.1^  ^.^9  ^ 


ended  at  eieren,  by  public  orders  of  the  maiiagefj  which  were 
tiever  tranrgrefled. 

In  1783— The  public  aflemblies  me^  at  eight  and  illne  .0^- 
4cIock|  and  the  Lady  Direftrefs^  fometimesi  did  not  make  her 
appearance  till  ten  *.  The  yoilng  Msifters  and  Miflcs»  wbd 
-would  hare  been  mortified  not  to  have  feen  out  fhe  ball^  thuf 
returned  home  at  three  or  four  in  the  morningi  and  yawned 
and  gaped,  and  complained  of  headachs  all  the  next  day* 

In  1 790  and  1791 — The  public  aflemblieS'  were  little  fre*^ 
quented.  Private  balls  were  much  in  faQiion^  with  efegani 
fuppers  after  them,  and  the  companies  feldom  parted  till  three 
four,  or  five  in  the  morningi 

In  1783— The  funds  of  the  Charity  Worthoufc  Were  iii- 
fufficient  to  maintain  the  poor  of  the  community  entitled  bjr 
law  to  public  charity.  The  courts  of  law  however^  and  all  who 
call  themfelves  members  of  thofe  courts,  pay  no  poor's  moneyir 
nor  lamp  and  guard  money  \  although  the  mod  opulent  part  of  * 
the  community ;  whilft  they  fend  at  thefame  time,  a  very  greai 
proportion  of  managers  to  difpofe  of  funds,  to  which  they 
do  not  contribute  \  and  crowd  the  houfe  with  their  poor,  to 
whofe  fupport  they  do  not  pay.  This  privilege  is  pleaded  on  old 
a£ls  of  parliament,  at  a  period  when  the  courts  were  ambula* 
tdry : — But  now  that  they  have  been  ftationary  for  near  two 
centuries,  it  is  full  time  ic  were  given  up.  There  is  no  fuch 
privilege  exifting  any  where  elfe  in  Britain.  The  courts  of  law 
in  London  claim  no  fuch  exemption ;  nor  would  it  be  allowed 
if  they  did.  The  regulations  afnd  cuftoms  of  Henry  VIIL 
would  ill  accord  with  the  prefent  (late  of  England.    . 


4  I  2  Many 


NOTE. 

*  A  new  infthntiort,  that  of  «  Mafter  «f  Geremonies  for  the  CtXj  Aikat 
%Sk%  took  place  in  1787^ 


Cio  Statijka!  Account,  &r«  | 

Manf  of  the  fa£b|  with  which  I  hare  now  lumiihed  joi, 
aftcurioosi 

They  point  out  the  gradoal  progiefii  of  oommcice  and  luo 
ryt  and  the  correfyonding  effed  i]poD  numners ;  and  ihev 
by  what  ioiperceptibte  degrees  fociety  may  adTance  to  re- 
finement, and  in  Ibme  points  to  eormptiony  whilft  matters  of 
real  utility  may  be  negleAed. 

Obfenrations  fimilar  to  the  pttceding  may  perhaps  be  made 
in  every  capital  town  or  city  in  Great  Britain;  2XiA,  if  the  exam* 
pie  I  have  now  given  is  followed,  mnch  ufeful  informatioii  may 
be  gained  refpeding  trade,  manners,  and  pofice.  This  it  the 
more  to  be  wiOied  for,  as  the  ptofperity  and  happineis  of  every 
nation  muft  depend  upon  its  virtue,  and  on  the  wifdom  and 
due  execution  of  its  laws. 

The  information  I  have  given  b  only  an  outCne.  Tt  would 
have  required  a  volume  to  have  gone  minutely  into  particu- 
hrs. 

Tour  zeal  and  pubKc  fplrtt  have  ftimulated  a  refearcb 
which  never  was  equalled  in  any  country,  and  it  may  prove 
highly  beneficial  to  mankind  m  general.  Every  good  atixen 
of  the  ftate  is  bound  to  wi(h  well  to  the  undertaking,  and,  zo 
cording  to  his  opportunities,  to  promote  its  fuccefs.  My  befl 
exertions,  on  every  occafion  of  fuch  a  nature,  you  may  always 
depend  on.-i-I  remain,— with  much  efteem, 

SIR, 

Tour  moft  obedient, 

Edhtburgbf       >  Humble  fervant, 

l)ur.  1792.     \ 

WILLIAM    CREECH. 


LETTER 
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LETTER  THIRD. 


SIR, 

I  Shall  now,  according  to  mj  promife,  girc  you  an  accovnt 
of  the  phyGcal  phenomena,  that  I  hare  noted  for  ibnie 
years.  The  knowledge  of  fa£ls  is  the  only  foundation  of 
true  philofophy,  and  without  this  knowledge^  theories  and 
fyftems  are  vagve  and  unfatisfa£lory. 


It  is  obvious  that  this  globe  which  we  inhabit  has  undergone 
great  and  aftonifhing  changes.  It  is  certain  that  moft  of  the  land 
we  now  occupy  has  once  been  covered  by  the  fea,  for  many 
of  the  higheft  mountains  are  replete  with  marine  produ&ions. 

That  nuny  of  the  rocks  and  mountains  which  we  fee,  mult 
hare  been  ocaGoned  by  fubterraneous  fire,  no  perfon  can  doubt. 
For  inftance,  the  bafaltic  columns  of  the  Giants  caufeway,  the 
ifland  of  Staffa,  the  rocks  at  the  harbour  of  Dunbar,  the  hiUa 
of  Arthur's  Seat  and  Craiglockhart  *,  and  many  others,  too 
tedious  to  mention.  Thcfe  are  only  named  as  being  more  im- 
mediately under  obfervation. 

Nothing  can  account  for  the  regular  form  which  the  parts  of 
thefe  rocks  have  taken,  but  their  being  produced  by  fire, 
and  this  is  fupported  by  experiment.  It  has  lately  been  found 
that  when  fimilar  fubftan^es  are  brought  into  fufion,  and  al- 
lowed to  cool  gradually,  they  aflume  the  fame  regular  (hape  as 
thefe  columns  of  rock.  Some  time  ago,  a  furnace  of  flint  glafs 

having 

NOTE. 
*  Theft  hiUi  art  in  tbt  imacdUtc  TicioiCx  of  EdiabnrsK. 
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hating  been  by  accident  allowed  to  oo«I,  the  matter  was  fitand 
to  have  taken  the  form  of  balaltic  columns. 

We  have  but  very  little  knowledge  of  the  great  proceilb 
of  natnrcj  or  the  tremendous  changes  that  have  taken  place 
in  this  globe,  owing  to  the  remote  antiquity  of  the  crents,.  and 
the  fliort  period  and  imperfedion  of  our  records* 

Volcanos  hare  been  obferved  as  far  to  the  North  and  Soadi 
Poles  as  land  has  been  difcovered ;  nd  through  afl  the  imcr- 
Tcening  latitudes.  It  would  hence  appear,  that  there  is  a 
great  body  of  adire  fire  within  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ;  and 
we  know  the  eScCts  of  it  often  appear  at  immenfe  diitaiiices, 
and  that  it  a&s  m  a  manner  which  cannot,  of  has  not  yet  been 
accounted  for.  Volcanos,  wealfo  know,  hare  dxiappearcd 
ib  one  place,  and  have'  burft  out  in  another  $  and  that  erery 
part  of  the  globe  is  fubje^l  to  fuch  convulGons  of  nature. 

The  northern  part  of  this  illand  of  Britain  has  not  within 
'  the  record  of  hiftory  been  fubjeA  to  any  remarkable^  pKyfical 
change,  although  it  is  evident  that  fuch  changes  have  hap- 
pened in  it.  The  following  recent  faAs,  however,  may  not 
perhaps  be  thought  unworthy  of  remark,  and  a  few  fad's  are 
of  more  value  than  a  thoufand  hypothefes. 

In  1782,  at  the  time  of  the  dreadful  earthquakes  in  Calabria^ 
the  Mercury  in  the  barometer  in  Scotland  funk  within  the  tenth 
of  an  inch  of  the  bottom  of  the  fcale  j  the  waters  in  many  of 
the  lochs  or  lakes  in  the  Highlands  were  much  agitated. 

In  1783— There  was  an  immenfe  volcanic  eruption  in  the 
Illand  of  Iceland  ^,  which  began^on  the  tenth  of  June,  and  con-* 
tbued  till  the  middle  of  Auguil.  A  new  illand  was  thrown 
up  in  the  neighbouring  fea^  and  again  difappeared. 

Several 


N      O      T      B. 
•  Xcebod  lies  bctweta  tli«  ^sd  and  Cyxkdcpt^jd  aortk'htifJai 


Sever)}  months  previous  to  this  eruptioiii  ^  heavy  darkbluifli 
fu}phureous  fog  had  been  obferved  to  reft  over  the  ifland 
when  not  diffipatcd  by  the  wind;  this  fog,  at  times,  wat 
fpread  all  oyer  Europe.  The  year  before  this  eruption,  ;ind  a 
few  months  before  the  earthquakes  in  Calabria,  a  contagious 
difeafe  called  the  influenza  fpread  through  Europe. 

This  volcanic  eruption  in  Iceland  is  perhaps  the  moft  retnat"* 
Vable  yet  recorded  iq  hiftory.  One  ftream  of  burning  lava  exv 
tended  4p  miles  in  length,  and  16  in  breadth,  and  was  in 
fome  places  between  4  and  500  feet  deep  * ! 

Upon  the  i8th  of  Auguft  i;^^— A  remarkable  meteor  or 
ball  of  fire  was,  feen  to  pafs  from  north  to  fouth,  about  half 
pa(t  eight  in  ibe  evening.  This  meteor  waa  feen  all  over  Bri- 
tain, and  in  many  places  upon  the  continent  of  Europe.  This 
phenomenon  happened  much  ^bout  the  time  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  volcanic  eruption  in  Iceland,  and  it  is  remarkable^ 
that  this  ^icteor  was  firft  feen  to  the  north-weft  of  the  Shet- 
land and  Orkney  iflands,  in  the  quarter  of  Iceland. 

Upon  the  ^^th  of  September  1784— A  very  extraordinary 
phenomena  was  obferved  at  Loch  Tay.  The  air  was  petfeft- 
ly  calm,  not  a  breath  of  wind  ftirring.  About  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  the  water  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  loch  ebbed  about 
300  feet,  and  left  the  channel  dry.  It  gradually  accumulated 
and  rolled  on  about  30a  feet  farther  to  the  weftward,  when 
it  met  a  fimilar  waye  rolling  in  a  contrary  direfbion.  When 
thefe  waves  met,  they  rofe  to  a  perpendicular  height  of  five 
or  fix  feet,  producing  a  white  foam  upon  the  top.  The  wa- 
ter then  took  a  lateral  direAion  fouthward,  rufliing  to  the 
(borcj  and  rifing.  ujion  it  four  feet  beyond  the  higheft  water 

mark. 


NOTE. 
*  The  account  of  thU  cniptioo  U,  fince  the  above  wu  writteoy  recorded 
)»  l|ie  ?hMofi)£lMca^  Tniira<tioiu  of  £4UbiiJ|^ 
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mark.  It  then  retumedy  and  continued  to  ebb  and  low  ev& 
vj  fcren  mintites  for  two  hours,  the  waves  graduallj  dtnlniiQi- 
ing  every  fime  they  reached  the  (hore,  until  the  wiiole  wu 
quicfcent.  During  the  whole  of  that  week,  at  a  latter  hour  m 
the  morning,  there  was  the  fame  appearance,  but  not  with 
fuch  violence. 

Upon  the  i  ith  of  March  1785— The  Hviot,  a  large  rirer 
in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  fuddenly  difappearcd,  and  left  the 
diaimel  dry  for  two  hours,  and  then  flowed  with  its  izfoal  fill- 
nefs*. 

Upon  the  i6(h  of  June  1786 — A  fmart  (hock  of  an  earth- 
quake was  felt  at  Whitehaven  in  Cumberland,  which  extend* 
cd  to  the  Ifle  of  Man  and  Dublin,  and  was  alfo  fcic  in  the 
fotttb-weft  parts  of  Scotland. 

.  Upon  ^e  I  ith  of  Auguft  I786^A  very  alarming  (hock  of 
an  earthquake  was  felt  about  two  oVlock  in  the  morning,  in 
ibe  north  of  England,  viz.  Northumberland,  Cumberland,  and 
in  Scotland,  acrofs  the  ifland ;  and  as  far  north  as  AigyUhire ; 
and  in  all  thefe  places  at  the  fame  inftant  of  time*  This 
Ihock  extended  above  150  miles  from  fouth  to  norths  and  100 
miles  from  eaft  to  weft* 

What  an  immenfe  power  muft  it  have  been  to  have  prodo* 
ced  fuch  an  tffc£t ! 

Upon  the  26th  of  January  1787— A  fmart  (hock  of  an  earth- 
quake was  felt  in  the  pariOies  of  Campfie  and  Strathblane,  ten 
miles  north  from  Glafgow,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  A 
rufliing  noife  viras  heard  to  precede  the  (hock  from  the  fouth* 
eaft.  The  night  preceding  this  earthquake,  a  piece  of  ground 
near  Alloa,  on  which  a  mill  was  built,  fuddenly  funk  a  foot 
and  a  half* 

Upon 

MOTE. 

*  According  t*  the  newfpaper  of  the  day*    See  Bdiiib.  Evciu  C^nzant. 
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tipon  the  2Atb  6f  January,  the'riTer  Clyde,  ab< 
t)ecame  almoft  dry  for  two  hours,  and  the  mills  we 
and  aftetwatds  the  river  a^ain  flowed  as  ufual^ 

On  the  asth  of  January  1787— The  riycr  T 
became  fuddoily  dry,  and  continued  fo  for  four 
then  flowed  with  its  ufud  ftilnefsi 

In  1787— The  months  of  January  and  Febtuar 
eommonly  mild  \  the  thermometer  at  Edinburgh  1 
neral  ao  degrees  higher  than  ufual  at  that  feafon. 
On  the  lath  of  February  1787— The  mercury 
rometer  at  Edinburgh  was  nearly  as  low  as  gt  the 
earthquakes  in  Calabria. 

'  On  the  8th  of  July  1 78^— The  lea  at  Dunbar  i 
ceded  eighteen  inches. 

On  the  8th  of  July  1788— An  earthquake  was 
ifle  of  Man. 

In  September  1789— There  was  a  violent  ei 
Iceland*. 

On  Thurfday  the  5th  of  November  1789,  betM 
and  fix  in  the  evening,  a  fmart  (hock  of  an  earthq 
at  Crieff*,  at  Comrie,  and  for  many  miles  round 
which  is  about  fifty  five  miles  from  Edinburgh.— 
bertfon's  houfe  of  Lawers,  a  rumbling  noife,  like 
der,  had  been  heard  at  intervals  for  two  monthi 
time  of  the  (hock,  a  noife  like  the  difcharge  of  di 
was  dilUndly  heard.  Mr.  Dundas  and  Mr.  Bi 
burgh  were  (landing  before  the  fire  in  the  drawii 
they  defciibed  the  (hock,  as  if  a  great  mallet 
ftruck  the  foundation  of  the  houfe  with  violence 
Vol.  VI.^  4  K 

II  b  T  e. 

*  See  Letter  from  Copenhagen,  OA.6.  17^^,  pvblilfaed 
Hn  »boat  the  end  t f  October. 
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lage  of  Cromrie,  the  Infaabitants  left  tbeir  honied  aad  tatb 
the  open  Beldi. 

Oa  the  1  itb  df  Notember,  in  tht  forenoOD,  In  the  fine 
place,  anodicr  fliock  was  fek^  wUch  was  more  vMtet  iltei  th» 
df  the  sth«  It  was  sccompanied  wkh  a  ludlowrtfmbliiig  ndfe. 
The  ice  on  a  piece  of  water  near  the  hoitfe  of  Loi^a^'Was  flo- 
Ycred  to  atoms  *• 


ExiraH  of  a  letter  from  Florence^  03.  2.  ^^%^ 

*^  We  hare  recehrcd  the  melancholy  intelligeticey  that,  oo 
the  30th  of  Septemberi  at  three  quarters  after  eleren  o'clock 
In'the  morning,  a  violent  fliock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in 
the  town  of  Borgo  San  Sepolcrd,  which  bfted  two  minutes. 
The  cathedrtd  was  partly  deftroyed,  arid  Tome  chnrchcs,  with 
many  houfes  and  palacesj  entirely  fo*  In  a  village  fire  nukt 
from  Borgo  San  Sepolcro,  the  earth  opened  and  {wallowed  vp 
above  thirty  houfes,  with  all  the  inhabitants  |  and  the  remain- 
der of  that  vilhge,  confiding  of  above  150  hoofesy  %as  totallf 
deftroycd :  The  earA  there  opened  in  many  difierent  places, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  cattle  have  p^rlOied,  befides  ahon 
xooo  pcrfons  t« 

It  is  very  esttraordinary  that  on  the  £ime  day,  tib.  the  30th 
tof  September,  near  three  o'clock  in  the  aftetnoony  t^ro  or 
hree  di(l,in£k  fliocks  of  an  earthc)uake  were  felt  at  the  hoofc 
of  Parfons  Green,  within  a  mile  of  Edinbui^  The 'bode 
is  ficuated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  hill  called  Arthur's  Seat, 

which 
-  —  —  ^--^ 

NOTES. 

*  See  the  Edinbnifl^  papers  of  the  above  date, 

t  London  Chronicle,  O^  17.  lytf^ 
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wliich  is  compofed  of  an  immeaCb  auis  oCblue'granxte.— Sorcral 
viCtoiTS  were  ia  the  houfe  to  dine  with  the  &mily,  and  th^ 
vhole  coippany  ran  down  ftairs  froio  the  drawing-rdoip,  and 
they  met  the  fenranta  firom  the  kitchen,  in  the  lobby»  equally 
farmed  at  what  had  happcQjed*  They  defcrih^  the  fenfation 
as  if  the  houfe  had  received  two  or  three  violent  blpws  in  thf 
foundationi  fo  that  all  the  furniture  ihook* 

On  Friday  the  4th  of  December  17891  the  i^p  ftrotbers, 
Capt.  Stewart*  arrived  at  Lcith  from  Archangel*  who  report- 
ed that  on  the  coaft  of  I^^land  and  Norway  he  failed  many 
leagues  through  inunenfe  quantities  of  dead  haddocks  floating 
on  the  fea.  He  fpoke  feyeral  Engliih  fliips*  wbf  reported  the 
fame  faft*-*It  is  certain  that  haddock*  which  was  the  fifli  in 
the  greateft  abundance  in  the  Edinburgh  market^  has  fcarcely 
been  feen  there  thefe  three  years  *. 

On  the  loth  of  November  1 792*  three  repeated  fmart  ihockt 
of  an  earthquake*  accompanied  with  a  hollow  rumbling  noife 
like  that  of  diftant  thunder*  was  felt  at  ioch  Rannoch  in 
Fenhlhire* 

Extrail  of  a  letttrfrom  the  fame  tutghhourhood. 

CoMRiE  ( Perth/hire )^  Nov.  30.  1972. 
**  We  have,  of  late,  been  greatly  alarmed  with  fcvcral  very 
fcvere  (hocks  of  an  earthquake.  They  were  more  fcnfibic  and 
alarming  than  any  felt  formerly*  and  the  noife  attending  them 
was  uncommonly  loud  and  tremulous.  It  appeared,  probably* 
more  fo  from  the  ftillnefs  of  the  atmofphere,  and  the  rever- 
beration of  the  furrounding  mountains.  The  houfes  were 
greatly  (haken*  and  the  furniture  tolTed  from  its  place.     The 

4  K  2  weather 

NOTE. 

«  In  February  1790,  three  haddocks  were  brought  to  market,  which  from 
thw  Smdtj  ibid  for  7s.  id. 


^a8  Pbjifical  Pbentmenm. 

weather  had  been  uncommonly  rariable,  and  changedfroiDk^ 
guft^  of  wind  to  a  deep  calmi  a  few  days  before  the  fcfercft 
(hocks  of  the  earthquake.  The  air  was  moift  and  hazy,  voL 
the  clouds  feemed  chai^;ed  with  ele&ricity.  It  is  not  impro- 
bable, that  thefe  earthquakes  arife  from  large  canrems  below 
this  place,  into  which  the  exterior  waters  penetnte,  and  an 
converted  into  vapour,  or  fteam,  capable  of  the  hi^ieft  d^roe 
of  ezpanfion,  and  mult  pvefs  forcibly  upon  every  thing  whtck 
oppofes  their  dilatation.  By  this  theory,  the  famous  DeSomum 
accounted  for  the  earthquakes  of  Calabria  in  178  j»  whidi  wa 
received,  by  the  learned  world,  as  more  fatis£i£kory  than  any 
propofed  by  Sir  William  Hamilton,  and  other  philofophen. 
Whatever  be  the  caufe,  the  effte£l  is  certain ;  and  it  muft  be 
no  {mall  force  that  can  (hake  a  country  to  the  extent  of  bo> 
tween  twenty  and  thirty  miles.** 


I  do  not  mean  at  prefent  to  draw  any  hypothcfis  or  thcoiy 
from  what  I  have  (tated  above,  but  merely  to  bring^fiaQs  into 
one  general  view,  and  to  induce  others  to  make  obfervations  of 
the  fame  kind.     I  am,  with  much  efteem^ 


SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient^ 

Mdiniyrgkt        2  Jlumble  Servant, 

Deer. 


WIIXIAM    GREECE 


Ifl  p.  600. 1.  y.  for  1782,  r.  lyjA 
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A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X.—N\    n. 
PARISH    OF    RICCARTON, 

PlGB     II7« 


¥N  the  courfe  of  his  nfitation  this  fummer  (1792),  the  ia« 
-*-    cumbent  took  an  accurate  funrey  of  this  pariih;  from 

which  it  appears  that  there  are  in  it  in  all,  fouls             1300 

Males              «               •  •            •           638 

Females               •               «  -^           .      66z 

In  the  country           •  •               •             928 

In  the  Tillage               •  •               -           372 

Below  10  years  of  age           «.  •           -         343 

Betwixt  10  and  20           •  •            -             283 

Betwixt  20  and  40                .  .            •          396 

Betwixt  40  and  60        -  -            -         -         182 

Betwixt  60  arid  70             *•  .            -            57 

Betwixt  70  and  80        -  -           •           -       34 

Above    80                •           •  r           •             5 

The  parifli  contains  exa£Uy  4736  acresi  all  arable  excepting 
138  acres,  of  which  by  far  the  greateft  part  is  mofs.— — The 
real  rent  is  about  L*  4327  fterling  per  annum.  There  are  in 
the  pariih  207  horfes,  848  black  cattle,  and  only  69  iheep. 
There  are  ^o  ploughs,  and  13  c  carts. 

£np  Of  THB  Sixth  volums 
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